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TS: Just to get started, my name is Torie Steiner. I’m a student at Wake Forest Divinity. 

You want to go ahead and state your name, what year you are and what your major is. 

 

YA: My name is Yaffa Ali. I’m a Junior, and I'm a Psychology Major with a potential 

Minor in Neuroscience. 

 

TS: Do you want to go ahead and state your name too? We have an observer with us 

as well. 

 

D: My name is Dahlia. 

 

TS: OK, so just kind of jumping right on in-what role does Islam play in your daily life? 

 

YA:  I grew up in a, I don’t want to say conservative, but it was pretty half-liberal I guess. 

My father is the Imam at our mosque in Greensboro- Islamic Center of the Triad. It’s 

one of the largest mosques in North Carolina. I’ve grown up hearing his sermons, per 

say, he’s taught me and my siblings a lot about Islamic faith. I hold it very dear to my 

heart. Coming here, I’ve adopted my own take on it. I still follow the main fundamentals, 

you know, praying 5 times a day, fasting during Ramadan, trying to give to charity as 

much as I can, and just doing continuous prayers. I guess my take upon it is just you 

know, being patient with myself and learning how to commit to those ideals. Like I won’t 

pray 5 times a day all the time-most definitely not. I think the biggest part with me is it’s 

served as a guidance for me throughout my coursework-just through daily life here with 

my interactions. I use it a lot with the way I think and my mindset when I’m writing 

papers, I sort of use a holistic feeling with a lot of my stuff. I use it a lot in my daily life. 

 

TS: Did your religious beliefs play any sort of role in where you decided to go to 

college? 

 

YA: Not necessarily. I did know that coming to Wake Forest University was different in 

that it wasn’t diverse. I did get acceptances from other major colleges in the state, like 

UNC-Chapel Hill, NC State University and I know they have very large MSA’s per say, 

or Muslim Student Associations. I knew here it was a much more smaller school and 

that’s what attracted me here. I like the liberal, sort of smaller take on classes. Just the 

liberal arts sort of education you’ve got here. So that’s what attracted me the most. 
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TS: What is it like to be a Muslim at Wake? 

 

YA: I think you feel sort of different and definitely a minority here, and a very small one 

compared to other universities. Chapel Hill has over 200 Muslims in their MSA. Our 

MSA here, which has grown significantly, up until this year, we have about 30. I think 

the hardest part about being able to identify as Muslim is that  sometimes you’re 

searching for that interaction with another Muslim identity on campus and sometimes 

you don’t see other students visually, or actually verbally say that they are Muslim, even 

though sometimes you know they are on a Muslim listserv, a Muslim Student 

Association listserv. It’s harder to find similarities that I’ve wanted to find in MSA, but 

this past year, it’s growing significantly. I’ve grown more comfortable with my Muslim 

identity. My best friends, the majority of them are Muslims, and I found them from the 

Muslim Student Association. Very grateful to have actually have promoted my identity 

as a Muslim per se. I really do that by wearing my veil as well. So I think it serves as an 

indicator of what I believe in and then also for others who are more knowledgeable 

about the purpose of it. I guess they can also see what I identify as. 

 

TS: So, you kind of touched on this a little bit. Can you talk to me more about 

experiences where you felt affirmed in your Muslim identity here at Wake? 

 

YA: Most definitely, interactions within the organizations that I was most comfortable 

with: Muslim Student Association, another one was SASA, which is the South Asian 

one, most of those students in that organization are just from around the region, or 

around these Muslim countries-you know, Southeast Asia. The greatest thing about 

them is they shared the really deep, diverse, and cultural aspect. Within that 

organization, it’s so much easier to be comfortable around that environment. Another 

one was all of the social justice organizations. It was easier to affiliate with those groups 

simply because I shared a passion as a Muslim, as a woman, as a Palestinian-

American to find support and work on the social justice issues. Finding that group was 

probably one of the most interesting ones because I found so many people who were 

outside those minorities who were also in those organizations. 

