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Interviewer  0:08   
Okay, so if you could start, like just telling me a little bit about yourself, like where you're from 
what year you are at Wake. Were you planning on doing any study abroad in like, the fall or 
were you in the spring or the summer? So like any of those extra things that it helped me 
understand what your experience with COVID might have been? 
 
Interviewee  0:35   
Yeah, so I am going to be a senior which is really scary. And I am from New York. I grew up in 
Westchester, but when I was a senior in high school, my family moved like an hour north of 
there, um, and I just came back from abroad. This past fall, I went to the Venice cost Artem 
house, which was really awesome. So when I came came back. I was living in effort, which is like 
where a bunch of girls who were abroad were living. And yeah, looks back. Right. 
 
Interviewer  1:12   
Um, so being a senior and going into your senior year, how does that like contribute to your, 
like kind of an anxiety about COVID does that make it worse? I would kind of imagine that it 
would. Because it senior year, but yeah, so how does it like how does that make you feel? 
 
Interviewee  1:34   
I feel like it's definitely making me anxious in terms of like jobs and like the job market. But 
honestly, like, I'm not that worried about school though, because I'm living in an off campus 
house. So me and my friends are kind of like well, even if we do go online, like we're still gonna 
all be here and obviously it's not gonna be the same but I'm just try not to think about that. Um, 
and like this summer, I should have mentioned this in the last question. But this summer, I'm 
living in Winston, and like subletting a room from another one of my friends pretty much 
because my apartments not gonna be ready in time. Blah, blah, blah. But yeah, it like sort of 
opened up these other doors in terms of like, me still having like something of a senior year, but 
I'm definitely worried about like, jobs like they're just not being any jobs ones that I want to 
apply to. Yeah, so that's like, kind of looming in my mind. But overall, I guess I'm not that 
worried about like, how my senior year is gonna go. Okay. 
 
Interviewer  2:36   
So when, like COVID was just getting started on like, at the beginning of this year. And then 
when it started becoming like a thing here in the United States, um, how did you react to it and 
what did you initially think it was going to look like for you? 
 



Interviewee  2:52   
Yeah, I like you was not concerned. I thought it was gonna be like the next bowl or the next 
Sega like, just not really paid much attention to it. Um, and then when it did start coming to the 
US, I was kind of like, Oh crap, like, I should be concerned. It was kind of like a weird wake up 
call in that way. Um, but I still, like, thought that everything in my life would go on as normal. 
Like, I thought that school wouldn't be canceled for a long time, like, longer than I should have 
realized. Um, so yeah, I was like, pretty not concerned until I was home and I was like, oh, like, 
I'm going to be home for a while. Um, and my mom is immunocompromised. So I guess at that 
point, like, that was one of my biggest concerns was like, is my mom gonna be okay? Yeah, and 
especially like, when I was home, I was like, super careful, because I didn't want to like bring 
anything back. So right? 
 
Interviewer  3:56   
Um, is she okay?  
 
Interviewee 
She's doing fine. She's great. 
 
Interviewer   4:02   
Okay, so I'm kind of going to like the transition to online classes at Wake. Like how do you feel 
the school handled that? You think? Like the school did a good job and then kind of going off of 
that how do you feel your professors handled it? 
 
Interviewee 4:20   
I think the school did a pretty good job.  I thought it was really good that we had like those two 
weeks extra spring break for everyone to sort of like recuperate and that sort of thing. And my 
teachers some of them were sharing with me how like that was like so key to them because 
they like learned all like about zoom and the different resources. So I feel like in general, things 
are pretty good. Like I said, the housing thing annoyed me, but I don't know what they could 
have done better. Because like, since I live in New York, I wasn't going to like drive down for 
two days, like get all my stuff. Um, so yeah. I'm opting for the like, pack in store thing, just 
because I don't want to go and move at all by myself, to be honest. So it's just pure laziness. But 
they're, like, I always have problems with reslife To be honest, and I just like, need the 
communication like, and I am totally like the one that's being annoying because I'm like, I want 
to know like the insurance policy with like, the movers and stuff like that. I want to know, like, 
when I'll have access to my stuff, and they don't know that yet. So that's sort of frustrating, but 
I guess in general, I was pretty satisfied with the way we handled it. And as far as my professors 
go, I had some professors that were so awesome. One of my journalism professors specifically, I 
should have said, I'm an English major and a minor in journalism in Italian. So one of my 
journalism professors especially went like super above and beyond and was like, a great 
resource academically, but also personally um, Which I really appreciated and he would like 
always check in on us and like try and prioritize our mental health which I appreciated. And 
then I had teachers that basically like didn't change the class at all and it was just like the same 
class but we're now online like, which was kind of frustrating but especially with the pass fail 



option I did that one class pass fail so I was like, not that worried overall. So yeah, I guess in 
general to my professors. Were pretty like understanding and caring except for that one. 
 
