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JOURNAL PHOTO BY ALLEY AYCOCK Deacons Fred Montgomery (left) and Hunter Hill of Dreamland Park Baptist Church had approval to build a parking lot on this property on Dunbar Street but lost it. 

Ex-Alderman Newell defeats church's parking lot 
By Phoebe Zerwick 
JOURNAL REPORTER Winston-Salem. But church members say that she 

cared more about her own property values than the 
neighborhood she once represented. 
"We had no gripes about it until an ex-alderman saw 

where a profit could be made," said James Webster, a 
longtime member of Dreamland Park. "She wouldn't 
have done it to New Bethel or First Baptist, those big 
well-off churches where the lawyers and Indian chiefs 
go. We don't have lawyers, doctors or Indian chiefs so 
she could do it to us." 
Newell's efforts to stop the parking lot began last fall 

when she was still alderman and had the zoning office 
revoke a permit it had mistakenly given the church to 
build a parking lot. 
The church planned to pave a parking lot on land 

separated from the church by a house at the corner of 
Douglas and Dunbar streets. The zoning code allows 
churches to build parking lots in neighborhoods only 

on land adjoining their property. Despite that require 
ment, the city's zoning office issued a permit for the 
parking lot in March of 1993. "That was just over 
looked when we issued the permit," said Aubrey Smith, 
the city's inspections supervisor. "The ordinance is 
just not clear." 

Dreamland Park Baptist Church stands at the top of 
a hill that turns Dunbar Street into a roller coaster ride 
known as "Thrill hill." 
For years the church had been trying to find a way to 

expand its parking lot behind the church so that 
members wouldn't have to park on the narrow street. 
In December 1992 the church bought the lot and a 
rundown, vacant house. Church members say the yard 
was littered with empty beer bottles and used hypoder 
mic needles. 

Virginia Newell retired from the board of aldermen 
last year after 16 years representing the East Ward. 
But she was back at City Hall this month to defeat a 

parking lot proposed by Dreamland Park Baptist 
Church across the street from a house she owns on 
Dunbar Street. 
"One of the things is that people do not like to 

criticize a church," she said. "They feel that they are 
fighting God. But the church is just a physical body, a 
physical thing. God is in the people. But if they have a 
wrong concept, I criticize them just like I would any 
body." 
She said that the proposed parking lot would dam 

age the neighborhood by attracting vagrants. In op 
posing it she said she was simply carrying out her old 
role as protector of the neighborhoods of eastern 

See PARKING, Page 16 
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• The cburch had the house torn 
down and hired a contractor. He 
was putting in curb cuts for the 
parking lot last September when 
Newell stopped by across the street 
to c):ieck on her rental property, 
valued at $15,000 according to tax 
records. 
The zoning code may have been 

unclear to zoning officers, but New 
ell said that after 16 years as alder 
men she knew immediately that a 
parking lot there was a violation. 
She reported the violation to city 

staff. After the zoning office re 
voked the permit, church members 
looked for a way to use the proper 
ty for a parking lot. They hired a 
:wyer who helped them come up 

with the idea of getting an eas<>- 

ment through the back yard of the Burke said. "As long as the church 
house next door. The church is there that helps to keep the com 
planned to pave a path through the munity more livable." 
backyard to the proposed parking Church members say that the va 
lot. They hoped to convince the cant lot is more of a blemish on the 
aldermen that the proposed lot and working-class neighborhood than 
the church were now connected by the parking lot Newell and the ma- 
the 25-foot easement. jority of aldermen opposed. 
The city's planning staff recom- The 200 members of Dreamland 

mended that the aldermen give the Park Baptist Church are now left 
church a special-use permit. But with a vacant lot worth $2,000, two 
when the aldermen met at the be- curb cuts and a lamp post, and bills 
ginning of the month to vote on the of more than $6,000. They say that 
permit, Newell argued that the per- they want the city to reimburse 
mit would set a bad precedent for them for the money they spent on 
other churches in other parts of the lot because they proceeded 
town who would fill residential only after gaining permission from 
neighborhoods with parking lots the zoning office. 
attached only by easements. And in that case they have found 
Newell's arguments convinced some sympathy even among alder 

