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rrouty" Against Family: A Vermont Minister 
Adopts A Slave State 

By RONALD WACHS 

ABAPTIST MINISTER from Vermont, travelling through North Caro-
lina in 1827, found there "severa l preachers who spend all their 

time among a very ignorant people." Within a matter of weeks, Samuel 
Wait decided that it was his ··duty" to be a missionary in the deprived 
and depraved region. For the next forty years this transplanted Ver-
monter worked to shape religious and educational institutions of his 
adopted state. 

After a brief tenure m, a parish minister, Wait helped organize the 
North Carolina Bapti~t State Conventio n. and then served as first presi-
dent of the denomination·s Wake Forest College from 1834 until 1845. 
Following a second parish tenure, at Yanceyville, he returned to higher 
education as president of the Oxford Female College ( 1851-1856). At 
the same time, he presided over Wake Forest's Board of Trustees. 

Following his death in 1867. the State Convention mourned Wait's 
passing and paid tribute to his zealous efforts. 'Though born and 
reared in a di~tant state,"' it noted, Wait had been "in the providence 
?f God, a pioneer and leader among us. aiding us as no other man has, 
'" laying the foundations of ou r educational interests, in organizing 
our ~enevolent enterprises and in building up the structure of our de-
nonunational and state efforts. "t Wait paid a high personal price for 
th15. deserved praise because his prominence in North Carolina meant 
a diminution of Verm on t ties, including those of his family. Having 
ad t d · ' op_e a Southern home. Wait experienced personally the nations 
growing sectional animosities and polarizations . 
. Wait's decision to settle in North Carolina reflected his participation 
tn the religious currents of his era. A conver t in the Second Great Re-
vival which swept the entire eastern United States in the early 19th 
century, Wait espoused that movement's heaven-oriented, evangeli-
cal theology and particularly its zeal to carry the gospel to de5titute 

Pa~· Unless otherwise noted all manuscript material cited is from the Samuel Wait 
Car~?• Baptist Historica l C~llection, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem , Nor th 
the ~na. Samuel Wait , New Bern, N.C., March IO, 1830. to I.. Hewms; Mlllutes of 
NCBs°ci.raro/ina Ba,,1is1 Stare Convemio11, 1867, pp. 25-28. (Herem after cited as 
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regions. Born in 1789 in Washington Count}, New York: he early 
"made a public profession of ... religion." Short ly after Im conver-
sion, Wait moved with his family to Tinmouth , Vermont. Baptists in 
the town attended the church in nearby Middlet own, where the Re,. 

. ! 
erend Sylvanus Haynes was pastor. Among Vermont Bapt1sti,, Haynes 

had a reputation as a writer and a minister of prominence . In 1804. 

the Vermont phase of the Great Revival began in hii. church. and here. 

too. in 1809 he baptized Samuel Wait.2 

Wait recei,ed a common school education until he was SC\'enteen 
years old. Subsequently, he taught school for several } cars. Bdic, ing , 

himself called to be a Baptist minister . he undertook the arduo u~ 
preparations which he considered necessary to make hii, work more 
effective. He enrolled in Salem Academy in Washi ngton County. New 

York, where he studied Latin and Greek. By 1815, his religious prog-
ress was such that the Middletown church granted him credentia ls to 
exercise his "gift" of preaching. After this. he studi ed theology for a , 
year and a half under the instruction of the Re,c rcnd A. Fii.hcr. In 
IR 16. the Sharon. Massachusetts, Baptist Church called him as pastor 
for a year and agreed to pay a salary of two hundred dollars. Wait's 
ministerial efforts satisfied the congregation and he was full) ordained 
there in IR 18.3 

Although now almost thirty years old. Wait stil I felt the necessity of 
further theological training. Consequently. in 1819. he enrolled in 
the theological school directed by Dr. William Staughton. minister of · 

thc_Sanson Street Baptist Church in Philadelphia. Because of Staugh-
ton _s "fears that having a wife would impede the progrcs!. of a student.'' 
Wait went alone to Philadelphia. leaving behind his recent bride. the 

W 2: M~.tcrial for reconstructing Wait's ear ly years until 18 t 5 is taken from W. Z., 
aate. The Early Years of Doctor Samuel Wait," The WaJ-,, Forest Swdent. IV 

~pnl. 1885), 315-18. Ms fragment in folder " 1867." Waite was a cousin uf Samuel H:~I aC~ t~e sum_mary of hi~ early life was written by request of Wait\ widow: 

Gob~ p oc er9 ~ ISlory of the Baptists in Ve,1110111 (Bellow, Fall,. Vermont: p. H. 
be~ ae ~c'tc . 1 ). PP, 86-88, 162-65: "He (Haynes) preached the ekdion sermon 
vot~r:; t~e t'sl -~ure 0~. Vermont , in October. 1809, which sermon wa, printed b_) 

daughter. egt atur e. Wait, December 19, 184-1. and March 12. 1855. to hi! 

3. Folder "1815"• Stud · h F' h 11· 
ham .. a,s , h ' Y wat as er was either in Brandon. Vermont, or Be ,og· 

• " " ,1c usctt, . The sources . . .. · d ' ates 
Brandon h I J 1. B · arc contradictory . Waite. "Early Year ~ m ac 

• , u u aa rewer Th • k ub-
lished. n.d.), n. ind' . omasso n, _Wa11-Merriam Geneolox.r Boo · (unr . 
-e,,ion of Mrs~·Eliz;: :~s Bellingham. Oragmal of this latter volume . in private "°\ 
Xerox copy in Ba list H ' B. ArmSlrong, _the great-granddaughter ot Samuel Waa j 
favor Brandon 011 fhe st 1510~tcal Collectaon_. Th e po int i, relata vely manor. b:. 1 
in the hometown of hi~ rf~~gl of_ W. Z. Wa11e·s testimony and it would_ place . a;. 
"Or dination,;," Am . . Baur~ wife !,()me two or three year, before their rnarnag · 
1819), 79. erica" P11st Maga~i11e a11d Missi onar, lntelli!(em·er, 11 (Januar y, 
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former Sarah Merriam of Brandon. Vermont. Their sepa ration lasted 
two years and sc, en months. 1 

In September. I 821. the Philadelphia school moved to Washington, 

D.C.. to become the Theological Department of the new Columbian 
College. Wait. who had completed the course of study in Philade lphia , 

enrolled in the ne\\ i.chool. The following year. he was appointed a 
lutor at Columbian with an annual stipend of "two hundred doll ars 

and ... board ... Thil> financial security permitted Mrs. Wait to rejoin 

her husband in Wal>hington. Almost immediately, however. the col-
lege's budgetar) problems threatened to disrupt their domestic tran-

quility. The prrn,pect ultimately aro~e that Mrs. Wait would have to 

board at the school. meaning a suspension of their living together. 
In Wait'~ opinion, the chief villain \\ a~ Luther Rice. former mission-

ary to Burma and now college treasurer . Rice's political infighting with 
the college's gmerning board was signitica nt in determining the course 
of Wait's subsequent career.:; 

In the !>u111111cr of I 826. the I ricnnia l Meeting of the Baptist Gener-

al Convention concluded that Rice had been "a very loose accountant, 
and had \'Cry imperfect talent~ for the di!>bursemcnt of money." As a 

political compromise . Rice had rccci, cd the coveted nomination as a 
school trustee in return for signing a i,tatcmcnt which was regarded as 
a relinquishment of "all concern in the di~bursements of the monicd 

c~ncerni. of the College.'' Following the meeti ng, a revamped Colum-
bian Board of TruMces relic, cd Rice of most of his remain ing financial 

duties. Though pleased with these developments. Wait, nonetheless. 

~ad been annoyed in late June b} Rice's intru sion into his persona l 
finar_icial matter!,. and by late August, 1826, the tutor resigned. On 
leavrng Washington . Wait received a letter of commendat ion signed 

by thc college president and faculty.i; 
By that time. Wait had begun a search for what he called his "duty" 

0 
4· Isaac Merri am. Ph,ladelphia. February 4, 1819. to Wall : J . B. Brewer. "Life of 

,:96famuc l_ Wait , D . . £? .. " North Carolina Baptisl H1sto~i<;al Papers, I (October. 

