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Reunion to be 
held at Collins 
Grove Baptist 
The Hare-Holland reunion will 

take place Sunday, Sept. 17, a~ 
lins Grove Baptist C~h. 
W~ill be held at 

11 a.m. followed by lunch at 1 p.m. 
A business meeting, fellowship and 
singing will be held at 2 p.m. 
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Reunion to be 
held at Collins 
Grove Baptist 
The Hare-Holland reunion will 

take place Sunday, Sept. 17, a~ 
lins Grove Baptist C~h. 
W~ill be held at 

11 am. followed by lunch at 1 p.m. 
A business meeting, fellowship and 
singing will be held at 2 p.m. _ \ 



"Like old times" 
Collins Grove 
celebrates 
It was old times revisited enough 

when members of the Collins 
Grove Baptist Church arrived for 
the celebration of the church's 
125th anniversary on Sunday, 
May 21. 

Sam Gore, pastor, drove up in a 
horse-drawn wagon, dressed as a 
minister might have been a century 
ago. His wife and children and 
many members of the congregation 
joined in the celebration, too, by 
wearing clothing like the first 
church members would have worn. 

Dinner on the grounds followed 
another old-time tradition. 

At the 11 o'clock service Sher 
rod Holleman reminisced about the 
Bethel-Collins grove relationship, 
and Violet Stephens Tingen talked 
about the 1924 Vacation Bible 
School and the B.Y.P.U. 
Martha S. Clement talked about 

the Collins Grove history booklet 
and the notes she has added over 
the past 25 years. 
David Ross, pastor from 1986 

through 1991 delivered the mom 
Continued on page 2 
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Continued from page 1 
.:. ing message taking bis text from 
Isaiab--"Remember the rock from 
which you were hewn." 

Gore, the present pastor, used a 
burning candle to represent the 
Light of the World. He bad the 
oldest member, Blonza H. Smith, 
light her candle from it and pass the 
light to the youngest member, 
Justin Gray, as a symbol of passing 
the Good News from generation to 
generation. 

After dinner, the horse-drawn 
wagon was available to take guests 
and members to Carey's Creek to 
the old "baptizing place." Billy 
Council and Woodrow Goodwin 

. .: 
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~ Tiny church celebrates 125 years of faith and fellowship bi 
BY THOMAS HEALY 

STAFF WRITER 

HOLLEMANS CROSSROADS - In 1975, 
when the Shearon Harris Nuclear 
Plant was being planned in south 
west Wake County, the members 
of nearby Collins Grove Baptist 
Church sat down to decide their 
future. 
Some wanted to close the doors, 

fearing that the massive plant 
would eat up land and drive folks 
away. Others wanted to remain 
open, saying they would never feel 
at home anywhere else. 
The discussion dragged on, and 

a vote was taken. The result: 
13-11, in favor of keeping the 
church open. 
On Sunday, 20 years later, the 

members of Collins Grove cele 
brated that vote and all the other 

. ......___ ' 

'J.m very concerned 
about why we're not 

reaching more 
people. It's so hard 
to understand what 
we need to do.' 
Sherrod Holleman 

member of Collins Grove church 

decisions that have sustained this 
tiny church for 125 years. The 
endurance of their church, they 
say, is a testament to the strength 
of faith and fellowship. 
"We've kept up the struggle," 

said Martha Clement, 64, one of 
the members who voted to keep 

the church open. "And it has been 
a struggle, because we just have a 
few for Sunday school and just a 
few more who come in for Sunday 
service." 
The fortunes of Collins Grove 

have been up and down ever since 
the 1975 vote, Clement says. Al 
ready small, the church lost near- 

. ly half its members as the Shea 
ron Harris plant took shape. At 
times, the attendance at Sunday 
service dipped as low as 10 mem 
bers. 
Sherrod Holleman was one of 

those who left the church. With 
the power plant claiming so much 
land to the west, he figured 
everything else would move 
northeast toward Holly Springs. 
So he went that way himself. He 

SEE CHUl~H, PA@ . 