all but two aldermen - Vivian men who opposed the parking lot. 
Burke and Nelson Malloy. "We owe them something because 
"The church in the area has been we started with an error," said Al- 

really what I consider one of the derman Joycelyn Johnson, who re 
most pesi~ ~" -pl_,u>p_d_ Newell.inJ.he East Ward. 



gregation at Antioch Christian 
Church. 

We witnessed two very inspir 
ing services on this anniversary 
celebration. Various church aux 
iliaries and individuals honored 
Rev. and Mrs. Fisher with gifts. 
The church's inspirational 
dancers performed a dance rou 
tine to "We Fall Down, We Get 
Up." 

After the service, refresh 
ments were served in the lower 

auditorium of the church. The 
anniversary committee was com 
posed of Mrs. Charlena Hill, 
Mrs. Aldrenia Gaither and 
Charles Paul Sr. 

Dreamland Park celebrates anniversaries 
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE 

On July 8, Dreamland Park 
_Baptist Church celebrated the 
, 76th anniversary of the church 
and the 17th of its pastor, Rev. 
Ronald C. Fisher Sr. 

The speaker for the 11 a.m. 
service was Rev. Barbara Hester 
of Gethsemane Hope Baptist 
Church. The 4 p.m. speaker was 

• the Rev. James Gilliam, accom- 
1 p.anied by members of his con- 

Rev. Ronald C. Fisher Sr. comments on the church's anniversary. 
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r Newell Attacks 1 I 
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critics, Journal 
Reporter Over 
Church Flap 
By DAVID L DILLARD 
Chronicle Staff Writer 

Former Alderman Virginia 
Newell used a platform at a voters' 
rally Sunday night to lash out at 
critics from a local church and a 
local newspaper reporter who 
claimed she was more interested in 
making money than helping the 
church. 

Newell said the article in last 
Thursday's Winston-Salem Journal 
was an attempt to discredit her rep 
utation. 

"I think it was an attempt to 
discredit me as an alderman or a 
leader in the community," she said. 

"My record stands to what I have 
done or tried to do." 

In the article, which was writ 
ten by Journal reporter Phoebe Zer 
wick, a member of Dreamland Parle 
Baptist Church claifiied that Newe11 
was not interested in helping the 
church because its congregation is 
small and because its members are 
not professional people. Newell 
owns a house across the street from 
the church. 

"They said I'm making a lot of 
money off the house," Newell said. 
"And Phoebe Zerwick would have 
the nerve to go to the tax office d 

see NEWELL page 



ttacks Critics, Journal 
see how much it's worth." 

The house is worth $16,500 
and Newell mortgaged it to donate 
funds to lite Best Choice Center, an 
afier-school center for at-risk 
youths. With an additional $100 
from the house, Newell donated $50 
to Larry Womble's campaign for the 

·state House and $50 to a "unity" 
.campaign for all democrats up for 
"election. 

Zerwick said in an interview 
Wednesday that she was presenting 
:the facts, not trying to discredit 
Newell. She claims Newell was 
upset over the article's perspective. 

"I have written articles on her 
and other aldermen before. A lot of 
times they are just not happy with 
the way it turns out," Zerwick said. 

Floyd Rogers, the Journal's 
city editor, said the paper respects 
Newell's accomplishments and 
wouldn't intentionally try to dis 
credit her. He said the article would 
,have been written anyway because 
of the situation even if it didn't 
involve Newell. 

"We just lay out the facts and 
let the reader decide for them 
selves," he said. "If she was discred 
ited it was the situation that did it, 

I 

not something we set out or planned 
to do." The issue began when 
Dreamland Park Baptist Church 
bought property, located between 
Douglas and Dunbar streets, from 
Newell in December 1992. The 
property included an abandoned 
house. 

