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REV. COY C. PRIVETTE 

Coy Privette 
Will Speak 
In Granite Falls 
The Rev. Coy C. 

Privette, former presi 
dent and vice president of 
the Baptist State Conven 
tion of North Carolina, 
will be the featured 
speaker qt Claver B;'.tis! 
Chur.cb in Granite alls 
on Sunday. ·----:--- - 
Privette will speak at 

both the morning and 
evening worship ser 
vices. He is the executive 
director of the Christian 
Action League of North . 
Carolina. 
His topics will include 

moral issues as alcohol 
and drug abuse, por 
nography and other 
issues concerning the 
state. ___ \\ __ -·--- 
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Granite Falls. Council OK~/ 
Prooosal To Clover Church 
~ - ')9{ 

By PAULA KINCAID original improvement plans'for the 
News Staff Writer cemetery, including not granting the 

GRANITE FALLS - Town easement and building a wall, if the 
Council on Monday approved a church does not accept the proposal. 
recommendation from the town's The recommendation states that 
cemetery committee to be submitted the ''cemetery committee is anxious 
to Clover Baptist Church trustees to assist Clover Baptist Church in 
rega~quest that any way possible; however, it is felt 
council reconsider a previous the integrity, safety and beauty of the 
c$cision. cemetery must be maintained at all 
: At council's Feb. 21 meeting, times for the benefit of the town and 
church trustee Allen Bolick asked the deed holders. '' 
council to reconsider its Feb. 7 deci- Earlier in Monday's meeting, 
ston denying the church's request council tabled a Planning Board 
that a temporary driveway from the recommendation to amend the zon 
church parking lot to Sunset Hills ing ordinance text for R-8 Residen 
Drive-the road through Sunset Hills tial district dimensional 
demetery-be made permanent. requirements. 
, Bolick also asked that the council Town Planner John Marshall said 
reconsider its decision to build a wall the Planning Board felt there should 
separating the church property from be a limit to the number of apart- 
t~e cemetery. ments allowed per acre. 
Council made its original decision The amended text, he said, is com- 

ill° an effort to decrease traffic and parable to ordinances in other 
vandalism in the cemetery. municipalities. 
: Following a lengthy discussio?, In another matter, council 
council asked the cemetery commit- scheduled a March 21 public hear 
t~e to met with church represen- ing on a request to rezone property 
tatives to discuss the matter. owned by Danny Heavener from 
The committee met twice-on R-20A.to Highway Business. 

March 1 and March 3-with church Marshall said Heavener's property 
representatives. in Granite Falls' one-mile planning 
As a result of those meetings, the area was not identified in the town's 

committee recommended to council official zoning map and his proper 
on Monday that the town grant a ty has been considered residential 
30-foot permanent easement from medium density, even though he 
Sunset Hills Drive to the back of had-and still has-a business there 
Clover Church if the church will when the one-mile planning area was 
agree to certain conditions. zoned. 
The conditions include construe- Council also voted to distribute 

ting a catch basin to the town's ABC store profits to the schools. 
specifications on the church proper- Granite Falls Elementary School will 
tyandadjacenttothetownproperty receive $1,215.61: Granite Falls 
line: constructing a drainage system Middle, $1,080.54; and Dudley 
from the gutters on the new portion Shoals Elementary, $405.21. 
of the church to the catch basin and 
installing 100 feet of I 8~inch 
galvanized pipe from the new catch 
basin through the cemetery to an ex 
isting catch basin at Sunset Hills 
Drive. 
Other conditions include seeding 

the area between the church and 
cemetery with grass instead of 
asphalt paving or a curb; not using 
the area between the church and 
cemetery as a driveway; paving and 
constructing a gate to Sunset Hills 
Drive, which will remain locked ex 
cept during church services: and 
placing a small berm between the 
cemetery and parking lot. once it is 
paved, to allow water to drain into 
the catch basin. 
Granite Falls would agree to grant 