Members gather at Collins Grove Baptist Church in southwest Wake 
County for a picnic in honor of the church's 125th anr)iversary~ 

STAFF PHOTO BY GARY ALLEN 
. I ------- . \ 
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transferred to Holly Springs Bap 
tist Church and stayed there four 
years, until his heart called him 
back to Collins Grove. 
"I realized I made a mistake; 

this was still home to me," Holle 
man said Sunday. "I guess you 
could say I didn't really leave. 
Bodily, yes. But I still had a deep 
interest in this place." 
Holleman is glad to be back at 

his native church, which now has 
about 40 members. Almost every 
thing in his life is connected to this 
place: his wife, his sister, his 
niece, his memories of attending 
Collins Grove School next door. 
But he worries about the 

church's future. Many of its loyal 
members, like him, are older and 
won't be around forever. And if 
the church can't bring in new 
blood, he wonders what will hap 
pen. 
"I'm very concerned about why 

we're not reaching more people," 
he said. "It's so hard to under 
stand what we need to do. I've 
about given up thoughts." 
Some members see better days 

ahead, though. With several de 
velopments springing up just 
down the road in Holly Springs, 

/" .····CHATHAM 
;.$ co. 
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The News & Observer 

they say the congregation could 
soon swell again. 
And even if it doesn't, they have 

faith the church will endure. 
"I've got a lot of expectations 

for the future and a lot of hope 
that God will sustain us," said 
Sam Gore, the church's part-time 
pastor and a 1994 graduate of 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. "We'll never be a 
church like First Baptist of Ra 
leigh. But wherever a few are 
gathered, we're a church." 
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Gore to serve as 
associate pastor 
Sam Gore, a student at South 

eastern Baptist Theological Semi 
nary, has been called to serve as the 
associate pastor of Collins Grove 
Baptist Church in Holly Springs. 
He is a native of Conway, S.C. 

and is a graduate of Horry 
Georgetown Technical College in 
Conway, S.C. 
His wife, Sharon, is from Wichita 

Falls, Texas. They have two chil 
dren, Lisa, 16, and Sammy, 13. 
Gore began serving at Collins 

Grove last Sunday and will con 
tinue for a period of three months 
as part of the church's new inter 
nship program--A.I.M. (Associate 
Intern Ministry). 
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~ Jollins , . Grove Bapt:::*~:urch will have :.~ 
Charles B. Howard from Buies Creek, N. C. [Dept. of 
Religion, Emeritus, Campbell University], well known 
evangelist to preach. Mr. Joe Stephenson from 
Fuquay-Varina will sing. The community is invited to 
hear. these outstanding Christians on December 9 at 
11:00 a.m, 



NEW BUILDING-Ground was broken recently the pastor is Rev. Sam Gore. Pictured are Gore, 
for a new fellowship Hall at Collins Grove Baptist John Clement, chairman of the deacons, 
hurch, which is celeorating its 126th Charles Haire, chairman of the building 

anm r ary this year. The church is on Avent committee, Blanza Smith and S.W. Holleman. 
Ferry Road near New Hill-Holleman Road and 

\, \. 
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Co llins Grove 1 

calls pastor 
Sam Gore, a student at South 

eastern Baptist Theological Semi 
nary, has been called Lo serve as the 
Associate Pastor of Collins Grove 
Baptist Church in Holly Springs/ 
He is a native of Conway, S. C 

and is a graduate of Horru 
Georgetown Technical College i .. 
Conway, S.C. 
His wife, Sharon, is from Wichita 

Falls, Texas. They have 2 children, 
Lisa, 16 and Sammy, 13. 
Gore began serving at Collins 

Grove last sudnay and will con 
tinue for a period of three months 
as part of the church's new inter 
ship program - A.I.M. (Associate 
Intern Ministry.) 
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(cJ=tl Rev. War Hero Marks 
remember as v: dl as Hare, 
who is in his eighties. 

On a recent Friday aftemo· 
on. Hare made his way down 
the old logging path which. 
tead- into the woods near 
Collin~ GrlJ''e Church, hoping 
to find the old baptising hole. 
He never found it, but the 
excursion did bring back me· 
morics. 

. He recalled that the old 
logging path was once heavily 
used by wagons hauling wood 
from the sawmills near Cary's 
Creek. During the summer, 
the people raised cotton and in 
the winter, they cut timber. 

