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Diary t'or
The Year 1~58.
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Diary.

1858.

TT 1. F. A clear, pleasant day. Hauled over one stack of my fodder.
Brother Wiley went back to Smith Grove, the place he calls home.
TT 2. Sa. Clear, or nearly so, and pleasant.
I & Caleb cut and hauled wood in the forenoon.
In the evening I went to l\1adison & Son's
store, bought a few articles, (see "Cost of livingTT for this year)
paid them o1"'1' in full and took a clear receipt.
TT 3. S. Still clear, and quite pleasant.
and read.

"4. M.

Cloudy and tolerbly cool.

Staid at home all day,

Had 12 scholars to-day.

"5. T. Got up this morning before 4 o'clock; find it cloudy and
raining. This another very rainy day.
" 6. W. Old Christmas.
Clear and warm. If to-day rules Dec. we shall have a pleasant month.
So may it be. I'm reading "Pope's Essay on Man," and like it well.
TT 7. Th.

Clear and cool.

"8. F. Somewhat cloudy, and cold enough, I think, to snow. John
Poindexter, of Forsyth, staid with us last night. He told us a great
many things about our old friends and neighbors. He had two horses,
{worked one and rode the other) a little wagon, about 5 boxes of tobacco and his son. Was going, he said, to Alexander County. Hauling
tobacrio with one horse over the muddy roads these hard times is, I
guess, a poor business.
TT 9. Sa. Cloudy and quite cool. I & Pa built a shelter for our sheep.
I went to the shoe shop*and halfsoled my shoes.
n 10. S.
A cloudy, d_rizzly day, but not so cold as yesterday and day
before. Rose had her fou~th bull calf to-day. Its a fine one too.
I commenced reading the Bible about the first of this month, and expect to read it regularly through this year, and every year as long as
I shall live.

" 11. M.

Warm, and very rainy.

TT 12. T.

Warm, and nearly clear.

"· 13. W.

Warm and cloudy.

"14. Th.

Pa killed his hogs.

School small, small.

Still cloudy and cool.

" 15. F. A rainy day. Bought, of a book peddler, "Clark's commentaries
on the New Testament;" price $3.25· Dr. Adam Clark was a wise, and no
doubt a good man. He has writt~n a great d~al in ~xplanati?n of the
Bible. What he says about a passage of scripture is, I believe, generally admitted to be its true meaning.
*John G .. Johnson's
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" 16. Sa. Cleared off about the middle of the day quite pleasant.
I &
Caleb hauled a big load of leaves and put them in our cow and horse
stables to make manure. In the evening I fixed a stable for my filly.

"17. S.

A nice day.

"18. M.

Another nice day.

"19. T.

School closed.

Staid at home, and read my books.

Taught nearly four months this term, and

received $59.
"20. W. Went to mill ·(B!!s) with corn. Went to Town and closed my
acct. with the firm of J. & A. C. Cowles.
"21. Th. I & Mollie staid at her pa's last night. I & Pa put up a
gate, in the evening, at the mouth or the cowlane. Tuesday, Wed. &
·Th. have been remarkably fine days. Dont think I ever saw finer weather in January.
" 22. F.
"23.

Sa.

Another beautiful day.

I &. Pa measured off my land, etc.

Cold and cloudy.

" 24 •. S. A cold: drizzly day. The Rev. Samuel Calaway staid with us
to-day.
I bought· tte "Pilgrim's Progress" of him yesterday.
Price
40 cents.
"25.

M.

"2b. T.

Cut saw-logs, etc.
Nice weather.
"

"27. W. A beautiful day;
choped in the p. m.

Hauled saw-logs in the forenoon, and

"28. Th. Cold, cloudy day, and snowed like forty for a few minutes.
Hauled logs & plank.
" 29. F.
JO. Sa.

Cold and windy.
Cool.

Went to mill.

Mary and Williams came up.

Hauled wood, etc.

31. S. Cloudy and cold. Mr. W. went home and left Jv:ary up to stay a
week. Finished my task of Bible reading for Jan., (Gen. & Exodus) and
must now commence for February.
The Bible is the book of books, and should be read through by every
person, after they have learned to read well, at least once a year.
Our Savior said "Search the Scriptures;" the preac~ers say "Searfh the
Scriptures;" and all good men,* of every denomination say "Searc11 the
Scriptures."

*reading men I mean
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"1. M. One of the coldest, and rainiest days we've had this winter.
Worked in the shop, making us a large table of pine wood.
"2. T. Cold and windy, and somewhat cloudy.
place, cut wood for the fire, etc.

Shrubed off our house

" 3. W. Tolerbly cool and a little cloudy. Cut firewood in the forenoon~ and in the evening I & Alex. hauled. sawlogs and plank.

"4. Th.
., " 5. F.

Snowed last night, and to-day too.

Worked in the shop •

Snowed some to-day too.

"6. Sa. Clear. A pleasant day overhead. Sister Mar'y started home
on horseback, met Mr. Williams a few miles below Hamptonville coming
after her. Pa who was with her came back with the horses, and she
went on home.

"7. S.

Cool and windy.

"8.

I cut wood, and Pa & Caleb hauled nine loads.

M.

Staid at home and read the Bible.

"9. ·T. Windy, .a little cloudy, but not very cold. I & Mollie went
to the Eagle Mills, and bought a few articles. See "Cost of living."
"10. W. Went to the pigeon roost last night; saw a great many
pigeons, but only killed three. Went to mill, to Mr. Bell's and to
Town.
"11. Th. Cold, and clouded up in the evening.
I & M. staid at her
pa's last night.
"12.

F.

One of the snowiest of days.

"13. Sa. Snowed all day yesterday, and is hailing this morning at
a rapid rate. The snow is about 10 inches deep, or perhaps deeper.
"14. S. Cleared off this morning quite pleasant over head. This is
one of the "big snows," and will, I guess, long be remembered by those
whose wood piles are small.
Read the life of John Bunyan. Let all who read these lines, read his
life, and his Pilgrim's Progress also. J.B. was a good, and hence a
great man; and though he was imprisoned twelve years for new opinions
sake done a vast amount of good it is said by writing, and by preaching to those who were disposed to visit him at the prison.
" 15. M. Nearly clear, and quite pleasant over head. The snow melted
fast. Went to Town and bought a few articles.
See "Cost 01' Living,"
Feb. 15. Among other things I bought 6 01' the best steel pens I've
11
seen
a day.
.
I am in.
now many
writing
with one of them. I also saw the "Ente~prise,
a
small news paper, published in Jonesville, N. C. The price of th~
"Enterprise is $1 a year. Each subscriber may get the worth of his
money in some shape or other, but I am rather afraid to subscribe my-
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self. Think I would like to edit a paper myself if I had the "skill
and ability." Dont know if I shan't send out a "Prospectus" one of
these days, and see if I can't get "all the world and the rest of mankind" to subscribe. I once made up a M. S. but never sent it to press.
"16. T. Clear and pleasant over head. Snow melts fast, but there is
lots of it yet. I killed, to-day, the 1st hog I had. The Jews, in
the time of Moses, were forbidden to eat swines flesh, and I don't
know if I sha't deny myself that luxury before a great while. Dent
you think the probability is, that I shall? The last hog dead, and
no likelihood, that I know of, of my getting any more. There are a
great many young hogs in the country, but the people who own them
won't sell at any reasonable price. So I guess I shall be minus a
=, pig f'or many a day to come. Well, one f'Lne thing is, if I can live at
all, I can live without the grunters.

"l?. W. Worked in the shop, making a writing desk of pine.
bly warm day, and a little cloudy.

A toler-

"18. Th. Cloudy, and colder than yesterday. Worked on my desk. The
snow melts, I believe, night and day, but the ground is still covered,
save a few places where the snow has melted or been moved, as en the
south sides of houses, barns, stacks~ etc, etc. Guess its bed time.
"19. F. Cloudy: cold and drizzly. Finished my desk, all to putting
on the lock and painting it. I have a pretty considerable notion of
turning cabinet maker. I fear tho' that trade would not pay as well
as farming. Dr. Ben. Franklin said, "Keep thy shop and thy shop will
keep thee."
The bible says, "He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread."
Now _I believe I had rath~r risk the Bible and the farm; tho' the man
who keeps his shop may live well, but the man that tills the soil will
be certain to have bread to eat.
"20. Sa. Clear, s~~e s few wind clouds that occasionly pass over from
the North West. Cold. Went to Benbow's mill, etc. etc. etc.
If you wish to be healthy, wealthy and wise, go to bed early at night,
- ,~~nd be sure to ri'se early in the morning; and then "make hay while the
sun shines."
"Plow deep while sluggards sleep,
And have corn to sell and keep,n
said
Dr. Franklin. Sone one else has said,
"Improve each shining hour,
And gather wisdom all the day
From every leaf and flower."
As we can't gather honey from the "lilies of the field" we should gather wisdom by closely observing them, for we are informed by ~he Bible
that even Solomon, tho' a great king, was not "arrayed like one of
these.11
" 2_1. S. A pleasant day. Staid at home and read my books the Bible,
Sera pbook, etc.
In the Bible I read the "repetition of sundry laws," etc. Lev. XIX.
In the Scrap Book I read several nice piec~s. Among others a beautiful
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piece of poetry written by the Rev. S. Grayham, during a passage from
N. Y. to Richmond, in Nov. 1826-~three years before I was born. Poems
are not affected by age like men. They are handed down from generation
to generation, while men soon grow old and pass away,
nonward we swiftly glide, and leave
Our home and friends behind.n
Yesterday and last night the air was quite cold, this evening and to
night it is quite warm. The snow is not all gone yet, tho' it is going
fast.
"22d. M. Rained, hailed and snowed, from the North East.
so far, quite a cold February. The snow falls fast, fast.
n 23. T. A little cloudy and very cold.
and Pa & Caleb hauled.

This has been,

Cut firewood in the evening,

"24. W. Cloudy and very cold till evening when the weather moderated
considerably.
Mr. James Armstrong sent a negro man with an order and
$11 for my cow, Rose, and promised to pay the ballance ($2) at court,
next week. I received the order, the money, the promise, and let the
man take the cow. Hope it will all end well as I sold her very cheap.
n 25. Th. A pleasant day. Nearly clear. Went to Town, and had Jinny
shod all around. Went over to Winecauf's in the evening, and bought
of him two small stacks of hay at $1.25 each.
n 26. F. Clear, and a few degrees colder than yesterday. Hauled home
my hay. Rec.ei ved Nos. l & 2 of the first vol. of the "N, C. Planter."
Hav~ not examined it ~uch, but think the "Planter" is a tolerbly good
paper, and well worth the subscription price--$1 a year in advance.
Long live the np1anter."
"27. February draweth to a close. It came in "like a lion,n and seems
to be going out· "like a lamb."
This day was several degrees warmer than yesterday. Hauled one load of
hay for Pa, helped Alex. haul a load of straw from his stack at Pa's
barn to the shuck pen near his stable. Now that I have bought I have
hay plenty but it is so rough my torses will not eat it. I shall have
to swap it to Pa, or buy more.
"2EL S.
Last day of February.
Cloudy. Wind blows from the S. W. at
the rate of, I cant tell how many, miles an hour. I have no barometer
with which to ascertain the weight, or variations of the atmosphere.

I am many pages behind, this month, in my Bible reading.
"Life is
strangely fraught." So many things have we to do on the morrow, which
we are not aware of to-day that what we have marked off to do, or a
portion of it at least, is neglected. But no matter what else is to
be done, ~e should read the Bible daily, and avoid nthe counsel of
the ungodly," "the way of sinners," and "the seat of the scornful,"
for "blessed is the man" whose "delight is in the law of the Lord;
and in his law doth he meditate day and night." Think I will read
my Bible task for next month.
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"1st. M. Cloudy and very cold, strong North wind with an occasional
sprinkle of snow. Went to T. A. N's mill, and had a cold time of it
too. J. D. Johnson paid me $1.J7~ for a book I let him have some
time ago.

"2. T.

Coldest day, I think, we've had this year.
3 loads of wood.

We cut and hauled

"3. W. Windy and very cold--too cold to work out of doors, so I
made fires and sat by them. I was not idle, tho', for I made a bridle
·-. for old Med; read an interesting piece or two in the "Sentinel;" wrote
a few lines, etc. This is court week, and I expected to have gone to
Yadkinville yesterday, but it was too cold. To-day is to cold also,
as it is, I believe, coler than yesterday. March is a spring month,
but we have, at present, winter weather.
" 4. Clear, and considerably warmer than yesterday. Went to court.
Paid my tax, $1.37, for the year 1856. Received the balance of my
school money, $27, for teaching in Dis. No. 30.
"5. F. Clear and cold. I and Caleb cut and hauled wood. Caleb received a No.* riffithe "Age,"--the first one for his subscription year.
It contains a very good essay, on the subject of education, by Invalid.
He, or she--I know not whether Invalid is male or female--says "Our
early impressions are our latest and our strongest ones," and I agree
with him exactly, for impressions that were made on my mind when I
was only five years old have lost none of their strength yet, tho' I
am now in my 29 year. O! that all impressions, and especialy those
made on youthful mind~, were good ones.
"The pebble in the streamlet scant,
Has turned the course of many a river;
The dew-drop on the baby plant,
Has warped the giant oak forever."
"6. Sa.

Cloudy and cold.
split wood and rails, etc.

Helped Pa and Alex. fence the plant bed,

"7. S. The snow fell yesterday evening to the depth of about an inch.
Great rabbit snow, but this is Sunday.
Well, "whatever is is right;" that is, whatever the Lord does is right.
If it snows on Saturday night, it is all right, and we should observe
the Sabbath just as strictly as tho' there was no snow on the ground,
and no rabbit tracks in it.
"8. M. The snow fell yesterday evening and to day to the depth of 5
or 6 inches.
I & M. went to her pa's yesterday evening, and came
home this evening.
It is snowing again to-night. Who ever saw so much
snow in March? Dont think I ever did.

"9. T.
"10.

Clear, cold and windy.

w.

Snow melted but little.

Clear and pleasant over head but very sloppy under foot as
the snow melted fast.

*

(vol. IX, Nb. 26)
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" 11. - Th. Quite a warm day. Packed away my bacon in ashes, went over
to the saw mill and packed up my plank, etc.

"12. F.

"13. Sa.

Clear and warm.

Cut and split firewood.

Clear and warmer, I believe, than yesterday.

Muster day, but
We--I and Caleb-hauled 3 loads of wood in the forenoon, and rested in the evening. Clark
received a few specimen copies of the "Waverly Magazine~" published in
Boston, Mass. by Moses A. Dow, Editor & Proprietor, at $2 a year. The
"Waverly" is a large weekly, being about 10 by 15 inches, 16 pages, and
is a real "store house" of interesting tales, etc. The paper is good,
print fine and tolerbly clear. Dont see how Dow can affoard to publish
it at $2 a year, nor I dont see how any one who has any thing else to do
can affoard to read it.
Who could stand such a weekly, literary gorge for a whole year? Mr. Dow,
"That cant be did in these parts." Your "Maga z Lne 11 is to large, and published to far from home--the south.
I did not go as I fell quite unwell--have a bad cold.

"14. S. A little cloudy, ~nd a smokey, and a little windy. I & Mollie
went on horse back to Mt.' Moriah and-heard Rev. Isaac W. Avent preach.
His text was the 3, 4,& 5 verses of the first chapter of the first Epistle of Peter:--11Blessed be th God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ,11
etc. the sermon was good, of course, but I don't think it contained
any new ideas. His theme was the reserrection of Christ--a subject in
which the whole human family is, or should be much interested.
II

15. M.

Thrashed a few oats.

" 16. T. Warm and wigdy. Went to Eagle Mills to see about getting a
school. Was told to wait till Saturday week and then go down.

"17. W.
evening.

Thrashed oats in ~he morning.

Wind blew very hard in the

" 18. Th. A little cloudy and quite warm. Spent the day trying to
trade my filly to Tom Godfrey, but did not succeed. Poor business.

"19. F.

Planted about a peck of potatoes, on the lower side of the
path, below the spring. Rained in the evening.

Sa. A drizzly, cool day. Worked in the shop in the forenoon,
making me an old fashioned straw cutter, with box and knife; and in the
afternoon I went to Town. Paid off Pa's blacksmith bill--$2, mailed a
letter to sister Mary, etc.
" 20.

"21. S. Cloudy in the morning, but about twelve, or a little before,
the sun sho~n out quite warm. Wind blows moderately.
Read a good piece in the "Waverly Magazine," headed "Annie Bently"
Annie was a poor girl and went to be "parlor maid" for a rich lady.
While she was yet with her mother she was somewhat discontented with
her lot, and, like many others, failed to appreciate the many blessings
a kind providence has bestowed even on the poor of this world, and
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fancied that to be rich was to be happy.
Alas!
of matters and things soon changed, for when she
many trials and difficulties to contend with:that
she came to the conclusion that "Better is a dry
therewith, than an house full of sacrifices with

Poor Annie's notions
saw that the rich have
the poor know not of,
morsel, and quiteness
strife.11

22d. M.
Cloudy, and rained late in the afternoon. Wm Weatherman
split rails (456 I think he said) for Pa. I commenced sowing oats.
11

23. T.
mill.
11

Still cloudy.

I & Pa hauled sawlogs to, and plank from the

"24. W. Cleared off about 12 o'clock to-day.
timber for his shed this evening.

Helped Alex. get the

25. Th. Clear and warm. Helped Alex. frame his shed in the morning,
and went after my corn* in the evening. See ~Cost of living for 1858.11

• 11

"26.

F.

Sowed oats.

-7 . Sa.

Tolerbly clear, and quite warm.
noon, and in the afternoon went out to
trees are blooming.
ff

~

II

28.

s.

Plowed in oats in the forein rodhands. The peach

CLe ar- and a little cooler than yesterday.

Staid at home.

n 29. M.
Went t6 Town in the morning, got Jenny shod before, received
a letter from Rev. B. Clegg, Principal of Olin High School, in Iredell
Co. N. C. In the afternoon I sowed and plowed in oats.

30. T. Nearly frost enough this morning, I think to kill the peaches.
We have had nice weather for a few days, and the peach trees are out in
full bloom. Hope the fruit will not get killed this year. Sowed oats.
11

11 31. W.
Last day of Mar-ch and I am but little over half done sowing
oats. I put my oats in this year with a "Twister," a kind of turning
plow. Cool, cloudy and rained some this afternoon.
I sowed and plowed
in one bushel of oats, and thrashed out 2 or 3 bushels to-day.
This has been a pleasant week so far, ~~rch came in with cold weather-very cold--but wound up pleasantly.

,;, ten bushels

I bought of Jesse Tulburt

9
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"1. Th. A very rainy day, and tolerbly cool. I had
in the
road hands for to-day, but it was to rainy to work. Went out in the
evening and notified them to work the rod on M. the 5 inst.
" 2. F. Another cool, rainy day.
Old Mr. Reinhardt, an. aged Dutchman, says for it to rain on "Good· Friday" is a sure sign of a dry summer.

" 3. Sa.

Hauled over my last stack of fodder. · Cleared off to-day
quite warm.

" 4. S.

Not exactly clear, but quite war-m ,
abundance of fruit ttis year.

Hope we shall have an

"5. M. Worked the road for the first time this year. We got thru
about 12 o'clock. In the afternoon I sowed and plowed in oats. Warm
weather.
"6. T. A blustery day, and not exactly clear. I & M. staid at her
pa's last night, and to-day I went on to court. I paid Jessey Tulburt
$5 for 10 bushels I bought of him a few days ago, and I also paid off
an old acct. made in Oct of 1853, for some books bought of Hauser &
Willson. The account was $3.70, and· tho' I called 2 or 3 times to
settle it, from the fact that it was over looked, it stood open till
to-day.

"7. W. Cloudy and cool. Finished sowing o~ts. Clark plowed them in.
I went to Leonard Messick's and helped dig a grave in the forenoon for
one of Louis Messick's children that died yesterday evening; and in the
afternoon I helped Pa put a new gate at the head of the lane.
"8~

Tb.

Still cloudy and cool.

Plowed for Pa with the big plow.

"9. F. Windy and quite warm. Rained last night a fine shower. Went
to Shilo to meeting, and heard the Elder, Rev. N. F. Reed, preach a
choice sermon. His text was, "Simon son of Jonas, lovest thou me?"
John XXI, 17. Reed is quite a small man, but a great preacher. Don't
know that I ever heard a sermon that I liked better.
Plowed this evening after meeting.
"10. Sa. Warm. Planted our our garden beens.
of the "Planter."

Received the April No.

fl 11.
S. Cloudy and a little windy. Ma, Eliza & Caleb are gone on
horseback to Mt Moriah to meeting.
Pa went yesterday and did not come
back. I intended to have gone yesterday and to day too, but as it is
I stay at home.

"12.

M.

Rained last night, and to-day a great deal.

Mended my shoes.

fl 13. T.
Cloudy and quite cool. I and Caleb cut & hauled some wood and
pine, and I went in the afternoon and helped "Uncle Wattie"--Mollie "s
grand pa--roll a few logs.
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Cloudy and cool.

Worked in the shop on the fan mill.

Worked in the shop.

Pa and Caleb went to mill.

"16. F. Plowed for Pa with the "big plow."
after 12 o'clock.
"17.

Sa.

Rained a nice shower just

Cloudy and rained in the afternoon.

Worked in the shop, etc.

"18. S. A dark drizzly day. Read, in the "Chain of Sacred Wonders,"
the history of the destruction of "Ai," by Joshua and the hosts of
Israel. I also read of the five kingdoms that were destroyed in one
long day. The day was longer than usual because Joshua commanded the
.sun to stand still and it obeyed him. Reader, do you wish to know
anything more about the doings of Joshua? If so, "Read and then you
will know."
Jenny brought her first colt--a horse mule--last night. It is or
would be, about 2 ft. 10 in. high if its fore legs, which bend forward
at the knee joints considerably, were straight.
It is now a dark bay.
"19. M. Cloudy and rained a light shower about 12 o'clock.
Worked in the shop. I have two wheat fans "on hand."
"20.

T.

Cloudy, windy and rained some to-day too.

Worked in the shop.

"21. W. Clear and warm. Took some bacon (35 lbs.) to Eagle Mills and
bartered it for molasses, getting 12i cents per lb. and giving 50 cents
a gal. for molasses.
"22.

Th.

" 23. F.

Feel very unwell, tho' I worked some in the shop.
Cool and rained a shower this .afternoon.

Lay by to-day.

"24. Sa. Cool and windy. There was some frost this morning but I
don't th ink there was enough to do much damage. Hope not. Lay be to.:..
day also. Think I feel some better tho' than I did yesterday.
"25.

S.

Cool, somewhat cloudy and quite windy.

Staid at home.

"26. M. Rained and snowed. Dent know that I ever saw as cold a day
this late in April. The snow fell as fast as tho' it had been the dead
of winter, but the ground not being as clod it (the snow) melted about
as fast as it fell. Some of our garden beens got frost bit Saturday
morning. Dant think the fruit is killed yet, but fear it will be.
"27.

T.

Cool, cool.

"28.

W.

A big frost.

Peaches killed.

"29. Th. A little warmer.
the shop on my fan mills.

Pa commenced planting corn.

I worked in

11
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"JO. F. A warm day. Went over to Wm Pardue's neighborhood to see
about getting a school, but did not succeed. -How will that man escape
Divine vengence who refuses to send his children to school, to take a
family newspaper, or give any thing for the support of the gospel, and
then spend JO, 40 & even 50 dollars a year for coffee and tobacco?
Does such a man deny "the flesh?" Is he being faithful over a few things?
and laying up for himself treasure in heaven? Verily, he is wasting his
Lord's goods, He is faring to sumptuously every day, and it may be that
he will be called on, at no very distant day, to remember that he had
his good things in this world.

12
May
"1.

Diary
Sa.

Sheared our sheep.

"2. S. A warm day. Went to Thomas Pardue's to meeting. Pa preached
a temperance sermon. His text was, "For if ye do these things ye shall
never fall." II Peter, I, 10. It rained tremendious this evening.
The fields are washed in gullies, the fences, where they cross the
branches, are washed down. The milk is spoiled, the butter damaged,
and the wash board is clean gone. It also hailed considerbly.

" 3. M. Cool and drizzly. Helped Pa haul rails and lay them on the
pasture fence, haul a load of wood, etc.

"4. T. Cool and rainy.
and rained.
"5. W.

Cleared off warm.

Stabled the sheep.

It rained, and rained,

Worked in the shop.

"6. Th. Cool and cloudy. Went to Town and bought 2 lbs nails, one
bottle of ink, one box of tacks and received 2 No's of the N. C. Planter--April and ~~y. Worked in the shop this afternoon. Nearly cold
enough, I th ink, to frost. The May No. of the "Planter" is out in a new
and beautiful dress. It is well worth $1 a year, and should be read by
farmers generaly. Every person in N; C. that cu Lt Lvat.es , or tries to
cultivate the soil--even a garden--should subscribe for the "Planter."
Subscribe, every "body l
" 7. F. Clear and cool. Went to Col. M. Willburn ' s and paid him $3,
the interest on my note up to the Jd inst. Came back by Clarks and he
handed over $2 that Mr. James Armstrong had left with him for me.
" 8._ Sa. Nearly clear, and tolerbly warm. Went to Shilo to meeting,
and heard the Rev. Isaac W. Avent preach a very good sermon. His text
was, "And as Moses lifted Up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish but have eternal life." John III, 14 & 15.

"9. S.

Staid at home all day.

"10. M. Rained late yesterday evening, and is still raining this morning. Did not rain long. I went over to E. A. Windsor's in the evening
to trade him my filly, Pres, for one of his mules, but we did not trade.
"11. T~ Rained again last night. Helped pull cockle out of Alex. 's
wheat in the forenoon, and in the afternoon I hauled some plank from
the sawmill, worked in the shop, etc.
"12.

W.

"13.

Th.

Went to Nicholson's mill.
Worked in the shop.

n 14.
Worked in the shop in the forenoon, and in the afternoon I helped
Pa plant his sweetpotatoes. We have had cool weather this week--almost
cold enough, I think, for frost. It is, perhaps, best for the wheat;
but the corn and oats are not doing much.
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" 15. Sa.

1858.
Hauled a load of plank and a load of wood.

" 16. s.
morning.

I & Mollie went to her pa's yesterday evening, & came home this

" 17.

Worked in the shop.

M.

"18. T. Swaped my filly, pres, to E. A. Windsor for a young mule, giving $4.50 to boot. Rained a shower this evening.
"19.
IT

W.

20. Th.

Cool and rainy.
Clear and cool for May.

Plowed and hoed our pot a toes.

"21. F. Clear and cool. Sprouted oats.
on wheat, some of which is now in bloom.

Think this is fine weather

22. Sa. I & Mollie went up to Clark's yesterday evening, staid all
night and came home this morning bringing a load of corn from Henry
Tulburt. (I bought the corn of Jessy Tulburt.) This was a cool morning
for May. I saw a li t tLe .frost on the hay in Clark's stack yard.

· IT

s.

Cloudy, windy and cool.

IT

24; M.

Warm and a little hazy.

IT

25. T.

Helped haul the rails and fence in the cow lot, etc.

"23.

Finished sprouting my oats.

"26. W. The pine worms came this spring in greater abundance I think
than they did last spring. ~ome of the pines are entirely striped of
their leaves, and there are but few that have not been attacted. The
worms, when grown, are aboµt one inch long, and about 1/16 of an inch
in diameter; of a greenish color, and look clear and oily. I dont think
they pester anything but the pines. They come in early, and leave
about the middle or last of Y~y. The chickens eat them with great
relish.
"27.

Th.

Went to Town and got Henny shod before.

28. F. A little cloudy. Went to Eagle Mills and took our wool to
get it carded.
Bought a bunch & ! of cotton yarn, and a pair of shoes
for myself. See "Cost of living" for May, 1858. Uncle Jo. & Aunt Polly
Hauser came up to see us this evening.
IT

"29. Sa. Cloudy, cool & drizzly. We, Uncle Jo. Aunt Polly, Eliza,
Caleb &. myself, all went to the mountains to get May cherries; and we
got them too.

"JO.

S. Still cloudy and cool. Several of us went to Mt. Moriah to
meeting. There was two sermons preached.
The Rev. B. Clegg preached
first. His text was rrv\lilt thou be made whole? n John V, 6. Rev. W. 1.
Van Eaton.preached in the afternoon. His text was, "Wisdom is better
than weapons of war; but one sinner destroyeth much good.n Eccl. IX, 18.

14
May

·Diary

1858.

" 31. M. Still cloudy and damp.
Uncle Jo. & Aunt Polly left for home
this morning.
It cleared off to-day about noon, and the evening was
very warm. I helped Pa roll some logs off his tobacco patch. If men
will and women will chew tobacco, I think they should raise it for
themselves, but I think they could spend their time and strength in a
better way. It takes a great deal of close attention and hard labor
to raise tobacco, and after it is made it proves a curse instead of a
blessing to the human family.
It has no doubt been the ruin of many
a poor soul.
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"1.

T.

"2. W.

1858.

Warm, and a little cloudy.
Quite warm.

"3. Th. Warm and cloudy. Rained a little shower in the afternoon. I
went to "Trumpet Branch Foundry," and got a set of fan mill irons, for_
which I paid $1.25.
I caught a tick behind Jodie's ear this morning, and to-night his ear
and the side of his head is swelled very much. I never saw such a
swelling from a tick bite before. I put sweet oil, salt & tobacco
juice on it this morning. There is now, a poltice made of the roots
of wild indego, on it. Hope the swelling is stoped.
" 4. F. · i.r\Je-nt to Casey's shop in the evening and got some irons for my
fan mill. Received the June No. of the "N. C. P." It came in a nice
blue dress, and well filled.
A nice shower of rain fell this evening. Jodie's ear is considerably
better.
·

" 5. Sa.
plants.

Rained'a fine shower last night.
I worked on my fan-mill.

Pa set out his tobacco

" 6. S. Cloudy and rained a little. Staid at home and read, among other
things, two of Wesley's sermons.
One on family religion, from the text,
"As for me and my house we will serve the Lord," and the other-on redeeming time, from the text "Redeeming the time. 11
Wesley, I th ink, gerie-ra Ly preached short sermons, but they very plain
and very good. What he sa'Ld was to the point.
11
7. M. Cloudy in the forepart of the day, and quite warm. Worked on
my wheat fan again to-day.
It is rather small, but think it will blow
out the chaff tolerbly well.

11

8. T.

"9.

Quite warm this morning.

Why did'nt you write more Mollie?

Went to Eagle mills and our wool rolls.

11
10. Th. Went to D. Johnson's saw mill and got a load of lumber to
make wheat fan frames.

"11. F. Alex. Caleb and I went to the cherry orchard and got lots of
cherries. There are fore kinds--Read harts, Blackhearts, honey & May
cherries--all of which are very good.
11
12. Sa. Rained last night, and this morning too. Went to Shilo to
I'.ear the Rev. Avent preach, and was not disappointed.
His text was,
"B'Le as ed is the man that endure th temtat ion; 11 etc. James I, 12.
Avent
is somewhat tedious; but he is, I think, a very good preacher. He came
home with us for dinner, and staid all night.
Had another nice shower
this evening.

" 13. S. Warm, and not quite clear. All gone to Mit Moriah to meeting
but Mollie, myself and Jodie. There are more flies, it seems to me,
this summer than usual. They torment me no little by craulling over
and biting my hands and face.
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Were there any flies when the Lord look down from heaven upon all that
He had made-and pronounced it good? If so they surely nave degenerated
very much since that day.· Of course they are not now what they were in
the garden of Eden, if they, too, suffered by the fall of man.
"14. M. Worked in the shop. Clark came down and cut wheat--about forty
doz. I think. Feel quite unwell in the afternoon.

"15. T.

Sick.

Cold chills run over me, and I have some fever.