5 · Merriam wa~ Wait s brother-in-law and Brewer was Wait s grand~on. . . 
F 1 · Colurnb,an College wa~ the precursor of George Washington Univer sity. 

B~a~~r " I 821 ": Brewer. "Life of Dr . Samuel Wait": Enoch Reyno lds. Secretary. _ th e 

Brist of Trn Slcc, of Columbian College. Oct obe r 10, 1822. to Wait: Isaac Merriam, 

10 ,:~~ Mame . Au_gu~t 9. 18~4. to Wait: Wait. College Hill. D.C .. Feb~uary 18. 1826, 
nanci th.an Merriam . Juni or. For a fuller treatment of the Colu~baa n Co llege_ fi-
S al Mtuataon. '\CC W. Ronald Wachs. "Co nflict on College Hall: Lulher Race, 

Ramuel Wait. and Columbian Co llege\ Financial Embarrassments," The Quarterly 
ene,. .. As, · . 
6. p; ,n ·e, • of Sou thern Baptis1 Progress (Apnf- Jun c. 1969).. . , _ 

,; <X'eeclu,gs of the Fifth Trie1111ial Meeting of tl,e BaptlSt Genert1l ( omen 1:~~ ~f6• ~P- 3. 18. 29. 37: Isaac Merriam. Ea,tporl. Maine . February 27, 18~6, and 
Jul 8 · 18-6. to Wait : l rah Chase. Newton . Massachusells. February 27. 18_6, and 

Y • 1826, 10 Wait : Folder "1826." 
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in other areas. The idea of a permanent settlement e,erc ised his 
thoughts, especially after the Sharon church issued its second call with-
in two years. Writing to his wife's uncle. John Cona nt. in Brandon, 
Vermont, Wait reasoned that perhaps God had some thing for him to , 
do at Sharon; otherwise, he could not understand the periodic tugging 
from that parish. Returning to Sharon represented to Wait the fulfill-
ment of a deeply felt need to settle down. Lamen ting the fact that he 
had known no "continuing city" in life, he said that he had "about re-
solved" that his next step would be towards a place that afforded '"al 
least an appearance of permanency. "7 

Rather than seeking this permanency immediately after lea, ing 
Washington, Wait visited Niagara Falls and began con~idcr ing a move 
either to the Southern or Western United States. At the ,ame time. 
the new Columbian Board of Trustees conceived a plan to relieve the 
money pressures on the school. Dr. Staughton. the presiden t, was lo 
conduct a solicitation tour through the South. Wa it wa, importuned 
to accompany him; and. though his brother -in-law, Jona than Merriam. 
assured Wait that employment awaited him in Vermont. he acceded to 
the numerous requests and committed himself to the southern town.K 

Writing to his wife less than a month after his departur e. the thirty· 
seven-year-old Wait reiterated his "long (ing] for the time ,.,,hen [he] 
[should] have a permanent abode and allowed to occupy it." The 
Sharon congregation again tried to induce him to reutrn : " I wish you 
would come and make Sharon a visit and sec if there is not as much · 
w~rk as any faithful man can do for God. I know not what to write to 
bring you to Sharon if I did I would do it." Merriam and Conant 
renewed the plea ti t "th V . la e ermont Convention ha, e great need of a 
suteable (src J person . . 

as an agent to circulat e in the state as therr 
agent, could you not co ,, 0 me soon. thers learned of Wait' s lack of em· 

. 7. His files show that he com . 
with his former pastor Syl munica ted about work with the c hu rch in Sharon, 
new academy 10 Hinesburg v~u s Haynes. and with Peter Chase about teac hing in a 
wrote Wan that he could ' ri~~ ont. Jonathan Merriam , Juni or , hi~ bro th er- in-law. 
Convention. Merriam and Ph. 3 ly travel as agent for the Verm ont Bapt ist State 
movers m organizing the stat is uncle, John Conant of Brand on had bee n prime 
Board of Trn stces. ther efor: :roup ;; October . 1824. Co nant wds Chai rma n of the 
vcntion had strong supp0r1, Fol:Y ers .. of employment with th e Vermo nt Con· 
lcgc 11,11, July 4, 1826, to Conant. er 1826 : Crocker , flist ory, pp . 427-3 1: Wa it. Col· 

8. Wilham Ruggles, College Hill 
College 11111. October 25, 1826, and October 23. 1826, to Wait ; William Staug h_10n. 
Junior. Bridport Vermont N October 27, 1826 to Wait · Jon athan Me rn am-
1'111 De b · · ovember 7 1826 '. . .· 

· cem er I , 1826. to Wait. · • to Wait : Wilham Ruggles. Co llC11e 
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ploymcnt and the 1,.,no" ledge -,et into motion a cha in of e.,,ents which 
would eventual I) preclude his return to New England.» 

While tra.,,elling through Fdenton. North Caro lina. Wait met Thom-
as Meredith. another former student of Dr. Staughton ·sand also former 
minister of the Baptist Church in New Bern. North Carolina . Knowing 
that the New Bern church v,a!'. " ithout a minister. Meredith wrote a 
letter of introduction for Wait. On hi!> \\-ay th rough New Bern \\ ith 
Slaughton. Wall preached four time'> for the Baptists and twice for the 
Presbyterian, . The Bapti,h im ited him to return and "said as much 
. . . about becoming their pastor " m, the) thought prope r on so short 
acquaintance. On hi, part. Wait "ga\e them no encouragement." in-
dicating his preference to Ii\ c "somewhere in the neighborhood of my 
parents." 1 u 

His wife had no l,.,nowlcdgc of these de, elopments when she wrote 
Wait of the death of hi~ forme r pastor, Syh anus Haynes. in Middle-
town, and conve)ed the ne,v~ that he had been suggested as an eligible 
replacement. Thi., pro.,pcct appea led to Mn,. Wait who acl,.,nowledged 
I hat she "long I ed I for the ti me " hen \\ e may be permitted to dwell by 
our 0\ \11 lire.,ide." Wait had al~> thought about domestic permanence 
but his description'> indicated that New Bern had charmed him: "The 
Chh seems the mo~t lil,,e our old friends in Sharon of any that I have 
seen since \\e came from Ma-,~." As for the city. it was ··the largest 
town in N.C. ... [with I ahout XOOO inhahitants ." Confessing that he 
had earlier held misconceptions ahout health hazards in the South. 
Wait now obsen cd that ·· orthcrn peop le in many places in this coun-
try do as well as they can at the North." Satisfied that New Bern woul? 
be a good place to settle. Wait nonetheless felt that his personal pret-
ere_nce could not be the only decidin g factor: a further matter remained: 
satJsf~ing his sem,c of ··duty ... 
. This. loo. he had cons ide red. "Although my feelings revolt at the 
idea of li\ ing 800 miles from a ll our dear 1,.,indred. it ma) yet be our 
duty 10 come to N.C." While he taught at Columbian Colle~e._ the 
W~its had briefly entertained the idea of going to Burma as mission-
aries. but had hcen di~suadcd by a torrent of letters from Vermo_nt 
relatives, primarily Mrs. Wa it's parents and brother. Now the n1ts-

pu~·ct~ ai_t , Norfolk. Virg inia. January 15. 1827. to Sally Wait . O riginal s~;t ~?b:: :. 
~cts I ~t'.o~ will be mainta ined throug hou t unless otherwise no~: ~7 b~o "wait · Jona• 
than M ·· eav111 Hewins. Canton. Massach use tts. Febr uary I 5. - d J h Co nant 
Brandonernam. Ju nior. Bridport. Vermont, February 12. 1827, an ° n ' 

10 S · Vcrmo n_t. February 25. 1827. to Wait . S 11 Wait 
· amuet Wait . Diary: Wai t . Charlesto n . S.C .. Ma rch 10. 1827, to a Y · 
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sionary zeal reappeared. "To tell the whole truth ," he wrote his wife, 

"I do not know of a more important opening - The state of the min-
istry all around in that region is deplorable." Being yet under obliga-
tion to complete the terms of his solicitation with Dr. Staughton, Wait , 
postponed a definite decision about staying in the South. 11 

Events in Washington accelerated Wait's decision. In early March, 
1827. Luther Rice staged a successful coup, ousting his opponents on 

the Columbian College Board of Trustees and thereby regaining con-
trol of that body. Consequently. on March 27, Wait resigned his agency ' 
and on April 10, returned to New Bern for a trial pa!.lorate in the 
Baptist Church.'2 

