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FEB-796 

Took up over 8,000 pennies . 
Shown are the Children's Choir of Dawson offering goal. The Penny Drive ended with a 
Ba tist Church. They took up over 8,000 "Pennies Party" to roll the pennies that were 
pennies to help children served by Baptist collected. The church sends many thanks to the 
Children's Homes of North Carolina. The kids local businesses who helped with the drive and 
made labels to fit soda cans, jars, buckets, etc. for especially BB&T, who received all the pennies. 
use to collect $156,52 and help BCH reach their 
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TIMES NEWS 
BURUNGTON, N. C 

D-30,000 

· Terry Prichard 

Burlington man 
is ordained 
Terry Lynn Prichard, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. David Prichard of 2806 
Alamance Rd., Burlington was 
ordained to the gospel ministry 
Sept. 9 at the First Baptist 
Church of Alamance. 
Prichard is a graduate of 

Southern Alamance High School 
and East Carolina University. He 
is currently enrolled at South 
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Wake Forst. 

He is married to Pamela Beck 
om Prichard, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. O.T. Beckom of Burlington, 
and serves as pastor ot12..a..:,y.son. 
B<y!1ist.Chu.rc-h nearSCOfland 
eek. - 
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equip and encourage believers, 
and lead in meaningful worship 
experiences. 

The Deacons are: Horace 
Casper (Chairman), J. E. White, 
Jim Winfree, Jason Edwards, 
Joe Johnson, Jimmy Simmons, 
and Tony Hale. 

The Building Committee 
consists of: Joe Johnson 
(Chairman), Cheryl Casper, 
Undine Barnhill, Troy 
Fulkerson, Jimmy Braddy, 
Tony Hale and Rev. Hilton 
Jeffreys. 

Ground For Expansion Project 
SCOTLAND NECK - The 

members and friends of 
Dawson Baptist Church are 
very excited to begin the con 
struction of a new adjoining 
Sunday School building and 
fellowship hall. 

The groundbreaking cere 
mony on Sunday, March 16th, 
2003, is indicative of the needs 
the church is experiencing. 

Deacons, Building 
Committee members and Rev. 
Jeffreys broke ground and chil 
dren of the Church released bal 
loons with the allowing mes 
sage: 

"We have good news! Jesus 
loves you! Seek Him for the 
answers to life's problems. 

Dawson Baptist Church, 
Scotland Neck, NC 
(Groundbreaking service 
March 16, 2003) - (child's 
name)." 

Dawson Baptist Church's 
pastor, Rev. Hilton Jeffreys, in 
his service to the Lord, has led 
the Church with ever-increas 
ing membership and visitors. 
Church members are thrilled to 
have this need and praising God 
for the growth that is necessitat 
ing the expansion project. 

Dawson Church families 
moved i ito .the pres nt san ·tu 
ary in 1954 and have really 
enjoyed their foresight in build 
ing this nice facility. The 
Church is now continuing the 

process of creating adequate 
facilities for children and 
adults. 

The members at Dawson 
Baptist Church are thankful for 
the way funds have increased 
the building fund and realized 
the tremendous value more 
space will allow the opportuni 
ty to minister to more people to 
the Glory of God and our 
Savior the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Everyone is encouraged and 
welcome to come and worship 
on Sundays and Wednesday 
nights, and also to join in the 
effo more - ace 
for the advancement of God's 
Kingdom. 

Dawson Baptist Church is 
dedicated to reach unbelievers, 

Pictured at right: Rev. 
bilton Jeffreys and his wife, 
Amy, along with their daughter; 
joined Deacons and Building 
Committee members (below) 
during Sunday's groundbreak- 

Existing Building 

Photos by Joe Holliday 
At left: Children of Dawson Baptist Church released balloons during the 
groundbreaking ceremony. Each balloon contained a message from the 
church. 



Cooleemee Native Directs 
Chapel Choir Of Alabama 

The Chapel Choir Jrom 
Dawson Memorial Baptist 
Church in Birmingham, 
Alabama, under the direction 
of Cooleemee native Marvin 
Spry, will present a concert of 
sacred music. at _ the ~t 
Ba ist hu · on- 

m on Friday evening, 
arc 18 at 7:30 p.m. 
The 89 senior high school 

students are on an eight-day 
tour through eight states 
along with their director 
Marvin Spry who has served 
as Minister of Music at the 
Birmingham church for the 
past 14 years.· 
Mr. Spry, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. G.H. Spry, Sr. of 65 Watt 
Street, Cooleemee, graduated 
from Peabody College in 
Nashville, Tennessee where 
he earned his Masters Degree 
in music and voice. He also 
served as Choir Director of 
the First Baptist Church, 
Cooleemee during the sum 
mer months while attending 
college. 
Featured in the concert will 

be the Chapel Bell Ringers, a 
'group of 12, and the Chapel 
Ensemble, a select vocal 

group of 20. The ensemble 
will present a program of 
fellowship music following the 
sacred concert. 
The public is invited to 

attend at no charge, 

avie o. 
terprlse-Rec 

Monroe: Enquirer-JOurnal 
Mooresville Tribune 
Morehead City: Carteret Co. 

News-Times 
Mount Airy News 
Mount Airy Times 
Mount Holly News 
Mount Olive Tribune 
Murfreesboro: Roanoke-Chowan 

News-Herald 
Murphy: Cherokee Scout 
Nashville Graphic 
Newland: Avery Journal 
Newton: Observer-News-Enterprise 
North Wilksboro: Journal-Patriot 
Oxford Ledger 

MAR i/O 1977 



{J)edication Celebration 
Jlpri[ 10, 2005 

<Drawing 6y Larry <Bamfzi[{ 

Dawson (Baptist Cliurcli 
9 77 5 Thirteen (}3ricfges (j\(Jacf 

r£nfie{cf, :NC 27823 
(252} 826-5272 

<Pastor q. Hilton Jeffreys 



(}ooa '.Morning and 'We{come to 
Dawson (}3aptist Cli.urcli. 's Dedication Cefe6ration 

Jlpri[ 10, 2005 

"rFor the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall 6ring the 
offering of the grain, of the new wine and the oil to the storerooms where the 
articles of the sanctuary are, where the priests who minister and the 
gatek,fepers and the singers are; and we wi{{ not ne9fect tli.e li.ouse of our (}od." 
(:Nehemiah 10:39) 

(J're[ucfe (}eneva <B. }lsh{ey,pianist 
Whitevi[Ce, JV. C. 

Hande! 
<Beethoven 
Peschner 

"Largo" 
"<]Cory of <;;ocf in Nature" 
"Jl[[ (]Cory, Laud and Honor" 

'We{come d Statement of <Purpose q. Hiiton Jeffreys, Pastor 

Invocation 'Undine Wee~ <Barnhi[[ 

(J'raise in Song 

"This is the (l)ay" )fothor unftnown, arranged 
'.M. 'Evans 

'This is the clay, <This is the clay that the Lord has made, <That the 
Lord has made, 

We wi[[ rejoice, we wi[[ rejoice and 6e gCacf in it, and 6e gCacf in it. 
<This is the clay that the Lord has made, we wi[[ rejoice and. 6e gCacf 
in it; 

<This is the clay, this is the clay that the Lord has made. 

"J 'Wi{{P.nterJfis (}ates" }luthor unknoum, arranged 
'.M. Evans 

I wi{[ enter His gates with than~giving in my heart, I wi[[ enter 
His courts with praise, 

I wi[[ say this is the clay that the Lord has made, I wi[[ rejoice for 
J{e has made me g [ad. 

He has made me gCacf, Jfe has made me gCacf, I wi[[ rejoice for He 
has made me g Cad. 

J{e has made me gCacf, J{e has made me gCacf, I wi[[ rejoice for He 
has made me g Cad. 

<R§sponsive <R§atfing 

Leader: How amiable are thy tabernacles. 0 Lord of Hosts! Except the 
Lord build. the house, they labor in vain who build it. 

Congregation: (}3fess the Lord, Oli. my sou~ ana a[{ tli.at is witli.in me, 6fess 
J{is li.o{y name. 

Leader: r[o the gCory of (]ocf the <Father, who has ca[[ec[ us 6y J{is grace; 
<;;ocf the Son, who Coved us and gave himself for us; (]ocf the Jfo[y Spirit, 
who i[[umines and strengthens us. 

Congregation: 'We cfeaicate tli.is nouse to Jfim. 

Leader: <For the comfort of a[[ who mourn, for strength to those who are 
tempted, for fight to those wno see the way, 

Congregation: 'We aedicate tnis li.ouse to Jfim. 

Leader: <For the ha[Cowing of fami{y [ife, for teaching and guiding the 
young, for the ey;J;ension of the k.]'ngtfom of(} otf to the ends of the earth, 

Congregation: We aedicate tli.is li.ouse to Jfim. 



Leader: 1For tfie conversion of sinners, for tfie promotion of rigfiteousness, 
for tfie extension of tfie k.jngcfom of qocf to tfie ends of tfie earth, 
Congregation: 'We dedicate this house to Him. 

Leader: In tlie unity of faitfi, in tlie botui of Christian brotherhood, in Iove l 
and. goocfwi[[ to all, 

Congregation: 'We dedicate this house to Him. 

Leader: Jn gratitude for tfie Iabors of all wfio Iove and serve tliis church, in 
foving remembrance of a[[ tfiose wlio have finished tfieir labors, in hope of 
eternai [ife tfirougli Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Congregation: 'We dedicate this house to Him. 

)f.ff: )f.s members of the 6ocfy of Christ, grateful for our heritage, and 
sensi6[e of our responsibility, we now dedicate ourseloes to tfie tfirougfi to 
tfie worship and' service of )f.[mi[Jfity qocf in tfiis 6uifding and' in tfie worid, 
tfirougfz Jesus Cfirist our Lord. 'We dedicate our bodies to His service, the 
cfwe[(ing places of His Spirit. )f.!M<EN. 

!Message in !Music from tfie CfiiUfren Jlpri[Warren, leader 

Sifer ct!, 'Mandevi[[e "fesus Loves 'Me" 

Specia[ 1?.§cognitions 

1?.§mar#..§ from <Fonner Pastors of Dawson <Baptist Cfiurcfi 

<Dr. Cferry L. <Pricfiarcf, 1984-1986 
<Pastor of Eastlaum <Baptist Cfiurcfi in <Burfington, N. C. 

~v. Tim IJ?s)gers, 1990-1993 
<Pastor of 'Victory <Baptist Cfiurcfi in )f.slie6oro, '}(. C. 

!Medky of Jfymns 

"fJTie Cnurcfi in tfie 'WiUfwooa" <Dr. Wi[[iam S. <Pitts 

1. 'Tfiere's a cliurcfi in tlie va[fey 6y tfie wiUwoocf, 'No fovefier 
spot in tfie cfafe; 

'No pface is so cfear to my cfii[c{fiooa }ls tlie fitt{e Grown cfiurcfi 
in tfie vafe. 

2. 

(Cfiorus) Ofi come, come, come, come, 
Come to tfie church in the wiUwoocf, Ofi come to tfie cfiurcfi in tfie 

vafe; 
'No pface is so clear to my chiUfiooa }ls tfie Eittfe 6rown cfiurch in 

the vafe. 

Jfow sweet on a cfear Sa66atfi morning, <Io [ist to tfie dear 
n·nging 6efl 

Its tones so sweet[y are ca[[ing, Ofi come to tfie cfiurcfi in tfie vafe. 

(~peat Cfiorus) 

"<Faitfi of Our <Fatfiers" <Fa6er, 'Music: Jfemi 

<Faitfi of our <Fatfiers! Living sti[[ Jn spite of aungeon, fire, ancf sword, 0 
fiow our fiearts 6eat fiigfi witfi joy Wfien-e 'er we fiear tfiat gforious worcf! 
<Faitfi of our fatfiers, fio[y faitfi! We wi[[ 6e true to tfiee ti[[ cfeatfi! 

"1.lle Sofuf (}@ck',' 'Mote, 'Music: <Bracf6ury 

) 
) 

'My nope is 6uift on notfiing fess 'Tfian Jesus' 6foocf ancf 
ng fiteousness; 

I cfare not trust the sweetest frame, <But wfio[[y fean on Jesus' 
name. 

On Cfirist, tfie sofi.cf <Rgc~ I stancf; }1[[ otlier grouncf is sink_jng 
sancf 

)1[[ otfier grouncf is sink,jng sand'. 



"'Tlie Cnurcfi. 's One Foundation" Invitation 

"I Surrender }l.U'' 
Words:Stone, :Music:Wesfey 

i])eo/enter, :Music: Weeden The cfiurcfi 's one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
Sfie is His new creation, <By Spirit and the Word: 
Prom heau'n He came and sougfit her To 6e His fio(y bride, 
Witfi His own 6fuodJfe 6ougfit her, Jl_nd for her [ife He died. 

(£feet from every nation, <Yet one o'er a[[ the eartfi, 
Her cfiarter of salvation, One Lord, one faitfi, one birth; 
One fio(y name she blesses, Partaf?.!s one fio(y food, 
Jl_nd to one hope she presses, Witfi ev'ry grace endued. 

':Mid toil and tribulation, Jl_nd tumult of her war, 
Sfie waits the consummation Of peace forevermore. 
Ti[[ witfi the vision qlorious, Her funging eyes are blest, 
Jl_nd the great churcli victorious Sha[[ 6e the churcli at rest. 

1. JI_[[ to Jesus I surrender, JI_[[ to Him I free(y give; 
I wi[[ ever Iove and trust Him, In His presence dai(y five. 

Chorus: I surrender all, I surrender all; 
JI_[[ to 'Ihee, my 6fessed Savior, I surrender a[{ 

2. JI_[[ to Jesus I surrender, :Maf?.! me, Savior, wfio{(y 'Thine; 
Let me feet 'Ihy Jfo(y Spirit, 'T ru(y k,now that Thou art mine. 

Cfiorus 

3. JI_[[ to Jesus I surrender, Lord, I give myself to Thee; 
Pi[[ me witfi 'Ihy fuve and power, Let Thy 6fessingfa[[ on me. 

Cfiorus Worsnip in rritnes e1, Offerings Judy <[. Jf afe, Pianist 
Jl_my W. Jeffreys, Pfuutist 

L. <;;oss/J{.S.Livingston, Jr. 
Jl_nnouncements e1, <Praise 

"Cornerstone" 
<Benediction 

(J)ox:pfogy 
(JJost[utfe <;;eneva <B. Jl_sfifey, organist 

Judy <[. Jfafe, pianist 

Cros6y, :Music: i])oane 

:Message in :Music i])awson Cfioir 
Lifu <B. Jfafe, director 
Judy <[. Jfafe, pianist 

":My 'Tn'6ute" witfi "'I'o <}od<Be tfie <;;fury!" arr. 6y <[. Pettf?.! 

"'I'o qod<Be tfie <;;fury" 

Pfease join us in tne new Peffowsfiip Jfa{[ for [uncfi. <Pick,up a :Memories 
anl 'I'estimoniafs 6ook,fet 6y tfie entrances to tfie Sanctuary anl Peffuwsfiip 
Jfa[{ 'Visitors anl:Mem6ers, pfease maf?.! sure you sign tfie quest 6ook,fucatel 
6y tfie entrances to the Sanctuary ani Peffuwsfiip Jfa[{. 

i])awson <Baptist Cfiurcfi would fiR.§ to e;q;ress our sincerest gratitude to 
a{[ wfio fiave contri6utel 6y praying, pfunning, 6uiU!ing, fie(ping, anl giving in 
order to maf?.! tfie new adcfition possi6fe. We pray tfiat <]od wi[[ 6e gfurijiel in 
tliis pfuce anl it wi[[ to 6e usel as a too[ for Jfis wor~ 

Pina[ Cli.affenge Pastor q. Jfifton Jeffreys 





iMemories ~ Testimonials 
<Dawson <Baptist Cfiurcfi 

9775 Thirteen <Bridges !J?.paa 
CEnfieU, :NC 27823 
(252} 826-5272 

Pastor C. Hiiton Jeffreys 

(J)rawing 6y Larry <Bamfzi[[ 

Our Vision at Dawson Baptist Cli.urcli. is to reacli. unbelievers, equip 
anti encourage believers, anti t:eatf in meaningful worsli.ip 

experiences! 



How do I receive Eternal Life? 

(Admitting, Believing, Conunitting) 

I. WHAT'S THE PROBLEM? 

Man has a natural desire to BE BOSS and ignore God's plan for living. The Bible calls 
this attitude SIN. 
Jfwe claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. (I 
John 1:8) 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) 

II. WHAT'S THE SOLUTION? 

God says in order to go to Heaven, you must be born again. 
In John 3:7,Jesus said to Nicodemus," You must be born again." 
Because you are a sinner, you are condemned to die. 
"The payment of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). 
This includes eternal separation from God in Hell. "It is appointed to men once to 
die, but after this the judgment" (Hebrews 9:27). 
But God loved you so much he gave his only begotten Son,Jesus, to bear your sin and 
die in your place. "For he has made Jesus, who knew no sin, to be sin for us ... that 
we might be declared righteous of God in him" (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
Jesus had to shed his blood and die. "For the life of the flesh is in the blood" 
(Leviticus 17:11) " .. .without shedding of blood is no remission [pardon]" 
(Hebrews 9:22). 
"But God commended his love toward us, in that, while we were sinners, Christ 
died for us" (Romans 5:8). 
Although we cannot understand how, God said my sins and your sins were laid upon 
Jesus and he died in our place. He became our substitute. It is true. God cannot lie. My 
friend, "God ... now commands everyone every where to repent" (Acts 17:30). 

III. WHAT DOES GOD WANT ME TO DO? 

"For whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved" (Romans 10:13). 
In Luke 18:13, a sinner prayed: "God be merciful to me a sinner." 
Just pray: 
"Oh, God, I know I am a sinner. I believe Jesus was my substitute when he died 
on the cross. I believe his shed blood, death, burial, and resurrection were for me. 
I now receive him as my Savior. I thank you for the forgiveness of my sins, the gift 
of salvation and everlasting life, because of your merciful grace. In His 
Name ... Amen." 



The History of Dawson Baptist Church 
1880-2005 

Before a physical structure was built, Dawson Baptist Church members 
met in an old cotton gin house located across the road from the present church 
site. Sunday School had been held prior to this time in an old doctor's office 
building at the Powell place. 

The following is an excerpt from the minutes of Conoconara Church at 
Crowells Cross Roads. It contains information about people who played a 
major role in the formation of a church at Dawson Crossroads. 

Conference met S aturdqy before the 3'd Sabbath in August 18 7 4 and opened with 
prqyer ry Elder Dunn. Door opened for admission of members, none presented 
Brother Powell reported that he had seen one of the members, Sister L A. Hams, who 
had been absent from coeference far a long while. She was present today. On motion of 
Brother Powell, delegates were appointed to the association. Brethren O.C Stallings, 
I.R Pope and E. Powell agreed that we send ry them $3.00 to the association fund 
Bro. A. l\1cDowell and R Van being present were invited to sit with us in conference. 
On motion, conference adjourned with prayer ry Elder McDowelL Elder Van 
preached todqy and Elder McDowell on Sabbath to a large congregation. 

On September 23, 1880, Mr. and Mrs. T.K. Harris sold a half acre of land 
for one dollar to O.C. Stallings, E.P. Powell, and Noah Biggs. These men 
became the first trustees of the land for a "Church at Dawson's Crossroads." Noah 
Biggs is also mentioned later in other 1880 documents as realizing the need for 
a railroad in the area and making "liberal contributions in order to induce the &ilroad 
Compa'!J to buzld the road' from Weldon to Scotland Neck. 

The following section contains a copy of the deed in which that 
transaction took place. Take special note to the final paragraph where it is 
made clear that the wife, Louisa, was not forced into the selling of the land! 