"16. W. Feel better to-day. Just before going to bed last night I
bathed my feet in warm water, drank some composition, and after I got
. in bed Mollie placed a warm brick to my feet and soon the sweat began to
-~pour out at a great many if not at every pore. Sweated out the fever.
"17.
n

Th.

18. F.

Dont feel so well to-day.
Not well yet.

"19. Sa. Went to the sawmill and got a load of plank.
noon I & Mollie went to her pa's & I went to Town.

In the after-

"20. S. I & M came home in the forenoon, and in the evening we went to
Shilo ·to prayer meeting.
n 21. M.
A warm day.
my mule for $52.50

,,

Went down to Rev. T. A. Nicholson's and sold him

"22. T. 2J. W. 24. Th. 25. F. 26. Sa. 27. S. Bound wheat every day this
week except Monday. We have had a little shower of rain every day, I believe, this week. We had a charming rain yesterday evening. The weather
was very warm last week. $ome of our wheat is badly injured by the rust.
This, Sunday 27, is a clear, still, warm morning.
"28. M. 29. T. JO. W. Very warm weather. Jodie was two years old the
29. He is not as large as some children at his age, but he is a pert
little fellow; cant be still many minutes when he is awake.
On the 30 we worked the road. Had only six hands but we worked thro'.
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"1. Th. ~ent to Town in the forenoon, and in the afternoon I helped
Frank Madison pull flax. Had quite a nice shower.
"2.

F.

Warm weather.

"J. Sa. The hotest day, I think, that we have had this season. Went
to the exhibition, near "South Troy," on Hunting Creek, in Iredell. It
was mostly an exhibition of nonsense, very wicked and very disgusting.
I had other business else I should not have been there at all. I left
before the close, resolved to attend no more such shows. Had quite a
fine rain in the afternoon.
"4. S. Pa preached a temperance sermon at Jo. Johnson's. The congre•- gation was small. I & M. went to her pa's after meeting. We had a
fine rain this evening.
I & M. stoped in at Jo. Johnson's as we came
on home to get out of the rain.
It rained till near dark, and we had
to come home in the dark.
"5. M.

Plant~d some potatoes,

cut and hauled a load of wood, etc.

"6. T. Made a gallon of blackberry wine. I measured one gallon of
berries, poured them into a large crock and mashed them with my hands.
I then added half a gallon of boiling water, and let it stand 24 hours.
I then- strained the
juice, and added two pounds of brown shugar.
,,
"?. W. hauled over my wheat, and packed it away in the stable loft.
Received the July No. of the "North Carolina Planter.n

"8. Th. A cool rainy day.
also cool days.

The 6 & ?, yesterday and day before were

" 9. - F. A warm day. __I worked for Pa to-day--plowed in the forenoon,
and helped him put up hay in the evening. This was the preacher's day
at Aylesbury & Shilo, but he did not go, I'm told, to either place.
"10. Sa. I & Alex. cut, bound and put up 1Q shocks of my oats to-day.
Oats generaly are but little account this year, and mine in particular
are hardly worth saving.
Oats have the rust this year, a thing that
old men say they never heard of before.
Caleb went to mill, .and there heard that James Patterson, an aged minister in the Methodist connection, was buried yesterday at Snow Creek.
"11.

s~

Cloudy in the morning and rained a nice shower.

"12.

M.

A rainy day.

"13.

T.

Warm, and not exactly clear yet.

" 14. W.

Worked in tte shop.

Clear and not very warm.

Finished cutting our oats.

Last night there fell a heavy rain.

" 15. 'I'h , 16. F. 17. Sa. On W. the 14 we~:' commenced mowing Vvm Pardue' s
meadow, and finished it on the 15 about 12 o'clock.
':' Pa, Alex., Caleb & myself
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On the 16 we stacked it, and I & Alex. mowed in Pa's meadow about~
day.
" 18. S. Quite a warm day. Went to Shilo to prayer meeting.

the

" 19. Went to Samuel Haze's and to James Cashe's, and made an engagement to teach the School in District No. 2, Iredell Co. N. C. Rained
a little early this morning.
" 20. T.

Warm and showery.

"21. W. 22d Th. 23. F. 24th Sa. 25. S. 26. M. 27.T 28. W. 29. Th. 30. F.
To-day, Friday 30, I & Mollie went over to A.H.
Thomasson. We had a
long hot ride over some rough road. Thomasson lives in, I think, about
the roughest part of Iredell Co. He paid $800. for 90 acres of hilly
land, part of which is thickly covered with stones. We found them all
hearty,·arid:in-godd
s~irits.
"31. Sa. Feel quite unwell. I went over to Statesville to be examined.
The committee met in the afternoon and examined about 10 or 12 of us two
or three hours. I think all got certifficates.
I got No 1 all round.
One chap got a certif., a No 1 he said, that could not spell wagon! He
said there were two ges in the word,--thus waggon. I spelt it wagon.
He contended strongly for the gg, and refered me to Webster!
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"1. S. Clear and hot. We came on our way home through Olin, and
by. S. Hicks' where we staid till after dinner. We got to Pa's about
sundown. Found brothers W. W., W. C. & Sister Mary & Mr. Williams, &
W. C.s wife all there. Well we did.
"2d. M. Came down and commenced school.
to Tommy Holcombs and staid all night.

"J.

F.

"4. W.

Had 26 Scholars to-day.

Had
move down.

JO chaps to-day.

Dismissed till Monday, and went home to

Hot and dry. Dug our potatoes.
Bell's wagon bed to move in.

"7. Sa.

Went over

Staid at John Barnard's to-night.

" 5. Th.

" 6. F.

Had 23 scholars.

Went over and borrowed l\1r.

Hauled down a load of our "dry goods.

If

Caleb hauled us down and took the horses and wagon back.

8 • s. Clear, hot and dusty.
corn 1s failing 'Very fast.
TT

We have had no rain for some time.

The

Saturday 14. I've been quite unwell all the.week, but did not stop
school. Had from 20 to JO Scholars--enough for so small a house.
TT 15.
S. Rained a light shower or two last week, but not enough to do
the corn much good. Staid at home all day.
TT 20.
Friday night. ~think my School has averaged bout 30 scholars
every day this week. Think I am getting on tolerbly well with my school,
on good terms. Some of the scholars study very well, while others are
exceedingly careless.
I like to teach school if I could only have things
to my notion. Have a good house well furnished, and books of the right
kind, and enough of them. This has been a warm, dry week. The corn is
drying up. Don't think there will be much upland corn mad in this country.

" 21st Sa. Went up to Pa's. Started early and got there just at seven
o!clock. Clouded up from the north this evening, but no rain. I think
it rained the fourth Sat. or Sunday in Aug. for three or four years past,
but dent think it will rain to-day, (Sunday)
Pa's cows, two of them, and a yearling have the "black tongue. '1
He washes their mouths with pepper, and salt, and---I dont know what else.
The cows seem to be very sore and refuse to eat. Their noses get dry and
hard, tongues crack open, etc.
Pa came on his way to Clarksbury, as I came on home, and carried my
apples, flour, etc. for me.
"22d
creek.

s.

"23d M.
to-day.

Clear and hot, though there is a pleasant wind blowing up the
Clear and a little cool.

r

There were forty scholars at School
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W.

Cool and dry, dry,dry.
Clear, and a few degrees warmer, I think, than yesterday was.

"26. Th. Had a row in the school house this evening. F. M. Barnard
had accused Bob Parks & Pete Faulcomb of taking his watermellons, and
when I rang the bell for book, after dinner, Parks came in the house
and gave Barnard a tremendious cursing.
I sent off for the committee,
and told Parks to-hush or leave the house. Four of them, Barnard,
Faulcomb, Press Parks & Bob, then left the house & settled the matter
between themselves. The Com. came over, but did not expell bob as he
agreed to do better in the future.
The Parkses are trying to break down the School.
I see that plainly.
Bob Parks, this day, put a blot upon his already bad character that
will not be removed soon.
"27. F. Worked the road. I & M went up to Pa's last night. Soon
after we commenced the road it commenced raining, and rained a nice
shower. We finished the road about sun set.
"28. Sa. Rained another nice shower early this morning.
noon Caleb brought us home in the wagon.
.

In the after-

'

"29. $. Clear and pleasant. Think the rain is over with for a while.
Mollie l:as gone off to Mr. Coxes, and left me to mind Jody and the beans.
Jody is out and gone, and the beans--let me see if they are not dry.
Not quite, but as "an ounce of preventive is better than a pound of cure"
I'll throw in another dipper of water.
"Single or double,
_
This life is full of trouble."
And now the fire has burned down, and the beans--I don't know whether
they are done or not.
" 30. M. Clear and pleasant.
School not so full. Fodder time is at
hand, but the fodder is quite indifferant--hardly worth gathering.
I
dent know that the fodder, any year, will pay for the time required to
save it in, and the damage done to the corn by gathering the fodder.
Corn would no doubt be heavier if the fodder was left on the stalk, for
soon after it is taken off the stalk, corn and all, dries up, and frequently the corn is swiveled.
"31. T. Pleasant, but not exactly clear. Alex. worked Jenny down to
Alfred Johnson's yesterday, and about$ o'clock last night Alfred came
over after me to go and see her die--said she had the colic, or the bots
one. I left Alfred here with Mollie and went over, and when I got there
Jenny was lying stretched out in the yard like she might be at least
half dead, though they said she was a good deal better than she had been.
I got her up and "dutched" her, and in a few minutes she went to eating
grass, and seemed to be about well.
This is the first hard spell she has ever had, to my knowledge, and I
hope it will be the last one, for there never was a better nag, of her
size, to work, I don't think.
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"1. W. On Tuesday-night the 13 of July there fell a good rain. Since
that time I dent think we have had enough, to wet the ground an inch
deep, at any one time. Hence the ve g.et a bles have failed. It is raining some to-night, and I think the prospect good for plenty of rain
soon. It is to late to do the corn much good, but the beans, sweetpotatoes and cabbages would grow some yet, and the fodder would not dry
up so fast.
·
"2. Th. Clear and pleasant. Dismissed school till the 16 inst. I
dent like this stopping school to gather fodder. The fodder ought to
be saved to be sure, but then there are small children enough, in almost every District, that can't go so well in the dead of winter, to
make a full school during fodder time. The weather is pleasant now,
and now is the time for them to go to School, but because the "big boys
and galls" have to stop to save the fodder, the school must stop too.
It seems that the people think the Common Schools are intended for the
special benefit of the large scholars, and that the little ones have but
a very small claim, if any at all, on them.
Now the Bible says, "With all thy getting get understanding." Then I
contend that the schools ought not to be stoped for fodder, but that
while the fodder is being saved by the large scholars, they (the schools}
should be kept in opporation for the special benefit of those that are
too small to do execution in the fodder field.
11 3. F.
Quite a,warm day. Went over to Eagle Mills, in the evening,
and bought me a new slate, price .25. Rained a light shower.
11 4.
Sa. A few degrees cooler than yesterday. Rained another little
shower. Andrew Baggarley came to Mr. Coxe's this evening, and, with a
little instrument, showed us something of the power of velosity and
circle.

"5. Walked over to Mt. Moriah to meeting. Rev. T. A. Nicholson preached Newton Barron's wife's funeral. His text was, "Who is on the Lord's
side?" This question was put to the Israelites by Moses when he came
down from the mount, and found that they had been worshiping an idol.
Moses had been on the mount so long that the people, it seems, had dispaired of his return, so they ordered Aaron to make them Gods to go before them. And now what was Aaron to do. Who should he obey. God or
the people? He doubtless knew that the Lord had said, "Ye shall serve
the Lord your God," but perhaps the people, as they were "set on mischief," threatened Aaron with death if he did not comply with their
wishes. Being thus situated he determined to obey the people, so he
told them to "Break off the ear-rings-which were in the ears of their
wives, their sons and their daughters, and take them to him. Here was
a very favorable opportunity to rid the people of their jewelry, and
Aaron imbrased it. Now did Aaron commit a sin by making that golden
calf, or not? This is a question which I dont believe I am able to answer, even to my own satisfaction.
I am of the opinion however that it
was not, becaus~ we have no account, that I recollect, of his being directly and persona ly punished for it; and because the people had as well
worship the gold in one shape, perhaps, as in another; and by making
the calf of their ear~rings he caused them to get rid of their gold.
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"6. M.

Caleb came after us and we went up to Pa's.

" 7. T.

Sick.

" 8. W.

Feel some better.

TT

9. Th.

Kept my bed a good part of the day.
Went over to Mr. Bells in the afternoon.

We came back to Pa's.

"10. F. Mollie came down home after her Sunday clothes, and I cut
tops for Pa.
"11. Sa. Cloudy, and rained a light shower.
., Jenny shod all round.

Went to Town and got

"12. S. A two-horse load of us came to Mt. M:oriah to meeting.
our preache~ Isaac W. Avent preach two very good sermons.

Heard

"13. M. Went back to meeting, and heard the Elder N. F. Reed preach
a choice sermon.

" 14.

T.

Went to the shoe shop, etc.

". 15.

w.

Carne by meeting, and then on home.

"
"

16.

"

18. Sa.

Th.

17. F.

Recommenced

The meeting broke to-day.

school with, I th ink, 12 scholars.

Cool & windy.

Quite cool.
Some warmer, I think.

"19. S. Clear, and sool in the morning. I have not seen any frost yet,
but have heard of it. The, latter part of the summer, and the fall so far
has been very dry, and a killing frost this early in the season would be
a death blow. It is a wonder that the earth is not cursed on acc~unt of
the wickedness of the people, and it may be that "the end of all flesh
is come before the Lord," and that these dry arid dusty times are the beginning of sorrows.
Rev. N. F. Reed's text last Monday was, "Turn ye, turn ye from your evil
ways; for why will ye die, 0 house of Israel?" Ezeckiel XXXIII, and
part of the 11 verse. He asserted that lost souls were the authors of
their own destruction, and told the sinners of that congregation that if
they were lost, and that they would be there was no doubt unless they
repented, they would be the authors of their. own damnation. He then
proved to the satisfaction, I think, of all present that his assertions
were true. He said that there were but three influences that acted on
man; viz. The influence of God, of the devil, and of his fellow.
He then proved that God did not damn the sinner; and to do this he quoted the first part of the verse containing his text, TTAs I live, saith the
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked. TT
Re n~xt proved that the devil did n0t•damn.the
~inn~rs, but if they were
not damned they would not be under any obligations to the devil for
their escape. He next proved that man could not, and did not damn his
fellow, and to do this he quoted the 28 verse of the X chapter of Matthew.
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"Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul."
Man is not able to damn his fellow, but it is hard to tell how much of
the damnation of the drunkard should be set to the account of the grog
seller. 0 ye fathers and mothers who neglect to train up your children
in the way they should go, if they are lost it will be hard to tell how
much of their damnation should be set to your acct. Man is a free agent.
He can choose life or death. If he chooses life God will help him to
work out his soul's salvation.
If he chooses death the deyil will help
him to work out his damnation.
No man would say he chooses death. But
actions speak louder than words. By neglecting the "great salvation,"
by refusing to be saved on the terms of the Gospel, they choose death,
and go down the sides of the pit. "Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways;
for why will ye die, 0" sinner?
In the evening, about sun set, we
·went down the creek, and found a small quanity of choice muscadines, a
few rods below the foard. The vine comes up near the edge of the water,
and runs up an old mapole among the branches of which it bears its fruit.
"20.

M.

Clear and warm.

"21. T. A little hazy, and quite warm. We went again this evening and
got more muscadines. They are very deliscious about this time.
"22. W. Warm and smokey. We went again this evening to the muscadine
tree, but did not get much fruit, as it was not there to get.
"Sound sleep," says Dr. N., "is the sign as well as condition of health."
Then I must be quite healthy to-night, for I can scarcely read a page or
write a line without going off into a sound nap. Wish I was not such a
dull, sleepy-headed ~nimal.

"23. Tt. Clear and quite cool. Think there will be frost in the morning.
I think it generaly rains every year about the time the sun crosses the Equator, but it seems we are not to have any this year. If it
dent rain soon there will be squally times among these hills in less
than twelve months. If the righteous are not forsaken it may be that
his seed will have to beg bread. Well, the "Great Teacher" knows wnat
is best for us and if He has seen fit, in his wisdom and goodness, to
give us a lesson in the shape of a famine, we must take it. This is not
the abiding home of man, and the sooner his probation ends the better,
if he is prepared for a higher and a nobler state of existance.
I am
rather of the opinion that this earth never was intended to be man's
eternal home, and that h~ would have ben removed from it in some way or
other, even if Adam had not sinned. This earth is, and ever has been,
according to Geology, changing. Hence it is not a fit place for animals
whose natures are not adapted to it. Hundreds of years ago there were
races of animals which are now extinct. When the productions of the
earth, the climate, etc. were adapted to their natures they lived, but
when these changed they died, and now they can nowhere be found. So it
will be, I suppose, in a few hundred years to come with many races that
now exist. As man was the last animal created, I guess he will be one
of the last found on the earth.
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"24. F. It was not as cool this morning as I expected it would be.
I
did not see any frost. It has been a little cloudy to-day, and I saw a
circle around the sun, (as the phrase is, but the circle was, of course,
along way this side of the sun.) which is·· said to be a sure sign of rain.
There are but two places which will eventually contain "Adam's race," and
yet it takes hard strugling to get to either place. Life is a war-fare.
Every indivual, as soon as they cross the line of accountability, are
soldiers in one of two great armies.
If you make up your mind to "dwell in the tents of wickedness" that you
may "enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season," the devil will enlist you
and send you forth in battle array. Then O, what a strugle you will
have. What an up-hill business it will be for you to fight against the
author of your being.
How your conscience will sting you, and how awful you will fell when,
in the dead hours of night, you think of death, the cold grave, and the
eternity beyond. As you travel on in the way of sin and death, you will
be met, at every turn and corner of your life, with the offer of salvation. Jesus who has blead and died that you might live will offer you
salvation, freely, "without money, ahd without price." Will you be able
to refuse it? It will be a tender time, and unless you "harden your
heart, and stiffin your neck" you will be overcome--you will be constrained to "ground your puny arms of rebellion, and fight against your God no
more." When you view Jesus in all his loveliness, and think what he has
done for you, and hear him s_ay "Behold I stand at the door and knock,"
will not the door of your he~rt fly wide open to receive Him?. I tell
you it will unless you strain every nerve to keep it shut.
And.when you hear His ministers reasoning of "righteousness, temperance,
and judgement to come~" 0 how you will be made to tremble, and when the
question is put "believeth' thou the prophets?" you will perhaps be compelled to acknowledge that you are almost persuaded to be a Christian,
that you are almost overcome; but with a mighty effort you rouse up and
say, as did Felix of old, "Go thy way for this time."

"25. Sa. Warm and cloudy, and in the evening it commenced raining sure
enough. Perhaps a circle round the sun is a sure sign of rain sure
enough.
"·26. S. A cool, rainy day. We went to Harmony Hill to the campmeeting,
expecting to come home at night, and staid two days and a half! It happened thus:--Uncle Sac Albea let us have his horse and buggy, and when
we would begin to talk about starting home, he would rather insist on our
staying, and so we did not get home till Tuesday evening. This was a
tolerbly good campmeeting, and had it not tave been so smokey I think it
would have been one of 'em. Now, as to the smoke, I had just about as
soon be burning off new ground. There were 35 or 40 tents, and, I recon,
as many camp fires. I think people ought to do their cooking at home,
and eat "cold vittles" during campmeeting.
It cleared off Monday morning without raining much at last.
"29.

W.

Clear and pleasant.

School quite small.

" JO. Th. Clear and quite warm. Ma came to see us to-day for the first
time since we moved here. Mollie bought a brown worstered dress pattern
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for herself, for 25 cents a yard. 9 yds 25 a yd.- $2.25. Jane & Cash
came to see us to-night. Fashions a-re ever changing. - Hoops have of
late taken the place of petticoats, I look upon Hoop Skirts as being
a great modern invention--a great improvement on petticoats. Women
now can assume the shape of a hay stack without putting on twelve or
fifteen under dresses;--enough to load an
"animal of burden,"
much less a little, slender woman. Verily the "good time is coming."
Women are unloading themselves, and we now have some reason to hope
that they will yet be "help meets" for man, as they were origionaly
intended.
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" 1st F. Warm, and cloudy part of the day, and rained a few drops in
the evening. Pa started over to Milton Campbell's after $27 of my
school money. Mr. Williams came up this evening after his watch, and
staid all night with us.
"2. Sa. Clear and warm. Mr. Williams left early for home. I went up
to Nicholsons's mill, had half a bushel of wheat ground, and carried the
flour* home on my shoulder. Bought 10 lbs of tallow at 12~ cents a
pound.

"J. S. Clear, except a little smoke or fog, and quite warm.
Staid at home all day and read & wrote. Jodie is quite unwell. He wants
a yink (a drink) as he calls it, about every five or ten minutes. Hope
he'll be well soon.
0 that it would rain and cool the air, settle the dust and soften the
ground so that people could plow.
"0 may it all my powers engage," not to "lay up treasure upon earth
where mott and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and
steal." But "To do my Master's will!" and thereby "lay up treasures
in heaven," that·my heart may be there also. 0 God grant that I may
so liv~ this life that when it comes to a close I may leave the world
without regret, and go to that blessed world where the eary are forever
at rest.
" 4. M. Clear and very warm for October. Pa came by, on his way home
with $28 of my wages,--one dollar more than I ordered as Campbell could
not -make the change. I saw the comet this evening about dark for the
first time. It has been seen, I learn, these several.days.

"5. T. A little cloudy, ~nd warm as August. Bought David's Elementary
Algebra yesterday for 75 cents, and commenced studying it last night.
Took another lesson to-night.
I think I've made a pretty good start.
"6. W. Rained two or three light showers. The prospect seemed to me
to be good for an abundance of rain, but it did not last long. When was
tr.ere ever' such a time. A few of the farmers are sowing wheat, but unless it rains soon they had better let it stay in the granary.
The comet seems to be traveling south. It was plainly to be seen tonight, (7) as the sky was quite clear. It has an enormous tail, bending
to the north.
We went to Mr. W. Calvert's to-night meeting. Rev. Wm Carter preached
a choice sermon, about an hour and a half long, from, 11I tell you, Nay:
but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." Luke XIII, 3 & 5
too. He told us that it is customary, and ever has· been in all ages of
the world, for mankind to look upon the afflictions and misfortunes of
others as being judgements for some wickedness or other.
He instanced Job, the!!Galileans whose blood Pilate mingled with their
sacrifices," and "those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell,"
and told us that it was wrong to look upon the unfortunates and afflicted as sinners above ~~l~others.
After he dismessed this part of the subject he told us what repentance is,
and then urged the necessity of it. Repentance, he said, is said by some
to be, "going out of one state of mind into another,~ exactly opp6~i~e:"
And it is said by some to be "self knowledge.''
I think these deff1n1t1ons
. are both very good ones. ·
.:~ about 20 lbs.
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" 7. Th. Warm, cloudy part of the day, rained a little, and then cleared off. What I wrote about the comet, on the 68 page (10/6), was intended for to-night.
"8.
F. Clear, windy and cool. The comet appears to be higher in the
elements, and further south every night. Where it came from and where
it's going is more than I can tell.

9. Sa. Quite a considerable frost this morning. The day clear and
pleasant. Bought a bureau of Johnathan Cash, price ~9.50. I gave him
my note five months after date. So now we have a ffchest of drawers."
n

ff 10. S. Another frost this morning, and now, about one o'clock in
~the evening, it is clouding up appearantly for rain.
ff 11. M. The rainiest day we've had in a great while, and tolerbly cool.
Sold Jenny to John G. Johnson for $70, due 12 months after date.
ff 12. T.

A cool drizzly day.

" 13. W. Cleared of nice and warm. Saw the comet again t.o=n i ght ,
I first saw it it was rather north of west, now it is south west.

When

ff 14. Th. Heard the cannon over at Statesville, a distance of about
20 miles. The cars rolled up to that place, rrm told, to-day, and a
large crowd gathered in to see the sight, hear the music, help eat the
dinner, ride the Rail Road, etc.

"15. F.

School small!

"16. Sa. Went up to Pat s early this morning. Got old Med and the
wagon and took all my __ wheat (6 bushels) to Nicholson's Mill and had it
ground up. I got home with the flour a little before sunset. I unloaded, took the mare and wagon home and staid all night at Pa's.
Mollie and Jodie staid at home by themselves!!
"17. S. We have had clear, warm weather now for a few days.
We went to Mt. Moriah to meeting. Rev. T. A. Nicholson preached, but
I did not get to hear the sermon, as Jodie was unwell, and I had to be
out with him.

"·18. M. Warm and not exactly clear all day. The winged ants came out
this evening, which is said to be a sign of rain. Hope it will come
soon.
ff 19. T. Warm and a little cloudy. Bought us two new ctairs for .50
each. I think I am getting on very well with my school.
I've not heard
any complaint yet.
"20. W. Cloudy part of the day, ~nd rained a few drops. Still quite
warm. Clark gave us a call to-day; the first since we moved to Troy.
I and Clark settled our accts, and I sold him my hand saw for $1.75 cts.
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"21.

Th.

"22.

F.

1858.

Rained a light shower last night.
Pleasant weather.

Had 20 scholars to-day.

School small.

"23. S. I went up to John G. Johnson's early this morning and we finished our trade. So Jenny is sold. I hated to part with so good a nag,
but I do not have much use for a horse, and times are heard. I went
over to Pa's and took dinner and then struck out for home.
"24. s. I went
& Jodie staid at
There has been a
There is meeting
"25.

M.

"26.

T. 27. W.

to Mount Moriah to meeting. Mollie being unwell she
home.
considerable revival going on at r.·~t. M. for some "wee ks ,
t~ere every Saturday night, Sunday, and Sunday night.

Cloudy and cool.
Still cloudy and cool.

" 28. Th. Cool and rainy. I've not seen as rainy a day lately.
oeople can plow after this.

Think

"29.· F. Rained a great deal last night. Guess the ground is wetter
now than it has been since about the middle of June. The creek is tolerbly flush, but fordable. Jodie is two years and four months old today. He is tolerbly well grown,--has black eyes, light curly hair,
pearly teeth and rosey cheeks. He improves very fast in talking, and is
a great papa boy.
"30. Sa. Warm and foggy.
trirnings-----

Bought a waistcoat

(black) for $1, and the

n 31. S.
Clear and warm. The Rev. Mr. Holler, a Baptist minister, baptised 2 women, in the creek·just above the ford, this morning.
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1. M. Warm and a little cloudy. Nov. comes in like a lamb; then
according to an old saying it will go out like a lion. School small!
small! What do the people mean? Every man "that layeth up treasure
for himself, and is not rich toward God," is§.. fool, according to Scripture. Then what a world of fools this is!
"2.

T.

A rainy day.

"J. W. Clear and pleasant. A great time for the young wheat. Mollie
is going ahead with her Grammar; she can fraise such sentences as, "John
ran through the house into the garden," very well.
"4. Th.

Tolerbly cool this morning.

"5. F. Cool, cloudy, and rained some in the forenoon.
Borrowed "Watson's History of the U.S.," of Mr. Cox. Think it is a
very good History.
" 6. Sa.
Pleasant weather.
I & Mr. Jn. Cox started to Mr. Reason
Ca she.' s to grind, our axes. I expected to cross the creek at the head
of the pond, but the boat being on the other side we could not cross
without wading, so we came back home through to woods and killed three
squirrels.
Shadrack and his lady came to see us this evening for the
first time since they were married.

?. S.

A cold frosty morning. Our visitors staid till late this
afternoon, and then left for home.
tt

"8. M.

Quite frosty.

"9. T. A tolerbly cool day. Clark & his wife, mother-in-law and
step-daughter, all came to "our house" this evening.
"10. W. This coldest morning we've had this fall, I think. Bought 3
bushels of dried apples of Clark. Two bushels pealed at $1. per bu.
and one bushel unpealed for .50 cents. Mr. Samuel Hays brought us
S?me beef to-day. Good neighbors are good to have.
"11.

Th.

Nothing new.

"12. F. Somewhat cloudy and quite cool. Caleb came down after us
late this evening and we went home with him. Sister Martha is quite
ill. She has something the consumption.
She coughs a great deal. She
is staying at Pa's.
" 13. Sa. Very· rainy in the fore-part of the day. Cleared off in the
afternoon, and the wind blew strong and cold.
I went to Town and bonght a time piece for $5. I also received the Oct.
& Nov. Nos. of the Planter, and two little books "The Little Ones Ladder,
and "Wouldst Know Thyself," from the publisher, George F. Cooledge, 329
Pearl Street New York. Think they are valuable books.

1'
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n 14.
A pleasant day. -we came on our way home by Mt. Moriah and heard
Rev. Isaac W. Avent preach his last sermon for this year at that place.
He gave us a very good talk on the subject of the "Lord's Supper,"
a.ft er which he administered t he: "Sacrament." I communed for the .first
time in a good while as I do not believe that alcohol should be used in
the Sacrament. The wine to-day was homemade--the pure juice of tbe grape
I guess.
" 15. M. Cloudy, and almost cold enough I think to snow.
scholars to-day. I generaly have about 20.
" 16.

T.

Had 24 or 25

Clear and cold. It snowed a small sprinkle last night.
wind blew very cold to-day.

The

"17. W. A very cold, frosty morning. A mountain boomer drove his
team into the pond just above the Bridge at Eagle Mills! He was in the
wagon, and when he saw that his team was getting into "deep water" he
made for land and left the horses to do their own driving. They swam
across with the running gear, but the bed floated off, and lodged on
the dam below. This teamster must have been drunk, or a fool, or perhaps poth. The water in the pond is said to be 10 or 15 feet deep;
and he foard it with a loaded wagon! It is well for him that the "fool
killer" was not in Town.
"18. Th. Mostly clear, and tolerbly pleasant after the morning. Mollie~
ma & pa came to see us last evening, and staid till after dinner to-day.

"19. Clear and cold.
"20. Sa. Cold. In the a£ternoon it snowed, hailed and rained. A bad
time to be without wood. Made us a bed of straw and 16 lbs. of cotton.
"21. S. Cloudy but not so cold as yesterday. There was a considerable
sleet last night, but it is melting off fast this morning.
" 22. M.
A very rainy day, and tolerbly cool. Had 16 scholars.
Read
to-night the history of the colonization of Pennsylvania. William Penn
was not doubt a good man. He treated the red men as brethre, and thus
secured their favor; while some of the otter early settlers treated
them as wild beasts of the forest, and suffered dearly for it. "Honesty
is," and ever has been, "the best policy." If man would have friends
he must show himself friendly. William Penn by a kind, honest and
friendly disposition made friends of the savage Indians.

"23. T.

Wm White

Clear and cool.

& Sally Nicholson I'm told were married to-day.

"24. W.

Windy, cold and not exactly clear. Cold, dark clouds passing
over from the northwest. Guess we'll have cold weather now for a few
days.
"25.

Th.

School

small--only 15.
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"26. F. Clear and not very cold. Caleb brought a load of beef (2!
quarters) to market this evening, but could sell no more than on quarter, (75 lbs) and that I bought. 75 x 3 = $2.25. Guess we've got beef
enough to last us "a few days," if not longer.
"27. Sa. Cloudy and tolerbly cool. Got wood for Sunday; went to Eagle
Mills twice, as usual on Saturday; put away the cabbages, (a few that
Caleb brought us) etc, etc.
"28. S. Cool, cloudy, and rains a light shower every hour or so. We
stay at home on Sunday and read our good books--the Bible--Chain of
Sacred Wonders--Prince of the house of David--etc, etc.
"29. M. Cloudy in the forenoon, but clear and pleasant in the evening •
. Dant feel very well.
"JO. T. Cloudy in the morning, nearly clear in the afternoon, and
cooler than yesterday. Feel better to-day. I took four of "Wright's
pills" last night. I dont believe in taking much medicene, but a few
pills now and then may ward off a spell of fever, or headache, or some
other ache no less disagreeable.
"A stitch in time saves nine."
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"1st W. Cold. School small. A little cloudy--fixing to snow perhaps. Came by the store this evening and bought me an 'every day'
hat for $1.25; one & a half yds •. calico {14 cts a yd.= 21) to make
Jody an apron.
" 2. Th. As rainy a day as we commonly see, and tolerbly cool.
20 scholars.