The old logging p -th was 
still €kar\y marked, Hare 
found, although .a bit l vergr 
own in spots. The tall, pine 
trees still towered on e. 'her . 
side and dainty wildfloVI -rs 
decorated the trail. 

For a moment. Hare pause~ 
by a huge. old pine, still strong 
and mighty. ''A man once told 
me that the two loveliest 
things on earth are a tall pine 
tree and a beautifu\woman~." 
he said. 

by Etta Lee 
On a frosty rooming in the 

1870s, the congregation of 
· Collins Grove Baptist Church 
\ed Exem Hare's mother to a 
peaceful water hole, formed by 
the meanderings of Cary's 
Creek near Ho\\eman's Cross· 

roads. Submerging Hare's mother 
in the icy water, the minister 
declared her. baptised in the 
name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
made her one of the first 
members of Co\\ins Grove 
Baptist Church. For years, 
flocks of other converts would 
come to this place to be 
cleansed of sin. 

Now Co\\ins Grove Church, 
like the surrounding area, is 
suffering from atrophy. Chur· 
ch enrollment has dwindled to 
about 25 members, most of 
them elderly, says Hare, who 
still remains a faithful mem 
ber. While the rest of Wake 
County deals with urban spr 
awl, young people have fled 
the Co\\ins Grove area. 

Only the old natives re· 
member, and few of them 

Another time, he pointed to 
a sourwood tree, recalling how 
as a boy he stripped the 
branches of bark and made 
whistles. 
''Back then. you made your 

own toys/' he said. 
Earlier in the day, Hare bad 

stopped at Collins Grove Ch· 
urch. "The church was built 
in the 1870s. It has been 
remodeled several times since 
then." 

Around the turn of the 
century, another church was 
founded nearby, Bethel Chris· 
tian Church. 
"One Sunday, the Co\\ins 

Grove Church had called in 
some young whippersnapper 
of a minister to preach, and his 
sermon was full of hell and fire 
and brimstone. Some of the 
people liked it and the rest 
didn't." As he reca\\ed, three men, 
one of them Dr. James Judd, 
suddenly decided to form their 
own church. 
"l'\\ give the \and," the 

doctot said. 

Collins Grove's History 
''And l'll provide the tim 

ber," said another. 
On that day, Bethel Christ· 

ian Church was born, but its 
life was to be short. It no 
longer survives, forgotten by 
most people. 

People have also forgotten 
the old schoolhouse. But as 
Hare recalled, 140 pupils once 
walked to the school, which 
was built near the Collins 
Grove Church. 

Only the cemetery remained 
to name the members of the 
Collins Grove and Bethel 
Churches. Once, the churches 
had their own cemeteries, but 
when Carolina Power and 
Light bought the surrounding 
land several years ago for the 
Shearon Harris Nuclear Plant 
reservoir, Bethel Christian 
Church's cemetery was inclu 
ded in the property. 

CP&L moved the bodies to 
higher ground, with a few 
Collins Grove gravesites which 
had to be changed. 

The new, little cemetery was 
at the end of a wooded path. 

Hare pointed out the tombsto· 

1nes. Many of the headstones told 
the stories of the people buried 
beneath. "She did the best 
she could," a tombstone said 
of Mrs. Anna Marks, who was 
born August 20, 1859, and 
died i\pri\ 6, 1929. 

MarY A. Pearce, who was 
born March 26, 1859, and died 
September 2, 1929, had a more 
illustrious epithet: "Tis but 
the casket ties here; the gem 
that nned it sparkles yet." 

Other people passed throu· 
gh the area without recording 
their names ·· like the Indians 
who 1eft the flints which can 
sti\\ be found, according to 

Hare. 
NearbY was the field where 

General Sherman's army cam· 
ped in the final weeks of the 
Civil War· As a boy, Hare 
heard stories about Shennan's 
artllY •• bow they ~ the[ 
farmbOuses in spite of the 
resideuts' attempts to hide 
their supplies. 

"The. soldiers ate up every· 
thing and took the silverwa· 
re," he said. "My mother told 
me how they carried the hogs 
away with them." 