'Ihe :Missionary <Baptist Denomination of Christians propose buildinq a church. at or near 
Dawson. 's X <J(oaas to 6e k,nown as the "Church. at Dawson 's X <R..,oaas" anti'T.'K., 'Harris desires 
to give to the fo(fowing as hereinafter named' trustees one half acre of (anti upon which. to 6uiU 
a church. Therejore this deed made this zs« aay of September 1880 6y the saitf'T.'K., Harris anti 
wife Louisa for anti in considera tion of the premises anti the sum of one dollar, the receipt 
whereof is h.ere6y ack]ww(eaged, have 6argained, sold, aliened anti conveyed anti 6y these 
presents, do 6argain, sel] anti convey unto the said' 0. C. Sta(fings, 'E. P. Powe ff anti 'Noah. <Biggs, 
their (ega((y elected' anti appointed successors forever the fo(fowi1lfj described pared {yi11fj on the 
north. side of the Enfieid' road near Dau/son 's X <J(oatfs, to wit: IJ3eginni1lfJ at a chopped oak, 
tree on the said Enfield. road a short distance from Dau/sons X IR..paas, thence a parallel fine 
with. the Jfa(ifaJC road fifty yards, thence a para((e( fine with. <EnfieU road fifty yards, thence 
in a parallel fine with. the first fifty yaras to th.e <EnfieU road, th..ence aown the roaa fifty yaras 
to th.e 6eginning containing one fiafj acre, more or (ess. 'To Fi.ave anti to h.oU the saitf (and, with. 
a(( muf singufar, tfie h.ererfitaments thereunto the saitf 0. C. Sta((ings, <E. P. Powe ff anti 'Noah. 
<Biggs tfiezr (ega((y appointea ana erectea successors forever upon th.is specia( trust anti 
confirlence however: rrfie saitf trustees are to fioU for the e::{dusive 6enefits of the :Missionary 
<Baptist Church. at i])awsons X IR..paas, so tfzat th.e congregation of saitf congregation may li.§ep 
up the cfiurcfi at saitf pface anti afterwaras to such. purposes anti uses as the saitf society of 
Cfiri.stians sfia(( see fit to aecficate it, anti th.e sairf trustees at any time wfienever th..ey are ca((ec{ 
upon, are to convey sairf (anti to wfiomsoever the sairf church. may wish. to convey it, in witness 
wfiereof th.e sairf 'T.'K., Jfarris, ana fiis W1fe Louisa fiave hereunto set their h.antis aruf sea(s th.is 
tfie aay of the rfate a6ove written. 
Witness 
C.}1-. Camp 
!J()l..· Pittman 
State of 'North. Carofirza- County of Jfa (ifaJC 
IJ3ejore we persona((y appearer! th.e a6011e namea 'T.'K., Jfarris anti W1fe Louisa anti 
ack]ww(ecfgerf th.e aue eJ\fCUtion of the foregoing aeetf, anti the saitf Louisa 6ei1lfj 6y me 
pn·vate(y eJ\flmined, separate anrf apart from her sairf h.us6anti touching Fi.er free anti vo{untary 
ezycution of the same aoth.. state tfiat sh..e signea th..e same free[y anti vo{untari(y with.out fear or 
compufuon of Fi.er saitf fius6anti or any otfierperson anti sairf tfiat she aoth. sti(( vo(untari(y 
assert tfiereto, witness my fianti muf sea( th.is 23n1 aay of Septem6er 1880. 

<E.P. Powe(( J.P. (Sea() 

'T.'K., Jfarris (Sea() 
L.}l. Jfarris (Sea() 

State of 'North. Carofirza in the Superior Court 
Jfa(ifaJC County :Marcfi JO'" 1881 

77ie foregoing certificate of<£. P. Powe(( a Justice of tfie Peace of Jfa(ifaJC County is adjuagea t 
6e correct anrf sufficient. Let tfie same with. th..e certificate 6e registered. <J<§ceivea rt!, recoraerf 
wr. :March. of 1881. 
<JU. Lewis, (j(i]). John 'T. (}regory 

Superior Court C(erk_ rt!, Pro6ate Juage 



Along with Thad Vaughn, O.C. Stallings conceived the idea of building a 
church on this land. There was also mention of these people in the minutes of 
Conoconnara Church when they held a "Special Conference" on November 3, 
1881. Letters of "dismission" were granted to Brothers Dr. O.C. Stallings, B.C. 
Dunn, and C.A. Williams and Sisters Emma Cotton, Mollie Powell, J. Powell, 
Ella Gregory, Rosa P. Dunn, Sallie Stallings, and Hettie Bryant- for the purpose 
of organizing a church at Dawson Crossroads. These nine individuals are 
considered the charter members, and the first record of church conference of 
the Dawson Missionary Baptist Church was held November 17, 1881 with R.E. 
Peele as moderator and B.C. Dunn as clerk. 

Some very interesting information appears in a Memoriam for Dr. O.C. 
Stallings written in 1914 by the first known "pastor" of Dawson Baptist 
church, Robert E. Peele. "For thirty-seven years I know known the Doctor, and to 
know him was to love him. For several years I was his pastor and was frequent/y in his 
home where I alwqys found him to be the same gentle, modest, devoted and sincere friend and 
brother. His was an ideal home. As husband,father and neighbor he was held in the 
highest esteem. No one ever doubted his honesty or integnry." Peele goes on to say that 
Stallings was born in 1845 in Franklin County, N.C. and professed faith in 
Christ when he was 19 years old. He volunteered in the Confederate Service in 
1861. After the war, he taught and went to school alternately, finally 
graduating from the Maryland University School of Medicine. He came to 
Halifax County about 1870 in order to practice medicine. Dr. 0.C. Stallings 
and his wife, Sallie M. Powell joined Conoconnara Baptist Church. 

In the Memorium, Peele goes on to say, "I met him frequent!J in his home, at 
church and in the prqyer meetings. It was at these prayer meetings that the Doctor saw the 
need ef a church at Dawson's, and under his leadership the church was organized. With his 
own left hand (having lost his nght arm at Cold Harbor) he saued the lumber for the 
construction cf the church buzfding. He and his good wife were charter members ef this church 
and were never absent from its services unless providential!J hindered." 

Peele mentions that he held protracted meetings occasionally at Dawson's 
for thirty years and says that Stallings ''felt that his best wqy to serve God and bis 
fellow man was to devote himse!f intense!J to the building ef the kingdom of God in his own 
neighborhood He rejoiced in the progress of the gospel to the utmost parts ef the earth, but 
felt that bis main responsibzliry was for those among whom he lived" Dr. Stallings 
fulfilled this mission by cutting, sawing, and donating the ]umber to build the 
first church. 

In 1882, under the pastorate of Mr. Hopkins, the church was received 
into the Tar River Association. 

One of the oldest traditions of the church was the Oyster Supper, which 
was held on Thanksgiving night. The first supper took place in 1885. When 
the it was first organized, the Oyster Supper was held in the church member's 
homes. 100 Years of Memories records that in 1906, "An oyster supper is 
scheduled to be held at Mr. LE. Deberry's at Dawson's Cross Roads, Thanksgiving night, 
November 29,for the benefit ef the Baptist Orphanage at Thomasville. The public is 
cordial/y invited Note: Net profit was found to be $32.58." Later the event moved to 
the new Dawson's high school building and finally the church Fellowship Hall. 
The first proceeds went to the Thomasville Orphanage and later were divided 
between the Orphanage (1/3) and Hamilton Home (2/3). Many people looked 
forward to the supper and considered it a sort of reunion and homecoming. 
Unfortunately, the Oyster Suppers stopped in the early 1980's when it was 
difficult to get the oysters due to the Red Tide. 

On May 6, 1908, the 100 Years of Memories book mentions an interesting 
service held at the church. "There was very large attendance at Dawson Church Sundqy 
afternoon. We had two good temperance speeches. Reverend D.E. Vipperman introduced 
Mr. Albion Dunn of Scotland Neck, and Mr. Bradford Cook, if Tillery. We were glad to 
see so JJJa'!}' ef our Scotland Neck friends here. The crowd seemed to be divided as to 
prohibition." 

In "A Century of Service" by Undine Barnhill, she states that "In the ear!J 
days ef the church, it was considered the proper thingfor a spintual committee 'to wait on the 
delinquent members' (pqy the members a oisit}. The most frequent charges were drinking,, 
gambling,, dancing,, disorder!J conduct, and non-attendance. Members were excluded from the 
church for a period of time for this latter charge as often as mry other charge. At this time the 
church was considered the center of the commumry and church members carried much influence 
and ef necessiry should live a more circumspect life." 

Mr. and Mrs. W.J. Partin gave the land adjacent to the original church 
property for the sum of ninety-five dollars on March 27, 1911. The trustees for 
this gift were Noah Biggs, O.C. Stallings, E.P. Powell, Balfour Dunn, and 
Walter Barnes. 

In 1917, four Sunday School rooms were added to the original church, 
two on either side of the building. Again, Dr. O.C. Stallings donated and 
sawed the rough lumber while different members had it cut in the woods. 
Members also built the rooms with the help of only one carpenter. 



J .T. Kirk became the pastor in April 1925 and continued serving at 
Dawson Baptist Church for over ten years. To this date, he holds the longest 
pastorate in the history of the church. What makes that record even more 
significant is that this was a time of great financial strain (The Great 
Depression), and the church was not able to pay Mr. Kirk but a minimal salary. 
Many times it was only enough to pay his gas bill to come from Halifax to 
Dawson to preach. During this time, Dawson was also in the church field with 
Halifax and Tillery. Mr. Kirk organized a B.Y.P.U. (Baptist Young People's 
Union) which brought many new young people to the church. 

Also in these early years of the church, there was a one or two week 
revival held usually beginning in the fourth week of August and closing with 
Homecoming the following Sunday. These protracted meetings took place just 
before school started in the fall. 

In 1925, a Kohler light plant was bought by the church and Dawson 
School. This plant was used until 1936 when Aladdin lamps were purchased. 
In 1939, the first REA (Roanoke Electric Association) line came through the 
community. 

On May 16, 1929, a "Short Biography of the Town of Dawson's' appears in 
Alfred Cooke's book, 100 Years of Memories. 

Our thn.ving village which we will sqy is four miles Jong and perhaps two mzles wide, 
or in other words, just a wzde place in the highwqy which wzli take you direct!J to 
Scotland Neck, Enfield, Halifax and other leading towns. Dawson's consists of two 
churches, with Reverend]. T. Kirk, of Halifax pastor of Dawson Baptis: Church and 
Eider D.A. Windham of Greenville of Free Will Baptist. Each church has an 
interesting S undqy S chooL 

We have five general merchandise and grocery stores and filling stations where our 
people, visitors and travelers are given prompt, efficient service. These are owned f?y 
Hancock Brothers, G.L Hancock store, Hancock and DeBerry, CW Cotton and 
Son, and lvl.qy Partin. A new gin is now under construction f?y Mr. N.L Stedman of 
Halifax and Mr. M. W Perry of Dawson's. Also a lumber plant is operated qy Mr. 
Surry Dunn of Scotland Neck. Our farmers are wz·de-awake and progressive. 

There is another mention of Dawson Baptist Church in Cooke's 100 
Years of Memories. On August 21, 1936, it describes a lawn party given at the 
home of Mrs. Douglas Lawrence for the Junior Sunday School Class. The 
party was held at 7:30 with many games and contests and even "delicious' ice 
cream and cake. The winners of the contests were Marjorie Twisdale and 

James Weeks. Others that attended included Anna Locke Frances Bobbitt 
' ' Marjorie Lawrence, Mary Lou Lawrence, Helen Lewis, Ann Douglas Lawrence, 

Cecil Waldon, Marvin Moore, "Doc" Barnhill, Kenneth Twisdale, Tom Moore, 
Wallace Twisdale, and Doris Lewis. 

C.E. Crawford became pastor of the church in 1937 and served for seven 
years. At this time, Dawson Church was in a field with Hobgood and Halifax 
churches. The Harvest Day Sale and Daily Vacation Bible School began during 
his tenure. 

Grady Haynes came as pastor after Mr. Crawford. Many members fondly 
remember the youth choir that his wife organized and directed. 

C.A. Kreamer pastored next, serving Dawson, Antioch, and Halifax 
churches. There was some discussion of remodeling the Old Church during 
this time, but no decision was made until the pastorate of Yates Campbell in 
1954. The church body decided to build a new church instead of remodeling 
the original building. A goal of $10,000 was raised before the construction 
began. 

A groundbreaking ceremony too place on the second Sunday in May 
1956, and the construction began the following week. Pastor Yates Campbell, 
former pastor C.A. Kreamer, and Mrs. L.H. Kitchen (Chairman of the Baptist 
Builders Club of North Roanoke Association) participated in the ceremony. 
Miss Lelia Weeks, the oldest member of the church, turned the first shovel of 
dirt. The Old Church was moved to the edge of the property and continues to 
be used regularly by the church. Formal dedication of the new sanctuary was 
held on October 28, 1956. Dr. M.A. Huggins preached the dedicatory sermon, 
and special music was provided by the Dawson and Halifax Church Choirs. 

The new brick sanctuary contained an oil furnace for heating and air 
conditioning was installed in 1965. 

On February 25, 1962 a special service was held to observe the burning of 
the church's mortgage. Rev. Yates Campbell, former pastor, served as guest 
speaker for this event. Others present for the ceremony included Gerald 
Lawton (Pastor), Murray Simmons (Chairman of Deacons), J.W. Johnson, C.G. 
Barnhill, and C.E. Cotton (Trustees). Those attending the services brought 
picnic lunches to "eat as a congregation dun'ng the noon hour." 

Gerald Lawton pastored Dawson and Halifax Baptist Churches from 
1962-1964. He performed the first wedding in the new sanctuary, marrying 
Geneva Barnhill Ashley and William Wade Ashley on June 21, 1964. Mr. 



Lawton went on to do missionary work with the Indians on the Reservations 
of Western United States. 

Frank Bearden (1964), Glenn Kessler (1967), and Ray Allen (1969) 
followed as pastors of Dawson and Halifax. These men were students at the 
Southeastern Seminary during that time. 

William C. Medlin came to pastor in February 1971. He was active with 
the Scotland Neck Rest Home and Caledonia Prison Ministry. Mr. Medlin 
served as pastor at Dawson and Halifax for nine years, one of the longest 
pastorates. 

In the 1960's approximately ten thousand dollars was willed to the church 
by Mrs. Mary J. Bryant for the purpose of building a parsonage. The church 
used the interest from this gift to purchase one acre of land on which to build a 
parsonage. It was purchased from the W.J. Partin estate on February 23, 1971. 
This land is located on the west side of the property. Instead of building a 
parsonage on this land, the church used the money to purchase a brick home 
from John Grimes. It is located less than a mile from the church between 
Moonlight and Dawson Crossroads. The additional lot is currently used for 
extra parking and is usually filled on Sundays. 

Bob Belford (1981) and Tom Henderson (1983) followed as pastors of 
Dawson and Halifax Baptist Churches. Bob Belford was a student at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary during his pastorate. He helped 
"restart" the choir by acting as the director. 

During the pastorate of Tom Henderson, the churches decided to hire 
full-time pastors, and Mr. Henderson stayed with the Halifax Baptist Church. 
Dawson Baptist selected Terry Prichard to be our first full-time pastor in 1984. 
Mr. Prichard was also a student at Southeastern Seminary during his tenure .. 
He and his wife, Pam, were the first to reside in the Dawson parsonage. There 
was great cooperation among members to prepare the parsonage by painting, 
repairing, and putting up new curtains. 

In April of 1982, a new steeple was erected, including a bell. Also in the 
Spring of 1982, the Fellowship Hall (also known as the Old Church and 
Community Building) was renovated. 

After Terry Prichard's tenure in 1987, Rix Mustain became the interim 
pastor. He served until the church found John Thompson as a replacement 
later that year. John and Tish Thompson ..... Mr. Mustain also served again in 
1989 until Tim Rogers became pastor in 1990. Tim served as pastor until he 
met his wife Gail and relocated. 

Todd Royal came to be the pastor of Dawson Baptist Church in 1993 and 
served with his wife Sandra until 1997. Earl Vautin was interim pastor after the 
departure of the Royal family. Mr. Vautin until the pulpit committee found our 
current pastor, Hilton Jeffreys in 1997. Hilton and his wife, Amy, continue to 
serve this church faithfully and stand firm in the Word of God. The 
congregation appreciates Mr. Jeffreys' powerful sermons and humble spirit. 
He finds time to visit "his flock" and check on those who have been sick or are 
in the hospital. He is also a student at Southeastern Seminary, working on his 
Master of Divinity. He says, the Lord willing, he will graduate in May 2006. 
His wife Amy serves in many ways by sharing her musical talents of singing 
and playing the flute. She also takes a leadership role in numerous activities for 
the children including the annual Vacation Bible School and Harvest Party. 
Hilton and Amy have two precious daughters, Kaitlyn and Kyndal. 

Certain traditions such as fellowship lunches and dinners continue to this 
day at Dawson. The annual Vacation Bible School also continues to be a vital 
outreach to the children and families of the community. 

Improvements to the church in the 1980's until present include a new 
roof on both buildings, replacement of heating/ air units in both buildings, 
numerous renovations to the parsonage, hooking-up of county water, adding a 
new choir door, new chandeliers for the sanctuary, a fenced playground, 
padding of the sanctuary pews, purchasing a new organ, placing vinyl siding on 
the Old Church, purchasing a lawn mower for the parsonage, and adding a 
church sound system. 

In order to meet the needs of the growing congregation, a building 
committee was formed. The committee consisted of Joe Johnson (chairman), 
Cheryl Casper, Undine Barnhill, Troy Fulkerson, Jimmy Braddy, Tony Hale, 
and Pastor Hilton Jeffreys. They worked very hard to devise plans that would 
meet the needs of the church. The floor plan was designed with flexibility in 
mind as the church continues to seek ways to use the building as a "tool" for 
God's work. 

The church held a Groundbreaking Ceremony on March 16, 2003. The 
building committee members, active deacons (Horace Casper- chairman, J.E. 
White,Jim Winfree, Jason Edwards, Joe Johnson, Jimmy Simmons, and Tony 
Hale), and Pastor Hilton Jeffreys and wife Amy, participated in the ceremony. 
In addition, Mary Ellen Wommack, the oldest church member present, turned 
over a shovel of dirt. The numerous children of the church released balloons 



during the ceremony, symbolic of sharing the Good News. Each balloon 
contained a message about Jesus' love and offering of Salvation. 

In August 2004, Dawson completed the large addition and a New 
Fellowship Hall just in time for the annual Vacation Bible School. It is located 
on the east side of the property, adjoining the brick Sanctuary. Much of the 
work including land preparation, painting, cleaning, and tiling was done by 
members of the church. 

The first floor of the addition contains a decorative foyer, new Men's and 
Women's restrooms with wheelchair accessibility, water fountains, Pastor's 
Office/Study, and Library with multimedia materials for adults and children. 
There is also a spacious Nursery and Preschool Room on the first floor. These 
rooms were designed to be safe and stimulating for young learners. The adult 
leaders in those rooms appreciate the adjoining bathrooms in each room. The 
babies and children of the church even have their handprint or footprint on a 
tile displayed as decoration for their bathrooms. The Preschool room has its 
own built-in sink and workspace for those crafts that require a little "extra" 
clean up. The final room downstairs is a large conference-type room with 
multiple uses. Currently it is uses as a Choir Practice Room, Adult Sunday 
School Classroom, Meeting Room, and Overflow Room for large functions. 
The rooms in the new building are wired for video and sound capabilities from 
the Sanctuary. 

The second floor currently contains Sunday School classrooms for 
Beginner (Grades K-2), Middler (Grades 3-6), and Youth. There is also a larger 
room that is used as a Children's Church/Worship Room. There rest of the 
upstairs is use at this time for storage. The rooms in the existing church were 
convened into classes for Adult Women, Adult Men, and Young Adults. 

The New Fellowship Hall provides more room for serving and seating 
large groups. It has a modern kitchen with a six-burner gas stove, multiple 
ovens, refrigerators, sinks, and plenty of cabinet space. It was designed to 
allow room for several kitchen workers to move about and serve large groups 
more efficiently and effectively. There are also several storage closets adjoining 
the New Fellowship Hall in order to store the tables, chairs, and supplies. It has 
proven to be an outstanding resource during Vacation Bible School, the "Holy 
Ghost" Weenie Roast, Fellowship breakfasts, lunches, and dinners, and when 
the ladies gather to make assorted jams, jellies, and pepper relish. 

The church enjoys a large group of worshippers for the Morning Service 
at 11 am. Most Sundays, the sanctuary pews, side rooms, and back rooms are 
filled with people. 

Formal dedication of the new addition was held on April 10, 2005 at 
10:30 am. Former pastors were invited to share in the service. Terry Prichard 
and Tim Rogers were able to attend and give remarks along with Pastor Hilton 
Jeffreys. Special music was provided by Judy Hale (piano), Geneva Barnhill 
Ashley (piano and organ), Amy Jeffreys (flute), the Dawson Choir with Lila 
Hale (director), and the children of the church with April Warren (leader). 
After the service, the congregation was invited to attend lunch in the new 
felJowship hall. 

