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To Bess 

who, more than any other person, has made 
me want to try to be a Christian. 





And 
in memory of 

Bill Bobbora, Brian Piccolo 
and, especially, 
Bil! Skippon 

who, in dying, taught me a great deal about living. 

In all three of these young men the term, student-athlete, found its 
finest definition. They were good football players and good citizens 
of the Wake Forest community. Bill Skippon was discovered to 
have leukemia early in the football season of his senior year at 
Wake Forest, and died late in May, 1962. He is the only student in 
the history of Wake Forest to be awarded a degree posthumously. 
Brian Piccolo graduated from Wake Forest in 1965, having led the 
nation in yards gained and in scoring and being named All 
American his senior year. Brian went on to stardom with the 
Chicago Bears of the National Football League. He died of cancer at 
the age of 26. Bill Bobbora graduated from Wake Forest in 1971 
and remained in Winston-Salem. Early in October, 1972, Bill was 
stricken with a violent infection following the extraction of wisdom 
teeth and died on October 16, 1972. 

It was my privilege to enjoy a rewarding friendship with these 
young men and to try to minister to their spiritual needs in their 
confrontation with death. I feel compelled to give witness that they 
ministered more to me than I could have to them. 
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Introduction 

If you can't pray anywhere - 
you can't pray anywhere! 

God goes to football games! 
The writer of Hebrews might have said; "Wherefore, seeing 

we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
take special care not to be offsides or miss a block. Let us hold onto 
the ball and run hard, straight to the goal-line, looking unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith." He might have, but football 
was not played then. His analogy was a foot-race, the most 
common sport of the time. 

He might have said, "God goes to foot-races.' 
***** 

The offering of this little volume of prayers has been prompted 
by several reasons. 

Not least among them has been, to me, the surprisingly large 
number of requests that I do so which have continued to come for 
a number of years. The majority of these suggestions of course have 
been more or less of the casual sort. While these are neither 
unimportant nor unappreciated their greatest weight lies in the fact 
that they have continued to come. 

Of much more compelling influence upon me have been the 
urgings of many friends who have made strong arguments for their 
belief that to make the prayers available for extended study and 
meditation would be valuable for devotional and educational 
reasons as well as occasional prophetic value. Quite frankly, the 
people who have made them, including many of my former 
colleagues on the faculty of Wake Forest University, have 
impressed me at least as much as the arguments they have offered. 
I respect these opinions enough to finally put these prayers in 
order for whatever good preserving them may afford. 

Yet, to some degree, the reasons stated above have been an 
excuse too. For I am distressed about some notions concerning 
prayer that I consider at best unfortunate and at worst destructive 
of our appreciation of a tremendous redemptive force. 

These include the notion that prayer is inappropriate apart 
from a sacred setting and context, such as a formal service of 



worship; or the notion that public prayer is an offense unless all 
who are present when it is offered subscribe to the beliefs of the 
person praying; or the notion that hypocrisy is present if the 
occasion is secular, or if many or most of those present really may 
not be Christians, or if other parts of the program or activities of 
the occasion might be inconsistent with Christian commitment; or 
the notion that prayer requires a particular posture, or place, or 
language; or the notion that prayer can be genuine only when it is 
extemporaneous; that a prayer thoughtfully prepared in advance, 
with careful attention to language, appropriateness and relevancy is 
somehow an affront to God and unworthy. 

There is, it seems certain to me, a strong case for spontaneous, 
non-liturgical prayer, the kind that is the sudden, sharp and 
unpremeditated voice of human necessity. Such was the prayer of 
the thief who died on a cross flanking that of Jesus Christ. This man 
could have written no treatise on prayer and had hardly analyzed its· 
anatomy. But his experience leaves little ground for those who 
would presume to order the circumstance, form and language of 
acceptable petition, Moreover, the insistence of the New Testament 
that we be "instant" in prayer certainly implies a place for prayer 
that has no place, or time, or situation. 

From the beaches of Leyte to a lonely room where men have 
become suddenly aware of the unbearableness of their burdens, 
prayer has exploded out of the deepest places of their being and I 
have shared it and felt the surge of its power simply because I was 
there. 

It would be as presumptious to say that this is the only kind of 
prayer that is real as it would be to say that it isn't real at all. Yet 
formal, carefully composed prayer must, like this unthoughtful and 
often crudely worded kind of prayer, have a common 
characteristic. That is, it must be the genuine expression of the 
desire and need of the pray-er. 

It seems to me that the test of prayer would come, not so 
much in its occasion or its place or its language as in the nature of 
God and the quality of spirit in the prayer itself. Every formal belief 
we hold about God includes the idea of His omni-presence; the 
idea, if you please, that He is as certainly present in what we call 
our secular experience as He is in what we hope and believe to be 



sacred. That is to say, God goes to church, and God goes to football 
games. God is wherever men, in their need of Him, are. Every 
revelation and experience of God we know, in the Bible and in our 
lives, confirms His concern with all of life. Our division of life into 
sacred and secular compartments is as artificial, and wrong, as our 
alienation from one another. Jesus said the first and great 
commandment is that we "-love God with all our hearts, with all 
our souls, with all our strength, and with all our minds!" 

So, I have offered prayer at football games, as I have at faculty 
meetings, banquets, graduation exercises, in chapel and in church, 
because I believe God is in all these places and because I believe 
we need Him, need to be conscious of Him and His claims upon us, 
in all these places. 

In the hope, and prayer, that the prayers here recorded will 
help to enlarge our sense of the presence of God and encourage us 
to acknowledge Him in all our ways, and that they may prove to be 
a blessing to some, I offer them most humbly. · 

All of them share one characteristic in that they bear a relation 
to the time, place, occasion and situation in which they were 
originally offered. For that reason dates and occasions are listed. 
They were composed out of periods of careful reflection and 
meditation and bear, I hope, the mark of a consistent effort to be 
honest with God. 

They are not offered to be repeated so much as to try to 
embody the essence of what I believe prayer to be. Perhaps a 
sentence from one of them may serve both to illustrate what is 
meant and to justify their offering: 

"Remind us that if we do not acknowledge Thee 
in our work and play, 
Our formal worship. 
Will be no more than a pose 
In which we deceive only ourselves. 
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I first came to know Dr. Hollingsworth when I was a student at 
Wake Forest College (University), and he was the Chaplain there. 
He was very interested in all of the athletic endeavors, and I was a 
member of the football team. 