"J. F.

Had

Cleared off warm--too warm, I think, to stay so many days.

"4. Sa. Cool and cloudy. Went over to Eagle Mills, and bought a side
of upper leather for $2. ten lbs, padding .OJ= .JO, and a whetstone
(an oil stone) weighing one pound & five ounces for .20.
Leather
2.00
padding
.JO
whetstone
.20
$2.50
.40
$2.90
Mr. S. Hays hauled us two loads of wood (two horse loads) for .20 a load.
"5.

S.

Still cloudy and tolerbly cool.

Staid at home.

"6. M~ A very rainy-day, but not as cool, I think, as yesterday was.
Had about my usual No. of scholars.
"7. T. Still cloudy and warm, but did not rain much, tho' it drizzled
all day. Had 14 scholars.
I get us these mornings half past three
o'clock.
I think to go to bed at 9 and get up at 4 would be about
right. I retire sometimes as early as half past eight, but generally
about nine o'clock. Make a good, and proper use of your time, reader,
if you wish to be "healthy, wealthy and wise."
"8. W. Another very rainy" day. Rain! Rain!
Guess Noah saw more than has fallen this week.

Whoever saw so much rain?

"9. Th. Clear and cold. School out. Taught four months, at eighteen
dollars per month. $18 x 4 = $72.00. What I shall do next I hardly
know. I must get another school if I can.
"·10. F. The colest coldest day, I think, we've had this season. Went
over to Eagle Mills, and bought Mollie a pair India Rubber over shoes;
price $1.
"11. Sa. A very cold, frosty morning. Clark staid with us last night.
Turned warmer in the af't er-noon & clouded up. What next, rain or snow?
"12. S. Warm, cloudy and rained a light sprinkle early this morning.
Looks now (10 minutes past 9) like it might clear off warm.
We went up to Mr. Bell's this evening and staid there till Thursday.
It r-a I n again the first of this week and the creeks got up. We (Mollie,
her Ma and myself) went to Hamptonville on Wednesday 15th. Mollie
bought her a gingham dress, 25 cts a yd. a pair of scissors 25 cts. and
I bought the History of Greece, 1.00
Amount 25 x 8 = 2.00 + 1.00 + .25 = J.25.
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We started over to Pa's this (Wed.) evening but the creek was not foardable.
On Thursday 16 we went over to Pa's and staid there and at Alex. till
New Year. The week before Christmas was rainy. I made Mollie a pair
of shoes, as the pair I had made at Johnson's shop was to small. Christmas pa~sed_off-rather
dull, I spose on account of rain and mud. Christmas day tho' was a nice, ~leasant day. The next day, S., it rained.
"27. M. Clear and warm. Set out in search of a school. Came by home
and put on my Sunday, went over and got Hays & Cash to sign my Draft &
Reoort as I had an idea of going to N. Campbell's before I return. I
· .staid at Alford Johnsons on Monday night, and on Tuesday morning, bright
and tolerbly early, I set out for John Gaither's.
I was told, by one
that did not know, or wished to deceive, that No. 9 wanted a school, but
when I got to Gaither's I found it was a mistake.
I staid at Gaither's
till after dinner, a good one it was too, and then I was off for Cranbary Albea's near Olin. I got there about feeding time, put up and
staid all night. Next morning I went out to see Committee of the Olin
District, but did not bargain with them. One of them, Mr. Alford Sharp,
promised to write to me soon. Whether he will or will not I am not able
to say.
This, Wed. 29th,'was a cloudy, damp day. I went on over to Campbells,
got my money ($44.) and came back to A.H. Ttomasson's two miles this
side, and staid all night. Thursday morning I set out for home. I
was to have been at Pa's, where I left Mollie and Jodie, on Wednesday,
but not being able to find a single man at home with whom I had business,
I got belated. Think it rained all night Wed. night. It rained a good
deal on Thursday. Dant think I ever saw a muddier time. I got home in
the evening about 3 I-thin~.
"Jl.

A very rainy day.

I was sick.

And this day closes the year 1858.

,,

ERRATA
02-16-1858 line 2

"1st" should be "last"

03-14-1858 line 4

"th" should be "the"

05-22-1858 line 3

"Tulburt" should be "Tulburt~"

09-19-1858 line 9
"Ezeckiel" should be "Ezekiel"
page 3, line 3 "account" should be "accout"
10-03-H~58 line 7 '. "treasure" should be "treasures"
line 12 "eary " should be· "weary"
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1st. Sa. Rained a light shower in the morning, and then appeared in the north west, a beautiful rainbow. Brother Wiley brought us
home in his buggy, went over to the Mills & bought some yarn & cloth
and went back to Pa's.
We let Pa's about 2 o'clock this afternoon, so I guess it was after
night when brother W. got ~ack there.
" 2.

s.

breast.

Feel quite unwell. Have a cold, and soreness in my right
Staid at home all day.

"J.M.
Clear and cold. Snowed some last night I think. Went over to
:. Eagle Mills and closed my store acct. with a note. For amount see
'Store Bill' or Note. Bought goods to the amount of .75 cents.

"4. T.

Clear, windy and cold. Feel better to-day tho' my breast is
quite sore yet. Went to Eagle Mills to-day too and bought 2 lbs. white
sugar, 15 cts per lb., and 1 lb. of butter .10 cts. 15 x 2 = 30 + 10 =
.40 cts to-day. Mollie is sick, and I have supper to get, the dishes
to wash~ etc. It is well enough for a man to know how to cook, wash
dishes, etc. Had I have been ignorant of these things, I would have
been likely to have gone to bed to-night minus my supper.
"Knowledge
is power." Anotfjer sprinkle of snow fell last night.

"5. W. Clear and cold--very frosty but the morning seems to bespeak a
oleasant day. Molie is better but not well. My breast is very sore.
"6. Th. Cold and cloudy. Think it will snow this time surely.
Went out this morning to see how many scholars I cold get for a school
in this District. Wm J. Colvert signed two--all I got. Mr. Samuel
Hays hauled us anothe~ load of wood this evening.
" 7. F. Warm and rainy. My cold is not much, if any better, and the
soreness in my right breast· hold on.
"8.

Sa.

Clear, windy and very cold.

Sent on for the "Age."

"9. S. Cold, Looked early this morning like it might snow soon, but
the sun is shining now (half past eleven). The wind does not blow as
hard as it did yesterday, but I guess its very cold out of doors.
Jodie had the croop last night, but I think he is better now as we
have been doctoring of him the best we knew and could. Like most children of his age, he does not like to take medicine.
M.
Clear and very cold. I went up aft er Pa and some medicine
11 10.
for Jodie,
Pa came and gave him a few doses of "Jayne's Expectorant"
and it seemed to help him wonderfully.
Alex. & Caleb came down and
got a load of cotton seed for the cows.
" 11. T. A little cloudy and very cold. Jodie is very horse yet.
Pa staid with us last night.
I went to Eagle Mills and bought a few
articles for wbict see "Cost of living 1859.n
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" 12.

w.

ing was.

1859

Nearly clear, and several degrees warmer than yesterday mornJodie, I fear, is not much if any better.

" 13. Th. Warm and cloudy. Jodie don't seem much better.
hauled us two loads of wood at 25 cents a load.

J.Vir. Hays

"14. F. Warm and rainy. Rained a great deal last night. Jodie seems
better this morning. I took him up and washed him in tepid water. He
kicked and tried to scream, but he is so horse he could not do much at
it, and I washed. He ate a few mouth fulls of breakfast, and is now,
i past 9, driving nails in a stick of wood. He delights in a hammer
and nails. Hope he'll soon be as well as ever.
"15. Sa. Cleared off last night quite warm for January, but the wind
blows pretty strong this evening, and I think every blast is a little
cooler than the preceeding one. Paid ~ir. Jo. Cox $1.25 for ten lbs. of
tallow I bought of him some time in the summer. The tallow was here in
store house, and belonged to John Gray, but Mr. C. said he had leave to
sell it, so I bought it of him as above stated. Bought at Eagle Mills
one bushel of corn for which l paid fifty five cents.
Last Saturday we'sent on for the 'Age', and to-day received the paper,
No. 20, Vol. X. The Age is a good journal, the best for the price,
extant. Mollie's Aunt Mary Chapel came to see us this evening for the
first time. She lives in Ashe County and does not often visit over this
way. She is a very talkative, and 1 recon, industrious woman. She had
a 9retty little blue-eyed girl with her.
"16. S. Clear and p~easant.
Our visitors~ have just l~ft, Jodie is
a sleep, and l have a chance to write a line or two, but as lam at a
loss to know what to write about 1'11 lay down my pen and get my book.
"17. M. Cloudy, but not very cold. Went up to Nicholson's Mill and
had my wheat, 5 bushels, ground. l brought a small sack of the flour
home on my shoulder.
18. T.
Clear and tolerbly pleasant after the morning. Made another
11
effort to get a school in this Dis. but failed. There is no chance for
a·school here unless one would teach for nothing and board himself.
ln the .afternoon 1 went over to Alford Johnson's and traded him the
"Prince of the House of David,11 "Confessions of an Attorney" and vol.
one of t lie "N. C. Planter, for 8 lbs. tobacco.
.
The books cost me about $~.17. Think I can sell the tobacco for $J.JO.
I and Mollie both read last night by moon light. Dent think I ever saw
lighter nights than the two last. The moon shone very bright indeed.

'' 19. W. ·Clear

and very cold in the forepart of the day.

"20. Th.· vlarm and cloudy.
Went u~ to see the Dobbins land, Dent blame fV'ir. D. for wanting to sell
it, for it is hard to have tp pay tax on such a mixture of flint rocks
and thin soil. It wont pay.
"21.

F. ·Warm and rainy.

Rained very hard in the afternoon.

=Nr-s . Bell,· Mrs. Chapel and Catherine
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" 22. Sa. Clear and cool. Received another No. of the 11Age, 11 and
I was a~xiously looking for a letter or two, but none came. I wrote to
brother W. C. two weeks ago--time enough, I think, for me to have received an answer to-day, but none came. The wherefores I know not.
· " 23. S. Clear and. very cold--the coldest day, I think, that we have
had this year. There is but very little, if any thawing on south sides
where the rays of the sun have a fair sweep. They seem to lose nearly,
or quite all their heat, before they reach this ice bound globe of ours,
and fall coldly and almost powerless. Think the earth will remain bound
with fetters of ice to-day; and to-night they will be more firmly welded. 110ld Winter11 has been in our neighborhood for some time, and a few
·.weeks ago he gave our sabulous mother, the earth, a pretty tight squeeze.
That, however, didn't satisfy him, so last evening (Saturday evening)
he oaid the old lady another visit--one she won't forget soon--for he
threw his icy arms around her and---. About this timi I went to bed,
but when I got us this morning the old coon was still holding on.
Guess the old fell_ow is in possession of no small shear of the "bone
and sinew of a man, fl or something equally as tenacious, for his hugs
sometimes last a month or two.
fl
24. M. Clear and cold, tho' a few·degrees warmer,· I think, ~han yesterday. Borrowed Mr. Z. Albee's gary horse, Bill, and went to Nicholson's.Mill after'a sack of our flour.· I went us last Monday and had
the wheat ground.

25. T. Cold and cloudy.
out of wood.
11

Looks like it might snow, and we are about

fl
26. W. Rained some last evening, and is still cloudy to-day. The
weather is very c hangea b Le , The old man Dinglar lay in Albea rs still
house Monday night, and about day Tuesday morning he came out to Mr.
,. · Wallace's and went to bed. · In the afternoon he had a fit of some kind
and run Mr.·w;'s folks all off, (Mr.· W~llace not being at home) threw
some of the bed clothes out in the yard, broke all the glass in the shed
window, etc. etc.· He then started for Troy, without his shoes, coat or
hat, aiming to put up at Mr. Coxe's. There were four men here from
Alexander Co. with cotton, and wten they heard of the extra's Dinglar
was cutting up at Wallace's two of them started up there and they met
him about half way minus his shoes, coat and hat, with a stone in his
band. He told the men, so they said, that his clothes were oack there
at that (Mr. W's) house, and that he swore he would kill that bitch with
the stone. The men told him to throw down the stone, which he did, and
to go back with them and get his things. The men then brought him on
to Troy, but Mr. Cox not being at home, Mrs. Cox would not take him in
knowing of his capers at· Wallace's, so we took him in Gray's store house
and seated him before the fire. Soon he began to call for water, and I
took a cup and brought him about a quart, nearly all of which he drank
at two draughts~
He soon after became speechless, and died about 9 that
(Tuesday) night. "As the bruit dieth, so died hen--only worse. He was
one of king Alcolhol's subjects, who had served him ~ong and well, and
while approaching bis end no efforts were made, that I know of to prolong his life. All seemed willing for him to depart, as it was thought
he never would be any better.
His body rests in a drunkard's grave, but his soul---where is it?
"Fr-om his life no hope can we borrow."
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Warm and very rainy.
Still warm and rainy. Rained a great deal last night.
up, but not past foarding yet.
A nice,

pleasant day.

Pleasant t.o-iday too.

The

I'm not well.
Staid at home.

Last day of January. Still unwell. Helped r. i:ollie quilt.
January goes out calmly and pleasantly.
Don't know that I ever saw a warmer winter than this has been so far.
We have had a few cold days, but no snow, and hail, and sleet of consequence. We have had a great deal of rain, and mud, and foggy, unwholesome weather. but for all this we have been greatly blessed with
health.
I've set in this year to get out of debt, and if we live and have
health and strength enough to "push along, and keep moving," I think
I'll come it. I do not intend to buy anythink on time this year, unless its a bit of land, if I can help it. I must stop going in if I
would get out.
"Better go to bed supperless," said Franklin, I think, "than get up in
debt .-11 Its bad to get up in debt, but I guess it would be well enough,
generaly, to go to bed supperless, or nearly so. We should eat to
live, and not live to eat. 0 that I could govern myself in this matter
of eating.

5
February.

Diary.

1859

"1. F.
better.

Tolerbly cool, and a little cloudy.

"2. W.

Cool and very rainy.

Not well yet, tho' I'm

Can make out to stir, and that is about

all.

"3. Th.

Cloudy and cool. Went over to the store to-day and bought
some oills, peas, butter, etc. See "Cost of Living."

"4. F.

Cloudy and cool.

Sam Hays hauled us

4 loads of wood.

"5. Sa.
>and

Clear part of the day, and cold. Received 2 Nos. of the "Age,"
a catalogue of the publications of H. Dayton, New York.

"6. S. The clouds look like all things were about ready for a snow
stbrm. Will it come'? We've not had any snow, except a light sprinkle
or two, this winter, and I guess the majority of our people will be
glad if the winter passes of without snow, for corn is very scarce generally. But notwithstanding the scarcity of breadstuff many are boiling up 4 and 5 bushels of corn a day, converting the 11stafr of life"
into a stuff the vilest of the vile, and dealing it out to their neighbors. Such men are a curse to the land they live in. Instead of feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked, some of them will take the last
peck of corn from a family of starving children, and give their drunken father in exchange a quart of nasty liquor. Remember, 0 man! tha~
for all this God will bring thee into judgement •.

"7. M. A clear, nice day, and only tolerbly cool after the morning,
which was very cold.
We are all nearly 'on the lift' with bad colds. Dant know that I ever
r.eard so much complaint about colds, "in all my born days," as I've
reard this winter. Dant think there can be a man, woman or child, in
all the land that has not had a spell. Paid Sam Hays $2 for 8 loads
of wood. When we burn it up we must leave this Town, if we dont get
work here. Gray charges us 50 cents a month house rent, and it take
4 loads of wood, $1 worth, a month; so our house rent & wood amounts
to $1.50 a month. Cant stand that and nothing to do. No Sir.
"8th F. Cold and rainy.
Mollie keeps her bed most of the time to-day; so I.had to kill, clean
and cook the cticken for dinner.
I had dinner to get out and
out, so
1'
it was· not ready till about 2 o'clock! Well, "the fact is, it was
about 12, or later, before I set in, so I think I did--hard to beat-to get up a dinner of stewed chicken, corn bread, peas, butter, fruit,
etc. etc. all in two hours.
Wr.o among you regular, do nothing else cooks, can beat that?

"9. W. Cool and very rainy. ~ollie not able to cook yet. I got the
peas done to-day about, or a little after one o'clock!
I'd make a
great cook if I had enough of two things:--viz. practice and something
to cook.· Mr. John Gray, an old, grayheaded man, says he thinks that
a certain amount of rain falls every year, and if it falls in the
winter the summer will be dry, and if it fall9 in the summer the
winter will be dry. So I guess he looks for another dry summer.

o
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"10. Th. Nearly clear and pleasant. Went over to Alfred Johnson's
in the afternoon and got 4 lbs, 11 plugs of tobacco.
I got Alfred to
subscribe for the "N. C. Planter" this year, and sent on the dollar
for him, and he paid me in tobacco at 25 cents a pound. If I can sell
the 11 plugs at 15 cents a plug I'll make about 60 cents.
Caleb came down to-night to get money to buy medicine for sister Martha.
I fear that hir disease has got to firm a hold for medicine to do hir
much good, but it may be that she will get well yet if she can get medicine enough of the right sort. And what sort would that be? "Jayne's
Expectorant" is the kind she uses.
"11.

F.

Cloudy and cool.

"12. Sa. Rainy in the forenoon. Mr. Dobbins came up and we went and
look at a seventy one acre tract of land which he has about 3 miles west
of this place. I like the place tolerbly well, and a Mr. D. offers it
cheap, $2~ per acre, I think now that I shall trade for it next week.
Most of the land is worth $5 per acre and I think that in a few years
·it will sell for that, if not more.
13. S. Clear. The sun shines warm, but the wind blows cool. Mollie
is quite unwell yet. I had the 11Sunday bread," four nice, large biscuits to bake last night. I did a nice job of it too,--hard to beat.
11

" 14 :Vi.
to Pa's.
e,

Went borrowed a horse and buggy of Mr • Z. Albea and went up
Sister Ma r-t ha is very low. Dont· think she can get well.

"15. T. I & Pa came over to look at the land I am on a trade for.
Tten on to Albea's to take the horse and buggy home. We staid there
till after dinner while it rained a shower. After dinner, and after
the rain we started for home on foot. We came by Troy, Eagle Mills,
and then went on to Lee Shoemakers, as Pa wants a wagon of Lees make.
We got home a bout dar-k ,
TT

16. W.

Went over to Mr. Bell's.

Cloudy and damp.

17. Th. Cool, cloudy and damp. In the evening I went to Milus
Dobbins' to finish our land trade.
11

n 18. F.
We traded but did not bind the bargain. Dobbins said he
would meet me at Eagle Mills Sat. or Tuesday and make me a deed. I
landed back at Pa's about 12 o'clock.

"19. Sa. Cool, cloudy and ~y_ damp.
Eagle Mills but Dobbins did not come.

Came home and went over to

n 20. S.
Staid at home last night by' my self. 'vi/arm and cloudy.
back up to Pa's. Cleared off in the afternoon quite cool.

Went

TT 21. M.
Clear, cold and windy. Caleb brought us home this evening in
the wagon, and loaded back witt cotton seed. He took about 15 or 16
bushels.

n

22. T.

Mr. Dobbins did not come to-day either.

This is a nice day.

'l
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" 23. W.
Cloudy and sprinkled rain a little .. Mr. Dobbins came up today, and we finished our land trade.
I have the notes tho' yet to get
Mr. Bell to sign them as additional security. The deed we left with
A. F. Gaither of Eagle Mills. When I get Mr. Bell's name on the notes
I am to leave them with Gaither, for Dobbins, and get my deed.
"24. Th.
A nice, pleasant day. Went up to our intened home to see if
those old women, Ann Sudivan & Till Cass, had left. Old Mr. Wm Coffin
went over with me. I do not like to go among such stock so I got Mr.
C. to go along as a kind of "bodyguard." The ladies, if ladies they
be, are in our house yet, tho' they were all from home to-day but two
of the children, a little boy and a little girl.
I told them to tell
. their mother to look out for other lodgins. I then went over to Pa's.
~Sister Martha is very low. I got home about, or a little after, sun
set •
25. F. Cloudy and very rainy in the forenoon.
every week.

. 11

Rain,

more or less

"26. Sa. Cleared off to-day. I went up and got Ily Campbell to go
and help me daub our house. The women are still there.
Received the
'Age' and two Nos. of the 'Advocate,' both choice papers and only cost
~2. 50.
n 27 •· -S.
Cool a'nd cloudy. Read my papers, went out and sat ahile with
old Mr. Gray who bas just moved to this Town. Mr , G. is a fine old man
in his way, but I fear he does much harm with his 'good Brandy' which
he keeps on the sideboard all the time, to keep up his own spirits,
and treat his friends with. He has frequently invited me to drink, but
I have as often refused.
I don't drink spirits.

"28. M. Went up to-Pa's to see sister Martha.
Found her very low.
She says she cant live. She requested me to pray for her, and said it
would not be long till we would meet where there would be no need of
prayer.
"0 may we meet in·heaven."
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Clear and warm.

Moved to our new home.

"2. W. Went over to Pa's and found .Martha just alive--unable to
speak above a low whisper. I asked her how she was, and she said, 11I
am here yet." I got old Med and the wagon and came back after Mollie
& Jodie. We went over and staid all night.

"3. Th. Sister Martha is no more. She breathed her last about five
o'clock this morning. Martha lived a Christian and died happy. Just
before she left the world she talked about 'Jesus.' She said, "He is
close by." 0 that my last end may be happy too.
This was a very cold, rainy day. I came by home to see if things were
all right here. Did not find anything amiss. Went on to Eagle Mills,
got the burying clothes, then on by Tommy Nicholson's, up to Pa's.
Dont think we have had a colder rain this winter.
"4. F. Clear and windy, but not very cold. Sister M. was buried
about 2 o'clock this afternoon. We mourned, but not as those who have
no hope, for we believe that Martha Is now in heaven, and we hope to
meet her ttere ip that good world where
"Sickness, sorrow, pain and death
Are felt and feared no more.11
"5. Sa. Clear and warm. Got wood, etc, for Sunday in the forenoon,
and in the evening'! went to the Eagle Mills after our papers, the
'Age' and 'Advocate,' two choice journals.
I received also six specimen Nos. of the 'Weekly Day Book,' a democratic paper published in
New York by fVanEvrie--, Ho!'.ton & Olney.'
IT

6. S.

Staid at home and read.

11 7. M.
A very rainy day.
we've had in many aday.

Warm with some appearance of rain.

The heaviest shower fell about night that

"S. T. Commenced fixing up my fences.
Windy, but tolerbly warm.
n·

9. W.

Clear and wa rm ,

I've a lot of that work to do.

Finced.

IT 10.
Th. Warm with signs for rain again. Sowed my clover seeds, some
cabbage seeds, finced some, etc. Eliza & Caleb staid with us last
night.
I think that the farm suits me better than school teaching, and
if I were able to pay my debts I dont think I'de teach any more soon.

" 11. F. Warm, cloudy and quite rainy in the afternoon. Made fence.
Ily Camobell finished the thousand rails he has been getting for me.
He boards himself, and I gave him $5 a thousand to cut & split.
" 12. Sa. Clear and warm. N;ade fence, etc. The buds are swelling
smartly. If the weather continues warm I ttink the peach trees will
be in full bloom by next Saturday. Did not go to the office to-day,
so I tave no late news.
"13. S. A nice day. Ma & Caleb came to see us, staid till after supper, then we went home with them and staid till Monday evening.
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TT 14. M.
Another very rainy day.
Came home late this afternoon.
came with us bringing the wagon and team to haul rails for me.

15. T.

TT

Clear & windy.

Caleb

Hauled rails.

16. W.
Clear, or nearly so, and warm. Hauled rails, planted some
potatoes in the garden, etc. Caleb went home.

TT

TT 17. Th.
Fenced till the rain stoped me. It rains, and rains, and
rains. But "It's all for the best. 11 He who sendeth his rain on the
just and on the unjust knoweth when and in what measure to send it.
TT 18. F.
Made fence in the forenoon. In the afternoon there was a
storm of wind and rain. A hard time on the old trees. Two were blown
down in sight of our cabin.

19. Sa.

Cold and very windy.
got wood, pine etc. for Sunday.
TT

20.
yet.
after
David
11

Begins to resemble ~~rch.
Did not go to the office.

~~de fence,

S. Nearly clear, and quite cold. The peaches are not all killed
Hope we'll have fruit this yea~. ~ent to the office this evening
our oa pe r s , --a thing I dont often do on Sunday.
L. Bell & Mary Jacks were married this evening at five.

21. M. r,farm and a little cloudy.
fence, etc.
TT

Cut timber, split rails, made

22d T.
ing-about

Warm & cloudy.
five o'clock.

11 23. W.
Fenced.

Clear, save a fe~ scattering, white clouds, and quite warm.

11

Made fence.

Eada

real rain storm this even-

TT 24. Th.
Warm and cloudy. Went over to Pa's, got some apple grafts,
etc. Had another heavy rain about 3 this evening.
It rains & rains.

25. F. Clear and a little windy, but not cold. Grafted a few apple
cibns, viz. Never Fails, Li~ber Twigs, Cain, Winter Reds, {a choice
aople) Yellow Cheese, Queens, Summer Greens. Hope my grafts will live
and thrive.
l

•

26. Sa. Clear & a little cool. Went over to Pa's and drove Lill, our
cow, home. Sbe is very lean. In the afternoon l went after the news.
Received two Nos. of the 'Age,' one of the 'Advocate,'
one of the 'American Stock Journal,' published in N. Y., and a letter from Sister Mary,
containing a book mark, representing "the Bible and the cross."
l'll
keeo it to r-emembe r Mary, my sister.
" 27. s. Cool, cloudy & rainy.
Yesterday
I looked up at the 'face or
the sky," and t'riought it indicated dry weather, but I rind that 1 was
mistaken. The weatter, by me at least, can not be roretold.
So little
danger did I think there was of its raining to-day that I left my maul
and wedges out yesterday; so to-day they are in the rain.
Bad economy.
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We should keep the 'ash hopper covered,' the mauls in the dry, and always ~ry ~o be prepared for the worst. It don't rain much to-day after
all. ·The peach trees are sheding their blooms which has been out in
full for a week or more. The woods is getting green.
Wheat looks well.
The oats are being sowed. Those put in the first of this month are up
nicely. Mr. Allen Coffen sows my oat ground this year. I had no seed,
and did not choose to give the selling price, 50 cts per bushel,
so I
rented to Mr-, C.
"28.

M.

Cut and split a few rails,

"29.

T.

Rained heavily last night.

made fence, etc.
Eliza came over to see us to-day.

" 30. W.
Clear and warm. Went over to see Pa's cripple leg. He got
it badly hurt at Louis Messick's log rooling and has been unable to
walk for a day or two. It is better to-day, and when I got there Pa
had walked out to the barn.
"31. Th.
Clear, but not quite so warm.
It has frosted now the last
two mornings, but the peach I think are still alive. l do hope we'll
have fruit this year.
We finished planteing our potatoes.
I dug trenches with the mattock &
Mollie carried r-o t t en straw. We droped the po ta toe in the trench, covered it with the rotten straw and then covered that with dirt, leaving
the surface about as level as it was before the diging.
Aoril. 1. F. Warm and a little cloudy. Got Jes. Tetroe's cart and
team (a yoke of large, red oxen) and hauled rails half the day. In the
afternoon, tho' I felt quite unwell, I put up a few of the rails. I
now-have a good fenc~_around most of my farm.
"2. Sa. The rain continues. This has been another very rainy day.
Mr. Allen Coffen finished sowing oats on my farm yesterday.
IT 3. S.

Rained last night.

"4. M.

Cool and windy.

Cleared off, this morning, warm.

Went in the afternoon to E.

Johnson's

log

rolling.

~ 5. T. & 6. W. Cold weather.
Peaches killed.
Think the apples, most
of them, are alive yet. Went over to Pa's. They are planting corn
this week. T~ink the ground is rather cold yet.
IT?. Th. Clear and warm. Went to meeting,
N. Anderson, did not come.
11

8. F.

"9. Sa.

but the preacher,

Rev.

C.

Warm and windy.

A little cool. Wind from the north east.
Left home early
(before breakfast) and went over to Pa's.
Found them, (all but Pa who
was not at home--gone to John Nicholson's after sweet potatoes for
seed) all on foot. Tteir heiffer, Rose, died last night.
A considerable loss. From Pa's I went on to Hamptonville.
I stoped at Mr. Bells
as I went on and got him to sign my land notes.
Sold my mule colt, Jim,
to A. C. Cowles for $45. Was that enough.
He was folded the 18th of
April 1858, and has had but a poor chance for a living.
Paid my black-

11
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smith bill $2.05; paid my tax $1.56. Came back to Mr. Bell's, ate
dinner, and then struck out for home via Eagle Mills. Received 4
papers two Ages & 2 Advocates. Got home a little before sun set.
"10. S. Staid at home. John G. Johnson, Jes. Tetroe & his wife came
to see us this evening.
I do not approve of Sunday visiting just merely to chat and pass off the time. Much better stay at home and read
the Bible, with other good books and papers, and endeavor to grow in
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Master.
"11. M. A warm day with some appearance of rain. Went to Nicholson's
Mill in the afternoon and brought home on my shoulder, 23 pounds of
flour. "The borrowerer is a slave to the lender," says the good book,
so it is better I think to carry flour from the mill on one's 'bone
cart' than it is to borrow, or do without.
In the after I cut sprouts where I hope one of these days before a
great while to plant corn. Corn is now very scarce--hard to get at $1
per bushel. Flour is selling at three cents. Hard times, about now.
"12.
Warm. A heavy rain passed a little south of us this evening.
Sprouted, planted our garden beens, some onion buttons, etc. Mollie
took off a hen this morning with 11 chickens, the first she has had
hatched
this year.
.
,
"lJ.
Warm weather. Went to J. S. Hane's near Hamptonville, to see if
he would not take up the note I hold against him but he did not do it.
Said he would meet me at Nicholson's Mill tomorrow morning and let me
have some wheat. I came home by Pa's. They are planting corn.
"14. Th. Went to mill and waited, and waited
think he was not coming, but at last he came.
wheat? How much can I have? The amount of the
agreed to take wheat for it at $1 per bushel.
only, this time. I'm to have more, said Hanes,
"15.

F.

Grubed, sprouted,

for Hanes till I began to
And now what about the
note is $10.73, and I
Well, I got two bushels
if he can spare it.

etc.

"16. Sa. Went to Eagle Mills in the afternoon and bought one half gal.
jug; one half gal. molasses, and three fish, mackeral.
I gave 10 cts
for the jug, 25 for the 'lasses' & 25 for the fish.
"17. s. Cloudy and cool. Rained last night and early this morning.
Snowed a little too. Mr.&, Mrs. Bell are here to-day. This is their
first visit since we moved.
"18. M.
Cold and windy. Went over to Pa's after bet to plow.
Weather moderated a little in the evening, and we commenced planting
corn. I lay off & cover, and Mollie drops the corn.
"19. T. Planted corn. Mollie now has 25 young chicks.
Lill had a
calf yesterday evening.
This is her second one, a nice little heifer,
with white face, white back and red sides.

12
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11 20. W.
Warm and cloudy. Went to mill, finisbed planting corn, except wbat I shall plant with the hoe, etc. Found a hen's nest with one
egg in it!
11 21.
Th. Warm, and a little cloudy. Took Bet, Pa's young mare, home.
Pa and Caleb went after their new wagon, and I came home and went to
work at my other gate.
11 22.
"Good Friday." Rained a light sprinkle. Then according to old
Mr. Reinhardt's saying, the coming summer is to be a dry one. But I
hope, as it only rained a little to-day, next summer will only be a
little dry. 0 that this may be a good crop year. Finished my gate, etc.