the 30-foot easement for a permanent 
drive; to sell galvanized pipe and 
.other materials to the church at the 
town's cost; to install 125 feet of 
~ 8-inch galvanized pipe on the east 
ide of Sunset Hills Drive; and not 
to place a wall between the church 
property and the cemetery. 
The recommendations also states 

that the town will go back to the 

(\ 
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Clover Baptist Church 
Homecoming will be observed 

at Clover Baptist Church in 
Granite Falls Sunday. Dr. Dale 
Larew, former interim pastor, 
will be the speaker. Morning ser 
vice begins at 11 a.m. followed 
by dinner on the grounds. 
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Church Wants Town· To Reconsider Action 

By PAULA KINCAID Sunset Hills Drive. 
News Staff Writer The recommendations came from 

GRANlTE FALLS - Clo.Y.eJ:-.- the cemetery committee, which 
!laptist Ch~ trustee Allen Bolick hopes to decrease through-traffic and 
addressed the Town Council Mon- vandalism in the cemetery. 
day evening, asking the board to Bolick asked that the town recon- 
reconsider several decisions made at sider its decisions. 
the last meeting. He said that because of unexpected 
Council voted Feb. 7, on the building code restrictions, the church 

recommendation of the cemetery has only I 0 feet of clearance on the 
committee, to deny a request from side of the building adjacent to the 
the church that a temporary cemetery, where the exit road is. 
driveway approved by the council on ''If you put a wall there, it will be 
June 7, 1993, due to construction at somewhat a small target," he said. 
the church be made permanent. He asked that the town put a curb 
The drive is from the church park- 

ing lot to Sunset Hills Drive, the there instead of a wall, to keep 
drivers from possibly scraping the 

road through Sunset Hills Cemetery· side of their car on the wall. 
In addition, the town would con- 

struct a wall approximately 2 feet Mayor Pro Tern Barry Hayes said 
council decided to place the small 

high to separate the church proper- wall there since with the road being 
ty and Sunset Hills Cemetery. 
Council also voted that Sunset so close, there is a potential of cars 

Hills Drive be closed to through traf- driving in the cemetery· 
fie, by placing "No-Thru Traffic" Bolick said that with a curb, "if 
signs on Sherill Drive and Sunset someone's tires hit the curb it will 
Hills Drive and-if those are push you back, or at least let you 
ignored-to install a gate at the in- know you're too close." 
tersection of Sherrill Drive and Councilman H rbert Greene said 

he was concerned with continuous 
damage to the wall if one is built. '.'I 
didn't realize when we voted iJ was 
as close as it is. It would become a 
bumper wall." 
Councilman Inez Clay, a member 

of the cemetery committee, said, 
"We've had complaints from peo 
ple with loved ones there (near the 
property border in the cemetery) that 
they feel that the area is not protected · 
enough." 
Bolick also asked that the town 

reconsider its decision to deny the 
church right ofway onto Sunset Hills 
Drive. 
Councilman Don Kirkpatrick said 

the cemetery committee's main con 
cern centered on graves beside the 
proerty border. 
Council decided the cemetery 

committee will meet with represen 
tatives of the church to discuss the 
matter, and will make a recommen 
dation at the next meeting. 
Later in the meeting, council voted 

to begin a load management credit 
program for its commercial and in 
dustrial electric customers. 
The town will offer credits to 

switches on their hot water heaters 
and/or air conditioners. 
A similar program is offered to the 

residential electric customers and, 
according to Paige Wadford, 
residential marketing with Elec 
triCities, is successfull. 
In a recent letter, Ms. Wadford 

congratulated the town on its load 
management program. She said 
''only the much larger cities of High 
Point and Morganton are doing bet 
ter in installation of air-conditioner· 
switches, and the two of them were 
the first participants in the 
program." 
In other business, council: 
-Approved an audit contract 

from David E. Starnes & Co. to 
audit the town's financial records for 
the fiscal year 1993-94. 
The $16,950 contract is the same 

amount as last year. 
-Directed Town Manager Linda 

K. Story and the town planner to 
begin a plan of service for the possi 
ble annexation of property on U.S. 
321 South. 
She said that has been discussed 

by the board, but she needed direc 
tion before anything can be done. 
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Council moves to help church problem 
By AMY HORTON 