Interviewer  6:35   
Yeah, I feel that. So go into like virtual education in general, like is it what is it something that 
you would ever do again? Would you try to avoid it? Do you feel like you learned the same 
amount? What did you find it like difficult or is more difficult or easier than on campus 
learning? 
 
Interviewee  6:59   
I will For sure avoid at all costs. I I'm like the same as like, if I'm in the library like I need. It 
sounds weird. I'm almost like I need people watching me for me to like do things like I'm just 
not I was so unproductive when I was like, sitting in my bed like on zoom class, like, I just, I feel 
like I just need like, different like environments to keep me motivated and like just my routine 
being thrown off was I just, I mean, I ended up doing okay, my class like the same as I would 
normally. But um, yeah, I would not do it again. Um, and another thing that was hard was like, I 
since I didn't go down at any point to like, get my books or like any items that I needed. I didn't 
have any of my books and when I would try to order them, I guess it was when like Amazon was 
like really backed up. Couldn't get the books in time. So I and like that I should have tried harder 
to get them I guess I should have gone on like different websites. But um, for like my English 
classes, I just didn't have the books and I would I had like this app that I could get them on my 
phone, but like, reading on my phone is also like, not it. I kind of just didn't read them and I feel 
like I like got nothing out of those classes for the last couple weeks, which is kind of not great. 
Um, so yeah, I feel like overall, it was just not a good experience academically and like I don't 
think there's anything anyone could have done to make it better. It's just like the nature of the 
situation. 
 
Interviewer 8:42   
Of course, I'm so I'm going to like the extracurricular things on campus, like what are the things 
you were involved in? Like, how did those change with like, not being on campus? And how do 
you feel like it affected your life Your ability to be involved with them. 
 
Interviewee  9:03   
Um, so I work at the writing center. And that was a big change. And we did like virtual tutoring. 
And I didn't actually do any of the sessions because I have like a work study. And it's like, it's 
very confusing, but my work study isn't the Writing Center, because, I don't like the writing 
center you have to qualify to work for so it can't be eligible for work study. But I guess because I 
like because of my financial aid bundle. They said that all work studies students are not allowed 
to do their jobs off campus. So I was kind of frustrated that I couldn't work at the Writing 
Center. But I still like went to the meetings and stuff just got nothing else to do. And they did 
end up paying me which was good, but basically yeah, that whole experience kind of went out 
the window because I couldn't tutor anyone else. And then I also teach yoga, off campus at a 
couple places in Winston Salem. And both of the students that I teach at closed, um, and one of 
them did like virtual classes, but it was just like the owner, so I couldn't really do that. And I still 



am not really sure what the deal is with either of those places. So, um, yeah, those are two 
things that keep me pretty busy. So it was kind of, um, it definitely felt like a lack that I didn't 
have those. Um, so yeah, they kind of just dropped off pretty much. 
 
Interviewer 10:44   
Um, all right. So how do you feel that COVID affected your relationships? Did you find that you 
grew closer to anyone? Like Did you find like, Who are your real friends? I know I've had like my 
sister talks about that. Whenever Yeah, do you feel like you're you like drifted from some 
friends? Did it kind of give you an idea like what your relationships with friends are going to 
look like after graduation? And those kinds of things? 
 
Interviewee  11:13   
Yeah, I feel like um, I think it didn't affect them that much. I guess with my parents it maybe 
did, because I I'm kind of like a pretty similar situation with you because I don't know anyone 
here like, I was with my family all the time, like literally 24 seven. And my older brother is like, 
work from home now. So he was like at our house, which like it was good to spend time with 
them. Definitely. But I also like I just I feel like it's just like a mother daughter thing like I fight 
with my mom a lot. So I was kind of expecting us to go back to that but we actually got along 
pretty well for the most part. So I guess I think overall, like When I left New York, I felt like my 
relationships with my parents were like strengthened because we usually don't get that much 
quality time. And I was like, kind of nervous about it cuz I was like, it's gonna be a nightmare like 
living at home, but it wasn't as bad as I thought it would be, I guess looking back, and in terms 
of like, my friends, I feel like I knew the people that I would be staying in contact with, like on a 
regular basis. And I did. I will say, though, that it's just like, hard to keep up with, like, you can't 
like FaceTime someone every night. Whereas like on campus, you can see them pretty much 
every day. So that was, I guess, a little bit difficult. Um, but yeah, I feel like I pretty much 
expected everything 
 
Interviewer  12:50   
Um, yeah. Okay, so has all this changed your approach to college at all? So will you go in the 
next year, like viewing it differently? Like Will you appreciate it more like those kinds of things. 
 
