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Dysartsville Church 
Calls New Pastor 
The Rev. Roy 0. Collins I 

accepted a call on Sunday, r" 
Nov. 11 to pastor the, 
Dysartsville Baptist 
Church. 
Rev. Collins, a former 

pastor of East Marion Bap 
tist Church, where he serv 
ed 15 years, has also 
pastored churches in Ken 
tucky and Tennessee. 
He is married to the 

former Maude Ellen Frye 
of Knoxville, Tenn. She 
formerly taught school in 
McDowell County. 
The new pastor and his 

wife live on Sunset Drive, 
Marion, and they are the 
parents of three sons, 
Robert J. Collins, the Rev. REV. ROY 0. COLLINS 
Roy Collins II and Don Col- 
lins. There are four grand- 
children who are members 
of the family. 
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'Churched' Woman Charged 
In Burning Of Farm Tractor 

By WAKE BRIDGES 
Record Associate Editor 

MORGANTON - A woman recently ousted 
from Dysartsville Baptist Church in eastern 
McDowell County near the Burke County line 
and her son have been bound over to McDowell 
Superior Court on charges of setting fire to a 
neighbor's tractor. 

In McDowell County District Court, Judge 
Hollis Owens found probable cause against 
Mattie Buchanan and her son, Tommie Buchan 
an, on the charge of malicious use of incendiary 
material and conspiring to damage private 
property owned by J.A. Biggerstaff of Dys 
artsville. 

Biggerstaff's wife, Ruth Biggerstaff, was the 
state's only witness at the preliminary hearing. 

Mrs. Biggerstaff said that on late afternoon of 
Dec. 19, she saw the Buchanans throw a liquid 
substance on a tractor owned by her husband, 
after which, she testified, the vehicle burst into 
flames. 

She said that after the tractor caught fire, she 

~ickory Daily Record. --·- 
1gh Point Enterprise 

Jacksonville Daily News 
Kannapolis Independent 
Kinston Free Press 
Lenoir News Topic 
Lexington Dispatch 
Lumberton: Robesonian 
Morganton News-Herald 
New Bern: Sun-Journal 
Norfolk: Virginia Pilot 
Raleigh: News & Observer 
Raleigh Times 
Reidsville Review 

JAN 1 l 1979 

ran to a barn and alerted her husband. 
About the same time, Mrs. Biggerstaff said, 

her daughter arrived and her husband told her to 
call the "fire department and the law." 
Mrs. Buchanan, 54, told the Record shortly 

after she was expelled from membership in the 
church late last year that she did not know why 
the board of deacons voted to expel her. 
The tractor incident with which Mrs. Buchan 

an and her son. are charged is alleged to have 
occurred shortly after she had been ousted from 
the church. 
Mrs. Buchanan, who told the Reco'rd that she 

had taught Sunday school at the church over a 
period of 30 years and had donated large sums of 
money to the church, said she was informed by 
a letter dated Dec. 4, that she had been 
"churched" for what she was told was "conduct 
unbecoming a Christian." 

Mrs. Buchanan told the Record late last year 
that she planned no legal action against the 
church, but was concerned about possible darn 
age to her reputation because of the action. 
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Church Expulsion For Misconduct Is Rare In America 
By JIM PHARR 

Stall Writer 

Mattie Buchanan, for 30 years a member of the tiny 
· Dysartsville Missionary Baptist Church In rural McDowell 
County, recentely was expel d from the church for "conduct 
unbecoming a Christian." 
Revocation of church membership played an important role 

in the historic days of various denominations but is virtually 
unheard of today. 
Mrs. Buchanan, 54, said she received " terribly disturbing" 

news in the letter informing her that she had been "churched." 
The Rev. Paul Ford, chairman of the church's board of 

. deacons, said, "That simply means she's been expelled from 
fellowship ... and is no longer a member of the church." 
Ford wouldn't say why her conduct was unacceptable and 

Mrs. Buchanan says she's not sure what she's done to warrant 
such a judgment. 
Meanwhile, Mrs. Buchanan indicated hard feelings since she 

has given the church about $3,000, a van and a piano during the 
past 30 years. 

