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Anuja Palacharla  0:01  
Okay, so, hello, how are you?

Ian Davis-Huie  0:05  
doing pretty good. Okay.

Anuja Palacharla  0:08  
Um

Ian Davis-Huie  0:13  
I'm Ian Davis Huey. I'm a rising sophomore at Wake Forest University in Winston Salem, North Carolina right now. I'm 
19 years old. 

Anuja Palacharla  0:25  
Wow, fun stuff, um, and I'm Anuja Palacharla. I'm in Atlanta. And we're just gonna talk a little bit about COVID-19. So 
tell me about the first time you heard about COVID-19.

Ian Davis-Huie  0:40  
I distinctly remember reading an article in The Washington Post, I think it was, about this thing that was happening in 
Wuhan, China. And how it was this, really this new disease that had just been, uh, just been formed. And ,um, I 
remember I've been to China. I went once for two weeks, and my I, my sister is adopted from China. And so I went to 
for two weeks. And when I was in fifth grade to China to adopt my sister and so, since I have a family member who's 
from China, I was I was really concerned about it. I was, um, I feel really close to China because, you know, my sister 
was born there. Really nice place and everything. So I was, I was I was like, Oh my gosh, that's terrible that that's 
happening in Wuhan. But, uh, you know, I never, I never in my wildest dreams did I think, you know, this would come 
from it. That it would be like the biggest world event of my life, but I do remember reading that article and The 
Washington Post

Anuja Palacharla  1:59  
Um, Okay, so then what was the first time you realized it was actually gonna affect your life and become such a big 
thing?

Ian Davis-Huie  2:06  
Um, I remember the, it was the last day it was my last class. I had before spring break. My professor told us, I think this 
was, I believe it was March sixth. I know that's very specific, but it think was March sixth. I think that was the last day 
before spring break. And she told us to take our textbooks home for all of our classes in case the COVID-19 pandemic, 
delayed our return to campus. And so packing up my books that afternoon was the first time I had to I was actually like 
affected by it. Then later that night, I went to sturgill Simpson concert, which was a packed packed NBA stadium of 
people all piled up on top of each other listening to country music. So I certainly at that point was not taking it seriously 
as a threat. But packing up those books that day and then

I remember when the sports league started canceling.

I was really torn up about that obviously, and then of course, Wake Forest canceled, canceled the rest of their in person 
semester. And so obviously had a lot of a lot of effect on me after just packing up my books.

Anuja Palacharla  3:49  
Um, so how was that transition like from going from online or from on-campus to online classes?

Ian Davis-Huie  3:58  
It was it's strange It's been really it's been a really strange time.

I think
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I uh.

I value my family and

I, yea, value my family. I live with my two parents and my little sister. And I really value spending time with them. And 
so it was, it was I kept, you know, thinking you know, I try to find sometimes I guess it's a religious thing I try to find 
like deeper reasons behind things happening. And so I've missed in my family a lot, being in camp on campus a lot. And 
so, even though I thought the pandemic was awful, and all of that I thought, well, this is the silver lining of this It's a 
good it's a good time for me to live with my family again and everything but in terms of online classes

I think it made

obviously I think for a lot of students have made getting motivated, uh, getting motivated to do, uh, complete the 
assignments a lot harder. And, um, I also think I always felt very fulfilled at Wake Forest because of what some of my 
extracurricular, extracurricular activities and seeing my friends All the time and just the high pace of life made when 
you finish a week at Wake Forest I was felt really very proud of myself that I another another week down and and 
Having classes on zoom doesn't quite give you the same fulfillment, or I didn't take the exactly the same amount of 
pride in my work when I was just, you know, sitting in this chair and clicking around on the computer.

Anuja Palacharla  6:18  
Um, so you mentioned extracurriculars, like how did how did those change? Like did your clubs have any, like online 
things to do now that you guys were not on campus?

Ian Davis-Huie  6:28  
Not really. I'm, I guess I'm, uh, I'm in the leadership and character program, which is a scholarship program. And we 
had, uh, basically what it consists of is is weekly meetings, where we, uh, get together and we'll discuss maybe a topic in 
ethics or you know, maybe a world event or we'll read an article and have some kind of discussion about It. Kinda like a 
call to conversation a little bit, but it's the same group every time. And I also have to get 75 hours of leadership and 
character related activity, whether that be volunteering, reflecting. You know, it can be a lot of different things, I have to 
get 75 hours per semester. And so, in terms of leadership and character, we met over zoom every week, and we I still 
was required to get 75 hours but, um, it's sort of a lot of the reflective time became like, it changed a lot started 
including conversations I had with my family about a maybe a political issue or something I could say, Oh, that was 
time as reflecting. So it kind of changed the way I, um, I went about fulfilling my requirements for leadership and 
character, which was interesting. And the other kind of major extracurricular activity I have is I'm really involved in 
Wake Forest theater. And I had been cast in a play actually that was supposed to happen post spring break. Not gonna 
happen. And so that that just got canceled. And yeah, that's, I was I was just getting ready. I was getting ready to do that. 
Be in that play. rehearsals hadn't started yet. So yeah, so my life to theater was just kind of canceled. Leadership and 
character just kind of shifted a little bit.