Interviewee  13:00   
Yeah, I feel like I'll definitely appreciate college more I feel like I'll even appreciate just like going 
out to a restaurant more. But definitely like, all of the in person events that we sort of take for 
granted. I'll be thinking about a lot more. I feel like I would probably do that being a senior 
anyway, but I guess it's just amplified. Um, I totally lost my train of thought. Yeah. Oh, I guess 
um, one thing that I did kind of take away from this is like, because some of my professors were 
so great. Like I was saying, I feel like I have a new like, appreciation for professors in general. 
And just like, because, like, I feel like we all kind of find ourselves from time to time just like 
going to class and like, that's the only time you really talk to your professor, but I guess like 
being forced sort of like out of my comfort zone and having to like Like, I guess I took advantage 
of like virtual office hours more so than I would regular ones, which is kind of weird. So, I think 



I'll probably, like appreciate my professors and just like the things that I took for granted more. 
Okay. Um, 
 
Unknown Speaker  14:20   
so, once again say, 
 
Unknown Speaker  14:24   
sorry. 
 
Unknown Speaker  14:29   
Okay, so um, 
 
Interviewer  14:32   
so you said you live in New York? kind of almost Upstate. It sounds like 
 
Interviewee  14:38   
Yeah. 
 
Interviewer  14:40   
Pretty much Well, yeah. So like New York City had a really bad and a lot of the lockdowns in 
New York were kind of based on like, what was happening in the cities. Um, so like, how do you 
feel that affected? Like your experience with COVID do you think if you have somewhere else it 
would have been different? 
 
Interviewee  14:59   
Yeah. We were because, and like I live close enough to New York that like my brother 
commutes from home and like my mom works in Westchester, which is like right outside of the 
city, and it was really bad and Chester, um, so we, I feel like we're definitely, like very, like 
conscious of that and like very concerned about it sort of like, um, we were super, like paranoid 
about everything kind of, because we needed to be so. Yeah, but I mean, to be honest, like, like 
you said, like, I don't really have people that I'm going to see down here, like when I'm in New 
York anyway. Um, so I feel like I don't know so it's, it was like, I didn't really see anyone outside 
my family but that's like not super rare when I go home. Um, so yeah, we definitely were like, 
super like we wipe down everything really really didn't house much. And I feel like, just like, 
from the couple days that I've been hearing Winston Salem, like, I've been to restaurants like 
doing all this stuff that you just cannot do in New York and probably won't be able to for a 
couple months, so, yeah. Okay. Um, 
 
Interviewer  16:17   
so here's the weird question. How do you think COVID has affected your values? Have they 
changed at all? 
 
Interviewee  16:26   



Yeah, I think, um, like I was saying, like, I sometimes don't always get along with my parents. 
And I feel like this, especially like, my mom is like, compromised. It was sort of like a wake up 
call that I was like, maybe I should appreciate them more and like, you know, actually value the 
time that I'm home instead of being like, I wish I was back at college. So I guess that's not really 
about you, but it's just like a shift in my perspective, in the way that I like, view my time with 
my family. 
 
Interviewer  16:56   
All right, yeah. Like that's really pertinent to this question. Um, So then like one last question, 
like looking back, are there things that you would have taken advantage of during lockdown? 
Are there things that you wish you did differently? Are there things that you wish like wait did 
differently? Like anything that you kind of think should have looked different? 
 
Interviewee  17:21   
Well, I think Not really. I feel like in general, I'm like, a, like, I don't like to regret things, if you 
will. But I feel like that sort of applies in this situation too. Especially just because everything 
was so chaotic and like, everything was unfolding, like at such a rapid rate that we were all kind 
of just dealing with things the best we could. So I feel like not really and I feel like the things 
that I got out of it, like for example, like my relationship with my family, were good byproduct. 
So I feel like I actually wouldn't change anything. 
 
Interviewer  17:57   
Right. That's great. Um, yeah, so that's all my questions 
 
Unknown Speaker  18:02   
stop the recording. 
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