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As we go through this life, confined as we are within the walls of our flesh, limited in time and 
touch, we may know the meaning of doubauand fear. We canmt see you, O Lord; we cannot hear thy 

voice, for know by touching that thou art near. How can we then have the assurance of thy pres 
ence in this life? If you and I have ever known such feelings, then the text we have this even 
ing should instl?Uct and comfort us. We read of the boy Jacob, running from the vengeance of his 
brother Esau. Jacob had tricked Esau out of his birthright, by giving him a bowl of red pottage 
when he came in .from hunting, hungry to the point of weakness. Then, with the help of his mother 
Rebekah, he put on goatskins and took his blind father Isaac a bowl of stew. He pretended to be 
Esau, for the fatl:E r intended to give the .favorite his blessing. The voice is the voice of Jacob, 
but the hands, covered as they were with kidskin, are the hands of Esau. So Isaac blessed Jacob. 
Esau hated Jacob because.ief the blessing, and he said to himself, I will kill my brother Jacob. 
To escape, Jacob left his home and journeyed eastward across the desert, to find safety in the 
tents of his mother's father and family. Along the way he came to a certain place, and be stayed 
there because the sun had set, and it was growing dark. He took as tone for ~pillow, and lay 
down to sleep. That night the whole world was changed, because of what happened to Jacob. It 
happened in a dreain, as he slept. In a dream he could get away from the reality he faced when he 
was awake.· That was fear, terror, loneliness,uncertainty, and, we may guess, a heavy load of un 
resolved guil~1 ... for what he had done to his brother. But the dream was not a sad reminder of the 
past. - It was1nt:;preview of a future filled with light and the presence of God. It was a dream 
with a joyous announcement ••• that there is a relatshp between heaven and earth. Jacob saw a lad 
der, reaching from where he was, to where God is, and he saw it as heaven. Heaven in the Bible 
is another word for the great possibilities God has to offer us. It tells us that earth is not 
left to its own resources, but that there is a connection to heaven. Heaven is not earth, but 
neither is it a place apart from where we are. In this fact we see the beginnings of the gospel 
teaching that God will no~ leave us helpless, that we are not cut off from the spirit who governs 
the universe. It tells us that the time will come when God will appear incarnate, in the flesh 
of an historical man. On the ladder between that stone pillow, and that heaven of great possibil 
ities for a new world, (That is gospel, good news.) Jacob saw angels going up and coming down. 
Angels are God1s messengers, sent to assure us that God's promises will be f'ulfilled. The old 
life of fear is being replaced by the God of love. God comes where we did not expect Him, and 
did not deserve his watchcare. Here is the answer to the oldest question we can ask--is there a 
coming of God who changes the present reality to something new? Is there a God who transforms 
and saves us? The answer of Jacob's dream is a loud YES. That is what Jacob saw in the dream. 
Even more meaningful is what Jacob he~;d, vv.13-15. It is one of the high spots of Bibl revela 
tion, for it is a promise that camc:t~ver be broken. God announced that he will enter time, & 
history, to change the course of it. Jacob came to that desert place, fleeing for his life; now 
he will leave it, changed by the only thing that can change--a world that offers him a different 
future. I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaa9; the land on which 
you lie I will give to you and to your d ascendants. It was the promise made to Abraham, and to 
Isaac, now made eternal. He~ven has come to be ~9 earth; all our fears and despair shall be re 
placed by the assurance of Goa 1 s presence. Wheftli we feel without hope, God comes to support us. 
God connnits himself to the fugitive who has nothing, but shall have much. This is an amazing an 
nouncemt, that Jacob's God will go with Jacob, to standteside him when he is afraid. That same 
promise is ours to claim, when we believe. V.15, I am with you; hear it, and know it, for it is 
the promise of God that cannot ever fail. I will keep you; this is the God who like a shepherd 
will stand between us and any evil that might come. We have a God who is our protector, who 
~ares for us when we hurt, when we are afraid, when the darlcness rolls over us. I will bring you 
back to this land. It is the promise of the homecoming; Jaoob will at last end his exile, and he 
will return. Presence, protection, homecoming; this is the promise, all of it good news to Jacob, 
as it is good news to us. See how Jacob responded to the cream; when he waked up he said, Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. You and I can say that!fwherever we are, in our room, 
at the table, in the hall, on the grouo::ls. The Lord is in this place, and with the eye of faith 
~ canJiE'cP h?-rh li~h~"fe~pme is this Jl.::J&lW3~ qo_w reverint do~ ±:.El.e~.,$~n we know that God is near. 
'l'n1J311fs no;J.: oai9e r t~rf trfe 'Wo&fee 'ot'tiod";''trlfs 0{!~~1e~Efno'f 'WeM'n ;;izwEf called the place Beth- 
el, in Hebrew, the house of God, and he made covenant--20-22. If God will go with me, and will 

keep me, and will b ring me home again, then the Lord shall be my God, a o::l this stone will be no 
longer a pillow; it shall be a pillar, it shall be God's house. All of this promise of Jacob is 
expressed in 23d Psalm--he makes me to lie down, ha leads me, he restores my soul, he is the shep 
herd who guards the sheep, he leads me; I will not fear, for thou art with me; he prepares a table 
for my food, lTzy' cup runneth o'11er, I will dwell in the house of the Lord for Can you hear 
in the Psalm the joy of Jacob who saw the ladder and heard the voice of God~.Xj.E!r~te--~IH14:;Q.....tx:ad..:.. 



~' o...._,•b ~·~t roads: 
Lord Jesus, for thee I live, 

for thee I suffer, 
for thee I die. 

Thine I will be in life and death. 
Grant me, O Lord, eternal salvation. 

~ ~ay we know the reality of God in our lives,so that we 
angel messengers~ connect earth to heaven, and our 

( 
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can share in the comfort and the joy of 
lives to the God who made us for himself. 
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Q) ~ In Jesus the Xr of God the promises of the old covenant are ~filled, and they 
are also renewed. As- he prepared to leave his disciples; Llc 24, @said to them, These are my 
words which I spoke to you, while I was still with you, that· everything written about me in the 
law of Moses and the prophets and the psa Ims wust be fulfilled. You are my witness of these 
things, he said; and behold, I send the promise of my Father $a a.euitds;ld JZ• upon you. •1 He also 
told them that he was going away from them, but he would be with them. I go to prepare a place 
for you, he said; in my Father's house are many rooms. He also said, Matt 28, Lo, I am with you 
always, to the close of the age, to the end of time, to the end of the world, to the end of our 
lives. This is the renewal, and the fulfill.mt, of the promise God made to Jacob at the place o! 
1he stone he used for pillow, and then made into pillar, anf altar for worship, alll stone of re- 

In the church tradition that some of us i2: rew up in, there is a solemn vow that the 
believer ta~.es as he or she becomes a member of the faith community. _ 
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