During the interim, Mrs. Wait wrote him severa l letter~ cxrrcssing 1 

her concern about New Bern as a place to live and questioning their 
duty to move so far from New England. Wait wm, certain that it was a 

suitable place lo settle permanently; and though she doubted this, she 
was willing to come if duty to God demanded it. For the next two 

months. Wait tried to resolve this question of "duty." Finally. his un-
derstanding crystallized. Professedly. it was based on the com iction 
that "he was not his own. but belonged to his God." and that his Chris- , 
tian exertions would be acceptable to God only if he followed " Duty." 
Although t_here were openings in New England. he felt none could 
compare with New Bern and its needs.13 

~his unequivocal call to duty, coupled with the prospect of finally 
havm~ a ~ermanent home, caused Wait to move his family to North ' 
Carol ma m the autumn of 1827. In Vermont. Waifs mother-in -law. 
~~;ah Merriam, called their departure a "Jonah ·s trip. " advising that 

1 the gourd begins to wither think of the orthern states [ :J I have 
strong presentiment that your stay there will be short." Often dur-

ing_ the ensuing years, she emphatically expressed her opinion that 
their duty called them 10 Sh h . . 

aron, t e site of Wait's first pastorate rath-
er than New Bern She ne , 1 d . ' 
h · ,er concea e her desire to have them near 
er. 

Mrs. Wait's brother Isaac M · h 
h . h · emam, suggested another reason w } 

t ey nug t soon leave N B . 
cw ern - he did not believe that they could 

I 1. Sally Wai1, White Creek N y 
ton, S.C., March 10 1827 t · ~7t ork: February 6, 1827, to Wait: Wait . Charles-

Brandon. Vermont. April 7 aid 9 is:ijait: Jon_athan, Senior. and Sarah Merriam. 
15. 1823. toSallyWait · • to Waits: Achsah Olin. Brandon. February 

12. Wait, Diary . · 
I J. Sally Wait. White Creek New . 

April JO. 1827. to Sally Wait· wa·, DYork. April 15, 1827, to Wait: Wait, New Bern, 

New Bern. June 11, 1827, 10 Anne'Elizti~i~ay 14, 17. and 20 and June 1, 1827: Wait, 
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long endure the ~ight of i.la,ery. Long after his Northern relati ..,es 

realized that Wait had no intention of returning. they continued to up-
braid him for Ii, ing in a i.la,c-holding region. These exhortations from 

Vermont kin~111cn dramatically illm,trated the growing national divi-

sions over the sla, cry contro\'crsy. H 

In addition to rclati, cs. other ortherne rs expressed reservations 

about Wait\ decision and attempted to attract him to New England. 

The Sharon Church rercated iti. efforts to induce him back. Other job 
offers came from I rah Chase. Pre-,ident of a Baptist theological school 

in Newton. Mas!>achmett:-. and Ahah Sabin. a Ver111ont minister. who 
thought that "none but good men & educated men like Br. Wait" 

would be suitable to assume pastorates in the Burlington area. 
On at least one occasion, the call for asi,istance was reversed. Wait 

evidently atte111ptcd to persuade another Vermont brother-in-I~~· 
Jonathan Merria111. to come to the South. J"his provoked Mrs. Wait s 
uncle. John Conant. the C'hair111an of the Board of Trustees of the Ver-

mont Baptist State Comcntion. to !>Cold: "Don't try to get Elder Mer-
riam from thi), 4uartcr for ..., e cannot spare him. Our ministers are 

leaving so fa,t I fear ,, c ,ha II ha,e none left."'~ 
Despite attempts 10 cause hi:- return. Wait retained his concer~ ~or 

the New Bern \\ork and soon enjoyed the esteem of his fellow nu_nis-
tcrs. His experience had 4uid.ly confirmed his earlier observat ions 

about the condition of organ ized religion in his new home. Year~ l~ter 
he recollected that nc..,er in his life had he "witnessed such a mortifying 

prostration of almost e..,ery trait by which a gospel church ~ught to be 
distinguished" as he encountered in North Caro lina at the time. Even-

tually, however. the financial liabilities of the New Bern call forced 
Wait to reappraise his situation. As the church roll number~d only 
thirty-two members in 1828. and thirty in 1829. Wait found 11 fi_nan-
• · · · I · tent1ons 

cially necessary to keep a school. contrary to his ongina in . · 

In late 1829, seeing no prospect for improvement, he decided that 11 

was his duty to resign. Immediatel y he thought of returning to New 
England. While negotiating with various New England churches, 

Sharon included. Wait learned that others also considered Norlh Caro-

14 s . W •is· ibid., December 27, 
1828· Narah Merri am. Brandon, November 6, 1827, to ai 20 1831, Waits: Isaac 
,, ' ovember 10 1829 April 25 1830 and November • 
1v1crri ' ' t ' 

15 a~. E_astpon. Maine. April 28, 1828, to Wait. 12 1828 10 Wait: !rah 

Cha~ avm Hewin s. Ca nton , Massa chusetts, Februa_~ 'athan Merriam, Junior, 
Brid • Newton, Massach usetts. January 3 1, 182?- to Wai2 Jon I Brandon, November 

6 ,ri:i· Verm_ont, February 16, 1830. to Wail; John on~ri.' ois not North Caro· 
li~a. · 10 Wait. Merriam ultimate ly left Vermont , but or in · 
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-
lina a mission area and advised him to apply for financial ,urport to 

prolong his missionary activities. The Bapti!,l Missionar) Society of 

Massachusetts commissioned hi111 to wort.. for thirteen wect..s at a rate 

of five dollars per week. This de"elopment caused Wait to rostpone , 

negotiations for returning to Sharon. which he further noted ,, al> .. out 

of sight and influence of slavery.·· Being one of on!) the college-trained 

Baptist ministers in the state. Wait concluded that it would he wrong 

for him to leave North Carolina .. should a dcx>r open for me to de,ote 

my whole time to the ministry." He a!>!>Ured hi!'! former parish that 

within six weeks he should knoy. his course of action. rn 

While the Waits pondered their future. his mother -in-la " admon-

ished them that there were at least three ju stification, for their depar-

ture: Samuers wife had been extremely ill and her mother intcrrreted 

this as a divine warning to leave; further. to raise their children in a 

slave land would endanger their souli.. Fina II). she candid I\ ad, ised 
them that "it is generally thought that you ha,e mi!,sed you~ Y.ay and · 

of course not as yet entered the field of )Our future dest med la hour. "17 

Contrary to Mrs. Merriam's belief when she wrote these harsh words 

t? the Waits, Sa111uel Wait indeed was about to enter his --future des· 
tined labou ·· b · · r, ut 1t was m North Carolina, not Vermont. 

In late March, 1830, Wait played a major role in the establish111ent 
of the North Carolina B · s . . . 
. . apt1st late Coment1on. This body cla1111cd as 
its twin pur•JOses the ed · f . • ucat1on o young men for the ministry and the 
promotion of domest' d ,. · . . · 
. . ic an 1ore1gn 1111ss1ons. To promote the Conven· 

t1on and its progran ti d I . d 
. . is, ie e egates decided that an agent wa!> needc 

to v1s1t the churches of th t . . 
h . . es ate, explain the new endca\or. and in, 1te 

1 eir cooperation Fo th· · · 
I W.. . · r 1s pos1t1on of responsibility they elected Sarn· 

ue a1t. offering as co . . . 
k. mpensat1on thirty-five dollar s rcr month. but 

ma ing no provisio h' 
openin r h' ns or is expenses. Feeling that the door was. 

g ior 1111 to devote full r · . . • · 
early June w . be . ime to his North Carolina m1ss1on. 1n 

· ait gan his new work. 

. 16. Minwes of the Neuse Ba . . 