 

TS: How did you find that group, or those groups? 

 

YA: I was introduced to them by, right here, Dahlia. She pulled me into a lot of things, 

and she was actually the first person on campus who followed me outside of a pre-

orientation session. She would say, “Hi, I’m Dahlia.” I’m from Iraq, and I noticed you’re 

wearing the veil and I’m Muslim too. From that start on, Dahlia was like one of my very 

closest friends here. She had much more experience within the organizations just 
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because she had a lot of pre-orientation programs with those students and I just got 

pulled in, I just sort of found my place within them. 

 

TS: What were you thinking when Dahlia came up to you? 

 

AY: I was shocked. I have never experienced someone who was that forward, and not 

worried about coming up to and just being like, yeah, I’m from Iraq and I’m also Muslim.  

I don’t think many people are able to have that same interaction. But honestly, it was my 

favorite thing about Dahlia, that she was so forward. I really appreciated it. Because, 

otherwise, I don’t think I would have instantly picked up on those similarities. 

 

TS: Are there any positive things that Wake Forest, as an institution, is doing to support 

Muslim students? 

 

YA: I think so. I do think that the university does work with organizations to bring more 

awareness. Just the simple act of allowing the Muslim Student Association to have or 

promote Islamic Awareness Week or bring in, major figures like Dihaj Muhammed, the 

Muslim Olympic fencer.  Just having those programs featured on the campus brings 

awareness to different identities. Also, President Hatch was on an initiative to build a 

Muslim student lounge, which just opened, I believe last spring. It was very recent. It 

was one of the biggest things for MSA to have their own lounge to call home. 

 

TS: Was there like an opening ceremony/ 

 

YA: There was, yeah. 

 

TS: Did you participate in that? 

 

YA: I did. There was a lot of the faculty and administrative members who came out, 

including President Hatch and his wife. It was a really great event. 

 

TS: What was that experience like? 

 

YA: Oh, I loved it. Just to be able to know that, like now we have a lounge. Now we 

don’t have to like, seek out a lounge to go pray in, or to go do my studies, or to go have 

hangouts. I used to go to the Catholic Lounge all the time and I loved it. Because they 

were such a close-knit family and they were so welcoming to me and opened up to me. 

And just to know that even a Muslim Student Association can have that same 

experience was a great feeling. 
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TS: That’s very cool. What building is the lounge located in? 

 

YA: It’s in Collins--the same one where the Catholic Lounge is and Hillel. 

 

TS: Are there any other activities...well, before I get to that...So, you’re involved in MSA, 

correct? 

 

YA: Yes. 

 

TS: When did you get involved and why? 

 

YA: It was Freshman year, and like I said, Dahlia was the prime one who helped me 

initiate getting into these things It was also the president, the former president of MSA 

who pulled me aside and he told me that he saw me from afar wearing the veil.  And he 

just wanted to come and see if I wanted to join the MSA and I was very happy about 

that. There was someone who was reaffirming my presence, I was glad, because as a 

Freshman you just sort of don’t know where to go. He really helped then. So did Dahlia. 

 

TS: What keeps you involved in MSA? 

 

YA: Most definitely my close friends. We’re very close and I always feel that I’m most at 

comfort with them. I’m so open, I’m able to discuss things that are cultural in 

conversation to them and that they might understand much more than other individuals, 

I’m able to be more open and discuss topics on Islam with them. It’s a much easier and 

comfortable feeling around them. 

 

TS: Are there any other events or organizations or activities that support Muslim life 

here at Wake that you know of? 

 

YA: Yes. With different events there are different organizations Dahlia would definitely 

have a much better take on this just because she is the president of MSA currently. 

There have been the Muslim Speak Out that happened last year with the inauguration 

of Trump. The LGBTQ community came out, a lot of the social justice organizations 

came out, so the Social Justice Incubator, the SASA organization, OLAS, I believe, 

some of those members, a lot of minority organizations came out, and a lot of the 

faculty members as well. I think with different events, there are those organizations that 

frequently are there. Halal included in the community-the Chaplains’ Office, most 

definitely. The support is great in those administrations. 
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TS: Can you talk to me a little bit about the Muslim Speakout event? Was it an 

event….This is my first year, so I wasn’t here last year. 