" I'm not pushing for membership .. .If they don't want me, I 
don't want them," she said. "I just want to meet my accusers 
and hear my charges." 
Church expluslons are rare and are sometimes accompanied 

b}' steamy arguments and threats of court action. 
For example, last fall, Giles Carpenter a 15-year member and 

former deacon of Hildebran's First Baptist Church, was expel 
led after he was accused of "trying to start trouble" because of 
his questions about church finances. 
Discussing the historic church membership expulsions, Dr. 

L.P. Plyler. associate professor of Religion at Methodist Col 
lege, said, "I don't recall any such incidents in the last 25 
years. 

"Prior to that time, I can remember people being dropped 
from church rolls because they didn't keep up their atten 
dance." 
Recalling an, Incident from "more primitive periods," Plyler 

said he read one set of church books recording that a presiding 
elder rejected one-half of the members during a visit because 
their conduct was not appropriate. 

Today's United Methodist discipline, Plyler said, employes a 
process that keer,s a person "always in an active status with 
the church body. ' 
"I think personally the denominational churches make a 

more careful effort about how the membership will conduct 
themselves," the professor said. 
"The educational program of the church Is structured In such 

a way as to help persons st.ay within these moral structures." 
Present-day membership rejection probably occurs in local' 

covenants In which the interpretation of the meaning of being 
a Christian "is confined exclusively to a small group," Plyler 
said. 
Raising a question of contributions made to a church, the 

professor said, might make a person wonder "what it costs to 
get to heaven." 
Bill Boatwright, spokesman for the N.C. Baptist State Con 

vention, said, "Individual churches are completely autonomous 
when it comes to making these (membership) decisions. They 
don't have to check with us first and they don't have to tell us 
about It after It's done." 

Dr. Robert Wilson, professor of Religion at Duke Divinity 
School in Durham, said, "It's done never in the Methodist 
Church. 
"You might find It more often in the smaller sects ... where 

there are clear, rigid behavioral standards .... But in the main 
line churches, formal expluslon is so rare It's almost never 
encountered." · 
Homer Keever, in charge of archives for the United Method 

ist Church's Western Conference, said in Colonial America 
expulsions were the commonly used tactic of church discipline 
- a way of creating respect for rules on attendance, tithes and 
behavior in church and out. 

Keever said in a two-year period in the late 1830s 110 mem 
bers were thrown out of about 25 churches In the circuit's 
six-county area. Their offenses ranged from skipping family 
prayers to marrying a young woman without her parent's 
permission. 
Modern churches have moved more to the position that "we 

need to help them instead of kicking them out," Keel·er said. 



urcfied' Woma 
By HARRIETT DOCKERY 

Record Staff Writer 
DYSARTSVILLE - Mattie 

Rabb Buchanan, a 54-year wom 
an recently ousted from mem 
bership at the Dysartsville Bap 
tist Church, said Friday siie'fla'S 
not yet learned why the board of 
deacons voted to expel her. 

Mrs. Buchanan, who says she 
has taught Sunday school for 30 
years and has donated large 
sums of money to the church, 
was informed by a letter dated 
Dec. 4 that she had been 
"churched" - removed from 
the rolls - for "conduct un 
becoming a christian (sic), the 
christian (sic) church and its 
cause." 

A hearing, scheduled for 8 
p.m. Thursday at Mrs. Buchan 
an's request, was canceled bee 
cause a deacon was out of town. 
The Rev. Paul Ford, chairman 
of the board of deacons, said 
that a hearing would be sched 
uled when all the deacons are 
able to meet with Mrs. Buchan 
an. 

.. . 
• 

"We are willing to meet with 
Mattie Buchanan any time - 
day or night - in a Christian 
manner," Ford said. He said no 
attorney and no members of the 
press will be allowed to attend 
the hearing. 

"Church business is not pub 
lic business," Ford said. · 
He refused to elaborate on the 

church's charge of unbecoming 
conduct, saying that Mrs. Bu 
chanan's character was "com 
mon knowledge in the communi 
ty." 
He said church records in 

dicate that Mrs. Buchanan has 
taught Sunday school during two 
separate years in the early 
1950s, but that she has not 
taught or held any other church 
offices during the last six years. 
"We are sorry that this thing 

got blown up out of proportion," 
Ford said. "This was not done 
out of malice." 
Mrs. Buchanan said she was 

"really shocked" at the action 
and that she planned to leave 

her community for a few days 
so she could "think and pray 
about it." 
Mrs. Buchanan said she plans 

no legal action against the 
church, but is concerned about 
possible damage to her reputa 
tion because of the action. 