. Staff Writer 

GRANITE FALLS - The Granite Falls 
Town Council declined a proposal from Clo 
ver Baptist Church Monday night which 
would have put an end to a growing traffic 
problem at Sunset Hills Cemetery. 
The Town Council met at 6 p.m. in the 

council chambers of the Municipal Hall 
building. 
The church presented a request to Town 

Council to build an access road leading from 
the back of the church to Sunset Hills Drive 
so as to avoid construction work which is 
currently impeding traffic in the area. Ac 
cording to a letter from church representa 
tive Ray Cline, the road would allow traffic 
to exit east and west onto the graveyard 
road. 
However, Councilwoman Inez Clay, 

chairperson of the cemetery committee, 
says the committee opposed the idea be 
caue it would encourage more people to use 
the graveyard road, which is already being 
used too excessively by residents. 
Instead, she requested that the council 

offer the church an option of constructing a 
road leading from the back of Sunset Hills 
Cemetery to Sherrill Drive. 
Clay stated that the road would eliminate 

foot traffic and cars, as well as discourage 
vandalism, another growing problem at the 
cemetery. 
To further discourage vandalism, Clay 

suggested placing "no-thru" traffic signs in 
the area, constructing a locked gate at the 
end of the proposed road leading to Sherrill 
Drive al! ' establishing a protective wall 
(approximately two feet high) in front of 
the cemetery. 
The council unanimously approved the 

recommendation. 
The Town Council also approved an at 

tendance policy which would require indi 
viduals appointed to the town's various 
committees to attend at least 75 percent of 
its regular meetings throughout the fiscal 
year. The policy states that if a member 
fails to meet three consecutive regular· 
meetings in a fiscal year, then he or she 
shall be replaced. 
According to Mayor A.W. "Bert" Huff 

man Jr., the policy was established as a 
result of too many board members failing to 
attend committee meetings. 
Though several council members ex 

pressed reservations that the policy may be 
too strict, particularly for individuals who 
may need to leave town occasionally, Coun 
cil Member Herbert Greene pointed out 
that policy states that any member may 

appeal to the council in "extraordinary" 
circumstances. 
However, he said that it is up to the 

board member seeking the exception to 
present the request. Otherwise, the vacany 
automatically occurs. 
Greene also reasoned that other towns 

are requiring 80 percent attendance for its 
members. 
The council unanimously approved the 

policy. 
In other business, the council: 

• Approved a mutual-aid agreement with 
other fire departments in the county. 
• Approved to charge Brenda Poe, tax col 
lector, with collecting 199;3 discovery taxes 
in the amount of $4,199.16. 
• Approved to offer water services to The 
Greens Subdivision. 
• Approved a low bid of $36,967 from E & 
R Inc. to provide electrical service for The 
Greens Subdivision. · 
• Approved a revision to a radio tower 
rental agreement with Blue Ridge Cellular. 
• Approved to postpone appointments to 
the Town Council's Planning Board. 
• Approved to appoint Betty Greene to 
replace Steve Kirby on the Recreation Ad 
visory Board. 
• Approved 1993-94 budget report. 
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Clover Baptist Recently Completed An Outdoor Fellowship Shelter 

Church's New Structure Site 
For Homecoming Celebration 
GRANITE FALLS - ClqNer Baptist Church will hold 

its annual homecoming setvice Sunday with the Rev. 
Thomas A. Sheppard as guest speaker. 
Sheppard, second pastor of Clover, served the con 

gregation from February 1950. until Feb~uary. 195.6. ~e 
recently retired and makes his home with his wife m 
Bostic. 
Mora Cline of Black Mountain, a charter member, will 

give a brief history on the church. 
Special music will be provided by Dana Hicks of 

