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Mil/hews Baptist observes 
church music weekend 
On May 18-19 Matthews Baptist 

Church will accent its music ministry 
with guests Charles Gatwood and 
Charles Storey from the Baptist State 
Convention of North Carolina. 
During this emphasis the children's 

choirs. youth choir. youth handbell 
ensemble. adult choir. and children's 
choir leaders will receive workshop 
instructions culminating in a 
workshop experience Sunday at 11 
am. 

Mr. Gatwood. director of the 
church· music department. for North 
Carolina Baptists. has held this posi 
tion since 1977. He holds degrees 
from Indiana University. and has serv- 
ed as minister of music at First Bap 
tist. Bloomington. Ind.: First Baptist. 
Greer. S.C.:. and Snyder Memorial. 
Fayetteville. 
The Indiana native is the former 

chairman of the music department at 
North Greenville Jr. College. Tiger 
vifle. S.C. Mr. Gatwood is past vice 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Church Music Conference. 
He directs the Cary Community 

chorus. Mr. Gatwood and his wife 
Carolyn live in Cary. where he serves 
as deacon at the First Baptist Church. 

Charles Storey. associate director of 
the church music department f~r 
North Carolina Baptists since 1977 is 
a native North Carolinian. growing up 
in Blowing Rock and G~ah~m. 
He is a zraduare of Mars Hill Col- 

lege. Furman University and . the 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He has served Ardmore 
Baptist. Winston Salem: First Bapt!st. 
Kannapolis: and Temple Ba~t1st. 
Wilmington. as minister of music. 
Storey has been a member of the 

Centuryrnen. the general board of the 
Baptist State Convention. and the 
hymnal committee for the 1975 
Southern Baptist Hymnal. .. 

Matthews Baptist Church began ~his 
special weekend last year by hosting 
the University of Georgia concert 
choir. under the direction of Dr. 
Pierce Arant. 
This event concludes the graded 

choir year and is followed by the .an 
nual choir commencement service. 
This year the commencement will be 
at 7:30 pm in the church sanct.uary. 
The Matthews Community rs in 

vited to attend these special services 
of music. 



A concert will be held 
during the week with parents 
invited. 

Dan Ridley, minister of 
youth and music, hosted the 
youth from the church at an 
outing Sunday evening, May 
25. The youth enjoyed the 
Girl Scout treat of S'mores 
and listened to beautiful 
singing by Tripp Rogers from 
the United Methodist church. 

Matthews Baptist News 
The poor boy supper May 

30 was a success. The youth· 
sponsored event raised $400 
for Mission Trip '80 and the 
Myrtle Beach trips. 
Upcoming for the youth of 

Matthews Baptist Church on 
June 14 is a canoe trip. 
On June 30 the youth team 

up with youth from Mt. 
Harmony and go to Caro· 
winds. Then the Mission Trip 
will be July 11-19. 
Natural Bridge, Va., 

Washington, DC, southern 
¥aryland, river cruising, and 

Virginia beach are on the 
agenda. 

The youth will teach back 
yard Bible clubs as the main 
project and present the 
drama "The Ga,me". 

Children's choir camp is 
June 23-28. Youngsters from 
the Cherub and Carol choirs 
will attend. The schedule 
includes worship, concerts, 
rehearsals, inspi'rational fun 
time and recreation. 

Vacation Bible School 
June 16-20. 

Indian Trail: S. E. News 
Jackson: Northampton News 
Maiden Times 
Pineville Pioneer 
Scotland Neck: This Week 
Shallotte: Free Press 
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Matthews 
Baptist calls 
new pastor , 
Matthews Baptist Church is pleas 

ed to announce the calling of 
Reverend Steven A. Rumley as its 
new pastor. 

Rev. Rumley comes to Matthews 
from First Baptist Church of Burl 
ington, l\ .C. where he served as 
associate pastor. 

During his eight years at Burl 
ington First Baptist, Rev. Rumley 
also served as the vouth minister. He 
is a native of Burlington and prior 
to joining Fii;.s.t Baptist h · was 
associated with the YMCA as its 
youth director. 

Rev. Rumlev attended Elon Col 
lege at Elon, ·~ .C. and graduated 
from International College, Hawaii 
with a major in Christian education. 
He is a 1984 graduate from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Wake Forest. 

Rev. Rumlev is married to the 
former Lynn c·ole of Burlington and 
they have three children, Camilla, 
Steven and Chastuv. Thev will 
reside in Matthews ·on Fn:emont 
Street and the children will attend 
local schools. 
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Matthews Baptist Church 
dedicates family center 
Sunday, February 6, will be an 

exciting day in the life of Matthews 
Baptist Church. Rev. .John Lucas, 
pastor, and Dr. Lawrence Child>, 
director of m i ss i o n s for the 
\fecklenburg Baptist Association, 
will lead the 11 am dedication service· 
of the new family life center and 
Christian ministr.ies buildings. A 
dramatic presentation, "The Last 
Night," at 7 pm will conclude the 
day's a•·ti' ities. 
Fi.ve years of planning by 

committee members Ed Ball, Bill 
·Little, Bill Cathey and Frank 
Williams; arch.itect~ral d .. sign by 
Abcrnathy-Poctzch, P. v., and 
construction liy T. R. T'u ek e r 
Construction Co., have led to the 
completion of the half-million 
dollar facilities. 
The Christian ministries building 

houses classrooms, an audio-visual 
area and music d•·parlment, while a 
full kitchen with work area and a 
gymnasium complete with lighted 
s c o r e b o a r d a n d r e t r a •· t a b I e 
basketball goals complete the fami,I~ 
life center. 

Written especially for the 
occasion, the drama "The Last 
Night" portrays Jesus' last night on 
earth. Told entirely through the eyes 
of Peter in living pictures, 
accompanied by music and 
narration, it is the creation of W.J. 
"Bill" Grubbs, chi ef engineer of 
Pr e ci c i o n Control and MBC 
member. // 
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Ken Powers ordained by Matthews Baptist 
Kenneth E. Powers, minister of 

music and youth at Matthews Baptist 
Church, will be ordained to the gospel 
ministry this Sunday, October 7, dur 
ing the morning worship hour at the 
church. 

Powers has been on the staff at the 
church since last October. 

A native of Toccoa, Ga., Powers is 
a graduate of •the University of 
Georgia and the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He has serv 
ed the following churches on a part- 

time basis before corning to 
Matthews: 
Carnes Creek Baptist, Athens First 

Presbyterian, Chapelwood Methodist, 
Wesley Foundation Center (all_ in 
Georgia); St. Matthews Methodist, 
Crescent Hill Baptist, and Lee's lane 
Baptist in Kentucky. 
He was licensed to ministry by his 

home congregation, First Baptist, 
Toccoa, ·in May, 1983. The council 
for the ordination was chaired by John 
W. Lucas, pstor of Matthews Baptist 
Chaurch. 
Other members were Gerald J. 

Bearden, pastor of Durham 
Memorial, Charlotte; Lowell Dotson, 
minister of music of Providence, 
Charlotte; Z. Warren Mallard, church 
developoment director, Mecklenburg 
Baptist Association; and James D. 
Reich, minister of music of First Bap 
tist, Monroe. 

This service will mark the first time 
in the church's 107 year history that 
a minister has been ordained while on · 
the church staff. Everyone is welcom 
ed to attend. 
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Nystrom - Rorieoq 
Scarlet Antonie Rorie and Dr . 

.effrey Angrn~~trom were mar 
ried Dec. 2 at First "Baptist Church 
,........,-~ .......... -........., in Matthews. 

The Rev. Ste 
ven Rumley of 
ficiated. 

The bride is 
the daughter of 
Charlotte and 
Ralph Rorie of 
Matthews. She 
is a graduate of 
East Mecklen 
burg High 
School and is a 
student at Pres- 

byterian Hospital School of Nurs 
ing in Charlotte. 
The groom is the son of Shirley 

and Charles Nystrom of Winston 
Salem. He is a graduate of R.J. 
Reynolds High School, N.C. State 
University and UNC-Chapel Hill, 
where he earned a doctor of phi 
losophy in analytical chemistry. 
He is a manufacturing engineer 
with Juno Tool and Plastics Corp. 
in Rock Hill. 
Music was provided by harpist 

Elizabeth Clark, and vocalists, 
Traci Burgess, Douglas Burgess Jr. 
and Barbara Wilson. 

Maid of honor was Julia Leeper. 
Bridesmaids were Natalie Flynn, 
Lori Nicholls, Kathleen Schach 
erer, Dargin Wilson and the 
bride's cousins, Claudia Hein and 
Gretchen Seyfert. 

Best man was the groom's fa 
ther. Groomsmen were Robert 
Finley, Brandon Williams, Robert 
Vogel, Maj. James Naudain, Eric 
Seyfert, the bride's brother, Pat 
rick Rorie and the groom's 
brother. Charles Nystrom l . 

Nystrom 

A receptio was held at 
church. · 

After a trip to Jamaica and 
Williamsburg, Va., the couple wil 
live in Charlotte. 
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Matthews Baptist News n 
Among East Mecklenburg 

graduates from the Matthews 
Baptist Church are Damon 
Culpepper, Errol Erns 
berger, Jimmy Gulley, 
Donald Honeycutt, Donna 
Mater, Frank Williams. 

Vacation Bible _School is 

June 16-23. A meeting for the 
school was held June 1. 
Appreciation goes to 

Pamela Carr, Julie Hollar, 
Amy McAteer and Donna 
Newton for representing the 
church at the associational 
tournament forChildren's 
Bible drill. 

It was held at Pritchard 
Memorial Baptist Church on 
May 18 with Amy and Donna 
advancing to the state 
tournament. 

Mrs. Patsy Knight and Mrs. 
Rhonda Thomas are the 
leaders. ,, 
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Matthews Baptist News 
The youth at Matthews 

Baptist Church are always a 
busy group, and the month of 
April is no exception. 

Upcoming on the 26th is a 
Bible study to he held at 
the home of tom and Bob 
Carr. The youth council will 
meet prior tothe Bible 
study, followed by supper 
for all youth at 6 pm and 
the study period at 7 pm. 

Topic of the study is "Sex 

and Dating-- The Biblical 
View". 
The hardworking youth of 

the church are under the 
direction of Dan Ridley, the 
minister of youth and music. 

Training session number 
three will be Sunday at 4:25 
pm for Mission Trip 80 to 
Maryland. held in July, the 
mission trip promises to he a 
teaching and learning 
experience for all involved. 
Also on Sunday, a youth 

outing after the evening 
worship service. 
The Charlotte Boys Choir 

will perform at the church on 
Sunday, May4, at 7:30 pm. the 
community is invited to 
attend. 
The second annual Youth 

Talent Night, originally 
scheduled for April 20, has 
been postponed until April 
27 at 7:30 pm. The 
tremendous repsonse by the 
talented youth of the church 
caused the delay. 

[I JOAN CARR 
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iJ~t Baptist of Matthews and Matthews 
Pre~byterian provide a home 
By SAMANTIIA STARLING 

tJ I 

_!!!st Baptist Church of Mat:. 
, thews and Matthews Presbyterian 
Church have come together to pro 
vide a family with a home. The two 
congregations began work on the 19th 
house in the Fullwood Trace neigh 
borhood in Matthews July 9. All of 
the homes in this neighborhood were 
built through Habitat for Humanity. 