He was in regular attendance at all events and was a real fan. He 
knew all of us by name and ability. It was he who led us in prayer 
before each game, and it proved to be a unique experience for us 
al I. 

Athletes are, by nature, a rather superstitious bunch, given to doing 
the exact same things in exactly the same way before each game. 
Dr. Hollingsworth's prayers became a part of the pattern each 
week. They were as meaningful to us for the way in which he said 
them as for what he actually said. 

My senior year we were a dismal 2-8. We apparently came to 
depend too much on our pre-game ritual and the power of his 
prayers to pull us through, and we forgot to do our part on the field 
to accomplish our aim. I learned a valuable lesson about football 
and life. 

Today, more than a decade and many football games later, I can 
still recall vividly many events during my football days at Wake 
Forest, and one of those which stands out most clearly is Dr. 
Hollingsworth's pre-game prayer. 

Norman Snead 



God Goes to Football Games 



Almighty God 

WAKE FOREST 
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
SEPTEMBER 26, 1959 



God of all mercy, Father of our lives, 
we thank Thee for the long and honourable competition 
between the two great institutions meeting here today. 
As we engage in the friendly combat of a game we all love, 
grant that our best efforts here 

will be an earnest of our dedication 
to the larger engagement in which schools everywhere 
serve Thee in the service of humanity. 

Confirm our unity of purpose 
in these sacred tasks through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
OCTOBER 24, 1959 



God of our fathers 
whose almighty hand 

hath made and preserved our nation, 
Thou who art the inspiration and definition of human 
value and the freedom of man, 

Teach us in this as in all activities, both to know 
and fulfil Thy purposes. 

May Thy strong hand preserve the players from injury 
and bless both victory and defeat 

to the growth of character 
and strength of spirit 

which we need. 
May good sportsmanship here and in all of life 
commend us to Thee and to all mankind. 

In the spirit of Jesus, 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 
OCTOBER 31, 1959 



Almighty God, 
Father of freedom and source from whence all our blessing flow, 

even as we offer Thee thanks for our heritage, 
We pray forgiveness for the poor stewardship of it of which 
we have oftimes been guilty. 

Remind us 
in the midst of the happy engagement of this hour 

that beyond this friendly competition 
these institutions share a common task. 

May all the resources of each be dedicated to the 
sacred purpose 

of being the instruments of Thy will. 
In the great name of Jesus Christ, 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
NOVEMBER 28, 1959 



Our heavenly Father, 
Who art the giver of purity of spirit 
and clarity of mind, 
as well as strength of body, 
Through Thy strong presence at this contest 
enable spectator and participant alike 
to be more sportsmen than sports. 
While each team tries hard to win 
help each to try harder to deserve to win. 
Teach us that why we play means more than how we play 
and that how we play means more than whether we win. 
In the good name of Jesus Christ, we pray. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
SEPTEMBER 24, 1960 



Our Father, 
We thank Thee 

that our being here today 
involves a contest instead of a conflict. 

May we treasure the heritage that allows two great institutions 
to share the noblest tasks that confront man, 

but even in their rivalry 
to reach greater heights of excellency. 

Help us to reject 
with equal fervor 

the notions 
that victory is a necessity 

or that defeat is acceptable. 
Rather, teach us 

that any activity we engage is worthy of our best 
and clothe us in the spirit of Him who shows us the 
way to true greatness 

In service to all mankind. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
OCTOBER 22, 1960 



Dear God, our Father, 
Grant that no person here, 

whether player or spectator, 
shall lose sight of the I arger field of I ife 

in which the stakes of the game are infinitely higher 
than in this contest. 

But help us 
at the same time 

to know that the same values 
of character and courage, 
of sportsmanship and compassion, 
hold 

no matter what the dimensions of the field. 
And grant that both institutions, 
along with those who represent them in the game 

and in the stands, 
shall renew and intensify their loyalties to those values. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 
NOVEMBER 5, 1960 



Our God 
and our Father, 

We thank Thee for the two great schools that renew their rivalry 
here today. 
We thank Thee for the pride 

and love 
and loyalty 

. that both creates and validates 
the desire to win. 

We pray that the quality of effort put forth by the players 
shall be matched by the sportsmanship of their supporters 

and that both shall be in keeping 
with the commitments of Duke and Wake Forest 

to Thyself 
as the expression of truth 

in love. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
DUKE UNIVERSITY 
NOVEMBER 12, 1960 



Our heavenly Father, 
Source of all happiness and giver of every good and perfect gift, 
In a world in which men find it harder and harder 

to laugh 
and to play, 

We thank Thee more for being able to play this game 
than for the game itself. 

Make us sensitive to the meaning of this blessing 
and aware of the responsibility that it involves. 

May our loyalty to the true values 
confirm such blessings for our future. 

We pray that the players may be spared from bodily injury 
and that players and spectators alike 

may be protected against the greater hurt of being 
unsportsmanlike. 
In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1961 



Dear God, Our Father, 

Remind us that what we have, 

whether strength of body, spiritual insight or material blessing, 
is not ours by right of our deserving, 

but is on loan from Thee. 

Impress upon our pride 
that we are not owners but stewards, 

and that whether we play or work 
we do so as unto Thee. 

Grant then 

that the men who play here and the schools they represent 
shall never mar their performance 

by forgetting Thy sacred presence. 

Give us, according to our need, 
humility in victory- and the courage, in faith, 

to make of defeat 
a challenge to greater effort. 

And above all, 

Sanctify us through the blessing of true thanksgiving. 
In the great name of Jesus, 

we pray. 

Amen 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 
OCTOBER 28, 1961 



Our Father, God not only of creation, but God of the 
present tense, forbid that we should think of religion 
as proclaiming our faith in the temple 
but forgetting to possess it 
and express it 
in the everyday ongoing of life. 
Remind us that if we do not acknowledge Thee 
in our work and play, 
our formal worship 
will be no more than a pose 
in which we deceive only ourselves. 
Give us grace to know that all of life is sacred 
because we live and move 
and have our being in Thee. 
So, even in this game, 
May our aims, 
our attitudes, 
and our actions 
be acceptable in Thy sight. 