Conover. She has a music ministry and will soon release 
her first album. The adult and youth choirs will perform 
"God's Choir" directed by Bill Suddreth. 
With homecoming and high attendance day, a special 

offering willbe taken for a building program, "Build and 
Obey" started by the church in January. 
The interim pastor, Dr. Smoot Baker, and members of 

the church invite former members and friends to attend 
the service and a picnic lunch under the recently 
completed fellowship shelter. 
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Clover Baptist Church I J 

Clover Baptist Church will 
hold its annual homecoming 
service on Sunday, 
September 28, with the Rev. 
Thomas A. Sheppard as the 
guest speaker. 

Sheppard, second pastor 
of Clover, served the con 
gregation from February, 
1950 until February, 1956. He 
recently retired and makes 
his home with his wife in 
Bostic, N.C. 

Mrs. Nora Cline of Black 
Mountain, a charter member, 
will give a brief history on the 
church. 

Special music will be pro 
vided by Mrs. Dana Hicks of 
Conover, N.C. She has her 

own music ministry and will 
soon release her first album. 
Special music also by the 
adult and youth choirs will 
perform "God's Choir" 
directed by Bill Suddreth. 
With homecoming and 

high attendance day, a 
special offering will be taken 
for a building program "Build 
and Obey" started by the 
church in January. 
The members of Clover in 

vite former pastors, former 
members and friends to at 
tend services and enjoy a pic 
nic lunch under the recently 
completed outside 
Fellowship Shelter. 
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MRS. RICHARD LEE WARNER 
(Julie Atkinson) 

VI arners .Married Saturday 
'In Clover, S.'C., Ceremony 
First Baptist Church of 

·Clover, S.C. was the setting 
Saturday for the wedding of 
Miss Julie Ann Atki son and 
Richard Lee Warner.' 
The Rev. John Jacob· 

Thornburg, pastor of, Plea 
sant View Baptist Church of 
Morganton and uncle of the 
bride, and Rev. David J. 
Stanford, · pastor of the 
church, officiated at the 
double-ring ceremony. 
Cynthia Faiston of Rock 

Hill, S.C. ws organist, David 
Yandle of Clover, S.C. was 
flutist and Jim Burgess of 
Thomasville was vocal 
soloist for the program of 
wedding music. 
The bride was given in 

~ marriage by her father. 
., Leslie Renee Bennett of 
Cary was maid of honor and 
bridesmaids were Amanda 
Lynn Jones of Timmonsville, 
S:C., Benita Sipes Moffitt of 
Bessemer City, Mindy Smith 
Ridenhour of Charlotte and 
Ann Elizabeth Townsend of 
Aiken, S.C. Flower girls were 
Emily Marie Warner and 
Martha Kathryn Warner. 
Ringbearer was Timothy 
Campbell Warner. 
Ushers were Lee Atkinson 

of Alexandria, Va., Todd 
Atkinson of Clover, S.C., 
Doug Coleman of Rock Hill, 
S.C. and Lanny Lowery of 
Spartanburg, S.C. 

~ .... C> - 0 I J._ ~ ~ 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin A. 
Atkinson of Clover, S.C., 
formerly of Kings Mountain, 
are parents of the bride who 
is a 1982 graduate of Clover 
High School and a 1986 
graduate of Winthrop College 
with B.S. in Education. She is 
presently teaching Special 
Education at Gateway 
Education Center in 
Greensboro. She is the grand 
daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. G. F. Sipes of Kings 
Mountain and Mrs. Leona 
Atkinson Bowers of Belmont. 

