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The Challenge 

There is a crisis in American theological education. Enrollment is down in 
seminaries and divinity schools nationwide. Most of the very best students in 
undergraduate schools arc shunning professional ministry. There is deep 
concern about the quality and quantity of the future leadership of America's 
religious institutions. There is an obvious and urgent need for a fresh approach 
to recruiting and equipping ministers to lead tomorrow's churches. 

In spite of these troubles, Wake Forest University has taken a bold and 
courageous step and dee I a red its in ten lion to bcgi n a new di vi ni ty school. It is 
increasingly evident that now, perhaps more than ever before, new ways of 
preparing God's select ministers arc necessary. Because it is uninhibited by pre- 
existing constraints and not bound to established policies and practices, Wake 
Forest has an unlimited opportunity to do something not only new and different, 
but something better than it has ever been done before. 

We want to honor our Baptist history and heritage, as well as the founding 
purpose of the University, by providing theological education in an atmosphere 
of openness and integrity. We want faculty and students in the Divinity School 
that match the cast and quality of the faculty and students of the University's 
other professional schools. We want lo be of service lo the churches by providing 
trained leadership that is competent and compassionate. 

Basic Characteristics 

In order to fulfill these promises, we will be a school that has the following 
characteristics. 

We will be ecumenical. Because of who we arc and where we have come 
from, tile Wake Forest University Divinity School will have an unmistakable 
Baptist flavor. However, we want to serve the larger Christian family by 
educating students from a variety of traditions. We intend to celebrate the 
diversity of the Christian faith. 

We will be university related. The Divinity School will have a 
curriculum designed and taught by educators associated with the University's 
other professional schools of law, management, and medicine, as well as by the 
Divinity School's own faculty. We will be able to draw upon the rich resources 
that arc already available 011 the campus -- the 1.2 million-volume Z. Smith 
Reynolds Library, an outstanding faculty in Communication and Rhetoric, and the 
University's extensive computer network, as examples. We will also tic directly to 
the School of Pastoral Care at the North Carolina Baptist Hospital, a Winston-Salem 
neighbor and a nationally-recognized institution in its own right. 
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We will provide a strong core of basic theological studies. 
student at the Wake Forest University Divinity School will be immersed 
classical foundations of clerical preparation -- Biblical studies, church 
and theology. 

Every 
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history, 

We will stress the importance of effective communication 
Many American churches have lost the benefit of dynamic preaching. 
Forest intends to train preachers who have something to say and who 
to say it. 

skills. 
Wake 

know how 

These four strong emphases will anchor the Divinity School in academic 
excellence. In addition, we will have at least four other strategic distinctives. 

Strategic Distinctives 

We will be congregation centered. Our curriculum will seek to 
empower the local congregation to work with shared values toward common goals. 
This cutting-edge emphasis represents a new and exciting area in American 
theological education. 

We will accentuate practical theology. We want to prepare students for 
the active practice of professional ministry. We propose hands-on learning 
experiences with real people in real life situations. 

We will sponsor an annual symposium. We envision a National 
Conference on Practical Theology, an on-going conclave of pre-eminent scholars 
and practitioners from across the country. Under Divinity School direction and 
with Divinity School involvement, they will meet on a regular basis in an effort to 
join the best theory with practice and to shape theoretical developments with 
practical experience. Each conference will be built around a significant theme 
and will be designed to enhance the effectiveness of practical theologians in 
ministerial settings. 

We will offer a unique one-course-at-a-time academic calendar. A 
structure for in-depth study within a concentrated period of time provides 
unexcelled opportunities. It will allow pastors, church staff, denominational 
employees, and interested others to participate in quality short-term study. It will 
allow the Divinity School to enlist outstanding visiting faculty from a variety of 
places and situations. It will allow for the introduction of new and relevant 
courses as needs warrant. 

Taken together, these characteristics and distinctives mean that the Wake 
Forest University Divinity School has the momentous opportunity to beneficially 
impact American theological education, and thus the churches of our nation, 
forever. 
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