The newest addition to the 
community will be the home for 
Connie Livingston and her two chil 
dren Reggie, who is 14 and Alexis, 
11. The family is eager to start its new 
home. 

"I've been on a cloud. I need 
someone to pinch me to make sure 
I'm not dreaming," said Livingston. 

Livingston is a school bus 
driver for Charlotte Mecklenbur 

Schools. She has held this position 
since 1985. She said she bas driven all 
age groups throughout the years and 
loves the children. 

Don Smith, [be project coor 
dinator for Matthews Presbyterian said 
things are running smoothly. 

"We cosponsored the house 
with Matthews Baptist and split the 
cost 50/50. Matthews Baptist has more 
manpower, about 4-1 since its congre 
gation has about 1,000 and we only 
have 250, but everything is running 
smoothly," he said. 

Matthews Presbyterian be 
gan thinking about this project in I une. 
In July, it contacted First Baptist and 
the two congregations came together. 
According to Smith, the obligation to 
Habitat for Humanity bas already been 
paid off, and the amount of volunteers 
has been a great response. 

"The turnout of volunteers 
has been very wonderful. It was more 

than we anticipated," said Smith. 
Walt Tappan, vohmteer co 

ordinator for Matthews Presbyterian, 
has been very busy getting the house 
ready for specialists. Once the roof is 
finished, the volunteers will be able to 
take a break for these specialists to do 
their part 

"After this weekend, we will 
break until Aug. 27. The plumbing, 
electrical and air conditioning people 
will come in before we can put up the 
siding and insulation," said Tappan. 

Completion of the home is 
slated for early October. However, 
due to the large amounts of rain re 
cently, the date may be pushed back 
until November. 

Livingston has taken the time 
spent in the neighborhood working on 
other homes to meet her neighbors. 
She has worked on quite a few of the 
other homes in Fullwood Trace earn 
ing the required hours needed before 
her family is allowed to move into its 
home. 
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Matthews Baptist 
sells bonds 
\11tthew1 81 tilll Church hu 

begun- a bond 1ale to 
propoaed Chri•lian miniuriu 
building. 

There are two type. of bond1 in 
the i11ue - eoupon bontb with 
m1turity date• from •i• month• to 
rive yean in which inter~t i• paid by 
coupon attached lo the bond each 
October land April 1 until the bond 

Matthews Baptist sells 
hon s for construct· on . • 
Congi nue d from Page l 

matures, and compound interest· 
bonds with interest compounded 
serniannualy and paid along with the 
principal at the maturity date of the 
bonds. 

Depending on the maturity 
period, coupon bond pay from 12 to 
15 percent semiannually. Compound 
interest bonds bear interest at the 
rate of' 13 percent per annum, 
compounded oemiannually. 

These bonds are a good wav to 
provide for a child's education or to 
provide Iunds for retirement yeua. 
The Internal Reve n ue rode allo\\·a 
parents or grandparents to male a 
gift to their children or 
grandchildren without paying gift 
taxes. 
The rhild declares the interest on 

hi~ or her tax return and in most 
ra~es, the l0hild would have no tax 
liability. 

Under rertain c i r c u m st a n c e s , 
church bonds can stand in for an IRA 
or other retirement account while 
you put away' a nest egg for your 
golden yean and help build a church 
in your community. Both coupon 
and compound interest bonds are 
a v a i l ab Ie in $500 and $1,000 
amounts. 
If you are interested in helping 

Mauhews Baptist Church and 
making so me money al the sa~e 
time contact Matthewa Bapt.iat 
Church for more information. _ 

Plans for the new building, which 
the bondE will finance, include a 
fellowship hall with a bul.etba.ll 
court, eight clasrooms, music 
rehearsal and robing rooms for the 
church choirts, a covered dr ive 
throu~h and kitchen farilitiea. 

HaU of $3~0.000 bond isrne have 
already bcl·n re•encd by church 
members and friends. 
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Matthews Baptist 
Church reveals 
building plans 
Matthews Baptist Church is planning a major 

renovation and building project next year. 
Members will vote on the plans designed by the 

church building committee in cooperation with the 
architectural firm McMurry, Abernethy and Poetzsh 
po October 12. 
Sketches submitted to the membership last week, 

call for a large fellowship hall plus a kitchen to be 
build on property behind the present church facility. 
A new two-story addition will also be built towards 

Sadie Drive connecting with the present educational 
wing. 
This building_ will co!1tain the church offices and 

library on one floor and an assembly hall plus three 
classrooms on the upper floor. An elevator will he 
built in this area to serve handicapped members. 

The former fellowship hall under the sanctuary 
·will he renovated for classrooms and a ladies parlor 
.plus four classrooms will he added between the 
sanctuary and present educational wing. 

New construction will contain 16,700 square feet of 
~pace while the renovation will open an addition 
1,500 square feet for classrooms. 
The total project cost is estimated at $690,000. 

;,/ 
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gether. Instead, they co-write with 
others. 
"Actually we tried writing to 

gether a few times, but it just hasn't 
clicked," Phillips confessed. 
"I think one of the reasons is 

we're all too good of friends. When 
we all get in a closed room, none of 
us can get serious. It turns into a 
big laugh fest." 
None of the three artists shows 

any inclination to give up either 
their ministerial or musical roles. 
"Yes sir," drawled the Louisiana 

native. ''We feel like God has 
opened this. door and we're gonna 
try to walk through it." 

Contemporary gospel trio mix pastorates, music 
By TERRY DEBOER 

Special to The Observer 
"Right now is a very stressful 

time for me personally," said sing 
er-songwriter Randy Phillips. 
The artist wasn't speaking of his 

music career. He was wearing his 
other hat as an associate pastor of 
a large Austin, Texas church. 
"There's quite a bit going on 

right now," said Phillips, 34. "Our 
church is in a building program 
and it needs my attention a lot. The 
(concert) tour is about to start and 
we're excited about that. But it's 
the 'being pulled in both directions' 
kind of thing right now." 

Phillips, along with fellow artists 
Shawn Craig and Dan Dean, make 
up the contemporary Christian 
music trio Phillips, Craig & Dean. 
They perform at 7:30 p.m. tonight 
at First Baptist Church, 185 S. 
Trade St. in Matthews. - 
The fhreesome has released 

three successive albums which 

have"" placed nine songs on the top 
of Christian radio inspirational and 
contemporary music charts. 
But all three also have profes 

sional pastoral duties at their borne 
churches. 

''We have our concert schedule 
set up so they're every other week 
and we miss only one Sunday a 
month," noted Phillips. "But the 
touring is a little different 'cause 
you're gone for extended periods 
of time." 

Their most recent album, 
"Trust," is in the top 15 of the 
Billboard Magazine Contemporary 
Christian listings. The current hit 
"Mercy Came Running'' has now 
topped the charts. 

The next single is the Lenten 
themed big ballad, "Crucified With 
Christ," to be released in time for 
the Easter season. 
Since the artists live in different 

cities, they rarely write music to- 

GOSPEL TIME 
WHO: Phillips, Craig & Dean, with 
special guests Aaron-Jeoffrey and 
Joanna Carlson. 
WHERE: First Baptist Church, 
185 S. Trade St., Matthews. 
WHEN: 7:30 tonight. 
ADMISSION: $10 advance, $12 
at the door. Available at area New 
Creation Christian Book Store in 
Matthews and Family Bookstores 
in Pineville. 
DETAILS: 847-9150, 8 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m. weekdays. 
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Matthews Baptist 
On Sunday, July 8, Matthews Bap 

tist Church commissioned eight 
students and four adults to be mis 
sionaries in Beckley, West Virginia 
for MISSION TOUR '84. The North 
Carolina Baptist State Convention in 
alliance with West Virginia's Baptist 
Convention is promoting work with 
West Virginian Southern Baptist Mis 
sionaries and Mission Churches. Mat 
thews Baptist responded by sending 
these youth and adults to le~d 
Backyard Bible Clubs and worship 
services in the greater Beckley area. 
Participating in this mission 

endeavor were: Elizabeth Byrum, a 
senior at East Mecklenburg High 
School; Amy Grubbs, a senior at In 
dependence High School; Rick 
Helms, a senior at Sun Valley High 
School; Jeff Knight a freshman at 
Mars Hill College; Amy McAteer, a 
freshman at Sun Valley; Tiffany 
Raley, a sophomore at East Mecklen 
burg; Wendi Thomas, a junior at East 
Mecklenburg; Chandos Williams, a 
senior at East Mecklenburg; Andrew 
Williams, a junior at the University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill; Rhon 
da Thomas, Food Services Director at 
Matthews Baptist Church; Larry 
Thoma , Truck Driver, Sunday 
School Teacher and Deacon; Kenneth 
Powers, Minister of Music and Youth 
at the church. 
The theme of the tour was "Share 

His Love." Five months of prepara 
tion went into the making of the trip. 
Each youth was required to attend 
training sessions which enabled them 
to teach the Bible Stories, to articulate 
their faith, and to share their Chris 
tianity with others. 

Prior to the trip the church con 
gregation was involved in saving 
labels from Campbell soups, Prego 
spaghetti sauce, and Swanson and Van 
Camp products. These companies give 
a few cents cash for each label return 
ed. Money from the labels will be us 
ed to puchase equipment - filmstrips, 
chairs, desks and chalkboards for 
churches in Beckley. Matthews Bap 
tist plans to continue saving labels 
throughout the year and welcomes the 
participation of other members of the 
community. Labels may be taken by 
the church office from 9 am to 5 pm 
weekdays. 
Sponsoring missionaries, Lawrence 

and Barbara Stewart helped the Mat 
thews group locate strategic places in 
Beckley for the clubs. through the 
Stewarts' preliminary efforts the youth 
missionaries were able to reach more 
than one hundred people with the good 
news of Jesus Christ. 
"Home base" for the mission team 

was The First Southern Baptist 
Church of Grandview-Beckley . . . 
the only Southern Baptist Church in 
the area. While the people of Mat- 

mission· tour 

Backyard Bible class wears graduation caps. 

Kenneth Powers leads the singing 
during a service. 

Jeff Knight and Rick Helms play 
trumpets. Getting ready to leave for Mission Tour '84. 

thews Baptist were there work groups 
of youth and adults from Marshville, 
Hickory, and Weaverville, North 
Carolina were on hand to do needed 
construction work. Their efforts, 
along with the activities of other North 
Carolina Baptists, have resulted in 
First Southern Baptist, Grandview 
Beckley more than doubling its church 
facility in the last five months. 
Whlle conducting the backyard 

clubs, the Matthews group used 
games, costumes and songs to teach 
Bible truths to children of all ages. 
There was more in store for the 

workers than evangelistic work. Trips 
were taken to: Little Beaver State park 
for paddle-boat fun; Grandview State 
Park for a theatre West Virginia pro- 

duction of "Hatfields and McCoys;" 
Peterstown, West Virginia, the town 
in which Matthews' Mission Tour '82 
was held; New River G~rge and 
Bridge, the hig~es~ span bnd_ge east 
of the Mississippi River; and Pipestem 
Resort for indoor swimming. 
This' is the third time that Matthe"."'s 

Baptist Church has produ~ed, a mis 
sion tour (the others were m 80 and 
'82). Because of the success of these 
excursions, plans are already under- 

way for future involvement. 
"This was my first encounter with 

the ministry rendered through our 
Home Mission Board," said Kenneth 
Power, tour coordinator. "These pro 
jects are possible when there is a sup 
portive pastor and · congregation 
behind you. When Christians see 
needs and respond to them with sen 
sitivity and love the result is beautiful. 
God richly blessed us all. " 

Send us news of your church activities and events. We are happy to 
publish these free of charge. Include pictures if possible. 

