
Church Sets 
Family Dar, 

Family Day will cele- 
brated at Covington Baptist 
Church, Troy on SundaY;'Sep 
teli1'0er 27. 

The 11 o'clock worship ser 
vice will be conducted by the 
Rev. W. 0. McCollougb and the 
afternoon service will be led by 
Rev. Murphy and bis congrega 
tion from Rockingham. 

A special family dinner will 
be served following the 11 
o'clock service. All members 
and friends are urged to attend 
and participate in the celebra 
tion. 

The regular church confer 
ence will be held Saturday 
night, September 26, at 7 o'clock 
and the official board will meet 
with the pastor at 6:00 p.m. 
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GROUNDBREAKING -- Groundbreaking ceremonies were held Sunday for an 
addition to Covington Baptist Church in Troy. The Rev. John Caldwell 
(foreground) participated in the ceremonies. Shown in the background, left to 
right, are: Herbert Durant, treasurer; Floyd Evans, deacon; Otis Flowers, 
deacon; Tom Simmons, oldest active deacon; and Cato Kelly, trustee. Not 
shown: James McAulay, chairman cf deacon board, and Coble Robinson, chair 
man of trustees. 

'-> 
1) Ceremonies Held 

~·'J At Troy Church 
Ground was broken Sunday at 

5 p.m. for an addition to Cov 
ington Baptist Church on South 
Main Street in Troy. 
The project was designed by 

Hayes-Howell & Associates, ar 
chitectural firm of Southern 
Pines. Myrick Construction 
Company, Inc. of Star, is the 
contractor of the 1,700 square 
foot addition which will cost ap 
proximately $59,000. 
The starting date is April 7, 

and the construction work is to 
be completed by next October 1. 

The Rev. John D.Bratton is 
pastor of the church, but was ill 
and unable to participate in 
Sunday's ceremonies. 
Substituting for the pastor was 
the Rev. John Caldwell. Eddie 
B. Coleman is chairman of the 
building committee. 

Taking part in the ground 
breaking ceremonies were 
church officials, Jim Mason; 
representing the architect; 
Troy Mayor Roy Maness; and 
David Allen, representing the 
general contractor. .// 

The addition to the present 
church will contain a kitchen, 
library room, children's room, 
pr e-schoot and 
lavatories. 
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Unity ' 
Festival 
"Our goal is to go outside of 

the church to spread unity in 
the community," said the Rev. 
M.H. Russell of Troy's Coving 
ton Baptist Church. H~ was re 
ferring to the upcoming Unity 
Outreach Festival. 
According to Russell, the Uni 

ty Festival is sponsored by the 
church, but is open to the public. 
'We're asking all denomina 

tions and races to come together 
to fellowship in the communi 
ty," he said. Russell emphasized 
the need to overcome boundaries 
that hinder a unified communi 
ty. 
Games and prizes, food and 

refreshments, and gospel enter 
tainment will be provided dur 
ing the festival. 
Educational programs will be 

provided as well. Russell says 
that health, college and career, 
drug awareness and social con 
cerns information will be on dis 
play and discussed during the 

, event. 
"Activities involving stop the 

violence, youth ministries and 
senior citizens will also be made 
available," says Russell. 
Reciting Psalm 1:33, Russell 

says, "Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity." He en 
courages everyone to participate. 
The event will be held at the 

Peabody Community Center on 
May 30, from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 



Pre-Easter 
Revival 
Pl8lllled 

MARCH 31, 1977 

A pre-Easter revival will be 
held at Covington Baptist 
Church in Troy. On Wednesday, 
April 6, at 7:30 p.m. Rev. 
William Simmons and the choir 
of Mt. Zion United Church of 
Christ of Beaver Dam near 
Rockingham will be in charge of 
the service. Thursday, April 7, 
Rev. J.H. Ferguson, pastor of 
Poplar Springs Baptist Church 
of Rockingham, will be the 
speaker with the Junior choir of 
Covington Baptist Church furn 
ishing the music. Rev. Warren 
Parson, pastor of Clarks Grove 
Baptist Church of Wadeville 
and the choir, will be the guests 
for the Friday, April 8, service. 
The pastor, Rev. John D. 

