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Future research of these land sales and the development of the Town of Wake Forest will 

provide a more complete picture of the built landscape of Wake Forest College. 73 While much of 

the town’s development took place after the Civil War, enslaved men and women lived and 

worked on many of the residential properties in what is now the contemporary Wake Forest 

Historic District. Such a study should also consider the communities enslaved African-

Americans created and preserved after emancipation, particularly the community created by the 

Olive Branch congregation and the relationships among field laborers and domestic workers.  

 This research is incomplete, constrained by time and resources. Many sources consulted 

throughout this report cite the Board of Trustees Minutes, but I was unable to gain access to these 

records. They would have been especially helpful in understanding Berry’s commission and the 

experiences of the enslaved people who built the College Building and the Brick Houses. 

Additionally, I suggest future researchers look more closely at the Diaries of William Tell 

Brooks, Calvin Jones’s Farm Journal, the Samuel and Sally Wait Papers, and the Sanders 

Meredith Ingram Papers.74 Other collections which may be helpful are the Foster Fort, Isham 

Young, and Samuel Wait Collections at the North Carolina State Archives. This project will take 

                                                      
73 For example, sometime before 1850, an unidentified building was moved to Lot 26 where it became a store. It is 
not clear who moved the building to Lot 26 or who operated the store. According to Paschal, the College likely 
owned the lot until after the Civil War and the building was rented for a store well into the 1850s. The building can 
be seen on Lot 26 in the 1850 Lithograph of WFC Campus. 

74 The Diaries of William Tell Brooks, the Samuel and Sally Wait Papers, and the Sanders Meredith Ingram Papers 
can all be found at the Z. Smith Reynolds Library Special Collections and Archives, Wake Forest University, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, USA. Calvin Jones’s Farm Journal can be found at the Southern Historical 
Collection at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The Diaries of William Tell Brooks is cited in Paschal 
as describing the setting off of the graveyard for the first student who died on campus. Brooks may also talk about 
the graves of the enslaved who died while constructing the College Building. The Farm Journal provides daily 
entries of farm activities, overseer duties, machinery and infrastructure construction directions with diagrams, 
diagrams of the fields on the Calvin Jones Plantation, amongst other general plantation information which will be 
helpful in understanding the lived experience on the Plantation. I believe a letter from Malachi Nicholas Strickland 
found at the ZSR Special Collections and Archives at WFU may also be helpful in describing the early campus. 
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Appendix 
 

Figure 1. Plan of the Cedar Grove Plantation, Halifax County, NC from John Michael Vlach’s 
Back of the Big House: The Architecture of Plantation Slavery. John Michael Vlach, Back of the 
Big House: The Architecture of Plantation Slavery (Chapel Hill: The University of North 
Carolina Press, 1993), 210. 
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Figure 2. Plan of Chimneys of the Houses for the Enslaved or Office at the Calvin Jones 
Plantation by Calvin Jones. Farm Journal, 1820-1835, in the Calvin Jones Papers #921, 
Southern Historical Collection of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 250. 
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Figure 3. Plantation Field Diagrams by Calvin Jones from his Farm Journal. Farm Journal, 
1820-1835, in the Calvin Jones Papers #921, Southern Historical Collection of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, 96, 98. 
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Figure 4. Lithograph of Wake Forest College Campus, 1850, Wake Forest Historical Museum.  
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Figure 5. Wake Forest Town Plot Map created by a committee appointed by the Board of 
Trustees in 1839 to lay off lots of College land to be sold to create a town. J. H. Gorrell, “A 
History of the Grounds of Wake Forest College,” Bulletin of Wake Forest College 2, no. 2, 103. 
 

 


