
3-U~-71. Preparing for his coming. 
We continue study of teachgs of J thru parables ••• he taught them many things by parabl. 

Simple story w/profound meaning; earthly story w/spiritual meaning; attempt to explain the 
transcendent, that which lies in area beyond the human, in terms we can understand. Today, 
stories concerning the coming of the Lord in glory. It was a subject of great interest & 
importance in early church, topic of much discussion in yrs after 45 AD, when it was becoming 
apparent that the immediate second coming was not to be. Then it was, as the Chu began to 
collect and arrange the memories and traditions of J teachings, that men remembered and re 
peated his stories on the subject. Theme of these stories is that no one knows the time but 
that all should be ready; all should hold to the faith or run the consequences. This is the 
theme of the Revelation, and much of the apocalyptic lit.of the time. It is understandable 
that they should begin to be concerned about the Last Things, and the failure of J to return 
in full power shortly after the end of his ministry; Xrs were suffering for their faith, they 
were giving up families & friends, the living was not easy for them, they were hounded by 
Saul of Tarsus and some of them were dying as martyrs under the stones of the mobs. And they 
looked to the skies for relief, for pro~f that their faith was real and they were in fact on 
the right side. And they remembered these stories, and they told them carefully so as to 
dispel doubt and to explain that no man knows the hour; some say that the 4th Gospel was writ 
ten to prove that the second coming was a spiritual gift of the Holy Ghost, given at Pentecost, 
and had already happen ed-e-Hohn now getting old and should not die before the return. 

So the stories for today concern the great concern of the early church. Mk 13:28-37. 
Note that Chap begins wlref to destr of the Temple, not one stone left upon another, and the 
students asked when these things would happen. As J spoke of the last things, and the appear 
ance of the false Christs, he mentioned his own return in power and glory in the clouds & w/ 
the angels. Then read: Lesson of fig tree, forecasts summer; when these things hapoen 
(destr of Temple?) then Son of Man is near. But V. 32--part of real life of J; he confess 
his ignorance, would not be there if early Ch had written it; also sets self apart from Father. 
Take heed, watch; it is like a man going on a journey, who asks watchman to watch; you do not 
know when he comes, so watch, lest he find you asleep. 

Much more familiar to us is story of the wise and foolish virgins at the wedding. 
Matt 25-1-13. Wedding custom: Groom and his friends went to hse of bride, take her, w/her frien 
to groom's hse, for a reception. Other friends would join in the procession and also in the 
receotion. When it was over, br.ide stayed in groom 1 s house itt they were re cog n as married. 
~hese weddings usually held at night, so guests invited to join procession carried lighted 
lamps. Here, the groom is late--not til midnight; So brides' friends, who have been waiting 
to join the procession, have fallen asleep w/lamps lit; when groom did come, 5 had no oil to 
put in lamps, and when they went to buy more they were too late; door closed to them. Some 
think the original story ended w/verse 10, others added later. But lesson is clear: those 
who were ready got in, those who were not ready got shut out; the time to get ready is before 
he comes. Story had great impact upon medieval imagination, with its relig emphasis; numbers 
of works of art retell the story. Word wise is same Grk word used to descr man who built his 
hse upon the rock. J did not call men bad; called them stupid for not seeing and believing. 

So story has to do w/preparation for his coming. We are 2000 yrs later, we can not 
easily life in expectat of immediate return delayed that long. But he will return at a ti~e 
when we think not--that is lesson. of Bible. It is like death itself; we ~now it is there, 
waiting for us at the end of the road, but we know not when that is. So we li~e each day to 
be ready; we see to our insurance and our wills, we make our plans about who is to get what. 
But it is unhealthy, morbid, to dwell upon death, so we live each day so as not to be caught 
unprepared, or doing something we would not want to be cau§ht dead doing. That should be our 
attitude toward his coming. We know it is there, but we do not know when; so we make our 
plans, get set in our minds about where our ultimate allegiance and concerns are, and then we 
live each day to use the time we have left as best we can in the Lord's will. It will not do 

J\~~(\\- to be fearful, tho I think that was the attitude in the Mid-Ages,'1'and it mc1y have been the 
~\ attit of ear£y church, in its repeated admonitions to be watchful and ready. Our Lord came 

so we could face our life, our death, and our meeting with God without fear or uncertainty, 
and wf we worry about any of it then our fat:th is weak. Perfect love casts out fear, and 
where there is fear there is not love. There are many mansions in the Father's house, and 
the Son has gone ahead to prepare a place for us there. Keep the faith, baby, but not in 
fear and trembling. We can face anything that life throws up to us, we can be more than 
conquerors over all that confronts us, because God sent his Son and his Son kept the faith. 
Rejoice therefore, and life up your hearts. Trim your lamps, and get a good supply of oil; 
keep a close watch for the return of the master of the house. But rejoice that he will know 
us when he comes. That is the promise of God, and nothing in this life is more sure hhan that. 