In the holy name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
NOVEMBER 11, 1961 



Dear Lord and Father, 
we confess that our lives and our times are 

in Thy hand and we would express all the thanksgiving 
of which we are capable, 
even while we pray that we may be more sensitive to Thy 

presence and more truly grateful for Thy blessings. 
No matter to which side we may be partisan in the contest 
joined here today, 
we honestly acknowledge our desire to win, 
but we pray God forbid that this desire should over-ride our 
sense of fair play and good sportsmanship, 
or that we should allow it to distort our sense of values 
in the affairs that matter most. 

Grant instead, 0 Lord, 
that both of the great institutions here 

engaged should remember that even though 
we drive toward opposite goals in this game, the sanctity of 

truth, the value and dignity of man, the sovereignty 
of God and the triumph of justice and right 

hold valid claim on our common best 
- not just today, but every day. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
NOVEMBER 25, 1961 



Our Father and Our God, 
Who art the source of good and the giver of every blessing, 
We thank Thee that we can still play. 
But we pray that we shall not be so small of character 
And restricted in understanding 
As to suppose that life is a game. 
We pray for the men on the field that their vision 
Shall extend beyond the playing boundaries, 
And for the spectators 
That we shall be able to see farther than the other side of 

the stadium. 
But we also pray, in a day when the vision of man 

reaches the moon, 
That we shall not lose sight of this playing field 
And all it would teach us of the meaning of life. 
Bless and protect from injury those who perform here. 
Encourage and enlighten the institutions they represent 
And remind us all of our involvement in Thy great purposes. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
SEPTEMBER 29, 1962 



Almighty God who art our Father, 
Though we play against each other, 
Remind us that these two great schools are united in a common task. 

Though our world is divided against itself, 
Remind us that the needs and hopes of all men are the same 
and that the recognition of our kinship under Thee 
offers the only fulfilment of our hopes. 

May the strength we develop in friendly competition 
be dedicated to the achievement of true brotherhood through 
our acceptance of Thy truth. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
OCTOBER 6, 1962 



God of grace and God of glory, 
Who art the giver of every good and perfect gift, 
Accept our thanks for the blessings of this day 
and of our lives. 

Especially do we thank Thee for the two great institutions 
that meet here today, 
in their very competition to give witness to a common 
purpose. 

May Thy protective blessing guard the players from injury 
and all of us from poor sportsmanship. 

Help us to know that all are winners 
Whose hearts are big enough to contain concern for all men 
and that selfishness and meanness must always lose in 
the end. 

God bless Duke University and Wake Forest College 
that they remain ever faithful to the whole truth. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
DUKE UNIVERSITY 
NOVEMBER 17, 1962 



On this Thanksgiving Day, 
Our Father, 

we would acknowledge Thee 
as the source of all that is good. 

We bless Thy name 
for the mercy 

that gives us life and for the love 
that makes it sacred. 

Detiver us from the notion that any activity 
escapes Thy notice and concern. 

And remind us 
that work and play alike 

are sanctified in purity of motive 
and completeness of effort. 

So may our engagement today be as unto Thee, 
and know They blessing, 

through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
Amen 

WAKE FOREST 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSIT..Y 
NOVEMBER 22, 1962 



Dear Father and our God, 
Accept our than ks 
for the blessings so manifest 
in our presence here today. 

Forgive our tendency 
to accept privilege as our right 
and our failure 
to relate opportunity to responsibility. 

Teach us the great lessons 
of compassion in victory, 
dignity in defeat, 
and respect for one another as persons. 

And grant both schools represented here 
such insight into Thy truth 
as to enable us to know 
our kinship under Thee. 

In the strong name of Jesus. 
Amen 

WAKE FOREST 
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
SEPTEMBER 28, 1963 



Dear God, our Father, 
Remind us to be thankful for life and all its blessings and 
sensitive to the .sacredness of both work and play. 

Forbid that we should become so 
serious about a game as to forget that it is the spice of life 
and not the center. 

But guard us also against becoming so serious 
about life that we should forget the importance of games and 
how to play them. 

Teach us then 
in both work and play to learn of Thee, to know that Thou art 
both the center and circumference of life and that neither 
work nor play is right for us apart from Thee. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
OCTOBERS, 1963 



Eternal and Almighty God, 
Source of light and soul of life, 
Who hast blessed us most richly in the invitation to call Thee Father, 

We thank Thee. 
Grant us health of body, mind and spirit 
And help us to exercise mind and spirit 
Even as we glory in the physical strength 

with which Thou has blessed us. 
Remind us that pride without humility is arrogance, 
But show us that humility without self-respect is degrading. 
Indeed, may the balance which is necessary to playing the game well 

Find a more serious and significant reflection 
In balanced lives for us all. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
OCTOBER 26, 1963 



Dear God and Father of our Lord, 
In whom we live and move and have our being, 

Grant us wisdom to distinguish between things that differ. 
Draw for us th~ line between competition and combat, 
Between conviction and compromise, 
And between apparent victory in a cause that deserves to be lost 
And dignity in what appears to be defeat 

In a cause that ultimately must succeed because it is right. 
Help us to be worthy of victory in the strong name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

*The prayer above was offered fol lowing the defeat, in the Baptist State 
Convention three days before, of a proposal to broaden the scope of Trustee 
selection for Wake Forest, a proposal believed by many to offer the best hope for 
Wake Forest's future as a strong educational force with deep Christian 
commitment and service. It may be of some interest to know that in the game 
which followed the Wake Forest football team scored a victory to break a nine 
teen-game losing streak! 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
NOVEMBER 16, 1963 



We thank Thee, our Father, 
that our society still knows how to play 
and understands the value of a game. 
Remind us not to be so serious 
that we change the nature of the game, 
but remind us, too, 
of the danger to character 
when we give, even to a game, less than our best. 
So bless the men who play, 
those who are spectators 
and the institutions we love and serve, 
that our faithfulness to truth 
shall find expression in every activity in which we engage. 
In the strong name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
OCTOBER 17, 1964 



God of our fathers, 
Whose almighty hand has blessed our nation 
and in whose mercy every privilege resides, 
give to us, 
not only to understand 
but to express in our attitudes and actions 
those virtues of honor 
courage 
faith 
and dedication 
which alone justify our invocation of Thy blessing. 
Teach us that strength of mind and spirit 
as well as strength of body 
are necessary in our games and in our lives 
and remind us 
that where these qualities are truly present 
defeat is impossible, 
that in their absence 
apparent victory 
is only defeat in disguise. 
So bless the men and the institutions here involved 
that these shall be our testament. 
In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

WAKE FOREST 
DUKE UNIVERSITY 
NOVEMBER 7, 1964 



Almighty Father, 

We thank Thee for the mercies manifest in our being here to play, 

And for the privilege of clean competition 
in which respect for an honored opponent 
deepens the character of players and spectators alike. 