Bratton, invites the public to 
attend. 
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'Black History' 
Month Observed 

BY E. B. COLEMAN 

"A Vision, A Voice and A 
Venture" is the theme of 
Black History Month_ which 
is being observed each Sun 
day afternoon during the 
month of February at Cov 
~gton Missionary Baptist 

- ~hurch in Troy. 

Until recently, the black 
man's role in American 
History was ignored. Heroes 
in most history books are 
white. One has to look hard 
to find black faces in pic 
tures in any books used in 
schools. 

The fact is that black 
Americans helped build this 
nation and are continuing to 
make valuable contributions 
to it's progress. All people 
of all races-all ages-need to 
know of these contributions 
and the roles that minorities 
are playing in this country. 

In the words of Lerone 
Bennett, Jr., senior editor of 
"EBONY" magazine, in an 
article, "Why Black History 
Is Important To You" 
(Published February, 1982) : 
"History is everything,.it is 
everywhere--history is 
knowledge, identity and 
power." 

"Black history is impor 
tant, first of all, because peo 
ple need a sense of history. 
In order to articulate and 
carry through a historical 
act, people must have a 
minimum understanding of 
historical reality. Without a 
complex historical sensibili 
ty informed by a long sweep 
of events, It is impossible to 
make large scale political 
appraisals. 

"History is the scaffold 
upon which personal and 
group identities are con 
structed. It is a living library 
which provides script of role, 
and models to which youth 
can aspire. By telling us who 
we are, history tells us what 
we can do. By telling us 
where we have been, history' 
tells us where we can go." 

Black history observance 
began in organized manner 
in 1926. Carter G. Woodson is 
recognized as the father of it. 
The observance for many 
years lasted only one week, 
the week which included the 
birthdays of Fredrick 
Douglas and Abraham Lin 
coln, two of many 
Americans who wielded a 
profound impact on the lives 
of their countrymen of all 
colors. 
Young people are growing 

up in a changing society. 
Neighbors were once the 
families- that resided in our 
local communities. They 
consisted of one race of peo 
ple who attended the same 
churches and schools. These 
neighbors shared the same 
cultural values and enjoyed 
similar social activities. 
Modern technology and laws 
have brought changes in this 
concept. Children of all 
races, cultural, social and 
economical backgrounds are 
attending , consolidated· 
schools which span several 
communities. They engage 
in educational, athletic, 
cultural and social functions 
together. They need to 
understand each others 
heritage and history in order 
to work together har 
moniously. 

Since history records im 
portant events and per 
sonalities, people need to 
remember the following 
dates: The Emancipation 
Proclamation, 1863;. The 
birthday of Martin - Luther 
King (1929-1968); Afro 
American History Month; 
Founding of the NAACP - 
1909; The Civil Rights Act of 
1883; and The Civil Rights 

Act of 1964. 
The above events are 

listed as examples of many 
events important in 
American history. 
The twentieth century has 

produced many great black 
Americans. Some examples 
are: George W. Carver - 
agricultural chemist; Ralph 
J. Bunche world 
statesman; Benjamin 0. 
Davis - first black general; 
Charles R. Drew - medical 
researcher and surgeon; 
Duke Ellington - composer 
and musician; Edward W. 
Brooke - former senator; 
Jackie Robinson - first black 
major league baseball 
player; Elizabeth D. Koontz 
- educator; Thurgood Mar 
shall - Associate Justice of 
the Supreme Court; and E. 
Sims Campbell - cartoonist 
and artist. 
In this area there are peo 

ple of color ~ho are carving 
their names in the records of 
history. The list includes the 
Honorable Henry L. Frye, a 
native of Ellerbe, and a 
member of the State 
Supreme Court; Dr. otis L. 
Tillman, prominent physi 
cian of High Point, a native 
of Wadesboro; Dr. Mabel 
McLean, President of 
Barber Scotia College, Con 
cord, from Carthage; Dr. 
Kenneth Chambers, physi 
cian and surgeon, and Julius 