"23. Sa. Windy and cold. I see men out to-day wraped in their over
coats, blanket, etc, as tho' it was the dead of winter. We have some
fears lest the fruit should be killed and the wheat injured to-night.
Went to Eagle Mills and to Troy. Had not been to the latter place
since we moved.
Paid Mr. Gray $6.75 the amount I owed him for house rent, bacon, etc.
Got our papers, and a few little articals at E. M. See ncost of Living." Came home and covered up our beans, beats, cabbage etc to keep
off the expected.frost.
·
11 24.
Easter.
Clear and warm.
to see us to-day.

Sister Eliza & Edney Pardue came over

"25. M. Warm and a little cloudy. Mad a hand wagon, or cart, to haul
manure on the cotton patch, garden, etc. We set out a few cabbage
plants, watering them as the ground is quite dry and hard.
IT 26. T.
Windy and somewhat cloudy. Hauled out manure on my hand wagon,
which is, I think, better than a wheelborrow.

"27. W. Cloudy and cool.· Pa staid with us last night, and this morning
we 'bundled up' and went home with him.
Alexander, Caleb and myself sheared our sheep this afternoon.
I have 4,
Pa 7, and Alex. 5, old ones. In all 16. I do not know the number of
lambs. Had a fine rain.
28. Th. Cool and cloudy.
200 cabbage plants.
11

Plowed up our garden, and set out about

IT 29.
F. Still cloudy and cool. Jesse Tulburt came over to-day, and
I naid him off in silver, and took up my due bill. See bundle of 'old
notes, receipts, etc."

" 30. Sa. A cool, rainy day. Guess this is the 'black berry rain,
Went over to J. G. Johnson's and had my shoes half soled.

u
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Clear and cool. A brisk wind from the North East.
'So saul died for his transgression which he committed against
the Lord, and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit,
to inquire of it." I Chron. X, 13. Then it must be wrong to inquire,
of those who profess to be witches & wizards, concerning the future.
"If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,11 "in faith, nothing
wavering,11 11and it shall be given him." James I. 5 & 6.
Staid at home and read in the Bible.
and got Luse, a little two-year old gray
Went over to Pa's
mule, to plow.
::¥-

IT

2. M.

"

Jd. T.

"

4.

w.

Plowed, breaking out middles.
Do.

Do.

" 5. Th. Went to Mt .Mariah and heard the Rev. C. N. Anderson preach for
the first time. His text was, 'Brethren, if any of you do err from the
truth, and one convert him;" etc. James V, 19 & 20. The sermon was
short, but tolerbly good. Went over to Pa's and brought home my bees,
one stand, on my shoulder, and Pa's, who came with me and staid all
night.

"6. F. Went uphto bro Clark's,
Harrison Felts', and by Pa's on
came home on foot.
Clark has an heir, a girl, born
Pa id Col. W. the interernt on my

John Willburn's, Col. Willburn's,
my way home, ·where I left Luce, and
Tuesday morning Jd inst. so 'they say.'
note.

"?. Sa. We've had a clear, dry week. Nights and mornings cool. Days
warm. Wheat looks promising.
Oats backward--too dry for them. There
is, these mornings, a-great chance of honey dew; so I guess the bees
are doing finely.
I have but one stand.
"8. S.

Clear and beautiful.

"9. M.

Warm weather and dry.

We, as usual, staid at home.
Replanted corn, etc.

"10. T. Went to mill in the forenoon.
noon. Hope the oats will grow now.

Eada

great rain this after-

".11.
Cloudy and warm. Borrowed Jenny of John G. Johnson, the man to
whom I sold her, and went after my flour. I went to mill yesterday on
foot and had the wheat, two bushels, ground. We, Elison Johnson, Elwood Coffin, and myself, tore down, moved and rebuilt the stable.
12 Th. Clear and very warm.
corn, etc.

Planted the broom corn, sugar cane, pop

13. F,
Clear and warm. Worked the road in the
our cotton patch in the afternoon.
Mollie headed this page.

forenoon,

and plowed

11 14.
Sa. Warm. Rained a light shower in the afternoon.
Planted our
cotton seed, commenced plowing my corn the secon time, etc. Tf:ink we
have some four or five tundred cabbage plants set out, and the most of
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them are growing finely. Our beans too, and in fact our garden stuff
generaly, look well. Hope we'll have plenty of ve~tables this year.
"15. S. Nice, growing weather.
till late in the afternoon.
"16. M.

Caleb came over to see us and staid

Plowed our corn, replanted,

etc.

" 17. T. A rainy day.
J:t'ine for oats, but I fear the rust will take
the wheat, and if it does, what will the people do f'cr ' br ea'd?

"18. W.

Warm and cloudy.

Plowed some in the

afternoon.

"19. Th.
Another rainy day. Went over to Alexander Benbow's and got
92 sweet potatoe slips and set them out in our garden. Pa was over today, and says that he has planted his tobacco crop this rainy weather.
"20. F. Showery.
It rains & rains. Commenced sprouting the meadow.
I was knocking the sprouts off a stump, when a yellow jacket got after
me and tried to sting, but he failed.
Glad he did.
"21~ Sa. Went ~o Eamptonville, to Mr. Bell's and to Pa's.
Bought at
Town , · one j a ck plane . . • . . . . • . . . 7 5
one chisel, 3/4, 8 1/3 a 1/4 •.• 25
one spring ba l le. nee •.... ·~ ......• 25
1.25
Ate dinner at Pa's, ground my plane bit & chisel and was off for home.
"22.

S.

Clear and pleasant.

"23.

M.

Plowed in the forenoon & took Luse home in the afternoon.

"24.

T.

Hoed corn, sprouted in the meadow etc.

" 25. W. Put a gum,
inctes wide, in our
to keep milk, fruit,
in the meadow in the
n' 26.
Th.
o. m.

At home.

made of heart pine plank, two feet long & eight
spring; also a box between the two springs in which
or anything tr.at we wish to keep cool.
Sprouted
afternoon.

Hoed corn in tre forenoon,

and sprouted

in the meadow in the

"27. F. Sprouted in the meadow.
This has been a week of very fine
weather.
Cool mornings and great quanities of honeydew.
Robed our bees the 25th and got some very good honey.
I have not heard
of any bee swarms yet this year. The worm is doing great damage to the
wheat crop.·
Dant think I ever heard of the 'wheat worm' till last year.
Trink they are confined this year to the fields that were in wheat last
year.
Then it wont do to sow wheat on wheat on wheat stubble land.
28. Sa.
Cbristmas.
11

We went to Mr. Bell's.

Mollie

had not been there

since
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"29. S. I went to Flatrock to Sunday School, and took apart with
them in reading, singing, etc.
Came home
about night.
0

" 30. M.

Sprouted in the swamp, etc.

"31. T. Pa sent after me. I went over and found him very ill. Came
back in the afternoon and took Mollie and Jo. over and staid all night.
June 1. W.
Left Mollie & Jo. at Pa's, and cut out after Dr. Ellis for
Pa. Found the Dr. at home but he would not come.
Said it was "pePfectly impossible."
It is, I think, at least 17 miles to Dr. E., and
when I found that I could not get him I struck for Smith Grove, 14
miles farther, after Dr. Cash, and Wiley & ~~ry. Dr. Cash would not
come either. Wiley came up that night.
2. Th. Early this morning I, Mary & Mr. Williams started to Pa's.
We got there about the middle of the afternoon. Eada fine rain at Pa's
this afternoon. It rained but very little here.

·IT

IT

3. F.

Staid at Pa's.

Hope he is better and that he will soon be

well.

" 4. Sa.

Came home and plowed our cotton.

5. S. Cool! Cool! Heard some talk of frost, but I did not see any.
I exoect there was frost in places.
IT

IT 6.
M. Clear and cool. Plowed, hoed cotton, etc. Went over in the
afternoon to see Pa. Think he is some better, or hope so at least.

"?. T. Warm & dry. Cut rail timber. Zac Jefferson & Noel Cass split
three tundred rails for me to-day.
I engaged Zac. yesterday to get
some rails for me, but I got one hand more than I bargained for and
only got 300 rails made at that. I do not like to board so many hands,
these bard times, and get so little work done, so I dismissed them
after supper.
"8.
Warm, with signs for rain. Went with Jesse Teatro to Eagle Mills
and got our can of molasses.
I also bought six of the best pens I've
seen in many a day, for which I paid five cents.
Went over to Pa's in
the evening, and found him worse than he had been. Eada
tolerbly good
rain in the early part of the night.

"9. Warm. Pa some better. Left Mollie and Jo. at Pa's.
Came by
Alex. Benbow's and got 200 or more potatoe slips.
Think I have enough
now to finish setting out my patch.
Had a fine mess of potatoes yesterday--tte.first
we've had this season. Heard something said about
frost bitten corn, so I guess there was frost Sunday morning sure enough.
Frost in June is a rare occurrence in this climate.
Set out the potatoe
slips and watered them.
"10. F. Staid at Pa's last night.
Weather warm and dry.

Think

Pa is on the mend slowly.
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" 11. Sa. Cool and dry. Went to the "Trumpet Branch Foundry" to see
about getting a thrashing machine. Jo. Weasner, the superintendent,
said we might come after the mactine Friday week.
"12. S. Went over to Pa's,~
Wiley and his lady were up.

did, and staid till Monday morning.

" 13 • M.

Came home and went to plowing.

"14. T.

Plowed.

Staid at Pa's again last night. Pa sees to be a good deal
" 15. w.
He
is now using "Wistar's Balsam of Wild Cherry."
better.

" 16. Th.

Plowed, hoed corn, etc.

"17. F. Cloudy and warm, but not much rain yet. Think we would soon
have plenty of snaps, potatoes, etc. if it would rain soon.
"18. Sa. Warm and dry. We have some flattering prospects for rain,
but it dont come. The oats are drying up, and the garden stuff would
be the better of a shower occasionaly. Wheat is very good. It, as a
gener~l thing, does not stand very thick on the ground, but it is well
filled. We had, to-day, our first, and I expect our last, mess of
green peas for this year as we have but very few planted and Mollie is
bound to "save seed." Well, that is all right. Save a bountiful chance
for seed, and plant a fine patch early next spring--in February. Our
bees swarmed about one o'clock to-day. They settle on a peach tree,
and_I hived .t hem nicely.

"19. S. Cloudy and a little cool. Took Mollie and Jo. to John G.
Johnson's and left them there while I went over to see Pa. Think Pa
is still on the mend. We got back home about night.
" 20.

Warm and dry.

Hoed corn.

"21. T. Finished hoeing corn for this time. Our garden stuff is drying up. 0 that it would rain a shower. Think oats will be cut short
in this part of the country at least. Three o'clock in the afternoon.
Had my bees to hive over again. They took exception to their new home
somehow, and to-day a bout eleven o'clock they "swarmed" out and sett led
among the branches of the 'cedar. 1 I thought they were doing well.
I,
however, observed that they ''lay out" yesterday and this morning, and
that, I dont think, young swarms often do so soon.
They had made two
or three pieces of beautiful comb, each of which was as large, I think,
as a man's hand. I would like very much to know the cause of their
discontent.
The box or gum was new, tight and roomy.
I put them this
time in the salt gum, as I had no bee gum ready.
Mine are the best
tempered bees I ever saw. It is a rare thing for them to show signs
of ill temper by offering to sting.
And now, half past three o'clock,
it is raining gently--about right to wet the ground without washing it.
The rain comes just in time to save our vegetables.
A few more hot dry
days would have fired them.
Mollie is baking "berry pie" for supper,
so I don't care how soon that meal is ready.

l'/
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"22d. W. Cloudy. Went over to Pa's, got Lucy, the mule. and plowed
our cotton;
broomcorn, pop corn, sugar cane, and roastenear patch.
"23. Th. A little cloudy and cool. Wind from the south-east.
Went to Hamptonville, to Mr. Bell's and to Pa's. Bought a few articles
at town. See "Cost of Living. 11
" 24. F. Warm and a little cloudy. We were blessed last night with a
fine shower of rain. Guess our cabbages, beans, potatoes, etc, etc.
will grow now.
11 25.
Sa. Mostly clear, and quite warm. Cut some rail timber in the
forenoon, went over to Pa's in the afternoon. Pa still seems to be
mending slowly.
11 26.
S. Clear and swe~ltry.
Shadrack & his lady came to see us.
is t.re ir first visit since we moved to th is place.
11 27. M.
Clear, still & warm, (i past 10 P.M.)
mill and bought 25 lbs. flour, 3 cents per lb.
shoulder.

This

Went to Nicholson's
Carried it home on my

11 28.
T. Allen Coffen commenced cutting here to-day. Had a light
shower of rain this afternoon. Corn·and garden stuff looks well and
is growing very fast.

"29. W.
Caleb came over and got a small load (12 doz) of oats. Jefferson and Gass split another tundred rails for me. I paid Jefferson
off and discharged them.
30. Th.
Had a fine rain this afternoon.
oats have the rust some.
n

Coffen cut more oats.

The

Diary

July

1859

1st. F. We, Mr. Bell, Alexander, Clark & myself, went to "Trumpet
Branch Foundry' to get a thrashing machine, but as Weasner would not
insure the machine further than to mend it as the casting broke, provided he had mettle & coal at the time, we did not get one. Weasner's
casting is not fine and smooth, and is said not to be good. Rain this
afternoon too.
"2.

Sa.

A very warm day.

Hauled some rails, went over to Pa's etc.

"J.

S.

Staid at home all day.

" 4.

M1.

Cool.

Plowed & hoed cotton~.

"5. T. Cool. Plowed & hoed cotton, took the wool to the carding
machine--Eagle Mills.
"6.

W.

"7. Th.

Cool and cloudy.
Still cool.

Hoed cotton, went over to Pa's, etc.

C~t and split some rails, hoed cotton, corn, etc.

"8. F. Cool, cool. Wind from the north east. This has been a cool
drying week for July.
.
Hoed corn in the forenoon, and in the afternoon I made a hay rake. The
head ~s ashe, the teeth & braces white oak, and the handle pine. Think
this is the second time I've tried my hand at rake making. The first
one was a rough specimen, but this one I call hard to beat, tho' I did
most of the work with my ax, auger & pocketknife.
Clouded up th is afternoon and sprinkled rain a littl~. Wish it would rain
"By the way-side let it fall'
That the rose may spring up by the cottage gate,
And the vine on the graden wall."
,,

"9. Sa.

Cloudy. Went over to Pa's, got a bushel of wheat and took it
to Grant's Mill, but did not get it ground ·as the miller, Mr. Crouch,
said if we could do without it I had better not come after it till Monday, tho' .he might get it in late this afternoon.
I left it. Came on
by Pa's and borrowed eight pounds of flour to last us till Monday, got
the jug (half gallon) of vinegar and came on home.
"10. S. Still cloudy and rained a light sprinkle this morning.
Think
r~in would do a great deal of good now. Our garden beans are failing
fast. Had our first mess of cornfield beans for dinner to-day.
"11. M. Went over to Pa's. Clark came down and we concluded to start
to Salisbury in the morning after a thrashing machine. I toped the
first plants of Pa's tobacco while Caleb brought my flour from the mill.
" 12. T. We, Mr , Bell, Alexander, Clark & my self, started after a
thrashing machine. Clear and very warm. We rolled on till a while
after night and then took up camp five or six miles below Mocksville,
at tre Rev. Mr. Bessent's.
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"lJ. W. We left camp early this morning and got to Salisbury about
nine o'clock. Saw the rail road, lfor the first time) the gass wo~ks,
depots, machine shops, and infuct the town itself. Staid there till
about 2 p.m. and then rolled off enpty. Boyden had but 2 machines on
hand, and they were both sold, so he said.
"14. Th. We camped last night between Mocksville & Smith Grove as we
thought of going by the latter place to see if we cold get a machine
there, but we were told this morning that Green Clifford, the machine
maker at Smith Grove, had made but one thrasher this year, so we turned our course homeward. We got to Pa's a little before night.
I've
now spent 6 days trying to get a machine but we fail at last. Dont
think I'll ever spend another week in the same way.
"15. F. An exceedingly warm day.
noon, and another one after night.

Had a nice little shower this afterThey were not very extensive tho'.

"16. Sa. Warm, warm. Went to Eagle Mills got our rolls, three dirt
·crocks, Jody a waist band, etc. See "Cost of Living."
"17. S. Clear and bot. We went over to Pa's and staid till evening.
Pa is not so well as he has been.
n

18. M.

The anniversary of our marriage.

l\:ollie scalded

and scoured.

" 19.- T. Had a fine rain last night. Hauled up most of my oats with
my hand cart and put them in hand stacks.
"20. W. Went over to Pa's and got old Med, to haul some rails, to
build a pasture fence, or a cross fence between my corn and pasture,
but got disappointed in getting a wagon.
I have a hard tug to get
them rails hauled.
,
"21. Th. Went over to .Iohn G. Johnson's, got his wagon, hauled my
rails and put them up; so we have a pasture for our cow at last.
"22d. F.
with me.

Took the wagon home, and then went on to Pa's.

Jodie went

"2J. Sa. We went to Mt. Mariah to the quarterly meeting.
Heard Rev.
N. F. Reed preach. His text was "For none of us liveth to himself, and
no man dieth to himself." Rom. XIV, 7.
"24. S. Cooler. We have had very warm weather for a week or so, but
this morning is more pleasant.
We went to meeting. Heard the Rev. N. F. Reed preach a good missionary
sermon from the same' old text, ITQo ye therefore, and teach all na t i ons ;"
etc.
Matt. XXVIII, 19 & 20.
"25. M. Rained a little last night.
We staid at Pa1s to-day.
We
went over there to see our kinfolks,* who came up on Sat. last.
Cousin
Jimmy brought us home in his buggy. Mollie bought two lbs. coffee, at
*Uncle Flem, and Aunt Theny,

Aunt Jatha

& Jimmy,

cousin

20

July

Diary

1859

Madison's as we came on, the first that has been bought in our family.
I am opposed to the use of "Dram," Tobacco and coffee, as they are
used. I believe they were made for some good purpose, but not to eat
& drink
TT 26. T.

Mostly clear and warm.

Commenced making hay.

TT 27. W. It is raining beautifully, ~past 7. Went over to Pa's to
get some wheat, but there was none thrashed.
I came, on my way home,
by John G. Johnson's and borrowed ten pounds of flour.
TT 28. Th. Cured my hay and then put it up in small cocks.
Pa & Ma came to see us today, for the first time since Pa was taken
sick.
" 29. F. Caleb came over and helped me stack my hay in the forenoon,
then I went home with him to help him redaub the old dry house, but
we did not get it done. A cloud coming up seemed to threaten us with
a shower, so Wiley took us off to rake hay.
" 30. Sa. Went to Eagle Mills, in the forenoon, after our papers--the
TTAge" & "Advocate." We went to .Mr. Bell's on a visit this evening.
Noel met us with the mare & buggy and hauled us over.
n Jl. S.

Warm, dry weather.

August 1st. M.
"2.

We came home the afternoon.

.Mowed off our turnip patch, etc. etc.

Went over to Pa's and helped thrash the wheat.

"3. W. We cleaned up 13 bushels of wheat, with my much abused fan,
and I took it to mill. Had five bushels ground for myself and the
balance for Pa. The wh~at is so cheaty this year it lost over a bushel
(so- said the miller) in cleaning the 13. Got ho~e about dusk.

"4. Th. Election day. 1ook the wagon and team, and Pa's flour, home,
and then went over to Williamsburg,to the_ election; I_ was· in Salsbury
the day of the giving in at Williamsburg, so I gave in to Perry Tomlin
to-day and he charged me 25 cents for his trouble.
I thought hard of
him for it as I did not hinder him, nor put him to any extra trouble.
Perry Tomlin, Egr. I'll not forget him.
TT 5. F. Rained a fine shower yesterday evening, and this afternoon it
r.ained a great deal. Paid off my sowing bill, .97~- cts. at Johnsons.

"6. Sa. Warm and cloudy. Went over to Pa's, to Jim Grant's, and to
the sale of Jo. F. Johnsons property.
There ~as nothing sold but his
wheat. The highest of it went, I think, at 80 cents.
" 7. S. Pa, brother Wiley & his lady, c arne over to-day. For dinner
we had ~abbages boiled and fried; Mutton or 'sheep meat' as Jodie says;
pickles, beets & cucumbers; milk, coffee, for Pa, bread, butter, mollasses, etc. We have the finest cabbages I have seen anywhere this
year, and every one who sees them gives them the praise. Our beets
also excell anything in that line that has come under my observation
in a great while.
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" 8. M.
Commenced plowing for wheat. Plowed till dinner, and then
tore up our turnip patch, in the afternoon.

" 9. T. Sowed and plowed in the turnip seed, plowed (turning oat
stubble) for wheat, etc. etc.
Pa & Wiley came over again to~day and took dinner with us. We had
green corn and beans for dinner. After we 'got thro' with dinner' Pa
& Wiley went home, and we went with them as Pa wanted me to help get
up the hay. After we got over I & Wiley titched up and hauled a load,
about talf of which fell off in the meadow as we were crossing the
branch. We reloaded and rolled off for the barn. We got there in due
time with our hay, considering our bad luck. I & Alexander hauled the
next load. We boomed it on, so that the hay did not fall off, but the
wagon came near upsetting when we crossed the branch.
"10. W. Warm weather. Finished getting up the hay, and Caleb brought
us most home after supper, in Wiley's buggy.
"11.
TT

Th.

12. F.

A big rain fell this afternoon.
Warm and showery.

"13. Sa. Sprouted in the field south of the house, after I came from
Johnsons, till the rain came. A heavy rain it was too. Rained most of
the afternoon.
n 14. S.
What a growing time!
"He that tilleth his land shall have
plenty of bread.11
If we do our part the good Lord will be sure to do
his, so that we shall not lack any good thing. Seek first the kingdom
of God, and His righteousness, then all these things (temporal and
spiritual blessing) shall be added unto you.
Had another heavy rain commencing about twelve o'clock. Guess the
ground is wet enough !O plow now.
Does it always rain on the, thirteenth of August? By refferance to my
Diaries for '54, '55, & t56, I think, I see that it rained on that day
in each of these years. It also rained yesterday, the 13 of Aug. 1859.
We are generaly glad, and should always be pleased to see it rain, for
TTHe hath d.one ;" and ever will do, "a Ll, things well. 11 11He make th His
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust."

M. Vient over to our Common School hous, early this morning to
11 15.
meet the Com. men, Mr , Bart Morgan & rJ~r. J. B. Johnson. Morgan was
there, but Johnson did not come, so I did not agree to teach the
school.
I do not like Morgan's terms. He only offers fifteen dollars
per month, and wants 24 days taught for a month at that! We cant trade
unless he amends his terms.
I came back home and went over to Pa's, got Luse, and went to plowing.
"16, 17, 18, Clear, or nearly so, and warm.
mule works finely.
ti

19. F.

Plowed part of the day.

Plowed.

The little

Rained a light shower.
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"20. Sa. Clear and pleasant.
Plowed a few rounds, cut sprouts,
choped out the weeds and grass in our cabbage garden, trimed down
the weeds in the yard, got wood and pine for Sunday, etc. Our cabbages are very fine having large white heads.
"21st S. Staid at home and read my books--good books, I have no
others--and my papers.
Clark
" 22d M. Went over to Pa's and got old Med to plow. Pa let11the
gray
plow
to
I
have
have Luce to ride to School a while, so now
fl
mare.
23d T. Warm and cloudy.
afternoon.
II

Plowed till it commenced raining in the

"24. W. Cleared off to-day about twelve. Rained a great deal yesterday afternoon and last night.
We went over to Pa's with our peaches and put them in the dry house.
"25. Th. Clear, or nearly so and warm. I came home and plowed.
Mollie & Jo. staid at Pp's to tend tpe peaches.
'' 26.- F. Staid .a t home last night by myself. Finished breaking up my
wheat .land this morning. Went over after Mollie & Jo. We all good
home, safe and sound, about night.
"27. Sa. Quite warm, and a little cloudy. Made a shoe bench, and
half soled Mollies shoes. Finished toping our cotton, some of which
is waist high. It all looks well. This is a great place for gardening~ If there was a good vegetable market nearby I could make money
by raising "taters,"
-c abbage s , beets, onions, turnips, cucumbers, etc.
etc. but as it is we have the fun of eating our good vegetables to
ourselves, so we have full bellies and empty purses.
Well let us
'eat, drink and be mary' in the right way, remembering that we have
'to give an account for the deeds done in the body.'
It is now (a little past ten p.m.) raining considerably.
Guess it is
bed time, so I'm off.
" 28. S. Cloudy. We had calculated on going to Mt , Mariah to meeting
tp-day, but it is so cloudy and damp we gave it out. We stay at home,
as usual, and read our papers, (the 'S. of the Age,' & the 'N. C. C.
Advocate,) and books.
Sunday nigtt. I have just been looking over some of my old documents.
The fall of 1851 I taught school at Pleasant Valley, near Pfaff Town,
Forsyth County.
I had a rude set of boys to deal with. I boarded at
Martin Holder's. Mr. Holder was a short, rought dutchman, not very
good looking, but full of fun. He corned his hair once a week, viz:
every Sunday morning. Then by the next coming day it was hanging
about his head in small rolls, which looked somewhat like so rr.any rat
tails. ¥irs. H. was a slim, dry looking little woman--good cook (dutch
women generaly are that) and fond of good coffee and light bread. Mr.
& Mrs. H. were, in tteir way, fine people. They treated me kindly.
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I shall always remember with pleasure the few weeks I boarded with
them. During the summer of '52 I worked at John Crew's, putting up
tobacco. The most of March of this year I spent at Sedge Garden, selling goods for Wagoner & Thomasson.
This was a move in the wrong direction for me. I had better been at school. While at S. G. I received
a letter from brother Wiley, who was then teaching school near Muddy
Creek P. 0., directed as follows:
"B. A. Thomasson,
Any where in the world but where he
ought to be."
This made me feel a little cheap, but however I staid my time out, and
then left. I next bought Pa's crop of tobacco, striped it out, and
had it "put up," or manufactured at John N. Crew's factory, working
in the factory two months and, I think, about ten days myself.
" 29. M. A north east rain, and quite cool for this month.
pot cover for Mollie, dug some of our irish potatoes, etc.

!-fade a

"30. T. Clear and warm. Cut grass to make hay. Caleb came over
after old Med. He brought our dried peaches. After all our trouble
I dont think we have half a bushel in that lot. Mollie has dried some,
and is now drying more in the sun shine.
" 31. W.

Warm, but not exactly clear.
heavy dews.

We have cool nights and very

*Read-from here 'down for the first day of September.
Put up two small stacks of hay. Mollie helped me put up one this
morning.
I threw up the hay and she packed it around the pole. This,
she says, is the first hay stack she was ever on.
Caleb came over in the afternoon after some beets, and to ask me to
the tobacco barn raising, so I got him to help me put up the other stack.
I am done hay making, at home at least, for this year. This is the
greatest year for yellow jackets I ever saw. The wood and fields are
fairly alive with them. It was so warm last winter I guess ttey did
not freeze out like common.
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1. Th. I made a mistake in writing for yesterday.
r.ay to-day instead of yesterday.
n

We stacked the

"2.
Clear and warm. Went over to Pa's to the barn raising. I and
Warren W. Johnson carried up the corners, and bro. Wiley, Alexander,
H.B. Godfrey put up the logs. We did not get done. We lacked hands.
Louis Messick & Frank Madison were asked but they failed to come. I
think people who want so much help of their neighbors ought to be willing to help in return. The Lord helps those who help themselves.
Man
helps those who help him.
"Jd. Sa. Clear and warm. Went to Wm Weatherman's to see if he would
go and work some for Pa and to Wash. Mullace's to see if he would make
up a crout tub. Weatherman said he would be on Monday morning, and
Mullaces said he would make the tub soon as he could get timber and
time. Some have commenced gathering fodder this week. I think the
corn is full green yet to be striped of its leaves. Much injury has
no doubt been done to corn by pulling fodder too early.
There appeared, last Thursday night, a very strange phenomenon in the
elements. I got up in the later part of the night and on going to the
door I discovered that it was light--thought it was day--and that the
sky looked red. I did not know then whether the sky was realy red or
whether it was my eyes as I had just got thro' a sound nap. But since
I hear others talking about it. My 'na i.ghbor-, Mr. J. Teatroe, says it
was light all night. This was certainly a strange night. Who can account for it? Was it the omen of something in the future? Who can
tell? Guess it will long be remembered as the nlight night."
There was a very dark evening in March 1852.
I was then selling goods
for Wagoner&. Thomasson, and when the dark cloud passed over, from
west to east, the chickens went to roost, and I, thinking it was night,
lit up a candle. By & by the darkness passed off and it was not night
yet-.
"4th S. Cloudy and rain~d a little in the morning, and a fine shower
in the afternoon. Rev. T. A. Nicholson preached sister Martha's funeral at Pa's, not at the house, but in the grove between that and the
road. The congregation was small, owing in part I guess to the meeting having been published so recently; only the Sunday before.
The
14 & 15 verses of the VII chap. of Rev. was the text. Sermon good.

"5. M.

A rainy day.

ri 6. T.
Old Mr. Weatherman came over to me get boards to-day.
We
went over to Pa's and worked till dinner covering the to~acco barn.
I went over and borrowed Jim S. Grant's saw, and we came home and sawed board timber in the afternoon.
Cloudy and cool.

"7.
W.
We, I and Mr. Weatherman, sawed timber for boards,
came over in the afternoon, but did not stay many minutes.

etc.

Pa

"8. Th.
Mollie sick. Had to stay in the house most of the forenoon
and wait on her. Rived a few boards.
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"9. F. Clear and pleasant. Rived boards, on the branch, at the lower end of my meadow. A large black oak, about three feet in diameter,
had been blown down, instead of~, some years ago--so long it had lain
there that the bark and sap had pretty well rotted off, and the worms
bad commenced their work of cutting it to pieces. Such a sized tree
as that would last a great while if the worms, flat redheaded borer,
would let it alone. But soon after the "giant oak," or any other tgiant'
of the forst, has ceased to live the timber destroying insects commence
their depredations. Water enters, and soon the hard wood is decomposed.
"Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." All things earthy
must return to the onigional substance.
"This world is all a fleeting show,
For man's illusion given;
The smiles of joy, the tears of woe,
Deceitful shine, deceitful flow-There's nothing tru_ but heaven."
'1' • Ivl.

This is my birthday. for thirty years have I been in this world.
Thirty years more, and where, O! where shall I be? Dispose of me, 0
Lord, as Thou seest fit, ~I\.d give me grace to sincerely say, "Thy will
be done."
Amen.
"10. Sa. finished riving boards (about 1550) to cover a small house.
Commenced pulling fodder.
"11.

S.

A very beautiful morning.

"12. M. Went over to Pa's to help get boards to cover the tobacco
barn. I, Pa & Alexander went to Rob't Bell's woods and got the timber.
"13. T. Finished gathering fodder.
be a good hand in the fodder field.
"14.

W.

Mollie helped me, and proved to

Went over to Pa's and rived boards to cover the tobacco barn.

IT
15. Th. Cloudy and cool. Wind from the north east. We went over
to Pa's this morning, and I and Alexander most covered the 'backer'
barn.

"16.
mon.

F. A real 'north easter.' Carne as near raining all day as comGuess this is the equinoctial storm.

IT
17. Sa. Clear and quite warm. It rained a small flood last night,
so the creeks are past foarding to-day. Guess the low ground corn is
considerably damaged. The corn crop is not very good on the ridges
this year, and if that on the creeks and rivers is much injured we
shall have another hard year. This is a hard world to live in. Let
us learn to take it as we find it, without a word of complaint, and
improve it all we can, that when we leave it it may be better than it
was wten we came into it.
ITQ
may it all my powers engage
To do my master's will.n

26
Diary

Sept.