For years, it was possible to 
. find bits of ammunition left in 
the field.· Hare said he once 
collected the "mini-ba\\s" left 

\ 

there. Hare also knew Revolution· 
ary War period lore. -Just 
below his house was a small 
monument to John Norris, his 
great-great-grandfather, who 
was born in 1750 and died in 
1822. Norris fought in Col. 
John Hinton's company, acco· 
rding to the monument. 

Although Hare doesn't kn· 
ow the nature of Norris' 
contribution, books written 
about the period describe Col. 
John Hinton's activities. 
Hinton was a well-known 
Wake County soldier and 
statesman when North Caro· 
una was divided internally 
among the governing class of 
aristocratic planters and the 
"Regulators," small farmers 

:ontinued on page J 
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Tb_is monument to John Norris reads: "In memory 0f . ' " 

Norris, Jr., Hinton's ce., N. C. Mi\. Rev. War M 

1750 M 

, arch 11, 

. • ay 12, 1822, U. S. Gov." 



"She did the best she could," this headstone says of Mrs. Anna Marks, who was born 
August 20, 1859, and died April 8, 1929. 

I 
onuments From 

• . . 1 
The Past 

Remain In Collins Grove 
Continued from page one 

who revolted against taxes and 
unfair treatment from the 
aristocrats. 
When Governor Tryon call 

ed for a militia to squash the 
Regulators' rebellion, Hinton 
organized Wake County men 
to serve in Tryon' s army. In a 
1902 edition of The South 
Atlantic Quarterly, Mary Hill 
iard Hinton wrote that Hin 
ton's men fought at the 
famous Battle of Alamance on 
March 16, 1771, when 1,425 
militiamen in Tryon's army 
met about 2,000 Regulators. 

After a two-hour battle at 
Alamance, the Regulators we 
re defeated and scattered, 
never to rise again. 
Norris' role in Hinton's 

company may never be known, 
but his monument still stands. 
Hare occasionally visits it, 
taking his scythe to cut back 

the weeds ·· his way of 
keeping the past alive. 

Hare spoke of the Collins 
Grove area in loving terms and 
could recall its family trees like 
a biblical recorder. Only when 
he mentioned its shrinking 
population did he sound bitter. 

He stood in front of Collins 

Grove Church, looking across 
the road at an abandoned 
farmhouse and beyond that, 
the field where Sherman once 
camped. His eyes grew sad. 

"You've heard of ghost 
towns, like the ghost towns out 
West?" he said. "Well, 
you' re looking at one now." 



/ 

CUPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

fl. RALEIGH. NC 27603 
\:/ TEL. (919) 833-2079 

IM..i ... rtNDENT 
FUQUAY VARINA, N. 

DEC 20 95 

COLLINS GROVE BAPTlS! \ 
Tue Adult Choir wm--present a 

musical production, "A Homemade· 
Christmas." during me morning 
worship service on Dec. 24 begin 
ning at 11 a.m. There will also be a· 
CbristmaS Eve candlelight service 
at 6 p.m. Collins Grove is located 
at 3400 Avent Ferry Road, mree 
miles south of Holly Springs. All 
are welcome to attend bOth ser- 
vices. 
BAPTIST GROVE BAPTIS! 
The Youth of BaptfstUrove in-! 

vlte you to drive thl'ough tbe1' 
_churctl's. parkin'g lot 1.lt(:P~Y nee. 22, from 7-8:30 p.m. to enjoy 
their live nativity scene. Tbe church 
is on CbrisUan Light Road. 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
On ChrlstmaS Eve tbere will be 

an 11 am. children's service with 
Eucharist followed by the deeorat 
ing of the church tree. Later, there· 
will be a Midnight Mass beginning 
at 11 p.m. Tue public is invited to 
join in these traditional services. 

DUNCAN CHURCH OF GOD 
Tue Duncan Church of God on 

Dec. 31 will have a regular service, 
communion and feet washing. Fea 
tured will be special singing,. 

refreshments and praying the old 
year out and the new year in. 
Everyone is welcome. Pure in. 
Heart. Glory Bound, Ray of Hope 
and others will be the singers. 