History taken in part from the following sources: 

- "A Century of Service - 1882-1982" by Undine Barnhill 
- 100 Years of Memories by W. Alfred Cooke 
- Oral memories of current members of the church 



The following is a list of the pastors of Dawson Baptist Church with their 
respective years of service if known: 

R.E. Peele 1881 
W.J. Hopkins 1882 
C.A. Woodson 1883 
R.E. Peele 1887 
L.M. Curtis 
W.S. Ballard 
J .A. McKaughn 
R.H. Herring 
George G. O'Neil 
J.L. Rogers 
D.E. Vipperman 1908 
W.L. Britt 
C.V. Brooks 
George H. Johnson 
W.O. Rosser 
R.L. Smith 
W.N. Bobbitt 
J.T. Kirk 
C.E. Crawford 
J.G. Haynes 
C. W. Kreamer 

Some of the current activities that take place at the church include: 

. Sunday School (Adult Men, Adult Ladies, Dawson Disciples, Young 
Adults/Couples, Youth, Grades 3-6, Grades K.-2, Preschool, and 
Nursery) 
Sunday Morning and Evening Worship Services 
Children's Church/Worship 
Prayer Meeting 
Monthly "Singspirations" 
Youth Meetings 
Girls in Action (GA s) 
Royal Ambassadors (RA s) 
Puppet Ministry 
Small-group Bible Studies 
"Discovering Dawson" Study for new members 
"Conquerors" Meetings (Substance Abuse Support Group) 
Adult and Children's choirs 
Praise and Worship Team 
Fellowship dinners 
Summer Vacation Bible School 
Fall Harvest Party 
Youth Ski Trips and Service Activities 
Youth-sponsored Turkey Shoots and Stew Sale 
Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry 
Children's programs 
Men's Ministry 
Tape Ministry 
College .Ministry 
Involved in nursing home ministry 
Outreach/Service Activities 
Donate to missions including the Cooperative Program, North 

Roanoke Baptist Association, Hamilton Home for the Aged, 
Thomasville Children's Home, Annie Armstrong, Lottie Moon, N.C. 
Baptist Men's Relief, Bible Broadcasting Network (92.5 FM), American 
Family Radio (91.7 FM), Rocky Mount and Roanoke Rapids Pregnancy 
Centers, Union Mission of Roanoke Rapids, and several local and 
foreign missionaries 

Yates W. Campbell 
Charles Bartholomew 
Gerald Lawton 
Frank Bearden 
Glenn Daniel Kessler 
Ray Allen 
William Medlin 
Bob Belford 
Tom Henderson 
Terry Prichard 
Rix Mustain (interim) 
John Thompson 
Rix Mustian (interim) 
Tim Rogers 
Todd Royal 
Earl Vautin (interim) 
Hilton Jeffreys 

1925 
1937 
1944 
1948 
1954 
1958 
1962 
1964 
1967 
1969 
1971 
1980 
1983 
1984 
1987 
1987 
1989 
1990 
1993 
1997 
1997-present 



The following submissions were typed exactly as they were given to me. I 
felt it was most interesting to leave them in the person's own "voice." I have 
enjoyed this project and have learned so much about this church as well as my 
own heritage. Thank you to everyone who took the time to send a submission. 

After carefully reading each one, I feel even more honored to be a part of 
Dawson Baptist Church. This place of worship has meant so much to so many 
over the years. It challenges me (and I hope my church family) to maintain the 
integrity that Dawson has through its commitment to the Word of God and 
making people feel loved and welcomed to worship. 

I see our current mission statement all throughout the submissions. I 
pray we will continue to be a church that "reaches unbelievers, equips and 
encourages believers, and leads in meaningful worship experiences" (DBC 
Mission Statement). 

I give God the credit for any praise that comes from this project. I am 
just a humble servant seeking to do His will and am so thankful for all the 
blessings He's given me. 

"Sugar" Hale Edwards 
April 2005 

"In every victory, 
Let it be said of me 

My source ef strength, 
My source of hope, 
Is Christ Alone. " 

Memories and Testimonials from the Past and Present 

I grew up at Tillery Baptist Church. This church reminds me of it- it feels 
like home. 
Sue Armstrong 
5981 Dickens Road 
Tarboro, NC 27886 

I attended Dawson Baptist Church from an early age until I left to attend 
Meredith College in 1959. During that time, I played the piano for services in 
the old church for about five years. I remember several of the pastors from 
that time (possibly because they had a son my age!)- Rev. Campbell and Rev. 
Allred who came for a revival! 

When I left for college, the church gave me a set of Samsonite luggage in 
appreciation for playing the piano. That was a wonderful gift that meant so 
much to me for many years. 

I was baptized at Dawson Baptist Church in the early 1950's and was 
married to my husband, William (Bill) Ashley in 1964 by the Rev. Gerald 
Lawton. We were the first couple married in the new church, and it was 103 
degrees that hot day in June! There were only a few window units in place to 
cool the building, and they ran non-stop! 

My mother, Undine Barnhill, is possibly the oldest living member in the 
church that she attended faithfully for many years. She has devoted her time 
and talents as a Sunday School teacher, choir member and church clerk, and for 
this my brother Larry and I, are very grateful. 

I am thankful for my early years of attending Dawson Baptist Church and 
have continued, along with my husband and children, to be a part of the 
church family wherever we have lived. Bill is an electrical contractor and 
owner of Ashley Electric, Inc. I am a past church organist and bank teller, and 
presently, I work part-time in a jewelry store. We have three children, Lisa A. 
Harrington (Sanford, N.C.),John C. Ashley (Whiteville, N.C.), and Kristen A. 
Hooks (Ocean Isle, N.C.). We also have 3 grandchildren- Mary Hallie 
Harrington and Blake and Greyanne Ashley. 
Geneva & Bill Ashley 
721 Edgewood Circle 
Whiteville, NC 28472 



My parents were members of Dawson Baptist Church for as long as I can 
remember. We were always at church on Sunday. My first memory was of 
Rev. Kirk. He was tall, thin and preached Hell fire, brimstone and damnation 
and he pounded on the rostrum. I was so afraid of him. 

I remember as a young teenager I was teaching a young children's class 
and for some reason we were in the car and I was explaining God's knowledge, 
and that the hairs on your head were numbered. The next Sunday a mother 
told me that her daughter went home and was looking in the mirror trying to 
find the numbers on her hair. 

There was always a revival every summer and while Rev. Crawford was 
the pastor my brother, Eugene, Preacher White, and I joined the church and 
we were baptized in the Enfield Baptist Church. There was no baptistery in 
the old church. 

When I was a teenager, Rev. Haynes was the pastor and Mrs. Haynes had 
a choir for the youth group. It was a time for the young people to get together 
and I have fond memories of this. 

I finished high school and went off to Park View Hospital and became a 
nurse. I went to work in Norfolk, Va. In 1953 I came back to Dawson and 
was the first person in about 33 years to get married in the old church. This 
was 52 1/2 years ago and Foster and I have had and are still having a wonderful 
life together. 
Jane Faye White Askew 
4103 Woodridge Drive 
Roanoke, VA 24018 

I attended Dawson Baptist Church from when I was a baby until I moved 
away to college. I think I was the first person baptized in the new brick 
building. My mother, Undine, served as church clerk for many years as well as 
taught Sunday School. She is probably the oldest living member at 92 years 
old. 

I have served as Sunday School Director and have taught the Men's 
Sunday School class. I once preached for Youth Sunday and spoke about the 
life of Christ as a youth. There is not much in the Bible on this subject so it 
was a rather short sermon. 

My grandparents were also active at Dawson Baptist (Euthal R. and 
Mamie Weeks). He taught the men's Sunday School class for many years. 

I remember a summer revival before air conditioning in the old church. 
The windows were open, frogs croaked in the pond beside the church as the 
building filled with insects. People fanned with the wood handle fans (from 
funeral home) and if that won't enough distractions, a crop duster plane started 
spraying the cotton field beside the church. Even with squeaky wooden floors 
and hard pews the Spirit of God still moved and people were saved (me being 
one of them). 
Larry Barnhill 
6113 Glen Oak Ct. 
Raleigh, NC 27606 

We moved to North Carolina in 1994. We had always been drawn to this 
little country church. Jim met Todd Royal at the dumpster. During their 
encounter it was obvious he was a man of God. Todd was inspirational to our 
salvation. We joined the church and were baptized and began a relationship 
with the Lord. 

This church is a part of our lives and we are so thankful God put us here. 
We love and appreciate our Paston, Hilton Jeffreys and his family. God has 
worked many miracles at Dawson. We dedicate this building as a "TOOL" to 
spread the gospel of our Lord. 

Some of our wonderful memories from Dawson: 
• Teaching Thomas and Helen Royal in Sunday School 
• The Hale,Johnson, Lewis, and Winfree children singing at worship 

service 
• Guardian Care visits with the Pastor's children, Judy Marie and Jenny 

entertaining with musice 
• Nursery with as many as 9 children in a cramped space 
• Burning paint off columns in front of the sanctuary 
• Witnessed this church grow spiritually 
• Witnessed this church grow from a family community church to one 

that reaches all over the country 
• Appreciation Suppers for "Young Couples" and "Seniors" 
• Harvest Parties, Vacation Bible School when we had dunking booths 
with Pastor Hilton and late Robertson 

• Witnessed children's church grow to as many as 27 children 
• Promise Keepers with Pastor Royal 



• Meeting Jacelyn Jones, Missionary to Hong Kong sponsored by our 
Sunday School Class 

• Fun and Fellowship- women going to the Women of Faith and Beth 
Moore Conferences 

• Card ministries- a wonderful outreach 
Jim and JoAnn Braddy 
463 Scotswoods Drive 
Enfield, NC 27823 

I would like to take this opportunity to share how God has blessed me 
and I feel a great part of that blessing is when He brought me to Dawson 
Baptist Church. Many years ago, my father died, I did not live in the Dawson 
community, nor did I attend Dawson Baptist Church, but I will never forget 
the kindness shown and the love I felt when I received numbers of cards and 
visits from the members of this church. 

Many years passed and I would occasionally visit but it was not until 
March of 1996, that I attended revival services at Dawson Baptist Church and 
Evangelist Rick Rogers preached. I accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior and 
was baptized on March 17. Until that time, I was religious but did not know 
the real meaning of having a personal relationship with God. I that God led to 
me to Dawson Baptist Church and the church body received me and reached 
out to me with love and kindness. God has given me new Christian friends to 
help me grow and learn. I have a wonderful joy and peace within that I had 
never before experienced. 

I praise God for the opportunity to serve Him, worship Him and sing 
praises to Him. To God be the glory for all He has done and continues to do 
at Dawson Baptist Church through Hilton and his family and the body of this 
church. Praise God for all my blessings and especially for my salvation. 

Lord, thank You for giving Your own life to redeem me. Let my light 
shine brightly in all I do for Your glory. 
Sybil Braddy 
417 Scotswoods Drive 
Enfield, NC 27823 

I Mattie Lee remember I lived in the big two story house where Jimmy 
Simmons lives now. I would get out and walk to the Little White Church here 
at Dawson. It is nice to see how much the Lord has blessed us throughout the 

years. I would take my children to church. We always enjoyed Bible School. 
Louise Fields taught the adult class where I made a Bunny Rabbit out of a 
sock. She worked hard in the church and loved making crafts. When we had 
Oyster suppers, we would dress up the tables. I would bring pine cones so she 
could make turkeys out of them. The ladies in the church would get out and 
make pots of stew and have the best time. 
Mattie Lee Bryant 
11060 Thirteen Bridges Road 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

My name is Connie Denton Cotten. I live here in Scotland Neck and met 
and married a local farmer, Will Wrenn Cotten. Our children are Brooks, 
Dana, Kim, Bridget and Tammy which all live away. His sister, Edna C. 
Fleming was married at Dawson Baptist Church. His Aunt Sue Emma Cotten 
attended before she moved away. 

I began to attend Dawson Baptist Church and met Pastor Hilton and his 
lovely wife, Amy. I really liked them and the church. The people of the 
church were so friendly and kind and welcomed you with open arms. It was 
nice to see. I began to go and loved it so much I became a member and was 
baptized there. Then I became a member of the choir even though I can't sing, 
they let me anyway. Ha, ha. I love choir. We get together every Wednesday 
night to sing God's praises. We enjoy the company of each other. We have 
lots of laughs. We have a great time. You should join? 

Dawson Baptist is a wonderful place to be. The members love the Lord 
and will love you if you will let them. There is a lot to do and enjoy. There are 
a lot of activities for adults and children. They had great Oyster Suppers. I like 
Bible School seeing the little kids. They are so happy. I enjoy the Christmas 
programs and we have beautiful music. They have fund raisers and even make 
great jellies and other stuff. One of my memories was the first time I did crafts 
with the little kids. I had more glue on me than the projects! The kids did a lot 
better. They were proud. 

Dawson holds a lot of memories, some big and some very small. One of 
my memories was when my father Richard Denton became ill. He had always 
believed in God, but because of sickness he could not go to his church 
anymore. Hilton went to see him in the hospital and had a good day with him 
before he died. I was devastated. I had all these thoughts going through my 
mind. I had wanted to take my father to Dawson Baptist Church but he never 



got a chance to go. Not in life? I know there is a God. He came to me twice 
in a dream to show me my dad was okay. He was sitting in Dawson Baptist 
Church with a great big smile on his face. God showed me he had gone home 
and for me not to worry. I have not questioned it since. Dawson Baptist 
Church has a lot to offer everyone. It can have and effect on anyone who 
comes. It's a wonderful place to be. 
Connie Cotten 
326 WW Cotten Farm Road 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

I am Virginia]. Crawley. I attended Dawson Baptist Church in the years 
1953 - 1957. My two sons, Humphrey and Louis, were dedicated there on 
Easter Sunday of 1954 or 1955, I don't remember which. 

I sang in the choir. I always felt that I was the reason that then new 
chapel was built. The first Sunday I went there I caught my shoe heel on a 
loose plank on the front steps, and fell to the ground with my youngest son in 
my arms. Someone came to my house after church to see if we were hurt. He 
said the steps would be repaired. Soon after that incident, there was a building 
committee and new plans for a new church building 

The picture of your new addition was just great, and I am very happy for 
you all. 

My husband was Billy Crawley. His work brought us to Bladenboro in 
1962. He expired in 1996, and I have made Bladenboro my home. 

I am very sorry that I cannot be there for the dedication, but I do most 
sincerely appreciate the invitation. I hope you have a lovely and memorable 
day. I wish you all the very best for the future. 
Virginia Crawley 
504 East Bladen Street 
Bladenboro, NC 28320 

I was brought up in the Dawson Baptist Church, as far back as I can 
remember. I was born on 10-29-29 during the Great Depression. I was a 
member of Dawson Baptist Church from 1938 until I married Eugene E. 
Duffell, Sr. and moved to Sanford, N.C. in 1951 after I finished Nurse's 
Training in Roanoke Rapids Nursing School. I moved my membership from 
Dawson Baptist Church to First Baptist Church in Sanford, N.C. in 1951. l 

was nine years old when I joined the church at Dawson. I am still a member of 
First Baptist at Sanford, N.C. 

I remember Pastor Kirk, he would come by with a bag of candy and we 
had to hug his neck to get the candy. I remember Pastor Crawford, too. I was 
baptized at Scotland Neck Baptist Church, because we didn't have a baptistery 
at Dawson Baptist Church. 

The first I remember about the church building is the building you use for 
suppers and such now. The building was moved when the brick church was 
built. We use to have the oyster supper in the old "School House Building" 
across the road where I went to school from 151 through 3rd grade, and then we 
went to Scotland Neck grammar school and I graduated from Scotland Neck 
High School in 1947. 

They Oyster Supper was an important time for us, we didn't have T.V. 
and a lot of the things that people have now. The proceeds or most of them 
went to the Baptist Orphanage. I also remember that at Christmas, Santa Claus 
would be at the church and all the children would get one present. I can 
remember vacation Bible school but not much about it. I was a member of the 
youth choir, our leader was Jean Harris Moore, and our piano player was Mary 
Holmes Pope Grimes. We also had a club and use to go to the old school 
house across from the church and have parties. We would play games and 
have refreshments. 

My oldest sister, Undine is 92 years old and until recently lived by herself 
at Dawson Crossroads. She is now in an assisted living home in Apex, N.C. 
She is closer to Larry Barnhill, her son who lives in Raleigh and to Geneva 
Barnhill Ashley who lives in Whiteville. I feel she is safer in the environment 
she is in now. 

Nancy Lewis, Dallas Moore Turner, Mary Dare Weeks Brown, and I were 
good friends all through school and had many good times together. Also Mary 
DeBerry White and Delphia DeBerry Hedgepeth. Delphia lived in the big 
white house across the road from Undine and Marie lived in the house next to 
Undine. There were huge Crepe Myrtle and Oak trees in the yard at the Big 
House and Mr. Tom DeBerry put swings in the trees and they would go so 
high and there was a self playing piano in the Big house. We thought it was 
grand to pedal it and imagine we were really playing the piano. I don't know 
how Mrs. DcBerry stood all of the racket we caused, she was Delphia and 
Marie's grandmother, and we really had some good times at their house. The 
Church was a central gathering place when I was growing up. 



Geneva and Bill Ashley, Undinc's daughter and son in law, were married 
at Dawson Baptist Church on June 21, 1964. My father and mother were both 
faithful members of Dawson Baptist Church. They were Euthal R. Weeks and 
Mamie Barnes Weeks. They had seven children. One little girl Angie Lee died 
very young. The rest of us 3 girls and 3 boys were all members at Dawson 
Baptist Church until we got grown and moved away. My father was a deacon 
and Sunday School teacher, and also auctioneer at the Oyster Supper. He really 
enjoyed that. All the women would cook chicken for chicken salad and 
combine it for it took a lot. We also had barbeque, Jello, homemade cakes, 
fried oysters, oyster soup, and drinks and coffee. My son Edward remembers 
the devil food cake he ate at the Oyster Supper. We went every year and 
enjoyed seeing all the people and eating the good fo~d. People came fr~m near 
and far to get good home cooking, and fellowship with f~1ends and family. 

My husband Gene died on Dec. 25, 2004 and we rruss hun so. 
Emily W. Duff ell 
P.O. Box 2369 
Sanford, NC 27331-2369 

It is hard to believe that 9 years have passed since Cheryl and I became 
members of Dawson Baptist Church. When we moved to Scotland Neck we 
were looking for a small church that we could become a part of. Cheryl's 
sister Nannette told us about a little church not far from our house at 
Dawson's Crossroads. We went a few Sundays later and were touched by the 
friendly people and the spirit filled service. After a few months of attending 
services we moved our membership and became members of a church we have 
come to love dearly. A few years ago, a fresh young minister and his wife, 
Hilton and Amy were led to us and they have been a special blessing to us all 
since. He is filled with the Spirit and on fire for the Lord. He has helped not 
only to lead us as a preacher but to pastor us as well. Of course Hilton and 
Amy and their family are only a part of what makes Dawson a special church. 
Our church family has been blessed with people who are willing not only to 
give of their time and their talents, but do so with joy. 

Each and everyone of our church family is so special in their own way 
that when you put them all together it sums up what makes Dawson Baptist 
Church the place to worship. We truly feel as if the Lord led us here. 
So blessed, 
Horace and Cheryl Casper 
2301 Sandpit Road 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

Seven years ago Mark was told that he would be transferred to Scotland 
Neck for his duty station as a NC Wildlife Officer. My first reaction was, 
"where is that?" The transfer was a blessing in disguise and now it is home. 
We have met the most generous and loving people here and believe that God 
brought us here and has kept us here for a reason. 

Five years ago, after moving into a new home, I decided that I would visit 
Dawson Baptist. I have never felt so welcome anywhere in my life. I 
remember Becky, who was our first neighbor in Scotland Neck, giving me a big 
hug and Sugar telling me how glad she was that I decided to visit our church. It 
was not long after that Mark and I decided to join the church. A few 
months later God gave us our biggest blessing yet, Colin. 

I knew that Dawson is where I wanted Colin to have his start learning his 
most important lessons, creating memories, and making life long friends. We 
dedicated him to God August 2003. I can think of no better place to raise my 
child. Dawson Baptist is Home. 
Mark, Maggie and Colin Dutton 
P.O. Box 75 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

I, Alyce White Edwards was born and raised in Dawson Community with 
my family who were associated with the Dawson Baptist Church. At the age of 
twelve I accepted Christ as my Savior and was baptized by Pastor J .T. Kirk. 
After my marriage in 1945 I transferred my membership to the Weldon United 
Methodist Church where I have continued my work for the Lord. I remember 
the Pastor was shared with other churches and when he came to Dawson some 
family had him and his family for dinner. 

The revival was always in August; Mama would take a quilt and put under 
the pew for the little ones to sleep. The Oyster Supper, the fund raising for the 
Baptist Orphanage, was on Thanksgiving night at the school house. 



I graduated from Scotland Neck High School in 1941. After waiting a 
year 1 entered the Park View Hospital School of Nursing and graduated in 
September 1945. At this time I moved to Weldon, N.C. with my husband 
Louis Walter Edwards, Jr. We became the parents of three children, two boys 
and one girl. In 1947 I began working for the Halifax County Health Dept. as 
a staff nurse where I remained for 37 1/2 years. I retired in 1984 and have 
enjoyed traveling, visiting family, playing bridge, and helping with many 
community projects. 
Alyce White Edwards 
102 Deerfield Pl. 
Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 

I can't even imagine my life without my "family" at Dawson Baptist 
Church. I grew up in this church, and have been here just about every Sunday 
of my life! Even when I went "away" to school at Meredith College, I made 
my way back home to attend church. It is filled with people I love, special 
memories, and provides a place of worship for my family. 

As a young child, my fondest memories include worshipping with many 
of my family members (grandparents, parents, great aunts and uncles, aunts 
and uncles, cousins, and siblings) and standing up on the pew to sing hymns. 
My favorites included "Love Lifted Me" and "Count Your Many Blessings." I 
remember one of my Beginner Sunday School teachers, Mrs. Edna White, had 
an amazing talent for drawing. Instead of reading us a Bible story, she had a 
big, white tablet that she drew the story on. She always represented God with a 
cloud, and as the story unfolded, the picture became more detailed. I can still 
see her depiction of David looking down on Bathsheba surrounded by bubbles 
in the bathtub! It certainly implanted those foundational stories in my 
memory! 

Like today, all of the children sat on the front pew anticipating the 
children's sermon. I remember when we got our new burgundy carpet we had 
to be told repeatedly not to push our toes up under the edge of it! After 
church, we would all gather in the grass in front of the church to run around 
and play. It was there that my cousin Lee Hale and I decided that one day we 
would surely marry each other! (Our parents just laughed and figured we'd 
grow out of it!) 