- L. Chambers, famous Civil 
Rights Attorney of 
Charlotte, natives of Mt. 
Gilead, where they attended 
the local school. 
All of the thirteen children 

of the William Carter Parker 
family of Mt. Gilead 
graduated from the local 
high schools. Eleven of the 
children are college 
graduates and the other two 
finished Cosmotology 
School. They are now 
business and educational 
leaders throughout the coun 
try. To complete the list 
would require more space 
than can be provided in this 
article. 
Carter G. Woodson, the 

founder of Black History 
said, "U a race has no 
history, if it has no wor 
thwhile tradition, it becomes 
a negligible factor in the 
thoughts of the world, and it 
stands in danger of being ex 
terminated." 
A special program on 

Black History will be 
presented each Sunday 
afternoon during the month 
of February at Covington 
Baptist Chruch. The pro 
grams begin at 3:30 and 
everyone is invited to attend. 



t/lORl<iOtAtRl Rf.-\.D. 
lRO'l, N.C. 

('{\ \ ':>?' b L . 
~£\?._ 30 92 

(n~dication Will show 
'new face' at Covington 
In October, members of_hoyington_ 

Missionarr_B.aptist Church will have 
-alot to celebrate. A ffiree- month 
construction project that saw the en 
tire sanctuary of the church gutted 
and renovated should be completed 
by then. 
The church, which is 105 years old, 

is borne to about 75 people every 
second and fourth Sunday of the 
month. Renovations to the sanctuary 
have been a long time coming, ac 
cording to Eddie Coleman, a spokes 
man for the church. 

to be done within the church," said 
Coleman. "This renovation will cre 
ate a pastor's study, a work room, a 
new baptistry, a dressing room for the 
baptistry,dressingroomsforthechoir, 
a new choir loft and add seating for 50 
more people." 
Ann Long, a member of the 

church's dedication committee, said 
that the members hope to raise enough 
money to carpet the church and pad 
the pews. "That is our intention at this 
time," she said. "Mr§. Grace Kelly is 
in charge of o und-raising and we 

· · area. We 

also saved a great deal before we 
began this project." 
Since the entire sanctuary is gutted, 

the group has been meeting in the 
Sunday school rooms. "We are really 
getting excited about the completion 
of this project," she said. "When it is 
finished, we hope to have a big dedi 
cation and invite the entire county." 
Covington Missionary Baptist was 

initially founded as First Baptist 
Church, but after changing locations 
several times, the name was changed 
and it was built on its currentlocation. WORK IN PROGRESS - Interior of church has been gutted as part of renovation. -------- . --- 
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College 

~tudents 
honored 

CQ__vington Missionary Baptist 
Church m Troy recently recog 
nized and honored nine church 
family members who have cho 
sen to continue their education 
beyond high school. They are: 
Gloria Butler, Yvette Pember 
ton and Maurlin Flowers, Mont 
gomery Community College; 
Tedrina Kelly , Sean Kelly and 
Juan Kelly, University ofNorth 
Carolina at Charlotte; Mark 
Flowers and Javall Shipp, N.C. 
A&T State University, Greens 
boro; Demedria Veerasurla, 
Pfeiffer University. 
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Roper Grove has special 
service for graduates 
On Sunday, June 5, the young adult 

choir, the church family of Roper 
Grove AME Zion Church, and the 
Rev. David L. McLendon honored 
the West Montgomery Class ofl 994. 
The address was given by the Rev. 

Kevin Long of Charlotte, the pastor 
of~tistChurcrunTra.y. 
TWeIVegral;ates attended the ser 

vice. They were: Chauncey Greene, 
Kimberly Thomas, Wallace Morri 
son, Lakesha Greene, Garfield Mar 
lin, Jr., Kimberly Steele, Regina 
Montgomery, Brian Davis, Wayne 
Allsbrook, Delrie Simmons, Eric 
Horne, and Mark Flowers. Five were 
from Roper Grove and the Wadeville 
community. 
_ The graduates all l,,eceived certifi- 

cates and monetary donations to help 
them with their future endeavors. 
Several parents of the graduates also 
attended the service and expressed 
words of wisdom. 
This program was the first of an 

annual recognition service for seniors. 
Several songs were dedicated and a 
special recitation was presented in 
their honor. 
Following the service, refreshments 

were served. The service was coordi 
nated by Miss Martha Greene, Mrs. 
Margaret Chambers, George Greene, 
Mrs. Gen ice Richardson, Ms . .T ose 
phine Greene, and Ms. Doris Henry. 
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In celebration of its annual -Cel 
lege Day, the General Education 
Committee of Covington Mission 
ary Baptist Church will sponsor a 
gospel program on Sunday, April 
14, at 3 p.m. at the church. Various 
groups and choirs will perform. 