ST. BERNADETTE CATHOLIC 
Mass schedule for CbristmaS 

weekend: Saturday, Dec. 23, 7 p.m .. 
- Regular vigil for Sunday; Sun-· 
day, Dec. 24, 9:30 am. * - Regular· 
Sunday mass; Sunday, Dec. 24, 8 
p.m. - Children's Pageant & 
CbristmaS Carols & 8:30 p.m. - 
Midnight Mass for Christmas. 
Also, ll·p.m. Hispanic Mass. Mon-· 
)ia.y, ])ec. 25, 9:30 am, - Mass fot 
CbrlstmaS Day. 

ST. AUGUST A RFW 
Watch Night service will. be held 

at St. Augusta RFW Baptist Church· · 
Dec. 31, 1995 at 11 p.m. Guest 
speaker for that service will be . 
Rev. Thomas McCuller and First. 
Baptist Church, Fuquay-Varina .. 
Everyone is cordially invited to at-: 
tend. 

ABIDING PRESENCE LUTHERAN · 
Abiding Presence Lutheran· 

Church will have its Lutheran · 
ChristmaS Eve Worship~ 

communion Sunday afternoon at 
4:30 p.m. at the Fuquay-Varina 
Presbyterian Church, 308 Nortb 
Ennis St., Fuquay-Varina· Twenty 
percent of the CbristmaS Eve Offer 
ing will be designated for Family 
Aid of Fuquay-Varina. 

EMMANUEL HOLINESS CHURCH 
"The Beginning of CbristmaS," a 

CbristmaS cantata. will be presept 
ed by Etnmalluel Holiness Church 
located at 504 S. Fuquay Avenue, 
Fuquay-Varina on Sunday, Dec. 
24, at 11 a.m. The public is invited 
to au.end. For more information call 
552-6405. 

CHURCH CALENDAR ITEMS 
We welcome announcements of 

special upcoming church events 
that are open to the public and of· 
general readership interest. How-· 
ever, in-house ·church events 
(routine meetings, choir rehearsals, 
worship services, etc.) will not be 
printed. Tue newspaper reserves 
the right to edit all items submitted 
for publication and to determine 
what would be of interest to its 
readers. The deadline to submit 
iteJDS for the Church Calendar is 10 
am. Monday morning before Wed 
nesday of publication. ~ 



Sunday evening brought an 
end to a fun day for those en 
joying the recreation of Harris 
Lake near Holly Springs, but 
for two area residents, It 
brought a beginning to a new 
way of life. Robin Elliott, 29, 
and Scotty Tart, 19, were bap 
tized in the old-fashioned tra 
dition as Rev. David Cross ad 
ministered the rites and sub 
merged them in the sight of 
God and nature. With Harris 
Lake as Its baptistery, the 
congregation of Collins Grove 
Baptist Church celebrated 
with Mrs. Elliott and Mr. Tart 
from the dryness of the 
banks. Clockwise from bot 
tom left, Rev. Ross (right) ac 
companies Mr. Tart into waist 
deep waters. Mrs. Elliott 
prepares to symbolize her 
commitment; Mr. Tart Is 
lowered carefully; and then 
comes up again, smlllng; as 
does Mrs. Elliott at her turn. 

Harris Lak 
By JONI JANIK 
Staff Writer 
In a ceremony accented with the 

squeals of passing skiers who were 
oblivious to the somberness of the 
afternoon, two local residents were 
baptized in the waters of Harris 
Lake Sunday afternoon. 
Collins Grove Baptist Church, 

whose congregation was chartered 
in 1870, is a close-knit group of 
Christians who are proud of their 

serves as baptistery 
heritage. And "tradition" was a 
word that kept popping up during 
conversation Sunday afternoon. 
"I think oint' nrch has been there 

a long time, and everybody is like a 
family -- this is right in line with 
that kind of tradition," said Robin 
Elliott, 29, one of two persons bap 
tized in the old-time-religion style. 
Mrs. Elliott, who has attended the 
small church off-and-on since she 
was a teenager, officially joined the 

church two months ago. 
In the belief of Baptists, new 

church members or those who have 
freshly accepted the Christian 
ideals are submerged in water as a 
symbolic means of celebration. 
Rev. David Ross, pastor of the 

church, explained that the word 
"Baptist" itself can be translated 
literal! y into "submerged." 
"As Baptists we believe that bap 