1859

Every person should try to make the world better, instead of worse,
but how many are laboring daily to make demons, instead of christians,
of their fellow beings,--their brothers.
Remember, 0 man, that thou
art thy "brother's keeper. 11 Then slay him not lest thou hear it said,
"the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground,"
and thou be "cursed from the earth."
18. S. Nearly clear, and quite warm. We went over to Pa's. Pa, Ma,
and Caleb left home this morning for the Harmony Hill camp meeting.
We got some ctoice apples, staid till after 3 p.m. and then came home.
Home is the best place after all. We sometimes desire to go abroad,
and take a peep at the world, but when we venture our we soon tire,
seeing we can find "no place like borne," or none at least that suits
us as well as the "sweet secluded spot." This is well too. The man
that loves not, and so neglects his home, if he has one, must be looking out for happiness in the wrong direction.
Home. There is music in the word. 0 that we may always have a good
·home;--a home on earth. nAs long as life endures," and"--, when this
flesh and heart shall fail, and mortal life shall cease," then, 0 then,
may we have a home in heaven, and live "A life of -joy and peace." Amen.
11

19. M. Cloudy, and rained a few drops in the afternoon. Went to Wash.
Mullace 's to see if he had made us a· crout tub. M. was not at home.
His wife said he was "gone to the Factory," and that he had not made us
any tub, ·as the timber he had procured for that purpose was wormeaten.
What shall we do for a crout tub? Will our cabbages have to rot in the
garden for want of a tub to pickle them in? I also went to Wm Mullace's
& to a Mr. Reed's to see if they would hire me to teach their school.
They were both gone to mill, so I did not see either of them. I also
went to Jacob Fraley's tan yard and got a small bit* of horse hide sole
leather. Got back home before dinner.
In the afternoon I went to J.
S. Hanes' to see him ,on business. He was gone to mill too. This must
be a great day for milling.
"20. T. Another rainy day. Went over to Pa's and drew the nails out
of the boards which covered my blacksmith shop.
Cut and tied up a few tops. Pa & Ma came by, on their way
home from Harmony Hill camp meeting, and staid all night.
" 21. W.

"22.

Th.

Cut & tied a few more tops, etc.

"23. F. Went over to Pa's and helped to cut and hang tobacco. Pa
bas a fine crop of the weed this year. We cut a fine chance to-day.

"24. S. Heard that Mullace had got other timber, and had made us a
tub, so I went over after it this forenoon.
I did not get it tho',
as it was made of red oak & pine (the staves oak & the head pine) I
feared it would not do for a pickling tub. A tub to hold a cabbage
pickle must be very tight. I came home and we ~mptied our cucumber
pickles and made that tub tub (one Leonard Messick made for me 2 or 3
years ago for a beer tub) full of the nicest crout I ever saw. Not a
gree leaf in the tub. We cut up one ~ead which weighed ten & a half
pounds. This is a great year for cabbages.
'''1
-r- 12 lb s

2?

"25.

1859
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A nice, pleasant day.

Staid at home and read our papers, etc.

"26. M. Went over to John G. Johnsons and bought of his son Thomas,
a black sow for $2.50. Went to Pa's in the afternoon and got Luce, the
gray mule, to plow in my wheat.

"27. T. Went over to Johnson after the hog I bou~ht yesterday, and
bought another--a black and white spoted sow--for ~2. Tom assisted me
in getting them home. Commenced sowing wheat.
"28. W.

Sowed wheat.

" 29. Th.

Do.

"30.
Warm and cloudy. Rained some last night, and also early this
forenoon •
. Sowed wheat. Washington Mullace came over and I sold him a white oat
tree for staves to make tubs and kegs.
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"1. Sa. Warm and cloudy. This has been a warm week for Sept. The
news paper says there was a snow storm in New Hampshire on the 14th.
Sowed some wheat, stacked some fodder, went to Eagle Mills after the
papers, etc.
"Foot prints across the continent" or letters of G. F. Pierce, now being published in the 'Advocate' are very interesting. I read No 7 tonight.
(Sunday night the 2. ) The Bishop in speaking of the prairie
dog says: "The prairie dog is a marvel in natural history. These little
animals live in communities. They burrow in the ground, and a pile of
dirt marks the mouth of every habitation." He also says; 11The rattle. snake, and a species of owl dwell with the dogs." and that "These all
live together in ~ace and friendship."
It seems to me that I have read,
in some book or paper, of the snakes eating the dogs. This, however,
they may not do only in cases of extream necessity. But I should think
one or two occurances, of this kind, cause enough for the disolution of
the partnership heretofore existing between dogie & snakie, and for the
dogs at least to set up for themselves.
Perhaps tho' they have no objections to the snakes occasionally dispatching one of their number in
order to keep down population, as they are supposed to live on grass,
and that, in some localities, is very scarce. I would like to see the
dogs & their tow~s, but the snakes & owls--keep them out of 'the show!
"2. S. Rained some again last night. Cleared off to-day a few degrees
cooler I think than last week. Staid at home and read our books, papers,
etc. "There's no place like home," especialy if one has enough good
books & papers to read, but a home without books--ah me, what a void
is tbere. No doubt there are many now- in the road to ruin who neve r.'
would have entered that track if the home of their youth had been supplied with good books~ papers, etc. Home to them was too dull and monotonous, so they sought amusement elsewhere, and the world being hostile to all that is good, and they being prone to evil, they soon learn
to hate righteousness, love sin, and are led on in the way in which
they should not go.
Parents furnish your homes with good books and papers, and give your sons
and daughters a christian education if you never give them anything else.

"J.M. A very cold, heavy dew--almost frost. Sowed wheat. Got a
bushel of white wheat, of Jesse Teatro, which weighed 67 lbs. Sisters
Mary & Eliza, came over to see us to-day.
"4. T.

Clear and pleasant. Went over to Pa's, and I and Caleb housed
the tobacco, made a shutter for the barn door, etc. Pa's tobaccu is
very nice, but it hung out rather to long. I very much fear it will
get burned up, barn and all.
The barn is worth $50, and it has 40 or 50 dollars worth of toabcco,
about one third of his crop, in it now, and if barn, & tobacco should
get burned
it will be a bad loss. 1do hope it will not.

up

"5. W.
lbs.
"6.

Went over to Pas and helped skin the beef.
I got 24 pounds at 2~ cts.

Th.

Clear and warm.

Sowed wheat.

It weighed 198
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"7. F. Some one, I guess, left the gate unfastened, and our hogs
got out and went back to J. G. Johnsons.
Sowed wheat.
"8.

Sa.

Brought our hogs back.

"9. S. A cool, rainy day. The Temple Hill campmeeting is now in
session. Mr. Williams came over and staid till the afternoon.
"10. M. Went over to Pa's after our cow, (Lill) and I & Mr. W. went
over to Jim Grant's to get some "fice" pups. They are nice, but not
old enough to take from their mother so we left them. The darkie
(Becky) to whom they belong promised to save them for us at ten cents
each. We ingaged two--one a piece.
"11. T. Went over to Pa's to help them cut tobacco. I cut till 'dinner' by myself, as Pa's hands, Caleb & Edney Pardue, did not get home
from the campmeeting till about that time. I rove tobacco sticks in
. the afternoon. At this meeting, they tell me, A. C. Johnson made a
profession of religion.
"12, W., 13. Th., 14. F., 15. Sa. I do not.now (Oct. 30) remember
what was done on these days. Perhaps I sowed wheat part of the time.
"16. S. We, and Mr. Wm Coffins two daughters, went to "Niggar Jack,"
or Union Grove to the campmeeting. We saw a good many people, and
heard the Rev. Canutt preach. His text was, "He that being often reproved' etc. Proverbs.
"17. M. A rainy day. Plowed some. Went to John Mullace's this morning and got a half bushel of his early wheat, for which I paid him 37
cents.
" 18. T.

Went back to the, c .rn ,

They are having quite a lively time.

"17. W. We went over to Pa's last night. To-day I helped them finish
tousing the tobacco, and r·& Mollie gathered us some apples.
" 18. Th. 19. F.
"20.

Sa.

Dug our sweet potatoes.

Pack our potatoes away, finished sister Elizas shoes, etc.

". 21. S. A pleasant day. :/lent to Zion to the "big meeting." Heard
the Rev. Swin preach from, "Prepare to meet thy God, 0 Israel!n
"Saturday 29. This has been a nice week for business. We picked
out our cotton,--not all of it; just went over the second time,--tore
tte old roof off the kitchen, got plates, rafters, etc, and put a new
roof on the same. We have cold, frosty mornings.
"30. S. The frost this morning looked like a little snow, there was
so much of it.
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For the week ending Nov. 5.
This has been a very pleasant week indeed. "Indian Summe r " is upon us
with all its softness and beauty. The dark green of summer has given
place to the yellow and red of autumn. What a pleasant, joyful, and
yet solemn time! This is the gathering in of the harvest. This week
we gathered our corn, finished sowing wheat, etc.
"6. S. Warm and smoky. Noel & Jo. & Caleb staid with us last night
and till this afternoon. I halfsoled Caleb's shoes last night. I
sowed my~ bushel of early wheat on Th. 3d inst. I went to mill with
corn on F. 4th.

"7. M.

Finisl:ed daubing our cabin.

For the week ending Nov. 11.
i

This has been a warm week. We shucked our corn, made another tub (about
three bushels) of choice sour crout, and I went over to Pa's and helped
haul out manure one day & a half--Friday & Saturday till noon.
We have had no rain lately. The early sowed wheat, some say, is being
killed by the fly. One man, l'lir. Shadrack My ar s , I'm told has to resow
a por.tion of his, crop. I fear mine is injured, but I hope not much if
any.
"12.

0.

Windy and cold. We spent the day at home reading our papers
We have no time to visit our neighbors. We have to work for
the body & soul too, and on 0unday we try to gain good and useful
knowledge.

& book.

r'or' the week ending N-Ov. 19.
Mollie has been sick all the week. Edney Pardue came after us on OCon.
13, and we went over to Pa's; Mollie to weave her cloth, and me to
work for Pa. That was a cold morning. I came home at night and staid
by myself.
On Tuesday 14 I & Alex, Johnson went to James Ortons and got two hogs,-one for Pa & the other for Alex. J.
On Wed. 15 I hauled out manure in the forenoon. We came home arter
dinner, or after 12 o'clock. On Thursday, 16 I took old Med home and
got some medicine ror Mollie. The weather.has moderated very much.
On rriday 17 it rained. We have had a long dry, warm spell. Some
say the wheat is injured by the fly, but I hope not. Some people try
to make things out-as·
bad as they can but,
"This world is not so bad a world
As some would like to make it,"
after all.
Saturday 19 was mostly clear, windy, and warm. I got wood, pine etc.
for ::>un., cooked our 11ittles, and performed the work of housemaid in
general
"Sunday 20 Mostly clear, and quite warm.
but some better I think.

Mollie is not well yet,
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Rained.
Cleared o rr warm.

Put away our cabbages, etc.

"W. 23. Clear and warm. Cut some rire wood in the forenoon, and in
the afternoon I went over to Pa's and brought home a load of my plank
with old Med.
"Th. 24. Hauled two loads of the wood I cut yesterday, another load
of plank, etc.

"¥. 25. Cloudy & cool. Hauled rock to build our kitchen chimney,
took old Med and the wagon home.
"26. Sa. 27. 8. 28. M. Went to Pa's, to Grant's mill, with corn, and
to Mr. Bell's with some yarn to be died blue for Mollies winter desses.
"29. T. Took Bet home (I had her to ride yesterday) and came back by
old Johathan Barron's to get some pork, but he did not kill to-day.
So Mr. Wm Coffin, who went down there with his mare and wagon to haul
it home for me, had to come back empty.

"30.·w.
Clear snd ~arm. Barron killed his hogs, and I bought one
weigting 9'/ lbs. at eight cents per pound. Wm Coffin hau Le d it home
for me.
It is a fat little hog.
Dec.

l. Th.

Clear and warm.

Cut fire wood.

n 2d F.
Warm. Went to Pa's; got old Med and the wagon; came home and
went to Nicholson's mill. The mill was just empty, so I got my grinding
done right off.
-

" 3.
" 4.

sa.
s.

A very rainy day._
Took old Med and the wagon home.

This a rainy day too.

"5.

M. Still cool and rainy. Met the Committee me n= of Dis No •. 4,
at the School house, made a contract with them to teach their school
for ($15.) fifteen dollars per month of twenty days.

"6. T. Commenced school in Dis. No. 4., Iredell Co. N.
scholars! The rain continues.

C.

Had 5

"'l. W. This is the fifth day of the 'wet spell,' and the rainiest
of them all, I believe. We have not seen the sun since last Friday
evening when we went to mill, nor the moon and stars since Friday night.
" 8th Th.
n

9th F.

Cleared off last night very cold.
Clear and cold.

~:< 2 of them.

School small--only 7 or 8 scholars.

!'1,r. Mullies &. Mr. Reed.
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" 10. Sa. Clear and pleasant after the morning.
Mr , Jesse Tetroe
hauled wood for us half the day with his cart and stears. He hauled
eight fine, big loads. His oxen are large and strong, so we piled
on about as much as would "stand the storm." In the afternoon I went
to Eagle Mills. Got 4 of our papers, half a gallon of clover seeds,
50 cts, some coat trimings, etc.

"11. S. A little cloudy, and cold. We staid at home.
to see us for the first time since we left Toy.
"12.

M.

Clear and cold, ~eight

Clark came

out at school to-day.

"13. T. Weather about as yesterday.
P. Campbell is just now, this
week, gathering in his corn. Guess they will see ructions.
I fear
·.I shall lose as much by teaching school as I shall gain.
I ought to
be doing up my fences, ditching and cleaning up the swamp.
But, I
must have money.
" 14. W.

A nice day.

School small.

"15. Th. Signs of "falling weather" visible.
"16.

F.

Not much cold.

Cloudy, and cold.

"17. Sa. We had a real north east storm of wind, snow and rain,
from ~bout 9 o'clock last night, till 7 or 8 this morning.
It snowed
rirst, and then rained. The snow is nearly or quite all gone now, {i
till 9, p.m.)
I made brooms, mended my old boots, etc. to-day. Mollie now has sixteen nice, corn brooms,--enough I think to last her one year at least.
For the week ending Saturday 24.
School increased some"this week, but small yet. Weather very cold.
Dismessed school on Friday·evening till Tuesday morning. I lectured
my students on the importance of going to school, and learning all
they can while young, and t.he n left it to then to say how much holyday we should have; They said--One ~!
Think I must give them some
apples in the way of a treat. On Sat. 24, I built an ash-house,
in
which to save the ashes, got wood for Sunday, etc.
Sunday 25. Christmas. A nice day, and not near as cold as yesterday.
Caleb came after us so we went over to Pa's. Just as we were sitting
d0wn to dinner our old friend and neighbor A.H.
Thomasson, Esq. drove
up. We were truly glad to see him. He has sold out in Iredell,
so
he informed us, and has bought the Yadkinville hotel. We wish him
great success in his new business. He is now in Town.
May he fill
his pockets with hard dollars instead of rocks.
Monday 26. We staid all night at Pa's.
I came home this morning to
feed, etc. Mollie came home late in the afternoon.
I mended one of
my boots in the day, and the other one at night.
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"27. T. Weather moderated very much. Yesterday and to-day were warm
days. Clouded up this evening, and I believe it is raining now, ~
past 9 p.m. Had ten scholars to-day.
This year draweth to a close. The days of 1859 will soon be numbered.
Then 1860. O! who can till what will take place in these United States
during the year 1860. The enemy of all that's good seems to be stretching every nerve for the destruction of the Union.
"28.

W.

A cool rainy day.

"29. Th. A North East rain and sleet.
heavy laden with ice in many a day.

Have not seen the trees as

·" 30. F. Cleared off warm, as usual after a sleet. School small.
Wrote a land deed for E. A. Johnson to A. C. Johnson.
The tract of
land contains 204 & 58 poles according to 1. V. Campbells survey of
Dec. 8, 1859.
"31. 0. Close of the month, and of the year '59. Commenced snowing
this forenoon, and snowed very fast for a few hours. The ground being
wet, and not frozen, a good deal of the snow melted, perhaps half,
soon after it fell. I think the snow is four or five inches deep.
Last winter we bad no snow, but any amount of rain. Hope we will have
less rain this winter, even ir we have more snow.
+Caleb {brother) and Ezeki~l Williams (brother-in-law} came over to-day.
Mr. W. took his dog, Frank, off. The snow melted some this afternoon.
I think tho' it only melted next to the ground, as it has bee cloudy
all day.
Now I've made a misstake. The things about which I am now writing took
place to-day, Jan. 1st '60, and not yesterday, Dec. 31, '59. So read
from the cross mark down for New Year's day.

ERRATA
01-26-1859

line 22

"Alcolhol's"

02-24-1859

line 7

"lodgins" should be "lodgeings"

02-27-1859

line 1

"at ile" should be "awhile

OJ-30-1859

line 1

"cripple" should

04-11-1859

line 2

''afternoon" should be "forenoon"

04-23-1859

line 2

"blanket" should be "blankets"

05-14-1859

line 2

"secon" should

06-15-1859

line 1

"sees" should be "seems"

06-18-1859

line 9

"settle" should be "settled"

08-28-1859

line 6

"coming" should be "combing"

09-03~1859

line 18

09-10-1859

line

1

should be "Alcohol's"

be

11

crippled"

11

be "second"

"wagoner" should be "waggoner"
should read, "Finished riving boards. I have
2 feet boards enough {about 1550) to cover a
sma 11 house."
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"1. S. Cloudy and cold. Staid at home.
over. Snow melted but slowly.
"2.

M.

Caleb and Mr. Williams came

Clear and v$ry cold.

TT 3. T.
Cold! cold! cold! The snow hangs on. Melts but very little
where the sun has a fair sweep, and not any at all in the shade.
TT 4. W.
Weather considerably moderated.
Snow melted off rapidly.
Had 16 scholars to-day. 12 boys & 4 girls.

·"' " 5. Th.

I thought yesterday that we would perhaps have a few days of
moderate weather, but to-day is about as cold as ever •

. " 6. F.

Cold and a little cloudy. This is the fifth week of my school.
I have not had to use 'the green' any yet. I read the 'Law of School"
most every day, and tell the scholars what I will do if they transgress
that Law. Think my scholars are as attentive and try as hard to learn
as any set I ever dealt with. If they had books enough they would
learn a great deal this session.
If I were able I would supply them
~ith good school books at my own cost; but alas! alas! I am not able
to supply: '· myself, and . 'they' saw "Charity begins at home." 'Old
Christmas' to-day.
TT?. Sa.
Another sleet. Rained lots to-day. There is more ice on
the ground,--that being completely iced over--but not so much on the
timber this sleet.

"8. S. Clear and warm. Elwood Coffin, Mr. Teatroe informed us this
forenoon, was married last week, to one Miss Dobson, of the Powder
Spring neighborrood.

"9. M. Clear and pleasant. Pa and Alexander came by on their way to
Eagle Mills. They brought us two bushels of chop meal, and took our
cotton to the gin, at Troy.
"14. Sa. Cold and rainy. It rained moderately three or four days of
this week. Taught school all the week. Went over to Pa's this afternoon, and brought home our meal, two bushels.
"15. s. Clear and pleasant. Mr. & Mrs. Williams and Caleb came over
to see us to-day. They came up last Monday. nwe like to have our
friends visit us, but visiters should not make their visits to long."
Spelling Book.
"16.

M.

Another nice, warm day.

Had, I think, sixteen scholars.

"17. T. Rain~d some this forenoon, and then cleared off a few degrees cooler. Mollie is making her second woollin dress to-night.
Green--yes, green suits her complexion perhaps as well as any color,
and green it is. In this dress she will go--not to the fair, but to
her dad's, if she can. Taught school four days this week.
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Went over to Pa's and got old Med & the wagon to haul straw.
Caleb helped me haul it.
Went to Eagle Mills. Sold our cotton, 49 lbs. at 10 cts. per pound.
No, I sold 39 lbs. & brought 10 pounds home. Got our ram skin from
the tan yard, T. Holcomb's, I paid forty cents for taning it.
"20. F.

I bought a small stack of Elwood Coffin.

" 21. Clear and pleasant. We went to Mr. Bell's.
St oped at Madison's
store, on our way, and bought a pair of cotton cards, for 50 cts; 6 yds.
of sheeting for 11 cts. 50 + 11 x 6 = $1.16.

"22.

S.

Clear and pleasant.

"23.

M.

Nice and warm.

Came home in the afternoon.

·~.

Taught school.

"24. Very nice, pleasant weather for January. Mr.
the flour of 3 bushels and 3 pecks of wheat which J.
have on a note I hold against him. $3.25 yet due on
Bell has it. Ketch me buying notes again will ye on

Bell brought us
S. Hanes let me
the note. Mr.
any man!

For the week ending Sa. 28, or for three days of that week, viz; Wed.
Th. & Fr.
Taught school five days this week. Weather a good deal colder than
it was last week, tho' not very cold yet. We have been favored with
some very pleasant weather right in midwinter. Some of the farmers
have commenced turning the soil, and making preparations for the coming
"seed time." Will they all be ready? Some no doubt will, while others
will not be ready. "Seed time, and harvest" come and go ever year, and
yet how few are ready to plant in nseed time,11 or gather in "harvest"
time. 1
"To- everything there _is a season. n "A time to plant, and a time to
pluck up that which is planed." If we fail to be ready to plant, and
to gather in the proper seasons, 0 may we not fail to be ready when
the "time to die" shall co~e. To this end, 0 God, help us to do the
will of our Father who art in heaven. Amen.
Mollie cooked the last of our pumkins this week, & made pumkin pie
for Sunday. We were looking for~~. & Mrs. Bell, but they no come.
"28. Sa. Clear, cold and windy. Killed the "old sow.'
haps one year old--not much fat, weighed 87 lbs.

She was per-

"29. S. Mollie and Jane wanted to go to Zion to hear the Rev. S.
Swaim hold forth, but I no go. So we staid at home most of the day.
Caleb came over after his dog, Dash, which had been here most of the
week.
We weighed ourselves Saturday.
I pulled down 134,--16 pounds more
than I weighed last winter, and nearly as much as I ever notched.
Mollie weighed 116, Jane 138, and Jody, bless his black peepers, weighed
35 3/4.
.
" 30. M.
A pleasant day. A little smokey.
in the mountains." Taught school.

Perhaps there is "fire
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"31st. T. And last day of Jan. A cool, rainy day. Half soled and
heeled one of Jane's shoes last night, and the other one to-night.
I
dont like to mend old shoes, but so it is, I have it to do. "A penny
saved is a penny gained." I can save a goodly number of pennies in a
year, by making and mending our own shoes at odd times. Then why not
do it? We have to do many things which we do not like.
February 1st. W.
"2d. Th, 4 F.
scholars.

Cold weather.
Taught school five days this week.

Have about 20

"4. Sa. Mostly clear and not so very cold after the morning. Went
over to Pa's, and got him to cut me a sack coat.
Received four beautiful Primers from George F. Cooledge, N. Y. I like
them well. Wish I had enough such to supply my school. I gave one to
Victoria & Ellin.
" 5. S.

A rough time.

Haled, snowed and rained. IVJrs. Bell, Catharon
Mr. B. & Jo. left for home this

& Jo. came to see us last evening.
afternoon,
"6.

M.

in the rain.

Some warmer.

Still cloudy.

Had fifteen scholars.

For the week ending Saturday 11.
Taught school all the week.

Ma staid wi_th us Thursday night.

"12. S. Clear and pleasant. We went to Mt. Mariah to meeting. Eliza
staid with us last night and went with us to meeting. The preacher,
Rev. T. A. Nicholson, was not there. Old Mr. Huff, of Hamptonville,
gave us a short talk. In the afternoon Wm Coffin & wife came over and
sat with us till about sun set. This t.h e old man's first visit.
For the week ending Sat. 18.
Taught school five days this week. Clark staid with us Wednesday night.
Sold him about a bushel of sour crout. We have the nicest and best
crout I ever saw. Clark broke his cart, and then broke the bit off my
inch auger. I sold him two pigs--a black one and a red one,--we caught
them, but before he got off he got out of the notion of taking them.
Well, l'ts all for the best •
•

For the week ending Saturday 25th.
Taught school five days. Have a savier cold, and cough. Most of my
scholars are in the "same row," and when we all get to coughing there
is not much else to be heard. Wound up my school, Friday the 24, with
a nice little examination. The scholars performed well. I am well
pleased with· the way they conducted themselves, and studied during the
school. Believe it was the least trouble to me of any school lever
taught. One morning this week when I spoke of starting to school, ~odie
said, 11J.11.i.ake school here, make school here, Pa pa ; Jane shan't tear it
down.11
A month or so before the close of my school, I told the scholars
that the best speller in each class should have a new book. Mary Mullies
& Henry M. Campbell got them, but it was a close race, l tell you.
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Saturday 25--Cold and windy. l & Jodie went to Pa's, and Mollie & Jane
went to Wm Coffin's to a quilting.
Sunday 26--Not quite so cold as yesterday.

Wind from the S. to-day.

"27.

M.

Brought old Med home.

lam to give $20 for her.

Mollie sick.

"28.

T.

Milus Dobbins came to see me early this morning about money.

"29.

W.

A rainy day.

Made a stable door shutter, etc •

.rt~rch. 1. Th. Fixed up part of our garden fence, plowed about half
the garden, and Mollie planed her peas, sowed mustard seeds, etc.
,, 2. F.
Clear and warm. Went to Olin to be examined. Mr-, Merritt,
one of the Ex. Comm., asked me three questions,--one in Geography & two
on Arithmetic--and renewed my certificate. Col. Campbell was in Town,
so I presented my 'Draft," got pay $45 and went over and paid it all
over to Mr. Dobbins. I saw my note credited, got dinner had the 'gray
mare' fed and then put off for home. Got there in good time.
,, Jd Sa.
Clear and windy. Vt/e went to meeting. Heard the "new preacher, Isaac F. Keenens, preach for the-first
time in our lives. His text
was, "But one thing is needful; and Mary hath chosen that good part,
which shall not be taken from her," Luke X, 42.
After sermon I was appointed, or added to the list of Class Leaders. Shall I accept of the
office? There is a work for each member of the church to perform, but
is it~ work tO-lead? I feel more like I needed leading myself, that
I do like leading. I'm too blind, and if I know not the way, as I
should, how shall I lead others therein?
Help me, 0 Lord, to deny myself, to take up my cross, and to follo'w Thee.
If the Leader follow
the Great Shepard then may he be trusted to lead the sheep.
But will
the sheep follow? Some will, others will not, or at least very reluctantly, frequently straying from the fold, and generaly at a great distance behind.
It sometimes happens, on a publick day at least, that
we see members of our church not among the sober quite men of the
crowd, but with the drunken rabble, at the tale end of some liquor cart,
just where tte devil wants ttem to be. Now, what should be ~ne with
such members? They say by their actions--which is the loudest kind of
saying--that they are not followers of Christ, that they have gone over
to the ranks of the enemy. If they will suffer the devil to lead them
'captive at his own will,' why not dismiss them from the church?
" 4. S. Had a singing at the school house in No. 4, called Mullie 's
school house,
The house was crowded with young and middle aged people
who behaved themselves better rather, than I looked for. A ~r. Bennitt,
a music teacher, was there and helped me out greatly. Thanks to you,
:Mr. B.
For the week ending March 10.
This week I commenced sowing oats, sowed some ~ore clover seeds, etc.
I sowed a teacup full on a lot about three rods square, adjoining our
south door yard. Guess if they all "come up" the clover will be thick.
We staid at Pa's one night this week.
Saturday was a very cold day.
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It snowed a little in the afternoon. Wind blew hard from the north
west. The broken clouds flew by in rapid succession, droping as they
passed a few flakes of snow. Such seems to me to be the coldest kind
of weather. 0 how I like on such days to be shut in from the storm.
"A few more bating winds and rains," and we shall all be in the grave-shut in form the storms and troubles of earth. But how shall we fare
in the next world? (Dr. George F. Willson, just a short time before
his death, ±n speaking of the next world, said he reconed he should
have to take it as .he took this,--from the stump. Said he had no one,
when a boy, to help him along in the world. And the old man wept like
a child.) Shall we be "cast adrift on the billows," or safely housed
in heaven?
"Oh God forbid the~ should fall,
And lose our everlasting all,
But may we rise on wings of love,
And soar to the blest worlds above."
"11.

S.

A clear, pleasant day.

Staid at home.

"12. M. Went to Pa's and got a small load of cow feed--straw & shucks-and by the time~ got home with it the wind blew so hard I had to let
it stay on the wagon till next morning.
It turned very cold again this
afternoon.
This is certainly the "blowing month."
"13. T. A very cold mornin~. The wind blows yet, but not so violently. Cut timber, split the rails, hauled them, and finished our garden
fence.
" 14. W.
"15. Th.
oats.

Sowed oats, planted part of our potatoes, etc.
Finished planting the taters, after which I went to sowing

"16. F. I've not plowed a whole day this week, I thought to plow all
day to-day, but lo! the "but sheep," as Vic, Ellin & Jodie call he{r)
because she butted them, got out, and I had to go and hunt her. And
then the cow failed to come home last night, and I must go and hunt
her. So I was hindered about three hours from my plow, and did not
find either the sheep or the cow. Mollie found the sheep and let her
in again, but as for the old cow we wot not what has become of her.
"17. S. Went over to Pa's, and finding the old cow, Lill, there I
led her tome with a rope tied round her under jaw. That is the best
way to lead cows I ever tried. Years ago I bought one of Uncle Flem.
Thomasson, and undertook to drive her home, a distance of about twelve
miles, with a line tied round the posture joint of one, I forget which,
of her forelegs.
She tried hard to get loose, and finally succeed3d
after skinning my hands terably, and draging me through the bushes no
little.
I lost two, 3 or 4 days hunting of her, whereas if I had had
her fastened by the under jaw at first instead of the fore foot I might
have conquered her so easily.
I came off and left her.
"18.

Sun.

"19.

M.

A rainy day.
Rained some this morning too.
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For the week ending ~~rch 24.
Weather cool, windy and dry. Finished sowing oats, and commenced breaking up my corn land. I also cut timber (old field pines) and split 200
rails. I cut & split in the forenoon, and plowed in the afternoon.
On Saturday we went to Mr. B's. They have there now two babies. One
is nearly as old as Jodie, and can neither walk nor talk, tho' its a
very fat baby. There other one was just born a few days since, has a
full head of black hair. I staid a 11 night, or slept, at Shade '.s ,
Mollie & Jodie staid at her pa's.

"25. Sun. Cool and windy. Came home in the afternoon. Have not
missed anything yet but my curry comb, which has either "strayed or
been stolen" undoubtedly.
I had it Sat. eve. just before we left, and
I think I hung it on the peg where I usually hung it. Where its ione,
and bow it fares I know not.
26. M. Windy
ed in the p.m.
11

&

cool.

Cut and split rails in the forenoon and plow-

"27. T. A cold, frosty morning. This is cold weather for March. Fear
it will injure my oats. Work, the same as yesterday, and a little samer
for I built Mollie an ash hopper to-day.
2s; W. Anoth~r big frost. Think most of the peaches are killed. Cut
and split my usual number (50) of rails this forenoon and plowed the p.m.
11

11 29. Th.
Another stout frost. Clear and a good deal warmer. Cut
rail timber till breakfast, then plowed till dinner, and in the afternoon I went to the smith shop lWm Louis') with my plows, and then on to
Eagle Mills, where I bought thirteen pounds of iron at 5~ cts,---71~
·
three
do of coffee at 16 2/3
50
one pound of soda at 10 cts---------10
Half gallon mollasses at 50 cts-----25
Total amount-------------r:5'b~
11 30. F.
Went over to Pa's, got a bushel and a half of the three
bushels of corn I bought of Caleb, and took it to mill. Split a few
rails in the afternoon.
Pa this day received a letter from Rev. Morgan Bryant containing a
receipt for Dr. Henderson's remedy for diseased lungs. It is a simple
nhing, but very good no doubt. I am trying it. It is this,--Take a
teaspoon-full of the expressed juice of hoarhound, in a jill of new
milk every morning, warm. This is not a "bitter pill.11

31. Sat. This has been a very windy month, and the wind has at times
(a good deal of the time too) been very cold.
Mollie went to circuit preaching to-day at Mt. Moriah. I & Jodie stayed at home. I laid down 30 or 40 worm poles of the fence between my
gates.
11

Aoril 1st. Sunday.
Cloudy and rained a little.
We went over to Pa's. Rev. T.
funeral there (at Pa1s} to-day
the first Sunday in May. I ( t J
ground is getting very dry and

A. Nicholson was to have preached Aunt1s
but he was not there. He is to preach it
rained two small showers to-day. 'I'he
hard.
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"2. M. Cool and windy.
in the afternoon.