Anuja Palacharla  8:53  
cool, cool. Okay. So what is your new normal now?

Ian Davis-Huie  8:58  
New Normal. I think it's so interesting that the phrase new normal I, I think it's, I heard it.

first, In one of those

briefings from Governor Cuomo in New York, he started talking about how COVID-19 is giving us a new normal, like 
a new kind of way to live. I sort of keep telling myself that this isn't permanent. So I think I'm kind of rejecting the idea 
that my life now is a new normal.

But as far as for the last three months, I have
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I've started getting a lot of contentment and a lot of happiness from

I don't know just I guess a maybe. slower pace of life. I like Yeah, I just I don't know, it's been nice to spend time with 
my family a lot. We've gotten back into in high school, we used to always have a TV show that we would watch every 
night, or one whenever we could like as a family, and we've gotten back into that, which is fun. And so I guess my new 
normal is kind of is sort of working towards I don't know, like a prime motivator of mine is I don't know that it's a hard 
question to answer. I'm sorry. I keep I keep going everywhere with it. But I don't know the normal day doesn't consist of 
necessarily a lot of it consists of basically no, you know, face to face interaction with anybody unless I'm going with a 
on a walk with someone, like a friend of mine from high school. So I derive a lot of my motivation and vigor for life 
from different things like Like I said, spending time with my family. And so that's, that's kind of the new normal for me 
is is sort of maybe the more high school like

living at home and kind of deriving motivation from that.

Anuja Palacharla  11:41  
Okay, Fun stuff. Um, So would you say COVID-19 has affected your relationships, especially because you get to spend 
time more time with your family?

Ian Davis-Huie  11:52  
Um, I think it's

I don't know if it's necessarily affected My relationships

you know,

maybe it's I've always thought

you know, family is important but when I when you're just kind of when you're all living together for three months and 
we've taken the the isolation thing, the quarantine thing really seriously where we're not, you know, we're, you know 
wearing the mask when we can't socially distance and all of that when you're kind of packed in the house together. I 
think I think naturally we all become a lot closer. But I don't think it's necessarily affected or changed anything about 
my relationships. And that goes for my family as well as my friends. I think my family I'm just dealing with more face 
to face interaction these days and my friends. I'm able to text and you know talk to in different ways. So it's kind of 
changed the dynamic for now with those relationships but I certainly hope it has not changed the very nature of those 
relationships.

Anuja Palacharla  13:18  
And you said you like to talk to your friends in like different ways. Do you have a favorite way of contacting your 
friends?

Ian Davis-Huie  13:24  
Um, I'm notorious for I have made like, like, probably under 15 FaceTime calls on my phone. I hate Facetime I don't 
like talking on the phone to anyone. So I am I'm definitely I was always a talk in person kind of guy before all of this 
happened. And with the friends that I can, I like to, you know, throw a football with them now. In a park or Go on walk 
maybe. I know there is not a whole lot to do. But I text my friends a lot. And that's probably my number one way of 
getting in contact with them, especially those that live, you know, in different states are far away that I can't

even now I can't meet up with

Anuja Palacharla  14:23  
um, do you think COVID-19 has changed any of your values?

Ian Davis-Huie  14:33  
I think for the time being, it probably has.
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I think I've, um,

in high school, and

interestingly enough, this summer, my internship that I had planned out was The like the, it was kind of the third 
iteration of internships I had in high school, which were I was an actor in a staged reading, of working on telling the 
stories of local local from Winston Salem, veterans, military veterans. And I worked as an actor and I would talk to the 
guy whose story I read in the stage reading and, you know, we were rehearsing, I was reading a direct transcript of this 
story. So I've done a lot of thinking about kind of a higher calling. Because my the guy I talked to Bill Everly was joined 
the Navy in kind of the heat of World War Two. And I always thought like what would lead what would lead someone 
in the middle of a world war to join the Navy and to just say, here we go, I'm going to do it. And I thought a lot about 
motivate, like, his motivation behind that. And I've done a lot of thinking about that. And so when this came, then it 
came. It. It's so it feels very much to me like a war. Because it's something that a lot of us didn't see coming. And it's 
something that's kind of unavoidable. And the only way we can win is by is by joining together to kind of, you know, 
stay safe, wear a mask and kind of isolate ourselves. Right. And I heard I saw something on like, Facebook or 
something that, you know, your grandfather was, was called to war. And that was his, your grandfather grandmother 
was called to war. And that was their way of, of saving of helping the country. Now you're being called to sit on your 
couch to save the country. And I think I've taken that really seriously. As as silly as that sounds to say, but I think one of 
my primary values in life has sort of been this. This idea that if I if I can, you know, stay home and keep someone who 
is at risk, who's an an at risk kind of population in terms of the Coronavirus and someone who's older who has the 
respiratory illness, if I can stay home and keep that person safe I definitely want to do that. And

so that's been

I guess that's how it's changed my values that now I really value this.