''fhe Origin and Early Histor ptrsr Associati on (N.C.), 1828, p. 4: Samue l Wall, 

dent , It (September , l882), Y of Wak~ Forest College,'' Tire Wakt• Forest Sr~: 

ll oward Malcom "Twe t E' pp. 15, l6. Neuse Minut es 18"8 and 1gi9 p. •· 
So · .. • n Y· 1ghth An I R • - - . ' · .,-, 

ciety, The American Ba t · M nua eport of the Massachuscll!, M1ss10n .. , • 

(July, 1830), p. 217; Mako:: t~ agazme of tire Baptist General Com ·e11tio11, J( 

Bern, March 10. 1830 10 L H• 0.ston, February 12, 1830 to Wait· and Wait , Ne• 

rn Henry S. Stroupe '" H' · ewins: Biblical Recorder N~vember ~O I 878 as cited 

M.A. thesis, Wake fores:51~~ 1 of the Biblical Recorder , 1835- 1907,': (Unpublished 

to Hewins. ege, 1937), P- 8: Wait. New Bern. Mar ch 10. 1830, 

17. Sarah ~erriam , Brandon, A r' 
of the South 1s very appa ltin 10 P 11 25- 1830, to Waits : "At any rate, the though!5 

be altogether best for you to r:tur mt e. · · · all I have conversed with think that it will 
n oward the North ." , 
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Within a month. he wrote that he felt certain that he was " in the 

path of duty .. Yet. since their financial con dition wm, still tenuous. the 

Waits found it nece-.sar) to !.U!.pend temporarily their housekeeping. 

Consequent!). Mn,. Wait and their two children returned to New En-

gland for an extended, isit with relati\-es. Being away from her husband 

caused her to lament that she felt "empty and desolate in returning ... 

without you not\\ ithstanding our children are with me." 

Once hact.. in Nl.'w l: ngland. Mn,. Wait discovered a situation that 

made her glad that her hm,band. who y. as a member of the Masonic 

order. had not accepted a New l:ngland parish that spring. She wrote 

him that "the Antimasonic fc"er rages so high that it would have been 

impossible for ) ou to ha"c tat..en any ground on which you could have 

avoided cen,ure .... Some ministers ha,e renounced masonry in very 

foolish language ."'K 
Mca1rnhilc. Wait continued his work in North Carolina. In the 

autumn of 1830 . he particirated in a Baptist camp meeting near 

Chapel Hill. He, i, id!) de!,Cribed for his wife the noise. confusion, and 

excitement attendant upon such a meeting. It was a new phenomenon 

for the New Englander, and he rc!,ol,cd that. though these "big meet-

ings" had ,atuc. if matter!> were left to his direction he --would work 

less on the passions. and try to put more good sense into the sermons." 

His travels further rccnforced Waifs awareness of the needs of his 

adopted region. --our friend~ in New England favored as many of them 

are with an enlightened ministry. can ha,e only \.Cry imperfect ideas of 

the wants of the region around me. ··111 

18· NCBSM, 1830, pp. 17. 18. 20: Ibid .. 1831, p. 10; Wait, June 21, 1830. 10 Sally 

~a,t ; Wait. D1arJ, Augu~I 5. 1830: and Sally Wait. New Yor_k City. Aug~St 16: !.830, 
0 . Wait: Sally Wa11, Brandon, September 9, I 830, to Wail. She continued . The 

Ohns and the Conang _ excepting Uncle J . C. are all anti-Ma~ns. Young J. A. Co~: 

ant was .. yesterday elected 10 represent this town to the leg_islature, by thc An~~ 

masons. : Her brother had earlier written Wait that "Wh1tmg [_Yermo~t I wou 

be a very (good ?-o riginal 11legiblcl opening were it not that the•~ principle mem-

bers arc drunk with Anti-Masonry ." Jonathan Merriam. Junior , Bridport, Apnl 26• 

l830, to Wait. 
19· "Two of our min (istersl ... can make as much noise among the peopl~ ~s 

tny Methodist mmi~ters I have ever known. . . . Imagine yourself up m P pit 

arge enough to hold ten men with a thousand negroes beh ind you, and twice 1h3t 

~~mber before you of white persons-perhaps a third of the blacks and _ one quar~cr 

1 
1he white~ making all the noise they cou ld , and you will have some idea of w at 

1 repeatedly saw while at this meeting al the close of these bl_azmg-hot _serm~ns. 

: ~he production of this noise I had no hand .... Often while preachm\~ e~e 

beo d be Perhap s 40 or 50 persons down on the ground crying _aloud._ A few sa _at s 

3 fore at another place I preached for the first time in my hfe while 2 some llmes 

were crying alou d for mercy during the whole of my sermon:-:-th.~se a~e ~ore 

:neraUy female s than males and these too of the first respectability . Wait83
~tlts• 

H rough, N.C., October 5, 1830. to Sally Wail: Wait , New Bern. AuguSI 3, 1 • 10 

· Malcom. 
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His agency appointment having been only for one year. Wait pon-

dered his future course of duty as the second session of the ~late con-

vention approached. There yet remained a professed de~ire to return ' 

to New England if it could be done with a clear consciem :c. His aware- 1 

ness of the vast work to be done in North Carolina. howe\er. had in• 

creased during the preceding year: and he dehated whether it \Hmld be 

justifiable "to leave such a large field where lahourer~ are so much 
wanted." 

Members of the state convention expressed their total ~ati~faction 

with Wait's labors and requested that he continue for another year. ) 

'.hey agreed to pay him one dollar per da} and indicated that private 

fu~ds were available to raise his salary to 550 dollar~. Commenting on ' 
this development Wait wrote: 

:hat could I do? I almost wished I had never )>ecn N .C. My labours 1 

ave been more blessed during the past year than they ever were in one 
year before. Besides, we could not do without an Agent. and there was 
~o ot~r ofwh~m they would think for one moment to fill my place .. . · 

0 te you all 111 a word I have consented to engage again a:, Agent of 
the Con. and concluded not to go North till one year from ne:1.t fall. Tell ' 
my dear mother that I have come to this conclusion with many tears. 

Deriving much sat1'sfact·10 f h" · · · · I 
. . n rom 1s work and enJoy1ng more hnanc1a 

s~curity, Wait now wanted his wife to rejoin him. On Jul} I I 831. 
aiter a separation of al11 t , · · · · · d · 

ios a year. Wait met his family and ~oon ma e 
3

1
_rran~ements for their travelling with him. For the next two years they 
ived 111 a covered wag I . 

. . on as 1e continued his travels.to 
Wau s mother-in-law re · d d . • 

th I h . maine a amantly opposed to their Ii, ing in 
e save- oldmg region f th . 

slave • . . 0 e nation. Following the Nat rurner 
uprising m August 183) 

daughter h d . ' • Mrs. Merriam complained that her , 
thinks we :on wt kntten ··noth_ing of the Negro insurection!> prehaps sh~ 

now anythmg abo 1 · .. Th f w 't's 
appointment c 1 d u 11. e short duration o a1_ 
get enough of ~~so el her somewhat: "I flatter myself that you will 

c s ave states by th r · d be 
longing for a land f l'b e 1111e your year 1s out an 
wi)>hcs failed 10 111°1 

1. cl~ty and your eyes turned this way ... Again. her 
a ena 1ze.21 

Following Wait's second annual report , the Convention requested 

20. Wan. Anson County NC 
1
~· ~-C .. April 2 1, 10 Sally°W~ii:• :~uary_ 11, 1831. to Sally Wait: Wait. Wake Coun· 

feue/r. Samuel _Wait," pp. 15.j6. i:.;:11
.D,ary, July I and 8, 1831; J. B. Brewer: "Life 

21 Som his wife Jelling of lhe de~Jh fi~e at the 183 1 conve nti on. Wail received 3 

be arah Merriam, Brandon Se O is infant son in New England. 
vem r 20, 1831,to Waiis: NCBscJ' 1e8"!ber 18, 1831, to R. C. Merriam: Ibid., No-

, J2, pp. 12-14. 
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him to continue on the ,ame terms as the previous year. Now no sec-

ond thought~ about returning to New England plagued him. He had 

taken a long step fornard in casting his lot in North Carolina. At the 

same session. the Con, cntion made another decision which would in 

time seal Wait\ permanency . 
The delegates unanimousl y ,oted to buy a farm on which to begin a 