The Southeast News 
P.O. Box 1175 

Matthews, N.C. 28106 
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Groundbreaking 
Sunday was a big day at MatllH."Wll Baptil!t 

Church. 
' " Ground wu -broken for the new 14.,00() 
· square foot t'dut"alional building -..·hich "·ill 
house a Iarge fdlo"·~hip hall, eight du~rooma. 
an sudlo-vl ua] and musie room comblnatlon 
and kitchen. 

Architttt for the project Ir. Williama 
A11sodate1 "·Ith the <'om•lrurtlon tonlrort br-l g 
award<'d to T.R. "Tommr" Turla con pi.I ruction 

of Matthew!!. The new facility l f'inancc-d 
through «"ontribution11 and a 1350,000 l'hul'<'h 
bond issue, 
There att still about flS,000 worth of 189'> 

interest bond anilable. Contact the C"hutth ii 
.. you arc Interested In pPN'ha ing bonds, 

Shown turning the firat pade of urth h Sttan 
Field, ehairman of the t'hurd1 d<"ltl'on hoard; 
Frank Wllliama, <'1111.lrman of the buHdln 
eommhtce; Fred Fundrrburk l'nd Joe Cald-.. tit, 
church lru tu•; and putor John Luua. // 
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The~~J. Na- 
than Ray 

Wheeler, asso 
ciate minister 

at Bet~I Pres 
' byterian 
Church, talks 
with the ·chil 
dren on a re 
cent Sunday 
morning. The 
church is one 

of many on 
Charlotte's 

flanks that find 
themselves 
coping with 

- rapid growth as 
suburbanites 

move in. 

Suburban churches not so little anymore 
Rapid growth brings blessings, hardships to onetime rural congregations 
By ALLEN NORWOOD 
Suburban Editor 

Bethel Presbyterian Church was orga 
nized in 1828 by farmers who worked the 
rich Catawba River bottomland north of 
Charlotte and, for more than a century, 
served mostly the same two dozen 
extended families. 
Today, the church's membership is 

900. It has doubled in. the past decade 
and a new $1.5 million family life center 
opened last year. 

In the early 1960s, Duke Power began 
filling Lake Norman and pushing farmers 
off their land. 

"When the lake came, it was a right 
despondent time," said the Rev. Ed 
Wayland, Bethel's pastor for 43 years. "It 
drove some of the farmers to their graves. 
They had nothing left to live for." 
Then, Charlotte's suburbs crept up 

toward the lake and out the ridge to 
Bethel. 
"Today something's happening every 

minute, and it's picking up steam," 
Wayland says. 
Bethel Presbyterian is an example of 

the dozens of small town and farming 
community churches on Charlotte's 

flanks that find themselves coping with 
rapid growth as suburbanites move in. 
The newcomers say they're lured by 

the same things that brought church 
founders together. It's faith and worship, 
not fancy facilities, that cement alle 
giance. 
But longtime members are having to 

get used to the accents of newcomers 
from outside the South. Ministers are 
having to manage gyms and day-care 
centers and all sorts of things smaller 
churches don't usually offer. 

Please see Growth/page 1 SA T. ORTEGA GAINES/Staff 



"We used to be 
way out in the 
roods, tn the 
dlrt," says the 
Rev. Robert 
Leak of New 
Saint John 

Baptist off Har 
ris Boulevard. 
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took us into the 

city. The last 
five years 

we've seen ex 
plosive growth, 
· and our mem- 

bership has 
doubled to 
about400.'' 

Growth 
Suburban churches 
not so little anymore 
Continued from page 1 A 

In Matthews, the United Meth 
odist congregation last year 
moved into a new 1,200-seat sanc 
tuary - and 1,300 show up some 
Sundays. 

Last week - just a block away 
from Matthews United Methodist 
- Matthews First Baptist Church 
began work on a $2.5 million, 
925-seat sanctuary. 

"It's a blessing, but it's also 
something of a hardship when a 
church has been here a long time 
and then grows overnight," said 
the Rev. Steve Rumley of~ 
~\rst Bapt~t. 

That church has doubled in the 
past six or seven years, to more 
than 1,350 members. 
"I wish there had been more 

about all this in seminary," Rumley 
said. "I find this type of situation 
exciting, but I wish I had been a 
little more prepared." 

Southern Baptist was the largest 
denomination in Mecklenburg 
County in 1990 with 57,484 mem 
bers, according to the Glenmary 
Research Center in Atlanta. 

Others in the top five are United 
Methodist with 32,974 members, 
AME Zion with 32,680, Presbyte 
rian Church USA with 32,071, and 
predominantly black Baptist with 
28,842. 

Ron Pinkerton, executive direc 
tor of the Mecklenburg Baptist 
Association. said Southern Baptist 
growth recently has been about 5% 
a year. 

"But that growth has been in 
about 15 of our 104 churches and 
missions," he said, "and most of 
those are in the suburbs." 

The Rev. Robert Leak, modera 
tor of the Mecklenburg General 
Baptist Association, said suburban 
congregations in that association 
oi predominantly black churches 
are seeing rapid growth. 

Including his own church, New 
Saint John Baptist off Harris Boule 
vard. 

ihe church plans to build a $1.5 
million sanctuary, which it hopes 
to complete later this year. 

"We used to be way out in the 
woods, in the dirt," said Leak, who 
~as been at the church 27 years. 
Now, they just took us into the 

city. The last five years we've seen 
explosive growth, and our mem 
bership has doubled to about 
400." 

When the new building is com 
plete, New Saint John - for the 
first time - will offer a day-care 
center. 

And the Protestant denomina 
tions aren't the only ones enjoying 
suburban growth. St. Luke, a new 
Catholic parish, draws hundreds to 
a Mint Hill shopping center store 
front. 

Church leaders say the numbers 
don'.t begin to reflect what's hap 
pening at some suburban 
churches. 

Pinkerton, Leak and Bill Tie 
mann, director of church develop 
ment for the Mecklenburg Presby 
tery, all agree on another point: 
The growth · o! some suburban 
churches can't be explained sim 
ply by the overall increase of 
people in the suburbs. 

"This is not just a story about 
burgeoning population," Wilson 
~i~. "There's something going on 
mstdethese churches." 
The success of any church, Pin 

kerton said, depends on the flexi 
bility of the congregation. 

Churches work like small towns 
he said, and churches that wel~ 
come newcomers prosper just like 
small towns that welcome new 
comers. 

"We have churches all over that 
are strategically located and won 
derfully set up," Wilson said. "But 
if they don't embrace the sur 
rounding community, no one will 
darken their doors." 

Last Sunday at Bethel, Wayland 
P.reached on humor and religion: 
. Humor handles the little things in 
Ille, and faith 'handles the big 
ones!" 
Afterward, longtime member 

:::olin Kelly sai_d the church's grow 
ng diversity ts one of its attrac 
ions. 
"We have a great mix of peo 

>le," said Kelly, who has attended 
he church all his 51 years. "Both 
ild-timers and the new lake peo 
ile. If you see a pickup up here 
row, don't assume it belongs to a 
oor fellow." 
Carol McKinnell, a relative new 

omer, said_ she was looking for a 
lace to raise her three children 
1hen she joined Bethel seven 
ears ago. 
"With everything you see in 
icrety, you want your church to 
rap its arms around your kids and 

protect them," she said. "And the 
newest transplants are looking for/ 
the same thing." . / 

McKinnell was welcomed by the 
longtime members, and more: At 
33, she's completing a three-year 
stint as deacon. 

Many suburbanites say they 
choose small town or country 
churches because of their size. It's 
easier to get to know a few hun 
dred members than to know sev 
eral thousand. 

Of course, if enough suburban 
ites do that, the church is no 
longer the small institution that 
attracted them in the first place. 

Clifton Metcalf, who's a 33-year 
old deacon at Matthews First Bap 
tist, chose that church because he 
found it friendly as the small 
churches of his boyhood in the 
mountains. 

Metcalf said he joined the Mat 
thews church because it was the 
sort of place where the pastor 
knew everybody's name. 

How big would the church have 
to grow before Rumley couldn't 
remember all the names at Mat 
thews First Baptist? 

"I don't know," Rumley said 
with a laugh. "We haven't gotten 
there yet. But it is getting more 
difficult. 
"It used to be easy- now I have 

to make a real effort." 
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Matthews Baptist Church 
By DOT AUSTIN 

Special to The News 

In October 1877 a group of 
interested persons met to organize a 
Ba list church in Mat.thews. Rev. 
James Braisington wa a ed as 
pastor. 

It was decided there would be two 
services held each month, one on 
Saturday at noon and another the 
following Sunday morning. 
Salaries varied. In 1879 the pastor 

was promised $25 for his year's work 
and from that time forward it 
increased or diminished as members 
gave or withheld. 

The first small church building 
had a wooden fish atop the steeple. 
Later a new brick building was built. 
Th is st r uct ure was also used as a 
school, fostered by the Baptist 
·\ssociation until 1903. Tt was later 
used as a parsonage. 

Like most Baptist in the early 
rlays, the Matthews church believed 
in stern discipline. Business relating 
lo church affairs was condu('ted at 
the Saturday conference which 
followed worship'services. 

Records show exclusions at many 
of these conferences. The offending 
brother or sister was first reported 
hv a spiritual committee, then 
ordered to appear at the next 
conference. Persons disregarding · 
the summons had their names 
stricken from the membership roll. 
Erring members were restored when 
they acknowledged their trans 
gressions and showed proper 
repentance. 

In 1880 each male member was 
assesed ten cents per month and 
females five cents. Money was used 
for current expenses. 
For lack of funds progress on the 

new church was slow, but in 1894 the 
building was completed and the 
congregation worshiped ;n the 
finished building and had a ten-day 
revival. 
Over the years as membership 

grew o nce again, a larger church had 
to he built. Services were held in the 
new church in 1929. 
The church began having services 

each Sunrlay instead of twice each 
month in 1941. 

Realizing a need for a Baptist 
church i11 the Mint Hill area a census 
was taken of the vicinity with many 
desiring to become affiliated with a 
Baptist church. 

With the help of the Mecklenburg 
association and Matthews Bap t ist, 
the mother church, a brick edifice, 
was erected. Operat~g as a mission 
for three years, it became a fully 
organized church in 1949. The 
mission is now Mint Hill Baptist 
Church. 

Again with the help of the 
Mecklenburg association, Matthews 
Baptist sponsored Wallace Lane 
Mission for more than 10 years. It is 
now called Sharon Forest Baptist 
Church. 

Periodically many additions and 
improvements have been made to 
the church. Chimes were installed, a 
gift from Mr. and Mrs. Rube M. 
Houston and family; new pews, 
carpet and light fixtures were also 

installed. 
A complete renovation through 

out the church was completed in 
1953 and the Baptistry scene was 
painted/Jy-tlle church artist, Walter 
Kuel, iq: 1954. 

The church has recently 
completed a half million doll~r 
Christian ministry . building with 
educational space, family life center, 
a junior high school size gym and 
kitchen facilities. 

Many enrichment programs are 
offered. There are eight activ 
missionary circles and the church has 
eight choirs. Dan Ridley is music 
director. A marriage e'nrichment 
seminar was held recently. 

