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Amanda Cummins  
Could you start off by just like giving me some background on like, where you're from like what your you basic info 
like that

Braden Strackman  
 Well, I grew up in South Florida, but before I went to wake I moved to Nashville, Tennessee. I'm a rising sophomore, a 
math econ and politics major. Yeah. That's pretty much..

Amanda Cummins  
This is so random, but I'm wearing a Nashville t shirt right now.

Okay, cool. So could you sort of walk me through your reaction to when you first heard about COVID and like when it 
was sort of coming up as a conversation like what was sort of your first reaction to it

Braden Strackman  
Well very early on, like, before, it was like here in the United States, I was just kind of viewing it like how like 
everyone's like Zika virus or Ebola or those things. I was like, Oh yeah, like if it comes here, it won't be like crazy. Like, 
I was very skeptical of that actually, you know, like, doing all this. So, like, I wasn't too concerned at first. And then 
once we started getting cases here in the States, and it started like spreading around then I was like, okay, like I still like 
confident that we could like get this under control and like, we wouldn't have to have these like lock downs and all that.

But clearly, I was wrong. So oh well.

Amanda Cummins  
 Okay, cool. Um, and then, when you first like when Wake first postponed school, what was it they did first, they like 
postponed or they extended spring break, I guess what I mean to say what was your reaction to that?

Braden Strackman  
I  kind of expected them to at that point,  to extend spring break, but I didn't think they were going to move online. But I 
think part of that I was kind of like, biased in that sense that I didn't really want them to so I just believe that they 
wouldn't. But now looking back, I guess it seems like it makes sense. So yeah, I guess I should say my first reaction to 
that was I was like, kind of

like, I wasn't happy with it.

But like looking back that's kind of just like, I think how most people felt in the moment. Yeah. didn't want to have to 
stay at home for two more months. And they had to Yeah,

Amanda Cummins  
So would you say that your biggest concern was just like... was there a reason you didn't want to be home or it was just 
like you didn't want to like miss out on like campus in your second semester and whatever.

Braden Strackman  
Well, for me, I don't like going home. Because like, I don't know anyone here, because it's not where where I went to 
school. So like, I just know my family.

Amanda Cummins  
Okay. So going off of that, could you sort of like walk me through your day to day routine when we were in virtual 
classes?

Braden Strackman  
Well, I would, well, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, I had a 9am, which became an 8am here. So I would wake up for 
that, I'd log on to the zoom meeting, not even get out of bed. And I finished that. And I'd go back to sleep for a couple 
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hours, because all my other classes with the exception of one that was at one o'clock was in asynchronous, so I could 
just do it whenever. So I would do that and then I'd wake up, probably somewhere around like 11 o'clock. And probably 
like, take a shower and eat and then I do work off and on for the rest of the day. And if I had that other class, I'd do that

Amanda Cummins  
One of the things we talked about- I don't know if this is one of the questions that he wrote down.

Just out of curiosity, did you like pick up any new hobbies or like, start a good TV show or like anything like on the side 
that kind of like, kept you occupied?

Braden Strackman  
I did, actually, I started playing like, I stopped playing with PlayStation. Like when I went off to college, and I started 
playing it again. I play this game called Rocket League with my friends in Florida. And we'll be like, now that classes 
are over we on there for like four hours a day. It's kind of a problem. And we're just so bad at it.

Amanda Cummins  
it's something!

Braden Strackman  
Yeah. 

Amanda Cummins  
okay, let's see. Okay, so in terms of you said, one of your classes was like asynchronous. How did you find, like virtual 
learning in general? And I guess like, since you've experienced like, the two sort of sides of that, like, I don't know just 
what was your reaction to the virtual learning shift.

Braden Strackman  
Well, I kind of had an experience with like the online virtual schooling because in high school we had, we had dual 
enrollment, which we could do at community college and they offered online classes for that. So I did that my senior 
year for two classes instead of taking them at my high school. So like, I was kind of prepared, like, I knew what to 
expect, as far as all that is. So like, I knew how to like learn during it, but I did find that it wasn't as good as being on 
campus because you're kind of enticed to like cut corners, is you know, no one's watching you. Yeah, like, it just like, 
didn't feel like as productive being here. Yeah. Even like I I got stuff done a lot quicker because I just like lock my door 
and not have to deal with anyone.  But still, it was like, it just like, didn't feel the same. It just like wasn't right.

Amanda Cummins  
Yeah, it's kind of like they're less like outside distractions. But for me, at least I felt like I was just like so unmotivated 
and distracted all the time.

Braden Strackman  
No one to keep me in check, like, at least when I'm like in the library with friends if I started going on my phone, 
someone can like, kick me in the shin. Yeah, here. I don't have that. 

Yeah, definitely.

Amanda Cummins  
Um, so did your, let's see.

