DEEP CREEK[E], 1875-1920 Moore MONTGOMERY

1875 Const. Admit. to SANDY CREEK.
1906 Dismissed from SANDY CREEK.

1907 Admitted to MONTGOMERY.

1920 Not listed afterwards in MONTGOMERY.




DEEP CREEK BAPTIST CHUREH compiled by James Vann Comer

(Known originally as SANDY RUN CREEK)

Sandy Creek Baptist Association T

The Sandy Creek (Separate) Baptist Association [oldest in NC & fourth oldest in the USA]
began officially on the 2" Monday in June 1758 at Sandy Creek Baptist Church (but work began
on November 14, 1755 when Rev. / Elder Shubal Stearns [(Born- January 28, 1706 in Boston,
Mass.) was “bred a Presbyterian.” Elder Wait Palmer baptized him in 1751 and ordained on
March 20, 1751 in Tolland, Connecticut by Palmer and Joshua Moss (or Morse). Wife- Sarah
Johnstone] arrived with his band [including eight families] of Separate (because of the desire to
separate themselves from the Congregational Church in New England colonies) Baptist
immigrants from Opeckon, Berkeley County, Virginia [now West Virginia]) with the churches of
Sandy Creek, Abbot’s Creek (present Davidson County, NC) and Deep River meeting in January
1758. Membership of the Association grew to 606 (during extensive revivals), 42 churches &
125 ministers within 17 years. Boundaries- South (Georgia, SC), East (Atlantic Ocean,
Chesapeake Bay), North (waters of the Potomac, VA) & West (Tennessee). Yearly proceedings
were recorded in a book annually which was consumed by fire in 1816 in the house of Brother
William Lightfoot.

r Earliest Baptist Churches of Central North Carolina

Sandy Creek Baptist Church (Guilford County, NC [present Randolph County]) began in 1755
with Rev. / Elder Shubal Stearns serving as pastor and fifteen members (to wit): Sarah
Johnstone Stearns (wife of Rev. Shubal Stearns), Peter Stearns & wife, Shubal Stearns, Jr. / Sr. &
wife, Ebenezer Stearns & wife, Daniel Marshal (Born- 1706 in Windsor, Conn.; Licensed
preacher who assisted Rev. Shubal Stearns) & wife (sister of Rev. Shubal Stearns), Joseph Breed
(Licensed preacher who assisted Rev. Shubal Stearns) & wife, Enas Stinson & wife, Jonathan
Polk & wife. They built a small meeting house as soon as they arrived in 1755 in the midst of
primarily Christian religion (Episcopal). By 1772 the membership was fourteen due to the rapid
multiplication of churches.

Rocky River Baptist Church (on the waters of the Rocky River, Orange County, NC [now
Chatham County] began work in 1756 but was constituted in 1757.

Deep River Baptist Church (on the waters of the Deep River, Carbonton, Orange [now Chatham]
/ Cumberland [now Moore] Counties, NC area) began in 1757 with Rev. Philip Mulkey [(Born-
May 14, 1732 near Halifax or Roanoke, NC) was “bred an Anglican.” He was baptized by Rev.
Shubal Stearns about December 25, 1756, after a remarkable conversion. He was called to the
ministry in Stearns’s Church in February 1757 and ordained in October 1757. Wife- Ann Ellis]
served as pastor until 1757 [Furman Manuscript] or 1760 [Crozer Manuscript] then he led 13
(including Nehemiah Howard) from Deep River in NC to Broad River in SC. He then removed
to Fairforest Church in December 1762 and he preached there until after 1776 and throughout the
surrounding parts of NC and SC. Members remaining at Deep River Baptist Church (to wit):
Nathaniel Powell, Conrad Dowd, Sr. “Connor” [O’Connor O’Dowd (Born- Circa 1710 in
Cootehill, County Caven, Ireland; 1** Married- Circa 1735 to Miss. (?) Owen; Migrated- Circa