Wants Explanation 
"I'm not going to law the can "answer to something." She Buchanan. Ford said there was Ford said two persons were 

church," she said. "I just want indicated she would make no discussion of the charges. "churched," for misconduct. 
to learn what it's all about." restitution for her conduct if The letter Mrs. Buchanan re- He said the other former mem- 
Mrs Buchanan, an accoun- church officials will tell her ceived Tuesday said that the ber had "quit the church" - 

tant with Dysartsville com- what she did wrong. church voted unanimously to stopped attending services - 
munity offices, said she wants The "churching" followed oust her, but Mrs. Buchanan and that formal action was 
the church to state specific · testimony of one other church said that one church member taken because he had held an 
charges against her so that she member who lives near Mrs. did not "stand up against" her. important church office. 
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Dys arts ville 
Calls New 
Pastor 

In a called conference, 
Sunday, August 21, 
Dysartsville ~t 
Church called astfieir 
pastor, Franklin Jay Mc 
Carson of Marion The 
vote was unanimous. 
Rev. McCarson will 
assume his duties at the 
Wednesday night ser 
vice, August 24. 
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'Terribly Disturbing' News 
. ' / 

W oman's Church Membership Hevoked For 'Conduct Unbecoming A Christian' 
By LaFLEUR PAYSOUR 

Observer Staff Writer 
MARION - Mattie . Buchanan often 

gets mail from Dysartsville Missionary 
Baptist Church. 

Btft" the letter that came to her home 
early last month was nothing like past 
mailings. It held what she calls "terribly 
disturbing" news. 

Suddenly, after she had been part of 
tiny McDowell County congregation for 
some 30 years, fellow church-goers had 
voted to revoke her membership. 

In the rural McDowell County vernac 
, ular, there's an ominous-sounding term for 
what happened to Mrs. McDowell: she has 
been "churched." 

"As far as we're concerned,'.' said the 
Rev. Paul Ford, chairman of the board of 

deacons, "that simply means she's been 
expelled from fellowship ..• and is no 
longer a member of the church." 

The reason for the action, according to 
her dismissal letter, was what the seven 
member board of deacons called "conduct 
unbecoming a Christian". 

Rev. Ford wouldn't say why her con 
duct was unacceptable and Mrs. Buchanan, 
54, says she's not sure what she's done to 
warrant such a judgment. 

Meanwhile, hard feelings are germinat 
ing within the woman whom church re 
cords credit with giving the church about 
$3,000, a van and a piano during the past 
30 years. 

"I'm not pushing for membershi 
If they don't want me I don't want 

them ••• I just want to meet my accusers 
and hear my charges." 

Church expulsions are rare but they do 
occur - sometimes quietly, sometimes 
after formal trials before church officials, 
and sometimes accompanied by steamy ar 
guments and threats of court action. 

1. For example, it happened last fall .to 
Giles Carpenter, a 15-year member and 
former deacon of Hildebran's First Baptist 
Church. 

A 12-member deacon board accused 
Carpenter of "trying to start trouble" and 
voted to expel him because of his ques 
tions about church finances. 

The deacons' vote was based on the 
belief that Carpenter's inquiries about the 
source and use of $11,000 worth of church 
.contributions were equivalent to accusing 

church leaders of misusing funds. By a 
slim margin - some members say nine 
votes - the congregation voted to oust 
Carpenter. 

The procedure for expulsion varies 
from church to church since most Protes 
tant co n g r.e g at.io ns set their own 
guidelines for accepting and dismissing 
members, said Bill Boatwright, spokesman 
for the N.C. State Baptist Convention. 

"Individual churches are completely 
autonomous when it comes to making 
these (membership) decisions," he said. 
"They don't have to check with us (con 
vention officials) first and they don't have 
to tell us about after it's done." 

For that reason, there are no figures to 
show how frequently· expulsions occur. 
But clergy, church officials and religion 

researchers agree it's rare. 
"It's done virtually never in the Meth 

odist Church," said Dr. Robert Wilson, 
professor of religion at Duke Divinity 
School in Durham. 