~q\ College Day 
to feature 
gospel music 
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Two Deacons hornored by church 
By Tammy Dunn 

Covington Missionary Baptist 
Church in Troy held an apprecia 
tion service Sunday for two of its 
longtime deacons. 
Deacon James McAuley, who 

has served 50 years, and Deacon 
Eddie Pearce, who has served 35 
years, were honored by fellow 
church members, community lead 
ers, family and friends during the 
service entitled "Workmen For 
Christ." 
McAuley, better known as "Mus 

cadine" or "Pops," was born in 

1916 and and is a lifelong resident 
of Montgomery County. He was 
ordained in 1945 and has served 
continuously for 50 years. During 
that time he has also served as 
church clerk, superintendent of 
Sunday school, Sunday school 
teacher and several other leader 
ship roles. During his time on the 
Board of Deacons the church has 
experienced total renovation and 
expansion. 
McAuley is an electrician by 

trade and has worked at several 
youth homes during that time. He 
was one of the participants in the 

first desegregation suit in North 
Carolina. He is married to Rushie 
Calloway McAuley and is the fa 
ther of eight children. 
In paying tribute to McAuley, 

Henry Parker, who worked with 
McAuley at Cameron Morrison 
Training School, noted that "dur 
ing that time McAuley's job was 
not limited to that of an electrician. 
He had a greater mission, fixing 
the lives of our troubled children. It 
is said that a man never stood so tall 
as when he stoops to help a child. 
Muscadine always stood tall in his 
efforts to help redirect the lives of 

HONORED - Covington Missionary Baptist Church honored two of its deacons Sunday, February 12. 
Pictured L-R, James Muscadine McAuley, Rushie McAuley, Reverend Kevin Long, Dorothy Pearce 
and Eddie Pearce. - 

our children." 
Pearce, better known a' the 

Walking Deacon, is a native of 
MecklenburgCounty,bomin 1910. 
and spent much of his early life 
there. After serving in the United 
States Armed Forces during World 
War II, he came to Montgomery 
Countytotakeupresidence. Pearce 
was ordained in 1965 and leaders 
in the church said that "his record 
of service has earned him respect 
and honor. He is the first to arrive 
at church for Sunday school and he 
believes that Christian service be 
gins after worship service on Sun 
day." 

Pearce is also known for his 
work with the sick in the commu 
nity. Although Pearce and his wife 
Dorothy Chappell have no biolog 
ical children, they have raised 11 
children throughout the years. 
Pearce is a 32nd degree Mason, 
member of the Royal Arch and a 
member of the local lodge. 
Special music was provided by 

the Holley Grove Baptist Church 
Men's Choir with a special musi 
cal tribute from Germaine McAu 
ley. Old hymns such as "At The 
Cross" and "Old Time Religion" 
were led by the congregation. 
The service was led by the Rev. 

Kevin Long, pastor of Covington 
Missionary Baptist Church, with 
the message being delivered by the 
Rev. Michael Issacs, pastor of 
Holley Grove Baptist Church. Is 
sacs broughtamessageabout "gen 
uine religion" and spoke about what 
it took for these two men to serve 
the long number of years as ser 
vants to the Lord. Issacs stated it 
takes commitment and "genuine Among speakers were McAu- 
religion." leys daughter, Vivian McAuley 
Several community leaders, tam- Cook. ,- 

ily and friends gave tributes to the 
two deacons, sharing stories about 
how they had touched the lives of 
so many individuals, had been in 
spirations to others, and had al 
ways been a friend to those in need 
as wellasarolemodel in the church 
and community. 
Presentation of a gift from the 

church to the two deacons was con 
.ducted by Deacon Grace Kelley 
and Rev. Long. 