The bridegroom is the son . 
of Mrs. Irene W. Spencer of 
Edgewater, Fla. and the late . 
Otho Warner. He is a 1982 
graduate of Winthrop College 
with B.A. in Psychology and 
a 1986 graduate .of 
Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He is 
the Associate Pastor of First 
Baptist Church in 
Thomasville and a Chaplain 
First Lieutenant in the 
United States Air Force 
Reserves. 
The bride's parents enter 

tained after the ceremony at 
a beautifully appointed 
reception in the church 
fellowship hall. 

After a wedding trip, the 
couple will be at home after 
June 29 at 48-E Cedar Lodge 

· Road, ThomasviUe// 



MRS. RICHARD LEE WARNER 
(Julie Atkinson) 

W arners Married Saturday 
In Clover, S.C., Ceremony 
First Baptist Church of 

Clover, S.C. was the setting 
Saturday for the wedding of 
Miss Julie Ann Atkinson and 
Richard Lee Warner. 
The Rev. John Jacob 

Thornburg, pastor of Plea 
sant View Baptist Church of 
Morganton and uncle of the 
bride, and Rev. David J. 
Stanford, pastor of the 
church, officiated at the 
double-ring ceremony. 
Cynthia Faiston of Rock 

Hill, S.C. ws organist, David 
Yandle of Clover, S.C. was 
flutist and Jim Burgess of 
Thomasville was vocal 
soloist for the program of 
wedding music. 
The bride was given in 

marriage by her father. Her 
formal wedding gown of 
white chiffon was fashioned 

with sweetheart neckline, 
basque waist and puffed, 
long, tapered sleeves. The 
bodice, neckline, sleeves and 
skirt were trimmed with 
Chantilly lace and small seed 
pearls. The full skirt ended in 
a Cathedral length train of 
full ruffles all around. Her 
veil of illusion net with seed 
pearls and .appliques was 
trimmed with piped satin and 
held by a Juliet cap. She car 
ried her mother's prayer 
book with cascading 
phaleanopsis orchids, cham 
pagne roses, f emeries and 
gypsophilia. 
Leslie Renee Bennett of 

Cary was maid of honor and 
bridesmaids were Amanda 
Lynn Jones of Timmonsville, 

Turn To Page 3-C 
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W arners Married Saturday 
From Page 1-C 

S.C., Benita Sipes Moffitt of 
Bessemer City, Mindy Smith 
Ridenhour of Charlotte and 
Ann Elizabeth Townsend of 
Aiken, S.C. Flower girls were 
Emily Marie Warner and 
Martha Kathryn Warner. 
Ringbearer was Timothy 
Campbell Warner. 
All the attendants wore 

Jena long gowns of sapphire 
blue iridescent taffeta with 
large ruffled collars going 
front to back. They carried 
white bridal lights with 
stephanotis, coral colored 
mini carnations, liatris and 
alstromeia lilies. 
Flower girls wore white 

dresses with eyelet pinafores 
and carried white straw. 
baskets with sapphire blue 
ribbons and rose petals. 

The bridegroom wore the 
dress uniform of the United 
States Air Force and his 
groomsmen wore black pants 
with white dinner jackets and 
champagne roses in their 
lapels. 
The sanctuary of the 

church was enhanced by 
palms, ferns, and ar 
rangements of white lilies, 
champagne roses, coral 
mums and candy tuff. Brass 
candelabras held white 
tapers and candles and 
magnolia leaves were in the 
windows. 

Ushers were Lee Atkinson 
of Alexandria, Va., Todd 
Atkinson of Clover, S.C., 
Doug Coleman of Rock Hill, 
S.C. and Lanny Lowery of 
Spartanburg, S.C. 