 

YA: It happened last year and it was on the Quad. I believe it was some of the Exec 

members who decided to hold this along with a social justice individual who was very 

passionate about getting our voice out. So, he helped with Exec, and he personally 

came to me and asked me if I wanted to perform anything just because he felt that I was 

a much more a visible indicator of being Muslim. And just because I love to do poetry 

readings, and I do my own poetry, at protests. I was very happy. So, I got to perform a 

piece, and it was so great to see the large amount of people that came out. For a small 

university, I think it was a pretty good turnout-I would say about 50 maybe, 50-60 

maybe. It was just a really relieving feeling to just know that those are some of the 

strongest indicators that there is support for the Muslim identity on campus. There were 

also a lot of minorities present, especially from those organizations, and you know those 

were the ones I would call the most comfortable safe space to go to. 

 

TS: What was the response to the spoken word that you performed? 

 

YA: I got a lot of good feedback. My father got footage of it and so he put it on 

Facebook and we got a lot of, like it was a 1,000-view video, and there were a lot of 

supporting comments from my community back at home. All my friends were very proud 

of me and I was proud of myself for it too. Just because it was something I love to do: 

speaking out at protests. It’s what my father grew up doing and he sort of passed it on 

to me and my siblings-an activist family. I would say we are pretty much strong activists, 

so I loved every moment of it basically. And just seeing all the support, it makes 

everything feel so much better in that moment. 

 

TS: Could you tell me about a time when being a Muslim was tied to a negative 

experience here at Wake? 

 

YA: Yes, so surprisingly I haven’t, it’s even sad to say even surprisingly, compared to 

other Muslim students on campus who I’ve heard have had those experiences, I haven’t 

had anything direct. Everyone around me has been very supportive and understanding 

of my faith and the way I promote things. I will say though, I was giving a tour guide to 

one of my best friends from back home, I guess she was planning to apply here for 

college. It was the day after Trump was inaugurated. There is a tradition here where, I‘m 

pretty sure you know about it by now, where all the students will roll the quad with toilet 

paper on the trees and everywhere. I remember, I didn’t give it much thought to it to be 

honest, it was just a mellow day and my friend was coming and that was my main focus. 

I remember we were walking and she was asking me like, why are all the trees rolled 
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with toilet paper? Why is everything so filled with toilet paper on the quad? I just 

remember, there was just no other pretty way to say it, you know it wasn’t a sport event, 

it wasn’t a happy feeling of being a Deac, you know winning a football game or a soccer 

game, it was, you know, it was after the Presidential election. I was really upset that I 

even had to say it to her because she was Muslim, she was not a veiled woman, but 

she grew up with different identities and so she as very passionate about coming to this 

school and I think in that moment, she realized that the majority of the school, I don’t 

know if I would say majority, but those who rolled the quad were supporters of a 

President who doesn’t condemn racism or any sort of sexism, you now we could go into 

all the list. You know, I was just like really disappointed, even in myself, to even give her 

that response that I couldn’t really explain. I didn’t expect it either to be honest to that 

extent. I guess it sort of reaffirmed that coming here was, this was going to be the 

challenge of staying here for myself. And I’m not someone, being an activist, and having 

an identity as a Palestinian-American, my family has gone through those trajectories of 

knowing oppression in the homeland and all that. This wasn’t something that was 

necessarily new for me to experience-but, you know, still sad. I think I just didn’t take it 

as something hard, I’m used to it from hearing all these things that happen in Middle 

Eastern countries. It was just sad just to reaffirm that my stay here, that I was going to 

school with people who are very pro those ideals. Sad thing to say. 

 

TS: Especially in your home life when you moved to undergrad, it's your home for the 

time that you’re there. 

