
lightning Suspect 
n Church Fire 
JARVISBURG - Currituc 

County officials believe the fir 
that destroyed the 100-year ol 
Corinth Baptist Church a 
Jarvisburg, hist Saturday af. 
ternoon, may have been caus 
by lightning. 
According to a report from 

the Currituck County Sheriff's 
Department, a clue to the fire's 
origin came from Kill Devil 
Hills Mayor Lowell Perry. 
Perry reported Monday that a 
Virginia resident whose plane 
had been forced to cancel a 
flight during a severe electrical 
storm had reported seeing 
lightning strike the church. 
Perry indicated the pilot 

came to his car rental agency to 
rent a car to get home because 
of the storm's severity. He said 
the pilot had started to Virginia 
but turned back when he en 
countered the storm and left his 
airplane at the First Flight 
Airstrip adjacent to the Wright · 
Brothers Memorial. 
"We were flying over a 
hurch in Currituck County 
hen we were almost sure we 
aw lightning hit that church I 
and smoke start coming from 
it," the pilot told Perry. The 
mayor learned of the fire when 
the pilot returned the 
automobile and reported the 
church had burned to the 
ground. 
According to Currituck of 

ficials, Perry's information was 
the first indication of the fire's 
cause. 
The Currituck Sheriff's 

Department has discontinued 
its investigation. 
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Blaze Destroys Church 
Staff Report 

JARVISBURG - A 
Saturday afternoon fire 
totally destroyed the 110- 
year-old Corinth B~ 
Church in this Cu'rr'iUlck 

. County community, despite 
the efforts of three fire 
departments and seven fire' 
trucks. 
First to respond to the 

blaze, reported at 1:50 p.m. 
Saturday, was the Lower 
Currituck Volunteer Fire 
Department. Chief W .C. 
Outlaw said the first report 
was of smoke rising from 
the roof of the structure . 
He said two fire trucks 

were immediately dis 
patched to the scene, 
followed shortly thereafter 
by two other trucks from 

his department. Outlaw 
said a call for help was then 
issued to the Crawford 
Volunteer Fire Department 
which responded with two 
trucks, and to the Kitty 
Hawk Volunteer depart 
ment which dispatched one 
truck to the scene. 
Outlaw, who said the 

cause of the blaze was still 
undetermined as of late 
Saturday night, said that at 
ne point the volunteers 
thought they had the fire 
under control, but that 
extensive fire in the roof 
eventually raged out of con· 
trol and the structure could 
not be saved. 
Firemen left too scene at 

about 5:30 p.m., and no per· 
sonal injuries were 
reported. 
Outlaw said most of 

valuables and other 
movable contents of the 

building were salvaged 
before the fire got out of 
control. 
The pastor of the church, 

the Rev. Calvin C. Moore, 
contacted at his Manteo 
home Saturday night, said 
the church was in the pro 
cess of preparing for a 
week of revival to begin 
tonight. 
He also reported that the 

building was being outfitted 
with new air conditioning 
and heating facilities. 
Members of the church, 

estimated at approxi 
mately 65, will hold the up 
coming revival and regular 
church services at Pleasant 
Creek Baptist Church in 
Currituck County, ac 
cording to the Rev. Moore. 
He added that a funeral 
scheduled to take place 
today will also be held at 
the Pleasant Creek Church. 
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__.s-- Raleiah "NC 27603 ~ G\ \ . Linda M. Cain, P.O. Box 187, Poplar 51 County talks with supporters about 
Old Jarvisburg Colored School 
Although already a few years 

in the making, restoration of the 
Old Jarvisburg Colored School 
might be timed just right. 
It could become part of a plan 

that is taking shape to preserve 
Currituck' s heritage. 
The idea started most notice 

ably with the restoration of the 
Whalehead Club, then spread to 
the educational center depicting 
Currituck's traditions that the 
state plans to build on the club 
house grounds. Now the county 
would like to have the Currituck 
Beach Lighthouse and bring all 
the historic features in that same 
vicinity together as Currituck 
Heritage Park. 
When the group spearheading 

the old school's restoration met 
with county officials, commis 
sioner Owen Etheridge com 
mented the school would be a 
good offshoot from the historic 
preservation started in Corolla, 
and provide a place to begin on 
the mainland. 
Etheridge added that too much 

of Currituck' s heritage has been 
allowed to slip away, and that 
the county has not done a good 
job in letting people know it is 
North Carolina's oldest county. 
While the commissioners 

committed no funds to the old 
school project, board chairman 
Gene Gregory commented that if 
the county is successful in 
acquiring the deed to the light 
house, it is expected that pro 
ceeds generated from that attrac 
tion could be used to support 
other restoration efforts, such as 
the old school. 

"We talked about this (saving 
the old school) before you con 
tacted us,'; commissioner Paul 
O'Neal told the group behmd the 
effort. 
"You talked about it on that 

side, and we talked about it on 
this side, now it's time to get 
together,'' responded Alice 
Lindsey, who has been instru 
mental in moving the project for 
ward. 
As an unplanned touch of 

irony, the groups got together in 
the courthouse conference room 
that has a watercolor of the old 
schoolhouse hanging on the 
wall. 
Lindsey, who was in the last 

class to graduate from the school 
and who was accompanied to the 
meeting by other former students 
and the children of former stu 
dents, outlined the history of the 
old building, dating as far back 

as 1868. 
She also talked about what has 

been accomplished so far in 
restoring the old building, 
including obtaining the non 
profit status for the preservation 
fund, which group treasurer 
Norma Williams reported has 
$5,300 to date. Those moneys 
were raised from a letter-writing 
campaign that went out to school 
alumni and families, and from 
private donations. 
Since the old school, which is 

located along US 158 next to 
Corinth Missionary Baptist 
Church (school owner), has a 
habit of drawing motorists to 
stop and take pictures, a sign has 
been put up telling visitors about 
restoration efforts. A new, larger 
sign is also expected to be 
erected soon. 

Getting started with the basics 
to sure-up the building, was esti 
mated will take $15,000. While 
the building looks kind of bad 
from the outside, the group said 
it is in better shape on the inside 
and in 1998 the state surveyed 
the old school, concluding that it 
can be restored, contains materi 
als of historic significance, and 
is worthwhile pursuing restora 
tion. 

Lindsey noted that the project 
was submitted for a state grant 
back in 1999, but the state 
depleted those funds dealing 
with hurricanes instead. How 
ever, she said she was encour 
aged to re-apply, and has, but 
has not heard from the state as 
yet, 
Other professionals in the his- . 

toric and preservation business 
have also expressed a willing 
ness to help out with the project, 
Lindsey explained, and plans 
will be in place this fall to get 
the old school listed on the 
National Historic Registry. 
Once restored, Lindsey 

explained that the plan is to use 
the building as a community 
center and mini-library, and 
would be open to the public. 
The commissioners requested 

that the preservation group get 
together with county staff to 
work out a way to make it hap 
pen, and commended the group 
for their progress so far. 
Persons interested in joining 

the restoration effort, may send a 
tax deductible donation made 
payable to the "Old Jarvisburg 
Colored School Restoration 
Project," to: Norma Williams, 
P.O. Box 173, Barco, NC 27917. .-- 
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,,.,, The 110-year old church burned to the ground Sept. 

17 and since that time members have been meeting 
~.i.ll at the Plesant Creek Baptist Church and the Griggs 

Elementary School where the dinner and singing I event will be held. 
)'i:' Dinner will be served from 4-6 p.m. in the cafeteria 
rn with the sing-a-rarna scheduled for 6:30 p.m. in the 
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,, ject. The Rev. Calvin Moore is church pastor. 
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