Covered-dish fellowship meals continue to be one of my favorite activities 
at Dawson. I remember as a child asking my mama why we couldn't just have 

them every Sunday! I also remember the anticipation of our yearly Christmas 
program and party. After the program, we would head over to the Community 
Building (Original Church) and eagerly await the arrival of Santa Claus. 
Somehow, every year, right after we'd sing, "Here comes Santa Claus" we'd 
hear his reindeer land on the roof and his bells jingle outside the door. He'd 
pick presents out from under the huge cedar tree and call out our names one 
by-one to come sit in his lap. I recall when I left to go home, I'd always peak 
up on the Community Building's roof to see if the reindeer were still there! 

Even as a child, I enjoyed helping out with the younger children and 
keeping the nursery. Amanda Padgette and I spent many "pajama party" 
Saturday nights planning a Sunday School lesson for the little ones! 

I remember when Tom Henderson was the part-time preacher and the 
parsonage was located in Halifax. I have a great memory of Pastor John 
Thompson and his wife Tish frying donuts for breakfast in Sunday School. It 
was during their tenure in a revival that I accepted Jesus as my Savior and was 
baptized on Easter Sunday. 

Other memories as a youth include a trip to the N.C. Zoo with Joe 
Johnson and a Christmas Party at his house. With his smiling southern accent 
and long, lanky frame, Pastor Tim Rogers attempted to take the youth on a ski 
trip. We had a very difficult time getting there, breaking down on the way and 
waiting hours in a Wendy's for repairs! 

I enjoyed many fun times of babysitting for Pastor Todd Royal and his 
wife Sandra. When they arrived, they brought their newborn son, Thomas, and 
I fell in love instantly! They blessed our congregation with 2 more children, 
Helen and Grace, during their stay. Sandra was a wonderful role model for me 
as a Christian woman, wife, and mother. 

When I started dating my husband Jason, the first thing Pastor Todd 
Royal asked me was, "Is he a Christian? Well, when are you bringing him to 
church?" Needless to say, I brought that boy to church, and the rest they say is 
history! That was 13 years ago, and now Jason is a Youth Sunday School 
Teacher (since 1996), Deacon (since 2000), and Church Treasurer (since 2003)! 
Jason and I have both enjoyed teaching Sunday school, helping out with VBS, 
and singing in the choir. We look forward to being more involved as our 
children grow up in this church. 

We were married at Dawson Baptist Church on October 30, 1999 by 
Todd Royal and Hilton Jeffreys. We are thankful to call Hilton our pastor and 
friend. Hilton's preaching abilities are God-given, and he is not afraid to stand 



on God's word. His wife Amy is such a wonderful person, and her bubbly 
personality makes you feel instantly loved. She is an asset to the church "?th 
her servant attitude, beautiful voice, and love for people. I love her as a sister 
in Christ and consider her one of my closets friends. 

Jason and I added two new members to the congregation, our children, 
Anne Katherine (7-24-01) and James Burton (2-25-04). Both have been 
dedicated to the Lord (10-28-01 and 9-22-04) by Hilton Jeffreys, and we have 
committed ourselves to raising them in a Christian home. We love watching 
Katherine and James grow in the Lord at Dawson Baptist Church. Katherine 
(age 3 1/2) LOVES "Mrs. Elaine's teaching in Sunday School, Ashley 
Etheridge's faithful childcare, Aunt Linda's Children's Sermons, and "Mrs. 
April's Children's Church. Katherine is faithful to bring her Bible and "money 
for Jesus" each Sunday. She loves to pray (even in front of the whole church!) 
and sing. Now she stands on the pew beside me and sings! When she was 
about two years old, she would cry if we passed by the church without 
stopping! Our son,James (age 1) is beginning to realize that church is a place 
filled with familiar, kind faces. 

One of our family's favorite times is the Candlelight Christmas Eve 
Service where we can come and focus our hearts on the gift of Jesus Christ. 
We also enjoy the annual Harvest Party where our children can come and have 
so fun playing games and fellowshipping. Another all-time favorite of ours is 
the amazing, God-given talent of our pianist, my Aunt Judy Hale. I could 
watch and worship for hours as her fingers appear to effortlessly guide over the 
keys. We are very blessed with musical ability at this church. 

God has blessed our time at Dawson Baptist Church. We have grown so 
much spiritually with the Godly, Biblical teaching in Sunday School, church, 
and Bible Study. We have enjoyed great times of fellowship with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. I have seen an amazing, God-driven, growth of spiritual 
maturity and people (especially children) at this church. God is a good and 
gracious God, and He is blessing Dawson's with Godly leaders, teachers, . 
deacons, prayer warriors, musicians, and servants. I pray that we can co_ntlnue 
to reach people for Jesus and provide spiritual enrichment and fellowship to 
our members. I am proud to say I am a member of Dawson Baptist Church. 
"Sugar" Hale Edwards and Jason B. Edwards 
Katherine and James Edwards 
19883 NC Highway 125 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

I was born 1-17-26 to Julius and Louise Fields, joined the Dawson Baptist 
Church around 1938 and married Leatrice Hill 1-13-50. We have three 
children, four grand children and two step-grandchildren. Lewis, the oldest, 
has one son Adam---Greg the middle child has two step-children, Courteney 
H. Bailey and Coleman Harrell---Lindy, the youngest has three sons, Byron, 
Fields and Gregory Lewis. 

I attended ECU, Emory University and Wake Forest. Leatrice went to 
Atlanta Christian College and Barton College. Lewis attended The Coast Guard 
Academy and Campbell University where he met his wife. Greg went to N. C. 
State and West Point. Lindy attended UNC and Meredith. 

With the help of my wife, I was able to finish law school and have 
practiced law in Rocky Mount since 1953. In 1958 I entered into a partnership 
with Roy Cooper under the name "Fields & Cooper" which continues, even 
though I retired about fourteen years ago. 

Lewis and his wife live on Lake Gaston where they own and operate the 
"Boat Lift Store". Greg has retired from the Army and lives with his wife near 
Charlotte where he attends UNCC and also serves as an aide to a professor. 
Lindy also lives on Lake Gaston and teaches at Halifax Academy which is 
nearby. 

Even though my family moved from the community, I considered 
Dawson to be my church until I went into service. It was the "family church" 
and frequently I would be related, in one way or another, to almost every one 
in attendance. The "Oyster Supper" was an unequaled regional event, sorry it 
passed to changing times. 

The church meant a lot to my parents whose funerals were conducted 
from there. It was a second home for my mother who taught Sunday School 
for many years. 1t was and is what we feel a church should be. 
Milton Fields 
Box 7942 
Rocky Mount, NC 27804 

I have so many fond memories of Dawson Baptist Church. I grew up 
there. I remember my Mom and Dad (Don and Patsy Perry bringing me and 
my brother Keith to church every Sunday. There was no question about 
whether or not we would go to church. I remember lots of good Sunday 
school teachers and lots of good preachers. I remember Mrs. Barnhill's 
beautiful hats, lots of wonderful people, beautiful music by Judy and Jean and a 



very loving church congregation. I remember lots of Thanksgivings spent . 
waiting tables at the Oyster Supper and what a wonderful sense of cooperauon 
there was during that time. We all came together to support something outside 
of ourselves.I remember many vacation bible schools with lots of cookies and 
music and koolaid. 

I was baptized there as a teenager by Mr. Medlin. Steven and I 
were married there by Todd Royal. 

I am most thankful to the church for all of their support when I went 
overseas on missions trips. When I went to Hong Kong the church sold plates 
of pork barbegue to raise money for my support. I think everyone helped out 
and Tony Hale donated the pig. When I was overseas I received many cards 
and letters and videotapes (and even some chocolate) from back home which 
meant a tremendous amount to a lonely girl on the mission field. 
Tammie Perry Garrish 
47 Springer Road 
Stuarts Draft, VA 24477 

I remember there was a big "discussion" about where to place the brick I 
sign out in front of the church. People didn't want to put it right in front of the 
church because it might block it. The folks from Enfield wanted it on the 
Enfield side of the church, and the folks from Moonlight wanted it placed on 
that side. My Uncle Ray Barnhill said we should just put the thing on wheels 
so it could be rolled from one side to the other each week! 
Charles D. Hale, Sr. 
38 Cricket Lane 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

Raised and active at First Baptist Church in Scotland Neck, I reluctantly 
started attending Dawson Baptist at Tony's insistence that Dawson was the 
church for our family. The year was 1980, when Lee and Pammy were 
toddlers. There were very few children attending, and I felt that a larger church 
was better because it had more to offer. I consoled myself with the thought, 
"Oh well, at least it's Baptist and the theology is right." From the first time I 
visited however, I was struck with how welcomed I felt, from the few Sunday 
School class members our age to the older members of the congregation. 
There was no doubt that this was a warm, inviting church body, even though 
they were small in number and met every other Sunday for church! I resolved 

to be happy here, grateful that my husband attended church with me and our 
children. Since that time, some things have changed, yet some things 
have remained the same. 

One of my earliest memories is of the church pianist, Mrs. Sarah House. 
She had played for many years and was apparently looking for a 
replacement; upon learning that we were attending Dawson, she begged me to 
"just play the hymns." I nervously agreed to substitute for her once; she 
adamantly refused to sit down at the piano from then on. The pastor at the 
time was Bob Belford who was eager to re-organize the choir, which had not 
been active for a time. We began practicing once a week in 1980 or 1981 and 
have continued since that time. The membership has changed, but today we 
are enjoying two of the original members, Lila and] ean, who rotate leadership 
roles. Dawson Baptist has been blessed to have had leaders with their abilities. 

Whew! The years have flown by! Memories come flooding back, but I 
will mention only a few, from my perspective on the piano bench vacated by 
Miss Sarah. In 1982 Bob Belford lead us as we celebrated our centennial, that 
being especially memorable to me because that same week our third child, Paul 
was born. Bob and his wife Connie were an especially cute couple because 
although Bob showed great leadership, he couldn't keep up with his car keys! 
Connie, the ever-mindful wife, always knew where he had misplaced them. 

The years of Tom and Vickie Henderson's leadership brought change 
and growth, as well. Vickie introduced us to the "children's sermon" during 
the regular service, a concept new to us, but very enjoyable. I remember Vickie 
setting up a card table and mixing a cake to illustrate her lesson. During those 
years, we had church every other Sunday, but under Tom's leadership, church 
every Sunday became a reality. We sadly lost Tom and Vickie in this 
conversion, but growth brought change. 

Terry and Pam Prichard served next, followed by John and Tish 
Thompson. Our fourth child, Cody was born when John was here. 
The energetic Tim Rogers came ill 1990, my children's comment concerning 
Tim being, "He's so TALL!" Lee, Pammy, and Paul all came to the decision to 
give their hearts to Christ and were baptized by Tim. Tim's decision to get 
married took him from us, but we were all elated for him and Gail. 

Todd and Sandra Royal came in 1993 with their newborn, Thomas. 
Todd's question, "How's your walk with the Lord?" really made us all examine 
our spiritual condition, and Sandra' children's programs were a delight to all, 
especially our "Christmas in the Barn." I was especially grateful to God on the 



Sunday that Todd baptized Cody, and followed up with him in Bible study 
during the following weeks. Our nursery experienced much growth during 
those years, partly from the growth of Todd and Sandra's family with the births 
of Helen and Grace, but also from younger families starting to attend. 

When Todd and Sandra left, I wasn't sure how God was going to answer 
our prayers. But answer them he did, when our pulpit committee found Hilton 
and Amy Jeffreys. We have seen God use them in so many ways; our 
congregation has grown, spiritually and numerically. I am thankful to God for 
answering our prayers for strong effective leaders in this quiet, shy man of 
God and his effervescent wife who are both excellent examples of servant 
leaders for us all. We have delighted in watching them mature as a couple, as 
parents of Kaitlyn and Kyndal, and as our spiritual lea~ers. . 

Change has been a characteristic of Dawson Baptist Church since I have 
become a member here, yet some things have remained the same. Our new 
building is an obvious change, yet the sanctuary is the same- so far! There are 
many new faces, yet many of the same people who welcomed me here in 1980 
are still here today. I pray that the same welcoming spirit that I felt ill 1980 rs 
still felt by visitors and new members today. I'm also praying that God has 
already planned for someone, perhaps already in our membership, to help 
occupy that same piano bench sometime in the future! 
Judy Thompson Hale 
5905 Sandpit Road 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

Dawson Baptist Church means many things to me. First of all, it is where 
I found my Lord. I was a young girl when I game my life to Him. My . 
grandparents, William Burton Barnhill and Willie Gertrude Pope Barnhill 
attended this church and died before I was born. My parents were Charles 
Grady Barnhill and Hettie Dickens Barnhill. I remember the youth choir that 
Mrs. Haynes directed and the Fall Revival that was hot and uncomfortable. 
When we built the new, brick sanctuary we started an adult choir that was 
directed by our pastor, Mr. Yates Campbell. Then we did not have a choir for a 
while until Bob Belford was our pastor. After that, I directed the choir and 
then shared the position with Jean Moore. 

When we built the new sanctuary, the ladies took a month fixing flowers 
for the church and cleaning it. We had a "Ladies Fund" where we worked 
together to raise money for different projects like carpeting and curtains. We 

held bazaars where we sold handmade crafts and had a dinner. Recently we 
have worked to make pepper relish, jams, and jellies. 

We used to have a special dinner there on Thanksgiving called the Oyster 
Supper. It was like a reunion of friends and families. This was carried on for 
about 96 years and the proceeds were given to the Children's Home and Home 
for the Aged. 

I married Paul Hale, Jr. and had 5 children, Paula, Linda, Tony, Charles, 
and Theresa. They all came to know Christ in the church and the girls were 
married there. Now almost all my grandchildren (Sugar, Lee, Pammy, Paul, 
West,Judy,Jenny, Cody) and great-grandchildren (Katherine and James) attend 
church there. My grandsons Davie and Chris and my great-granddaughter 
Hannah attend church closer to where they live. 

This church means much to me. It is my home. 
Lila Barnhill Hale 
20688 Highway 125 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

About age 16, I accepted Christ and was baptized at the Freewill Baptist 
Church at Moonlight. Before we were married (around 1946), I started going 
to church w:ith Lila at Dawson. She had her driver's license, so she would pick 
my sister Barbara and me up for church. At that time we were in the "old" 
church. I remember sitting in my Sunday school class (the room that was 
turned into a kitchen) and being able to see the ground through the cracks in 
the floor- they were so wide. There were 3 Sunday school rooms in that 
building- the two rooms on each side, and one class met in the sanctuary 
where the heat was. We used a coal heater that sat right in the middle of the 
room w:ith a pipe that went along the wall and to the outside. At that time, I 
remember Mr. Hanes being the pastor. About 1949 or 1950, we began talking 
about building a new church building. The members of the church did a lot of 
the work to build the new church. I remember mixing cement in 
wheelbarrows for the foundation. There were no cement trucks; we mixed and 
poured it all by hand. Mr. Joe Henry Barnhill was in charge of pouring the 
foundation. Of course he wanted it deeper than it needed to be, and I thought 
we'd never get it filled to those stobs! The churchyard used to be full of big 
oak trees. Mr. Charlie Barnhill was in charge of taking those down- that's why 
there weren't many left! 



Some of the men in the church gave an acre of land to help pay for the 
new church. We called it "God's Little Acre," and what we produced off that 
acre each year, we gave to the church. I gave an acre of peanuts until the 
building was paid for. Some people donated money for the pews and stained 
glass windows, too. 

After the church was built, we added the steeple and bell later. The bell's 
noise was never right because of the steeple. 

I remember being a part of the Brotherhood at Dawson. The men would 
put on farm sales to raise money. We used the money for needy families. We 
also had fellowship dinners. I also remember the Oyster suppers we used to 
have. It was more for fellowship and tradition because we never made that 
much money on them. We gave the money to the Orphanage, and then later 
split the money between the Orphanage and the Baptist Retirement Home in 
Hamilton. I also remember when Gerald Lawton was our pastor, he started 
RA s. I helped with them and took them to a camp way up in the mountains. 
We also took them to spend the night in a hunting cabin. 

We had 5 children, and I remember Lila getting them all dressed and 
ready for Sunday school. All 5 accepted Christ and were baptized in the new 
church. My 3 daughters were married in the church, and 10 of my 
grandchildren accepted Christ and were baptized at Dawson. 
Paul Hale, Jr. 
20688 Highway 125 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

Julie Hardy is my real name but everyone knows me as Casey. I was 
drawn to Dawson Church after my husband was in a bad car accident; I almost 
lost him. I knew in my heart God had a bigger plan for him. I felt as though 
the Lord was leading me to Dawson for a reason, and as I entered the doors I 
could feel the presence of Him there. The congregation welcomed me with 
open arms; there is true Christian love in this place. 

Pastor Hilton's services brought a new meaning into my life. I was 
baptisted on April 13, 2002 and became a member of Dawson Baptist Church. 
I have found my place here; I love my church family. 

I enjoy getting involved with the children especially during VBS, also 
enjoy helping with the jelly making. I also became a member of the church 
choir and enjoy the fellowship that it brings. My grand daughter Madison 
Brooke Lew.is was dedicated at Dawson Baptist Church on Nov. 9 2003. With 

the encouragement from Hilton, Dave Thompson and Lynn House, I am 
blessed to have my husband Brent Hardy by my side for Sunday service. 

God is so good. Dawson Church family is a special part of my life. I thank 
God every day for all of you. 
Casey Hardy 
876 Sorietown Road 
Enfield, NC 27823 

I loved with my father, Thomas H. DeBerry, and my grandmother, Della 
Lawrence Harris DeBerry, at Dawson. My mother died when I was about 16 
months old. My grandmother and grandfather, Lemuel E. DeBerry were the 
first couple to be married in Dawson Church December 1881. At one time, 
my grandfather served as church clerk. 

When I was small, my grandmother walked with me to Sunday School and 
church. Later I attended Bible School and sang in the Youth Choir directed by 
Mrs. Grady Haynes. I also served at the Oyster Supper at Thanksgiving. 

I accepted Christ as my Savior in a Revival service in August. August was 
always the month that we had Revival. I was baptized by Rev. C. E. Crawford 
at the Enfield Baptist Church as our church did not have a bapistry. 

After I graduated from high school, I married and moved away from the 
Dawson Community. I have often been back to the oyster suppers and 
Homecomings. I have continued to be active in the church where I live. 

Our family has a memorial window in the church in memory of Thomas 
K. Harris, my great grandfather, and Lemuel E. DeBerry, my grandfather. 
Delphia DeBerry Hedgepeth 
1101 Westminister Lane 
Rocky Mount, NC 27803 

My father in law, Dennis H. Holiday, Sr. and his ancestors have a 
rich heritage at Dawson Baptist. His parents, Mr.Joseph Ransom Holliday and 
Mrs. Ada Lawrence Holliday, were very much a part of Dawson. They were 
members until their death. Jesse and Mary Holliday, brother and sister in law 
of Mr. Dennis, Sr., lived where I, Phyllis Holliday, now reside. They were 
extremely active and Dawson. In Mary Holliday Bryant's will, she willed 
money to build a parsonage. The land next to the Community Building was 
purchased with part of this money. The remainder was applied to purchasing 
the house now used for the parsonage. Mary died in 1964. 



My in laws, Dennis, Sr, and Mary E. Holliday were members until their 
deaths. Mr. Dennis, Sr. taught Men's Sunday School and was on the Deacon 
board. He served as chairman some of the time. He loved his Lord, church 
and family. Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Hutson Holliday, Sr.'s funerals were held at 
Dawson. Mr. Holliday died on Oct. 14, 1973. Mary E. Holliday died Jan. 
1996. There is a stained glass window in the sanctuary known as the Holliday 
window. I gave the mirror in the foyer of the new educational building in 
memory of Mr. And Mrs. Dennis H. Holliday, Sr. and Mr. Dennis H. Holliday, 
Jr. 

In 1973, after Mr. Dennis, Sr.'s death, Dennis, Jr., wife Phyllis, sons 
Dennis III, and Joseph E. moved near Dawson. We joined Dawson and were 
members for a number of years. Mr. Medlin was the pastor for most of our 
time there. Some of our fondest memories at Dawson are attending the oyster 
suppers. Some of our most precious memories are of Louise Fields teaching 
Dennis III and Joe in Sunday School. Louise was assisted by Patsy Perry. 
There were wonderful teachers and my children remember them with love. 
Every Christmas, Mrs. Louise baked a cake for Jesus' birthday. If they didn't 
learn anything else, she insisted they know that Christmas is Jesus_' birthday._ 

I, Phyllis, taught the younger children in Sunday school. This special little 
girl, then Sugar Hale (now Sugar Edwards) stands out in my mind. I also 
taught Bible School for many years. When Dennis III and Joe were too old to 
go to VBS, they assisted me as helpers. . 