Let us never be ashamed 

of the desire to win, but restrain us always from permitting 

this desire to distort our set of values 
and betray our commitment to the right. 

Enchance our pride 

in a worthy cause, but teach us to be humble at being considered 
worthy of serving a cause greater than ourselves. 

And remind us 

that vice or virtue is determined by whether we play and live 
as men after Thine own sacred image- for Christ's sake. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
~ORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 
OVEMBER 20, 1964 



Eternal God, 
Whose deity is confirmed in mercy to mankind 
And whose justice is never compromised 
Even in the forgiveness Thou dost offer to sinful and sinning men, 
Accept our thanksgiving 
For the providence we experience in work and play. 
Help us 

Never to be deceived in the distinction between the two 
Into supposing that less than our best is acceptable in either. 
Remind us 

That no victory is valid if it's cost is our self-respect 
And 
By the same token 
That no man who keeps faith with himself, 
With those who trust him, 
And with Thee, 
Can ever be defeated. 

Bless our enterprise with Thy protective presence. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY 
OCTOBER 2, 1965 



Our heavenly Father, 
Whose infinite holiness is brought within the comprehension 
Of men 
In the humanity of Jesus 
And whose voice is heard in thunder and whisper alike, 
Remind us that our responsibility to Thee 
And to the image of Thyself in us 
Is no fess real 
In the marketplace 
And the playing field 
Than in the temple. 
Let thy blessing abide upon the two great institutions 
That meet here today. 
Grant that this competition shall be but one side of a coin; 
The other our common cause against ignorance 
And injustice 
In all their ugly forms, 
And help us to give our best 
Both to the competition 
And the common cause. 

For Jesus' sake. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
OCTOBER 9, 1965 



Eternal God, Our Father, 
Forgive us for presuming to decide 
for ourselves what is sacred. 

Remind us that, 
far from being exhausted in determining 
the dimensions of the temple, 
the limitlessness of Thy resources 
has its finest revelation in human personality. 

Remind us that 
resilience of spirit is as necessary in life 
as it is in this game, 
that no man can truly believe in Thee 
without believing in himself 
and his fellows, 
and that devotion to the right is its own reward 
and justification. 

Help us, then, whether 
we play or watch this game, 
to renew our commitment and deepen our devotion 
to all of life 

by being true to this moment of it. 
Through Jesus Christ, our lord. 

Amen 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
OCTOBER 23, 1965 



Our heavenly Father, 
Give us the courage to pray as we ought 
As well as to play as we ought. 
The teams contending here today have known the bitter taste 

of defeat 
And we ask for them the capacity to keep a balanced perspective. 
May their determination and dedication 
Be such as to keep either from asking or giving quarter 

in the contest, 
But help each to be generous in respect 
For a worthy and honored opponent. 
May the quality of play secure to the victor 
An unmarred sense of accomplishment 

And to the loser 
No shame for having given less than his best. 
And may we who watch in partisan concern 
Be as big in character as we expect our players to be. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 
OCTOBER 1, 1966 



Forgive us, our Father, 
For the sometime pose of spurious neutrality we take in order to 
appear pious. 
Help us rather to be honest with ourselves, 
With others, 
And with Thee 
About our desire to win. 

Remind us that such a pose, 
Far from showing honor and respect for our opponent, 
Indeed, 
Insults both his intelligence and his integrity 
As well as our own. 

For we play to win 
Whether in this game or some larger pursuit. 

Give us then the character 
To dedicate the victory for which we pray to the larger purpose 
of Thy will. 

And if defeat must be our lot 
We pray the special grace it requires, in the name of Him Whose 
Spirit sanctifies pleasure and play as well as work and worship, 
Even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
OCTOBER 29, 1966 



We offer Thee thanks, our Father, 
for a game that is played within the limits of the field, , 
with what that would teach us about getting out of bounds. 

We thank Thee for the rules that give the game its integrity 
and the larger truth, if we would learn it, 
that the laws of life, 
far from being restrictions that would suffocate it, 
are the very substance of its abundance. 

Help us now to see the game with dear eyes 
and to be a part of its excitement. 

But help us more 
to see life with open spirits, 
and to embrace its challenge 
with clean courage and renewed faith. 

In the spirit of the young Christ 
who is never seen looking back. 

Amen 

WAKE FOREST 
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
NOVEMBER 5, 1966 



In a season of thanksgiving we give Thee special thanks for youth, 

Our Father. 
We thank Thee for the enthusiasm and dedication 

With which young men play 
And for the promise of the future implicit in the character required 

by football. 
May the same spirit catch us all, 
To the end that the qualities of greatness in an athlete 
Become the stuff of victory in greater battles. 
Let there be no compromise with defeat 
On this field or in our lives. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
MEMPHIS STATE UNIVERSITY 
NOVEMBER 12, 1966 



Eternal God, 
Whose creative grace is equally present in the body and spirit of 

man, 
forgive us the presumption with which we judge 

what matters in Thy sight. 
We thank Thee for two great institutions 

Whose common commitment to the intellectual and moral 
maturity of man 

is in no way compromised by their meeting in this game, 
Whose embrace of physical competition in no way implies retreat 

from 
their common search and reverence for truth. 

May the conduct of players and spectators alike 
Bring honor to Thee 

and progress toward the right 
and so secure the greater victory 

to us alt. 
In the strong name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
DUKE UNIVERSITY 
SEPTEMBER 16, 1967 



Our Father, 

From a game that has goals to strive for and rules to guard its integrity 
May we learn that society without purpose 
And life without the cohesive force of law 
Have no meaning. 

Let the referee's control of the game 

Remind us that our responsibility to judgment 
Is our protection rather than our burden. 
As players become a team through mutual respect 
And responsible cooperation 
Help us to become a community 
Worthy to use victory in Thy service. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 
OCTOBER 7, 1967 



Our Father, forgive us for becoming so mixed up 
That sometimes we treat a game as if it were a way of life 
While we treat life as if it were a game. 
Remind us 
That giving the game our best 
Includes the requirement that we understand its dimensions 
As well as its rules. 
Give Thy protection to the men who play 
And Thy guidance to the Universities they represent. 
And reveal to all of us 
The secret of giving our. best to the immediate 
Without losing our awareness of what is eternal. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
NOVEMBER 4, 1967 

• 



Our Heavenly Father, 

We have dared to invade this ground, 
which has manifested Thy providential touch 
in the growth and beauty of tree and flower, 

to interrupt its natural fertility in the engagement of another use. 