4-11-71. The Meaning of Our Resurrection. Lesson on meaning of Easter ends series of lessons 
on teachings of J thru parables. Cross is acted truth that J taught; cross acts out the beati 
tudes, acts out the parable of the prodigal son and the wise virgins, acts out all that J had 
taught about the nature of God and man. The cross is what man did to God, it is evil at its 
strongest and most malevolent. But the cross is also what God does to man and for man, for evil 
was not strong enough to pull J down to its level. Father forgive them ..• is the actual cry of 
the man who had given Sermon on Mt about how to deal with evil. For on the Cross J died, he 
really died, all of him, or resurrection would be unnecessary. Death is real and it is total 
and it is tragic and it is universal, and men in all ages have dreaded it because of the horror 
of losing consciousness of one's own existence. It is the ultimate enemy. And yet ••• and yet, 
the message of the first day, which we call Easter, is that death has been broken, that evel 
has been overcome, that God is still Lord, and that we have the b~assed hope of the resurrection 

Today's scripture is the earliest account of the resurrection and its meaning ..• 
And it is in keeping with the good news of the Christ to sinful man that it was geven to 

the church in Corinth, sinful Corin~h, pagan Corinth, polyglot Corinth. Appropriate that it 
should be so, for it is like the gospel itself. Corinth a greek city, whose thinkers were in 
Grk tradit of Plato, this world warped and imperfect, spirit world perfection; body was physical 
soul was spirit and immortal. Against this, Hebrs had idea of the one-ness of man, body and 
soul were together; God in creation blew spttit into the dust and gave man life, but body was 
extension of soul, part of man himself. To Corinthians, whose Ch was in serious crisis, Paul 
wrote letters of advice and instruction; some of them had come to deny the resurrection of the 
~ody, using Gfk idea of soul, and were therefore living in flesh as tho it were unimportant- 
the soul was clean and would live; why worY'Y about the flesh which would perish? 

To these Paul gave quic~ survey of the gospel he had preached in Corin~h--death & 
resurrection of J, appearances to Peter, the 12, the 500, to James (bro}, then to Paul himself. 
And he argued that if Xr be not raised, then~ are all liars; then our faith is futile, and 
there is no hope for life. V. 20-28. But here is the fact--Xr arose. In Adam all die, in 
Xr all live; Xr reigns till all enemies overcome, and the last is death; when all is subject 
to him, then the Son himself will be sugject to God, that God may be God indeed. 

But what about the body-soul division? VV. 35-50. The body is raised, the personality 
is intact, but the body is not like this one. This one is intended for this world, it is of 
the earth, earthly; but there is another one for me, intended for the realm of God, and it is 
of the spirit; it is imperishable, it is glory, it is pow0r. If there is a physical body, 
there is also a spiritual body. tv 44). There is no oversoul into which my soul goes~dis 
solution, and loses its identity; there is a body that is resurrected. What it is like I can 
not tell, for not all flesh is alike ••• but there is a recognizable body that is me; it is of 
heaven and bears the image of the man of heavnn, And it must be thus, for flesh and blood 
cannot enter the kgdm of heaven, nor the perishable inherit the imperishable. ·we must all 
put on the imperishable ••• Vv 51-58. Death is swallowed up in victory; sting of sin has been 
removed, because Xr arose from the dead. 

This we celebrate at Easter. This is the hope of the good news, the great gift of 
God who broke from Eternity into Time to make this possible, to restore the broken relationship 
between God and man. Let us face up to the truth, not try to hide it because it seems scandalou 
to talk about resurrection, shameful to talk about death. Here is greatest gift ever given. 
Rejoice in it and be glad. But because it is direct contact w/God in history men try to evade 
it; like wearing dark glasses against the glare of the sun. We talk about Easter,rather than 
the resurrection; and there are the distractions--eggs, bongets, parades, fashions, flowers-- 
to keep us from confronting the reality celebrated here. Put it aside for ~ust a moment ••• 

1. Sunday is celebration of resurrection. Some churches do not have Easter. 
2. We see resurrection thru eyes of fatth. Evidence is skimpy and would not stand up 

in court. But some kind of manifestation happened to transSBrm scared hiding apostle 
into bold preachers who made the Church; those who ran away to Galil~e after Cross knew 

about the resurrection even before they heard about the empty tomb. How? 
Faith is a way of seeing--blind enjoy p1inting, deaf feel music •.• faith is a way of 

knowmng. And we can know the resurrection thru faith. 
3. The church is the body ofXr, that part of him that is in the world. Apart from the 

church there is no resurrection of the body of Xr; if church were to disappear, so would 
the resurrection disappear. This is the testimony that we give in church. 

Corollary is that outside the Church there is no resurrection •.. at judgment Jesus 
will call by name all who know him, and they will arise in new body to go to be with him. 