Dawson Baptist is a special church and we chensh our years there. 
Mrs. Phyllis Holliday 
7631Old125 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

My family started attending Dawson in October of 2002. We were 
faithful church members and had been all of our lives and were members of 
another church. We had heard a lot of encouraging and exciting things about 
Dawson and had the opportunity to meet and interact with one of the church 
members through my daughter's dance class. She told us a lot about her 
family's experiences at Dawson and about the number of people attending 
there that were our age, which was very appealing, too. So, we gave it a try and 
decided to go. We have been attending ever since and quickly became involved 
with programs and ministry opportunities. We have always felt very welcome 
and at home here. We decided before coming that if there was not enough 

going on for our children or if for some reason they did not adjust, we would 
go back to our home church. There was plenty for the children and our 
children loved being here too. We attended for about 1 1/2 years before joining. 

One thing we enjoy about Dawson is Pastor Hilton and his preaching. 
He is what I call an "in your face" preacher. We have learned a lot from him 
and his teaching and have become good friends with him and his family. He 
strives to be the shepherd God has called him to be. 

We have had the pleasure of being involve with the construction and 
development of the new building and have enjoyed watching it develop. It is 
truly amazing to see what wonderful things God does for those who are 
obedient and pursuing His will. 

There are a lot of dedicated people here at Dawson. Most churches have 
only one "handful" of people who are willing to help with activities and 
dinners and VBS and other things. Dawson, however, has two "handfuls!" 
We have enjoyed and will look back with fond memories on Lake Days, the 
Turkey Shoots, VBS (always a blast and so much fun), the development and 
construction of the new building, the lunches with baked potatoes and tacos 
(that was a first for us). My children will have a lot of fond memories too as 
they grow up here at Dawson. 

Dawson Baptist Church is special to us for so many reasons. The one 
thing that is most prominent in our hearts is just simply stated in Dawson's 
Mission Statement. Pastor Hilton and the church body strive to win the lost 
for Christ and disciple all who are here along the way. This church is on fire 
for Christ and there are a lot of people who love the Lord and serve Him. 
That is what church is all about. 
Beth and Lynn House 
Joshua, Olivia, and Tripp 
2360 Kehukee Church Rd. 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

I am 79 years old and my memories go back to childhood at Dawsons. I 
joined the church around age 12 during the "August Revival," an annual 
happening and remained a member until my 20's when my husband and I 
transferred our membership to Reidsville First Baptist in 1951. But Dawson 
has always seemed to be my "home" church. I feel "connected" there. 

I remember Sunday School much earlier. Dressed in my one "Sunday 
dress," black patent-leather shoes, shined by rubbing them with 'ole biscuit and 



having "Aunt Weezie," Louise Barnhill Fields for a teacher made fond 
memories. In the summertime, we would go outside and sit lined up on the 
"running board" of someone's Model T or Model A for our lesson ". Teacher 
gave us a Sunday School Card to carry home with us. It had a beautiful colored 
picture on one side and the printed lesson on the other side. 

There were six siblings in my family and I can't remember how many of 
them were actually members at Dawson. There was Kenneth, Mary Agnes, 
Vivian, Burt (died at age 16), Wilfred, and Frances. My father Kenneth Ray 
Barnhill was a member until his death at age 91. His funeral was conducted in 
this church. My mother, Blanche, a staunch Methodist, never became an 
"official" Baptist although her funeral was also conducted at Dawson. 

We always looked forward to the Oyster Supper because it was an 
opportunity to "see" everybody- kin and friend. Daddy always wanted to go 
and have us go also so we packed a good outfit in addition to our jeans and 
sweats for farm wear. Because you see, Thanksgiving was family time on 
Daddy's farm and church at Dawson was part of Thanksgiving tradition. 

I have always been warmly welcomed at Dawson and delight in your 
lovely, new addition which I am sure will add to your worship of our Lord and 
will bring glory to His Name. Congratulations! 
Mary Agnes Barnhill Hux 
2551 Ashley Loop 
Reidsville, NC 27320 

I started going to Dawson Baptist Church with Nancy. Everyone was so 
friendly and nice. Hilton was so young that I could not believe he was the 
preacher. But wow, what a preacher he is! Nancy and I were marned January 
1 O, 1998 at Dawson Baptist Church. That was a wonderful day ill our lives. 
Later that year, I joined Dawson Baptist Church. It has been wonderful to love 
and be loved by this church family. 
Eddie James 
2953 Flat Swamp Road 
Robersonville, NC 

When I was a little girl, I heard so many times about Dawson Baptist 
Church from my adopted "Grandmama and Grandaddy Cotten" (Cecil and 
Ione). They lived next door in the Roseneath Community where I grew up and 
were members of DBC. The way I imagined DBC was far away and strange 

because I was Presbyterian and Baptist were "different'. Grandma and 
Grandaddy Cotten loved this church and little did I know that one day I would 
grow to love DBC as much as them. They were helpful in building the church 
in which we now worship. 

The Lord continues to grow our church family and provided the 
resources for our beautiful new addition. In 1970, I married into the Hale 
family so I also "married into" DBC. It was not long before I realized that this 
was where God wanted me to stay. Easter 1972, I joined this wonderful and 
loving church family and was baptized by William Medlin. I joined the choir, 
enjoyed Bible Schools, participated in Bible studies, enjoyed Christmas 
programs, taught children in Sunday School, gathered at covered dish meals, 
and so many activities that have been to glorify God. 

Oyster suppers were a really big event. It took a lot of cooperation and 
planning, but everyone looked so forward to the preparation as well as the 
Oyster Supper. Many people came, sometimes from far away. It was a 
tradition for many and a family reunion for some. I certainly enjoyed Oyster 
Supper waitressing along with many others. It was a lot of visiting and 
catching up with folks you had not seen in a while (probably since the last 
Oyster Supper). 

After our Christmas Program, there was singing in the Community 
Building while we waited for our special visit from Santa. We heard bells and 
then he appeared, usually with Preacher \Xlhite. He must have been good 
friends with Santa to get him to visit us as busy as he is that time of year. 

Due to our distance from the church now, our participation in some 
things is not as easy. I do enjoy "my" babies in the nursery at Sunday School 
and helping to encourage the college students. My four children all attended 
Sunday School and church here. They were dedicated as children and later 
came forward and were all baptized which is a treasured answered prayer for a 
mother to know that her children's eternity is secure. 

My oldest son, Charles Davie, Jr., had the experience of the beloved Aunt 
Louise teaching him in Sunday School. Davie, along with Jim Simmons and 
Dennis Holliday were her regulars at that time. You knew "Jesus Loves Me" if 
you ever went into her Sunday School class! What a unique lady! She was 
everything from a good witch at Halloween having her own "Harvest Party", to 
Zacchaeus way up in the tree! She even owned a "coat-of-many-colors" like 
Joseph! She was little, but a powerful Christian. I am reminded of her daily as 
well as anyone who enters my back door. I have my favorite picture there of 



Jesus holding a child hung in front of you as you open the door. It came from 
Aunt Louise's Sunday School room and was actually a picture used by her that 
went along with a lesson. It is very old, but most of all valuable to me. Judy 
Hale and I shared Aunt Louise's Sunday School classroom, teaching young 
children, but we could never quite fill "Aunt Louise's shoes." Davie and his 
wife Kim, brought their daughter, Hannah, back to DBC to be dedicated in 
2004. 

Davie and my daughter, Nancy Ramona (Sugar) were baptized on Easter 
by John Thompson in 1988. Sugar always enjoyed coming to Sunday School 
and participating in Bible School and Christmas Programs. She greatly enjoyed 
and grew very close to Todd, Sandra, and their children while they served at 
DBC. Jason and Sugar invited Todd back to marry them with Pastor Hilton in 
1999. Their two children, Katherine and James, were dedicated at DBC by 
Hilton and are already feeling right at home here. They are being fed and 
nurtured by our growing Children's Ministry. Sugar, along with the 
cooperation of our ladies and a few men, helped to print our first cookbook, 
Feeding the Flock. 

At 4 years old, William Weston (West) stood up in front of the church 
and sang, "For God So Loved the World." He had to sing it twice at the 
request of his Uncle Tony because his great grandmother, Nannie Lovegrove, 
arrived late! He listened as a young child intently to Mr. Tim (Rogers) and 
came forward to accept Christ at age seven in 1991. This was especially 
meaningful since I was in the choir when he came forward which left no doubt 
that he was ready to let God led his life. I remember so well, "I Have Decided 
to Follow Jesus" was the invitational hymn and my tears were not the only 
tears of joy! (By the way, "Miss" Undine did love Tim Rogers!). 

Emily Helen developed a special relationship with Todd, Sandra, and their 
children. Sandra was very dedicated to our children and had a lot of influence 
in their lives with the activities that the Lor led her to do. She had cute 
programs and showed us how well our children could act and sing. She also 
had a Nursing Home Ministry with the children. Todd particularly enjoyed hot 
food and taught the children that you drink milk to cool off your mouth! I 
think they all remember that about him. Emily was saved during Vacation 
Bible School in the summer of 1994 and was baptized by Todd Royal. 

I am so blessed and very grateful for the guidance my children had a 
DBC. There were circumstances in my life that were very difficult, but I always 
found love and support here and continued to grow while being cared for and 
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fed by God-fearing folks in my DBC family. Sadly, my marriage ended, but 
there was forgiveness and love. God brought a special man into my life. He 
had prepared us just for each other as only he could, teaching us that He is in 
control and can grow miracles out of our messes. Eddie and I were so 
privileged to be the first couple that Hilton Jeffries married at DBC. 

Hilton and Amy have always been very supportive and loving. We love 
them and their precious children dearly. Most of all, we appreciate the love 
that they have spread throughout our community as well as our family here at 
DBC! Before we were married, we prayerfully made the decision to continue 
to be a part of the DBC family. Shortly after we were married, Eddie joined 
this church family and has felt very loved and nurtured. Our church family at 
DBC continues to be an extension of our lives. Among God's best gifts to us 
are the people who love us. What a blessing to worship with our Dawson 
Baptist Church family! 
Nancy Staton James 
2953 Flat Swamp Road 
Robersonville, NC 

I've been attending Dawson Baptist Church for 25 years and my best 
memories are the people. Linda and I were married in the church and what 
made a great day even better was our families and friends coming together to 
make it very special. Whether it was putting on the Thanksgiving Oyster 
Supper or VBS, it has always been about the people of Dawson Baptist 
Church. The elders of this church have set a great example of work ethic and 
compassion here. I hope that my generation and the beautiful children that put 
a smile on ail our faces every Sunday in that pulpit continue this great tradition. 
Thank you Dawson Baptist Church for loving me and my family. 
Sincerely, 
Eddie Johnson 
1502 Clarksville Drive 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

My memories of Dawson Baptist Church go back fifty plus years so it is 
hard to put that "history" into a short letter. 

The second child of Paul and Lila Hale began attending Dawson as a 
baby. By the age of ten I gave my life to Jesus and was baptized by Rev. 
Charles Bartholomew. I would like to say that I have lived "happily ever after" 



but that's not the way life on earth is meant to be. However, through the 
"mountains and valleys" there was one constant,Jesus. I would move away 
from Him, something would happen, and back I would go to the One who 
does not change. The older I get the closer I have come to know Jesus and life 
is so much better from the perspective of eternity. I know I will never finish 
my list of things to do here on earth but as long as I stay in the will of the 
Father, I don't have to. 

Some of the sweet memories of my growing up in this church are: 
Easter egg hunts at Aunt Louise Fields home 
Selling cup cakes and roasted peanuts at the annual 

farm equipment sales 
Getting to wear an "apron" and serve at the oyster supper 
My youth class saving pennies in a clorox "bank" jug to go bowling 
Lena Simmons teaching the youth to pull taffy 
Burning the promissory note of the present Church 
Growing up with lots of love and guidance from my family & Church 

family 
Caroling at Christmas with the choir on the old school bus 
Seeing Judy &Jenny in musical plays/bible school/Christmas in the 

barn 
As treasurer, seeing God provide the financial needs of our Church 
My Mama in the choir and my Daddy seated on the second pew 

Every Sunday 
Getting my Sunday buJJetin from Tom Moore 
Eddie helping me with "projects" and laughing, saying, I told you not 

to volunteer 
Women's retreats to Wake Forest and Virginia 
Fellowship meals (and it was not about the food) 
Beth Moore Bible studies that are right on time 
Rocking the new babies in the nursery 
Children letting balloons go at the ground breaking 

What an Awesome God we Serve 
Linda Hale Johnson 
1502 Clarksville Drive 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

I have been attending Dawson Baptist Church aJJ of my life. My family 
roots are firmly planted at Dawson and the majority of my family attends it 
today. As a child I along with my sister and cousins participated in a lot of 
activities the church had for children. We performed many plays in front of 
the church that always packed the pews. Vacation Bible School was always 
especially fun at Dawson. One year I remember the contest between the boys 
and girls seeing who could raise the most money, this particular year the girls 
won! The prize was to throw pies in Pastor Todd Royal's face; it was really fun 
and eventually turned into an all out pie war. Although VBS provided me with 
a lot of fun memories none were as exciting and life changing as the summer of 
1996. I was nine years old and I accepted Christ along with my sister, Judy, 
and cousin, Emily. After completing a handbook and asking a lot a questions, 
we were baptized in the fall by Mr. Todd. Since then I have grown in my faith 
and Dawson has grown in size, hence the new building. I hope that Dawson 
continues to grow but never changes its small church values that I was raised 
on. 
Jenny Johnson 
1502 Clarksville Drive 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

I am nineteen years old and I have attended Dawson Baptist Church aJJ of 
my life. I have been raised in this church. My parents are Eddie and Linda 
Hale Johnson. I attend East Carolina University now, but I still enjoy coming 
home on the weekends to see my family and go to church. As a young child, 
my sister, Jenny and I were very involved in the children's activities of the 
church, such as choir, performing musicals and Christmas plays. I especially 
remember the times we did "Christmas in the Barn" at my Granddaddy Hale's 
shop. We performed scenes from the Nativity in the barn for people to come 
Watch. We even had a bright star in the sky so everyone would know where to 
go. This was a great testimony for Dawson and many people came that were 
not in churches. 

Vacation Bible schools were always very exciting at Dawson. I would also 
attend VBS at other local churches but I couldn't wait until it was time for 
Dawson's. Everything I remember about them were great, the crafts, snacks, 
games and teachers were all fun. I actually got saved during Bible school in the 
summer of 1996 and was baptized the following faJJ. 



Now that I am older I am able to help with the children's ministries, 
something I love to do. I help with children's church and teach at Vacation 
Bible School. Dawson is growing and we have so many bright, young children. 
The kids alone are a great testimony to our church. 

Dawson Baptist Church is special to me because it is the church family I 
have always known. Whenever I am in church or at a church function I feel 
like I am a special part of an important whole. I have always felt accepted at 
this church no matter what. Dawson is my church family, but most of my 
actual family is there too. Almost all of my aunts and uncles and cousins 
atte~d Dawson as well as my grandparents, Paul and Lila Hale. It's a good 
feeling to be that close to your family. Dawson is the perfect definition of a 
little country church. Having grown up here I can't imagine being anywhere 
else than Dawson Baptist Church. 
Judy Marie Johnson 
1502 Clarksville Drive 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

I was reared at Dawson Baptist Church along with my parents, brother, 
sister, aunts and uncles, in short, a large part of my family were members of 
DBC. Probably, my first memories are those of being in Cousin Louise's 
Sunday School Class. I was a pretty good actor. I was Jesus breaking the fish 
and bread for the 5000, I was Joseph Jesus' earthly father, and I really had the 
Zacheaus song and gestures down pat. We lived Bible stories with real 
elements, at least the fish and cornbread. It was almost a "shame" to get 
promoted. Ed Moore was the next teacher I had and I always thought that he 
was the nicest man, old as my daddy but more like a regular friend. He was 
great. 

My next jump was when I was about to "get grown". Then we had RA's 
(Royal Ambassadors), and RA camps in the summer. I always "sucked it up" 
and stayed. I think I remember going with Billy Bruce Grimes, Little Robert 
Twisdale, Tony Hale, Billy Johnson, and others. Camp Caraway was the best. 
It was camping without bathrooms and "shew" hiking in the foothills, which 
seemed like mountains to me. Donald Whitehead went to camp with us one 
year and it seems that Paul and Lila Hale always carried us to camp in their 
" . fl stauon wagon . 

The pastor I remember the most was Gerald Lawton. I could relate the 
most to him. He was a heavy-set man who liked to laugh and have a good 

time. He's the one who set me firmly on the right path. I remember to this 
day, him telling me and everyone, that Jesus liked me and loved me just as I 
was. He already loved me and I didn't have to do anything, He just did. What 
a life-saver that was for me. I was twelve, slow to develop my talents (Ha, ha), 
but I knew I wanted Jesus. I was baptized by Gerald Lawton after coming 
before our church, nervous and unsure about what to say. Upon this late 
recollection, I called him Mr. Lawton. Ha, ha. I'll always remember him and 
Alice. 

I knew from that point in my life I was different, because I knew Jesus 
Christ who suffered so horribly to save me. Through high school and college, 
I_ always had a strong sense that more was expected of me; even during those 
times when I thought I should "taste the pleasures of the world". Had I stayed 
closer to my roots, I wonder how much farther along I'd be in my faith walk. I 
always had a safe "fall-back plan", my home church. 

I proceeded on with my life not realizing what resources and happiness I 
already had. After some poor and costly decisions that played our poorly, I 
began to look more closely at my spiritual life. It seemed I had nowhere else 
left to turn, but I knew to whom to turn. To this present day, I've always 
thought warmly and affectionately about my Church Family. It was always a 
safe place, being in God'_s family with those who had set such a good example 
for me. They were genu111e, car111g, friendly, godly men and women who 
somehow seemed different from all other men and women anywhere, 

As I have grown and been provided with further training in my faith, I am 
convinced to the depths of my heart and soul that there is no telling where I 
Would be today had I not come to know the goodness of Christ in my Church 
Family which provided me the opportunity to see the saving grace I received 
from God's son. He loved me "just as I was", and still does. I was more 
blessed than many other guys. I grew up in a church where everyone was really 
my family. After 51 years, I'm back in my Home Church. I believe I am, and 
have always been the most blessed person on the planet. A Grateful Brother in 
Christ, 
Joe Johnson 
10621 Thirteen Bridges Road 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

The old church was fine for a small group of people. We enjoyed each 
Other and tried to help one another. The church didn't have any heat, just a 



pot-bellied stove in the center of the main room where we all gathered for 
preaching. As we grew larger in number we had to think of a new church. 
With the pushing and encouragement of our then pastor, Mr. Yates Campbell, 
we started on finding a way to build and to get money to build. We had 
suppers for agriculture businesses and other things. Pledges from each 
member helped and the fundraisers. Vernon Weeks (Mr. 0. C. Weeks), Mrs. 
Jesse Holiday, Mrs. Louise Fields, and many others, wrote and asked all people 
and churches to help us by giving donations. Charlie Barnhill helped build the 
church by checking the builders. He and Mr. Campbell were always on hand 
plus all the men in the Sunday School class. The church was built and paid for 
in less than the 10 years that everyone thought. Our children were brought up 
in the new church. They were baptized in the church and went to church most 
of the time. As the boys were going to church services, Jerry always carried a 
little switch in his coat sleeve and if they began to talk or wiggle, he let that 
switch stick out of his sleeve. It worked wonders. Gerald Lawton had a lot of 
influence on our children. He took a lot of interest in the boys. He took them 
camping and clid other things with them that they enjoyed. He was young at 
the time. I don't remember who took the girls on trips, but they were not left 
out. We have had many good Christian pastors that helped us and the 
children. 
Peggy & Jerry Johnson 
5305 Highway 481 
Halifax, NC 27839 

My family and I are one of the "newer" members here at Dawson 
Church. James Lee, my husband, attended Dawson as a child with his sister 
Becky and cousins Vernon and Nannie Davis. 

We were members of Tillery Baptist church before we moved to Scotland 
Neck. We were looking for a church to attend. Hilton and Jimmy Ray came 
by and invited us to come to Dawson. That was the "best" thing we could 
have done. We loved the church and everyone there. It is such a friendly and 
loving church, they make everyone feel so welcome. 

James Lee clied 5 years ago. I am so happy to say he clied a good, 
Christian man. I give Hilton and Dawson Church so much creclit in their part 
in this. He loved this church so much. We had his funeral at Dawson. I felt 
that would have been the last place he wanted to go. 

Now all my children and grandchildren are attending Dawson Church. 
My daughter Jamie and her husband Gerald have joined Dawson. Their 
children Macon and J.D. also attend. My son Jim and his wife Jacgue and their 
children Zack and Max also attend Dawson. 

I know their "Daddy" is smiling down from heaven knowing we are all 
going to church together. I thank the Lord everyday for leading me and my 
family to this church. 
Pat Keeter 
315 West 12'h Street 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

My name is Angie Lee (White) Lawrence. I am one of the daughters of 
Margaret (Barnhill) White and James Eugene White who were lifetime 
members there. We lived in the area and attended services there. I accepted 
the Lord as my Savior while attending a revival when I was about twelve years 
old. 

I remember many very cold winters there as we all crowded around a 
large, wood burning stove in the middle of the building trying to keep warm, 
and hot summers with the windows raised trying to catch a breeze or two. 
There were three sections of benches, left, center and right. Back then the 
Women and children usually sat on the left and the men and older boys sat on 
the right. The choir had another section up front facing the pulpit. 