Did your teachers like offer

any, like, additional support in terms of like online learning? I know, some of my teachers would host like, extra, like 
virtual office hours and stuff like that. So like, Did any of your teachers try and like have those efforts? And if they did, 
like you, like, utilize them? Did you find them helpful?
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Braden Strackman  
A lot of them had like open office hours. I just feel like email them with a time and they'll set up a zoom meeting. So 
they kind of like did away with like traditional office hours, which I thought was kind of nice. Just like whenever you 
need them, just contact them. But I wish I....I didn't use it, but I kind of wish I used it more, because I could have filled 
in some that gap between, like the quality of education for online learning and then in person. Like, especially for 
language class, like I definitely should have used that more than a few times, but.

Amanda Cummins  
what language class did you take just out of curiosity, German? Oh, wow, cool.

Braden Strackman  
Yeah.

Exciting stuff.

Amanda Cummins  
Yeah, super. Um, okay. What are you typically like involved

in on campus, if anything, and

like, if you're like in a club or something like that, and what was that transition, like

when you went back home? 

Braden Strackman  
Okay. Well, I'm involved in student government. So that transition was interesting. Because like, our entire constitution 
is based on like being able to meet in person a lot, the way the rules for actual Congress and stuff are so clearly they've 
adapted in a certain way. But it was harder for us. Like we had like, virtual like Google meeting. Senate like once or 
twice, and like it was just difficult because there's like 30 people 40 people on it. Yeah.

Amanda Cummins  
Yeah. It's so chaotic when there's so many people.

Braden Strackman  
everyone wants to talk.

It was harder to do things. So you can have like meetings with people on campus, like, administrators and stuff. Yeah, 
unlike a regular lecture, many meetings went out the window. So like, I think for, like, extracurriculars in general, they 
became just so much less productive. And I'm also an APO, and like we just basically were unable to do anything 
because it's all like service. Yeah. So you're like, Okay, how do we do that in a lockdown 

Amanda Cummins  
Yeah, definitely.

Okay, um, in terms of like your relationships and like, just like relationships, super generally like maybe teachers or 
friends or, especially, because you were a freshman, I feel like the friend making process like it still goes on, so in the 
second semester me so how do you feel like your relationships changed?

Braden Strackman  
So I was one of those people that really felt like the friends that I like in my second semester. So like the first semester 
was kind of like, you know, whatever. Yeah. So, like, I'm able to keep in contact with them and like, that's great. But I 
definitely feel like things would be like so much better for you're still on campus and still, like it's easier to build 
relationships that way, like being together in person and being around each other for hours a day. So, like, I don't I 
wouldn't say that it's hurt them necessarily. I just think that it's kind of, like left me with no gain. In terms of my 
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relationships. I think that's easier because of like social media and all that. Like if this were 30 years ago would have 
been like a serious

problem for everyone on that 

Amanda Cummins  
you write a letter once a month. Okay, cool. Um, let's see. This is interesting. What effect has COVID had on your 
values? if any? If not it's fine. If you have none.

Braden Strackman  
You say maybe think about my family a little more and like, but how the things I do affect them?

Yeah, like, that's kind of a tricky question. Yeah,

Amanda Cummins  
I feel like that's something that you really need to like think about for a while.

Braden Strackman  
Like, what kind of values?

Amanda Cummins  
I think they were just thinking like, when crazy stuff like this happens, like, in the face of like all this adversity like what 
are you thinking about I think is what people were getting at. But I don't know, I guess it's totally valid for some people 
that it's like, not really much has changed.

Braden Strackman  
Like in terms of like political and moral values, like nothing's changed, like I generally stand like pretty firm and those 
no matter what's happening Yeah, like in terms of like family values, I've definitely thought about those things harder. 
Yeah, and like, it's made me realize, like, how much my family means to me, and like how important those relationships 
are. For me to be successful. Yeah.

Amanda Cummins  
Cool. Um, one of the questions that we also talked about was just kind of like considering people's like, socioeconomic 
status like distance. from home we talked about like race and ethnicity, like maybe immigration status. So I don't know 
if like any of those factors have impacted your experience. But if so, what was that like?

Braden Strackman  
Not really, like my dad was lucky he didn't lose his job because he works for a food company. That doesn't really 
happen. So yeah, like, a lot didn't really change for us. It was basically just like, we couldn't go anywhere. And we were 
stuck in the house. So we were lucky with that. And, yeah, like, I don't think much of that really applies to me. 

Amanda Cummins  
Okay. One of the things that like, I have been so annoyed about is like, the move out process and stuff like that. Um, so 
did you What was that like for you like, cuz I know some of my friends went down to campus, right when like they had 
the opportunity to do like, did you do That, or

Braden Strackman  
Yeah. I did that and brought all my clothes back. So that was still over spring break. And then so like I left like, oh, like, 
like my drawers and like stuff on my desk and like, you know, like hangers and all that stuff there. So then what they 
did is like I lived in Johnson last year, and they're renovating Johnson over the summer. And they didn't know what was 
gonna happen or when we get back. So they packed up all our stuff and put it in the Sutton center in boxes. Mm hmm. 
So that was kind of nerve wracking, or like, okay, like, my stuff. My main stuff is just like, like we weren't like dirty or 
like, yeah, messy, but like still, like it's a small room totally. Okay, so we'll see what I get if you're lucky like, I didn't 
get any of his stuff and none of my stuff is really missing. So like we went in, pick that up, and then I went from there to 
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visit my girlfriend in Wilmington for a couple of days. And then my parents came back here with all this stuff in my 
mom's car. Okay, so they got back here and we found that all my bedding was missing like the mattress pad the sheet 
the pillows, all that. So I was like, okay, that's great. So like I called like Residence Life and housing. I was like, Okay, 
you guys missed the box. So then they found the box in like another room stuff. And on my way back. I had to pick that 
up like three stops to move at this year. That was...Yeah, 