On Sunday nights the ~hurch has 

what is called "Dessert Dialof!ue." 
Members bring their favorite 
dessert. They break up into group~ 
and are given subjects on Christian 
relationships, discovering the will of 
God, what the greatest needs of our 
world are today and how they can be 
met. Also, ~ubjects on. social 
problems, such as drinking, are 
discussed. These groups are given 
fifteen to twenty minutes per 
discussion and th~ leader of rhe 
group gives a synopsis of the 
discussion in each group.. 

A kindergarten was begun in 1964. 
Enrollment at Matthews Baptist is 

over 600. 
The church is proud of the fact 

that Charles K. Gardner, a member 
who was brought up in Matthews 
Baptist and is married to the Ior mer 
Betty Little who was also brought up, 
in the church, was ordained into the 
ministry in 1966. 
North Carolina Telephone 

Company is presently loca\ed where 
the original church stood. 
Matthews Baptist Church is 

located at 185 South Trade Street. 
Rev. John W. Lucas is pastor. 

He says that Christian faith in the 
Lord Je.sus Christ and the church is 
the most importanr thing in the 
world. "If people want happiness 
and peace and want meaning in life 
they can find it in Jesus Christ and 
involvement in the church." 

Rev. Lucas and his wife, Nancy, 
have one son, Stephenson, who is a 
first year student at Southeastern 
Seminary. // 
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HISTORY OF MATTHEWS BAPTIST CHURCH 

l . 
\ 

In compiling the history of any institution or organization, the hardes; 
task is that of separating written facts from tradition. In the beginning of 
the present Matthews Baptist Church only brief records were kept, and these 
are recorded within the following chronicle. Both written facts and tradition 
are used in this paper, but will be clearly designated when necessary. 

Found on the faded ink pages of a time-worn ledger is the following record: 

State of North Carolina, Mecklenburg County; this the Lord's 
day in October, 1877. The following members of the Baptist 
Church met at Rev. E. C. Williams' residence to organize a 
Baptist Church to be located at Matthews Station •. To wit: 
William P. Williams, James Ferguson and wife, .Martha Ferguson, 
Emily Segars, Jane Segars, Sutton Williams, E. J. Funderburk, 
Taylor Sustare, William R. Massey, sister of E. N. Massey, 
Rev. Evander David, Rev. E. C. Williams and wife, Mary Williams. 
Rev. E. C. Williams was called to the chair. The Presbytery 
consisted of Evander David, W.R. Massey, Secretary. Evander 
David led in prayer after which he delivered a charge setting 
forth the faith and practice of a Baptist Church. The above 
named members are received and recognized as members of the 
church which was agreed should be called the Matthews Bapti~t 
Church. 

·E. C. Williams, Moderator 
. w. R. Massey, Secretary 

At the second meeting {undated) held at the Grange.Hall the Rev. James 
Braisington was called as pastor of .the new church,.·two services to be held 
each month, one on Saturday at noon and the other the following Sunday morning. 
E. J. Funderburk and William P. Williams were the first·elected ·deacons, and 
W. R. Massey the first clerk. The next meeting (undated) shows that plans were 
made to erect a house of worship. Minutes written on August 24, 1878, show that 
the congregation met for the first time in the new building, which evidently had 
not been completed. Records a year later tell· of a warm discussion as to whether 
the church should be ceiled or plastered, the former being decided upon. A nine 
day revival followed, and the pastor Rev. Braisington being assisted by Rev. 
William M. Johnson. 

The following is a copy of the original deed to the property upon which the 
first church was built, and the second one of brick,,which is still standing: 

This indenture made the 10th day of July in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-eight. F. S. DeWolfe and J. E. Brown 
assignees of W. H. H. Hunter in Bankruptcy of the County of 
Mecklenburg and the State of North Carolina of the one part, 
and E. J. Funderburk, W.R. Massey and William Williams of 
the County of Mecklenburg and the State Of North Carolina, 
trustees of the Baptist Church·at Matthews of the other·part; 
Witnesseth: That the said party oflthe first part, for and 
in consideration of the sum of forty-five dollars to the said 
party of the first part in hand paid, the receipt of which is 
hereby acknowledged; have bar ga Ined , sold and conveyed, and 
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do hereby bargain, sell and convey to the said party of the 
second part, successors in office or assignees, all that 
track or parcel of land lying in the County of Mecklenburg 
and State of North Carolina bounded as follows: It being 
lot No. 4 in the Town of Matthews. Beginning at the inter 
section of Matthews and Fremont Streets and running with 
Matthews Street 200 feet to an alley, thence with said 
a~leY 200 feet to the E. J. Funderburk line, thence with 
his line 200 feet to Fremont Street to the beginning. To 
have and to hold the same with the appurtenances thereunto 
belonging to the same E. J. Funderburk, W.R. Massey and 
William. Williams the party of the second part, their 
successors and assignees forever. And the said party of 
the f~rst part for the consideration aforesaid, do hereby 
covenant and agree to warrant and defend the promises of 
the aforesaid to the party of the second part, their suc 
cessors and assignees, as far as they may do as asstgnees, 
and no further. In witness whereof, the said party of 
the first part have hereunto set and seal the day and year 

above written. · 

F. S. DeWolfe (Seal) 
John E. Brown (Seal) 
Assignees of w. H. H. Hunter 
in Bankruptcy. 

It seems to be conceded by many of the older members of the Matthews 
church that the lot upon which the first church stood was given by the late 
E. J. Funderburk, but no written record has been found to substantiate this 
belief despite a careful and painstaking search. It might be that h~ donated 
the money to pay for the property in question, but we can find nothing·writ 
ten to prove this. We do know, however, that as one of the founders of the 
church he gave much of his time and substance, and led out in many of its 

activities. 
The salary of the pastor seemingly fluctuated. In 1879 it is recorded 

that the pastor was promised $25.00 for his year's work, and from that time 
forward it increased or diminished, apparently as the members gave or withheld. 

According to some of the older members, the first church building was a 
small one with a steeple and a wooden fish on top·of the steeple. The original 
pulpit Bible is in the possession of E. H. Massey who bought it from a Megro 
to·whom it had been given when the church was torn down. The first communion 
set is being kept at the home of Miss Carrie Renfrow. 

After the second brick church was built, the first one was used as a 
school fostered by the· Baptist Association until 1903. Later on it was 
remodeled and used for a parsonage, and still later it was rented as a privat~ J 

residence. 

'I 

In the September, 1879 conference, L. C. Morton and J. · C. He 1 ms were 
elected as delegates to the Rocky River Association, ("Union Meeting" seems to 
have been used for the Association meeting in many pf these old rec9rds:) 
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ll is inte~esting to note that all the business relating to church 
iitaivst including the reception of new members, was conducted at the Satur 
day conferences which always followed the prea2hing service on that day. 

fhese early Baptists believed in and practiced stern discipline as the 
records show exclusions at many of these Saturday conferences. The offend 
ing brother or sister was first reported by a spiritual committee, then 
ordered to appear at the next conference, and woe to the poor sinner who 
dared to disregard the summons. He was cast into outer darkness by having 
his name stricken from the church roll. In justice to the church leaders, 
however, it must be said that the erring member was restored when he acknow 
ledged his transgression and showed proper repentance. 

In 1880 an entry states that each male member was assessed ten cents 
.Per month and each female five cents. The money was to be used for current 
expenses. (1898 must have been a boom year, for the assessment was increased 
to one dollar for each male and fifty cents for each female). 

In 1882 the church voted to have three services each month, second and 
fourth Sundays, with a Saturday service to precede the fourth Sunday meeting. 
In December of this year the Rev. A. L. Stough of Shelby was called as pastor, 
no mention being made of the resignation of Rev. Braisington. At the time, 
Mr. Stough also served the church at Pineville which today bears his name, 
Stough Memorial. In 1883 delegates to attend the Brown Creek Association or 
Union Meeting were appointed. In 1885 Rev. J. B. Richardson became pastor 
and according to the records, held the longest term of office in the church's 
history, that of thirteen years. In 1886 the women succeeded in raising 
enough money to buy a colTITiunion set, some furniture and some carpeting for the 
building. 

In August of 1890 it was decided to build an addition to the church, and 
a committee was appointed to make plans for the project. At the next confer 
ence this committee brought in the recommendation that instead of adding to 
the present house, a new building should be erected, to be of brick and not 
to cost over $2,500.00. The church accepted the recommendation, and a new 
committee was appointed as follows: T. J. Renfrow, W. M. Johnson, E. J. 
Funderburk, Louis Mclendon and W. T. Carpenter. March, 1871, was set for the 
beginning of the work and the new building was to be on the Northwest side of 
the old one. An interesting little item here is that the church ordered one 
dozen copies of 11The Baptist Hymn Book11 which were to be sold to any member 
wanting one. 

Progress on the new brick church seems to have been slow, as a report 
in July of 1894 stated that the work was held up for lack of funds. It was 
decided then and there to borrow the money raised by the children to buy a 
bell, the following Sunday's church collection, all the money in the Sunday 
School treasury, and all the money the Ladies Aid had on hand. (This is the 
first memtion of the Ladies Aid, although it must have been in existence long 
before this date). A later record states that the children were repaid, but 
no mention is made of other reimbursements. 

In August, 1894, the congregation worshipped in the finished building 
and had a ten-day revival, converts being baptized in the Mt. Harmony pool': 
In the conference of March, 1896, report was made that the last subscription 
to the building fund had been paid. The quaint comnent follows: 11And the 
best of feelings prevailed." 
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The Rev. J. B. Richardson resigned in 1898 and the Rev. J. S. Snider 
was called for half his time. In 1889 piping was laid to convey water from 
a well to the church pool which evidently ha'a been constructed for some time. 
Mention is made of a committee appointed to confer with the Meadow Branch 
Church with a view to calling a joint pastor. Nothing else is written about 
this, but older members said it was·done and for several years the two churches 
were served by the same pastor. The Rev. Snider held the pastorate for one 
year and was followed by Rev. S. W. Bennett, who apparently served for the 
same length of time. 

The Rev. D. M. Austin bears the distinction of serving the church for 
three different terms, his first pastorate beginning in 1902 and .ending in 
1904· After the resignation of Mr. Austin, William R. Renfrow acted as supply 
for one year, he being ordained for the ministry during that time. The Rev. 
P. H. Purnell was called as the regular pastor in 1905, but served only one 
year. Special mention is made at this time of handsome new lamps bought by the 
Ladies Aid and placed in the church. The Rev. Purnell was followed by Rev. D. 
M. Austin who served for the second time, beginning in 1906. In 1908 Rev. W. 
L. Barr became pastor and he was followed by Rev. J. E. M. Davenport in 1909. 
In 1910 the church went back to one Sunday a month with a Saturday conference 
every three months. The Rev. J. W. Whitley was called as-pastor in 1912, but 
no records are available until 1916 when Rev. R. 0. ,Cross became pastor. 

No records are given from 1916 to 1919 when Rev. O. M. Austin become pas 
tor for the third time, this pastorate terminating with his death in 1925. The 
only entry of this year is an account of a very successful revival meeting 
held _with Rev. T. L. Cashwell in charge. Twenty-six members were received and 
sixteen were baptized by Mr. Cashwell, as the church then was without a pastor. 