 

YA: Yes, I would say this is, truly my, like I love Wake Forest, I have an undeniable love. 

Even though out of all the tough love I gave here, through grades and dealing with 

classes, it still feels like this is a part of me. I’m always going to hold this, like I'm a 

Demon Deacon thing. But you know like, for once, I was just like shocked, I was like 

wow, I didn’t think it would come out in a such an abrupt light, but it did. I didn’t want to 

have to tell my friend, oh if you do apply here, this is something you might have to deal 

with. I guess in the best of scenarios, you sort of see the population that goes here, 

what they do that is very different from what I see. 

 

TS: Did your parents prepare you for how to react or how to deal with situations like 

that? 

 

YA: Not necessarily. 

 

TS: Not necessarily just your parents but like. You’re, you know 
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YA: Not necessarily. Not for something with racism per say. I’ve dealt with some sort of 

experience as a veiled woman or being Arab. In middle school, I’ve had an experience 

of having these terrorism jokes against me. I don’t take the things too strongly either just 

because, I don’t want to say I’m used to it but like I've said with that other identity I have 

as, you know, being Palestinian, it is very present within me. I think the activism my 

father has promoted through us, we’ve sort of grown up knowing that you have to grow 

up to deal with this. You’d eventually come across an experience like this, and in the 

best scenario for me, you know, I haven’t had anything direct against me, which I’m very 

happy to say. My parents haven’t really, or anyone directly if you deal with this, this is 

what you need to do. I’ve sort of had in the back of my head, like if I were to deal with 

something like it, I think I would be smart to say something very, not smart mouthed or 

anything like that, or go cuss them out or anything like that. I’d be very calm and poised 

about it and then just like walk away sort of thing. I’ve just adopted this sort of thing like, 

I’m very vocal about the way I feel on political issues and being at that speak out meant 

that. I think it serves to be an indicator that I’m going to be professional against any sort 

of hate against me. In the end, I’m going to keep my ideals. I don’t want to even interact 

or retaliate against hate when I don’t think it would do me any good. 

 

TS: It shows so much about your character. 

 

YA: I try, I really do. 

 

TS: I’m wondering, so you’ve never had any direct experience, negative experience 

here. Why do you think there is a difference between you and other students in MSA? 

Do you have any idea? 

 

YA: To be honest, I would wish I did. I have literally questioned this and I’m not sure 

why. I’m thinking it might have something to do with my appearance, like I look like a 

very calm, shy person I think. I don’t necessarily know. It might be just because the way 

I behave on campus. Like, I’m not to myself, I'm around people all the time but, I’m very 

calm. I’m not very loud and obnoxious, or more direct with like some of the more social 

justice members. I know one of the MSA members who got a comment one time from 

some guy on campus. He was just passing by and he mentioned something about, to 

my Muslim friend about how he looked like he looked like he was related to Osama bin 

Laden kind of thing, or he looked like he was going to Hajj. something about he was 

going to infiltrate, or looked like one of those Bedouins, or like an Arab nomad basically. 

What was most interesting was that, like my friend is not even Arab. So, I like found it, I 

was shocked. I take these things as a joke because I feel like people are just sort of like 

ridiculous in what they comment. My friend, he did not look Arab. He was uh, he’s not 

from Pakistan, he’s from the Southeast Asian countries. But I don’t feel like he fulfilled 
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any of the requirements of looking like Osama bin Laden or his relative-like no beard, no 

dark hair necessarily, so it was just, I was bewildered. If anything, I would just have 

taken it as a joke and walk away. Some of these comments are ridiculous. I’m not sure 

why some members get hate and have had comments, and I haven’t had. I’m blessed 

and very grateful for that. I have no idea to be honest. I just think it’s sad that others do 

have to deal with it. 

 

TS: Does being a Muslim make it more difficult to socialize with non-Muslims? 