tism is necessary after one receives 
Christ into his or her heart and pub 
licly commits to a Christian life," 
Ross said to a group of casually 
dressed church members. Standing 
on the lake's bank as boats loaded 
and unloaded from a nearby dock, 
Ross poetically described baptism 
as more than just a ceremony. 
"We believe that baptism is a 

beautiful symbolism of how Christ 
died and then rose again to live 
eternal," Ross said. "Being totally 
submerged in water, as Christ was 
himself by John the Baptist, is a 
commitment to be Christian in 
every facet of life." 
Robin and another new Collins 

Grove member, Scotty Tart, 19, 
chose to be baptized in the lake in 
the way baptisms have taken place 
since the days of Christ. 
"We had other choices," Scotty 

said, "but we thought this would be 
nice. It's so traditional." 
Robin agreed, "This is special. 

Just as special as I feel the church 
is to me. There was just something 
about the idea of being baptized in 
a lake that appealed to me." 
A group of about 25 congregation 

members were on hand to help the 
two celebrate their new church 
membership and their new commit 
ment to Christianity through the 
Baptist beliefs. 
Mary Macon, whose grandmother 

Cornelia Holland was a charter 
member of Collins Grove 120 years 
ago, said, "I was baptized myself in 

a wide spot in a creek." 
Muerlene Haire, a longtime mem 

ber of Collins Grove, said, "I ~as 
really impressed with the service 
today. It took me back to when I 
was young and was baptized in a 
farm pond. 
"It just seems so much more 

meaningful and natural somehow 
when it's done outdoors under 
Heaven," she reflected. 
Collins Grove has baptized new 

members indoors, especially in 
cold-weather months, by borrowing 
the baptisteries of Piney Greve, 
Apex and Holly Springs Baptist 
Churches. But in the warmer 
months, Rev. Ross leaves the 
Harris Lake option open ... for tradi 
tion's sake. 
Mrs. Macon seems to prefer the 

lake idea, too. It's good for busi 
ness, apparently. 
"We had a whole family of Meth 

odist turned into Baptists down 
there just last year," she chides 
good-naturedly. 
Collins Grove has a heritage it 

works hard to maintain: members 
are like family; the church building 
is clean, neat, functional and 
nestled comfortably in the country; 
and no one is a stranger. 
Mrs. Macon says, "If you're not 

kin to anybody, you're still a part 
of us ... it's always been that way. 
The Lord has really kept us going 
and has kept us together." 

Robin is happy to be a part of the 
congregation "officially." 
She says, "I went to a lot of other 

churches, but something always 
brought me back here. I always feel 
like I'm coming home." 
Scotty, whose wife Kristie is a 

longtime member, also feels com 
fortable with his decision. 
"Today was like going back to 

old times. I'm glad I was a part of 
it." 
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Members of the Community Wide 
Food Bank in Holly Springs spent 
this past Saturday bringing 
Thanksgiving joy to people they 
help throughout the year. 
Over 70 people came to a 

Thanksgiving feast at Collins 
Gr.ove Baptist Church on Avent ~ 
Ferry Road Saturday afl;noon. 
Food. Bank President Michelle 
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Krohn and other members prepared 
the meal that featured turkey, ham 
and other Thanksgiving foods. 
Later in the evening, food bank 

volunteers began putting together 
30 boxes of grocery items to de 
liver to area families for their 
Thanksgiving meals. 
"We're trying to reach out and 

help some people," said Krohn as 
she and others filled boxes in the 
church's fellowship hall. 
Krohn says she is grateful to other 

area organizations and groups that 
have contributed to the Thanks 
giving food drive coordinated the 
food bank~ ~ · · ·- • - · 
Holly Springs Elementary School 

donated 470 pounds of food items 
to the effort. The Holly Springs 
Woman's Club contributed 54 
pounds of food and $50. Corner 
stone Presbyterian Church donated 
30 turkeys. 
Another 205 pounds of non 

perishable food at $80 were con 
tributed through a dance benefit 
sponsored by the Holly Springs 
School of Dance, the Holly Springs 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
local parks and recreation depart- 

-Sandy Gose 
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