The special activities I remember most were the revivals and the Oyster 
Suppers. The revivals were held in summer and were guite interesting when 
sometimes people came who were not regulars in attendance, coming after a 
hard days work on the farm. 

The oyster supper was something special. It gave the young people, 
especially, another opportunity to get together. Everyone in the community, 
young and old, worked together preparing this. Some adults went through the 
area asking for donations of food or their help in preparing and serving the 
food. People came from many adjoining communities for supper on 
Thanksgiving night. There was barbegue, cold slaw, oysters, soft drinks, 
coffee, tea, chicken salad, crackers, cakes of all kinds, pies and Jello, all home 
made. After all were served any food left was auctioned off to make adclitional 
money. The funds were used for the annual donation to the Baptist 
Orphanage. This was truly a community effort. 



I married James Lewis Lawrence in 1944 and in 1949 we moved to 
Virginia, subsequently moving my church membership here. Over the years 
during my visits back to the area I have attended services there and appreciate 
the new building and additions. I also appreciate the decision to keep the old 
building as a social hall. Everytime I see it I am reminded of the times there as 
a child and young adult. 
Angie W. Lawrence 
2860 Flag Road 
Chesapeake, VA 23323 

My Great Granddaddy John Duke Lawrence helped to start Dawson 
Missionary Baptist Church. My Daddy James Douglas Lawrence was born and 
life-time member. James Douglas Lawrence married Grace Locke Lawrence 
and they had four children. Mary Lou Lawrence Harris now Jiving in Enfield. 
Marjorie Lawrence Taylor in Rocky Mount. Ann Douglas Thompson now 
lives in Oak City. Son Glenn Duke Lawrence now Jives in Rocky Mount. We 
were all raised in Dawson Church until we were married. Marjorie Lawrence 
was born in 1925. Rev. Kirkland was pastor. Then Rev. Crawford was the 
minister and married me May 28, 1944. 

Yes I remember the BYPU, oyster supper, Bible School. On the day of 
the oyster supper we worked all day. Making jello, chicken salad. We had a 
good time every Sunday with visiting after church. Every other Sunday we had 
church 2nd and 4th Sunday. 1st and 3rd Sunday we went to Free Will to 
church. In the summer we had joint Bible School. We enjoyed Sunday Schoo] 
out on the tree roots. I joined the church when Rev. Crawford was there when 
at a revival, the last week of August, each year. I joined the church at 1 O years 
old. Baptized at Hobgood church. 

Every Sunday my father would make us good built fires at church, so it 
would be warm in church for Sunday School. When my mother died in 1970, 
the funeral was held at the new church by Rev. Charles Bartholomew. My 
father James Douglas Lawrence died in 1984 and his funeral was in the 
church. Mother and Daddy sang in the choir, Daddy was a deacon. Mother 
was a member of WMU and choir. 

I remember how the visiting minister would stay at someone's house 
during revival and eat dinner and supper with different members of the 
church. Also our own minister and his family would eat at different members 
on Sunday afternoon. I continued to call Dawson my home church and I 

support it when I am called on to help. Dawson church has always been 
special to my family. Yes I remember the jellies and relish. Rev. Haynes was 
minister at Dawson when Glenn Duke Lawrence joined the church one Sunday 
night, not during a revival. Glenn helped mother clean the church and would 
carry flowers in for her to place on the altar. Glenn married Carolyn Savage 
and they had two girls. They would come the one week of Bible School each 
year. Our family has fond memories of Dawson Baptist Church, and we still 
enjoy going to church but over they years we belong to other churches and it is 
hard to miss going to your present church. 
Marjorie Lawrence Taylor and Glenn Duke Lawrence 
118 Falcon Court 
Rocky Mount, NC 27801 

My name is Durwood C. Lewis. My wife, Myrtie M. Lewis, and I moved 
to the Moonlight Community in January 1979 and have resided here ever since. 

We attended Dawson Baptist Church several years before deciding to ask 
to be accepted as members. This we did, I believe the year was 1993, and were 
accepted by transfer of church Jetter from Tillery Baptist Church. We have 
remained as members since that time. 

I was later elected to serve as Deacon and was ordained November 5t1i 
199 5 by Rev. Todd Royal. ' 

My daughter-in-law, Rachelle Knox Lewis, grandsons Jeremy and Chase 
Lewis and granddaughter Shelley Lewis are also members of Dawson Baptist 
Church. They were each accepted by confession of faith and baptized at 
Dawson Baptist Church. 

The pastors whom I remember as having served at Dawson Baptist are 
Rev. John Thompson, Rev. Rix Mustian (supply), Rev. Tim Rogers, Rev. Earl 
Vautin (supply), Rev. Todd Royal, and Rev. HiltonJeffreys. George Jeffreys 
preached revival and on other special occasions. 

I view all of these men as very fine gentlemen who have performed an 
excellent service for the Lord. Every sermon I have heard them preach was 
true gospel and gave me a spiritual uplifting. 

I think the music programs are great. The piano, organ, and flute playing 
are very enjoyable. The choir, the Christmas cantata, and other special singing 
Is always inspiring and a pleasure to hear. 

Special dinners are always something I look forward to. There is always 
plenty of excellent food which I believe is enjoyed by everyone. 



Some of my favorite memories at Dawson Baptist Church are of 
becoming a member there and being elected and ordained as Deacon, and 
special memories of all the members and friends who attended our soth 
Wedding Anniversary Celebration which was given by our children, Durwood 
Wayne Lewis, Floyd Thomas Lewis, Iris Anita Lewis Moore, and Shelly Jean 
Lewis Davis at the Dawson Church Community Building on September 28, 
1996. 

Dawson Baptist Church is special to me because it offers me a church 
with a home church atmosphere where I can attend worship services among 
friends and family. I can always depend on hearing a great sermon by our very 
excellent pastor, Rev. Hilton Jeffreys. 

I believe the new building addition is a God Sent Blessing which will be 
utilized by the present generation and by future generations for many years to 
come. 

May God Bless Dawson Baptist Church. 
Durwood Lewis 
4329 Moonlight Road 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

I have been going to Dawson Baptist for about 25 years. For 22 of these 
years I have been a member. Rev. Bob Bedford was pastor at the time and was 
the one who baptized me. We have had a lot of pastors since I first started, 
Tom Henderson, Terry Pricherd,John Thompson, Todd Royal, Tim Rogers, 
and Hilton Jeffreys. They were all great. I think Dawson grew some with 
every pastor. Each one gave us something special of themselves that helped us 
grow into a very special church. My most special memories in this church have 
been my own baptism along with those of my children. John Thompson 
baptized Jeremy, Shelley was baptized by Todd Royal, and Chase by Hilton. 

We are truly blessed to have Hilton Jeffreys as our pastor now. He has 
been with us for six or seven years. We really love him, his wife Amy, and their 
children, Kaitlyn and Kyndall. They are very special to me. They have always 
been there for me and my family when we needed them. With the Lord 
working through Hilton and Amy our church is better than it has ever been, a 
very special place to worship, with loving, caring people. 
Rachelle Lewis 
P. 0. Box 345 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

Dawson Church, 
You will find enclosed a check to be given to the Building Fund for the 

Dawson's Baptist Church. I am to understand that you are going to expand the 
church's physical facility. This is to be given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. 
Sunmons Sr. and in honor of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Simmons Jr. 

I.have some lasting memories of this church and its congregation during 
my childhood. I can remember attending Vacation Bible School, assisting my 
grandmother with farm sales that were held there and attending Sunday school 
and church. This was the church that my mother grew up in and founded the 
strong Christian faith that she in turn gave to her children. 

I hope that this gift will allow your church to continue to grow in your 
effort to expand to provide Christian education and to continue the work that 
our Lord Jesus Christ would have us do. 
Sincerely, 
Dr. and Mrs. Billy Manning (son of Joan Simmons Manning) 
P.O. Box 356 
Stantonsburg, N.C. 27883 

I was very young but I remember my brother James Lee Keeter, my 
cousins Vernon, Davis and Nannie Price and myself would walk from Balfour 
Dunn's Farm to church. We were always ready to come I am sure. 

1 remember Mr. Reginald Alston as Santa Claus and would give me a gift. 
1 Was always excited. 

. One of the kindness I remember was when my grandmother, Leah Price 
died that Mr. And Mrs. Owen Weeks took me to their home and 1 was so 
excited to see my first foot stool and 1 declared that one day I'd have one. 
Today, I have two. 

I remember Mrs. Undine Barnhill as my teacher in several classes and she 
taught me from junior high through graduation. 

I remember Mrs. Fields having her pretty daffodils and we went to her 
home once for an Easter egg hunt. 

I remember the really pretty hats that Virginia and Dallas Moore used to 
Wear. I thought they were the prettiest ladies I had ever seen! 

The love in the church has been with me all my life. I can feel it now. 
Becky Keeter Martin 
614 Roanoke Street 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 



I grew up a member of Dawson Grove Free Will Baptist Church located 
at Moonlight. When I was a teenager our church and Dawson had Vacation 
Bible School alternating each year. That way we were able to get acquainted. 

I joined Dawson Church about 1980. 
Music has always been a big part of my worship and my life. I was able to 

play piano at an early age for my church and then the organ. Since I have been 
at Dawson Church, I have directed choir, played the piano and the organ 
whenever needed. I have also been a Sunday School teacher. I helped with 
Dawson's VBS and worked with the youth. 

In the past few years I have seen our church grow spiritually as well as in 
numbers. God has really blessed our church with sweet fellowship among our 
members. I always enjoy seeing those who work with the children and are 
teaching them the Word of God. 
Jean H. Moore 
163 Minnow Lane 
Enfield, N.C. 27823 

Our family moved to Scotland Neck (Moonlight) in late summer of 1975. 
Gloria and Craig Perry were very active in Dawson Baptist Church at that time 
and invited us to Sunday School and Church. Even though my membership 
was still with the Enfield Baptist Church, I decided to give it a try. It is hard to 
believe that was almost thirty (30) years ago! I have many fond memories of 
our wonderful pastors and various church activities which were enjoyed by my 
family. I hold dear, fond memories of friends at my church who have touched 
my life over the years and the lives of my children. For these blessings I am 
thankful. 

William Medlin was our pastor in 1975 when I first attended Dawson's. 
Our ladies Sunday School class was taught by Gloria Perry and she was indeed 
an excellent teacher. At that time we did not have an abundance of children as 
we do today. Shannon was just five years old and Amanda was about nine (9) 
months old. I could almost count the other children in our church on two 
hands .I remember Susan, Stavie and Jim Simmons; Dennis and Joe Holliday, 
Yvonne and Gordon Perry, Tammy and Keith Perry and Davie Hale. My, we 
have really g-r-o-w-n over the years. God is truly working at Dawson Baptist 
Church. 

Mrs. Louise Fields was Shannon's first Sunday School teacher at 
Dawson's. She enjoyed teaching the children about Jesus and was notorious 

for the song and story of Zaccheus. My girls still remember her true gift of 
hos~itality and her annual fall celebration in late October. She had a way of 
making each child feel "special" and all of our children loved Mrs. Fields. 

Jimmy Simmons, holds a special place in Shannon's heart. Over the years 
"Mr. Jimmy" was never too busy to pass out a hug or to give a few words of 
encouragement. Shannon always saw him as a gentle, kind, Christian man. This 
past December when she was home visiting, Shannon didn't get too busy to 
stop by Mr. Jimmy's home to give him a hug and express her sincere 
appreciation for the difference he made in her life as a child. 

Mr. Tom Moore seemed to take a special liking to my son, Ace. When 
Ace was about three or four years old, Mr. Moore would stop by our home on 
the weekends and drop off goody bags from the Moonlight Convenient Mart. 
In the summer months, we'd often come home from work to find a nice, ripe 
Watermelon on the porch and we knew that Mr. Moore had dropped by. He 
greeted us each and every Sunday morning with a big smile as he passed out 
the church bulletins. Mr. Moore was usually successful at coaxing Ace and 
either Jerry Wilson or Lee Hale to take up the church offerings. 

Mrs. Ethel Roof was a dear friend of mine for many, many, years. I knew 
her long before I came to Dawson's, as she and Clifton owned and operated a 
Jewelry store in Enfield. Mrs. Roof was such a pretty, classy lady, dressed to 
the "T" from head to toe. She always wore a beautiful smile and had a story to 
tell each Sunday. With her wonderful personality and her love for people, she 
made everyone feel welcome at our church. 

In 1980 Bob Belford became our pastor at Dawson's. Over the years we 
Were blessed with many fine godly men to lead our church. I well remember 
Tom Henderson, Terry Prichard, Rix Mustain (interim), John Thompson, Tim 
Rogers and Todd Royal. With each transition I was sad to see them depart; 
however, we were always blessed with another leader who in a very short time 
became near and dear to our church family. 

. During Tom J-lenderson's tenure (1983-84), we were sharing our pastor 
With the Baptist Church in Halifax, NC. Tom and his wife, Vicki, did not have 
any children and they grew especially fond of my daughter, Amanda, and also 
Sugar Hale. J can remember Amanda and Sugar having sleepovers on Friday 
nights at Tom and Vicki's home in Halifax. Where have the years gone?? It 
seems like only yesterday that Amanda and Sugar were young girls, busily 
preparing to teach their Sunday School lesson for the next day or making their 
Posters or charts for Bible School. 



Also during Tom's tenure he started a Youth Group on Sunday evenings 
at the church in Halifax and invited the youth from Dawsons to attend. I can 
remember taking Shannon there on Sunday evenings to enjoy the youth bible 
study and fellowship. 

Terry Pritchard joined us at Dawson's in 1984. I remember Terry as such 
a kind, caring man. He came to our rescue on more than one occasion when 
we had a sick or hurt beagle and Sonny was out of town. My children and I 
found comfort in his concern, support and friendship. 

Over the years, all three of my children joined Dawson Baptist Church 
and were baptized there. We have such fond memories of: 
Vacation Bible Schools Children's Christmas Programs 
Church Revivals Baby and Bridal Showers and Weddings 
Puppet Shows Covered dish dinners (with Lila Hale's 
Jam & Relish Sales delicious chicken n'pastry) 
Angel Trees Care packages for the college students 
Oyster Suppers Collecting recipes for our cookbook, 
Decorating the Christmas Tree Feeding the Flock 
in the Fellowship Building 

Some of Amanda's fondest childhood memories are centered around 
activities with the Hale family (Nancy, Charles, Davie, Sugar, West and Emily), 
both inside and outside of church. She and Sugar Hale (Edwards) were best of 
buddies for many, many years. Today they still share a common interest as 
they each raise their children in Christian homes and both remain active in 
church. 

Sonny's mother, Annie Sue Padgette, relocated from Bethel, NC to 
Scotland Neck (Moonlight), in 1985 following the loss of her father. Mrs. 
Padgette chose Dawson Baptist as her home church and quickly came to love 
the pastor and the members. One of her favorite parts of the church service 
was hearing Judy Hale play the piano so beautifully, accompanied by Jean 
Moore on the organ. Mrs. Padgette made many friends at Dawson's, as well as 
in the community. She and her dear friend, Peggy Johnson, shared the same 
birthday-April 16th. (We never could figure out how in this world she could 
remember so many birthdays). She truly believed it was better to give than to 
receive. Visitors never left her home empty handed - she shared her lovely 
flowers and fresh vegetables in the summer months and her pumpkin pies and 
shelled pecans in the fall. God was the role model in her life. She prayed daily 
for her pastor and her church family. 

In 1990 we welcomed Tim Rogers as our pastor. I remember Tim for his 
great big smile, his wit and his charm. Tim enjoyed sports and my husband, 
Sonny, invited him to join the men's softball team in Scotland Neck. Amanda 
and Ace usually accompanied Sonny to his ballgames and they too learned to 
know and to love Tim. 

Todd Royal joined our church in 1993. Todd was handsome and athletic 
and he soon became Ace's buddy. I can remember Ace riding his bike to the 
parsonage to play basketball with Todd and John Cooper. Todd was good to 
our family. When Ace had an accident and broke both wrists, Todd sat by his 
side one afternoon so that I could go to my office and catch up on paperwork. 
I was thankful for the relationship Ace had with Todd at such an 
unpressionable age. 

Over the past eight years during Hilton's tenure, we have seen so much 
growth and so many changes at Dawson Baptist Church. Many new and 
wonderful programs have been established for the children, as well as the 
adults (G.A.'s, R.A.'s, Children's Church, Conquering Chemical Dependency 
Classes, Men and Women's Bible Study), just to name a few. Our new addition 
to the church building is being well utilized as we continue to grow. We thank 
God for the lives that are being changed at Dawson Baptist Church. To God 
Be the Glory. 
Leona B. Padgette 
11300 13 Bridges Road 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

I am proud to be a third generation Perry at Dawson Baptist Church. I 
first went to Sunday School with my Granddaddy Marcus Perry who picked me 
up on Sundays. Granddaddy Marcus Perry was a leader in the church for 
rnany, many years. He was a Deacon for years, Sunday School Superintendent, 
and led the songs. My father and mother, Winston and Reba Perry, were hard 
workers for the church for the many years that they were members. Daddy 
Was a Deacon. I was an active Deacon for several years and Sunday School 
Superintendent. My wife, Patsy Perry, was baptized by Mr. Medlin in our 
church. Our two children, Keith and Tammy, were also baptized by Mr. 
Medlin. Our daughter, Tammy, went on two missionary trips. The first was to 
China for six weeks. She then went to Africa for 1 1 /2 years with the loving 
help of our church. Money was raised with suppers, a pig-pickin, and other 
events. 



One of our favorite things in the past was the oyster supper. We all 
enjoyed it, especially my mother, who enjoyed decorating and socializing with 
Ethel Johnson. One Thanksgiving, our son Keith, asked why we never had 
turkey at Thanksgiving. Of course, we ate at the oyster supper and were 
preparing for it all day Thanksgiving. There was no time for turkey at our 
house on Thanksgiving! 

My favorite person that worked with our youth was Mrs. Louise Fields. 
She had a special way with our youth. The thing that is so special to Patsy and 
me about our church family is the way they are always there in time of needs 
with their loving prayers and support. We especially remember this in our 
family when Patsy had cancer surgery. There is a special reminder of our 
family in Dawson Baptist Church. There is a window honoring my 
granddaddy and grandmother, Marcus and India Wilkerson Perry. Our first 
granddaughter, India, was named after my grandmother. This is special to us. 
Don and Patsy Perry 
21270 Highway 125 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

Every time I pass Dawson Baptist Church, I am so thankful for the 
training and love I received from my first church family. I especially remember 
being a member of Mrs. Louise Field's Sunday School Class and all the 
Christmas plays directed by Mrs. Lila Hale. There were so many people who 
contributed to my growth as a Christian. I am glad the church is growing 
under your leadership. The new addition looks wonderful and was much 
needed, I'm sure. 

I would like to make this contribution in memory of my grandparents, Mr. 
Owen C. Weeks and Mrs. Vernon S. Weeks, who loved Dawson's Church and 
who gave many years of service there. I wish that I could do more, but my 
church is also involved in a building program. We celebrated our 20th 
anniversary in September, and we just completed our sanctuary. 

I wish many years of continued growth and success in furthering the 
kingdom of God. I do hope the congregation will continue to find a useful 
purpose for the original church structure. It means a lot to see that part of 
Dawson's history remain in tact. 

Thank you again for your service to the community and our Lord. 
Love in Christ, 
Linda Weeks Peterson 
9812 Longford Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27615 

We joined Dawson Baptist Church in September of 1996. At the time 
Cassidy was a baby. It was a small country church with a small 
congregation. Everyone was so warm and welcoming and we instantly felt a 
part of the church family. Todd Royal was the pastor at the time. He was sort 
of a "gentle giant" type and always full of energy and a big smile. He baptized 
us on September 29 1996. Nate and I were baptized together and it was so 
special to be able to experience that together. When we first came to Dawson 
I believe there were two other young couples other than Nate and I. 
Since then it has been awesome to watch the growth! Hilton and Amy came to 
our church and we made two good friends. One of my fondest memories is of 
the year that Amy and I put on the Christmas program entitled "Christmas in 
the City." It featured "Uncle Ule" which was Nate (my northern born husband) 
as the old redneck hillbilly that tells the Christmas story to the children. He 
should of gotten an Emmy for that performance. It was very funny. We still 
talk about it from time to time. There have been so many good memones of 
years past at Dawson that I can hardly write it all down. It has truly been a 
blessing to be a part of this church and to watch God's hand .at work_ in the 
growth within the church body itself which has resulted ill this beautiful new 
addition. 
Nate, Michelle and Cassidy Robertson 
1924 Clarksville Drive 
Scotland Neck 27874 

Congratulations Dawson Baptist Church! You certainly have a lovely 
church to be proud of. Although some thought I was a member while growing 
up, I was never a member. My parents and 1 were Methodist and belonged to 
Whitakers Chapel Church. We went to your church on Sundays ~vhen _our 
church did not have services. I now am a member of St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church in Rocky Mount. 
Julia Barnhill Shearin 
30t North Taylor Street 
Rocky Mount, NC 27804 



My earliest memories of Dawson Baptist Church are of around 1945 or 
'46 When I was about 6 years old. The Church then was what is now the 
Community Building ... We had wide board pine floors, two very large wood 
heaters sitting out in the congregational area to help keep us warm in the 
winter. Outside the ladies' toilet was an outhouse on the left or west side and 
the men's outhouse was on the right or east side of the building-both astride 
a small ditch a few feet behind the Church. As I grew older I remember Mr. 
Ray Barnhill being called on often to pray and he was a short gentleman who 
would put his head back and pray long prayers of thanksgiving and appeals for 
mercy for us all. The first Preacher I remember was Mr. Haynes whom we 
shared with Hobgood Baptist Church since 
we could not afford a preacher of our own. My Sunday School teacher as a 
child was Mrs. Louise Fields and she was a wonderfully loving person for all us 
little ones teaching us about and cajoling us to be like Jesus. I remember Bible 
School and making things at Dawson and at the Dawson Grove Free Will 
Baptist Church at Moonlight-we alternated having Bible School every year 
and I went until I was in the 8th grade in school! 

