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$500 gift, former slave got 
Davisville Baptist started 
In 1902, a small group of people 

met in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Adams. It was there that 
Davisville Baptist was established 
-in the hearts and minds of a few 
Christian people as they talked of 
what it would be to have a place to 
worship God. 

When the group met in the 
Adams home, Rev. Ceasor Allison, 
a former slave, met with them to 
help plan the building of the 
church. 
In 1906, Mrs. Mary Davis, a 

white friend, gave the first $500 
toward building the church. The 
group promised Mrs. Davis that 
the church would be called 
Davisville. 

The land was purchased from 
Mrs. Mary Davis, a lot adjoining 
her own home and later traded for 
the spot now owned. Some of the 
other white friends who made 
contributions were Mrs. Daisy 
Houpe Murdock and Mr. Tilroy 
Johnson who gave a tree that had . 
been struck by lightning. These 
gifts were gratefully appreciated 
and received by Deacon and Sister 
Gertale Bruner who, along with 
others, worked very hard getting 
money and materials to build the 
church. 

This took many months before 
a church could be built so the 
believers continued to meet in the 
home of Deacon and Sister 
Adams. Deacon John Adams and 
sister Philis Adams were the par 
ents of Sister Darena Adams 
Smith, who is still an active 
church member. 

It was a glorious occasion on 
Oct. 9, 1906, when the group was 
able to hold the first service in 
their small wooden church. 

As the small congregation 
assembled that first Sunday morn 
ing, the adults sat on stools made 
by nailing boards to short round 
logs, the children sat on the floor. 
This was truly a time of renewed 
hope and thanksgiving to God as 
their beloved pastor, Rev. Ceasor 

ison, preached the first sermon 
in t ew church. Mrs. Sally 

Bell Watts Stevenson was one of 
the children who sat on the floor 
that Sunday morning. 

Her children are Rev. Rodney 
Stevenson, Mrs. Maggie Steven 
son Turner, Mrs. Virginia Steven 
son Lazenby, Mrs. Ozella Steven 
son Tucker and Walter Stevenson. 

The first Deacons were Gertale 
Bruner, Harriston Daniels, Rufus 
Johnson, Henry Smith, Amos 
Summers, Tom and John Adams. 

After Mr. Allison, other minis 
ters have been Rev. Brewer, Rev. 
Lee Ramseur, Rev. Butler, Rev. 
Rice, Rev. Lockhart, Rev. Lynch, 
Rev. Lackey, Rev. J.W. Caldwell, 
Rev. Graham, Rev. Roseboro, Rev. 
O.A. Caldwell, Rev. McCaskill and 
Rev. E.T. Lee, who passed away 
November 1996. 

The church is without a pastor 
at this time. Rev. Graham is the 
father of Mrs. Vivian Graham 

White and others. The church 
now has six generations in the 
Davis family and the fifth genera 
tions in the Kimbrough, the 
Stevenson, and Mcintosh families 
attending Davisville Church. 

The church realized that they 
needed parking space and burying 
ground. 

Sister Alberta Davis had been 
asking God to show the congrega 
tion a place that was available and 
that the church could afford and 
that would be near the present 
location. She noticed a parcel of 
land just a little farther north of 
Highway 21. The land belonged to 
Mrs. Price and her husband. The 
Prices and their son told the 
church that they could purchase 
the four acres and two houses for 
the price of $65,000. 

In 1985, the property was pur 
chased by Davisville Baptist 
Church. 
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