Laid fence worm in the forenoon, and fenced

"J. T. Warm and windy. Pa came over and got some red lead, lamp
black, etc. to paint his new wagon. Split rails, cut timber, etc.

,

"4. W. Warm. Rained a little this forenoon, but not enough to soften
the ground so that I can plow. Cleaned out my stable while it was
raining.
Cut timber and split rails this afternoon. Mollie has four
hens setting now, on about sixty eggs.
"5. Th. Warm and windy. Finished getting the rails, 530, for the
cross fence between my gates, cleaned up part of the hedge row, etc.

"6. F. Went over to Pa's and brought home the meal, one an a half
bushels, which they had ground for us. Helped Mollie plant the garden beans, five rows of them, in the afternoon. Dry weather.
"7. Sat. Warm, and a:little cloudy. Went to the smith shop, W. L's.,
and to Eagle Mills. Bought three boxes of matches with four rabbit
skins, and one quart of Hungarian grass seeds for which I paid ten
cents. Got back home about, or a little before 12 o'clock. Sowed part
of my grass seeds in the afternoon. Sowed them on land that was in
corn last year, plowed them in with a scooter plow and then drug a
pine top over them to pulverize the soil and level its surface somewhat.
"8. Easter Sunday, but no dyed eggs in our camp. "I, myself" used to
think a great deal o~( a dyed egg at Easter. "When I was a child, I
thought as a child;" but now, being a man, I had just as soon have a
white egg as a black one, and sooner too.
It rained a light shower this morning about day dawn.
Our kinfolks, MEry & Williams, and Charles & Jane, came to see us today. It rained lots this afternoon, so its wet and warm.

"9. M.

A very warm day. Our company all left this morning.
over to Pa's and got a peck of seed corn.
"· 10. T. 11. W.
"12.

Th.

"13.

F.

"14.

Sat.

"15.

S.

Went

Warm, Plowed.

Commenced planting corn.
Planted corn.
Plowed--listing for corn.
A rainy day,

I think.

" 16. M. 17. T; 18. W; 19. Tl:; 20. F; 21. Sat. Planted corn, cool s.
rainy oart of the week. I got one bushel of sweet potatoes of Shadrack
Myers iast week for which I paid him fifty cents. We planted part of.
them and beded out the rest. On Th. 19 of this week--a cool rainy day-Caleb came after Mollie to go and help make his coat, or rather he
brought the coat here for her to make, but she concluded to go to Pa's
and make, or help make, the coat there, so we gathered up and off w~
went. 0ta id a 11 night with z eke & Mary for the ti r-s t time in our lives.
I had staid with t.hem before but .Mollie&., Jo1Jy-had not, i. e. at their
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house. On F. 20. l came home and hauled rails to make the cross fence
between my gates. A warm day. Had a fine rain in the afternoon.
Staid by myself at night. On Sat. 21. I took the wagon home after I
finished hauling rails.
"22. S. Went to the Quarterly meeting at Mt. Mariah. Heard the Elder,
Rev. Bobbitt preach a choice sermon from "Be ye therefore perfect, even
as your father which is in heaven is perfect.11
Matt. V, 48.

23. M; 24. T; 25. W;
Coffins.
11

" 26. Th; 27. F.

Planted corn.

finished the field t awards

Plowed up my tobacco patch.

11 28.
Sat. A cool rainy day. Went to the shop & to Eagle Mills.
Bought half a set of knives & forks, Mollie a pair of shoes, two pounds
of shugar, bottle sweet oil.

" 29. S.

Mollie sick.

"JO. M. Went to N's Mill and bought forty pounds of flour at 2~ cts.
oer lb. Commenced plowing my corn, or breaking out middles rather where
the land had not been broken up.

May l~ T.

Rained a good deal last night, and some this morning. Put
up most of the cross fence between my gates. Mollie got some cabbage
plants at Coffins to-day & we set them out after supper.

11 2. W.
Cool, cloudy & windy. Rained a few light sprinkles. Finished
my cross fence, plowed some, etc. My clover looks fine. Its about a
foot high, and is beginning to bloom. Raise clover, every body.

" .3. Th.

Clear and w'indy .s omewha t ,

"4. F. Mostly clear and tolerbly warm. Plowed yesterday and to-day
too till dinner. Heard a locust to-day--the first one for this year.
His long and doleful cry of "Pharoah, Pharoah," reminds us of one whose
relations are all lost, and he alone is left to tell of their sad fate.
Poor Locust, how lonesome.
We hear nothing much these nights but
"Whipperwill, Wbipperwill. '' Went over to Pa's this afternoon. Bought,
at Madison's, half gallon molasses at .50 per gal .•..•.. 25.
11

5. Sat.

Warm weather.

Replanted corn till dinner.

6. S. Clear (it was a little cloudy this morning) and quite warm.
Staid at home and read our books. I read of Brown University in the
state of R. I. It was, so says the book, founded in 1764.
Has about
150 students, and 25,000 vol's in its library.
Rev. Silas Livermore,
Teacher of the School now at East Bend, it is said, is a· graduate of
this old institution.
I also read a chapter in the "Chain of Sacred
Wonders11--the meeting of Moses and Aaron. They met on Mount Horeb, and
oroceeded at once to Egypt where their brethren were in bondage. They
ied them out, and started thro' the wilderness for the land of Canaan.
11
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I guess they might have had a pleasant tripof it if they had only done
right. · When they were in want of food the Lord gave them quails for
supper and manna for breakfast; and when they were thirsty the water
gushed forth from the dry rock; How could a people thus blessed, sin
against Him from whom they received those blessings? Yet they did sin,
and hence they were made to wander in the wilderness for forty years,
and to suffer many savere afflictions.
"God is angry with the wicked
every day," and He will by and by destroy them; but He will bless those
who do his will.
"Thee, then, my God and King,
In all things may I see;
And what I do, in anything,
May it be done for thee!"

"?. M. Clear and quite warm. Replanted corn in the forenoon. In the
afternoon I sheared two of our sheep--the 2 we have at home. We have
but 4 old ones and 2 lambs. Two of the old ones and one lamb are at
Pa's yet. Tomorrow we are to go over there and fleece them. A swarm
of bees oassed over the field in which I was at work to-day. The first
swarm I've seen or heard of this year.
We have at this time sixty young chickens.
"8. T. We went over to Pa's and sheared the sheep. I sheared mine,
and one of Pa's. Alexander sheared his, and Mr. Williams his, and helped Caleb shear P~'s. Had a fine rain in the evening. I'm told that in
the neighborhood of Mt. ~~riah there was a severe hail storm. The stones,
it is said, were as large as hen's eggs.

"9. W.
11

Re-planted corn.

10. 'I'h .

A rainy day •

Ma de Jody a little bench, etc.

-

11. F. Went to the shop in the forenoon and got old Med shod before
with a bran new pair of shoes. Plowed in the afternoon.
11

"12.

Sat.

Plowed.

Rained a little in the afternoon.

"13. S. Cloudy. We went to Pa's to meeting. Rev. T. A. Nicholson
preached Aunt's funeral there to-day. His text was, 111 am the resurrection and t l:e life:" etc. John XI, 25 & 26.
"· 14. M. Rained this morning.
I went to Pa's and ground my new ax
for the first time, got one bushel of corn and came home and went to
replanting corn.
"15.

T.

Plowed.

"16. W.
Do
and finished planting corn in the afternoon.
I had
left a patch for tobacco, but plants being hard to come at I concluded
to plant it in corn. Had a heavy rain this evening and a light sprinkle
of hail.
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Th.
Ground to wet to plow.
Sprouted oats and wheat part of the
Old Med sick again.
She had an attack of the "be Ll.y aken", as

Louisa would say, in the forenoon.
I rubed her, and slaped her in the
flank with my open hand a few times, rode her about in a piert trot,
etc. till she was as I thought well again.
But just before sun set her disease returned.
I tried the rubing,
slaping and riding again but there seemed to be no virtue in it this
time, so I sent Mollie & Jody over to Wm Coffin's, and I put out on
the old gray to Pas to get Mr. Williams to help me take her thro' a
"cor-ae of medicine. TT I had to lay whip and keep her in a smart trot
to prevent her getting down to roll on the way. When I got to Williams'
the whole family was in bed, but I rousted them in short notice, and I
and Mr. W. commenced the 'corse' by first drenching with sage tea &
Mollasses; next with Jerusalem Oak root tea & milk; and lastly with
dissolved Asafetida, rubing of her with a pole, etc. etc. between doses.
SDe got better about midnight and between one and two o'clock we stabled her and went to bed.
"18.

F.

Med seems well as ever.

Had another fine rain this afternoon.

"19. Sat. Clear and cool. Went to mill in the forenoon and replanted
corn in the p.m. Mollie & Jody went to Williams' after guiney eggs.
Ttey got seven. Mollie came home sick, so I had to feed the pigs &
chickens, milk the old cow, etc, etc, et£. ·
--

TT

20. S.

"21.

M.

Clear and pleasant.
Plowed.

=

~taid at home and read our books.

Went to mill in the evening after our corn meal.

"22.· T. Plowe~. Had a nice little shower of rain this afternoon.
Our Beets, Beans & Potatoes look well; Onion fine; Peas tall; Cabbages
only midling.
"23.

W.

Plowed.

Corn quite small.

"24. Th. Plowed.
We went over to Mr. Williams' this evening to go
to Clark's cherry orchard to-morrow.
TT 25. F.
Rained lots last night.
Still very cloudy and rained some
tbis forenoon, so our cherry trip is all over for to-day.
Came home
after dinner and finished sprouting the May wheat, which is, I guess,
at least one third if not half, smut. I would like well to know what
causes the smut in wheat.

" 26. Sat. Cut some dry house logs. sprouted oats, etc. etc. Had
another light fall of rain this evening, with a brisk wind.
Cloud
came over from the North.
From May 26 to July 15 I wrote none in my Diary.
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About the 30 of May, I think it was, we had a very heavy rain. June
was a dry month. Wheat in this country is very sorry--not half a crop.
Mine just about doubled itself, i.e. I raised about seven bushels from
3~ of seed. This is poor incouragement for the .farmer. What! Wheat
only double itself when at least 8 or 10 to one was expected!
Well that is indeed, a poor turnout, but the fault is ours. We have
been blessed for a number of years with heavy wheat crops, so I guess
some were ready to conclude that wheat would grow almost anyway. Hence
but little attention was paid either to the seed or the soil, so a
failure this year is no more than we might have looked for.
"He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread, 11 but he that
only scratches and half cultivates need not e xpec t much. So, Mr. Farmer, cheer up. Cultivate your soil thorougtly; Select your seed with
more care; sow in 11seed time," and then nin due season you shall reap
if you faint not." Corn looks tolerbly well yet, but unless it rains
soon the corn crop will be cut short too. Then we shall have another
"hard year. IT
On Sat. 7 of July we had rain, but not enough to wet the ground deep.
That was tax paying day. I went over to Williamsburg and made my return, paid my tax--~2.20, heard the candidates speak, etc.
"8. Sunday. Cleared off to-day. We went to the Wuaker church to
monthly meeting. Heard An~ Benbow preach. She gave us, as I ttink,
very 'good advice'.

" 9. M.

Went over to Pa's, and I
15 feet long for Pa's new wagon.

&.

Mr. Williams made hay racks 14 or

11 10 T.
Mr. W. came home with me last evening, and to-day we hauled
at one load my whole crop of wheat to Wm Dennies thrashing machine.

"11.
"12.

W.

The warmes€"ctay ~e've had.

Cool & dry.

Plowed a liitle late in the p.m.

Plowed & hoed corn.

IT 13.
Quite cool. Went to mill. Mr. Williams came over and borrowed
two bushels of wheat of me, and we went on to mill together.
11

14. Sat.

Very unwell.

"· 15. S.

Staid at home all day.

" 16. M.

Commenced making hay.

IT

17 . T •

1-'Ia de hay •

18. Planted 3 stack poles.
and stacked our hay.
IT

Borrowed Wm Coffins wagon, hauled up

IT 19. Th.
A little cloudy. This has been a great week so far for hay
making. Hauled and stacked our oats this forenoon, took C's wagon
home, etc.

"20.

F.

Plowed and hoed corn, etc.
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IT 21.
Sat. Commenced cleaning off a spot
spring, for a turnip patch.

of branch bottom, above the

IT 22.
Sunday. A little cloudy. I think it thundered some early this
forenoon, so I hope we'll have rain to-day for it is very warm and very
dry. The corn and garden stuff in genearal is drying up. Many of the
corn tassels are dead and dry. The wheat crop failed, and if the corn
fails too, what will tte people do for bread?
Had a fine rain, with some hail, this afternoon. ·

"23. M. Had more rain this forenoon which revived our drooping corn.
There is a kind of ant, or woodlouse, which is doing bad work to many
of the corn stalks. They commence at the root and cut the stalk out
·as hollow as a reed. I suppose the dry weather is the cause of their
letting in on the corn.
IT

24. T.

Clear and pleasant.

Plowed in my corn.

11 25. W.
Clear and c col. Finished 'plowing my corn. It looks now
like _being dry weather again. I hear tho' a rumbling noise now and
then which seemi to come from the North East, but it is perfectly clear
in that direction. It may be thunder, or it may be something else,-perhaps Mr. S. Myars' thrashing machine.
11 26.
Hoed corn in the forenoon. From the amount of rain that fell
this afternoon I guess the noise I heard yesterday was thunder. The
rain to-day was almost up to the May shower. Guess the corn, etc. etc.
will grow now. Hope ~he corn crop will be good, as that is our dependance this year.
·
11

27. F.

Rained a light shower to-day.

IT 28.
Sat~ Cut some rail timber, made a stake & pole fence from the
stable to the garden, etc. Mollie went to the Quaker Church and heard
one Silas Carter, from Ohio, preach. She says he preached loud and long.

"29.

S.

Rained a light shower last night, and is cloudy this

''JO. M. Jl. T.
August 1. W.

Dry weather.

morning.

Worked on my cross fence, etc. etc.

Split rails, etc.

"· 2. Th. Election day.
burg and voted for

Cloudy in the forenoon.

Went over to Williams-

11 3,
F. Went over to Pa's, got Pone and the wagon and hauled my rails,
poles, stakes etc to finish my cross fence. Mr. Williams helped me,
and after we were done we went to D. Johnson's saw mill after a load
of plank for him. Rained a light shower in the afternoon.

4. Sat. Warm & dry. We went to see Charles & Jane this evening for
the first time. They live at the saw mill.
11
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"5. S. We went to Holly Springs to the "big meeting." Heard the Rev.
Dr. Parks hold forth to a large crowd. His text was "ls there no balm
in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of
the daughter of my people recovered?" Jeremiah VIII, 22. Dr. P. is
by far the ablest Baptist preacher I've heard in this country, but
there are a great many that seem to have but very little if any confidence in him. He "s pea ke t h peaceably to his neighbor with his mounth,
and tries to be every bodies man. Rained a light shower.
11

6. M.

Finished my cross fence, etc.

"7. T.

Mollie went to her pa's.

8. W.

Commenced our dry house.

11

Noel came home with her.

9. Th. We, I & Noel worked on our dry house.
taken sick last night.

I & Mollie were both

11

"10. F.

Worked at the dry house.

Had a heavy rain this afternoon.

11.- Sat. Rained a good deal this forenoon.
went to Pa's.
11

11

12. S.

Noel went home, & I

Rained aga i.n this forenoon, and is still cloudy at 12 o'clock.

"13. M. Rained a great deal last night and to-day.
is thoroughly wet now for the first time since May.
drawers.

Guess the ground
Mad t e) dry house

"14. T. Finished daubing' our dry house, raised a blast, put in a
drawer or two of peaches.
"15. W. Clear and cool. Made dry house drawers, gathered peaches
and put them in' to dry, etc.
"16. Th. Clear, and warmer than yesterday and day before. Went over
to Pa's.
I and Mr. Williams took 2 logs to the saw mill, (D. Johnson's)
at one load, and brought back a load of slabs to cover our dry house.
In the afternoon we hauled two loads of wood for the dry house.
n 17.
Clear and tolerbly warm.
etc. etc.

Mad e dry house drawers, put in peaches,

n 18. Sat.
A little cloudy & warm. Dried peaches, went to mill, etc.
Jesse Teatro said it would take our dry house a week to dry off, but
we find he was was mistaken for we started the fire in it T. morning
the 14 and have dried the house, and about two bushels of fruit, one
of whole peaches and one cut off, besides about two bushels more nearly dry.
·

"19.

S.

Clear and warm, 9 A. M.

"20.

M.

Dried peaches.

Staid at home.

Rained a nice shower.

11
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" 21. T.

Dried peaches, etc.

"22. W. Put the last of our peaches that are ready for drying in the
house to-day. Went to Eagle Mills this afternoon to see what peaches
are worth in that market. Found them worth 4 cts only.
" 23. Th. Took 53:k lbs. peaches to l\iladison' s store and sold them at
four cents per pound. Paid all I was owing there, and bought a coffee
mill for 65 cts. We have been keeping house over five years without a
coffee mill! We now have one, but as coffee is selling at 20 cts per
lb, I guess we'll not have much to grind.
" 24. F. Took 53 ~ lbs pe ache s to Eagle Mills. Paid off my book acct,
and bought Jody a hat; price $1.15; Half a bushel of salt 55 cts, two
boxes matches 5 cts.
" 25. Sat. We staid at Pa's last night. Took the last of our peaches,
80 pounds, that we dried this hitch, to Eag. Mills this afternoon. We
dried in about a week 187 pounds of peaches for market, besides some
on the seed for our own use, which at 4 cts a pound came to $7.48.
I paid off my book acct at E. M. too, and bought a bunch of yarn, some
sugar, an iron square, etc. etc.
"26. S. We went over to Pa's this afternoon. Stoped at the Pole cat
p Lace , on our way, and got some choice peaches--indian, plums & self.
"27.

M.

Staid at William's last ni~ht.

A little cloudy in A. M.

,

"28. T. Went to Eagle Mills after our wool rolls.
They are not carded very well.
"29.

W.

Fixed the door steps, cut 2 saw logs, etc.

Have ten pounds.
Sowed our turnips.

"JO. Th. Cloudy and rained some this morning. Coffins brought over a
load of peaches to dry in our dryhouse. We are drying a few more.
" 31. F.

Rained a light shower this p.m.

September 1st Sat. We have had another week of pleasant weather. We
went to Pa's to-day to make cider. Made 6 or 7 gallons of very good.
Think that will make vinegar enough to last us at least one year.
"2. S.
day.

Somewhat cloudy.

"' 3. Mr.
" 4. T.

A cool, rainy day.

Wind from the north east.

Staid at home all

Mended Mollie's shoes.

Still cloudy, but did not rain much to-day.

Mad e Jody a pair

of shoes.

" 5. W. Cleared off warm. Went to see the Committee men in District
No. in the forenoon, and to mill in the afternoon. Mary Bowers is here
this week spining our wool rolls.
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"6. Th. 7. F. 8. Sat.

Warm weather, very warm for Sept.
weather being quite favorable for that work.

Made hay, the

"9. S. Clouded up this forenoon, rained some and turned a few degrees
cooler. We went to Mt • .Moriah to meeting. The house was crowded.
Heard two sermons--one at 11 by the preacher in charge, and the other
at about 3 o'clock by Rev. W. L. Van Eaton. The first was a very good
sermon from "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock," Revelation III,
20. Mr. Van's text was "When a few years are come, then I shall go the
way whence I shall not return.n Job. XVI,22.
"10. M. Cloudy and cool. I went to mowing, and Mollie went to meeting.
Pa preached. At night we all went. There were nine or ten who came
forward, at the close of the sermon, to be prayed for. One of them,
Nettie Clark, was converted. The text to-night was, 11He that, being
often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and
that without remedy," Prov. XXIX, 1. Keenins preached.
"11. T. We went to meeting to-day, and at night also. Pa preached
in the day, and Tommy Nicholson at night. Had a good time. Many felt,
I guess, that it was good for them to be there.
"12. W. 13. Th. Made hay, gathered fodder, etc. Meeting again tonight (Thursday) We went out. Keerins preached from, "And I looked,
and behold, a pale horse; and his name that sat on him was Death, and
bell followed with him,11 Rev. VI,8.
" 14 -. F.

Gather,ed fodder, etc.

" 15. Sat
Do
do
in the forenoon, and in the afternoon I
went to Eagle Mills & to Laurel Falls. We have had cool weather this
week. Some say there was frost in places, and I guess there was, tho'
I did not see any.
"16.

S.

Staid at home.

"23. S. We started over to Pa's this morning, but we did get far on
our way before we met Mollie's father & mother coming here, so we came
back and did not go to Pa's till late in the afternoon. Then as Mr. &
Mrs. B. went on home we accompanied them that far. Found Mr. 'vVilliams,
who has had the fever for some days a little better than he had been.
Pa and Ma are well nigh run down. They have a great deal to do, and
but little help. I went over there the otter day and found mother
washing for Mar-y l Now .Ma has not, since I can remember been used to
washing for her own family. Old Aunt Mary done the washing as she was
able, and longer too. Then sister Martha who is now in that good world
where
"Sickness, sorrow, pain &. death
Are felt and feared no more,11
took her place at tte tub. I have assisted her many a time. And now
for~~ to have to wash for Mary's family in her old days, I think it is
hard, to hard, to be borne. But Ma will do as she will do. She slaves
herself mor~ than is realy necessary I think.
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" 24. M. Came home after late breakfast, and went to work at my fodder.
Warm with signs for rain.
"25. T. We went over to Pa's, Mollie to dye her cotton yarn; myself
to help Caleb stack Williams' hay.
"Do not delay, till tomorrow,
Things that should be done to-day."
And again,"If you have a thing to do, do it at once," "for thou knowest not what a day may bring t'or-th ;"
That hay was ready, and I think it might have been stacked one Saturday.
"26.

W. 27. Th.

"28.

F.

" 29.

sa t

Worked at my fodder.

Mollie went to meeting.
.

Cloudy and cool.

Tied fodder.

"JO. S. Still cloudy and cool. Mollie went over to Pa's this morning to see how they all are. I told her if Mr. Williams was bad to
send Caleb after me. Caleb came and said they thought he lMr. W. J was
dieing when he left. I w~nt over. Found him very low, tho' he still
knew me. The Drs. Cash, Cranfill & Pa, have given him out. They say
he cant get well. Poor man. If he is only ready to die, and sister
Mary tells me that he says he is. Well I trust that he is and that
te will soon be with Jesus.
0 that we may all meet him in heave~.
Oct. 1. M.
discover.

Mr. Williams

is yet alive, but not any better that we can

" 2. T • .1\'1.r. W. is alive yet, and seems a little better, tho' we all
thought last night that he would not live till day, and sent out for
the neighbors to come in and lay him out.
"J. W. Mr. William~commenced
getting worse last evening, and conti~ued to get worse & worse till to-day, Oct. 3, 1860, between the hours of
12 & one o'clock he died.
Poor man. No tongue in this world can tell what he suffered. Hope he
is now at rest. "There is a rest remains for the people of God,n and
we hope our departed brother has entered into that rest. He had been
for some years, I know not how many, a member of the M. E. Church.
He told his wife frequently during his illness that he should not get
well; that he was going to live with the Good ~mn. 0 that you, and I,
reader may meet him in that bright world where parting is unknown, Amen.

"4. Th.

Rained last evening, last night and this

afternoon, a great

deal.

"5. F. Brother Wiley, who came up Tuesday evening, left for home this
morning early. We also came home.
Mollie had not been here since Sunday morning, and I only a few minutes--long enough to feed the pigs,
see to a few other things, etc--at a time.
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Gathered chestnuts, etc.

"7. S. Cool, cloudy and very damp tho' it did not rain much.
over to Pa's and staid all day and all night.
" 8.

M.

"9. T.

Cleared off warm.

We went

We came home th is forenoon, and went to work.

Cut some firewood, etc.

11 10.
W. Went over to Pa's and helped Caleb cut and haul a load of
wood, haul over the poles and forks of two tobacco scaffolds, etc. In
the afternoon I came home and hauled some rails & wood.

"11. Th. Cloudy & cool. Rained some last night.
stacked my -top fodder, stacked my clover hay, etc.
in the afternoon.

Hauled up and
Took the wagon home

12. F. Took our chestnuts, about 7~ gallons to market. I only got
.50
75 cts for them, which I laid out as follows:-one gal. molasses
one half gal jug
.10
five pounds rye
.10
A little black pepper-.05
.75
Went
to
the
shop
and
had
old
Med
" 13 .- _Sat.
Cloudy, cool and windy.
shod hef ore • ,
11

"14. S. Cool, and rainy in the forenoon. The campmeeting at Union
Grove is now in session. We talked of going over, but it is to cold
and wet to be out, so we staid at home all day.

,.

"15. M. We had a killing frost this morning. I went over to Pa's this
morning and helped Caleb cut tobacco, which, being green and frost bit'ten too, is hardly worth saving. We cut the most of it down, and piled
it in and about the fence corners and left it. Guess the tobacco crop,
as a general thing, is rather light this year, as it was planted late,
and the early part of the season was dry.
A. C. Johnson departed this life last evening at, I'm told, about seven
o'clock. His disease was fever. Dr. Cranfill says it is the same ailment that once bore the name of "cold plague. 11
From what I've heard of Alexander's conversation, during has last illn€ss, I think he is now in a better world than this. I hope so. Life
is very uncertain. Ezekiel and Alexander were both stout, hearty men
a few weeks ago. Now they are in their graves. The 'pale horse' and
his rider has passed over two strong men in the prime of' life. The
young and the old, the strong and the weak, the rich and the poor, all
die. None are exempt from death. Then, as we know not the day nor the
hour in which we shall be called hence, it is very important that we be
always ready. To this end, 0 Lord,
"Help us to watch and pray,
And on thyself rely."
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"16. T.
Another very heavy frost this morning.
Clear and warm after
"early day."
We went to the Buck Shoal grave yard and saw Alexander's
body deposited there.
Our relations are rapidly passing away, and we,
too, will soon be gone.
"17. W.
Warm, and somewhat cloudy in the afternoon.
Mollie
see her sister Jane Benbow, who has an heir--a fine son.
"18.

Th.

A rainy

went to

day.

"19. F.
A stormy day.
The wind blew very hard from the north east,
and it rained nearly the whole day.
The wind blew over one of our bee
stands and made a smash of the honey comb.
We saved the honey--a gallon or so of it.
The poor bees are left in Yery destitue circumstances.
Their house tilted over, honey all gone, (they had no bread) and winter,
cold winter, close at hand.
I would advise them to pay some one of
their friends-a rich sister have--a visit, a Christmas visit, and stay
all winter if it would be no interruption.
Then in the spring they
could swarm out in search of a new home, which being found they could

go.to work and make a fresh start in the world. But bees, like some
people in this world, love themselves more than they do their neighbors,
so, when the honey & bread seasons are over, they are "done taking in.11
These bees are much like a poor friendless family burned out of house
and home. To perish with cold and hunger seems to be their doom.
"20. Sat. Another rainy day. I've made preparations yet for sowing
wheat more than sprout the ground. I walked out in the woods to-day
and saw many a large, green tree stretched full length upon the earth.
Giants of the forest, which have stood the storms of many winters,
gave way to the blast on the morning of the 19th inst.
I have, perhaps, hea~d the wind blow as hard for a few minutes--yes,
and perhaps, all day like ·it blew this time. It blows as hard I guess
every March, but the trees then being striped of their leaves, it does
not damage the timber so much. There is scarcely a tree in the woods
which did not lose a limb on last Friday, and many of them lost their
lives.
"21. S. It rain~d a great deal last night. No rain to-day, but it
is not exactly clear yet. Mollie has been sick for three or four days,
and I've had to do the cooking, etc. which however has not been a very
heavy task· as we have but little to cook. We have bee~ living for several days on little roots, many of which are so small it .t ake s two or
three of them to make a mouthfull, which we call "sweet potatoes."
We also have apples, beets, honey, molasses, now and then a chicken,
a few eggs, etc. If we only had plenty of good milk and butter to
add to our list we could live 'fat and full.'
11

22. M.

Went to mill, and to Pa's.

11

23. T.

Cut fire wood, etc.

Pa and sister Eliza are both sick.

Warm.

24. W. We went over to Pa's. I helped Caleb haul one load of wood,
and then came home, leaving Mollie & Jody at Pa's, and hauled two loads
for us.
11
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"25. Th. We came home this morning tolerbly early. I hauled ten two
horse loads of manure on a piece of ground I expect to sow in Holt
wheat. I did not get done in the day, so I hauled 2 or J loads after
night. Caleb had come after the wagon & team, about sun set, but as
I was not ready to give them up he had to "Wait for the wagon."

"26. F.
to fatten.

Hunted up our hogs; brought three of them home, and pened one
We are meat hungry.

" 27. Sat. Spread manure, went to Pa's after old Med, some see wheat,
a op Le s , etc. This has been quite a pleasant week.
'Indian Summer."
"Of all the months that crown the year,"
it seems to me that October is one of the most pleasant.
"When woods
begin to wear the crimson leaf" the landscape is so beautiful, and
the weather so delightful.
"28. S. A little cloudy, and some what cooler. Wind from
east. I, this morning, finished reading a little book--the
Essays of Dr. B. Franklin, which alas! I ought to have read
fifteen years ago. I think every young person in the world
read that book. Reader, If you have never read "Franklin's
Essays" procure a copy without delay· and read it carefully.
industrious, honest
and frugal all the days of thy life.
,,

the north
Life and
at lea st
should
Life and
Then be

"29. M. A rainy day. We killed a shoat this afternoon. It was a few
days over a year old, and only weighed about 50 pounds. Hogs get fat
in the woods this fall as there is a great mast.
"JO. T. Cleared off to-day, and Mollie went to Pa's to see how they
are_.
She came back about night and reported, "a Ll, be t t er-v " I cut crib
poles in the afternoon.
" Jl. W. Warm, and a little cloudy. Plowed up a small portion of my
old field on which I want to sow wheat next fall. This is the last
day of October and I've not sowed any wheat yet.
November 1st Th. Wet and warm. Commenced sowing wheat this morning,
but it set in to raining again about ten o'clock, so I had to 11suspend.n
"2.

F.

A very rainy day.

"3. Sat. Clear and warm. Pa came over and I went to Thomas Holcomb's
after his leather,--a side of upper. Holcomb can tan, but he dont
curry & block well.
We went home with Pa, and then on to Mr. Bell's.

"4. S. Clear and considerably cooler.
Came home in the afternoon late.
"5. M.

We staid at Shades last night.

A stout frost, and the ground a little crusty.
tho' the ground was full wet to plow.

"6. T.

Sowed wheat,

Clear & pleasant. Went to the Election and voted for J.
Breckenridge & Joseph Lane.
Called at W. Mulliesr on my way tome and got our new tub.

c.
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Nov.

W.

Sowed wheat.

Th.

"9. F.

Cloudy & cool.

Do

A very rainy day.

Went to mill.