I remember accepting Jesus Christ as my savior during a August Revival 
led by a Pastor Eason when I was about 12 or 13 years old; and I felt the tug of 
the Holy Spirit move me to come forward even though I was embarrassed and 
scared to stand up and come to the front. Later Alice Partin and I and some 
others were baptized by Rev. Haynes in the baptismal in Hobgood as we had 
no baptismal in Dawson. 

I remember feeling so much like I was growing up when I finally was on 
the committee that opened the church by myself and built the fires to warm the 
place early on Sunday mornings. As a child I remember going to the old 
school building up the long lane across the road from the church where my 
Mother helped the ladies clean up the abandoned building for the Oyster 
Supper-I stayed in the old school library and found some books I learned to 
love like ones with Beowolf and other myths like Jason and the Golden Fleece, 
etc. The Oyster Supper was a magical time when our small community was 
flooded by people from all around even as far a way as Ahoskie, Rocky Mount, 
and Raleigh! I was so proud when I could finally sell drinks and have to reach 
into the freezing water to Pull out a Pepsi Cola, Coke Cola, or Big Orange to 
help fill someone's order. All the young ladies: Lila Barnhill (Hale), Peggy 
Weeks Qohnson), Marie DeBerry (White) and others would be waitresses and 

take orders for stewed oysters, Brunswick stew, and bar-be-que-all of which 
Was made locally. 

As a teenager I remember the long discussions in church session about 
whether to build a new building or to renovate the old Church ... I won't say 
who was passionately for what plan, but I remember! I even remember Mr. 
Charlie Barnhill supervising our building the church and I nailed rafters on the 
highest point of the church building. The Sunday School class I was in from 
teenager through college was the Young Men's class led by Preacher White and 
We had very good discussions in that class which set standards for Sunday 
School for me throughout my adult life. 

My father and mother, Murray and Marjorie Simmons, my brother Bill 
Simmons, my Uncle Jimmy and Aunt Theresa Simmons, my Uncle Owen and 
Aunt Vernon Weeks; cousins Jimmy Simmons, Peggy and James Weeks were 
my family who belonged to Dawson Baptist Church. 

Standards set in children's, young people and adult Sunday School, how to 
appreciate and care for the Church, food that was the best in the world on 
Bomecomings---these set the standards I have as to how Church should be, 
and the way Rev. Yates Campbell loved my Daddy in to committing to Christ 
Is a standard I have for a Minister even now. Thank you people of Dawson 
Community and Dawson Baptist Church for being my inspiration, my 
conscienscious, and my family. 
(Eugene M, Jr.) Gene Simmons 
3 Gathering Place 
Raleigh, NC 27602 

My name is Ann Douglas Lawrence Thompson. I was born in 1933 to 
Douglas and Grace Lawrence, the third of their four children. My siblings are 
Mary Lou Lawrence Harris, Marjorie Lawrence Taylor, and Glenn Duke 
Lawrence. My grandfather was John Duke Lawrence and my grandmother was 
Mollie Edwards Lawrence who were some of the founding members of 
Dawson Baptist Church. I lived in Dawson Crossroads all my life and attended 
J:?awson Baptist Church every time the door was open. I was also there many 
times when it wasn't, helping my Daddy build fire in the two pot bellied wood 
stoves during the winter before Sunday School and Church began. 

I joined Dawson Baptist Church in August 1944 during a revival. Since 
the church didn't have a baptistery, I was baptized in Hobgood Baptist Church 
by the Rev. Grady Haynes who was pastor of Dawsons at the time. Dawson 



Baptist, Hobgood Baptist and Halifax Baptist were all under the same charge 
and the preacher lived in the parsonage in Hobgood. We only had church 
servic.es on the z= and 4th Sundays, but we had Sunday School every Sunday 
morning. The Rev. Bearden, Rev. Bartholomew and Rev. Kreamer, not in this 
order so much as just who I remember. Many Sundays, the preacher ate dinner 
at our house or someone's in the community. My Daddy always planted a large 
garden and he made sure the preacher's freezer and pantry was as full as ours. 

When I was growing up in the church, I went to Bible School and had 
Louise Fields and Undine Barnhill as teachers. We always had a recess with 
refre_shments being served by the women in the community such as Mrs. Mary 
Holliday, Mrs. Owen Weeks, Mrs. Grace Lawrence, Mrs. Margaret White, and 
Mrs. Gattie Barnhill. I also was in Christmas programs and remember Santa 
Claus always giving me a bag of fruit. 

I started playing the piano in Church as a teenager for Dawson Baptist 
had a good group of teenagers who made up a big choir. We practiced each 
week and living in th~ country, we would go to the Tastee-Freeze after practice 
on a hay nde. Boy this was fun! The Oyster Supper was something we young 
people looked forward to every Thanksgiving. We would spend the day 
cleaning up the old school building where the Oyster Supper was held back 
then. We fixed the tables and a place for the auction to be held after the 
s~pper. Everyone worked hard at this and my Mama made chicken salad along 
with others and if any was left over from the supper it was auctioned off. 

My Daddy was a lifelong Deacon and my mother was a member of the 
WMU as long as I can remember. These meetings were held in the homes in 
the community during the winter months because the Church didn't have heat. 
I am thankful that I was raised in a Christian home. 

Dawson Baptist Church is special to me because that is where I first 
accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior which has helped me grow and 
continue to be a Christian. The relationships made at Dawson are still special 
and I cherish them dearly! 
Ann Douglas Lawrence Thompson 
5968 NC 903 
Oak City, NC 27857 

Dawson Baptist Church will always be dear in my heart as I started at 
such an early age. I first went to Dawson in 1932. My parents and I lived in 

Whitakers. We would visit Mr. And Mrs. Marcus W. Perry, Sr., my 
grandmother and step grandfather. 

As a child, with his booming voice, I thought Mr. Perry was boss of the 
church and my parents in later years kidded me about this. 

. !he preacher always had Sunday dinner with one of the congregations, at 
this time he was "Mr. Kirk" and he lived in Halifax. On one occasion after 
church Mr. Kirk started to enter a car and Mr. Perry said rather sharply, "Here, 
Kirk! You get in this car." This stuck with me and my parents kidded me 
about mocking him. He himself drove a one seated Model T Ford Coupe. 
The spare tire was welded on by a "Y" shaped rack. 

I went to Dawson School across the road from the church and each year 
wh~n I made my grade, I moved over one row of seats. J oAnn Simmons, the 
T\.VJsdales, Sories, Whites, etc. 

I never missed but one "Oyster Supper" for the Children's Home. That 
Was when I was in the Air Force. We had it in the school and "Preacher" 
White 0.E. White,Jr.) and I looked after the soft drinks at the front door on 
sorne cold Thanksgiving nights. 

8. 
. During Fall Revival one year about 1938-39 Landon Lawrence and myself 

Hung on different pews went forward and professed and gave our life to 
Christ. We had never even discussed it. We were baptized by the Rev. C.E. 
Crawford. 

I rode my bicycle to Sunday School and stopped by for Landon and 
Harris Pope (Bruce) and that road to Moonlight was really one wash-board. 

Dawson Church did not have a baptistery so we were baptized in Enfield 
Baptist Church one Sunday night. 

The church and Oyster Supper and the congregation were always very 
dear to me. And in the last years of the Oyster Supper, I was very flattered 
When Paul Hale, Jr. asked me to auction off the surplus food that was left. 
l'ravis Uzzell 
P.o. Box 338 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

My name is Brenda White Waddell, and I started attending Dawson 
Baptist Church as an infant in 1963 with my parents, "Preacher" (Eugene) and 
Marie White, and my older sister, Kaye. I attended there until I left for college 
in August of 1981. Of course, it seems that half of the church membership at 
th . e tune was somehow related to me as both of my grandmothers, Margaret 



White and Maude DeBerry, many great-aunts and great-uncles, and a lot of 
cousins attended Dawson also. At that time, I recall that the church was called 
Dawson Missionary Baptist Church. Some of my first memories of attending 
church were of being in Mrs. Louise Fields primary class. Aunt Louise (my 
great-aunt) could make any Bible story come "alive" for little children. When 
we learned the story of the Good Samaritan, Aunt Louise and my classmates 
acted out the story. I played the part of the injured man and Aunt Louise 
played the part of a donkey by getting on her hands and knees and riding me 
on her back to the inn. (She was in her 60's at the time!) Another time she 
made a house out of cardboard where the man was lowered through the ceiling 
in order to see Jesus and be healed. Aunt Louise had a large raised sandbox in 
her room, and it often became the scene of re-enactments of events that 
happened in the desert. Aunt Louise had a true gift for working with children! 

Another vivid memory I have from when I was very young was that Rev. 
Bearden always wore a white carnation on his lapel when he preached. After 
church service, he would often give the flower to me. I treasured those flowers 
and looked forward to receiving them. 

When I was growing up, we only had church services twice a month as we 
shared a pastor with Halifax Baptist Church. On warm Sundays when we did 
not have church service, the children played dodge ball on the front lawn while 
the adults lingered after Sunday Schoo] and talked. 

I also recall attending many sessions of Vacation Bible School. Most of 
the mothers were stay-at-home moms then, and VBS was held in the morning. 
I remember Mrs. Lila Hale leading us in music. I also recall that various church 
members would sign up to bring refreshments, and that we children loved 
running out under the big old magnolia trees to see what people would serve us 
that day! The snacks were often served from the top of the trunk of the 
person's car! On Fridays at VBS, we had lunch in the Community Building and 
all the parents came. As I grew older, I stayed active in VBS by teaching the 
crafts to the younger children who were attending VBS. 

If the church doors were open, my family was usually there! It seems my 
family always sat on the fourth pew from the front on the left. Other families 
also had specific spots where they sat, and you could tell who was missing just 
by looking at the pews! I recall that for many years Dad was the Sunday 
School director as well as the teacher of the men's class. Mom helped in a lot 
of the "behind the scenes" activities such as preparing for baptismal services, 
checking on the church cleaning supplies/bathroom supplies, preparing 

communion trays/bread, helping with various fund-raisers and fellowships, and 
cleaning the community building for church fellowships, family reunions etc. 
She was also the assistant church clerk for many years, and Dad served on the 
Board of Deacons numerous times and on a lot of pastor search committees! 

Revival services were usually in August, and I remember attending those 
and occasionally having the guest pastors at our home for dinner. Some of the 
revival speakers were missionaries to foreign countries, and I liked hearing 
stories about their work. We had several pastors during the years I was at 
Dawson, and each helped me grow spiritually. Because of the teachings I 
received at church and at home, I accepted Christ as my savior when I was in 
5th grade, and was baptized at Dawson. 

Oyster Suppers were a big event at Thanksgiving. Everyone helped out. 
On Thanksgiving morning, I would often accompany my grandmother, 
Margaret White, to the community building to grind cabbage to prepare slaw. 
Later in the morning, my mom would go down to begin other preparations and 
Would return right after lunch to prepare other food. During the Oyster 
Supper, young children had the job of cleaning off the tables after people ate 
While teenagers and young adults served as waiters and waitresses. The adults 
cooked the food and prepared the plates. Those who did not like oysters could 
order chicken salad or some of Don Perry's barbequed chicken. The ladies of 
the church made a wide variety of desserts to sell, and they were delicious! The 
people of Dawson have always been noted for their ability to cook! People 
ca~e from all over to eat, and all the profit was sent to support the Baptist 
Children's Homes and the Baptist Retirement Homes. Oyster Suppers were 
truly a special time, and I worked at every one even after I left for college. I 
Was sad when they were discontinued. 

Christmas was also a special time for children as the children put on 
Christmas plays each year. We often recreated the Christmas story complete 
WJth costumes. The very young children were usually angels while older 
children had the roles of wise men, Joseph and Mary, the innkeeper and so 
forth. Then we adjourned to the community building where a very tall 
Christmas tree was always in the corner. There we sang Christmas carols, 
children sometimes performed skits, and all the children waited anxiously for 
an appearance from Santa who gave a gift to each child. Sunday School 
teachers often received a gift too. Afterwards, there were refreshments for 
everyone and a time of fellowship. 



Because our church membership was small when I was in elementary and 
high school, there was no children's choir so I joined the adult choir at an early 
age (probably 6th or 7m grade). The adult choir usually had a dozen or fewer 
members, and I was the youngest member for many years. I rode to Monday 
night choir practice "with my grandmother, Margaret White, my great-aunt 
Sarah House, and Euphamy Twisdale and her youngest daughter, Patricia, who 
was a few years older than me. 

When I moved to Raleigh to attend college and subseguently stayed there 
to work after college, I became very active in another church. However, 
Dawson was still important to me, and Craig and I were married there in 
September of 1991. The Community Building was in the process of having air 
conditioning installed, so we were the last couple to have a wedding reception 
without air conditioning (and it was a very hot day!) Dawson has always had a 
special place in my heart, and I believe the Christian teachings I received there 
have helped me to become the person I am today. I also believe that the 
examples I saw of adults giving of their time to serve in various church roles 
has had a positive influence on me as I am very active in my home church in 
Wilmington, NC. I enjoy visiting when we come to see my parents, both of 
whom are still active in the church. It is heartwarming to see all the new faces 
and to reconnect with people who attended Dawson when I was younger. I 
have also enjoyed having my oldest son, Austin, attend VBS there two years 
ago, and he has also participated in other special activities. I hope that Austin 
and my youngest son Weston will both be able to participate in activities held 
in the new facility. 

I recall many of the milestones of Dawson, and one of those occurred in 
the 1980's when Halifax and Dawson decided to have church services every 
Sunday. This decision ended a long tradition of sharing a pastor. Since the 
joint pastor lived at a parsonage in Halifax, deciding to have a full-time pastor 
at Dawson also meant securing a parsonage and having a pastor live in the 
immediate community! Since that time, the church has really grown, and it is 
great to see so many people attending services and participating in activities. 
Today, when the Education Building is dedicated, the church will celebrate 
another important milestone! I offer my congratulations to the church 
members for having the foresight and trust to build this beautiful facility! I 
know that my great-great grandparents who donated the original land for the 
church many years ago would be pleased to see the church thriving today. 

It means so much to me that their vision for a church in the Dawson 
community is still being realized today! May God's blessing be with you 
always! 
Sincerely, 
Brenda White Waddell 
3020 Russelborough Drive 
Willmington, NC 28405 

I was raised in this church until I was thirteen years old, then we moved 
to Edgecombe County. I joined this church when I was twelve years old. 

My parents who were Anna Fleming and Sidney Partin were members. 
Also my brothers, May, Loyd, Edward,John,Joe,Jim, Will, and my sister 
Isabel Partin. 

Mr. J .T. Kirk was pastor. Mr. Marcus Percy was Superintendent of 
Sunday School. I remember Mrs. Zora Pope played the piano, Mrs. Lillian 
Butts was my Sunday school teacher and Sunbeam teacher. 

I remember Weston Weeks would walk at least a mile to church in winter 
to build a fire in the wood stove so the church would be warm for service. 

Dawson church is special to me because it was my home church and I like 
to reminisce about my childhood days at Dawson Baptist Church. 
Carrie Partin Walston 
8096 US Highway 258 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

Me and Roland joined the church on May 29, 1983. Rev. Bob Belford 
~as pastor. Roland loved everyone. He did what he could for the church. He 
liked going. He said we had the best choir. He liked their singing. I also do 
too. 

He has gone on with the Lord on May 9, 1992. He is gone but not 
forgotten. I know he is at rest with the Lord. Hope to meet him one day. 
'That will be a glorious day. He has been gone 13 years. With the Lord's help 
and the prayers at Dawson Baptist Church have helped a lot. I want to thank 
all of you for being good to me. The Lord will bless you all. My family has 
helped me a lot. Thanks to them and my friends. 

1 will be 85 April 15. Thank the Lord everyday. I live one day at a time. 
And with the help of family and friends and all the church people. I love all of 
You. 



I read my Bible daily and pray. I like the preacher and wife and family. 
May God bless them and all they do. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Walston 
3296 Mary Chapel Road 
Halifax, NC 27839 

Clifton and Ethel Roof were members at Dawson Baptist Church for 
many years. When they moved from Enfield (where they were jewelry store 
merchants for forty-nine years) to Scotfield, they were happy and satisfied to 
find a Southern Baptist church nearby. 

Through the years, they participated in Sunday School and church services 
and other activities. As their children, we were invited to the oyster supper. 
We attended several times and brought Mrs. Virginia Walston (mother-in-law) 
with us one time. What a great fellowship! 

Ethel enjoyed her last teaching class of fifth graders. She held other 
teaching positions. She also contributed to the flowers for worship service. 
Clifton was a deacon and participated in men's responsibility things like the 
"bell project." 

In their last years of life, their Sunday School classes frequently 
remembered them with cards that each member signed, visits, and food. 

At their deaths, requests were made for the Building Fund, in lieu of 
flowers. 

This church and its people will always bring fond memories of our 
parents. 
William & Linda Walston 
108 Holland Drive 
Goldsboro, NC 27530 

My Grandfather, William Burton Barnhill, made the wine for the church 
communion service. I was told that one morning at the end of the 11 AM 
Revival Service, everyone had left the church but my Grandfather and the 
visiting minister. It was a Monday morning and Grandma had stayed home to 
do the Monday washing. My Grandfather invited the minister home with him 
for dinner. 

Grandma was upset as she had not prepared dinner. Granddaddy told her 
not to be upset, he would go to the smokehouse and slice some ham. She 
could cook the ham and some biscuits. He told her if the minister is a 

Christian, ~a_t will be good enough. If he isn't a Christian, it will be good, too. 
Many of William Burton Barnhill's descendents are active in the church today. 

. My mother was Margaret Barnhill. She married my father,James Eugene 
White, ill 1923. I have four sisters. Our parents took us to Dawson Church 
from the time we were babies. 

The first job I had at the church, I rode my bicycle to Dawson from 
White's Cross Roads and built fires in the tin heaters in the four Sunday School 
rooms. Later I helped park the cars at the Oyster Supper at the Dawson 
School House. 

I accepted Christ as my Savior when I was 12 years old. I was baptized in 
t~e Enfield Baptist Church by our pastor, Rev. C.E. Crawford, as our church 
did not have a baptistery. 

. . I was ordained a deacon when I was 18 years old. It has been my 
pnvilege to serve as a deacon and a trustee. I am now teaching the Men's 
Sunday School Class. 
James Eugene "Preacher" White, Jr. 
2468 Green Star Road 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

I grew up in the Dawson Community and lived close enough to walk to 
Dawson Church. My great grandparents, Thomas K Harris and Louisa 
Lawrence Harris, gave the land for the church to be built on in 1880. Since 
th . at tune, some of their descendants have been attending Dawson Church. I 
~ave many memories. The Bible School and Harvest Sale when Rev. C.E. 
rawford was pastor. The Youth Choir directed by Mrs. Grady Haynes. The 

Yeady Oyster Supper at Thanksgiving at the Dawson School House. I accepted 
Chnst as my Savior during a Revival when I was 12 years old. I was baptized 
by Rev. C.E. Crawford at the Enfield Baptist Church as we did not have a 
baptistery. 
b . When Rev. Yates W. Campbell became _our pastor in 1954, we decided to 
. uild a new church. The new church was build ill 1956. We have a baptistery 
111 the new church. The old church was converted for a fellowship building. 
We then had the Oyster Supper in the fellowship building. 



We carried our children, Kaye and Brenda, to Sunday School and Church 
from the time they were babies. Both were baptized in Dawson Church. Now 
they are both married and living away from the community. They are active in 
a church where they live. 

Dawson Baptist Church is the center of the community. 
Marie DeBerry White 
2468 Green Star Road 
Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

My name is Merel White Whitehead. My parents were Margaret and 
Gene White. They were very active at Dawson and I grew up attending 
Dawson from birth and into part of my adult life. I was baptized as a child at 
Hobgood Baptist Church by Pastor Grady Haynes because Dawson did not 
have a baptismal pool at that time. 

When I became engaged to N.G. Whitehead, Jr. in Dec. 1955 I started 
planning our wedding. Dawson was in the process of building the new 
sanctuary but it was not completed and dedicated until Oct. 1956. As a result 
of the new sanctuary not being completed, N.G. and I were the last ones to be 
married in the old sanctuary which was on June 24, 1956. Rev. Yates Campbell 
was the pastor at that time. 