"Baptist Literary ln~titution ... on the Manual Labor Principle." Wait 

was one of a committee of four to choose a principal. On December 19, 

1832. - Wait\ -Drd hirthday - the committee met and the other 

members reque~tcd him to talc charge of the projected Wake Forest 

Institute. Though he deferred a definite deci~ion. he indicated that his 

acceptance \HI'- likely. In May. 1 R:B. he accepted the position, though 

his primar} effort~ dur ing the remainder of the year continued to be 

the fulfillment of hi:. dutic~ a!> Comention agent. Following his 1833 

report - his la,;t a~ agent before heginning his work at the Wake 

Forest school - the C111n cntion commended Wait for the "discretion. 

the faithfulnc!>, an<l the success" "ith which he had discharged the dif-

ficult dutie~ of Agent. 
Ha\ing dc,oted all hi~ energies for four years to efforts to improve 

the religiou,; climate of North Carolina. Samuel Wait was no longer an 

alien sojourner. hut had identified thoroughly with the religious des-

tinies of hi~ adopted ~tate. Others recognized the fusion of i_ntercSls. 

such as the indi, idual ,~ ho ~1:nt Wait ten dollars and best wishes for 

the "prosperit}' of the Com ention "ith which your own happiness is 
identified. "22 

North Carolina Baptists read fa,orable comments about Wai_t's 

qualifications a), Principal of Wake Forest. Editor Thomas Mered1th 

of the North Carolina Bap1is1 /11ter11re1er told his readers that the 

~hool\ Trustees highly regarded Wait's work and ackno":'ledged that 
11 was to "his prudence. his disinterested zeal. his indefatigable exe~-
t' · · .. Wait 
ion. - that the !>Choo! ,,as chiefl} indebted for its exis_tance. . 

needed all the~e attributes because until I 835 he had no faculty assiSl· 

ance in caring for mer se,enty students. 23 . 

Having identified themselves with North Carolina, the Waits ex-

perienced a cooling in their relations with their Northern kinsmen. 

22 Jb·d H 'st of Wake Forest 
C II . 1 ·· p. 6: Samuel Wait "The Origin and Early I ory 17 1833 

o ege" 50 . · . 1 (N c ) January . 
and J • Pp. -51: Wait. Diary; The Bap11s1 nterpreter_ · • • Ch I Septem· 

be unc l833: N(BSCM 1833 pp 15-16 6 · Nat G. Smith. Mays ape' 
r 9 1833 · · ' · ' · 
23. . to Wa11. W ke Forest 

Coll~ l111el rpreter. June. 1834; William T. Brooks. 11um~i A_ddre;~llcc~on. Wake 
Fo ge, _859. Ms in William T. Brooks Papers, Baptist H1stonca 

rest University . 
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Slavery was the point of contention. By 1835. the Aholitionists had 1 

begun to arouse the righteous ire of man}' Northerner, against the 

institution of slavery. Brandon, the home of man}' of Mn,. \\/ait\ rela-

tives. was an important area of anti-sla\-ery activity in Vermont. Wait 

acce~ted the system, at least overtly. and Wake Forest had two ,la"es 

workrng there. When Mrs. Wait's brother and sister-in-law contem- ' 

plated a move from Vermont for their health . the Wait~ im itcd them 

t? move to ~orth Ca_rolina_. The Merriams expressed their app recia-

tion for the rnterest m their welfare, but ,owed that "nothing but a ' 

sense ~f duty ~r absolute necessity will induce u!. to tal-.e up our resi-

dence m_ the midst of a slaveholding population." Mr,. Merriam ,tated 

her sentiments more bluntly· "O d • • . . , 
. . ur strong an pre\-a1l,ng oh1cct1on to 

the South 1s slavery. slavery." · 

In 1835, another relaf J h C , . 1ve, o n onant. of Brand on. rclkctcd the 

Ve~n~~nter s increased awareness of the slave ry is~uc cau~cd hy the ' 

act1v1t1es of the Abolitionists: 

Abolition principels are h. f 
h preac rng o by many beyond J·ustifiC'ltion I 

supose t e people (?] f h · ' · 1 

mangled beyond · .0 . t e South do not know how to [original 
to be th . recognition I or git rid of slavery the bc~t way ,ccms 

e question on this th · . . . · 
people of the South anx· 1 are 1~ much d1_v~s1on_ of sentimct. Arc the 
they perscribe an IOUS Y desirous of g1tmg nd of the evil. and do 

Y way to accornpr h th b. 
try is great and requ· is . e o ~ect. The cur!,c on our coun-
right. 24 trcs an over rulmg [?] providence to ,ct thim 

Indicative of the growin d ... 
tween two of Mrs W .. b g ivisiveness was an 1836 exchange be-

. a1t s rothers Cha I M • 
Forest to assist in th . · r es ern am had come to Wat-.c 

c operation of the sch I d . 
totally offended b h . oo an evidently he was not 

Y t e existence of I· 1 h . 
borther Mylon wh s ave a or ther e. He wrote his 

of getti1;g into tl.ie Aboo \l~a_s a st~dent in Waten ille, Maine. to "bev.a re 
1t1on sp,r t " I 

the changing attitude of NI · n reply, Mylon cogently expressed 
many ortherners· 

I do intend to be prudent. and ta ·. I 

out the ears of the slavch Id kc care neither to put out the eyes. nor 

the sin of slavery B 1 •f 
O ers so that they can neither sec nor hear of 

· u I you meant that I should not speak of it as an 
24• John Myers 'T h . . 

ll istorJ XXXVI . e Begmnmg of AntiSI . 
Slavery.A . (Summer. 1968) 130 131 1;~ery '."&enc1cs in Vermont. " Vemwnl 

March 31
8c1~

1~4'" Vermont , l836: 183s'-· ib "d ( : ,b,d., "The Maj o r Efforh of Anti· 

,;umpsic Verm · 10 T. Mered ith: Jona'ihan' j Autu mn. 1968). 217- 18. 225-27; Wait , 

standin~. In 18~nt , May 7, 1834, to WaitS: unmr, ~nd A_chsah Olin Merriam. Pas· 

on Friday last ~2• he ~ad_ wrille n Wait : " A c ~ern am s alhtude o n slavery was long 

suffer o n the or rav 1sh111g a white woman o tured man was executed at Portsm outh 

the~e are "Omesa7e hday al . Cha rlesion S C r. nineteen-all slaves were sente nced to 

Conant. Brandono Al e bless111gs of slav'ery .: Norr. at em~lmg to excite insurrection· 

• ugust t 3. 1835, to Wait s." or O k. Virginia, Jul y 29, 1822: John , 
• 
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enormou, sin. and ,,, ,uch \\-Orthy of the reprobation of every philan-

thropist and Chri~tian. I thint-. you have wrong views of our duty. 

and mistal,.c the leading principlt!l, of moral reform. I do not approve of 

1he view\ and mca,tirc, of ,1Hnc of the Abolitioni,1s I thin!,. that rime is 

necessar) to effect the emancipation 11f Slaves. but thi<; docs not excuse 

us from taking proper mea,ure, to effect it as ,oon as possible. In any 

cause of moral rclorm oppo ,itwn ,hould not be sought by those endeav-

oring to cffct:t ~ut:h :i reform. hut the)' <;hould avoid it as far as they can 

consi~tentl) v. ith their ohjcd \\-h11:h ,hould be ,pcedily accomplished. 

But the -.amc ,pirit of oppo ,ition ha, cxi<;ted in a reform on every other 

subject a, exi,t~ on thi, .... I h:I\ e ,aid mut:h more on this subject than 

I intended: hut it ,ccm, to me that it imolved principles which should 

never be ,urrcndcrcd. ,nJccd which we arc moraly hound never to yeld. 

But after all. th" cl.1,~ a, > ou ,a)' is more to he pitied than censured in 

some re~pect,. hut 1f the) take no mca,urc, to better their conditions 

they will he both pitiable and ccn,urahlc. 2~ 

In 1837. needing additional facult). Wait in4uired of Isaac Merriam 

about the a,ailahilit} of J. B. White . a native of Illinois engaged to 

Merriam·~ daughter. Merriam an~wered that while he did not know 

what compem,ation Wal-.e h,re~t might offer White. nonetheless. he 

confeS!,ed. he had al" a} s "had objections to having the de!.tinies of any 

of my friend, connected ,,.. ith the !,lave-holding communities." Then 

he added to hi!. hrothcr-in -law who had been in North Caro lina for ten 

~cars: " I suppm,e time & u,c may accu~tom u!. to it so that our fee!-

rngs may not he ~hoded by ih moral enormity. Still I have no doubt if 

these commun11ic~ do not do ;11stice to the enslaved-'God will come 

down to dcli,er them-then ,~oe to the opp ressor.' ·•:?ff Some of Wait's 

Vermont corrc1,pondentl-. "ere expressing an intransigence on the 

slavery quest ion \\ h ic h inten!.ilied in later years. 