We thank Thee for the privilege 
and pray for Thy continued blessing and involvement. 

We know that the fertility necessary for its continued usefulness 
will have to be formed now- not in the soil - but in the soul of 

Wake Forest University, and most expressly, in the human 
personality that constitutes that soul. 

Trees have grown here, tall and strong, 
to weather the storms and draw strength from the land, 

to give their shade, and cast their fruit, 
and to scattter the seed of their kind upon the winds 

for budding growth in other places. 

Grant now that men shall grow here 
Tall, also, and strong, . 

in the stewardship of their strength and agility 
to give the fruit of their increase to the world. 

We have built here with steel 
and concrete 

and the timber the land has made. 



But grant, too, that we shall build faith and dedication, 
character and fair play, 
effort and integrity. 

Grant that we shall build men, 
that in their building we shall build Wake Forest University. 

Indeed, that what we shall build 
shall be of the substance of Thy Kingdom. 

To this end we dedicate 
this structure, 
our resources 
and ourselves. 

Remind us in today's game and in every one that follows 
that we are responsible to Thee 

in work or play, 
and that real victory for us 
is always accomplished 

in terms of our commitment to Thy purpose. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ, we pray. 
Amen* 

WAKE FOREST 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 
SEPTEMBER 14, 1968 

• 



Our Father 
We thank Thee for youth 
And games 
And open minds, 
For the challenge that gives reason for the being of Universities. 
We pray for the men who represent Maryland and Wake Forest tonight 
And for the loyalties expressed in the presence of every spectator. 

Give us perception, 
That those who play shall play well. 
But give us perspective too, 
That all of us shall be sensitive to the context of this game. 

Grant to each of us. 
A renewal of loyalty to youth 
And truth 
And life as we are called upon to live it. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
NOVEMBER 17, 1967 



Our Father, 
We invoke Thy presence and blessing now, 
Not because the exercise we engage is spiritual 
But because we are. 
We seek strength from Thy grace, 
Not because a touchdown serves Thy Kingdom 
But because the courage and dedication which young men 

need to play this game 
Are desperately needed in our troubled world. 
In the relief from human crisis afforded by the thrills 

of wholesome competition 
May we renew our stewardship to the greater struggle 
For human enlightment, 
Dignity, 
And freedom. 

In Jesus' name. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1968 



Our Father, 
In a world in which men seem more disposed to contention 

Than to competition, 
We thank Thee for the clean refreshment of sports, 

Where young men measure their respect for their opponents in terms 
of their own determination to win. 

As the players learn 

Let them teach us 
That qualified effort is compromise 

and that courage 
and the willingness to be true to one's self and one's 

team have no substitutes. 
Add thy blessing 

To our pleasure in the game 
To the end that we shall be sensitive to the place of its 

virtues in our common search for community. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
OCTOBER 26, 1968 



Our Father, 
We bless a providence that both orders the universe 
arid ignites the imagination of men. 
We praise Thee that both are infinite in variety, 
Yet subject under sensitive stewardship to the common good. 
Grant that minds which devise and bodies which can execute 

strategy for this game 
May also be invested in the cause of man against all that 

threatens wholeness 
and fullness in his life. 

And remind us that all of us can and must get into that game. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
NOVEMBER 2, 1968 

• 



Our Father, we thank Thee 
For young men who care enough for a game 
To accept its rules and referees, 
Who know that a play that begins offsides cannot succeed. 

Help us all, 
Players and fans alike, 
To know that the integrity of life 

like that of this game 
Depends upon limits and discipline. 
Give us then the character and grace 
Both to play and to live well. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
NOVEMBER 9, 1968 



We give thanks, our Father, for this day and this occasion 
In the knowledge that our privilege 
Has its source in Thy providence. 
While our business of the moment is a game 
We know that our purpose ranges beyond this time, 

This place, 
And this engagement. 
Remind us therefore that who is unfaithful 
In what is immediate and transient 
Can never be trusted with what is transcendant and eternal. 

Engage us by Thy spirit 
To all that is worthy in Thy sight. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
SEPTEMBER 27, 1969 



Our Father, 

Because we know that prayer is not a device 
To use Thee to achieve our ambitions 
But a discipline through which we involve ourselves 

in Thy purposes, 

We do not pray that every play shall score 
But that every player shall be true to all the gifts Thou 

hast invested in him. 

Though we may be sometimes offsides or out of bounds 
on this field 

We pray that we shall not stray from the path marked for us 
in Thy purpose. 

We give thanks for the open air, 
The opportunity to play and to live, 

Indeed, 
For all Thy blessings. 
Help us in this enterprise where our attention is fixed upon 

the goal line 

Not to give less attention 
to finding a worthy goal for our lives. 

In the strong name of Jesus, we pray. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
OCTOBER 4, 1969 



Forgive us, our Father, 
For trying to imprison Thee within the walls of temples we have made 
And calling it reverence. 
Rather remind us 
That Thou art real in a holy place 
Only when Thy will is acknowledged in all of life 
That the true temple of Thy presence is the mind 

And body 
And spirit of man 
In everything he engages. 
Make us sensitive to Thy presence here then 
So that we may come to Thy house 
Not as strangers 
But as friends. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
DUKE UNIVERSITY 
OCTOBER 11, 1969 



We thank Thee, our Father, for the lessons we may learn from games. 
We thank Thee for the restrictions of lines and rules 
Which secure the freedom of every player 
To exploit his skills to the fullest potential. 
If we would decr:y illegal use of hands 
And weep over a fifteen yard penalty 
Remind us that the immoral misuse or disuse of our talents 
Will cost us more than yardage lost 
Because this is a violation that will diminish us as persons. 
And if we would rejoice at a touchdown by our team 
Remind us that we too may score 
Where it counts the most 
By being true to the divine imagery in which Thou hast made us. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
NOVEMBER 15, 1969 



