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Introduction 

Wake Forest University, located in the northern sector of Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, is a liberal arts university, with added features of a graduate school and schools 
of business, law and medicine. The city of Winston-Salem (population 140,000) is a 
cultural center of North Carolina and affords to the Wake Forest community the 
opportunity to broaden its educational sphere. The city is also an educational center. 
Winston-Salem State University, Salem College and the North Carolina School of the Arts 
are located within its boundaries and are easily accessible to the Wake Forest Student by 
way of city transit. North Carolina is the home of many fine schools, among which A & T 
State University, Bennet College, The University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Guilford 
College, and Greensboro College are only a thirty minute drive from our campus. 



Prelude 

When one seriously begins to consider continuing his education beyond the high 
school level, he needs to find out several things about the colleges in which he is 
interested. These include the size, the curriculum, the available majors, the extent and 
types of extracurricular activities, and the facilities (library, on-campus living 
arrangements, etc). In addition, the Black student should concern himself with the 
potential of the school to satisfy the personal needs of a Black student at a predominately 
white school. It is our belief that the Black students, by relating and reflecting on their 
personal experiences, can provide a true picture of campus life, as it affects them. This 
booklet will deal primarily with personal experiences; facts are included to provide the 
environment in which the experiences take place. This is an interpretation of what Black 
life at Wake Forest is all about. 

The Afro-American Society 

The advent of Black students in noticible numbers to predominately white campuses 
has fostered a transformation of these campuses; Wake Forest has been no exception. 
Black students at Wake have made their presence felt through participation in Student 
Government, student and faculty commitees, and athletics, to name a few. For example, 
during the 1971-72 school year, a black was Secretary of the student body and was also 
elected homecoming queen, and a black was appointed student intern to the President of 
Wake Forest University. Also, another black was elected President of the Freshman class. 

The realization of the Black students that organization was necessary to achieve 
certain goals led to the establishment of the Afro-American Society, an organization 
dedicated "to promote respect, unity, dignity, and recognition to the Black student, his 
race, culture, and heritage." The organization achieves these goals through a variety of 
means such as guest lectures, films, and readings. The support and work of each Black 
student is more than welcomed, for the Society can only be as strong as the members 
which comprise it. 

A Personal Experience 
America is in the midst of a period of racial strife and Black assertion. This situation 

can present special problems for many Black students here at Wake Forest. Although 
being the center of attention for white liberals, Black students often become suffocated 
with white student apologies and expressions of guilt. After getting fed up with "bull----" 
questions being asked of them, most Blacks get together with the brothers and sisters to 
play cards, bitch about academics, discuss sports, or just lounge around. 

To me, Wake Forest has been a rewarding and unhappy experience. Four years of 
closeness with the brothers and sisters seems to have made me more like a member of a 
large family. The importance of Wake's emphasis on academics remains to be seen. My 
biggest gain has been that this school has made me more aware of Black identity. But 
Wake is and can be what you make it. 

.~ 
'O 
;;] ... 
(/) 

Clement Brown, Class of '73 





WAKE IS . 

" ... a mixture of joys and heartaches, triumphs and failures, good times and bad times, 
but every moment-a learning experience." 

" ... a rewarding experience, and unhappy one ... four years of close togetherness with 
the brothers and sisters, a lonesome, loathsome time of withdrawal and desolation ... a 
well-rounded, soul searching educational occurance ... Wake Forest is what you make it 
and how much you are willing to give and how much you are willing to take." 
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" .... an artificial rose garden with thorns that are as real as life's rose garden and will 
prick you if you are not ready to join the fight for survival. " 
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" .... making me aware of a black identity I had never known before." 

" .... learning to associate with, find out about, and occasionally live with others." 



" ... learning to tolerate those who will not bend and learning to live with those who can 
1 

give in some." 
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" .... playing a game of basketball or cards, going for a Wednesday night swim, gathering 
in the lounge to watch a dynamite movie or to support your favorite team in any given 
sport,to get away form all the strain, tension, and frustration." 

" ... the constant exchange of ideas, be they light or heavy, to make for a fuller and more 
well versed individual." 

" ... lying under a spring sun in Reynolda Gardens, contemplating an assignment, 
reflecting on a recent experience, relating to someone dear, or dreaming of a more perfect 
tomorrow." 
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A Personal Experience 
The Black woman's adjustment to the aura of Wake Forest depends upon her mental 

awareness and her own initiative to adapt to a different type of environment. After her 
freshman year, she can discover the beauty and the pain in the reality of becoming a 
mature and responsible adult. There are many challenges and many avenues to take in 
order that she might respond to these challenges. 

First of all, the Black woman must realize that she is often "discovered" by the whites. 
Whites do not often realize that Blacks have the same cultural training in grooming and 
ethics as whites do. White girls also become aware that Black women have keen, acute 
minds that enable them to compete on an academic level. After a Black has accepted that 
a white girl has to learn these things, then she can delve into whatever area on the campus 
that she chooses. 

Since the ratio of Black men to Black women has been 3: 1, the chances for dating are 
vast. However, one finds more social enriching events in Winston-Salem. Sororities, such 
as Delta Sigma Theta and Alpha Kappa Alpha at Winston-Salem State University are 
opened for membership for those who want other contact with the Black community. 
Others can direct their energies in volunteer work, especially with the federally funded 
program, An Experiment in Self Reliance. As mentioned before, the type of experience 
that the Black woman on campus has depends upon her personality and her willingness to 
redirect a drab and.uneventful campus life into one that is richly rewarding and will give 
pleasant memories to her. 

Beth Norbrey, Class of '73 
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Admissions and Financial Aid 

There is no simple formula for admissions to Wake Forest. A student should not be 
discouraged because he has heard certain specific requirements must be met to enter the 
university, particularly the Black high school student. The standard tests and 
conventional means of deciding the applicants eligibility to enter college do not take into 
consideration those intangible traits which have led Black people to success. The Wake 
Forest Admissions Committee is fully aware that these Black students' potentials are 
oftentimes more truthfully indicated by traits which test scores are unable to indicate, 
and therefore do not place extreme weight on college board results. Rather, they consider 
the individual as a whole as indicated by recommendations, high school records, and 
extracurricular activities. So if you are interested in Wake Forest, go ahead and apply. 

Students should apply in the fall of their senior year and take the SAT preferably not 
later than December. The sooner your completed application is on file, the sooner you can 
hear about admission. 

Financial aid at Wake Forest is based on need. Therefore, a student is required to 
submit a Parents' Confidential Statement which can be obtained from your high school 
counselor. Most financial aid is awarded as a scholarship-loan package. Students are 
generally notified of financial aid awards between March 15 and April 15. Applications 
for financial aid should also be submitted in the fall of the senior year. Financial aid is 
not automatically renewable and must be applied for each year. 

Conclusion 

This brochure is an attempt to relate to you Wake Forest as we see it. We have 
consciously and earnestly tried not to misrepresent this school. We hope you have been 
able to get a feeling for the school through our Black experiences. Should you become 
interested, we will be obliged to assist you in the future. You may ask questions by 
visiting the campus or by writing: 

The Afro-American Society 
Box 7382 Reynalda Station 
Winston-Salem, N .C. 27109 

The Admissions Office 
Wake Forest University 
7305 Reynalda Station 

Winston-Salem, N.C. 27109 