"10. Sat. Clear and windy, but not very cold. Shade & Jane came to
see us tris evening, and brought us about a peck of fine sweet potatoes,
of which we were very glad.
11. S. Clear and warm. We all went to Zion to the "big meeting. 11
Heard the Rev. Calwell Carter, a young chap, try to preach.
His text
was, 11Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid
him, and I will take him away." John XX, 15.
11

" 12. M. Clear & pleasant. Finished sowing wheat, if I do not get
more to sow. I've sowed two bushels--all I had.
"13.
"14.

Got up our potatoes.
W.

We have about four bushels.

Gathered corn.
'

"15. Th. We staid at Pa's last night. This morning I helped haul a
load of wood, two loads of corn, etc. We came home in the afternoon.
"16. F. Hauled in the most of our corn to-day.
in the shuck.
I know not how it will keep.

We are cribing it

" 17. Sat. A rainy day. Rained lots last night, but not very much
to-day. Took the wagon home, hauled a part of Mary's things down to
Pa's, hauled them a load of fire wood, etc.
"18. S. We went to Zion to the "big meeting" which did not brake till
to-day. The Rev. G. W. Brown preached. His text was, "Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.11
"19. M. Went over, armed and equiped, to commence school, but found
no one there. The chair, desk & black board were gone, the house in
miserable condition and the door locked. I sat on the door step a
few minutes, waiting for some one to come. I soon concluded it was
no use to stay there, so I left ror home.
11

20. T.

Cut fire wood in the meadow.

"21. W. Built a shuck pen, cut wood, etc.
it might snow.
"22.

Th.

"23. F.
chair.

Cloudy, and looks like

Got out some pines to haul, cut wood etc.
A cold damp day.

Got some split wood and bottomed Jodi's

"24. Sat. A very cold, windy day.
Got wood & pine for Sunday, warmed my fingers & toes, etc. This will do very well for winter weather.
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"25. S. Clear and cold but not so windy as yesterday.
home and no one came to see us.

We staid at

" 26. M. Got up this morning early before four o'clock even--and wrote
several lines in my Diary. Commenced school in District No. 4--same
place where I taught last winter. Had only 4 scholars.
I!

27. T.

A rainy day.

Had 7 scholars to-day.

" 28. w.
" 29. Th.

St ill rainy. ·.

JO. F.

Cool and windy.

"

Six chaps out to-day.

Cleared off last night quite warm.
Taught school.

December the first. Saturday.
Cold and windy. Snowed a little several times during the day. I went
over to Pa's early in the morning to go to mill but they said the mill
was out of fix some way so there was no chance for grinding.
I then
went out to look for our sheep--the "old but sheep" and lamb. I found
them at the widow Bryant's near Shilo. I brought them home.
In the
afternoon Richard Mullies came to look at our land. We walked round
it. I told him he could have it for three dollars an acre. He left
for home saying that he would see me again.
" 2. S.

A

tolerbly nice day.

We staid at home, and read our books.

"J.M.
Taught school. Had six scholars.
snowing in the afternoon.

Cold and cloudy.

Commence

"4. T. No School to-day. Killed two of our hogs--the two we've had
up for more than a year. They were tolerbly fat but not large. One
of them weighed 108 abd tqe other 114 pounds. Clark came after us to
go and see Pa. We went and found him very sick. Old Dr. Parks staid
with him to-night.
"5. W. Pa a little better thes morning. I came home & f'ed, salted
the meat, etc. and them went back to Pa's.
"6.

Th.

We came home.

"7. F. We went back to Pa's, and
property.
Clark is Administrator.
corn brought 63 cents per bushel.
Alexander paid $100 for a few weeks
E. L. Roughton bid her off.

I went to the sale of Alexander's
The hay & fodder went low. The
The mare--a little black--which
before his death only brought $74.25.

" 8. Sat. And to-day was the sale at I'viary's. The hay went cheap, one
stack of which she got for .25 .cts.
The sheep sold well. Frank ~~dison bid them of.f at one dollar and thirty five cents a head.
Ma r-y got
the cow too for one dollar.
Pa seemed worse again this afternoon, so
I went down after Dr. Parks. P.e did not come but sent some medicine,
and said he would be bn in the morning.
Pa has a very sore tongue, for
which te is now trying an old woman's remedy, and he says it seems to
have a good affect.
Here is the receipt.
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Take equal quantities of sweet apple tree bark, persimmon tree bark,
blackberry brier bark, and a branch of hyssop & sage. Boil down and
add Alum & saltpetre--a lump of each the size of a sparrow egg. Thicken with honey, and wash the mouth as often as desired.

"9. S.
morning,

I taught school but one day last week. Parks came on this
but did not leave Pa any more medicine.

" 10. M. I came home early and went on to my school, leaving Mollie &
Jody to come when they get ready. Cold, cloudy and damp.
" 11. T. Clear and warmer than it has been for some time. Jody went
with me to school this morning, but I forgot the keys, so we had to
come back home. I went over to Pa's. Think he is better.
"12.

W. 13. Th. 14. F.

Taught school.

"15. Sat. Snow fell last night to the depth of five or six inches.
Got wood for Sunday, etc.
n

16.

"17.
"19.
"20.

s.

Clear and warm over head.

M. 18.T.

Nice days over head.

A dark rainy day.
Th.

We staid at home all day.
Snow melted some.

Snow melted rapidly.

Creek got up.

Clea~ed off warm.

"21. F. A clear, warm day. Jody went with me to school to-day, but
he would not spell any. He had to look about and see what was going
on. He went, not to spell, but to see what was done at school. Sister
Ma r-y came over to-day and brought old Med home.
Taught school all this
week!
" 22d Sat. A tolerbly nice day. We got Wm Coffin's wagon and went to
market-~Eagle Mills--with 'our glens cloth, a few beets, etc. The cloth
we sold at fifty cents a yard. 17 x 50 = $8.50.
The beets we brought back.· We got an oven, paid 112.15 for my blanket,
etc. etc.
·
" 23d. S. A clear pleasant day. Mary went home, and Caleb came to
bring old Med back home. We staid at home all day.
" 24. M. A little cloudy like it was fixing for another snow. Mollie
~Jody went to David Johnson's to get Jodie's first coat cut out.
Eliza Johnson cut it, and charged ten cents.
25. Snowed a little in the latter part of last night. Cleared off
to-day quite pleasant.
Got Joshua Sprinkle to help me kill our other two hogs to-day. One 'of'
them weighed 133, and the other 88 pounds. So we have this fall 444
pounds of porkJ which is a good deal more than we ever had before at
any one time. Caleb came over to-day to hunt rabbits. Only caught one.
11
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We weighed ourselves after dinner.
Joshua Sprinkle weighed 162; myself 135; Mollie 117; Caleb 110; and Jody 40 pounds.
11

26. W.

Clear and cool.

Taught school.

Had twelve scholars.

Mollie

& Jody went over to Pa's.
" 27. Th.

Cool and a little cloudy.

Had thirteen scholars

"28. F. About as yesterday only I think a little cooler.
scholars to-day.

to-day.
Twelve

11 29.
Sat. A snowy day. Got wood, pine etc for Sunday.
At night we
cut up our sausage meat, a part of which .rv~ollie made into 48 cakes; the
rest she packed away in a large bowl.

" 30. S. The ground is covered with snow and ice, and the trees are
heavy loaded with sleet. It left off snowing some time in the night
and sleeted. This was as rainy a day as we have often. Shadrack
came over to let us know that Ellin was very sick, and they thought
she could not live. It was to rainy and cold for us to go out that
distance.
"31. Monday.
Snowed last night. Started to school, but could not
get over the creek. It has snowed and rained and snowed again till
the waters are up. I came back and .we went-over to Pa's, and staid
there the rest of the year. We stoped at old grand daddy Bell's as
we went on. The old man is very low. Dant think he can ever get about
any more. He was taken sick last week. Poor old man!
He has been
stout and has lived long in this world. He was drafted I think in the
War of 1812 to go and fight for his country, but he hired a man to go
in his place, so he staid at home.
He has done a great deal of hard
labor, but he will swing the axe and the sythe no more. He has plowed his last furrow, hoed his last hill of corn, and I trust he is now
reatly to be offered up. I guess from the many passages marked in his
Bible that he read that book a great deal.

The letter to Sister Mary was fovnd after the diary entry dated
January 17, 1860.

Eagle Mills, Feb. 8th '59
Dear Sister: Your letter dated Dec. 11th was received in due time,
and I should have answered it ere this day and date, but I've been
waiting to see if we could not pay you a visit, and save the ~rouble
and expense of writing. But I do not now see any chance for a visit
soon, so I send you this letter. We would be glad indeed to come
down and see you, but tte roads have been so awful muddy this winter,
who would travel unless they were compelled to. I have been unwell
for several weeks, hardly able to get out as far as your house on the
best roads, and in the finest weather. This is the worst winter for
bad colds I ever saw, I think. We have been, and still are unusually troubled with colds, tto1 we use the 11Pouring Bath11 pretty freely.
Every man, woman & child, almost, that one sees, or hears tell of in
t.r.e se parts has a 'bad cold. 11 Now, a bad cold is regarded by the most
of people as a small matter, ana a small matter it may be, but
"I'a Ll, oaks from little acorns grow, n
"A cold," says the Dr-, , "is a Disease, as truly so as small pox, fever
cholera, or consumption.11
A cold, besides being a very troublesome
disease itself, is not unfrequently the germ, or fore-runner paving
the way for some more fatal disease.

ERRATA
OJ-lJ-1860

line 2

"the" was omitted after neut" and before "timber"

OJ-16-1860

line 6

"find"· should be omitted
the following sentence was omitted:
Rev. Van
Eaton, of Jonesville preached the afternoon sermon from Matt. XIX, 27.

04-22-1860

"tripof" should be "trip of"

05-06-1860

line 1, page 9

05-22-1860

line 2

"onion" should be nonions"

09-23-1860

line 9

"as long" was omitted after

10-04-1860

line 1

"afternoon" should be "forenoon"

10-19-1860

line 4

"destitue" stould be "destitute"

"washing"
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"1st.
Clear and very cold early in the morning, but warmer about noori.
Snow melted some. We staid at Pa's last night. Mollie & Eliza set up
till after midnight. We got home about noon.
"2. W. A cold rainy day.
to see old grand pap Bell.
school at night.

Taught school. Mollie and Jody went over
They had just got back when I came home from

"3. Th. Cleared off to-day quite warm. Creek over the foot log again
this morning, so I had to cross on the big pine away up the creek. Had
eleven scholars.
"4. F. Clear and pleasant. This was the day appointed by the president for prayer & fasting through out the U.S.
Old Dr. Parks came over to the school house to preach for us, but the
people did not come out, so he left and went on to Pa's, but meeting
was over before he got there.
Mollie went to see her grand pap, and to Pa's to meeting to-day. Caleb
came home with her after a pig or 2 that I am to let him have.
"5. Sat. Clear and not very cool. I went to Boon Windsors this forenoon after one of our sheep that went off last summer. Boon was gone
to Troy so I got Enos to go with me to the field in which the sheep
were.· We found them but could not get hold of mine. I came home and
late ib the afternoon I & Jody went over and Boon being at home we got
our sheep. Jody rode old Med back and I drove the sheep.
·A

"6. S. A very cold frosty morning. We went to old grand pap Bell's
and to Pa's. We found the old man still alive, but I dent think he can
last long. We found them all up at Pa's but Mary.
" 7.

M. Warm, c Lcudy " and rained a little.
Had nine scholars. We staid
last night, and Mollie and Jody staid most of to-day, at grand daddy
Bells. I left there this morning early; came on home and fed and went
on to school.
Paid Elison Johnson $1.75, the balance due him for the
corn I bought last spring.

"8. T.

Mostly clear, and warm.

"9. W.
ing.

Still warm. Cloudy part of the day, and to night it is rainMollie went to see her grand pa.

11 10.
Th. Rained, snowed and hailed a small sprinkle now and then.
The wind blew hard and cold. Had only 9 scholars. Eow strange it is
that people will not send their children to school when its free!

" 11. F. Cloudy and cold. Mollie went to see her grand pap. Had
my same old number (9) of scholars. Worked on my slide at night.
"12. Sat. Mostly clear and quite warm for winter. Finished my· slide,
and hauled six loads of wood, and two loads of pine.
11

13. S.

oa o Bell.
'

l

Cloudy and real cold.

We went to Pa's and to see old grand

2
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"14. M.
Hailed and rained last night, and rained lots to-day.
There
is another heavy sleet now.
Went to the school house, but as I had
but one scholar I came back home and hung up our meat, made Jody a
shoe at night, etQ.

15. T. Still cloudy and very damp, but not so cold as yesterday &
day before. The sleet melted off. No school again to-day. I went
to the creek but finding it over the foot log I came back, got got
old Med a rode over but the scholars were gone when I got there.
11

"16. W. Cleared off warm. Rained a great deal last night. Taught
school to-day. Had eight scholars. Mollie went to see her grand pap,
and to Pa's also. Sister Eliza came home with her.
"17. Th. A little cloudy, like it was fixing for more falling weather,
and quite warm. Eliza went home this afternoon.
I had nine scholars
to-day. The creek was up yesterday, but foardable again to-day.
11

18. F.

A cool, rainy day.

Had only eight scholars today.

19. Sat. Mostly clear and quite warm. Went over to Pa's in the
afternbon and brought our sheep, {the old but and her lamb) home again.
Received the Jan. No. of the N. C. Planter. Sold Newton Barnes two
shoats for seventy five cents each, which settled my account with him.
So we are now even.
11

11 20.
s. Mostly clear, and a good deal colder than yesterday was.
came over to see us.

Pa

Cloudy and cold. Had thirteen scholars to-day. Bought a
basket of P. Campbell's negro boy, which he says holds a bushel, for
35 cents. Hung up the balance of our meat to-night. Mollie went to
Wm Louis' shop to-day and got old Med shod before.

"21. M.

22. T. A little cloudy and quite cold. Had only ten scholars today. Mollie went to her grand paps, but was at home again before I got
home from school. The old man seems to be somewhat on the mend .. Wants
to eat steady.
11

23. W. A very snowy day. At night the snow was shoe top deep. I
took about two bushels out of our loft. We have lots of snow this winter.
Hail and rain also plenty. Had six scholars to-day only.
11

11 24. Th.
Cloudy, and warmer than yesterday. Rained and sleeted last
night. Think this is rather the heaviest sleet we have had this winter. Went to the school house, but had no scholars, I came home and
hauled wood on the slide.

.

"25. F. ·Cloudy and not very cold over head. Snow melted some. Only
had four scholars today. Took a sleigh ride this evening over to Pa's.
11 26. Sat.
Colder than yesterday. Rained, hailed and snowed. Its
well for us that we have but few such days as this has been.
We came
home in the afternoon.

3
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"27. S.
all day.

A clear day, and tolerably warm overhead.

"28.

Clear and warm after the morning.

M.

We staid at home

Had 13 scholars.

Mollie

& Jody went to Romes.
"29. T. Clear most of the day, and quite warm in the afternoon.
fourteen scholars.

"JO. W.
to-day.

Clear and warm.

Wind from the southwest.

"31st. Th. and last day of January.
erbly cold. Had 17 scholars to-day.
and four letters.

Had

Had 19 scholars

Clear most of the day, and tolJody can spell in words of three

4
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A rainy day, but not very cold.

Had 17 scholars.

2. Sat. Rained a great deal last night and to-day.
I think this may
very well be rembered as the wet winter.
It is not very cold, but very
wet. Mended my shoes, etc.
11

11 J. S.
The sun stone out to-day about 12 for a few minutes, but it
was soon cloudy again and commenced raining just before night. Wind
from the North East. Mrs. Nelly Johnson came to see us to day for the
first time. We loaned her "Daw's Works," to read, with which she seemed to be much pleased. The Miss Coffins, Ruth and Liddia, paid us a
visit this afternoon too. We loaned them "Moore's works, some Maga. zines and the "Young Bride's Book. 11

" 4. M. Cleared off warm. Had thirteen scholars. Mollie & Jody went
to Pa's, as they came home they got a lot of little cedars to plant out.
11 5. T.
A. C. Johnson came here to night to get me to write a Deed.
He has sold his land to E. A. Windsor. I wrote the deed.
11

6 . W.

Taught s ch o o 1.

"7. Th.

A very' windy day, but not very cold.

"8. F. Stanbery Hicks staid with us last night. We went to the sale
of Alex. & Ezekiel's property at Pa's, but did not buy much.

9. Sat. Went out in the forenoon to hunt our hogs but did not find
them. Mostly clear and warm. Yesterday was a little cloudy and cold.
r.J>le went this afternoo.n to Mollie's Pa's.
We had not been there since
Nov.
11

"10. S. A rainy day. Came home in the afternoon.
with us to stay a week or 2.
"11.

M.

Still rainy.

Had but 6 scholars.

11

12. T.

Clear and warm.

II·

13 •

A little cloudy and warm.

r,r
iv

•

"14. Th.
school.

Mealie came home

Had 13 scholars.
Had 8 scholars.

Rained very hard this afternoon.

I got wet going home from

15. F. My school would have closed to-day if I had lost no time.
The Com. was out and signed my papers.
11

"16. Sat. Rained again to-day. Went to Troy & Eagle Mills.
Got at
the latter place half gallon molasses and l~ oz. Rubarb at .15 cts
per oz. Handed my school papers over to Wm Colvert and took a receipt
for them. W. C. is going to court next week and he is to bring my
money. When I got home I found Caleb there with his dogs and gun.
"17. S. Cloudy and cold. One of our lambs was sick to-day.
it eggs, fat, salt, sweet and castor oil.

We gave
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Cold weather.

Tl

18. M.

Our lamb got well.

Tl

19. T.

Snowed very fast this afternoon for an hour or two.

TT

20 •

TT

21. Th.

TT

22. F.

w.

Mollie got her cloth (apron piece) out today.
Windy and not so cold.
School closed.

R. I. York got the prize book.

TT 23. Sat.
A rainy day. Went to Eagle Mills and got my money ($45.)
forty five dollars.
Paid off' my book acct. and ten ( .$10) dollars on
my note. Bought a paper of composition for 12~ cts.; 25 cts. worth
of sugar and 45 cts worth of cotton yarn. 12~ + 25 + 45 = .82k cts
TT

24. S.

" 25. M.

Cold and windy.

We went over to Pa's and staid all night.

Clear and warm after the morning.

Came home.

"26. T. Hauled out manure on our garden in the forenoon.& went to
Eagle Mills and Troy in the afternoon. Ma came over and got me to go
for Mary. I got for her one gal. moiasses, 50 cts l4~ lbs) worth of
sugar and 40 cts (2 lbs) worth of coffee. For the Articles I got for
us se-e pass bcok.,
TT 27. W.
Clear and quite warm. Plowed up our garden in the forenoon,
and commenced breaking up my corn land in the afternoon.
TT 28. Th.
Still clear and warmer than yesterday. Plowed some in the
forenoon and went to th~ Elect. in the p. m. and voted "no convention."
I oaid Enoch Coffin* for the brick+ I got of him last August.

*

.50 cts.

+ 200

6
Diary

March

1861

"1st.
Clear and warm. Planted our onions, went over to Pa's at night
and had a corn shelling.
Shade and Bob Bell came over from Buck Shoal
and helped us. We shelled out 7~ bushels.
"2d. Sat. Another very nice day. We have had a week of as nice weather
as I ever saw I think at this season of the year.
"3d. S. Not well. Pleasant weather.
all call her, came over to-day.

Mollie's "mom," as her children

"4. M. Went to Campbells Mill, for the first time, this morning but
the old mill was "out of order" so I got no meal. Commenced sowing
oats. Turned cooler this evening.

" 5.

T.

A very cold, windy day.

n

6.

w.

Went after our meal, sowed oats, etc.

II

7. Th.

" 8.
etc.

F.

Warm.

Sowed oats.
Not so cold to-day.

Sowed oats.

Pleasant.

Fixed up the lot fence, finished the garden fence,

"9w Sat. Rained last night. Got up a lot of good pine in the forenoon,
and planted our potatoes in the afternoon.
" 10. S. Clear, windy and cold.
Wm Coffins in the afternoon.

Real Ma r ch weather.

"11; M. Clear and warmer than yesterday was.
aople trees, etc.

We went over to

Sowed oats, planted

A little cloudy in the forenoon and quite cool. Clear in the
Sowed oats. Lill had her third calf this morning.
It's a fine. big bull. Jody is now begining to read. He is in his fifth
year.
11

12. T.

p. m. and warmer.

"13. W. Warm and a little cloudy. Sowed oats. Three pecks a day is
about all I can sow and plow in. I sow them thin, plow close and old
Med walks slow.
"14.
ing.

Th.

Plowed in oats till about 10 o'clock when it commenced rain-

"15. F. A cold, windy day. Snowed considerably in the forenoon. Commenced grubbing our turnip patch. Eliza and Vic. came over to see us
in the afternoon and staid "till next day. 11
"16. Sat. Somewhat cloudy and cool. Went to the shop, and got my plow
lode; to Eagle Mills, and got 5 cts worth of ginger, and the P.O. R. on
Agriculture for 1855; to Troy, and got a No. one pocket knife; Price $1.00
but I only paid .85 cents for it. I also got a bottle of "Ayer's Cherry
Pectoral" for which I paid $1.00. I went to Charles Benbows and took
dinner with them. Charles gave me a small bottle of his bitters.
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n 17. S.
Cool, cloudy and a little rainy. Caleb rode over on "Blaze,"
Clark's filly. Jo. Bell also came after Mealie and brought Mollie's
dog--a little black puppy. Quite rainy in the afternoon.
11

18. M.

A very snowy day.

19. T. Clear and tolerbly warm. If the snow had not melted nearly
as fast as it fell yesterday I think it would have been six or seven
inches deep this morning.
It snowed all day and very fast most of the
time, but the ground was barely covered this morning for a few hours.
It ~leared off last night and frosted, but I see the peaches are not
all killed. But few are in full bloom. Those that are are killed,
the others are not. We went to Pa's in the afternoon and I went to
mill.
11

" 20. W. Cloudy and cool or cold I might say. vie came home in the
forenoon.
In the afternoon Mollie went to Coffins and I and Jody cut
down pines to dry for fire wood. Andy Ha i t h and Martha Johnson were
marrfed this afternoon, I guess.
"21. Th. A cold, windy day, with now and then a light shower of snow.
Cold weather for March.
"22. F. Clear and oleasant.
Johnson had a choping to-day.
tte ax all day I did po go.

Sowed oats and plowed them in. Elison
I was invited but not being able to use

"23. Sat. Cloudy and rained a little. Finished sowing oats this afternoon. I and Jody went squirrel hunting. We were out about an hour, and
caught a little gray squirrel, and a great big ol "possum." iVhat luck
we had! All in hearing of home too!! This the first "possum" that ever
Simon, our little yellow fice dog, treed that I know of.
"24. S. Clear and windy, but not cold. I think most of the
are killed. They are not yet in full bloom.

peaches

"25. M.
Clear and warm. Plowed. Our old cow, Lill, sick, or lost
ter cud, or something else. We mad her two cuds and and Mollie poked
them down her throat with a stick while I held open her mouth. The
first was made of Elder bark and salt, the second one of Elder bark,
Tansy & salt. They had the desired affect. About mid night I went up
to see how she was and found her chewing away on them.
"26. T. Cloudy, warm and windy. Plowed.
Planted the balance of our
potatoes. We did not measure them very nicely, but I guess we've
planted at least two bushels. The old cow seems better today.
"27.

W. 28. Th.

11 29.
"Good
ground tho'
Easter, but
one night~

Plowed.

Friday," This has been a great -week for plowing.
The
is getting a little hard now. Hope we'll have rain about
not such a flood as I dreamed of the other night, and also
few weeks ago.
I dreamed that the whole earth, as far as I
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could see, was covered with very muddy water, about a foot deep and
running very swiftly.
I went today in the forenoon to Nicholson's
mill. Took a bushel of corn, had it ground for feed, and bought forty
six pounds of flour at 3 cts. 46 x 3 = 1.38,--one dollar and thirty
8 cts. Paid one dollar. The 38 cts I am to pay the next time I go
there to mill. Plowed in the afternoon.
TT JO.
Sat. Had a fine, warm rain last night. Clear, warm & windy.
Plowed some in the forenoon.
In the afternoon we (I, Caleb & Jody)
went to B. Pitt's and got half a bushel of s~eet potatoes for seed,
for which I paid 38 cents.
TT Jl.
Easter Sunday. Clear and cooler than yesterday. We had, for
dinner today, a Butter Pudding, made of half pound of flour, 4 eggs,
one pint of milk, salt and soda. It was good.

These are gloomy times, and seem to be growing darker and darker every
day. Every mail brings us some bad news,--news of disunion and war.
Six ot the slave'states have now gone out of the union, and events
seem to be ripening very fast to take out the remaining nine. And is
this union to be utterly and forever destroyed? This glorious union-the price of the blood of our fathers--is it to be abandoned as a thing
of no worth? No. "Never give up the ship." Never! Never!
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For the week ending Apr. 6.
Monday, the first, was cool & cloudy.
Beded out our sweet potatoes,
olowed most of this week. One Friday evening the 5 we went over to
Pa's, and Saturday morning I went to mill. Cool & rainy Sat. 6.
For the week ending Apr. 13.
Sunday was cool and rainy. Caleb came after us to go and see sister
Mary. Her second child, a little boy, was born last night.
We went
over and found her very bad, but she got better awhile after night.
Old Dr. Parks was with her. Monday was a very cold, rainy day. We
staid at Mary's. Tuesday we came home.
I swaped my lot at the Zion ·
Institute to W. B. Madison for one of Colt Ts Repeaters.
Cut out and
closed my shoes this evening. On Wedn. I made my shoes.
On Th. we
built a hen house in the A. M.
In the p. m. I cut briers & bushes in
the meadow, fence corners etc, & Mollie went over to see Mary & her
boy. On Friday I mended my old shoes, and commenced a pair for Jody.
On Sat. I went to Eagle Mills and to Charles Benbow's.
This was a
windy day. Charles & Jane came home. with me.
" 14. S.

Clear,, windy & cool.

I loaned Charles the "Sera p Book.

"15. M.
Cloudy and a little warmer. Commenced
Robed our bees a little for the first time.

11

laying off corn rows.

"16. T. A rainy day. It commenced raining yesterday evening.
half soled Mollie's shoes, etc. etc. etc.
"17. W. Cleared of ~ff windy & cold. Hauled wood and rails,
fear the fruit will all be killed to night.

I
etc.

I

"18. 'l'h.
A few degrees warmer. Commenced planting corn about four
o'clock tnis afternoon.
Planted eight rows and there came a shower of
rain.
"19. F. Cold and windy.
tho' it was so cold.

We planted corn half the

day--the

P. M.--

Sat. Not so cold as yesterday, but cool still. We planted corn.
11 20.
Pa came over after the old wagon. He told us the war had commenced in
Charleston some two weeks ago. '.Jfuere and when will it end? And what
wilL be the result? Freedom to the slaves?
I think so.
The South
has commenced the war, and now I do not believe the NortL will ever
listen toany terms of peace which do not include "Freedom to the slaves."
11 21.
S. A very nice, warm day. Yesterday morning we had a big frost.
Think most of the peaches are killed. This is Mollies birthday she being 24 years old today. None came to see us, and we went to see no
one, but staid at home all day.

" 22.

Clear

and warm, but windy.

Planted corn.
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"23. T.
~uite warm.
Finished planting the field south of our cabin
this morning.
I turned old Med in the meadow yesterday evening to
pick grass while I was at supper and she undertook to cross the branch
on an old rotten bridge and fell thro'.
I and Mollie took hold of her
feet and turned her over so that she could get up and get away.
It
was a dangerous "fall in11 for the old mare in her present condition,

but I dent think she

is seriously injured.

24. Warm and windy, and in the afternoon we had a hastey, heavy
shower of rain, after which it cleared off somewhat cooler.
Ridged
up ground, planted corn.
11

" 25.

Clear and warm.

Ridged up corn land.

"26.
Friday. Finished planting corn this forenoon.
on the garden this afternoon.

Hauled manure

"27.
Rained a little today. I plowed the garden, cut a little ditch,
cleaned out the spring and knocked about generaly. We set out 80 cabbage plants this evening.
" 28 .- VJe went t-o Zion to meeting and heard one Rev. Dodson preach.
The
day was cool & windy. All the talk these days, or a great deal of it
at least, is about war. The preacher today said "We are involved in
war." War is a dreadful thing, and all men ought to love and do all
t~ey could to keep peace. 0 that nations would learn to war no more.
"29.
Clear and warm. We went over to Pa's this afternoon.
It seems
that our nation is going to war with itself! The South against the
North! What folly!
"JO.
A very windy day. I went from Pa's to mill early this morning,
and we came home after breakfast.

11
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Clear and cool.

"2. Th. Cool. We went over to Pa's again this evening.
Clark was
down and he & Caleb & Cl~rk's hireling had had all ben fishing in the
branch and caught 252 lit:tle fish!

"3. F. I went over to the mill this morning and bought 100 pounds of
flour for which I paid $3~.
We came home after dinner. I've been quite
unwell this week. Not able to do a days work.
4. Sat. Dry and windy. We have had a great deal of windy weather
this spring.
Cut sprouts. This was muster day at Williamsburg, but I
did not go.
11

5. S.

Cool and rainy.
in the afternoon.
11

We staid at home

all day.

Caleb came over

" 6. M. Still cool and rainy. David Dobbins made a call on me this
evening for money, but he did not get any. He said he was a volunteer
and must have $100! What for? Does he have to bear his own expenses?
7. T.
corn.
11

Tl

8.

w.

times.

Cut a few sprouts in the corn field, and commenced
Windy, windy. We have of late windy weather,
Pa came over this morning & trimed my shotes.

II

9. Th.

Re planted corn.

ft

10. F.

A little rainy in the forenoon.

replanting

and direful

ft
11. Sat. Still and-warm~
Plowed our potatoes. This is general muster day at Williamsburg & Yadkinville.
I did not go. We heard the
drums at VJmsburg which is 4 miles off I think.

11

12. S.

Clear and warm.

This a beautiful morning.

For the week ending Sat. 18.
On Monday (the 13) of this week we sheared our sheep at home, and on
Tuesday, (the 14) them over at Pa's. Sister Mary came home with us and
staid till Sunday.
W. Th. & F. I plowed. Sat. took old Med to the shop and got her shod.

s.

11

19.

ft

20. M. & T.

Cloudy & cool.

22. W. & Th.
ing.

Clear & cool.

11

Cloudy and rained a little.

We took Mary borne.

Plowed.
Replanted

corn,

finishing

Thursday

even-

12

May
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fl
24. F. Warm after the morning, which was quite cool. We went to
Eagle Mills &. to Charles Benbows. We took 21* pounds of bacon to E. M.
for which we go 12l cts per lb. $2.65. We took in exchange for our
bacon one gallon of molasses
.50
eight pounds of sugar 12~
1.00
one lb. soda
.10
Mollie a pair of Sunday shoes
1.35
and a box caps
__2
:j)3 • 00
We went over to Charles' got dinner, staid awhile & then came home.

25. Sat.

Went to muster, but was not well so Cap. Clegg let me off.
They called for volunteers.
n

"26.

S.

We went to Zion to meeting and heard the Rev. S. Swain preach.

M. 28. T. 29. W. 30. Th. Warm s: dry.
This is my first trial with the cultivator.

"27.

"31.

F.

Cultivated my corn over.
I like it well.

Sprouted oats, etc. etc.

June; 1. Sat.

Oloudy.

"2d. S. Went to the+ roads and heard the Rev. Dr. Parks preach. Text,
"Aqua int now thyself with him and be at peace ,11 etc. to the end of the
verse. Job. XXII, 21.

" 3. M. Went to Eagle Mills and sold my repeater to Wm Colvert for ;))25.
I took up my note $1~.60 and the balance in goods.

"4. T. Finished sprouting oats. We had rain Sunday evening & Monday
evening.
Set out some--about 150 potatoe slips, also a great many
beet plants.
5. W.

Planted a portion of our potatoe patch in corn.
ison's store, settled with them.