Amanda Cummins  
I feel like anytime anyone deals with reslife like it is always such a hassle. I don't know what they're doing over there. 
But

Braden Strackman  
It's got a lot going on. Like I'm so like, I'm sure like you know this from when you were a freshman but there's always a 
mold scandal in Johnson and Bostwick. So I first semester of freshman year, me and the other senator from Johnson, we 
were like, we were going to tackle the mold issue which  never happens. So like it took us two months to get in a 
meeting with reslife and housing to talk about all of it. But we got a meeting and that's what we're proud of.

Amanda Cummins  
Wait, so are they doing the mold thing because it's under construction?

Braden Strackman  
Well, they were going to do that anyway. Like basically, like they broke it all down. And they and there's like, there's 
stuff that they are doing for it, but there's just some things they can't control because the building's old

Amanda Cummins  
good for you guys for getting that far. 

Braden Strackman  
We did it.

Amanda Cummins  
Yeah, so celebrate that victory. Okay. In terms of like fear is something we talked about in our like larger meeting like, 
do you like simply do you fear like Coronavirus, and like how has that been a factor in like you're experiencing it 
overall.

Braden Strackman  
Like Personally, I didn't really fear it just like I've always been like healthy. I've never been like, majorly ill like that. So 
like, I wasn't really worried myself I was more worried about like passing that on to someone in my family. Yeah. And 
them  getting sick because like my dad was sick for like two or three weeks during all this. And I he didn't test positive 
for COVID but like, we're pretty sure that's when it was like some virus that we didn't know like it wasn't the flu. It 
wasn't like a sinus infection or anything like that. So, like, we know that the like testing process isn't always like valid. 
So we're kind of assuming that that's what it was. It just didn't test positive. There's been cases where that's the case.

Amanda Cummins  
did anyone else in your family got get sick when He was sick.

Braden Strackman  
No, I think we were all healthy. That was another thing.

Amanda Cummins  
Crazy like, yeah. Weird. Yeah. Strange. Yeah. Um, was your family like super paranoid about in general? Like, were 
you like wiping down your groceries and like everything or were you kind of just more like laid back about it?

Braden Strackman  
My mom kind of was like she kind of she like wiped down the groceries and all that, like the rest of us were kind of we 
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were more relaxed about it like we were like careful doing stuff but we weren't, you know, like, freaking out like 
possible exposure.

Amanda Cummins  
Um, and I guess like as things start to reopen, because like Tennessee is pretty much open right?

Braden Strackman  
we're in phase three. So pretty much. Restaurants are like 75% capacity and like theme parks are still closed. So there's 
no like big gatherings like no sporting events or any of that. And then we're supposed to at the end of the month have 
phase four which is this like complete reopening, like nothing happened pretty much just like the social distancing 
guidelines. So like so far like it's been like smooth. We've been able to go do stuff like we went to the mall last week. 
Like that was good to like get out of the house and we haven't really seen like spikes in cases there is only the one like 
right when we first reopened because they tested it all the prisoners in the state,

Amanda Cummins  
Right I remember hearing about that

Braden Strackman  
it's a prison. like of course there's gonna be more cases. so yeah, it's like it's been pretty good so far here. We haven't 
like really had problems with it. And things are starting to get back to normal. People are going back to work and all 
that. 

Amanda Cummins  
Looking like ahead to just the summer overall, how Are you feeling about like being home and the new normal sort of?

Braden Strackman  
Um, well, I was kind of, like, bummed out because like, I had like enough entertainment for like, two and a half months, 
which I've now used. Yeah. So like, I was happy to get like these internships through OCCE... I never get the acronym 
right. Okay. So I'm just happy to do that. Like I'm happy to have to have stuff to do for student government. Like if I 
didn't have all that stuff going on. Like, I don't know what I'm gonna do is just like watch everything on Netflix. 

Amanda Cummins  
What What else are you doing? Just out of curiosity.

Braden Strackman  
I'm doing the the deacs decide internship.

Amanda Cummins  
Cool. Yeah.

Braden Strackman  
Cool. It should be pretty interesting.

Amanda Cummins  
And how did you get involved with these?

Braden Strackman  
or they were like the the link to apply was circulated through student government. 

Amanda Cummins  
 Did you have other plans for the summer before? All this went down?

Braden Strackman  
No, I did it. Like I had rough plans to try to do research with a professor here in this area, but that kind of fell through. 
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Like, at the beginning of March when it was looking like things were gonna be closed. Like when Vanderbilt announced 
that they were going to like close through the summer. It's like okay, so much for that.

Amanda Cummins  
Yeah, yeah. Yes. Okay. Well, that's pretty much all my questions. I'm going to stop recording.
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