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Cause For Celebration 
This steeple pointng skyward above the First Baptist Church of Draper 

reminds passers-by of the true meaning of Christmas as the Lord above 
sent his son to earth. 11 (News Photo=-Trausneck) 
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Mark Thompson will assume 
the position of minister of 
music and youth at the First 
Baptist Church of Draper, ef 
fective Oct. 10. 
He comes here from the 

Bethel Baptist Church in Den 
ton, where he held a similar 
position. He is the grandson of 
Dr. N.A. Thompson Jr., a for 
mer pastor of First Baptist. 
Thompson is married to the 

former Sandra Caveness of 
Ramseur and they have one 
son Both are 1978 graduates of 

1 'll .... , t o" le ( o 1q,,e in 
Winston-Salem, he with a 
Bachelor of Music degree and 
his wife with a Bachelor of 
Religious Education degree. 
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Draper Baptist Church 
To Observe Anniversary 
Draper Baptist Church, organized 

on June 1, 1913, will celebrate its 75th 
anniversary on Sunday with special 
services conducted by previous 
pastors of the church and a church· 
supported native pastor. 
The Sunday School ho r begi s a 

9:45 a.rn. with Adolphus Samuels as 
the speaker. Samuels is a Jamaican 
pastor whom Draper Baptist has 
been supportius ;·vr some 15 years. 
The Rev. Howard Burns, pastor of 

Draper Baptist Church from Aug. 
14, 1960 until July 1965, will be speak· 
mg at the 11 a.m. worship service. 
Known as the "singing pastor," he 
and his wife, also a talented musi 
cian, greatly enhanced the church's 
musical ministry. It was during 
Burns' pastorate that the present 
church building was erected. 
Following lunch which will be 

served in the activity building at 
12:30 p.m., Dr. N.A. Thompson Jr. 
will speak at the 1 :30 p.m. service. A 
teacher and preacher of the great 
doctrines of the Word of God, he led 
many souls to Christ during his 
ministry at the church from Jan. 1, 
1934 to Jan. l, 1942. 

Special singing will be on tap for 
each service. A popular ladies 
quintet from the 1950s which in· 
eludes Vivian Quesinberry, Frances 
Conklin, Delores Chatham, Faye 

Wray and Maye Reinert will reunite 
for the anniversary service. 
Also providing music for the after 

noon service will be soloists Sue Cox 
and Fred Smith and the duet, Bill 
and Peggy Thompson. 
Accompanists will indude Anne 

Marie Wilson, Phyllis Hopkins, Pen 
ny Sunderland and Ruby Ann 
Bousman on the piano and organ. 
Draper Baptist Church had its 

beginning in November 1905 as a 
mission of the First Baptist Church 
of Leaksville. Attending services in 
a store building on Mill A venue end 
ed after a church building contain 
ing an auditorium and beginner's 
department was constructed on 
High Street. R.E. White, pastor of 
First Baptist in Leaksville, served 
for two months as the Draper 
church's supply pastor. 
When the church was organized in 

1913, the congregation included 24 
charter members - of which Mrs. 
Nannie Powell is the only remaining 
member - and 17 received wat 
chcare. The first full-time pastor 
was W.J. Byrum, who served from 
August that year until December of 
1914. 
In 1917 the first addition - an 

adult classroom - was built with a 
baptistry and more classrooms add 
ed in 1920. Later a vestibule and 
more classrooms were built. 
A building fund program was 

started for a new church in the 
mid-1940s with construction beginn 
ing in the early 1960s. Under the 
leadership of Pastor Burns and the 
church building committee, the con 
gregation moved into the new 
Fieldcrest Road building in 1962. At 
that time the name of the church 
was changed to the First Baptist 
Church of Draper. 
During the pastorate of Thomas G. 

Mitchell, several changes were 
made, including the building of the 
fellowship hall and a new parsonage, 
the purchase of two buses and the in 
itiation of radio broadcasts of the 
Sunday morning services. 
The "Tee" Knowles Activity 

Building was completed in the sum 
' mer of 1986. 
, Today the church is led by pastor 
Gene Graham, who has been with 
iFirst Baptist Church of Draper since 
t 1982. Mark Thompson, the church's 
(first full-time minister of musi , also 
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