Our Father, 
We thank Thee that being competitive and being contentious 
Are not the same 
And we pray that we can always be sensitive to the distinction. 
May the effort of strong men to win a game 
Be matched in the commitment of all of us 
To win dignity 
And respect 
And an equal chance for all. 
Help us to block evil, 
To tackle injustice, 
And to run hard for the goal of a society that is truly free 
Where every man can score the persona! victory to which 

He is called. 
In the strong name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
OCTOBER 10, 1970 



Our Father, in a confused time 
When almost every way seems uncertain to many of us, 
We thank Thee for the clear goals of athletic competition 

And the certain purpose 
Of dedication to victory in the games we play. 
Let the young men on this field 
Who are students 
Become our teachers 
In the demonstration that individuals are at their best 

As members of a team. 
So help us as persons to know that our greatest need 
Is the understanding and achievement of true community. 
We pray in the .name of One 
Who gave Himself for all! 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
OCTOBER 17, 1970 



We thank Thee, our Father, 
For the commitment to truth 
And the value of human personality 
That unites the two great institutions 
which meet here today. 

And sets their competition in proper perspective. 
Teach us all, 

Players and spectators alike, 
Never to let our partisanship 

Give birth to animosity. 

Rather 
Confirm in us all 
A decent respect for our opponents 
And no matter who shall win this contest 
Help us to so conduct ourselves 

That the cause of human dignity shall always win. 
In the strong name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
OCTOBER 24, 1970 



We acknowledge our partisanship our Father 
And give Thee thanks 
For the enthusiastic and emotional support 
Felt on both sides of the stadium 
For the teams and schools which meet in honorable competition 

here today. 
But we pray that partisanship be kept in the bounds of sportsmanship 

And that it be used of Thee 
In support of Wake Forest and North Carolina State 
In their search for truth 
As well as in their hunger for victory. 
Remind us that 
As the young men who play here must discipline themselves 
As the price for excellence 
So we must discipline ourselves as the price for integrity. 
And remind us moreover 
That if we pursue truth and the recognition of man as 

Thy creation 
With the dedication we expect from those who play this game 

Nobody can lose. 
In the great name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 
NOVEMBER 14, 1970 



We pause to give thanks our Father for the pleasure of sports. 
Help us to affirm our faith 

That every facet of experience 
Affords us the opportunity to acknowledge that we are Thy 

dependent children. 
We thank Thee for the renewal of an honored rivalry 

Between two great institutions 
in this game 

as 
We thank Thee for Davidson and Wake Forest. 

Help us to enter this competition with total integrity 
But help us too to declare afresh our comradeship 
In the pursuit of truth and the defense of man's 
Freedom to be himself. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
SEPTEMBER 11, 1971 



We thank Thee our Father for a game in which the goals 
are clearly identified 

And the reminder that life without purpose has no meaning. 
We thank Thee for a game that marks the bounds of play 

unmistakably 
And the reminder that crossing the goal on a path that has 

led out of bounds 
Is no victory 
But the ultimate defeat. 
Help us then 
To keep our desire to win in bounds, 
Thus knowing that the evidence of victory is in our hearts 

Before it lights any scoreboard. 
We pray in the name of Him who turned defeat into victory 

and in so doing 
Taught us both how to play and how to live. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1971 



Forgive us our Father 
For offering less of ourselves to the challenges of life 
Than we expect the young men who play to give to this game. 
If football has found no substitute for the hard block 

and the strong tackle 
Let it remind us that life will accept nothing less from us 

Than fundamental integrity 
That acts to make a break 
Instead of wistfully waiting for one. 
Help us to play, and live as well, 
With the enthusiasm that knows victory is always worth 

The price it requires. 
In the strong name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST ~ .·· 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TULSA /"'../""" 
OCTOBER 16, 1971 ~,,,.~,...·· 

~,I',,,..·'''' 
~,.,/ 



Our Father, 
We are admonished in Thy word 
To acknowledge Thee in all our ways if we would know 
Thy direction and claim Thy blessings. 
Help us to .see this requirement in work as well as in worship 

And in our play and pleasure 
As well as in our search for purpose. 
So now 
As we revel in a game we love 
Help us to be good stewards of all our endowments 

To the end that our lives 
In this 
As well as more profound pursuits 
Might honor Thee. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY 
NOVEMBER 6, 1971 



We give thanks, our Father, for all we have been given to use 
and enjoy. 

Yet we cannot feel thanksgiving without being uncomfortable 
in the knowledge of our partisanship. 

Redeem our desire to win with a concern to want more to 

deserve to win. 
Forgive us for wanting You to wear either old gold and black, 

or blue and white. 
Rather help us all to participate in this game, whether we play 
Or officiate or simply observe, with the kind of integrity that 

will enable us to be at peace with ourselves. 

And help us all, 
Beyond our love for Duke and Wake Forest, 

To love Your cause 
And wear the colors of Your concern 
For the quality of life for all mankind. 

For Jesus' sake. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
DUKE UNIVERSITY 
NOVEMBER 13, 1971 



In a world of conflict that is the seed-bed of human suffering, 
We thank Thee, our Father, for a contest, 
Born, not of hate and the desire to destroy, 
But of mutual respect and the desire to excel. 
We beseech Thy blessing and grace for the families 

of those who died this week 
when, 

In an abortion of all that is human, 
A contest became the scene of conflict 
As hate cast its ugly shadow across the whole world. 
Grant to us here now, schools and spectators, 
And especially the young athletes who compete on this field, 
The privilege through our sportsmanship in this game 
And the dedication of our lives to the values we know 

By faith in Thee, 
To be a light to break through the shadows 
With a new commitment to the worth of person hood. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.* 

*The Olympic Games of 1972, held in Munich, Germany, became the scene 
of tragedy when the political turmoil of the Middle East perverted this 
great World Sports Event. Arab terrorists invaded the Olympic Village, 
captured and held hostage a group of Israeli athletes and finally massacred 
eight of them just a few days before this game. In pained response this 
prayer reflects a deep concern for the integrity of sports as a free 
expression of human personality, transcending political division and 
violence. 

WAKE FOREST 
DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
SEPTEMBER 9, 1972 



Our Father, 
In the midst of our thanksgiving for all the joys and pleasures 

of this good day, 
We pause to remember one man who played on this field in other 

seasons. 
May Thy special blessing be given to Bill Bobbora at this hour. 
We pray that those who minister to him be given unusual wisdom; 
That they become the instruments of Thy mercy and healing purpose. 