This this kind of drive I have to

you know, isolate myself and follow the government's procedures and everything. But I guess I should add as far as like 
my religious values and my

political values and

the values I have with regards to my family, those have not changed at all. And I'd still say those are probably my 
religious kind of family values or drive the two most

powerful ones I have.

But definitely, I've added the the quarantine values Over the past three months.

Anuja Palacharla  19:03  
Um, so you say you're at home all like most of the time you don't really you stick to your couch kind of thing. Um, what 
is your favorite part about being stuck at home?

Ian Davis-Huie  19:17  
That's a good question. That's a good question.

I

I hate to beat the dead horse, but it has been really good to see my family. I've missed seeing them all the time, and it's 
good to see them. I mean, I do leave the house. You know, I go on. I go on runs, you know, five times a week and I do a 
few. I'm not. I don't want to misrepresent what I said. I I don't just like sit on my couch 24 seven every, every day. But 
yeah, but it's definitely a lot more time at home than I was expecting. And so seeing my family and sorry, I wish I had a 
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better answer. More more original answer, but it's been awesome. Getting reacquainted with them. So

Anuja Palacharla  20:26  
have you picked up any new hobbies or anything the now that you're at home sometimes most times,

Ian Davis-Huie  20:32  
um

I don't know if I have any new hobbies. I, uh,

I guess things that I just really like doing. I've just started doing more of now that I have more free time. I'm a huge 
music fan. Like I can't even I can't tell you what a big music fan I am. And so All of these albums that I've been 
meaning to listen to or you know, you know, the new releases or something

I listen to all the time.

So that's awesome.

Also, I don't love it, but I I really like playing on my Xbox. And so that's been fun

in the evenings

and Xbox, I didn't really get to do that that much at wake. So those two things have been fun. I listen to a podcast now, I 
never would have listened to a podcast. But now I listen to a podcast. So I guess I'm expanding my horizons a little bit.

Anuja Palacharla  21:53  
So what are your thoughts on reopening? Or like, how should we reopen? 

Ian Davis-Huie  22:00  
I, uh,

Anuja Palacharla  22:03  
to clarify Wake Forest like the school itself. 

Ian Davis-Huie  22:05  
Oh, Wake forest

Anuja Palacharla  22:06  
yeah. That and like in general as well, like reopening businesses and stuff.

Ian Davis-Huie  22:12  
Fantastic.

I think I think

I think we have to find

there's such a fine line between

reopening, um

There seem to be kind of two ways to think about it that, you know, the economic fallout and the. yea, economic fallout 
and the fallout of people's lives of shutting down the country for three months has just been terrible. And it has been. 
And it's been so bad that we need to reopen, you know, as soon as possible. And then there's the other side that says, we 
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need to close, we need to close down until we're, you know, 100% certain we can keep everyone safe. And both of those 
are completely correct. And so there's only I think there's only a fine line where the two of those intersect. And I as as 
not a medical professional, or an economic

you know,

an economist, I guess would be the word. I can't speak to either of those to to to specifically, exactly how things should 
reopen

over the past two weeks

Winston Salem has been really hard hit with the Coronavirus with Coronavirus diagnosis, diagnosis, I think may 31 was 
our biggest single day of people getting like up numbers of the numbers of people who are diagnosed with the virus.

So I can understand

why Wake Forest would be hesitant to come back. But also it does come there does need to be a point where we just 
say, you know, this is not this, this cannot be the new normal us just, you know, sitting at home and talking on zoom. It 
can't be you can't you can't replace in person instruction. You can't. You can't just, you know, forego the jobs of people 
whose businesses still haven't opened up so hopefully the

The

economists, the jobs people and the medical professionals can find that find the

Uh sweetspot, fine line, I guess.

Anuja Palacharla  25:25  
Um, Okay. If you could go back in time to like four months ago, what would you tell your past self?

Ian Davis-Huie  25:33  
That is a great question. That's really interesting.

I would

I would probably say

I would probably say that

I, I guess I I guess I would say that I would try to reassure myself that things were going to be okay. I remember I was I 
was scared when this when this whole stuff started, there was a real week where I was really scared. I remember my 
mom would go to the grocery store and she'd have a mask and everything but I would just be I just be worried about her 
and be worried about all this kind of stuff. And I I think I would just tell myself to have faith

And

just not that my four month ago self didn't believe this, but I have faith that God has a plan and that we're all gonna 
we're all going to get through this

and that will

there's a plan there's there's some there's

no yeah that there's a plan
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Anuja Palacharla  27:33  
that is all I really have to ask you. So thank you for 

Ian Davis-Huie  27:37  
Thank you

Anuja Palacharla  27:39  
answering my questions.

Ian Davis-Huie  27:41  
Glad to do it.
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