The records are Very scattered and incomplete about this time, but it is 
indicated that the first move for a larger and better church building was 
taken in 1923. With the exception of two small rooms on either side of the 
pulpit and pool which were used for small children, the church had no class 
rooms for Sunday School work. All classes were held in the auditorium and on 
Sunday mornings when lessons got under way, the mingled voices from various 
parts of the one room resembled the hum of a well. organized hive of industri 
ous bees. When weather permitted, some teachers seated their children on the 
grass beneath a large spreading elm to hear the lessono Despite the drawback, 
however, the Sunday School was well attended and did good work. 

The church felt the need for an up-to-date, well-equipped plant and the 
members were strongly united on this one point, but they seemed unable to 
decide whether the building then occupied should be remodeled or a new one 
built; they finally decided on a new one. Then the selection of a new site 
remained to be settled; part wanted to build on the property then in use, while 
others wanted to move to a new location; the building progress lagged. In the 
meantime, the church was without a pastor until ,1926 when Dr. L. R. Pruette of 
Charlotte was called. He accepted but with the distinct undetstanding that he 
was only to supply until a regular pastor could be secured. The church owes 
much to Or. Pruette during his three years pastorate, especially in regard to 
the building of the present edifice. During this time, he quietly but persist- ~ 
ently urged the beginning of the work until at last it was begun and carried 
on to completion; the first service was held in August of .1929~ The·land that 
the present main building stands on today was given by the late Mr.' Frank Griffin. 

• I 
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F rom 1~k<e time: of thE: first movement fur the ae« pL'un: -\r; 1923, '1&.i!'i::u:S 
::trn~ni;c1:22s we,-e c'ppo1wte-d The: ffoilil building commH\':ee selected composed 
or : T tJ. Re•1°:row, [fr_ IL F. McMavnis, John f~. Paxton, ,J., G, Baucom, Mrs_ 
µ_ B Hood {now Mrs. S l Hoover), S. l. Forbis, and Mrs. T. J. Presson. 

"Captain" Renfrow gave much of his time and energy in this new project. 
As the personality of E. J. Funderburk dominated the life of the first church, 
so "Capta in" Renfrow took a similar position in our present church until his 
death in 1935. 

Following the resignation of Dr. Pruette, Rev. J. A. Snow of Marshville 
was called in September of 1929. He served until 1934, when the church again 
was without a shepherd. For some time the need of a resident pastor had been 
felt, and in June, 1934, Rev. George L. Hocutt was called and took up his resi 
dence tn Matthews. He faced the task with determination and began at once to 
lift the church debt. It was a ~ime of discouragement for many, as some had 
grown indifferent and it seemed almost an impossibility to raise the money 
needed. 

Mr. Hocutt, in addition to a number of other important things, proceeded 
to inaugurate reg~lar financial reports to the congregation which enabled each 
member to understand exactly where the church stood financially.· An Ingather~ 
ing Day was instituted in November of each year when every member was encour~ 
aged and expected to give a special offering for the lifting of the indebted 
ness. Mr. Hocutt called for tithers, and started the Daily Vacation Bible 
School, the Lord's acre plan, and reorganized the B. Y. P. U., as it was then 
called_._ He sought in every way to enrich the spiritual lives of his flock. 
It was with the deepest regret that the church accepted his resignation in 
1941. 

The work of paying off the church debt had begun, and it only remained to 
find a young man with courage and determination to build on the foundation al 
ready laid. Such a young man was Rev. Hubert S. Mumford,who came to Matthews 
in July, 1941, and he built worthily. From the beginning of his pastorate he 
gave preaching services each Sunday instead of two Sundays a month, although 
he had.only been called for the latter. Under his leadership the church debt 
was completely erased; all money-making schemes were done away with; the church 
began giving an indefinite call to the pastor instead of an annual one; the 
Ladies Aid Society and Woman's Missionary Society were combined, and $1,000.00 
placed in the budget for the cooperative Program. Mr. Mumford· placed special 
emphasis on evangelism; eighty-one members were added to the church and tith 
ing increased. Every resident member was urged to take a job and persistent 
effort was made to have a well informed progressive membership. Visual educa 
tion was stressed; many additions and improvements were made in the physical 
equipment of the church plant. 

Those in service of our country were the objects of special attention 
through a Roll of Honor. Service flags and correspondence, especially in a 
weekly newspaper, went to every boy and girl in the armed forces and to their 
families. 

The Matthews Baptist Church faced the future with more confidence than 
ever before. Through consecration and faith on the part of the members,"it 
went forward in cooperation and faith with the pastor, and greater things 
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i::c.~e brought to pass. The Lord 1 s work and wi 11 moved onward and upward 
through the years, and progress was seen in every phase of the church work 
as Rev, Mumford led the flock in Matthews. 

Written by Mrs. H. F. McManus (Ula) 

Rev. Mumford was filled with enthusiasm, initiative, and perseverance. 
During his pastorate, the church voted that a rotating deacon board would 
be put into effect. 

The church library was officially opened while Mr. Mumford was pastor. 
An amplifier system was installed in order that workers in the nursery may 
hear the sermons. A new gas stove was purchased for the kitchen; a new 
heating plant was installed. The Baptist Brotherhood was organized and 
many men joined. Mr. Mumford brought inspiring messages in music to the 
congregation with his talented voice. 

The great need of a Baptist Church was realized in the Mint Hill area, 
which burdened our pastor's heart. In the spring of 1947 a census was 
taken of that vicinity, and two hundred prospective members expressed a de 
sire to become Baptist. Rev. Mumford conducted Sunday School and church 
services were held regularly. Mr. Lonnie Baker acted as Chairman of the 
Missions Committee, and performed a splendid service of faithfulness and 
loyalty, as well as others from our church whose assistance proved inval 
uable:-- Besides financial aid that was given from the Matthews church, the 
Mecklenburg Baptist Association allocated necessary funds. Soon a' modern 
brick edifice was erected, operating as a mission for three years. They 
became fully organized as ·a church on December 4, 1949. Our Mother Church 
received unmeasured blessings from having such a vital part in the founding 
and organization of Mint Hill Baptist Church. 

Homecoming Day was an important Sunday never to be forgotten on May 20, 
1945. One of the main features of the dedication of the church was the 
burning of the mortgage, symbolizing the final payment of indebtedness. 
Rev. L. R. Pruette and Rev. George L. Hocutt were present to assist Rev. 
Mumford in applying alighted candles to the document. (We have a picture 
of this) 

Beautiful chimes were installed as an aid to the worship of the Lord by 
Mr. and Mrs. Rube M. Houston and family in memory of Mr. Houston's father and 
in honor of his mother. To the Glory of God, these chimes were dedicated. 
Four nice offering plates were given in memory of the late George Knowles by 
his family. 

Recognition is given to Mr. Charles L. Pearce for his zeal and faithful 
ness to the church. He was an ordained Baptist preacher and occupied the pul 
pit on many occasions. Mr. Pearce was principal of Matthews High School. 

On February 24, 1946, the church authorized the purchase of a house 
adjoining the church property from Mr. Frank Griffin for the price of $5,000.00 
for a parsonage. Necessary repairs were made to make it comfortable for the 
Mumford family. Mr. Mumford resigned from the pastorate on July, 31,r1949. 

·-· 

Rev. Richard A. Kelly assumed his duties as our next pastor on March 15, 
1950. He had previously preached in revivals here. A marvelous spirit was 
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st·!ow11 among members and pastor, ·Mr. Kelly was a s tncer e and conscientious 
leader; he \'JaS a gifted pianist and several hymns were composed endpr+nted 
in the Baptist hymnal by Mr. and Mrs. Kelly, Before they moved into the 
pas tori um, the church voted to redecorate it. \ 

Due to concern and willingness of members, a complete renovation through~ 
out the church was completed in·August of 1953. A luxurious new carpet was 
placed on the floor of the the auditorium. A gift of $600.00 was donated for 
new light fixtures; pulpit chairs were reconditioned and a gift of a pulpit 
stand, colTITlunion table, and two flower stands were graciously accepted. New 
pews were purchased by the church, many being paid for by individuals who 
wished to honor or memoralize a loved one or friend; donations were also con 
tributed. Bronze markers were attached to the end of the pews. Our church 
designated one in honor of Rev. Kelly. 

The baptistry scene was painted by church artist Walter Kuel of Shelby 
in November of 1954. For several years a leaky pool became unsatisfactory, 
so a kind member donated $300.00 for having it tiled. 

A Baby Grand piano was bought and refinished to match the other furni 
ture at a total of $445.00. A Wurlitzer electric organ was purchased at a 
cost of $3,600.00. Later $270.00 was spent for having a sound screen in 
stalled in the choir loft; now the music sounds more subdued and angelic. 
The Brotherhood sponsored the redecoration of the basement. All of these 
improvements necessitated an increase in adequate insurance coverage. Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Abernathy sold a lot one hundred feet deep across the back of 
the church to Matthews Baptist Church for $1,100.00. 

On October 16, 1949, the church resolved to participate in the support 
of the Ministers' Retirement Fund, which is administered by the Relief and 
Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention; that the church adopt as 
a policy the plan of paying into this fund monthly an amount equivalent to 
four percent of the pastor's salary. 

During the summer of 1951, a plea was made to our church by the people 
of W~llace Lane Mission that we take them under our sponsorship. Rev. Kelly 
agreed to present it to our Missions Committee. After thorough investigation, 
the church launched forward, with the assistance of the Mecklenburg Baptist 
Association. Mr. Grady Alexander was sent as their superintendent and led 
them in a most satisfactory manner, rendering a memorable service. Others 
from our church family have been very helpful also. The Woman's Missionary 
Society of the Mission and the W. M. S. of Matthews Baptist Church bought the 
communion set for Wallace Lane. We sponsored this work as a mission for more 
than ten years. It is our hope that this will mean a new day in the progress 
of God's work as they are organized into a church. 

Due to foresight, Mr. Kelly eagerly sought to raise money by setting up 
a Building Fund for the necessary expansion and better facilities. An 
Ingathering proved fruitful and plenteous. Another Homecoming Day was observed 
August 30, 1953. We rejoiced to have had Rev. George L. Hocutt preach at the 
morning service, and regretted exceedingly that Rev. Hubert S. Mumford was 
prevented from being here because of previous co1T111itments. 

Mr. Kelly asked to be relieved of his duties as our shepherd on May-16, 
1954, because of declining health. Sadness hovered over the entire church 
when news reached us of his death in August of 1956. 
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Supply past.ors were used for three and one-half months until a call was 
extend~d to Rev. W. B1~ant Carr on September 5, 1954. Mr. Carr has shown 
capability and a fervent desire for proqress .' 

Another Homecoming Day was observed August 28, 1955, with Rev. Hubert S. 
Mumford preaching. 

A lock box was secured in 1955 from Wachovia Bank and Trust Company of 
Charlotte for all important papers. A key was given to the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees and one to the Chairman of the Board of Deacons. 

Seeing the urgent need of expansion to accommodate newcomers into the 
community and church, Rev. Carr soon. led the members to the realization of 
the necessity of added Sunday School rooms. The response was most encouraging, 
and after prayerful consideration, the church voted to start a new building 
program. Architect R. Edwin Wilson was employed; bids were submitted for an 
educational building. John V. Barger and Company of Mooresville was authorized 
to begin work. Groundbreaking service took place on May 5, 1957, with a large 
attendance. We have a picture of this occasion which includes the following: 
Sanford Forbis, George Head, Dr. H. F. McManus, Boyce Talbert, Yates Hood, 
0. L. Phillips, Mrs. H. F. McManus, Carrol Taylor, Mrs. Amos M. Boyette, J. N. 
Yandell, Jr., Grady Alexander, Rev. Carr and the visiting preacher, Rev. Walter 
Long of Belmont,(who had just completed a weeks revival), Miss Carrie Renfrow, 
daughter of 11Captain Renfrow11, and Mrs. Barnum Sustare, who was honored this 
day as the oldest member of the church. 