May his present need remind us all to be good stewards of every 
talent and every day of our lives. 

In the strong name of Jesus. 
Amen* 

*The only extemporaneous prayer in this series, this prayer was composed 
and offered at the game, when we learned of the sudden critical illness of 
Bill Bobbora, who had finished at Wake Forest in 1971. Bill died on 
October 16, 1972. 

WAKE FOREST 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 
OCTOBER 14, 1972 



Our Father, 
In a time when some scoff at courage and others dismiss discipline, 
We thank Thee for the renewal of faith in the integrity of both 
Which is implicit in sports. 
We dare to believe that the same divine grace 
Which enables one man to sing and another to paint, 
Gives to others abilities of speed and strength, 

agility and balance, 
Which are necessary for achievement in sports. 
In thanking Thee for what Thou hast given us 
We pray now for character 
Without which neither artist nor athlete can be good stewards 

of Thy gifts. 
Help us then, whatever our gift, to offer nothing less than 

our best to Thee. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
OCTOBER 21, 1972 



We give thanks, our Father, 
For the vigor of youth and the pleasures of sports. 
Help us to keep our balance well enough 
Never to let the game become more important than the young men 

who play it. 
Protect them from injury to their bodies 
And protect us all from the greater injuries to the spirit 
That come from poor sportmanship. 
Help us all to give integrity to this engagement 
By remembering that all we do, 
Whether work or play, 
Must be done as unto Thee. 

In the strong name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
OCTOBER 28, 1972 



We confess, Our Father, that even though we want to be thankful 
for the good things we enjoy, 

We are sometimes unduly preoccupied with our problems. 
But help us to be reminded that not infrequently, 
In the mystery of that refining process by which you seek 

to bring us to useful maturity, 
It is our burdens that become the birthplace of our blessings. 
So even now renew both our faith 
And our commitment to the right, 
So that beyond the score of a game or the record for a season, 
Your purpose may be confirmed in our experience 
And al! our fortunes be given to Your Hand. 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA - 
NOVEMBER 18, 1972 



We thank Thee our Father, 
For the exuberance and the resilience of youth 
And for the enthusiasm for play that can prepare us for 

serious work. 
Help us we pray, 
Whether we play this game or merely watch as these young men 

perform, 
To know that all of us are involved in the business of living. 
Teach us then, 
Through the disciplines of sports, 
That life has its goals, 
To be reached only by those who are willing to pay the price 

of victory. 
Grant us now, 
Through the dedication of all our resources, 
To show our thanksgiving for being part of the game 
And part of the pattern of life. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

WAKE FOREST 
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
NOVEMBER 25, 1972 





The prayers on the follow· g pages 
were offered at some sp ial functions, 
as indicated, having to d with sports. 





Our Father, we thank Thee that Thou hast not made us 
one-sided. 

In the mystery of divine wisdom and grace Thou hast 
Fashioned men in full-rounded completeness. 
Thou hast endowed us with minds to think and wills to decide 

I 

With hearts to love and with a spirit to aspire to high' 
achievement. 

And though personality is intangible, Thou hast placed 
The image of Thyself in strong bodies that can also be the 
Instruments of Thy purpose. 
We thank Thee for the men whose achievements in 
Competition offer the occasion for our present fellowship. 
And we especially thank Thee that those achievements have 
Involved love and loyalty, courage, endurance and devotion 
As well as physical strength. 
We pray for them and ourselves that every gift we have 
May be offered to Thee in that larger competition in which 
Freedom and dignity and redemption are the prize. 
We offer ourselves, as we do our prayers, to Thee 
In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

THE ALL-SPORTS BANQUET 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 
MAY 25, 1964 



We would offer Thee thanks for the occasion of our fellowship, 

our Father. 
We marvel at a providence broad enough to include the 
Blessings of food, physical development and strength even 
While it is concerned with the mysteries of our minds 
And the finest and most intimate needs of our spirits. 
We thank Thee for making us whole. 
While we give and receive the accolades of athletic achievement 
That is the reward of proper use of speed, strength and agility 
May we ever be mindful that life and opportunity 
Are not achievements but gifts- of Thy love and grace. 
Help us to be equally good stewards of every other gift. 
Bless the school whose colors we have worn with pride 
And may her athletes bring her equal honor as men 
Who have learned in sports that rules are not restrictions. 
May our thanksgiving and our rejoicing be validated 
In the continuing development of all Thou has made it 
Possible for us to become, in the strong name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

THE ALL-SPORTS BANQUET 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 
MAY21, 1965 



Our heavenly Father, 
We thank Thee that it is inherent in the nature of truth 

to be total 
And we pray forgiveness for our tendency to compartrnentalize life 
To be involved in and concerned about our own specialty 
At the expense of insight into areas that are not unimportant 
Only because they are unfamiliar to us. 
The thanks we offer Thee now are deep and special 
Because we are truly grateful for an enterprise 
That not only brings us together as persons 
But one which bids to broaden our horizons 
And cause us to see life whole, 
Involving, as it does, body, mind and spirit. 
So bless and give success to our efforts 
In the name of One who always grows - 
In wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

Amen. 

KICK-OFF BANQUET FOR STADIUM CAMPAIGN 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 
FEBRUARY 22, 1966 



We thank Thee, our Father, for Wake Forest College. 
We thrill to the beauty of her campus and know a sense of pride 

In her curriculum. 
Yet our greatest thanks are for the central core of faith 
Which is her truest identity. 
For we know that this faith is our shield against materialism 

And the abstraction of truth. 
We know that this central commitment defines Wake Forest 
In human terms and enables us to see ourselves whole. 
We thank Thee that this foundation does more than permit 
our attention to the value of sports- indeed that it focuses 
Our responsibility for the stewardship of strength and agility 
Of body in the same context with the expansion of our minds 
And the development of community. 
We pray Thy blessings upon the athletes we honor here and upon 
The coaches whose investment of themselves in their lives 

will extend beyond these days. 
Grant that the spirit of Wake Forest will endure in 
All our relationships and that we shall always bring honor 
To her name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

THE ALL-SPORTS BANQUET 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 
MAY20, 1966 