 

YA:  I wouldn’t say it’s difficult to have conversations with non-Muslims, most definitely 

not. I think that what’s hard as being Muslim sometimes it’s hard to identify with certain 

ideals or values, depending on of course how you want to promote your Islam, I guess. 

Like for me, personally, I don’t drink. So, in some conversations when some of my 

friends are discussing going out and stuff like that, it’s not not comfortable for me, I just 

don’t have much to say about it. I know what I hold dear to my heart and so it’s hard to 

relate on that level of how it would feel to like to get drunk, if that's what a person wants 

to do. So, in those scenarios, it’s just a bit tough to relate, I would say. But, I have a lot 

of non-Muslim friends. There are some great conversations. I haven’t had to struggle 

with explaining anything to do with with my identity as a Muslim, and their identity as a 

non-Muslim per say, sort of like just any genuine person talking. I don’t think our 

identities get in the way. I think sometimes similarities can help strengthen that sort of 

conversation and sort of strengthen the interaction, but I don’t think it hurts it or 

diminishes away from that. 

 

TS: It sounds like with your similarities comment that a lot of the organizations or 

experiences that have helped support you come from organizations that have 

similarities in some sort of way, whether it be for social justice issues or minority groups. 

 

YA: Yes, it’s a big part I think. I don’t know if you’ve had a chance to, so I’ll promote this 

interview that just happened recently, one of our Muslim members had an interview with 

a member from the Wake Forest Review. I thought it was interesting because they were 

talking about how some of those organizations that were built upon joining together as a 

minority group on this campus, or as just a national thing, sort of like when they see 

themselves as a minority they’ve sort of grouped themselves together. And provided 

safe spaces for specifically those individuals of need, and I’m not going to say too much 

about it, but it’s a very different take on the way someone of a minority looks at it, so the 

Wake Forest Review member, he felt that it was very biased against, to have these 

minority organizations be together on similar issues or join forces. It was a really 

interesting conversation. I was sort of bewildered that you can sort of use those or say 

that those organizations are not built for everyone when they were. Maybe they support 
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the needs of minority students much more, but I think they were in place for everyone, 

whether minority or not. I think you’d be very interested in the interview, personally. 

You’d see a very, the way, where some of these people who don’t seem too able to 

support minority groups or Muslim identities where they lie in their thinking. 

 

TS: Interesting, yes you’ll have to give me the information for that. Has being Muslim 

ever led to a negative experience in the classroom? 

 

YA: Not necessarily, no. I’ve had a tough scenario outside of my Muslim identity, it was 

more with my Palestinian one. In terms of Muslim, no. That could also just be due to the 

fact that the majority of my classes are science classes, and I’m not participating in 

Political Science classes or discussion-based Religion courses, or even Philosophy. 

That also could be a factor in why I’m not able to engage in those, but, yes, so far it’s 

been… 

 

TS: Has any professor ever asked you to speak, like use your voice to speak for the 

voices of like maybe Palestinians or like Muslims as a whole, has that experience ever 

happened? 

 

YA: Not for Muslims, I’m sorry, not for my Muslim identity, from a Palestinian one, but I 

think there was a lot of bias going on between me and my professor, who identified as 

the other group. The controversy between that issue and, it sort of, it led to a very tough 

place honestly. Sometimes, I don’t like to bring up my identity necessarily in class 

discussions unless I am, I almost like feel that I am most at comfort to discuss it, just 

because I don’t want to have a window where a professor or a student has an effect on 

my grade. 

 

TS: Do you feel like that would happen? Is that what keeps you from revealing that? 