The church wanted to use the 
property for a parking lot and in 
March 1993 obtained a permit and 
began tearing down the house. It 
was later discovered that the permit 
was erroneously issued and it was 
later revoked. A public hearing was 
held earlier this month before the 
board of aldermen where Stafford 
Peebles, a member of the church, 
was attempting to get a city permit 
for industrial parking in a residen 
tial district. He said the church's 
congregation of nearly 100 people 
has to park along the street, and that 
the parking lot would have given 
seven parking spaces to the church. 

Before the item was submitted 
to the board of aldermen, the city 
cou nt y planning board recom 
mended denial of the request 
because it didn't meet all seven 
requirements of an ordinance that 
would' have allowed for the parking 

space. 
The board of aldermen agreed. 
Newell, who was an alderman 

when the sale was made, said she 
has always been a friend of the 
church community and is only try 
ing to protect the neighborhood. 

"It goes· against the ordinance; 
it had nothing to do with that 
church," Newell said. "I was doing 
my duty as an alderman and trying 
to protect the families in the neigh 
borhood. I saved the city from their 
error (in issuing the permit). They 
ought to pay the church." 

Newell said the streets in the 
area are rough, but putting a parking 
lot for only seven cars wouldn't 
help. She said it perhaps would cre 
ate vagrants hanging around a 
vacant lot. 'Tm not objecting to the 
church expanding its facilities. Dun 
bar is a roller-coaster up and down, 
but a parking lot for seven cars 
would not alleviate the parking 
problem," she said. "This would 
only create problems and attract 
vagrants. "How would you like to 
live in front of a vacant lot?" 

Newell told the audience that 
she was upset that she was charac 
terized as being greedy. <. 

iiiiil 

,from page 1' 
"I don't get a lot of money off 

of that," Newell said, as she raised 
money for the candidates. "What I 
do have I'm donating it no " 



Dreamland Park 
The annual homecoming 

of Dreamland Park Baptist 
Church will be held Sunday. 
Guest churches will be St. 
Marks Baptist and Red 
Bank Baptist. 
The Rev. J. J. Clyburn 

will preach. He is pastor of 
Red Bank Baptist Church, 
and a former member of 
Dreamland Park Baptist 
Church. 
The homecoming service 

will be at 3 p.rn., following a 
dinner at 1: 30 p. m. in the 
lower .-auditoriu 
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Dreamland Park 
To Install Mi; i¥,~., 
The Rev. Ellis Cooper ,,,,::wm%<' 

Austin, former associate 
minister at Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church, is the new 
minister at Dreamland Par!s 
Baptist Church. He will be of· 
ficially installed as church 
pastor at a 4 p.m. service Sun· 
day. 
The Rev. E.T. Lee of the 

Mount Carmel Church will be 
in charge of the installation 
ceremonies. 
Austin, 45, will be assuming 

his first pastorate. He has been 
preaching three years. He was 
ordained as a minister by the 
High Point Educational 
Missionary Baptist Associa 
tion and has been acting 
minister of the Dreamland 
Park church since April. He 
succeeds the Rev. J. A. Floyd. 
While a member of Union 

Chapel Baptist Church, Austin 
served as choir director and l 
deacon. After moving his 
membership to Mount Carmel, 
he became associate minister 
and chairman of the deacon 
board. 
Austin was born in Winston 

Salem and attended the local 
schools. He studied at Pied 
mont Bible College and is ac- 

ELLIS C. AUSTIN 
•.. first pastorate • . . t:r 
,, \ J ti \(t 1.;} 

tive with Lincoln Lodge No. 21 
Knights of Pythians. 
He is married to the former 

Hachel E. McCollum. They 
have six children and live at 
664 Mount Vernon Avenue .. 