Our Father, who art the author not only of our gifts but of the 
Fact that they differ, we honor Thy name before we do the 
Achievements of the men which occasions our company here tonight. 
We acknowledge not only that our talents, of whatever sort, are 
Expressions of Thy grace and favor; not only that we are 
Responsible for the way we use them, but that we must be good 
Stewards of the opportunity that acclaim creates. 
Help us then to appreciate what is true, 
From the direction of a putt, 
Or a shot at the basket, 
To the dignity of the human spirit and the nature of man 
In his kinship with Thee. 
God forbid that one of us, being talented with speed or 
Strength or agility, 
Should disparage quickness of mind 
Or the sensitivity of the heart. 
Help us rather to know well that Thy purpose has a place for 
All of us and all of our talents 
And that as members make the body 
So Thou dost create harmony out of our diversity as we 
Commit ourselves to Thee. 
We thank Thee then for touchdowns and home runs 
As we do monographs and theses. 
Most especially do we thank Thee for molding us together 
Into the instrument of Thy purpose which Wake Forest University 
Strives to be - in the strong name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

THE ALL-SPORTS BANQUET 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 
MAY 18, 1967 



Our Father, 
In a time when many values we thought to be sacred 
Are not only questioned but threatened, 
We offer Thee our deepest thanks for the virtues of loyalty, courage, 

Community and the team spirit which are at the heart of 
Athletic competition. 
Remind us that the process of learning, 
Which is a process of growth, 
Must take place everywhere if it is to have meaning anywhere 
In a University community. 
Let the prayers of sports then be our teachers as they themselves 

are learners. 
But remind them that their field or court 
And the game they play- 
Depend for integrity upon an inviolable connection 
With the classroom and the community. 
Help us all to remember that as men are made whole in Thy 

creation 
So must a University be whole. 
We thank Thee for our University and we pray that we may, 

All of us, 
Always represent her in the spirit of her deepest commitments. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

THE ALL-SPORTS BANQUET 
WAKE FOltEST UNIVERSITY - 
MAY 17, 1968 



Forgive us, Our Father, for taking Thy gifts for granted 
or worse- 

For seizing Thy blessings as if they were our right. 
Rather, teach us the true spirit of thanksgiving, 
Which goes beyond saying thanks for food - 
And accepts strength as a trust to be spent worthily. 
We thank Thee for the men whose achievements in competition 

offer the occasion for our fellowship 
And for an institution that has a world-view, 
But which also knows the value of a game. 
We thank Thee for men who know how to play 
Because they know how to live, 
For we know that championships are made of love and loyalty, 

courage, endurance and devotion, 
As well as physical strength and mental toughness. 
Help us all then, to learn a little more how to live 

as we learn how to play. 
We pray for coaches and men of the Wake Forest football team 

and for all of us 
That we may offer ourselves and every gift we have to Thee 
In that larger competition in which freedom 

and dignity and redemption are the prize. 
In the strong name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

BANQUET OF CHAMPIONS 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL TEAM 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP 1970 
DECEMBER 15, 1970 



Our Father, 
In a time when some scoff at courage and others dismiss discipline 

as unworthy, 
We thank Thee for the renewal of faith in the integrity of both 
Which is implicit in sports. 
We dare to believe that the same divine grace which enables one 
Man to sing and another to paint 
Gives to others the abilities of speed and strength, agility and 
Balance which sports.require. 
And finally we thank Thee for the character required of 
Artist and athlete alike 
If they are to fulfil the promise of Thy creative blessing. 
For the happy hours that we have enjoyed because the 
Davises and the Chappels and the Hemrics 
And the hosts of whom they are representative 
Have been good stewards of their talents, we give Thee special thanks. 

And now, 
That our thanks might have the ring of truth, 
We pray for them and for ourselves, 

All, 
The courage and the discipline and the character to invest 
Ourselves in the larger struggles to which we are called 
And the prize for which is the redemption of man. 
In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

THE ALL-SPORTS BANQUET 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 
MAY 19, 1971 



Our Father, we give thanks 
For that process of the development and maturing of the whole person 
Which we call education. 
We know it to be, 
As the person hood of those with whom it is concerned, 
A many-splendoured thing. 
Restrain us then, 

In our attention to and concern for any one aspect of the process, 
From forgetfulness toward or disparagement of any other part. 
As we come together here tonight 
To pay tribute to and express appreciation for 
The achievements of those who have thrilled and gratified us 
In sports endeavors, 
Help us to be mindful too that we are also creatures 

of mind and spirit. 
So let us dedicate ourselves afresh to the proposition 
That our best is due Thee because we are made in Thy image. 
Help us to always be generous in victory, 
Gracious in defeat, 
And above all, 
Help us to know that who is faithful to himself as a child of God 
Can never be false to any valid claim, 
Nor ever defeated. 

In the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

ALL-SPORTS RECOGNITION AD AWARDS NIGHT 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 
MAY10, 1972 



Deliver us, Our Father, from the fear of winning 
And the shame of losing. 
Thou hast made us competitive and we give thanks. 
Our first mandate from Thee was to subdue the earth, 
But we have not yet learned to subdue ourselves. 
Remind us now that until we do we can achieve no other victory. 
Forgive us for the confusion that allows us to identify our 

adversaries only as other teams and other men; 
Rather show us clearly that victory is giving our very best 

to whatever challenge confronts us. 
We thank Thee for Wake Forest University and for those teams 
And men who have worn her colors with pride. 
We rejoice in every achievement of theirs and claim them as our 
Own, because of our pride in them, 
And because we have not turned away from them 
When others wore the mantle of victory. 
We come now to honor them for their fidelity 

as much as for their successes. 
And we pray for them and for ourselves a new gift 
Of strength and courage from Thee, 
That together we may experience the ultimate victory 
Through renewed commitment of our very best 

to every demand of life. 
In the strong name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

THE ALL-SPORTS UNIVERSITY 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 
MAY 15, 1973 









Dr. L.H. Hollingsworth became the first full-time chap 
lain at Wake Forest University in January of 1959, and 
served in that capacity until he accepted the pastorate 
of the Emorywood Baptist Church in High Point, N.C. 
in 1970. During that period, "Holly" was a close friend 
of athletes, coaches, and staff members. Since leaving 
Wake Forest, he has maintained a close relationship to 
the athletic program. 

Dr. Hollingsworth is a graduate of Wake Forest 
College, the class of 1943, and has studied at Gardner 
Webb College, New Orleans Theological Seminary, 
Southeastern Theological Seminary at Wake Forest, 
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