_The planning committee of the new educational building consisted of: 
G. T. Alexander, Mrs. Amos Boyette, George Head, Mrs. H. F. McManus and J. N. 
Yandell, Jr. Others were called in for consultation and advice. Those serv 
ing on the construction committee were: G. T. Alexander, S. L. Forbis, George 
Head, 0. L. Phillips and Carrol Taylor. 

stories high, fireproof and air 
and brick to match the present 
the two buildings together. There 

The building is 52 feet by 78 feet, two 
conditioned. The structure is steel, blocks 
erection, with a connecting link which joins 
are 10,700 square feet in the new addition. 

The building program was financed through the Building Fund reserve and 
through the sale of church bonds. The Bond Resolution was approved and adopted 
by the church, issuing a series of building bonds under the Broadway plan to be 
sold to any individual, bearing interest at the rate of five per cent per annum, 
payable semi-annually at the Bank of Matthews. The church treasurer deposited 
proceeds of the same in. a separate fund known as "But l d i nq Fund of Matthews 
Baptist Church11• The response was overwhelming. Total cost of the educational 
building was $189,922.00, including architect's fee. Insurance coverage is 
$100,000.00. Concrete walks were poured and crushed stone was hauled for extra 
parking space. Inclement weather prevented our, moving into the new building 
addition as early as anticipated, but we were permitted to occupy it January 26, 
1958. Dr. M.A. Huggins, General Secretary of the Baptist State Convention, 
was the guest speaker. Open house was observed that afternoon. Two hundred 
and fifty hymnals were purchased for the Sanctuary; twenty-four old ones were 
given to Wallace Lane Church. 

, . 

The following October a lot 150 feet by 160 feet on the corner'of Fremont 
Street and College Street was bought for·$2,ooo.oo from Mr. E. M. Renfrow for 
the new pastorium location. (Note that we do not say "personaqe" any more; 
emerging from our cocoon has helped tremendously.) This spacious house was 
completed in November of 1958 at the cost of $20,500.00, with a $20,000.00 
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·J~1;.::J.:J:ra.1lce coverage. $100.00 was spent for shrubbery to beautify the lawn. 
Th~ old parsonage beside the church ts being rented. 

\ 

In June of 1960 the church purchased a lot consisting of 1.23 acres for 
the sum of $2,000.00 from Mrs. Frank Abernathy. A 30 foot strip of land at 
the north end 'of the Educational Building was later given to Matthews Baptist 
Church by Mrs. Frank Abernathy. After her death, the church bought 3.08 acres, 
originally owned by the Abernathys, from Rushing Electric Company for the sum 
of $7,500.00. 

During Rev. Carr's ministry, a part-time music director was employed, 
and an office secretary has worked regularly since January 18, 1959. 

Many repairs were made on the inside and outside of the Sanctuary in 
1959. Improvements have been made to the grounds; a new bulletin board was 
recently placed on the front lawn. 

The Biblical Recorder is mailed to every member1s home. The organiza 
tio~of the church have grown as membership increased. There are eight 
Missionary Circles that are very active. Simultaneous revivals have been 
held for a number of years, one in the spring and one in the fall. Quite a 
number of faithful workers derived a blessing conducting Daily Vacation Bible 
School at Mt. Moriah Church in Matthews for the colored children. The number 
of deacons has been increased from: nine to fifteen. 

Two new offering plates and a flower vase were given to the church in 
memory of the late George Head by his family. The Emma Chambers Circle do 
nated lovely candle holqers to match the vase in.memory of the late Mrs. 
Chambers. Mrs. E. V. Lanford gave a beautiful crystal punch bowl and plates 
to the church in 1958. Crystal cups and additional plates were donated by 
Miss Margaret Phillips. A $1,000.00 church bond was accepted with sincere 
gratitude on June of 1960. Numbers of individuals have generously given gifts 
of money through the years of which there is no record; many preferred to 
remain anonymous. It is impossible to enumerate all of these donations, but 
the church is most appreciative. The present enrollment is 470. 

Air conditioning was installed in the auditorium while Rev. Carr was at 
Matthews. A new Rogers electric organ was bought for $7,000.00. A custodian 
(no longer "janitor") is hired regularly to maintain the church and grounds. 

In September of 1964 a kindergarten was started and continues to operate 
successfully under the leadership of efficient teachers. The Safety Deposit 
Box was moved from Wachovia Bank to Peoples Savings and Loan Association in 
Matthews on February 28, 1968. The work of our people continues to move 
progressively for the furtherance of the Kingdom of God. 

Throughout the years we have been fortunate to have gifted pianists, 
organists and choir directors in our midst, to whom we are most grateful. 
Beautiful Easter and Christmas cantatas are presented each year by our loyal 
choir. The Young Woman's Auxiliary, Girl1s Auxiliary and Sunbeams are to be 
commended, due to interest and knowledgeable guidance. The Training Union 
has 93 on roll. 

We take pride in recording that Charles K. Gardner, who was born ,and 
reared in our church family, was ordained i.nto the ministry May 29, 1966. 
He is held in high esteem and has our continued prayers and concern. He is 
married to the former Betty Little, who was also brought up in our midst. 
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lncjdentany, the North Carolina Telephone Company is presently located 
whe·,·e the original church stood, Also, the Wallace Lane Church has been 
called Sharon Forest Baptist Church in recent years. 

A large metal barrel was placed i~ front of the church on November 9, 
1969, and all church bonds were burned in celebration of our being unencum 
bered once more. Pictures of the occasion feature Rev. Carr, Mr. A. M. Culp, 
Mr. Grady Alexander, and Sunday School Superintendent, Joe Caldwell. 

Rev. Carr was given a trip 'to the Holy Land at Christmas of 1969 by 
various church members. He retired from the pastorate the last Sunday of 
February, 1970. 

Even though the enrollment has reached 521, the church is still conscious 
of many souls in surrounding areas that need to be reached. Through the years 
we must labor until "the earth shall be full of the knowledge of, the Lord as 
the waters that cover the sea11, rememberin~ that God is ou~ refuge and strength. 

My cup runneth over as an attempt is made to describe our.next pastor, 
Rev, William J. Thompson. He began his ministry with Matthews Baptist Church 
on March 1, 1970, with the auditorium and balcony filled to capacity; chairs 
were even placed in the aisle to accommodate t~e overflow of worshippers. He 
is the epitome of an enterprising and dynamic go-getter. With his ma~netic 
personality and friendly ways he has won the hearts and admiration of the 
people. We believe this warm feeling is a mutual one. · 

__ Soon after Mr. Thompson's arrival he preferred to do the, preaching him 
self at the scheduled revival with the assistance of a chalk artist, Rev. Larry 
Maddox of Missouri. There. was strong evidence that truly the Holy Spirit was 
at work as he earnestly delivered messages in his evangelistic manner, and the 
response was t~stimony of a spiritual' uplifting., Mr. Maddox intrigued u~ with 
unique chalk drawings illustratirg each sermon. The person responsible for 
having the largest number of visitors present at the service was the recipient 
of the picture drawn the previous night. 

1 

Immediately there was a spiraling upsurge in Sunday School, preaching 
and Training Union attendance. Thanks to an aggressive Training Union Director, 
an obvious revitalization is in the making. 11Involvement11 is his urgent plea. 
There is a continuity of progressiveness in every direction. ' · 

Another successful revival was held and Homecoming Day was observed in 
the fall of 1970. Fellowship with old friends and the abundance of delicious 
food climaxed the occasion. · 

For the safety and protection of the kindergarten children, the play 
ground was enclosed with a steel fence in the autumn of 1970 for the price of 
$684.00. 

Special emphasis is focused on the library as·a new spark of'interest 
has kindled under the supervision of a competent librarian and her assistants. 
Many hours have been spent working diligently for the opening the last Sunday 
of February. It has been given a new face-lifting, and additional books are 
being purchased. Requirements have been met to open as an accredited ,library. 
By October we anticipate reaching merited achievement, which is th~ highest 
standard of a church library. · 

I 
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.. 
Mrs Oscav Benton, a devout lady in our midst, has excelled in Sunday 

sd~oa~ at t.endance , a forty-two year perfect record; congratulations are in 
oirdel". Unfortunate1y, she is hospitalized for a wh i l e due to a recent auto 
mobile accident, and it is said that having to be absent from Sunday Schoo~ 
an.d preaching hurts "Mrs. Minnie" much worse than her broken leg. A good 
example was set before her by consecrated parents, Mr. and Mrs. Barnum A. 
Sustare. "Mr. Barnum", as he was affectionately called, was a handsome man 
with a long white beard. He has been fondly remembered for his ardent 
prayers. • · 

In late December of 1970 Rev: Thompson, with the church's approval, 
used the allocated 1971 convention funds for a ten-day trip to the Holy Land 
which he reports it.Ji 11 be extremely beneficial throughout the coming years. 

Since the old parsonage had deteriorated into such a deplorable condi 
tion, the church voted to dispose of it. Each member was allowed to salvage 
any usuable materials for himself. The skeleton was then demolished in 
January of 1971 at a cost of $400.00. A hint of.nostalgia seems to pervade 
in the mind and heart of the older member as he catches himself reminiscing. 

Mr. Woodrow Funderburk assumed his duties as Minister of Music and Youth 
Director the first of February, 1971. He made a good impression when he led 
the music at the Autumn revival with his trained voic~. 

Time marches on. One year has rapidly flown by since Rev. Thompson 
came to Matthews. He still personifies God-given .wisdom and determination, 
and constantly there is a manifestation of. his interest and concern. Appar 
ently he.had begun to awaken the members regarding their tithing responsibi 
lity, for the budget has swollen to $80,260.00. The salary of $10,000.00 
per year for Mr. Woodrow Funderburk is included in that amount, also $75.00 
for Boy Scouts as a community project. · 

The church enrollment has soared to 696 (95 are non.resident). 

After two years of tranquility, Rev. Thompson was the instigator of a 
busing ministry, was voted on by the, church, but proved unsatisfactory and 
lasted only a few months. 

,, 
Gray and somber days followed as controversial issues began presenting 

themselves through hiS ministry. An accumulation of problems arose. .Desp+te 
the adversities, witn verve and earnestness staunch deacons displayed incon 
ceivable composure and squelched his effort to bring about a radical change 
in church policy which would have been incompatible with the practices set 
forth by the Southern Baptist Convention. 

The situation grew more crucial. At the peak of oppression Rev. Thompson· 
finally resigned. He delivered his last sermon on January 28, 1973. This 
resulted in a church split with about seventy-five members 

1pulling out, most 
of whom were relatively new. 

I 

'1 
I . 