The bride's parents enter 
tained after the ceremony at 
a beautifully appointed 
reception in the church 
fellowship hall. 
Assisting in serving 

refreshments were Lori Joye 
of Clover, S.C., Jennifer Zim 
merman of Georgia, Tricia 
Boehmke of Greenville, S.C., 
Debbie Garrick of Norway, 
S.C. and Anne Givens of 
Greenville, S.C. Distributing 
wedding programs was Libby 
Hallman of Shelby, Terry 
Carroll of Alexandria, Va. 
was at the register and Mary 
Whitesides of York, S.C. was 
wedding director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin A. 
Atkinson of Clover, S.C., 
formerly of Kings Mountain, 
are parents of the bride who 

., is a 1982 graduate of Clover 
High School and a 1986 
graduate of Winthrop College 
with B.S. in Education. She is 
presently teaching Special 
Education at Gateway 
Education Center in 
Greensboro. She is the grand 
daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. G. F. Sipes of Kings 
Mountain and Mrs. Leona 
Atkinson Bowers of Belmont. 

The bridegroom is the son 
of Mrs. Irene W. Spencer of 
Edgewater, Fla. and the late 
Otho Warner. He is a 1982 
graduate of Winthrop College 
with B.A. in Psychology and 
a 1986 graduate of 
Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He is 
the Associate Pastor of First 
Baptist Church in 
Thomasville and a Chaplain 
First Lieutenant in the 
United States Air Force 
Reserves. 

After a wedding trip, the 
couple will be at home after 
June 29 at 48-E Cedar Lodge 
Road, Thomasville. 
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Granite Falls Press, Thursday, August 21, 1986, Page g 

BAPTIST ACTEENS-(L-R) 
Ange arson, rs. Dorothy Holland, Florida Coor 
dinator, Carole Church, Carla Calloway, Trina Kir 
by, Dawn Eastridge, Tina Suddreth, Mary Suddreth, 
Rael Holland from Florida and Shannon Bolick. 
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°t'Iover.Ba.ptistClwrch will be 
celebrating their third annual 
Homecoming on Sunday, Sept. 
22. Rev. Joe Bill Church, pastor 
of Mt. Calvary Baptist in 
Valdese, will be the guest 
speaker. Regular Sunday school 
services will be at 9:45 followed 
by morning worship at 11 :00 .. 
Rev. Douglas C. Butts invites 
everyone to join in these special 
services, and to enjoy good 
fellowhip with dinner on the 
grounds. The Homecoming day 
will continue with the "Vision" 
singers from Gardner-Webb Col 
lege for the evening worship 
service. 
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was honored to have as 
their keynote speaker, Dr. 
Roy J. Smith, General 
Secretary-Treasurer of the 
N.C. Baptist Convention. 
Rev. Edgar L. Cole, pastor 
at Clover during their 
building program, 
presented special remarks. 
During the special pro 

gram, Clover's newly pur 
chased church van was 
dedicated by Earl Lingle. 

Dinner on the grounds 
was enjoyed by everyone 
following the morning 
worship. 

Page 8, Granite Falls Press, Thursday, March 7, 1985 

Clover Baptist Holds Ceremony' 
On Sunday, February 

24, Rev. Douglas C. Butts, 
pastor of Clover Baptist 
Church, officiated during a 
special "note burning" 
ceremony to celebrate the 
church's retirement debt 
on their sanctuary. Con 
struction of the sanctuary 
was initiated in 1970, along 
with plans to enter into a 
bond selling prograin. The 
beautiful sanctuary, with a 
seating capacity of 400, 
was completed October 31, 
1971. 
The Clover congregation 

Dr. Roy J .Smith, General Secretary-treasurer of the 
State Baptist Convention joined Rev. Edgar Cole, Rev. 
Douglas C. Butts, pastor of Clover Baptist and Paul 
Carson, Deacon chairman in a note burning ceremony 
Feb. 24 at the church. j' / 
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/Christion Awareness TopicA71 
( ~"-' Ot Clover Baptist Seminar 
Clover Baptist Church will hold a 

Christian awareness seminar Oct. 
25-26. 
Topics will include humanism in 

the schools, pornography, abortion, 
reclaiming Christian heritage, gov 
ernment in the church and separation 
of church and state. 