Familial relation~ did not totally sour as a result of the slavery ~on~ 

troversy. In contrm,t with the caustic commen ts that often characterize 

lett~rs from t_hc Merriams. Wait\ relati ons wit~ his own par~nts 
1
~e-

marned especial!) ,, arm until his mother's death in I 854. Occasiona Y, 

he tra,elled North to , isit his family. On one such occasion. in 1837 · 

he baptized hi1, elder ly pare nts . As he attended the sessio~s of the 

BaptiSt Triennial Con"en tion in New York in 1838, he possibly used 

this occasion to , isit Northern relatives again. The following year. 

Wa_it and his cousin. w. z. Waite. of Granville. New Y~r_k, ~enew;hd 

the1r correspondence which lasted until the North Carolinian s dea · 
W · · f I · Northern 

au s lette rs arc not 1-.nown to be extant, but those O 11s . 
cousi • . local and nationa l 

n provide lucid commentary on numerous 

25 M I 36 Charles R Merriam . 

26· Yon Merr iam, Waterville , Maine. Aug~st 6. 18 • to · 

· Isaac Merriam. December I. 1837. to Wa11. 
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events which he termed the "great political que~tion, of the day as well 
as those of a moral nature." 

In his first letter. W. Z. Waite observed that "the nation appears to 1 

be on the verge of some great revolution." Thi), dangrr had arisen , 

according to his analysis because "the North and the South arc cherish-
ing a spirit of discord among themsehes." with "puhlications at the 

North irritating the South increasingly. while e,er) exhibition of il-
legal punishment at the South creates a tenfold zeal at the North."' He 
concluded apprehensively "all these thing!> mu,t end ,ome,vhcre. but 
where God only knows ... 21 

Ju_st as the Waits were feeling the disapprO\al of some Northern 
~elat1ves, the churches in the South were under attack hy l'le111ents "ith· ' 

•,~;~e No~thern churches over ~he moralit) of the sl:ne S)),lem. At its • 
sess,~n, the North Carolina Baptist Stair C'on\'cntion counter-

attac~ed wnh a r_esoluti?n declaring "the fate fanatical procredings ' 
touc~mg the subJeet of abolition arc uncalled for. intrusive. and 
pernicious. and that as such th h · · 
. . .. . ey ave our 1110,t un4uahhed d1sappro· 

bation. Wuh sectional d's d · . • 
. . 1 cor permeatmg the structure, ol orcan1zed 

religion. W. Z. Waite lamented that·· ... slavery and antisla,e;y .. had 
produced "contention am I . . . . .. 
1840 . ong t le profe~sed followers ol ( hrist. In 

1 h. rledplymg to Northern Baptist decrees of non -fcll1m ship ,~ ith 
s ave o ers North Carol' B . 
"th ' ma apt1st!, expressed their opinion that 

e movement [sic] of N th bo. . . . . 
th I or ern a ht1on1sts arc uncalled tor in 

emse ves. and schismical [ · ] d • . .. 
The 11 . sic an n11sch1evous in their tendency. 

0 owmg year the Raleigh B · 
vention termed th 'N aptist A~sociation of the state con· 

e ortherners "b bod' •· • 
"inexpedient th h . usy 1es and resolved that 1t was 
Abolitionists at~~ t Bahpt1_sts of the South should co-operate ,v ith the 

w . . e ort • 111 any of our institutions of bene,olence." 28 

au remamed aloof fron th 
social concerns h l'k 1 ese arguments. ln!>tead of focusing on 
a personal p· t, eh I e many Southern clergymen of the da) ad\'ocated 

ie y t at expressed it it· . 
of souls H's I . se in moral conduct and the sa,ing 

. • etter of mstrucf . 
ions to the Convention missionaries 

27. Wait, Biblical Recorder Ma 11 . 
er appeared "to ertjoy much Y_ • 1854; Wait' s cousin wrote him that his moth· 
papers _she had recd from Samfah;cation in shewing me the pile of letters and 

~monal of fillial affection ... w ai ~ca~y I thought it a great (nol to say a proud) 
0 scrap of paper either writen· 

0 
· _aue, November 25. 1844, to Wail. Likewise: 

~t l~~seor dest~?Yed, all are pre~i~~nted which comes from Sarni. is permitted to 

York J ~• fn. Ibid., Hebron, Septemb':t ~rec,ous remembran ces of her beloved 
Bapti~t ~Y O, l837, to Wait; Proceed ' r 2, 1845:_ Dr. J . Smith. Geneva, New 
10, 1839 enera/ Convention, /838, p, 3.'nwgs of the . N1111h Triennial Mee1111g of tht 

28 .b,'dlo Wait. • · Z. Waite . Granville New York March 
' I I .; NCBSCM • . 

lion 184/ 4 ' 1835, P, 8; ibid /840 
' 'P, · ·• • p. 5; Minu1es of the Raleigh Assoc/a· 
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embarking upon a year's work within the state revealed Waifs pre-

occupation ,..,ith "spiritual .. matter.- and his a,ersion to becoming in-

volved in temporal controversies ... Your primary business will be,'' 
he told them . .. of course . to preach the gospel. .. As far as the "exciting 

question!, . .. [agitating) the puhlic mind." he expressed his hope that 

their discretion~ ould dictate complete !>ilence. 
He practiced hi,; preaching. Rufu, Babcock. an associate from earlier 

times. praisrd Wait for "holding on [to) the e,en tenor of your 
way ende,I\ oring noiselessly to do good to the minds and thence to the 

bodies and soul, of all around you." Coming at a time when "the rabid 

zeal of some ... among us cool northerners [was] threatening lo turn 
the world up~ide down and tear the union of our churches and next of 

our State, in sunder : · Wait's po~ition. Babcock maintained. was 

"em iable compared,, ith modern agitators. "29 

As Pre),ident of Wake Fore!>t. Wait de\'oted hb primary attent ion 
to promotinc it~ ,,elfare. In 1839. the state legislature is!iued a charter 

giving the n~,v ~tatu, of Wake Forest College. Even so. President Wait 
found that much of hi, time and effort wa!i directed towards placing 

the young school on a tinn financial foundation-a task complicated 
by the Panic of 183 7 and its aftermath. To alleviate the financial prob-
lems of the school. Wait periodically -.olicited contributions in itl> _be· 

half until his resignation in 1845.:io For all his attention to collegiate 
duties and hi!> di~indination to discm,!. the questions agitating the pub-

lic. Wait nr, er escaped the growing controversy over slavery. . . 
In the 18-t(rs. Northern relati,es became e,en more vocal 111 their 

denunciation of the slave system and. by extension. of Wait for ~~n-
tinuing to li,e in its midst. Aware of the growing abolitioniSI a~tivity 

in his region of New York by 1841, W. z. Waite predicted that 111 the 

impending local Assembly election the Anti-Slavery vo_te would b_e 
·•increased 20 fold from fast fall." Mrs. Waifs brother-in-law felt 11 

the Christian's duty to pray for ··those whose merchandise is in the 
bodies and souls of men. and pray that they may be delivered from the 
judgment." To him. the Abolitionists were the new "propogators of 

truth" who. like their earlier counterparts, were said to ··tur~ the wo~ld 

upside down." Becoming increasingly outspoke n about the 111111'.orahty 
of slavery. W. z. Waite called it the ··one dark spot" impe~ll1g !he 
progress of Christianity. To look upon it produced in him "an irresiSt-

29 W . b 25 1835· Rufus Babcock, 
· a,t , as cited in Biblical Recorder, Novem er • · 

Po
30
ughkep~ie, New York. January 7. 1841. to Wait. S II Wait · H Clark, 
. · Waa, Guilford County, N.C., September 19, 1839, to a Y. . • D/ar 

Middletown, Vermont, October J J, 1838, to Wait; ibid., March 8, 1841 • Wait, y. 
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able revulsion of feeling." He applauded the runaways who. he said, 
exercised .. the inalienable rights with which they arc endm, ed by their 
Creator." 'Thousands in a single year" passed through on their way to 1 

Canada, he said, and they thereby presented an incontrmcrtible com- , 
mentary on the institution. 

