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MY'dearly beloved, ladies and gentlemen, I appreciate your invitation to take part in this gather 
ing of the friends of Wake Forest. No Univ can be stronger than the devot of its friends and sup 
portef's, and I, as an humble and generally well-disliked employee of tliol Wake Forest, am grateful 
thatlyou have taken the time & trouble to assist in planning its program and guiding its future. 
For \.tlile about that future I have no doubts, there must be constant discussion of the programs 
and the methods by which we move into it. And so I am glad to see your interest in the Univ and 
wish you well in your planning sessions for it. 

The young lady who invited me here asked that I talk to you briefly about the changing univ 
in the past few yrs since you charged out of the graduation ceremony with a shouted ••stand aside, 
world, I've got my AB,1• and the wise old world replied, Sit down, son, or daughter, am I'll tee.ch 
you the rest of the alphabet. It has been a troubled and challenging time on campuses everywhere 
in the world in these past yrs. I was visiting lecturer on Amer Civilizat in France in the after 
math of the revolution of May/68, at a time when the slogans were still visible on the walls and 
the sense of breaking with the past and start;i.ng something new was at.r-org Ly in the wind. And I 
want to take as my text the unprecedently events in the pol world of the last 3 weeks; it is not 
my purpose to condemn or to praise, but rather to use these events as illustrative of our current 
dilemmas. You all know how, for first time in Amerllist, a candidate for high office was removed 
from his party's ticket because of his heal.th prot>lems. He had endured emotional depression and 
he had summitted to electrical shock treatmts, and it was alleged that he had not told it like it 
was when invited to participate. Now I submit that the vicissitudes of the Dem Party are an alle 
gory of contemp society, and in particular of the Universities. As a society we have known the 
meaning of emotional exhaustion in considering the probls of the country; we have known depression 
at the extent of violence and inequities and apathy; we have had the shock treatmt of striking 
students, protesting students, violent students; and we have heard about the credibility gap betw 
what people have said and what they have done. The Sen from Mo, and the Dem Party, are there fore 
reflections in miniature of the larger society in which we live. This has been especially true of 
the Univs, and 1'1F has not been spared. With the CivRts protests of a decade ago, the women's lili 
mvmt that came soon after, and the genl resistance to the war and ecological crises, to poverty & 
injustice, we on campus have gone thru exhaustion and depression and the shock treatmt and the 
probl of credibil. And because 'We do not wish to be dropped from the ticket of Amer's youth and 
Amer's future we have made changes. WF has been Spired much of the trouble because those changes 
came !dth some judgmt, some calm, and often in advance of the demand. 

Perhaps the most interesting change came last fall with the opening of the new dormitory. 
Owing to a fortuitous bit of incompetence o~ the part of th3 'builders, students moved in a month 
before locks were installed on the doors, and without :rooaning to it became an integrated dorm. 
From all reports I got what happened was altogether wholesome and respectable, but I must confess 
that nothing else around here lately has made me wish so earib.estly to have been born 30 yrs later. 

The changed curriculum and the 4-1-4, the most obiious alteration of the old pat 
terns, I leave to my colleagae Schoonmaker, who I see is on the program for this evening. It is 
enough to say that students take one fewer course each semester (and the semester is reduced 2 wks 
in time, so that it about balances out) and can give Q.:e presumably more attention,and then take a 
Jan cou:flse that is off the beaten track and in a way innovative. My own experience •••• 

The law school building is being expanded to give more space, and you all know and contrib 
to plans for a new building for the fine arts. That too may be a balance--more space to teach 
young lawyers how to get witnesses to sing, and a place for young singers to learn how to fill 
empty space with noise. 

But the most ouvious and most important change has been in the nature and purpose of the 
students themselves. When I came here 93 years ago moststudents were from rural NC, children of 
good people who had not themselves attended a college and wanted tteir children to have the advant. 
of professional career. WF served a definite purpose of preparing these people, and great has 
been their influence. I shudder to think t'hat this state would have been had there been ng WF to 
give them the training and the credentials to befome ministers, teachers, law,yers, doctors,u~nd to 
stay at home to practice their trades. But in this decade we are getting bright young peeple, 
most of them children of parents who went to college and who do not need the boost of upward soc 
ial mobility. What they want most is to learn, to grow up, to see the relevance of applying knowl 
to probls. This is the generat that best refls the recent probls of the Dems--depressed, shocked, 
and demanding the truth from those who speak to them. It is among these students that the Univ 
has changed the most, and yet it is here that it has remained most fully committed to its old objs. 

) WF will remain relevant so long as truth is relevant, so long as God is truth am the truth sets 
men free, so long as 111 that has entered into man's past experience has any bearing upon his 
present and his future. For the Univ is changing, but only to make it more nearly what it has 
been thru its long history--the alee shock treatment for a depressed society that craves truth 
and credibility more than ever before. 