Lecturers onOct. 25 will be include 
the following: 
- 6 p.m., Peter Morris, member of 

the N.C. Right to Life and the N.C. 
Policy Council. 
- 7 p.m., Carl Horn III, .former 

Reagan administration official in the 
U.S. Department of Justice. 
- 8.20 p.m., The Rev. Darrell 

Webb, former president and co-foun 
der of Unifour Citizens for Decency. 
Refreshments will be served in the 

fellowship hall between the Horn and 
Webb lectures. 
The lecturers on Oct. 26 will include 

the following: 
-6p.m., Anne Frazier, member of 

the Southern Baptist Mission Board 
and member of Christian Action 
League. 

- 7 p.m., Kent Kelly, founder of 
Churches for Life and Liberty. 
- 8:20 p.m., The Rev. Robert 

Tenery will speak on a challenge to 
action. 
Tenery is pastor of Burkemont 

Baptist Church in Morganton. 
Refreshments will be served be 

tween the Kelly and Tenery lectures. 
Reservations should be made 

before Oct. 22. 
More information may be obtained 

by calling 396-3537, 396-1289 or 
396-2417. 
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The pastor and his wife, 
Judy will come to Granite 
Falls to live in a redecor 
ated pastorium. 

Clover Baptist Church, 
Rt. 4, Granite Falls, has 
called Rev. Douglas C. 
Butts from Morganton as 
their new pastor. 

He will begin his minis 
try Sunday morning, July 
12. 

Open house will be held 
from 3 toS pm Sunday, July 
19. Follow direction signs 
beginnin~ at the church. 
The pubhc is invited. I/ 
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1Rev .Ridley Is Speaker 
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Clover Bapti~t- C,h.Y.I.Ch 
of Granite Falls will begin 
Spring Revival Sunday, 
May 27 through Wednes 
day, May 30. The Sunday 
morning service will begin 
at 11 a.m. and all evening 
services will start at 7 p.m. 
Rev. Eugene Ridley of 

Grace Baptist Church in 
Morganton will conduct 
the Revival. Rev. Ridley is 
a great Evangelist who pro 
udly proclaims the Word 
of God. 

There will be special 
music each night and the 
nursery will be provided. 
Everyone is invited to each 
service at Clover Baptist 
Church located off Hwy. 

321, past Shuford Recrea 
tion Center, 

;;iJfi. 

Rev .. Ridley l / 



~ 
Clover Baptist Church 
The Winebargers of Lenoir 

will be singing at Clover Baptist 
Church in Granite Falls on Sun 
day, Oct. 28 at 7 p.m. 
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'I, : Two gents in knee britches adorn the church vestibule, which was decorated for Religious 
1• ··Heritage Day. 
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Clover Bapt1ist: 
.Proud to Oe part 

~ 'of Caldwell County 
By RUTH WALSH 
News-Topic Correspondent 

,.; 

GRANITE FALLS - Mem 
bers of Clover Baptist Church - 

. a church in Granite Falls that 
started years ago in a clover 
field - celebrated "Religious 
Heritage'' March 3. It honored 
Caldwell County's Sesquicenten 
nial in a special day. This 
church, on 100 Pinewood Rd., 

.. was chosen by the Religious Her 
itage Committee to be featured 
in the Lenoir News-Topic. 
Printed on the Sunday bulletin 

are the axioms: "Clover Baptist 
is proud to be a part of Caldwell 
County; A Rich Heritage A 
Bright Future." The Rev. W.H. 
McNeil who has ministered 
there for four years, preached on 
"Our Honorable Heritage," us 
ing a Bible verse from II Samu 
el, 24/24. "We have an honorable 