The most strident rebuke came from Mr~. Wait\ brother. Isaac 
Merriam. He expressed his regrets that Wal..e Forest\ financial prob-
lems persisted, but in his opinion "a curse lies upon all henc,olent 

efforts in the South-the blighting paralyLing influence affects them ' 
all. Slavery is, ever has been-and will continue to be a leprous curse 
upon every good thing there." This .. moral incubu!,." he charged. ren-
dered .. to a great extent the whole circle of bene, olent effort 111cffi-

ci~nt." His reprimand continued: "I do not sa) that no g1xx.l thing can 1 

exist there . ... But while the influence of sla.,,cry continues all who 

~abour for these results must feel. lllU!,l !..now that there is a deadly mal ' 
1~Huenc~, in Southern institutions which chill their courage and hang 
like a 111111 stone upon their efforts. and fatally obstruct, them." 

Waifs only daughter had recently married and Merriam m,su111ed 1 

that her husband was a sla,eholder. For hi!> part he \.\as "qui te sure" 1 

that he preferred his children .. should earn their whok Ii, ing b) their 

own eff~rt-~ than to be connected with this thing that is fraught "ith 1 

every evil. Realizing that Wait in his adaptation to the South had be· 
come a slaveowner Me · h . • mam ex orted h1111 to "tal..e timcl) measures 
to show that mercy to th . , · 
I osc m your power- that you ,~oulJ that they 

s 1ould shew to you were & h 
B . you t ey to change situation~. ":11 

Y 1845, national church O • · • . . 
t' . 1 1. rgan1zat1ons had begun splitting on sec· 
iona mes because of te · · • 

A . ns1ons ansmg O\.Cr the slavery 4uestion. 
mong Baptists, the issue h d b . 
. a een festering for several years. and to 

many a rupture seemed · · . b . . . . . 
Tll) . . M . mev,ta le. W1thm North Carol ma. Editor 

( mas ercd1th of the B'/ /'. . . 

Paper d' 11 1Ca/ Recorder. the denom111at1011al news· 
• ,~approved of a div'.· y 

holding So ti . ~sion. ct following the rejection of slave· 
u 1erners as m1ss1ona .. b bo 

tion the Southc B . · nes Y ards of the General Convcn· 
· rn apt1s1s elected 10 h . . . 

cordingly, on M· 8 18 orm t cir own organization. Ac· 
and organized u,?So· 1 

45 · dcle_gates comcned in Augusta . Georgia. 
. ut iern Baptist C . . . 

mission boards I d' om ent1011 with foreign and home 
through an off~r :tc ,a,tely this new body impinged upon Wait's life 

cmp oymcnt with· · · B 
tie. a North Carolin· B· . . . m one of its agencies. A. J. at· 

a aptiSl minister and long-time associate of Wait. . 

F ii. W. z. Waite, Hebron, October 

1 e~u~ry I, 1842. to Sally Wait· W z :Ji .1841, lo Wait ; Jac ob Powers . Brandon. 
0 ail; Isaac Merriam Tremoni 111. ·. at1e, Granville, New York January 8 184-1, 

' · mots, March 16, 1845. · ' 
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on his return trip home from the Augusta meeting. informed Wait that 

he had tal..en the liberty to recommend hi111 for a vacant position. The 
person appointed Corrc~ponding Secretary of the Home Missions 
Board of the Southern Comention haJ immediately resigned. Battle 

suggested to Jcs~e Hartwell of South Carolina, President of the Do-
mestic Mis~ion BoarJ. "that bro Sa111I. Wait ... would 111ake a first 
rate Corresponding Secretary for our Domestic Board." Hartwell con-

curred and promised to broach the matter at the Board meeting. To 
justify his presumptuousness. Battle offered his knowledge of Wait's 

strong feeling!:, on the religious education of Negro sla.,,es. That matter 
was to be a special concern of the D0111c!:,tic Board, and Battle told Wait 

that by accepting the position. he \.\Ould be able to implement a system 
lhat would cause "Ethiopia to stretch forth her hands unto God.'' 

Within two wceb. Wait recei\.ed a letter fro111 Hartwell inquiring 
if he would undl'rtal..e the duties of the secretariat and informing him 

that acceptance would necel>sitate his 1110\ing to Alabama.=12 Although 
Wait remained in North Carolina. the fact that the Board offered hi111 

the position signilied his acceptability to the Southerners despite his 

Northern antecedent)>. 
The Mcthodi,t l::pi~copal Church al,o split into orthern and ~uth~ 

crn branches. Conse4uently. W. z. Waite wrote that "that portion ot 
the Church residing in the free !>tales feel themselves relieved of a 

heavy burden and "ill naturally "ithout any efforts settle down on the 
right ground ,.,.ith regard to slavery." Ne,er reticent on the issue. ofth _e 

immorality of slavery. he remained an outspoken advocate ot aboli-
tion. He told hi~ Southern cousin of a forthcoming Anti-Slavery con-
vention of I 0.000 persons "to con!,ult on the best means of freeing our 

country from the cur~e of slavery." Because of the innuence of South· 

erners in directing national policy. in 1845. Waite had f~und ."the 
Political hea, en ... I presenting] a repulsive aspect'' and this attitude 

was still in e, idence a few months later when he commented on Norlh· 

crn opinions of the Mexican War: "It is generally looked upon as a 

mean and wicl..cd pretence to strengthen the arm of the oppressor a~1d 
extend the area of slavery." He felt constrained to inforn~ his cousin. 

despite the North Carolinian's probable aversion to " heanng much on 
the subject of slavery," that anti-slavery feeling in the Nori~ ~as not 
10 be attributed to "a few weak heads" but was universal. Citizens of 
the free states had resohed that the system would be allowed no further 

32 S • .. 60 63· A J Battle, Charles-
. troupe, "'History of the Biblical Recorder. PP· · · · · M 31 1845 

1
1°0"w· s_.c., May 14. 1845. to Wait : Jesse Hartwell. Marion . Alabama, ay ' • 
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growing room. He recognized that the ultimate solution to the problem 
was fraught with dangerous possibilities. C\.en that "the fair fabric of 
the Union ... [might) be dashed lo atoms for the bendit~ of Slav- 1 

ery. ":!3 

Th~ nadir of Wait's personal conflicts over the sla, er) problem ' 
came m 1848. While visiting the Middletown, Vermont. church \\here 
many years before he had received his baptismal ordinance and where 
~e could probably have become minister after Sylvanul> Haynes' death 
m I 827, Wait felt the depth of hostility that man) Vermonters held for 
slavery and slaveholders Cont . . . 

. . • rary to an apparent cu~to111 of allowing , 
Wait to preach m that church on his return visits to hi), home. this time 
the church issued no s·u I · · • c 1 1nv1tat1on. Though the mini,ter offered 1 

several transparent excuse , 1 · • . 
. s ,or 11s 111tent1on to preach that Sunday 

himself on a particula I · · . . r Y important topic, Wait correct I} analyzed the 
s1tuat1on. Despite his broth , . . 
. . er s membership 111 that chun.:h and the ob· 
Ject1ons of other clo f · d h 

1 . se nen s, t e congregation had \.otcd to bar the 1 
pu Pll to defenders of slavery. 