! 
' 

I · 

,1 

Various supply preachers occupied the pulpit for a very short time until 
Dr. George Moore of Charlotte was called as interim pastor. He was an eloquent 
speaker and the Word of God literally tumbled from his mouth in profusion. He 
held preeminence in the hearts of the people. After going through such a 
traumatic experience in the history of the church, Dr. Moore's six-month tenure 
was significantly rewarding. i 
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' 
k~v Joh~ W. Lucas of Cliffside assumed the pastlF"'ate on Nc.v2rr:.)<.:"' 4, 

~2 CJLlrageously and vigorously plunged into the task of se0ving ~it~ E w:~ · '.~ 
;;~ea-t. His sterling qualities·a.re·exemplified hi his everyday lif2, 2.'0d h _ 
personable manner of friendliness and love permeate the entire.churr~ ~rj 
comm1:m~Hy. Watching a beloved church take on new I t fe and zest t..ma.::r Y-ds ce:p 
ab1e leade~ship has been a source of untold satisfaction, ever movir.g in a 
forward direction. Ingenious triumphs portrayed a dedicated pastor and con 
sistent workers. 

A handsome new Steinway piano was purchased for the sanctuary the summer 
of 1974 at the price of $5,824.00 and was paid for with love gifts, · 

Cur~ent membe~ship on May 15, 1915 was 774. 

The Charles Gardner family left the last of May, 1975 as missionaries 
to Taiwan. We pray that Charles and Betty shall be granted wisdom and cour 
age to face each new tomorrow as they spread the Gospel of Christ to those 
who have never heard. 

Periodically numerous improvements have been made to enhance the facil i 
ties, but never before as during the summer of 1975. Amid a resurgence of 
interest, the majority voted to give the entire interior a complete face 
lifting. With savings amassed in the Building Fund, $70,000.00 was allocated 
for the renovation and refurbishing. This savings was soon partially supple 
mented with donations, some of which were memorials. Each proud member looks 
upon this transformation of resplendence with pride and benevolence. Only 
recentJy the writer learned from a beloved member that Rev. J. W. Whitley 
bought the three pulpit chairs in 1914 for $25.00 from a Lutheran church in 
New Jersey. 

Woodrow Funderburk resigned as Minister of Music and Youth Director the 
last of August, 1975. He was highly praised for his meaningful service. 

The first of October, 1975, an elegant new activity bus was purchased 
for $15,275.55. Later, the teenagers sponsored a car wash to make money to 
equip the bus with an eight-track stereo. 

A fine young member, Paul Smith, has dedicated his life to Christian 
service. Our prayers and blessings are with Paul as he teaches and ministers 
to the lost in New Zealand. 

Happiness through the years has-been hearing Mrs. L. H. Yandle, Jr. play 
the piano. Out of the ·goodness of her heart, Mary has graciously shared her 
talent for our delight. From the depths of our hearts, we express sincere 
appreciation. 

For five months a choir member, Hugh Freeze, zealously supplied as Choir 
Director. Phillip Duncan was given the position of Youth Leader and Choir 
Director on January 26, 1976. Moving about in his vivacious manner, ·the 
choirs perfonn with exuberance under his apt leadership. Phil commands 
admiration and respect from each'church member. The choir loft is filled to 
capacity with the growing youth choir on Sunday nights, whose voices ring 
out with vi gar. ·• 

. ; 

. .; 
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itttisritio~'<lc· 31;1; 1nw:mbt:l.r'S! Our- Ce-ntE:rmial year h~s apprcached -a t1'm.:: for 
anfffr·maum~ ahd ~ct lo1rL Baptist H~ s.tory and Heritage ·:;.1i l l be a key factor 
~n u~e comtrri:Cfinora:tlion of these momentous event s Plans are being made for 
special celebrations for each season of the year. May Matthews Baptist 
Church be truly grateful for those early founders who ;acrificially paved 
the way for our freedom of worship. With humi l t ty and reverence, a righeous 
man declared, "Certainly the Holy Spirit has been at work these many years in 
Matthews Baptist Church11• • 

.. 

Just as it was in 1877 wheri a group of Christian men huddled~together 
to plan and organize the church, so it seemed perfectly fitting for the 
Baptist Men's Club to sound off in a glorious way the first Sunday of the 
Centennial, President Stan Fields read the scripture from the aged original 
Bible and lead in prayer. Ben Walters, who has been a member for fifty 
years, spoke on: "One Hundred Years Of Progress", divulging highlights of 
the history. Reflecting on the past century, we treasure a rich reservoir 
of mellow experiences, Of course, there have been a few stormy incidents, 
but the pleasant ones surpass the bitter by far. Ed Ball's topic was: 
"Now, And The Future", telling of the church's tremendous potential. The 
population of the town and surrounding area has almost mushroomed, and 
housing developm~nts have zeroed into every nook and cranny. There are still 
many, many unchurched people; the outreach challenge is great. In order to 
reap· rewards, work must be carried on effectually. Future growth is optimis 
tically envisioned, but it is each Christian's duty to go into the high- 
ways and hedges and bring them in.' Witnessing and winning souls to Christ 
should take priority over striving for numbers. There is a warm, sweet · 
spirit of togetherness among the members; may it remain so. Hearing the 
all-male choir peal forth with hymns of praise was indeed a rare. privilege. 
Both morning speakers did a superb job with an obvious degree of relaxation 
and contra 1 . · · · 

In the evening after preaching on this initial Centennial day, the con~ 
gregation gathered in the Fellowship Hall to partake of the most unusual 
morsels of food. Never underestimate the limitations of a man. They dis~ 
covered their culinary skills by baking twenty-two luscious cakes, attr~c 
tive to the eye and satisfying to the palate. Hot beverages were served 
with the delightful treat. · 

.. 

The last Sunday of January was designated "Bryant Carr Day". Rev. Carr 
preached a sensational sermon to a packed sanctuary of family and friends. 
William Bryant Carr, Jr. read the scripture and prayed a beautiful prayer. 
Bob Bullard read a Resolution in honor of Mr. Carr to be published in the 
Biblical Recorder, praising him for fifty years in the mirris tr'y.:" Cecil Hodqe 
presented him with a set of golf clubs and a check to Mrs. Carr from the· 
church. A nice reception was given in the afternoon at the church by the 
Carr family. After deciding to establish permanent roots here, they settled 
on Ridge Road in the Matthews community. Concluding this eventful day, Rev. 
Lucas baptized ten candidates at the evening service, which was a very 
impressive observance. . ;' , • ,,. 

We remember William Bryant Carr, Jr. with endearment when he lived with 
his family in the pastorium for fifteen years. Bill is a Presbyterian minis~ 
ter in Rock Hill, South Carolina; he formerly served a church in Pine Bluff, 
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' ' 
Without a doubt, our church has the most enterprising teenagers any- 

where, truly a kaleidoscope of charm and promise. These jubilant young 
people are a marvelous credit to the fellowship. 

The Easter Cantata, "Beho l d Your King", was presented April 10, at 
the morning worship hour .. Many hours of preparation had been put into 
this delightful performance. · '"·· 

Rev. Henry Crouch of Charlotte was the guest speaker at four ~ight~, 
of· revival services the last of April. Each sermon was meaningful and , ,, 

·revitalized the faith of the individual. Splendid.music by the ·chpir 
added much to the worship. · -•1' 

We were honored to have had Rev. and Mrs. George L. Hocutt in our 
.midst on May 15. Rev. Hocutt occupied ~he pulpit at eleven o~clock and 
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i'..f'ka~~:; .. ss _ 8 in JeffN..ii~s t ra tes dignity and competence, .a1id has a s tro;n,g 
de·::·qv,::;~·y. ~i~ s i ncere ly wish h rm many qra t i fyinq years as he cont inues to • ~ 
prcc 1 aim the Good News. 

It is said that ~ach ihdividua! is born with at 1east one talent; 
Phil Duncan has more. He has preached in several services.as well as 
leading in the music and youth ministry. We are fortunate to have such 
a gifted young man on the staff who typifies willingness and readiness 
when called upon~ ~~ ... l ~ .. ~,-~ ··-· .. -~., .. ' . ' It seemeq...just like old;times to have had Rev. and Mrs. Hubert S. 
Mumfol!'d back fo town for a weekend, The last Sunday of February Rev. 
Mumford delivered a stimulating sermon on "Love~ .. He enlightened us 
about his Mission work for twenty-five years with the Yates Baptist Asso-. 
ciation in Durham. certainly an outstanding success. Mr. Mumford still1 
epitomizes aggressiveness in his winsome ways, and is characteristic of , 
the same vibrant personality. Mrs. Murnforid positively beams with radi 
ance. 

Since Baptist6have such a yen for eating, a bountiful covered-dish·. 
lunch was relished after preaching. 

• 
Natur~, ly, the Mumfords simply could not return to Durham without ' 

visiting M . L. Phillips who is ill at her home. In his opening remarks 
in the pulp1 , Mr. Mumford told about the Phillips family being so hospit 
able and opening their home to them for many months without one cent of 
pay before we were financially able to obtain a parsonage. ·Another regu 
lar worshipper and staunch member for a long time, Miss Velma Houston who 
is in a Rest Home in Charlotte, was, overj_oyed to have had the Mumford~ . ' 
visit her. 

Youth Day was the third Sunday in March. Sunday School classes were 
taught by the young people. Jill Grubbs had "Centenn+al Emphas ts" as her 
topic. She gave a refreshing talk, telling about the group preparing and 
filling a time capsule to be opened in one-hundred years. The Youth Ensem 
ble made their debut by singing "Let Our Joys Be Known11, which was a lovely 
rendition. Jeff Goodman, Donald Honeycutt, Jr. and Susan Bacon talked on 
the theme: 11A Youthful World11• Al1 speakers and participants in the en 
tire service were ,fantastic. 
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October· was the big month>for· Jubilee· festi vi tles.. r- , • ~- 

It seemed coincidental that the Methodists,,Presbyterians and 
Baptists all became aware of the need of a ohuroh in· the Matthews· 
vi ~ity in !877,· thus putting visions into reality.·Henoe,, the reason 
r o invftations-extei:l.ded--to the two denominations to---join-us-in--brea.kin&--- 

- - br d together_ the first day _of _Qq_t_ober_._ A sumptuous· picnic lunch was 
de oured by two-hundred-fifty pe op Le , Old-hymnswere-sting, a:nd-e.-special- 

Lo program conduc ted--by -Ste-ve. Bunker_w_a.s_mo.s_t_____iw.jQ_~ble_._ . 
The best was yet to come. The ninth of-October was the culminatron- 

a!nemorable-celeoration-marking-the-ann~versary-of-the-birth-ot'-o1~1r.__ __ 
r ch , Wha_t __ an _e:xhili~~ting experience! We reveled in Mr.· and Mrs. 

Ma se Grant's presence. They ha ve-1.ongoe.Bfi-aHe.llma.rk-i-n-Bapti·st-realms.r 
- Mr- -Grant-was guest speake r , his t opf o. be Lng ," From The Qradle To The 

Gr ve "· He was articulate, captivating and projected an aura-ot-sincerity- 
---a· n- -:nurnility --- ------ - ----------- -- __ . -- ----------- ------ ---- 
---- _ _pr. Cecil Ray, better known as " Number One Mr• Baptist " filled the 

pu pit---S.~the-evening-service November-thirteenth-.-His-~isi--t-~~noiude-d- 
- --th -¥ear_of Centennial ac:ti vi ties. 