Went to fviad-

" 6. ?. 8. Th. F.

We had not

fl

& Sat.

VJe

went to Mr. Beall's Sat. 8.

been there since the 9 Feb.

"9. S.

Rev. T. A. Nicholson oreached Alexander Johnson's funeral at
Ashley Johnsons to-day. We we~e there. The sermon was good.
Text,
"God is love."
Saturday 15. This has been a warm, dry week. Worked in my corn. Pa
night the 13 for the first time in a great
& MB staid with us Thursday
We
went
to
Zion and heard the Rev. Jackey Night
while. Sunday 16.
try to preach. He took a big text, viz. Genesis 10, XLIX.
Saturday 23. We went to Zion & heard the Rev. S. Swaim preach. In
the afternoon we have a severe little storm of wind, hail & rain.

13
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"24. T. Hauled rails and made fence in the forenoon.
it rained a nice shower.
"25.

W.

Finished cutting wheat.

In the afternoon

Rained again this afternoon.

"26. W. Warm weather. Finished the cross fence between the oats &
clover etc. Mollie, Jody & Ruth Coffin went to John Jennings to get
June apples.
" 27. Th. 28. F. 29. Sat. JO. S. This week was warm up to Friday evening when it turned cool. It rained some this week too. We staid at
Pa's Friday night. Came home Sat. morning, and in the afternoon we
went squirrel hunting but did not find any. Sunday 30. We staid at
home.

14
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Monday 1.
Tu. 2.
W. 3.

Th. 4.
F. 5.

Commenced cutting oats.

Clear & cool.

Rained in the afternoon.

Cultivated corn.

Do.
Cut oats & cultivated corn.

& Sat. 6.

Cloudy & rainy.

s.

7. We went with Coffins to their "monthly meeting. 11 They had no
preacher. Alex. Benbow read a letter from Daniel Martin of Iowa, formaly of N. c.
M. 8. Cut oats. Rained about 2 this aftern6on and caught some of my
oats down. We went to Pa's after the rain and I went to mill. James
s. Grant & Charney Cole both died on Sunday the 7 inst.
T. 9. Rained again this afternoon. · Cut a few oats & had pretty tight
work_to get them up before the shower. I am building Mollie a dary at
odd times this week.
W. 10. Cut a few more oats. Had more rain. The way the corn cabbages
etc grow now is nice. Saw the first corn silk for this year to-day.
Its in our corn on the·~ranch near the old bridge.
Th. 11. A little cooler. Finished cutting oats. We can see a comet
these nights when the clouds are out of the way. I saw it the first
time Monday night the first inst. at about two o'clock. It then appeared to be about an hour high, and directly in the North.
It now
appears to move from south- east to North west, falling back a little
every 24 hours.
12. F. Cool. Went to Eagle Mills and to Troy.
the afternoon. The comet is still visable.

Covered the dary in

13. Sat. Clear & cool. Hilled up our sweet potatoes.
into her dary. A fine roomy one it is too.

14.

s.

home.

Clear and quite cool for July.
We staid at home.

Mollie moved

Caleb brought old Med & Jack

15. M. Warmer. I & Jody took a load of wheat to S. Myars and got it
thrashed.
Pa and brother Wiley came over in the afternoon and staid
an hour or two. Wiley came up from Davie yesterday.
16. F.

A rainy day.

17. W. Went to the tax paying and paid my tax $2.20 for 1860.
home about 2 p. m. and went to mill.
18. Th. Six years ago to-day I & Mollie were married.
this forenoon, and in the p. m. it rained & rained.

Got

Got up my oats

15
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Hoed corn.

"21. S. We staid at home till late in the evening, when Caleb came
over and got us off home with him.
" 22d M. At Pa's.
I went to John Johnsons &. to Mr , Bells money hunting but did not get a dime. It rained a great deal this p. m.

"2Jd. T. Brought Mollie & Jody home and Eliza to stay with them while
I help Caleb get up the hay.· We hauled two big loads this P. m.

"24. W. Today we hauled up 3 big 2 loads.
and about a load not so much as cooked.
n 25. Th.
Great time to make hay.
lower meadow.

It was all in the rain,

Caleb came over and helped now my

n 26. F.
Mowed some, pup up one stack of hay, etc.
or started home in the p. m. I guess he got there.

Caleb went home

n 27. Sat.
Took a load of wheat to Wm Denny's and got it thrashed.
think it is at least half smut. Got- up hay in the p. m.

I

n 28.· S.
Raine~ a light shower last p. m. Jane Benbow came to see us
last evening and staid till this p. m. R. Albea & wife came this evening.

Warm and cloudy.

" 30. T.
n

Jl. W.

Cured my hay.

Finished mowing.

Rained a fine shower late in the p. m,

Got up the ~ast of my hay.

16
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lst •. Th.
Had old Med shod before with new shoes.
It rained lots this
afternoon.
Rome came after Cathran.
He left her here Monday morning
and she staid with us till this afternoon.
A four days visit.

2d. F.

Commenced clearing off our turnip patch.

3d. Sat. Split a few rails and burned off the turnip patch.
warm weather for such work.
4. S.

We staid at home all day by ourselves.

5. M.

Fenced and plowed up the turnip patch.

Very

6. T. Sowed the turnip seed this A. M.
Plowed them in & smoothed
off the ground by draging a brush over it.

7. W. Cloudy in the forenoon. In the afternoon I & Jody went to
Nicholsons Mill with wheat and corn. Mollie went to Joshua Haithcocks
and staid till we came back.
8. Th. Somewhat cloudy. At night we went to Eagle Mills and heard
one of my old school mates, the Rev. A. Weaver, preach a very fine
sermon. His theme was prayer, from Luke XI, 9, 10, 11, 12, lJ. We
staid all night at c. Benbows.
·

9. F.- 10. Sat. taleb came over last night to let us know that Clark
and wife are both at Pa's sick. They have got the tyfoid fever.
11. S.

Staid at Pa's last night

12. M.

Not well.

13. F.

Had a fine rain.

till late this evening.

Went over to Pa's in the p. m.

14. W. Rained some this A. M.
after dinner.
15. Th.

&

I and Caleb made cider.

Mollie sick with a cold.

I & Jody not very well.

16. F. Cook & Felts thrashed Coffins wheat this
ed the straw.
17. Sat.
18. S.

A rainy day.
A showery

day.

We came home

forenoon, and I stack-

Made Mollie one shoe.
We staid at home.

19. M. .Rained a great dea 1 last night. Mad e Mo Ll i,e "s other shoe this
A. M. Think without an accident the corn crops are safe. I've heard
some talk of the army worm in the neighborhood, but I hope they will
do no great damage. We went over to Pa's the p. m. to see the sick.
20. F. I & Caleb made a run of cider in the forenoon.
in the p. m. Hot weather.

We came home

17
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21. W. Cloudy.
Commenced shrubbing off a piece of ground near my
stable which I aim to sow with wheat.
22. Th.
23. F.

Shrubed in the A. M. and helped Mollie wash in the p. m.
Sick.

24. Sat. Not much better. We went to Pa's this evening. Clark is
very weak but some better he thinks.
Nancy is on the mend.
25. S. Clear & pleasant.
tolerbly well last night.
26. M.

Dug potatoes.

27. T.

Cloudy and rainy.

Came home in the afternoon.
Hope he'll soon be well.

Clark rested

28. W.
Still rainy. Read this morning a few pages in "Valley 01· the
Amazon," Part 2d. This is a big wor.ld--much larger than the old Dutchman thought it to be. South America itself is a large place, and in
some .r-e spe c t s qu.i t.e a pleasant country, but in others not so much so.
The same, I suppose, is true of every country on the globe.

29. Th. Rained a fine shower this afternoon. We staid at Pa's last
night, and this morning I went over to .Mr. Bells. Noel has the fever.
Brother Clark is not much, if any, better. We came home in the evening
after the rain. We have had a great deal of rain of late.
30. F.
31. Sat.
Pa's.

Not well.
Mollie broke herself down washing

today,

so we did not go to

September. the first.
Found Clark
Sunday. Clear and warm. We went to Pa's this forenoon.
very weak and with some fever yet. Nancy is on the mend. Staid at Pa's
all day.
2d. Monday.

Cloudy this morning.

Clark seems worse.

We came home.

Jd. T. Clear and warm. Finished getting in our crop of potatoes.
We
have five bushels only, which is but a small yeald for two bushels of
seed in good ground. We consumed some thro' the sum~er but not a great
many. It was too dry in May & June for potatoes.
I & Jody had a good
supper this evening of apple pie, molasses, butter & milk. We ate
harty, but Moll~e, poor gall, not being well these days, refused to
partake with us and was off to the field after a mess of green corn,
for which she and old Med have an extraordinary appetite.
Well, old
Med is a faithful old nag.
She has served us long and well and now
t~at she is old, poor, & teeth bad it would be hard not to let her have
a bite of soft corn now and then.
As to Mollie she will have her share.
Well, the best way to do, is to take the world fair and easy, and let
the females have their own way in some things at least.
I might get a

18
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kick or a bite from old Med, tho' I dont think she was ever known to
do such tricks, and a "curtain lecturen from Mollie if I were to refuse them a little corn. Its half past 9 p.m. so I must be off to
bed. Good night.
4. W.

5. Th.
6. F.

Tried to plow a little but my plows were to dull.
Warm weather.

Made some rails.

Got my plows from the shop and plowed some.

7. Sat. This afternoon we went to Pa's.
He had been getting worse all the week.

Found brother Clark very bad.

8. S. 9. M. 10. T. 11. W. 12. Th. We staid at Pa's these days. I only
coming home twice, & Caleb twice, to milke our cow and feed the hogs.
On Thursday morning the 12th of Sept. brother Clark departed this life.
He was sick eight weeks, five of which he lay at Pa's. We believe that
Clark has gone to heaven where we hope to meet him.
We came home Thursday p. m. I lost so much sleep this week I was sick
J or 4 days, and did not get to see ~rother buried.
I kept my bed Friday & Saturday most of the time. A couple of cold
baths, rest and ~leep had the desired affect, so I was able to commence
pulling fodder Monday morning 16th.
Saturday 21. This has been a great week for saving fodder,--warm & dry.
I finished pulling Friday 20th yesterday. A good deal of my fodder
dried up. I pull to the ear and cut tops. It rains moderately this
p. m. We dressed to go to Mr. Bells, but the rain prevented us.
22d. Sunday.

We we n t- to Mr. Bells.

Hariet has the fever.

23 M. We came home. Cut tips Tuesday & Wednesday.
Thursday we were
at Pa's. I helped them kill a beef. We got 24 pounds--half a i Ttursday evening and Friday it rained a great deal. Jody has something the
matter with his right leg. On Sat. morning the 28 I went after Pa,
but did not find him at home. Jody's leg is very bad. He has high
fever, and his leg is very sore and swelled tight. Pa came about 12.
29. S. Pa & I went to Mt. lVJ.ariah to hear Tommy N. preach, but he was
not there; so Pa preached.
Pa & Ma came to see us last evening and
staid till this p. m.
Oct. Sat. 5. This week I made another stack of good hay, got up my top
fodder, took our blabk wool to the machine--Eagle Mills--hauled some
rails, etc. etc. On Wednesday of this week it rained. To-day, Sat.
Oct. 5 we had our first mess of turnips for the season. I sowed the
seed August 6. See page 52. We have a patch of nice turnips.
n 6. Sunday.
Cloudy forenoon and quite
all day and read our books. I read the
the Apostles" and commenced reading the
also ~ead JosephusT account of Solomon's

warm for Oct. We stay at home
concluding chapters of "Acts of
!!Epistle to the Romans."
I
end, and of the reigns of

19
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Rehoboam & Jeroboam.
Solomon was a great and good man, superior to
all other kings in happiness, riches and wisdom. He had 1000 wives
not one of which it seems was a good woman, (see Eccl. VII, 28) hence
he, in his late age, was deluded by them, and led off from the worship of God, as taught in the Law of Moses, to the worship of idols.
Women have great influence over men. Adam said "The woman whom thou
gavest to be. with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat." See
Gen III, 12. 0 that they would always exert that influence for good,
and exercise themselves, "to have always a conscience void of offence
toward God, and toward men."
This is Sunday, Nov. 10, and I have not written any in my Diary since
Oct. 6. I sold my land to Alvarian Johnson for $180, but he backed
out, so we are here yet, and Mollie says she is glad of it. Well, its
all for the best.
On Sat. &. Sun. t h e 19 & 20 wast he quarterly meeting at Mt. Ma r Lah ,
We went 2 days and one night. We heard the P. E. Rev. W. H. Bobbitt
preach two choice sermons. His text on Sat. was, the 6, 7, 8, & 9
verses of the XIII of Luke. On Sunday the latter part of the 9 verse
of the XII of Hebrews, "Shall we not much rather" etc.
Monday 21. This week I got up my corn. On Sunday 27 Wesly Roby was
to have preacted brother Clarks funeral but, being ingaged with the
Campellites--Hugate and others--in a scriptural discussion, he disaopointed us. The Rev. N. Gwin, a fine young preacher, attended in
Roby's place. He preached a good sermon from "What shall I render
unto the Lord for his benefits towards me11
Psalms, 116, 12.
Monday 28. This week I went to plowing again.
Mr , Bell--Mollies pa-came over and made us two door shutters.
So we can "shut the door11 now.
Monday Nov. 4. This week I hauled out manure, commenced sowing wheat
on the 7, finished squcking out our corn etc. etc.
This has been a
very warm fall so far. We have had but little frost yet, but it rains
and rains. Our turnips are fine--by far the best we have ever raised.
Our cabbages and beets too.are good, sweet potatoes only moderate.
Ttey were planted late. On Thurday 7th I commenced sowing wheat.
We
have fine.warm weather, with a good rain or two every week.
11 10.
Sunday. A nice day. We staid at home most of the day only walking over to Wm Coffins a few minutes in the afternoon.
I borrowed the
"History of the Martyrs.'' Its an old Book, but a good one.
It was
published the year I was born.

" 11. M.
Cloudy in the A. M. and warm.
my hogs and put them up.
"12.
Mostly clear and quite warm.
Who ever saw as late a fall as this?
killing frost yet.

Hauled rails, made a lot for

Hauled rails, made fence etc.
We have not had a thoroughly

While we were at dinner
13. W.
Clear and warm. Hauled rails till 12.
came
to
help
me
fix
up
our
old houses, but as
:rvir. Bell steped in. He
on
them,
he
helped
me
fence,
move move my old
I was not ready to work
stable, etc.
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The 14 & 15--Th. & F. were warm days.
Thursday night it rained.
Saturday 16 was a cold windy day, being the first cold weather we've
had this fall it p inchescc Loae ,
Sunday 17. Calm and pleasant. We had this morning a deadening frost.
Looked and felt a little like winter.
Monday 18.

Sowed wheat.

Tuesday 19

Do.

Wednesday 20.
manure.

Rained in the forenoon.

Thursday 21.
days.
Friday 22d.

In the afternoon I hauled out

I went over to Pa's and swaped horses with him for a few
Took Bet to the shop and got her shod.

It rained in the

p , m •.

Saturday 2Jd. I and Alexander Benbow went to Statesville and back. We
left home between 4 & 5 this morning and got back about 11 in the night.
We had a cold, hard drive. We both obtained cirtificates to teach "Common School.TT
Sunday 24. Cloudy and cold. Rev. Wesley Roby preached brother Clark's
funeral at Pa's today__. His text was t he 26 of the 73 Psalm. TTMy flesh
and my heart faileth;" etc. The sermon was a choice one.
Monday 25. A cold windy day. Cut and hauled a load of wood, pulled
un our turnips and hauled them to the house, etc. Shade & Jane & Jane
B~nbow came ~o see us today.
T. 26. Not quite so cold. Put away the turnips, the potatoes, etc. in
the A. M. and in the p. m. I hauled out manure on the wheat.
W. 27. Cloudy & cool with a little rain this afternoon.
I & Jody
staid at Pa's last night & Mollie staid at Charles'.
I brought home
a load of plank, laths, boards etc from my old shop.
Th. 28. Warm and rained some in the afternoon.
wheat today.
I sowed 2~ bushels only.

I finished sowing

F. 29. Warm and cloudy. Made a stable door shutter, hauled a load
of leaves into the cow lot, etc.
Sat. JO •. Cold and windy. Last night there was a real storm of wind
and rain. It rained a great deal and the wind blew very hard.

21
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December 1st. Sunday. A cold day. I went to Mt. ~mriah to meeting.
Heard the Rev. T. A. Nicholson preach the widow Hethcox funeral. His
text was "But man die th, and wastett away; yea, man giveth up the ghost,
and where is he?11 Job XIV, 10.'
M. 2. Cloudy & rainy in the p. m.
Had 7 scholars--little boys.
T.

J.

Clear and cold.

Commenced School in Dis. No. 4.

Jody went with me to school today.
,.~

"4f W. Clear and very cold. School small. Pa came over to ask us
to the choping to-morrow, but I have to go to school.
11

5. Th. 6. F.

Weather moderated.

School small.

11 7.
Sat. Warm, and somewhat cloudy. We went to Pats. I went to mill
etc. As we came home in the afternoon with a load of plank, meal,
feathers, etc. etc. old Med fell down broad side, and I had to unhitch
her before she could get up again. Mollie and Jo. were scared bad
enough. So was I. Charles Benbow came up in the time of the scuffle,
and asked if she--old gray--had lay down to rest. After I got things
loose she got up with out any serious injury to herself, the harness,
or t he wagon.

"8. S. Warm and cloudy. We staid at home all day.
in the eveing and staid all night.

9. M.

Clear and very warm for December.

13. _Friday.

Caleb came ave~

Had 12 scholars today.

This has been a week of fine weather.

Taught school.

14. Sat. Mostly clear, and cold.
Caleb staid with us last night, and
helped me kill a black guinea pig this morning.
It weighs 72 pounds
even, was over a year old, .and tolerbly fat. I cut and hauled wood and
pine tr is p , m ,
11

11 15.
S. We staid at home all day. Two of John Jennings' girls-Rebeca & Elizabeth came over in the afternoon.
11

16. M.

Taught school.

"17. T. Killed-our hogs. Alfred Campbell helped me. They weighed as
follows ?2 + 104 + 110 + 113 = 3 99. I sold sister Mary 4 7 ~ pounds 01·
pork, then 399 - 47~ = 357~ pounds of pork for us.
11

18.

Taught school.

19. Th. Covered the north side of our old house. Charles Benbow and
Enos Windsor helped me. We got it done k before 2 p.m.
20 F.

Taught school.·

21 & 22d.

Saturday & Sunday.

Sunday it rained and sleeted

22
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23 M. The trees, fences, bushes, etc etc. are heavy laden with ice
this morning.
24. T.

Dismissed School at 12 o'clock to-day for Christmas.

Christmas passed off without much noise. A good many of the rowdies,
whose delight it was to disturb the peace and quietude of our neighborhood on former occasions like this, are now in the army. Their room is
good company. The scarcity of powder will account for the little
shooting, and no accidents, that I heard of, which are generaly the
result of a careless use of firearms.

I

ERRATA
01-15-1861

line 3

"home" was omitted after "backn

03-23-1861

line 3

"o l," should be "old"

04-20-1861

line 6

"t oa ny TT should be "t o any n

05-24-1861

line 5

"of" should be omitted
The entry for the date was omitted.
It should
read as follows:
Saturday 22d. Another week of hot, dry weather.
Hoed corn. Corn has not suffered much yet, but
oat & garden stuff have. Oats will be Tlshortn
this year.

06-22-1861

10-21-1861

line 6

"a Ll," was omitted after "h i s "

_,j

The following entry was found on the page preceding diary entries for
January 1862.

,.

A ,,ril 4, 1861.

To make good ink.
Take half an ounce of powdered dogwood bark, 2 drachmas of coperas,
2 scruples of gum arrbic, crerry tree gum, and put them into one
pint of rain water; mix them together, and in a few days it will be
fit for use.
Gunn's Domestic Medicine

Diary for January 1862.
I taught School this month, only losing one day, and that the last day
of the month. Cause,--I was sick.
Weather.--It has generally been warm. We had one or two heavy sleets,
a little snow, rain, and~ few cold days.
Diary for February 1862.
I taught School about half of this month, and quit.
In this month we had a good deal of rain and hail, a teavy sleet or
two, a little snow, and one day of hard wind on which a great many
"old treesn were blown down in the fields, some of !!l1. fence, a few
green "giants of the forest" were uprooted.
Our baby--we have not named him yet--was born the 12 of this month.
He's a fine boy. Weighed nine pounds. Mary {sister) staid with us
a week or so and left. Mary Hampton then came and staid with us three
weeks.
Sunday 2Jd was a nice day. Pa came over and stad with us all day.
Jane & Catharan, Mollie7s sisters, paid us a visit to-day too.
Diary for March 1862.
Saturday the first day of this month it hailed, rained, snowed. It
was a bad time to be out, but there was a general parade at Williams
Burg. I was there. A call . for 164 volunteers was made. Three companies, viz.--Youngs, Cashes and Grayhams turned out their quota, but
the other three, viz.--~illiamsburg, Fraylies and Taylors Springs
failed. A bounty of $100 is now offered.
Sunday 2d was cool and cloudy.
gon. Jd was a very rainy day.
smith.

I went to the

shop but did not find the

Tuesday 4 I choped some in the new ground.
Wed. 5 I hauled wood and rails. To-day there was a draft at Williamsburg! Ten men in the Wmsburg Co. viz.--N~rtin Jacks, F. M. Barnard,
Jos. W. Haith, Littleton Hutson, W. L. Shoemaker, Wm Trivett, Alexander Hames, J. E. Forcum, A. M. Slate, W. C. Lindly, were drafted.
Trere are but few men in this country that ever witnessed a draft before, as this is the first since tte War of 1812, and there were but
few drafted then. Tten our fatters had England to contend with. Now
we have "all the world, and the rest of mankind. n
Thursday. 6.
Eagle Mills.
Friday 7.

It snowed most of the afternoon very fast.

A very c o Ld j windy day.

March.

Sat. 8. Clear and not so cold. I went to mill,
Ellen came home with me to see Jody & the baby.
Sun. 9.

Clear· and warm.

I went to

came back by Pa's.

Diary for Yarch 1862.
Monday 10, and no oats sowed yet. Warm, cloudy and rained fast for
an hour or so about the turn of the day. I have not plowed a furrow
yet. I intended plowing the garden to-day, but the rain prevented me.
I fixed up the fence, set out some peach and apple trees, set the cabbage stalks and "Ha nover-s " for salad, etc.
Tues. 11. Plowed up the garden in the A. M. and went to Jesse Tetroes
choping in the p. m.
Wed. 12. Commenced sowing oats, planted our peas, a few onions, etc.
Tolerbly warm. Alex. Benbow came by on his way to Statesville after
tis School money, and as I have no way to go, I sent in my Draft too.
Thursday 13. A cool rainy day. We finished planting onions this morning, and I planted 7 short rows of potatoes.
Friday 14. A rainy day. Went to the shop, to Eagle Mills and to Troy.
Paid T. Holcomb two dollars ($2) for tanning sole leather. Pa and
Vic came over this
evening.
,
Sat. 15. It rained a great deal this A. M.
I went with Pa over to
P. Campbell's to buy wheat, but he did not get any.
Sun. 16. Windy and cool. We staid at home till 2 or 3 p. m. and then
·went to Jesse Teatroes and staid an hour or so. This was tte first
Sunday visit we ever paid them.
Mon. 17.

"

Clear and warm. · Plowed a little in the p. m.

Tues. 18. Had a heavy frost this morning, but the day was warm.
a few oats.

Sowed

Wed. 19. Cloudy and cool. Sowed a few oats and planted some potatoes
in the A. M. and in tte p. m. it rained. Who ever saw so much rain in
~~rch? Two or three days every week!
Th.

20.

Still raining.

Fri. 21. Cool and a little windy. Enoch Coffin finished his job of
clearing and spliting rails to-day, and I paid him off. He cleared
1 3/4 acres of ground, and split (so he said, I did not count them)
1200 rails. I gave him $3 per acre for the clearing, and 25 cents
oer hundred for the rails. He boarded himself. Dont think he more
than cleared his fifty cents a day, if that.
Sat. 22. Cold and windy. Hauled 12 loads wood off my new ground,
went to Benj. Coffins and got half a gallon molasses.
I gave half
bushel of potatoes for them.
Potatoes sell this spring at ~l per
bushel.
Sunday 23. Cold weatter.
We staid at home.
in the afternoon and staid an hour or so.
Mon. 24.

Still cold and windy.

Brother

Planted potatoes.

Caleb came over

Diary for March 1862.
Tues. 25. Finished my potatoe patct, about 1/20 of an acre. I opened trenches with the plow, draped in the "tater" and then filled said
trenches with rich earth from a gully that was filled 3 years ago
with pine brush, leaves, etc, and from pine woods. I hauled 10 one
horse loads. I plowed in oats in the p. m.
Wednesday 26. A stormy day. Thunder and lightening, rain, hail and
snow. It did not rain nor hail very much, but I do not think I ever
saw snow fall faster nor in larger flakes.
I do not remember ever
seeing such a day as this before. Pa says it used to thunder and
lighten in snow clouds when he was a boy. But few snow clouds visit
us these days, and when one does come we don't look for thunder and
. lightening, but for something colder.
Thurs. 27.

Went to mill.

Friday 28.

Finished sowing my winter oats.

Sat. 29. Cloudy and cool.
do

Shadrack Bell and wife paid us a visit to-

Sun. 30.
day.

Do

Mon. 31.

Sowed oats, sowed oats.

April the first.
to-day.
"2. Wed.

Cloudy.

A nice, warm day.

Joshua Sprinkle choped for me

Finished sowing oats.

"3. Th. Clear and warm. ·Went over to Campbell's mill and engaged
five bushels of corn, at $1 oer bushel, for Pa. We went to Pa's this
evening.

"4. F.

I

& Jody came home with a load of hay, and Mollie went on to

her pa's.

Ao. 5.

Rained a little in the forenoon.
a'gallon or so of very nice tar to-day.

Ellison Johnson and I run us

"6. Sun. I & Jody cut out this morning after Mother. I left him at
Pa's to play with Vic, Ellen & Lenny and went on to Mr. Bell's where I
found Mollie & baby all safe. Shadrack and his wife were there also,
so we had a real chat.
We talked of war, and talked of peace
We talked of men, and talked of geece.
The 7, 8, & 9 were cool, rainy days.
The 10, 11 & 12 variable, 13 cloudy & cool.
Saturday April 19. Rain, rain, rain. l'.'Jade 2 pairs of shoes--mine &
Jodies--tris week, fenced one side of my new ground, etc.

Diary for April 1862.
Sat. Aor. 26. Enoch Coffin worked three days for me this week. We
finished the new ground & pasture fences, split a few rails, some
firewood, etc. etc. Enoch left Friday morning.
I went to plowing,
& after dinner we commenced planting corn. Jody draped the corn. It
rained Friday evening and Saturday.
Cleared off Sunday morning 27.
Monday 28. Cloudy & cleared
Johnson and went to mill.

off.

I got 2~ busrels

of corn of E.

A.

Thuesday 29 we expected to have planted a little more corn, but when
I went out to give old Med her breakfast I found her unaole to get up •
. I got 3 hands and we tried to help her up, but it was all in vain.
She never got up any more. She died on the night of the first day of
May.

Wed. the JO of Apr. & Thursday the first of May it rained. Friday 2
A. M. I invited some hands to help me roll logs, and p. m. of the
same day I went over to Pa's. Sat. J. 4 of my nieghbors came in and
we had a ''log r~lling." Got thr6' about eleven o'clock.
Sunday 4. Cloudy and rains moderately. Who ever saw so much rain?
I think it has rained, on an average, two or three days in every week
since the first of March. It is now the 4 of May and th ere is but
very little corn in the ground yet. Think this spring is at least a
month later than springs used to be.
Mcnday 5.

A rainy day.

Mended a pair of shoes for Mrs. S. Johnson.

T. 6. Clear and cool. Went up to Col. M. Willburns and paid the Interest ($9) for three years·past on my note. I also paid him ~2.60
interest on Pa's note.
W. 7. Th. 8. F. 9. Sat. 10. Clear and warm.
Hired Ellison's
planted corn. Planted the sugar cane seeds yesterday 10th.
Sun. 11.

mule and

Warm and dry.

M.

12.

Planted our sweetpotatoes.

T.

13.

Caleb helped

me haul wood and rails off my new ground.

W. 14. Cloudy, and rained some in the forenoon.
in the new ground, sheared the sheep,
etc.

Fired the log piles

Th. & F. 15 & 16--Cloudy
days with now and then a light shower,--just
enough to soften the ground on top for the corn to get thro'.
Its
coming up nicely too.
Sat. 17.
Rained lightly to-day too.
Four days this week of damp
weather.
Well "Its all for the best."
T/fuatever pleases the Lord
should please us, be it "rain or shine."
"Whatever is, is right,n
refferance to the dealings of God witr man.
Sun. 18.
Pleasant, growing weather
We planted our new ground corn tte 26 & 27 days of this montb.

in

Diary for Jurte & July 1862.
The first week in June was very rainy. The waters got up and cleaned
out some of the creek bottoms to the clay, or as deep as they had been
broke. Such heavy rains are providential, and for some good, but we
cant see exactly how men are benefited by having their farms so completely washed away. One thing, however, we do know, and that is that
all things work together for the spiritual welfare of all those that
love God. 0 for that spirit that prompted Job when he said, "The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord."
The wheat crop has failed in this and adjoining counties.
The stray
cured up like hay and some of it fell down. Some say a worm in the
stalk causes it to fall. The red rust killed the blades about the
time it was heading out. I sowed 2~ bushels and raised 12.
I &
brother Caleb hauled it to Shade Myars' machine the last week in July
and had it thrased.
The oats are a failure too, all that were sowed
last spring, those. sowed those sowed last fall and winter were very
good. I sowed, last spring, 2 bushels of winter oats, and saved JO
bundles and 2 of spring or black oats and saved 14 doz.
Dry weather in June and the rust cut off the oat crop in these parts.
Corn is small, but looks well. Hope we shall have a heavy crop.
$2.50 are offered for wheat, 1.50 for corn and JO cts for bacon, &
on~ dollar for oats. I bought 2 bushels of winter oats of Pa last
week for which I gave 10 lbs bacon.
I bought J bunches of cotton
yarn at $J per bunch! Money is plenty, and food and raiment scarce.
Diary for August 1862.
Two pr three weeks of dry weather in this month cut off the corn crop
very much. Dant think I ever knew a failure of every thing before.
Short wheat, tmany farmers raised less thatn they sowed, and that of
an inferior quality) short oats, short corn, and srort every thing
else. A famine is feared among all classes, but more among those who
,; have all to buy & nothing to sell. This is indeed a r.ar-d time with
·;:.:\them.
The hireling now, w i t.h a large family to support, has to work
~'.~:two days for four pounds of bacon, three days for one bushel of corn,
. :''rnd six days for one bushel of wheat!
And I fear the time is not far
·,-.-;,ff whe n meat and bread will not be had at any price.
Well if tte
)rd will.let famine, pestilence or any thing else come that will
\~tng tte dreadful war now raging in our land to a close.
There is
~·~haps nothing better calculated to humble a nation than famine and
'',~'~ing better calculated to produce famine than war and short crops •
. ~~ewe
have, in the South, to a fearful extent.
Famine, famine,
·/~·:.~it may be seven years famine, seems to stare us in the face.
Thy
· ··: O Lor-d , be done on earth as it is done in heaven.
As our days
:·· ''..~mand so let our strength be. Amen.

·-<._"\<.t
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Diary for Se pt ember

1862 •

week in this month Col. Thomas Holcomb &, I went to Salem,
"i'- · ,·.: · -·_.-_N. C. to get our wool carded. We carried wool for six of
• .: , .-.''-)ors too. 'tJe drove into town about night, and early next
:-.·:,·x .</~·:~r rools 1/llere ready •
.·
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