The experience wound d w • . . 
cousin that th I h e all i. feelings. W. Z. Waite \Hole his 1 

1 . oug .1 t e church members held decpscatcd feel Ing:-against 
s avery, their action towa d h. . 
proper displa of er r s. 1111 constitu ted an unnccc~~ary and im· 
holdercould y p ~ na~ disrespect. Personal!) . he felt that a slave· 

possess piety 111 all th . 
ly· "Wh h O er respects. He concluded nt)lgnanl· 

. ct er you sec fit to . t" 

say that I feel d . ans~er this communication or not I wish to 
. a eep mterest 111 y It' . . . 

distance nor c· our we are wl11ch neither 11111c nor 
ircumstance can d 

fcctions and fr,·e d h. estroy. You arc as welcome to my af-
n s 1p now and Id 

braces as at any . wou be as cordiall y recd to my em· 
ormer period of ) 1· ... ,4 

spondence resumed W . ( ur 1ves. · Though the corre-
. au had mad h · I · 

Returning to North C I' e. is ast trip to Vermont. 
many aspects of his "d a~o ma. Wait resumed his i1l\.ohement in the 
President. he had b uty thcre. After his resignation as Wat-.e Forest 
T een elected p ·d f 

rustees. For six y h res, ent of the school'!. Board o 
C . ears e held s 1 . . h 

arolma. In later ye· W . · evera pastora tes 111 piedmont Nort 
In 185 I, he again tu arsd, h.a,t called this the happiest part of his life. 
d rne 1s atte t' • 

ent of the denominat· . 11 ion to education. this time as pres1-
t· . ions Oxford F I 
mue his arduous labo d . ema e College. His ability to con· 

rs esp11e ad . . vancmg years amazed hil> conteJll· 

33· W. Z. Waite H b 
to Wait · e ron, September 22 

34. Wait Middl ' 1845, July 28. 1846 and January l. 1848, 
Middlctow~ Clown, Vermont Jun 2 
1849, to Wait ca. 1848, to Mrs. W~it· ; 184~, to Sally Wait ; Mrs . C. C. Merria,n. 

· ' · · Waite, Granville. New York . March I l, 
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poraries. H1c wrote \\'. z. Waite that he needed forty years more to 
accomplish hi~ plans.:1~• 

By 1857. Wait had determined to re:-ign his presidency despite re-
quests that he continue. In June of 1857. he had returned to Forest-
ville, near Wat-.c Fore~t. to live with his daughter and son-in-law. The 
Oxford presidenq ,, a!. Wait's la:-t longterm occupation through which 
he worked to c,tend e, angelical Christianity. But his last years were 
anything but a period of retirement. Soon after his resignation from 
Oxford. Wait seriou~I) consi dered 1110, ing to Texas despite his sixty-
eight year!>. H1c invited W. z. Waite to meet him there. but the latte r 
declined hccau~e he helie,ed he could not acclimate himself to Texas 
after a lifetime in the North. Moremer. none of his children would 
think of mm ing into a i.lmc area. Wait remained in his adopted home-
land and devoh:d hi~ energy primarily to serving as pastor of various 
churchc!. and wort-.ing for his belm ed Wake Forest until his health re-
strained him.:lfi 

Soon Wat-.e Forc~t and Wait felt the dislocations in Southern life 
caused by the coming of the ci, ii war. Writing from Illinois. John 
White. a former Pre!>ident of Wake Forest. expressed to Wait his high 
regard for an lll inoi!> politician whom he felt to be the man for the 
country's need ... It is nearly a settled question in the minds of the 
people here ... he reported. "that Lincoln under God is to be that great 
and good spirit that is to calm sect iona l strife and open a brighter dawn 
for our diMurbed coun try ." This politician's advent confirmed White's 
belief that "God always selects noble a nd true men for noble works.'' 

But Lincoln 's election did not calm sectional strife. Instead, there 
developed a "sense of approachi ng trouble. probably of mortal strife, 
between those who should be friends and brothers," as W. Z. 
Waite expressed his fear. Such an atmosphere, he said. had a 
"tendency to paralize business of every kind.'' Earlier he had written 
~ith some disgust of the " hypocr isy and fraud. and treachery and self-
ishness in all parties . ... I am sick of their professions and platforms 
and fear sometimes there is not virtue enough in the country to save 
it." As a supporter of Senator Stephen A. Douglas (a native of Bra.n-
don, Vermont) and his advocacy of popular sovereignity, W._ Z. W~ite 
felt that both sections were contending for "a naked abstraction which 

S 35· Wake Forest College Tru stee Minutes, Jun e 11, 1845; Bre"'.er, ;Li~ ~a?i~· 
G~~ue_~
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[would] probably end in a bloody practicalit y." As one who had once 
maintained that abolition was a national issue. he no\\ ad\Ocated that 
both parties eliminate the .. negro question" as a national i~~ue and let I 
the legislatures of the territories handle it. If this were done. he be- ( 
lieved. there would be no "further trouble about the negrocs ... and ) 
lif] then everybody would mind their own busine~ I thin!,.. the coun-
try could be prosperous and happy." 

Having long since elected to follow his ··sense of duty" and ,,ork 
among the Southerners. Wait remained in the South during the war. 
He fought vainly against the closing of Wake Forest when the Con- ; 
federate Congress conscription order caused a manpower shortage at 
the school. 

After the war, W. Z. Waite wrote his cousin "to try and a~certain 
whether you are yet among the living. or whether you h,l\e passed to 
the land of the hereafter." His letter was not written to ··~peak of the 
cause or causes of the war or of its Jw,tice or effects ... although he did 
"bewail the millions that have fallen and hope and pray for the mil-
lions that are left." In 1866. Wait's mental powers ga, e way. He died 
on July 28, 1867. and was buried in Wal,..e Forest. 

Before his death, Wait had received from a ministerial colleague a 
letter of superlative commendat ion for his life and labor in North 
Carolina: "Through God's grace. you have done a world of good in 
N.C. • . , You were always a working man . ... Jf for the la~t 30 years 
we had had 50 such men as you. N.C. would ha,e been a garden." 

The State Convention eulogized Wait as "emphatically a good man 
· · · of natural dignity and deep-toned piety." Sensitive to the fact that W. · d ait s a option of North Carolina had strain ed his Vermont bonds. the Convention resolution concluded: "Ours durin g life. he has at laSl 
full _of y~ars and full of honors, laid his bones among u~ as amid the 
fanuly of ~is choice, leaving to us the precious legacy of his unfailing 
~ove and his spotless example: we will enshrine it in our hearts. ":17 So 
11 was that another so f y · G . · n ° ermont saw his duty far from the reen Mountains of his native state. 

37. W. Z. Waite Belleville w· . . ·r • of Dr. Samuel Wai~ .. P 40. El' tsconsin . October 20, 1865, to Wait ; Brewer, ·Lt' 
Wait; NCBSCM, 1867, p~. 25_28'.as Dodson. Eagle Mills, N.C., February 22, t867. to ,, 
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[would] probably end in a bloody practicality ." As one who had once 
maintained that abolition was a national issue. he nm, ad\(K:ated that 
both parties eliminate the "negro question·· as a national i~~ue and let I 
the legislatures of the territories handle it. If this werl' done. he be- ( 
lieved. there would be no "further trouble ahout the negrocs ... and I 
lif) then everybody would mind their own busine~ I thinl.- the coun-
try could be prosperous and happy." 

Having long since elected to follow his "sense of duty" and ,,nrk 
among the Southerners. Wait remained in the South during the war. 1 

He fought vainly against the closing of Wake Forest when the C'on- ; 
federate Congress conscription order caused a manpower shortage at 
the school. 

After the war, W. Z. Waite wrote his cousin "to try and a~certain 
whether you are yet among the living. or whether you h,I\C passed to 
the land of the hereafter." His letter was not written to "~peak of the 
cause or causes of the war or of its Jw,tice or effects.·· although he did 
"bewail the millions that have fallen and hope and pray for the mil-
lions that are left." In 1866. Wait's mental powers ga, e v. ay. He died 
on July 28, I 867. and was buried in Wale Forest. 

Before his death, Wait had received from a ministerial colleague a 
letter of superlative commendation for his life and labor in North 
Carolina: "Through God's grace, you ha,e done a world of good in 
N.C. •., You were always a working man .. .. If for the la~t 30 years 
we had had 50 such men as you. N.C. would ha"e been a garden." 

Th~ State Convention eulogized Wait as "emphatically a good man 
···o f natural dignity and deep-toned piety." Sensiti,e to the fact that W. · d ait s a option of North Carolina had strained his Vermont bonds. the Convention resolution concluded: "Ours during life. he has at la5t 
full _of years and full of honors. laid his bones an~ong us as amid the fanuly of his ch · I · · ·1· . oice, eavmg to us the precious legacy of his untai ing 
~ove and hts spotless example: we wil I enshrine it in our hearts. ":17 So 
11 was that another so f y G . · n ° ermont saw his duty far from the reen Mountains of his native state. 
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