I remember traditions like the Oyster Suppers which were held in the old 
school building across the road from the church. I also have fond memories of 
going to Vacation Bible School and Sunday School and especially one of my 
teachers, Mrs. Louise Fields, who was also my aunt. She was one who really 
influenced my life and steered me to a faith in Christ that I cherish today. 

I'm so thankful that Dawson Baptist Church was such a big part of my 
early years. I have many cousins who still attend Dawson, but two immediate 
family members, my brother, J.E. White, Jr. (Preacher) and his wife, Marie. 
They are very active and I'm proud to know that they have continued to help 
carry on some traditions. But what is most important they have helped share 
God's word and His love with others. 

N.G. and I are very active at Temple Baptist Church here in Newport 
News where we live. We raised our five children in this church and now some 
of our grandchildren are attending. God has blessed us in so many ways. 
N.G. and Merel Whitehead 
619 Willow Drive 
Newport News, VA 23605 

Children's Views of Dawson Baptist Church 

Why do you like to come to this church? What is your favorite thing to do 
here? 

Joshua Parker, age 2 1/2 "because I want to" 
Katy Fulkerson, age 3, "because I want to" 
Katherine Edwards, age 3 1/2, "I like to eat there and get stickers in Sunday 
school. I like to pray." 
Tripp House, age 4, "I like to play" 
Emily Edgerton, age 4, "I like Children's church." 
Madelyn Davis, age 4 1/2, "I like being here. I like to play." 
Rebekka Warren, age 
Max Keeter, age 5, "because you learn about Jesus." 
Lauren Fulkerson, age 5, "I like to go outside." 
Carmen Ezzell, age 5, "I like to praise Jesus." 
Lawson Davis, age 6, "I like to come to Sunday school." 
Baley Keel, age 6, "I like to learn about Jesus." 
Kaitlyn Jeffreys, age 6, "I learn about Jesus." 
Olivia House, age 6, "I like to praise God." 
Zack Keeter, age 7, "I like to color and write and stuff in Sunday school." 
Alex Parker, age 7, "I learn a lot. We read Bible stories." 
Austin Stewart, age .. , "I like to learn about Jesus." 
Bunter Whitehead, age 8, "because it's fun." 
Bunter Keel, age 8, "because it's nice. I like to listen to the lessons." 
Abby Warren, age 8, "I like to come to Sunday school and Children's church." 
Cassidy Robertson, age 9, "I like going to Children's church." 
Katy Mills, age 10, "because you can learn about God's word." 
Austin Whitehead, age 10, "I like to learn about Jesus and go to R.A.s." 
Heather Baker, age 11, "because it's fun. I learn a lot here. My favorite is to 
c.ome to Sunday school." 
Junmy Ray Stewart, age 11, "I like the people here." 
Dusty Hearn, age 12, "The people are nice here." 
Joshua Tylant, age 12, "I like Sunday school." 



Messages To Dawson Baptist Church from Pastors and Others 

Dear Friends: 
Mabel, the boys and I really appreciate your invitation to the dedication of 

educational building and fellowhship hall. My brother has been sick a long 
time but is now worse and we are having to assist with him. Also doctors have 
found cancer in most of my aunt's body and she has asked that I conduct her 
services so at this time we feel we should cancel our trip to Dawson. The cost 
of gasoline is going up every day and that is a great expense. 

I was at Dawson while Southeastern Seminary from November, 1964 to 
August 31, 1967. I was pastor of Halifax and Dawson. 

Our oldest son, Larry was in Atlanta in college and then joined the army. 
He and Marie Johnson married while we were at Dawson. Terry graduated 
from Weldon High School and attended Chowan College one year then joined 
the air force. Tim also attended Weldon High School. 

Larry is manager of Southern States Store, Chesapeake, Virginia. Beth 
and Thomas are his children. Beth has two children, Katelyn and Cody. 
Thomas isn't married yet. 

Terry is Fire Chief at Saturn GM plant in Columbia, TN. He has two 
daughters, Kellie Williamson has two children, Kayce and Drew. Erin Jaggers 
has three Mabry, Dalton, and Logan. 

Tim is Senior Manager of Carson Springs and Linden Valley TN Baptist 
Conference Centers. Carter and Jenni are his children. Carter is married and 
has no children. Jenni will marry October 1, 2005. 

Our three sons and the six grandchildren have graduated from college. 
I have retired after over fifty years as pastor. At Dawson we enjoyed the 

Thanksgiving Oyster Supper, fellowship in all the members homes, the 
steamed Oysters with the men in Rocky Mount, the VBS, the choir specials at 
Easter, Christmas, and other times, fishing with the men, fish frys, the many 
fishing trips Mr. Charlie Barnhill and I have taken, the visits of the members in 
our home in Halifax and all the activities while I served at Dawson. It was 
surely enjoyable. We also enjoyed the sled trips down Magazine Springs Hill 
and the snow there. 

Thanks for inviting us. The boys, Mabel and I regret we can't attend. 
Frank N, Bearden,Jr. 
2910 Highway 105 
Demorest, GA 30535 

Dear Friends at Dawson Baptist Church, 
Congratulations on your new Educational Building! God has blessed you 

as you expand your educational ministry. I remember dedicated teachers and 
students who met every Sunday even though I was only with you for morning 
worship twice a month. 

Mary and I have fond memories of the time I served as Pastor of the 
Yoked Parish of Halifax Baptist Church and Dawson Baptist Church from 
October 1967 to June 1969. What I remember about Dawson is the friendly 
was we were included in your lives. We enjoyed many delicious dinners with 
various families. Although about 35 years have passed, I remember the 
thoughtfulness of the congregation. When we planned to drive to New York 
State in December, you gave us a new set of snow tires. We were overjoyed! 

Installation of air conditioning in the sanctuary was a big event. 
We will be returning to New York State earlier than usual this year to 

attend a granddaughters wedding. Unfortunately this means we will not be 
able to join you on April 10. You will continue to be in our prayers. 
With Christian Love, 
Rev. Glenn D. Kessler and Mary 
7 Brantwood Road 
Dtica, NY 13501 

On June 7, 1960 I came to the North Roanoke Baptist Association as an 
Associational Missionary and our family lived in Enfield. 

After a brief stay, I learned of Dawson Baptist Church. My first 
knowledge of the church happened at the annual Lions Club Horseshow on 
Labor Day. This was a large area-wide event and I met some of the members 
of Dawson. In all of my life, I had never heard such complimentary comments 
about the church and community. I thought surely this is just brag, but lo and 
behold I found that the statements were true- a rural, stable church and 
community- whose members cared for each other and loved the Lord. 

One of the big events at Dawson was the annual oyster roast. And what 
an event it was when everybody did a lot of work to make it successful. The 
llloney was given to the Baptist Children's Homes and this created a strong tie 
With those children. 

I also knew several of the pastors between 1960 and 1991 when I retired 
as Director of Missions. This is a rich chapter in my life to know their 
Commitment to the high call of the Lord and the services they rendered. 



Dawson is a strong church because of the lay persons who have faithfully 
served- deacons, teachers, leaders, choir members and many others who have 
given of themselves, their talents, time and money. 

And the Lord has blessed the church with countless professions of faith 
who have lived as Christians ought. They have carried out the Biblical mandate 
so that evil would not prevail and this has been possible because the church has 
continually been build on the Solid Rock. 

I will always remember Dawson Baptist Church and extend best wishes to 
her. 
Sincerely, 
John W. Privott 
3329 Winstead Road 
Rocky Mount, NC 27804 

Although our time at Dawson was brief (1969-1970), our memories have 
been longlasting. Throughout the years, we have commented about the 
humble, sincere dedication of the wonderful people of Dawson. The worship 
services were always uplifting and the faithful, supportive choir members were 
inspiring in their music ministry for the Church. 

The delicious chicken salad suppers were a real treat for us. The barbeque 
and Brunswick stew were "some kind of good"! Sitting around the table in the 
homes of church members was special. 

Going to the Jake with Preacher and Marie White and their girls was so 
much fun for our children and us. Just sharing good Christian fellowship on 
any and all occasions blessed us. 

Many times our children have reflected on the beauty of the church 
facilities and grounds. Children often remember aesthetic matters more than 
we give them credit. Even today they share a memory of our time at Dawson, 
Vacation Bible School, and the wonderful friends there. 

I have frequently referred to the small children in Sunday School who 
loved their Sunday School activities. One precious teacher, Louise Barnhill 
Fields, was far ahead of her time in teaching methods. I remember one Sunday 
the lesson was on an expected visit by Jesus to the home of Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus. She brought a child's broom, dust pan, dusting cloths, and aprons for 
the children to wear as they cleaned and prepared for Jesus' visit. Suddenly, she 
missed one of the little boys. After searching, she found him outside looking 
down the road. Upon asking him why he was there, he replied, "Well, you told 

us Jesus was coming and I was looking for him!" This dedicated teacher often 
Used visuals to illustrate the heart of the lesson. Wonderful memories! 

Thank you for sharing the pictures of your new building. We will be 
praying for the upcoming Dedication and we regret that we will not be able to 
be with you. Our prayers are that you will fill it with more precious children 
eager to learn about God's love! 
God's Blessings! 
Dr. J. Ray and Marilyn Allen 
P.O. Box 1143 
Pickens, South Carolina 29671 

I served as pastor of Dawson Baptist Church from the summer of 1980 
Until graduation from seminary in 1982. I was a student at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. During that time the Dawson and Halifax 
Churches were a two-church field, served by one pastor. 

We lived in the little brick house at Halifax but our hearts were equally 
caught up in the lives of the people at Dawson. At first we would preach in 
Balifax one week, and Dawson the next. I asked the churches to go full time 
in the Sunday morning services. This meant preaching at Halifax at about 1 O 
AM and at Dawson at 11 :30. It was a tough row, but it pleased me that both 
churches called full time pastors after I left. 

I learned at Dawson that notes were particularly helpful for a young 
Preacher. I shall never forget my trial sermon notes were lost as I went to the 
Pulpit, my mind went blank. I offered a little of the story of the text, told the 
congregation I couldn't find it, but if someone would tell me where it was, I'd 
Preach on it. One of the ladies had taught on it in Sunday School, yelled it out, 
and we were off 

It was a good start. Dawson knew they had a pastor with clay feet, and I 
knew I served a church that practiced grace, and that had a sense of humor. 

. It was a 60 mile drive to seminary 2-3 days a week, my schedule of 
v1sitation was busier at Halifax; they had more senior adults at that time, and 
there was more illness. 

One of the great moments in the beginning of my ministry was when Judy 
Bale and Jean Moore, asked me to re-start the choir by serving as choir 
director. The choir had not sung for a long time; I had never led a choir. But 
We managed for a year, and I had more fun doing that then anything I've ever 
done in ministry. 



The Oyster Suppers called people from all over NC to give for the cause 
of missions. It was a great tradition. 

Connie and I stopped by Dawson early in the winter of 2005. We were 
returning from the Inauguration. We spent a good time lost before we finally 
found our way to the church. The door was unlocked and we went inside and 
took pictures and then made our journey on home. It would have been great 
to see Jimmy and Lena, the Perry brothers, Tony and Judy, Preacher White, 
Undine Barnhill, Mrs. Barnes and Ethel and Bill Johnson; they are some of the 
Dawson folk who have touched our souls forever. Time was short, we were 
so tired, and we had to get back to ABC for Sunday services; so we pushed on 
without seeing anyone. Some have gone to the Lord years ago. We will meet 
aga.tn. 

I tell people now, that God gave me a two church field in my first 
ministry because He knew that I would be able to make more mistakes then 
any one church could handle. That's probably true. But deep in my heart I will 
always be grateful that I had the privilege to serve this two church field. We 
have often said that this time in our ministry where the easiest year, and that we 
had more fun there then any place we have got to serve . Dawson was a 
church of great joy, deep convictions, and solid members who worked together 
to serve the Lord with gladness. A pastor couldn't ask for anything more. 

Our stay in our next church was very short. We were not meant for each 
other. I knew I had made a mistake the first week, the deacons knew it shortly 
thereafter. We left Hampton, Va in six months. I worked in a Detox Center, 
and Connie worked in a Nursing Home in Greenville SC for 3 months before 
God called us to Winston Salem were we pastured for 8 years. 

Next we came to the Fort Lauderdale area and have been in Atlantic 
Baptist Church for 14 years. Bobby is grown and works for Grey Taxidermy: 
the world's largest salt water taxidermist. Connie is a nurse, she works in 
Hospice care. 

Serving the Lord through the years has been a great privilege and one of 
the greatest was our time at Dawson Baptist Church. 
Bob, Connie, and Bobbie Belford 
BobBelf ord3@hotmail.com 
Church website: atlanticbaptistchurch.com 
4981 Southwest 9•h Street 
Margate, Florida 33068 

I came to pastor Dawson and Halifax Baptist Churches in the spring of 
1983. It was during my pastorate that I felt our Lord moving to lead these 
churches to separate, independent, full time status. I knew that Dawson had 
the numbers, finances and ability to go full time. I also knew that Halifax had 
to be the church that would make the break, because it was the smaller and 
most vulnerable of the two churches. I have had much success in my ministry. 
However, I look upon my time at Dawson and Halifax probably with the 
greatest pride because that the full time status of the two churches is still in 
effect 20 years later. 

What are some ef your favorite memories at Dawson Baptist Church? 
• Incredible food and hospitality 
• Judy Hale and her special musical talent (have pastored a church of over 

3000 members ... have heard tremendous musicians over the years ... she 
still is THE BEST) 

• The no-nonsense honesty of farmers (am one myself) ... I could take any 
member of Dawson's word and count on it ... wish more of my pastorates 
had been like that. 

• Eastern NC BBQ ... Tony Hale and Preacher White ... none better 
anywhere 

W.-b is Dawson Baptist Church special to you? 
It was my first pastorate and although I would not call being obedient to 

the leadings of our Lord fun ... (for it was not) .. .It was my first real test of 
being obedient as a minister of the Gospel in spite of obstacles and opposition. 
I truly believe that I was led to these churches so that our Lord could bring 
each to their own full time status. 



It also played an integral part of my own life's journey of God's call upon 
me to combine my agricultural background with ministry ... which has led me to 
my truest calling ... for those of the congregation that are interested ... the 
following websites are either articles that I have written or articles about my 
work: 
http:/ /www.cnn.com/2003/EDUCATION /08/08/ camp.dogwood.ap / 
http://gbgm-umc.org/ umcor /03 / dogwood.stm 
http:/ /www.interpretermagazine.org/templateArticle.asp?id=1134 

I still call several of the church's members dear friends. 
I would love to hear from members of Dawson. My contact information is: 
Rev. Thomas C. Henderson 
Director of The Dogwood Project 
Bethlehem Centers of Nashville 
1417 Charlotte Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 
615-329-3386 x 113 (work) 
615-865-2202 (home) 
615-308-0788 (cell) 

Let me begin by saying that I was the first full-time pastor at Dawson 
Baptist Church. Hittherto, they had 'shared' a pastor with Halifax Baptist 
Church, and had decided that it was their time to grow on their own. Seeking 
God's Will on this matter, they voted to call me as their pastor. This was in 
1984, and I served until late 1986. And I must say that the church treated me 
very kindly, and with as much respect and dignity as any congregation I have 
sinced served. It is with much fondness that I recall these things. They were, 
and I am sure still are, a wonderful people. 

This was my first chance at being a Pastor to any congregation. I had 
served previously as a Youth Pastor in my home church, but Dawson was my 
"big break." When the congregation called me I was a student at Southeastern 
Seminary. At the time I did not realize that trying to wear both hats would be 
so difficult. It was approximately 75 miles to seminary, and trying to commute 
three of four days a week proved to be a challenge. But the people of Dawson 
were very patient, loving, and kind toward their new Pastor and his wife. 

I remember some of the great Vacation Bible Schools that we shared 
together. In one of the adult classes we sewed a sock monkey as our 'craft.' I 

still have it! The children always seemed to really enjoy their VBS. And if the 
truth is known, so did the adults. 

Pam and I also recall the oyster suppers on Thnaksgiving Day. This was 
always well received by the community and the attendance was quite large. If 
you did not want oysters then some of the men barbequed chicken. (As a 
Pastor, I know chicken, and this was some of the best I have ever eatenl) The 
church pulled together to make this annual event a success and the 
resulting fellowship was wonderful. 

I remember one year we, as a church, was in the Scotland Neck 
Christmas parade. Our float was Noah's Ark, and there was a smaller boat 
pulled behind the ark which held the skunk! It drew a lot of attention and 
laughter from the crowd. 

Pam and I were privileged to be the first tenants in the new parsonage. 
When we first came to Dawson, we had to spend a month in a house on 
Highway 125 while the parsonage was being readied. The church pulled 
together to get it ready; that is, a fresh coat of paint, cleaning, etc. It was a 
beautiful home. Some members gave us wood for the fireplace and boxes of 
food for the cupboard. We were set. 

I would be amiss if I did not mention that we were 'adopted' by Roland 
and Elizabeth Walston. We had an open invitation to have Sunday lunch at 
their house; this was an invitation that we accepted many, many times. We still 
consider Elizabeth one of our dearest friends; even more than a friend, part of 
our family. They were so, so kind to us, and their love helped make the move 
to Dawson much easier. 

We also recall many meals we shared at the home of Owen and Vernon 
Weeks. They were such gracious hosts and always had a place for us in their 
home. I sincerely wish that every Dawson Pastor could have had the privilege 
of knowing them. 

There is always an inherent problem with naming names ... you might leave 
someone out. I can honestly say that there was no one at Dawson that I would 
leave out for negative reasons. Obviously, time nor space will permit a 
complete list. Each member was our friend. They gave us a chance. And the 
~pact made by their love and patience cannot be truly measured on this earth; 
It can only be measured in eternity. 



Pam and I do thank God for the chance to serve, love, and know the 
wonderful people of Dawson Baptist Church. Each experience was a building 
block moving us toward being better servants of God. It was such an honor, 
and we anticipate the day of glad reunion when we will spend eternity together 
around His Glorious Throne of Majesty! 
Dr. Terry L. Prichard 
Pastor of Eastlawn Baptist Church 
4047 Burch Ridge Road 
Burlington, NC 27217 

Dear Brothers and Sisters. 
It is with fond memories, and much pleasure at the dedication your new 

Education Building that I send you greetings from my wife and me. 
Congratulations! 

One of my greatest joys while ministering at the Union Mission in Roanoke 
Rapids was to preach regularly at Dawson Baptist Church. I remember the 
grace of the Lord Jesus as exhibited there through so many of his children, 
young and old. Each service was a blessing to my life. 

I also remember vacation Bible School experiences - Teaching children 
songs in English, Spanish, Italian; and I think they learned the first line of the 
Lord's Prayer in Anglo-Saxon. I wonder now if they can still sing those songs 
and recite that portion of the Lord's Prayer. 

I also remember the children in many special ways. One little girl - now all 
grown up, loved to wear a special hat because she knew Pastor Vautin loved 
hats. On my last day of preaching at the church I was seated in Sunday School 
and she came and sat next to me, leaned over and whispered, "I wore this for 
you, Pastor." A few Sunday's before I had, asked her to sit on the platform 
with me at the beginning of the service and I commented during the 
announcements on the attractiveness of that hat. At that point I heard her 
grandmother say, "It will be a long time before she'll be able to put that hat on 
her big head." Aren't children great? Grandma's too! 

We pray for you as the Lord brings you to mind and look forward to the 
time we will rejoice in glory before His throne. 
With Love 
Rev. W. Earl and Dorothy Vautin 
2287 State Route 7 N 
Pierpont, Ohio 44082 

I would like to start off by saying that I have built and/ or renovated 
churches all over eastern North Carolina. I can honestly say that my 
experience at Dawson Baptist Church was a pleasure. I guess the most that 
stays in my mind is that there is a place where you can always feel welcome. 
The people that I worked with were nothing but the best. Dawson Baptist 
Church is the only church that I have been into in the past years that you don't 
have to call and ask if the door is unlocked. It is good to know that it is still a 
community left that you can do these things. I hope you enjoy your new 
fellowship hall and hope to see you expand even further. May God Bless You 
and all your families. 
Jay Peaks 
A.R. Chesson Construction Company, Inc. 
315 West Main Street 
P.O. Box 1147 
Williamston, N.C. 27892 
email jay@archesson.com 
Web site www.archesson.com 

To the church at Dawson, 
It is very difficult for me to put into words how I feel about pasturing 

Dawson Baptist Church. I am overjoyed to see what God is doing here. There 
are so many precious memories of the past seven years here that I would take a 
long time to list them all, but the best memories are those that involve changed 
lives. 

It has been a joy to see new Christians growing in their faith and becoming 
effective leaders in this church. The second letter to Timothy 2:2 encourages 
Timothy to commit what he has been taught to "teach faithful men who will be 
able to teach others also." My duty as a pastor is to equip others to do 
ministry. Dawson Baptist Church is not a one man show. My desire is to work 
alongside the people and just have a part in what God is doing here. It is a joy 
to be here where God wants me right now. I am proud of Dawson Baptist 
Church and I look forward to seeing what God is going to do through you all 
in the days ahead. This church has a rich history and a refreshing vision for the 
future. Let's stay focused and aim high. 

Pastor Hilton Jeffreys 
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