'heritage; we are celebrating 
what others have done," he said. 
Among the old hymns and 

songs that were sung by the 
_choir and congregation were, "B 
lessed Assurance," "How Firm 
a Foundation," "Amazing 
Grace," "Rock of Ages," and 
"On the Jericho Road." 
While the congregation stood 

and the organist played ''God of 
Our Fathers," accompanied by 
piano and trumpet, a Bible and 
Flags Processional entered the 
sanctuary displaying the Chris- 
, tian and American Flags and the 
holy Bible. The congregation sa 
luted the flags with our creeds. 
Music director Shelia Klutz sang 

... 

t 

"Holy, Holy, Holy." 
Special speaker for the service 

was Sarah Hamrick, Co-Chair 
woman of the Church Heritage 
Committee. She shared histori 
cal facts, giving names and 
dates of Caldwell County's 10 
oldest churches; seven were 
Baptist, three Methodist. County 
historians estimate there are 
several hundred churches in 
Caldwell now. Seventy churches 
are affiliated with the Caldwell 
Baptist Association. There are 
other Baptist Churches that do 
not belong to it. The oldest Black 
Churches in Caldwell County 
are: Green Hill Methodist - 
1874; St Paul AME - 1876; 
Smith Memmorial - 1876; Love 
lady Baptist- 1878. 
"I hope your celebration in 

1992 for our 50th birthday is suc 
cessful. May God bless your 
church, and you, His children," 
Hamrick said. 
For this special celebration at 

Clover Baptist, many men, 
women and children of the con 
gregation were dressed in 1841 
Era clothing. Tommy High's 
"Old family carriage" was 
parked at the front entrance of 
the church. The Sesquicentenni 
al County Flag of Caldwell Coun 
ty was displayed in the 
vestibule. Nearby tables were 
arranged with old Bibles and 
lamps resting on hand-crocheted 
table covers. In the sanctuary, 
an old Bible and oil lamp had 
been placed on the altar table. 
Windows displayed Bibles, small 
American and Christian flags 

and oil lamps. 
After the worship service, in 

the Fellowship Hall where a de- 
1 ec table picnic dinner was 
spread, members and guests en 
joyed food and much Christian 
fellowsip. Historical photos and 
information from the Chamber 
of Commerce and articles from 
the Lenoir News-Topic were ar 
ranged on tables and walls. Sara 
Moore from the Chamber of 
Commerce took photographs. 
The church secretary, Carole 
Church, did outstanding work in 
planning the celebration and 
welcoming guests. Old-fashioned 
singing was enjoyed by mem 
bers after lunch. 
Clover Baptist Church started 

when a few people who had held 
Cottage Prayer Meetings 
throughout the community, with 
Sunday School and Worship Ser 
vices in the Faith Tabernacle, 
met July 5, 1942 to organize. It 
was first known as Clover Mis 
sionary Baptist Church. 
Many ministers have pastored 

there. In 1946, it became a mem 
ber of the Caldwell Baptist Asso 
ciation. 
The Church has been active in 

all of the WMU, Brotherhood and 
Youth Activities. The first Ac 
teens (GAs) Coronation took 
place in 1973. They were the first 
Activators Team in North Caro 
lina and went on many mission 
ary assignments in other states. 
Clover Baptist participates 

yearly in Vacation Bible School. 
Backyard Bible Clubs, Missions, 
American Bible Society, Chris- 

Two congregation members 'dressed to the nines' for the church's special day and posed 
for this photo in front of Tommy High's 'old family carriage,' in which youngsters found a 
pleasant diversion. 

Clover Baptist Choir and congregation members dressed in Sesquicentennial attire and 
sang special hymns. 

tian Action League, Foreign, 
Home and State Mission offer 
ings, Van and Bus Ministry. 
Visitors are enthusiastically 

welcomed by the minister and 
members. "We praise God for 

all He has blessed Clover with 
and for the opportunities He has 
given us to serve Him," the 
church historian wrote. 

tage Committee include A vis 
Corpening, chairwoman; Sara 
Hamrick, co-chairwoman; 
James B. Dula, Patricia Davis, 
Connie Jenkins and Ruth Walsh. Members of the Church Heri- 
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