 

YA: It was funny, so, Freshman year I had an experience with a professor who, like I 

said, identified as the other identity and that controversy, and you know like people who 

aren’t very sure about the conflict-it’s very hard, it's a very complex issue. There's a lot 

of different parts to it, and of course, being of that blood line, I had a very strong feeling 

against, or not against, but for the issue. And the class was based upon human rights 

and so we were looking at how human rights came about, we were looking at different 

scenarios. We looked at all types of identities. My professor asked the class to write a 

20 page, a 25 page paper on any issue that indulged in the realm of human rights. Of 

course, I picked what I felt was the easiest, but also the most knowledgeable thing I 

had. It was a very tough class to get through. I think, in the end, I think me and my 

professor, we left it on terms based upon grades. But I did feel that, that sort of bias 
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against that identity of mine did have an effect on my grade in the end just because 

some of our discussions in meetings had included, or even in class, I’d be called out on 

how biased I was being as a member of my identity.  I thought it was a very hard class 

to get through. I remember I told my Dad. Of course, as a Freshman, I don’t think that 

was the right scenario to experience. You’re writing a really long paper, and that was 

the majority of my grade. I told my Dad, and I remember my Dad, and you know as an 

activist you would think, knowing him, you fight for what you think is right. But my father 

is also passionate about education. He was just like, you know, let’s leave it, just follow 

what he says in getting through the paper. And my professor asked me to fix my grade, 

to make the paper less biased, or to have a solution that was viable and in a good place 

with his understanding of the conflict. And so, it was a very tough class for me. My 

father was just like sometimes you don’t have to bring up your identities so visibly, 

especially if there’s bias going on with me and the professor. I just felt like it was best in 

my interest that I’d be in control when I decide to talk about my identities from then on. 

We might talk about Muslims in class, but I don’t feel comfortable with the way the class 

is going with that topic I will not talk about certain ideals about being a Muslim per se. It 

just gives you more control over what I speak about and what I don’t. 

 

TS: Do you feel like you, that experience led you to the demeanor of having control over 

what you say? Like did you come in with a different ideal of like I can share this? 

 

YA: Yes.  So of course, this is like something. I’m very proud to be a part of this 

ethnicity. It was very hard for my father, or to hear even my father say this to me. And I 

like sort of wanted to follow those footsteps, like those social justice individuals who are      

per say, you know who are like actively advocating what they feel is right. I wanted to do 

that with like being Muslim, being Palestinian, and just being a person of a minority-this 

is what I’m passionate about. It was so hard for my father to tell to take it down a notch.  

TS: When did he tell you that? 

 

YA: After that scenario, we sorted of avoided, I sort of avoided bringing up the 

Palestinian American, unless I needed to in class. Later, within this last year, that my 

father asked me to sort of focus more on my studies because the pre-med track and I 

was sort of getting side-tracked with everything that was going on in the political 

atmosphere. So, it was very hard to sort of like unwind out of it and sort of like turn my 

head to focus on my studies and not get engaged. The Speak Out was one of the very 

few moments I felt was the right moment to talk about what I felt was right for my 

identity. I think I just learned not to overdo it. I think it was the best step for me. I think 

so. 

 

TS: What changes would you want to make for other Muslim students coming to Wake? 



History of Wake Forest University Oral History Project 
Special Collections & Archives, Z. Smith Reynolds Library 

11 
 

 

YA: One of the hardest things in MSA right now is that there are a lot of Muslim students 

who don’t feel comfortable to identify as Muslim publicly, verbally and physically. So, by 

my meaning by that, for example, I know there are a couple of students who MSA Exec 

were trying to get ahold of, to see their interest. I remember some of the Exec members 

were telling me that they got a lot of responses that students did want to be a part of 

MSA. Of course, I think Exec took a poll on it, of course, they were very excited about it. 

I think it’s a much more deeper issue than just the fact that maybe this student doesn't 

want to be a part of it. No problem. But, when students have to sort of hide away from 

their identity just because they want to be a part of another organization that sort of 

inhibits promoting that--I think it’s very hard for those students to be a part of both 

worlds. Also, for students who try, or who have wanted, or shown interest, for example 

in discussion that they have wanted to wear the veil or wear their certain ethnic clothing 

for special events like Eve, a very major holiday for us. They just choose not to wear it 

on this campus because they will feel as if they have been spotted out or that their 

identity is very, too public, and it could hurt some of their friendships. I have seen, I 

know a lot of Muslim students who have chosen to just not show that side of. I think the 

biggest thing I would just tell incoming students is just that it may be hard to actually 

publicly talk about your identity or even wear the clothes, and this goes on to all my 

grades, honestly, like even people who are much more, not impoverished, but middle 

class or lower class, you know, you don’t have to hide that identity because the majority 

here are predominantly white individuals or very rich individuals that are coming to this 

school. You don’t have to hide what you wear, how you speak, and who you identify as. 