This is the plan of God; this is the message of the gospel; this is the theme of the parables 
and the life of Jesus. Thanks b8 to God, who gives us the vmctory over the final enemy, death, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Rejoice, and go forth to live in his namei 



S-;6-71. 
• L r MJf\..;( ~ 

"''' h Contin our study of Prophets of Righteousness and Mercy, and todya we have one of the truly grea 
passa~es in all of scripture. It is the calm poetic confidence Rxpr !Ssed by Hosea in the love 
of God for people. It makes Hosea the most human of the prophets; he understood the divine 
secret that is an open book to those who beli~ve--the deathless love of God for man. Out of the 
tragedy of his home life came an insight into the nature of God that we must fix upon, constantl 
remind ourselves of--that God cares. 1~ have already studied Hosea's comparison of 3od1s love 
with that of the husband who takes the erring wife again to his bosom; today we see him take the 
simile one step further, and a giant stride toward the understanding of God that Jesus taught. 

Hosea is the only prophet of the Northern ~ingdom whose work left a significant literary 
landmark, and he is the companion to Amos, who came to Israel as a nl!R foreign missionary from 
Judah. Amos emphasized the social evils he saw there, and incidentally described the abuses of 
religion; Hosea was not blind to the social misconduct, but his emphasis was upon true worship. 
Hosea was in the pro~hetic tradition when he pointed up the immorality of the worship, but even 
more so in his insistence upon the idea of religion as a right inward relationship to God rather 
than c~rrect ritual. Amos presented religion in terms of morality; Hosea spoke of morality in 
terms of religion--and that is the more spiritual conception. But the two complement each other 

It was Hosea 1 s wife's infidelity, and his continuing love for her, that made it possible for 
him to understand the love of God, to enter into the very heart of God. Suddenly he knew that 
~od felt for Iseael exactly as he felt for Gomer; his inspiration was to see that the nature of 
God was a mixture of righteous indignation and compassionate pity, similar to but on a much 
broadAr scale than his feelings S6r his wife. The old idea of the marriage between a god and 
his people, common to many primitive cults, became infused with a new moral content that marked 
a revolution of the soirit. Because God loved his bride Israel there was ground SSr hope even 
as there was certainty of condemnation. This is the contribution Hosea made to theology, and 
it ranks with the contributions of Moses the law-giver and monotheist, the visions of Isaiah 
about the suffering servant who shall conquer all, and the insights of Paul into the meaning 
of Christ's crueifixion and resurrection. In all that Hosea wrote, despite its difficult allus 
ions and its badly corrupted text which make it hard to read, there is the clear view of God 
pleading with his people. And it is remarkable that it should haopen in an Israel whose capital 
was full of conspiracies and plots(~ kings in 20 yrs); whose reaigion was perverted with immor 
ality and extermal form, even to the point of idolatry (Uosea was the fir~t to attack the wor hir 
of things among them); thnu all the social immoralities about which Amos spo<e so forcefully. 
Still there emerges the picture of the Divine Other, who does not think or act like people do, 
pleading with all the warmth of that passionate human heart which Hosea lent to God to use as 
a channel to reach people. Hosea 11: 1-11. 

So first Hosea compared crod to a husband and his faithless wife; then he moved to another 
comparison--father and son. Hosea was father as well as husband; he named his children strange 
nawes to symbolize God's concern for his people--Uncompassioned, Not My People--to express~ 
Israel's alienation from God. Perhaps he also had a generation gap in addition to hts tragic 
experience with Gomer. At any rate, he could understand the Fatherhood of the God who called 
his son Israel out of captivity in Egypt, who taught his liftle feet to walk, until the tired 
child had to be picked up and carried in the strong arms of the father. And like the prodigal 
son they must suffer for their rebellion; the sword whall ragage their towns and they must go 
either back to Egypt or to Assyria as captives. VV 8-9 called greatest passage in Hosea and 
one of most sublime in OT; I am God, not man; I cannot give you up; I will brigg you home again, 
that I prowise. Hos 14: 1-9. This is the confession of sin and the pomise of healing 
when the confession is made. We say no more "My God" to what our harlds have made; what further 
use have we for idols, for God will protect us even as he humbles us. V 9 perhaps added later- 
the wise will know that God deals justly, the good do well but sinners fall. 

God's Love for Peoryle. 

HerP, is a genuinely inspired lesson about the nature of God. M Luther took as context in judgin 
scritpure the love of God; as it r-eveal.ed the love of God,to him it was inspired; as it denied, 
it was not. If that basis be used, here is indeed the word of God. 

1. We tend to think of prophets as men who thmder about the judgment of God, the wrath 
of a righteous creator. Here is a prophet who concentrated upon the love of God, evPn in judg 
ment, a God who cares, who weeps over his children even as he punishes them. It came in a world 
in which religions emphasized the evil of God, the hatred of God; god was powerful and must be 
propitiated; god was bad and would hurt, send evil things. Yet Hosea saw a God with a different 
n~ture altogether. This is a spiritual revolution. 

2. It may be difficult to serve a God who is harsh and malicious, but we should be 
willin~ to do anything BSr a ~od of compassion and love. We have sinned, O God, forgive us, 
and thanks be unto God that he is as he is. This is what Jesus meant when he prayed to Father 

who are in Heaven 