Dan Ridley was hired as Minister-Of Music-&-Edlicatio!LJ"ebruary-20 «=:': 
----I9 9-. He-did-an-ou-tstanding-job, and_c_on.trL'buted greatly to the music 

pr gram. He resigned August 7, I98J. - 
-- - ---icen-Pow ers-a asumed+the -poaf ti on-of-Minister- Of'-MusLc-&-ECLucati on _ 
___ Oc o_ber October 2, I983. There is no way to measure the influence he 

ha ontheeiitlre-ohurcli-fami ly,goingabout-hi-s-duti-es-in-an-exubere.n t~ 
ner. _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Sparkling sounds afford pleasure as handbells-are-tised""-1.rrmany 

vi~e~·T;~ether-We - Build -"-pl_a_n-~a-s-voted on inl:982----'---;-JC-~i-gh- t-add.i-tional- 
--s day ·school-rooms,-an-assembly a-rea-,-choi-r-rebe and storage-r.ooms _ 
_ w.e e __ bull t _to the back of the ohlil.roh • A Fellowship Hall one-hundred- 

f et by fifty~five-feet-wlth-kitclien-ana-rest-rooms-was-construoted--- 
---be ind the church with .a connecting walk;way. A ramp was built- at the 

fr nt of the church. Tucker Construction Compa-riy--contracted_,__tb.e-entire-- 
- jo --ror-the-price-of--$432156I.OO ,-oompleting--the~new_building_ Ln _ __ 
No emE~~__Ef I982. These facilities were occupied February 6, I98J. 

Rev. WarrenMallard·-acc epted---the-posi tion-of-Minister-Of-Eduoa-tio.n-....-: 
ruary2 ,_--1986 e., __ __ _ 

Rev. John Lucas reslgnea-the-paSt6rate-M8.y-4;-I986-.-------- 
--- --Rev.-Warren Mallard-was oa.lled-.as SuppJ.y_:e__a~tor_May II, __ I9___?f>. He 
, tr ly was a God-send, and knows the heartbeat of a church. With his - 
- ma y talen1's and vibrant personali ty,-he wen-t-he-hea-r-tS--O-f--everyone .• _ 

_ _ _As an_eyalu~tion is taken, Matthews Baptist Church cherishes vast 
n ggets of golden memories· of-the-illUstrious-past.-we-shall-always- --· 

-t easure the precious heritage that has been handed down through the 
C ntury. May it remain a Mighty Fortress to all who olioose-toenter and 

- w rship. 

\ 

I 

a 

4' \ 

p;i·bard~:ed an excellent sermon. During the depression year's precarious 
cfr·wmstances existed and the church was struggling along in arrears, 
A mammoth task conf-ronted this youthful preacher. With quietness and 
fo~titude, Mr. Hocutt confidently steered us through the rough to a 
haven of $elf-reliance. We shall-be forever grateful for his steadfast 
faith and wise counsel in preserving honor and integrity. Mrs. Hocutt 
remains the same charming lady as always. Rev. Hocutt is now retired 
at Rocky Point, North Carolina. 

Phil Duncan resigned from his position June 5, 1977. With regret 
and reluctance, the congregation relieved him of his duties. In order 
to have a continuity of activities~ Steve Bunker of Charlotte was 
immediately called as Interim Minister of Music and Youth. Steve came 
highly reconmended. He has an exceptional voice, and his smile is con- 

~--...-, -c ..._,, ta9 ious. His gentle leadership is a striking success • 
............ -; ...... ._,...,,,...._.,....._ . ..._ . ....,,.....,."V'v--.....,......,,......_ ...... ...._,,....._......_...._ ,-.,,...._....._,.....,,,"'-"'-'-'V"'-'-....v'-~·vv ....... -.... .................... - ,,~~--VV"V"V"'.r.r...r~v--v..r..r-.r..r..r-..r-..r.,r ,,·.r...rv./...r.rr·rV./.J"V·~-->I" / / ..rJ".r..r r..r/-r/ r 

.: ' 

Church Historian, 
-------------- -·- ---- 

Ruth B. Head 
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PASTORS 

Rev, J. B. Braisington 1877-1882 
Rev. A. L. Stough 1882-1885' ' ' 
Rev" ,J. B. Richardson 1885-1898 
Rev. J. s. Snider '1898-1899 
Rev. s. w. Bennett 1899-1900 
Rev. 0. M. Austin 1902-1904 
Rev. w. B. Renfrow 1904-1905 ' 

(Supply) 
Rev. p" H. Purnell 1905-1906 
Rev. D. M. Austin 1906-1907 
Rev. w. L. Barr 1908-1909 
-Rev. J. E. M_. Davenport ., 1909-1911 ,. 

,1912-·~?' • • Rev. J . w. Whitley . ~ ... . Rev. R ... D . Cross .. ~. .. 1916- ? ~ 

' 
, 

Rev. ·D. M. Austin .. - 1919.:·1925 . ~ .. .. .... • ... •' ' • (Death')·.~ . . - ... 
~· 

..; ,. -· Dr. L. R. Pruette 1926-1929 . •: 

Rev. J. A. Snow 1929-1934 .. ·-· t • , 
Rev. George L. Hocutt 1934-1941 
Rev. Hubert S. Mumford 1941-194~ 
Re,,v. Richar.d A. Kelly 1950-1954 ~ '"* Rev ~-·w .: Bryane·~arr 

___ ...__. 1954-~197 • ') 
Rev. William J. Tnompson 1970-1973 
Rev. John W. Lucas 1973-J 1,~lo 
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BHC HISTORY SHEET 

NAME: Matthews Baptist Church 

ADDRESS: 185 S. Trade Street, Matthews, N. C. 28105 

ORGANIZATION: 

NAME CHANGES: 

COUNTY: Mecklenburg 

ASSOC. : Mecklenburg 

Matthews Baptist Church was organized October 21, 1877 at 
the residence of the Reverend E. C. Williams. The presbytery 
consisted of the Reverends E. C. Williams, Evander David, and 
W. R. Massey, Secretary. 

None 

Rocky River [E] 
Brown Creek [E] 
Union 
Mecklenburg [Cabarrus] 

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP: 

PASTORS: James T. Brassington 
Albert Lewis Stough 
James B. Richardson 
Joel S. Snider 
S. W. Bennett 
Daniel Monroe Austin 
W. B. Renfrow 
Daniel Monroe Austin 
William Loman Barrs 
J. E. M. Davenport 
Julius Wesley Whitley 
R. D. Cross 
Daniel Monroe Austin 
Leonard Rowland Pruett 
James Abner Snow 
George L. Hocutt 
Hubert Simon Mumford 
R. A. Kelly 
William Bryant Carr 
William J. Thompson 

CEMETERY/RECORDS/DATES: 

HISTORIES: 

1877-1882 
1882-1883 
1885-1897 
1898-1899 
1900-1901 
1902-1904 
1904-1905 
1906-1907 
1908 
1909-1911 
1912-1913 
1914-1916 
1917-1924 
1924-1929 
1930-1933 
1934-1940 
1941-1949? 
1950?-1953 
1954-1969 
1970- 

l877-1880 
1881-1883 
1884-1887 
1887- 



BHC ACCESSION SHEET 

MAIN ENTRY: Matthews Baptist Church (1877), Mecklenburg Co., N. C. 

TYPE OF PAPERS; DATES: Church minutes, 1877-1942; a roll book, ca 1878-1891; 
and miscellaneous loose papers, 1890-1940; treasurer's 
records, 1890-1949. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 5 volumes; 121 items. 

ORIGINAL FORM OF MATERIAL: Manuscript. 

HISTORY-SCOPE AND CONTENT (ABOUT AUTHOR AND MATERIALS): 

Matthews Baptist Church (1877), Mecklenburg Co., N. C. 
Records, 1877-1949 [broken series]. 5 vols. 

121 items. Manuscript. 
Minutes of church conferences, 1877-1942 and 

other church records including an associational 
letter, church letters, church loan corres 
pondence, membership records and miscellaneous 
items. 

See finding aid in BHC 
Loan, 1949 

1. Mecklenburg County, N. c. 
2. North Carolina Church Records. 

NCCF: Matthews Baptist Church UNION 
Matthews Baptist Church BROWN CREEK [E] 

---· Matthews Baptist Church ROCKY RIVER [E] 
Matthews Baptist Church MECKLENBURG 

Shelf list. 

REFERENCE TO A DESCRIPTION IN A GUIDE, OR WHERE PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED: 
ORIGINAL LOCATION OF MANUSCRIPTS: 

Scuthern Baptist Historical Commission 
has microfilm #1299-26@ $14.56. 

COPY IN BHC IF NOT ORIGINAL: 

PROVENANCE/DONOR, CITY AND STATE, DATE OF RECEIPT/RESTRICTIONS: 

Loan from the Matthews Baptist Church by the Rev. 
Hubert S. Mumford, 14 July 1949. NO restrictions. 

LOCATION IN BHC: CR 32 

DATE: 13 Dec.1967 (Rev. 30 Jan. 1974 JRW) 



BHC DESCRIPTIVE LIST 

Matthews Baptist Church (1877), Mecklenburg Co., N. C. 

CHURCH MINUTES: 

Church minute book, Vol. I, 1877-1892 

Minutes of church conferences from 21October1877 to 
25 June 1892 ;_ rules of decorum; and a church membership roll 
in the back of the volume. These minutes were revised and 
transcribed into this book by a church committee appointed 
for the task in 1883. There are some missing pages. 

Church minute book, Vol. II, 1892-1906 

Minutes of church conferences from 25 June 1892 to 20 
June 1906; an alphabetical membership roll; another member 
ship roll; and an attendance roll. Ordination of J. N. Toler 
on page 74 and W. B. Renfrow page 141. 

Church minute book, Vol. III, 1906-1923 

Minutes of church conferences from 1 April 1906 to 14 
September 1923. Minutes are missing for 1913-1915 and 1918. After 1919 
the minutes are not as full. 

Church minute book, Vol. IV, 1922-1942 

Minutes of church conferences from 12 Feb. 1922 to April 1942. 
The dates overlap the preceeding volume but the minutes are not 
duplicated. The minutes for 1925-1927 and 1930-1933 are missing. 
The minutes in this volume are not as full or complete as the pre 
ceeding volume. 

CHURCH RECORDS: 

Associational letter, 1901. 2 items (1 copy) 

Copy of the associational letter to the Mecklenburg and Cabarrus 
Baptist Association, 3 August 1901. 

Church letters, 1891-1907. 21 items 

Letters and dismissal certificates for Matthews church members 
and those from other churches to enable them to rejoin the church 
and move their membership. 

Church Loan correspondence, 1935-1940. 63 items 

Letters and copies of correspondence with the Jefferson Standard 
Life Insurance Company, Greensboro, N. C., relative to the payment 
of the church loan; and receipts for payments made. 
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BHC DESCRIPTIVE LIST 

Membership records, cal878-1891, undated. 1 vol. 6 items. 

This volume is a printed roll book with the information 
filled in by ink and pencil giving information on the individual 
church members; when and how received into the church and dis 
missed; and remarks on the reason for dismissal. Some pages are 
blank. Also there are some undated and unidentified lists of 
church members. 

Loose church minutes, 1891-1901; two reports of a membership 
committee, 1905; regulations for the church conferences; an un 
dated Sunday School lesson; and a sheet of church statistics. 

Miscellaneous, 1891-1905, undated. 13 items. 

Treasurer's records, 1890-1949. 16 items. 

Lists of receipts and disbursements; collections; statements; 
church budget lists; reports to the church; and Finance Committee 
reports. 
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