There’s no reason to, it may be tough at times, but you know, like, I think the biggest 

part of it is you are growing up and you are able to find that sense of identity. That’s a 

very prime thing, I think for someone to grow and build stronger interactions to find a 

group that will accept you, rather than to tell you to hide certain ideals or peer pressure 

you to follow others.  No need to assimilate per say. The hardest thing about being here 

is trying not to assimilate.  It’s very hard, you see a lot of people wearing the same 

brand, and you know eating the same foods, even eating salads all the time, I wish I 

could, I couldn’t. Working out all the time, there’s no reason to assimilate. I don’t want to 

say something cliché like try to be who you are. Honestly I just feel like maybe some 

students haven’t been as or felt as included as I have been on this campus, but I have 

always felt most comfortable with myself when I have my own sense of fashion, and I 

am able to fast in front of all these individuals who are eating and I'm sitting there during 

Ramadan and my friends are like, oh no don’t worry about me, you know, I’m not 

affected. It’s a different thing. Something that is much more attractive to me than feeling 

the need to assimilate. I don’t know if that’s a direct thing, but I try to. 
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TS: So, you’ve offered a kind of advice for students, like what students should do, is 

there anything that, any changes that Wake can make to help incoming or Muslim 

students? 

 

YA: I think that while the campus has honestly grown in diversity, I think it’d be very 

helpful if the university provided more for students in need. And by need, I’m mostly 

saying providing for more scholarships and financial support. I think it’s very hard for a 

lot of the members here who are on scholarships per say, to go travel abroad, or 

commit to going, or commit to doing certain things that might be very expensive. I think 

providing those scholarships to a wide various amount of students, I think that would 

help with the diverse aspect of, you know, just bringing in more people-not just 

minorities or individuals who are in the lower middle class-you just having students who 

have those intellectual abilities and have promoted that, not just through academics but 

also creativity and their passion for striving for certain things. There are a lot of areas 

here. I think one of the best things about the school is liberal arts, so the student is able 

to see different things. It’s a great way to find people who not just based upon academic 

standings to get in here, creativity is a big part of it I think. By bringing in those 

individuals, I think you’re bringing in a lot of more diverse thought, and having more 

things done on campus, like campus-wide events that individuals would feel primed to 

come to. Not just having a Muslim Speak Out just for Muslim students and minority 

students. The university needs to target a lot of the majority groups like the sororities, 

the fraternities, to do events with these smaller organizations. I think that would serve as 

a great unity basis on various amounts of levels, not just socio-economic status, not just 

what your race is, your ethnicity is, you know, it would help strengthen values and build 

those interactions that are very much felt dispersed between those major organizations 

and the smaller ones. I think that would be a very great asset, especially with bringing in 

those new individuals. 

 

TS: That’s really good. 

 

YA: Thank you. 

 

TS: What is something that you would want non-Muslims to know about the Muslim 

experience? 

 

YA: There’s an event they are trying to do next semester. I think it’s called Royalty Chef 

Day. They’re trying to get students who are female or identify as female, you know, 

whoever, to wear a veil. And then for guys, whoever identifies as a male, or even not, a 

female too, to wear the hats that were made for male individuals, to wear those on that 

day in support of Muslim identities, for Islamic Awareness Week. I think that is a great 
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way to just, I would want a non-Muslim to just know that there is no victimization 

happening for someone who identifies as a different identity. I think we all have fallen 

victim to this idea that we have ranks in all of our statuses and identities and that it is 

important to be able to value the person as what they experience. For them to be able 

to wear a veil, I think that would show what I go through on a day to day basis. Not even 

just through, like the atmosphere being a pro-Trump campus, right? I’m talking about 

weather, like how it feels to wear a veil on a very hot, hot day and then on a very cold 

day. I think it would help serve non-Muslims to learn about, just learning about a 

person’s values and faith and where they see that sort of depth in a person, an identity 

is a certain depth of an individual. It would serve to show a lot of things. They would just 

see the way I wear a veil as like, like they might just comment as like oh my god it’s like 

really hot to wear this. This is something I've committed to. It shows a value of mine. I 

think that person would feel humbled, almost, or at least I’d hope they feel humbled to 

experience and just to learn about the day to day living of someone under that identity. I 

think that would help stir away those tensions. 

 

TS: Why do you personally choose to wear a headscarf each day? 

 

YA: I started wearing mine in 7th grade. I think middle school is one of those very ugly 

phases of someone growing up. 

 

TS: For everyone. 

 

YA: Yeah right?  

TS: These days the kids have, it’s like they don’t have bright light breaks, like come on 

now. 

 

YA: They are so mature. They are so young. I feel like I look young compared to these. I 

don’t know. Good for them I guess. So, I had a lot of reasons to do it. One of them was 

my father. Of course, people always have this idea that when a Muslim woman gets 

pressured into wearing it, and feels like, I hear this argument all the time, it’s obligatory 

for a woman to wear it. This is why she is wearing it. My father is, I love him to death, he 

would always talk to me about the importance of wearing a veil, the humility you would 

have to fold wearing it. I just remember I was in a very different place in my life. I was 

trying out new things. I was like, you know what, I’ll try a veil for a day and just see how 

it feels. I walked into school and I wore it. I got a lot of questions like why did you decide 

to wear this, what’s the point? I didn’t notice anything myself, so I was just trying to 

figure it out. Eventually, I just came to the terms of, you know what, if I were to commit 

to this, I’d be adjusting a large part of myself. So, being able to wear a veil also signifies 

not just modesty but this is like, of course what I deem to be modest. It doesn’t have to 
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be what everyone else deems. But for me I just felt like I was much more humble, I was 

much more aware of my identity. I was less careless with the way I behaved around 

others. I wasn’t afraid of judgement, I was just afraid that if I did something wrong in my 

parents’ eyes, at least I would, if I were to do something wrong, I would feel humbled to 

restrict myself in that way. So, I feel like my veil holds a lot of things. You know, a lot of 

the modesty behind it, humility, being humble, being aware of my faith, so I guess it’s 

even a reminder for me. I might not pray 5 times a day, but you know what, I get 

reminded like maybe you need to do something like an aspiration to do just commit to 

one good deed in my life, and I just feel like it’s wearing this veil. I’ve grown to love it. It 

gets hot, but you know what, I’ve learned to even accustom, wearing different fabrics to 

suit, if I’m really cold, I’ll wear the really thick ones, if not, I’ll wear the really thin ones. 

It’s just now become a part of me. I would feel so naked personally if I were to take it off. 

I’d feel like a different person. I am very grateful to be able to wear it. I think it’s a 

beautiful thing and I’ve adopted it onto my love for fashion and clothes. It just makes me 

very happy to know that I can be a part of the many Muslim women who wear it. I think 

that’s a similarity and I think it’s a great accomplishment for someone who wants to 

aspire to learn more about faith and reach a higher place sometimes. I think it’s my 

higher place for me. 

 

TS: My last question for you, while we’re recording, is there anything else I may have 

missed or that’s important to know about Muslim life at Wake? 

 

YA: I feel like I honestly told my life story. I talked about the two most, you know, things 

that I love about myself: about being Muslim and about being Palestinian. I’m grateful 

for the opportunity. I think it’s a great project. I hope it aspires to be heard among, you 

know, like whether, when you speak about it. 

 

TS: Yes, we’ll just have to see where it goes. 