"You might find it more often in the 
smaller sects ... where there are clear. 
rigid behavioral standards ..• But in the 
mainline churches, formal expulsion is so 
rare it's almost never encountered." 

But there was a day when it was 
"quite common", says Homer Keever, 
who, at 74, reigns over the archives for 
the United Methodist Church Western Dis 
trict Conference in Charlotte. 

In Colonial America and' on into the 
late 18th century, expulsions were the 

Continued from Page 1 G 
commonly used tactic of church 
discipline - a way of creating re 
spect for rules on attendance, 
tithes, and behavior in church and 
out. 

With every letter of every law 
held up for observance, Keeyer 
added, "it was normal, back then, 
to hear of 10 or 12 (expulsions) a 
year (across western North Caroli· 
na). 

The rate was even higher for 
the Charlotte Circuit of the Meth· 
odist Episcopal Churches, he said. 
In a two-year period in the late 
1830s, 110 members were thrown 
out of about 25 churches in the 
circuit's six-county area. Their of 
fenses ranged from skipping family 
prayers to marrying a young 
woman without her parents' per 
mission 

But as church laws loosened, 
xpulsions became more and more 

rare, says Duke's Dr. Wilson - 
" ... so rare that it's become 
more of a curiosity tha11 a phenom 
enon." 

It's the irony of the expulsion 
notion that's most baffling, says 
Keever. 

If churches exist "to help peo 
pie be better people, it doesn't 
make much sense to throw them 
out when they do things that 
somebody else considers bad," he 
theorized. "We found out maybe 
we need to help them instead of 
kicking them out." 

Rev. Ford says he's comfortable 
with that line of thinking but only 
up to a point. 

" ... And that's the point 
where we have to say that all our 
helpful suggestions are doing n~ 
good .... When that happens," he 
added, "it looks like the person has 
no concern and no respect for the - 
church . . . and that's when he 
should be dismissed." 



CHURCHES IN NORTH CAROLINA BEGUN PRIOR TO 1830 
As named by Morgan Edwards, John Asplund, G. W. Paschal or others U ; (!--<?! 
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Association: ~ ~ 
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Date of lapse, if extinct: ~~~~-~~~~~--~ 
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Sunday School 
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Financial Records: -~~--- L l ( l l l 

Unpublished histories or historical sketches: (Give author, title, date when written, 
and note if written in one of the record books.) 
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Published histories or historical sketches or directories, etc.: (Give author, place 
and date of publication) 

Other records, miscellaneous manuscript material; diaries, etc.: 

Other information, particularly as to the origins, history and previous names of 
the church: 

This survey will be picked up at the time the records are turned over to the 

person in charge at the microfilming locality. Y(! ;t!, 



Dedication November '9, 1969 

Dysartsville Baptist Church 
Rev. R. L. Crawford, Pastor 

"The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad" 
Psalm 126:3 

Order of Service for Dedication 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m Burton Brooks, Superintendent 

Praise in Song 11:00 a.m Richard Buchanan 

Sermon & Dedication 11:20 a.m Rev. R. L. Crawford in charge 

Sermon Rev. Henry Powell 



"History of The Dysartsville Baptist Church" 
The Dysartsville Baptist Church was organized May 2, 1857, with 

eleven charter members, Rev. J. C. Grayson was the first pastor, serv 
ing from 1857 to 1859, <ind at various intervals in later years. Other 
pastors who have served the Dysartsville Church are as follows: 
R. E. Rollins 1850-1862 J. W. Sinclair 1936-1937 
Louts McCurry 1873- L. G. Redding 1937-1940 
F. H. Posten and B. B. L. W. Cain 1942- 
Harris 1892-1896 W. F. McGinnis 1943- 

W. N. Whitesides 1896-1901 R. L. Smith 1944-1948 
J. D. Hunt 1901-1904 J. R. Pruette 1948-1949 
O. J. Shell 1906-1912 E. K. Baker 1950-1953 
B. B. Harris 1912-1924 J. J. Guffey, Sr. .. 1953-1954 
J. C. Sorrels 1919-1920 Paul Pittman 1955- 
J. M. Brown 1921-1922 David Chatham 1956-1957 
E. P. White 1922-1925 Frank Hollifield 1957-1961 
J. E. Hill 1926-1929 Ralph Melton 1961-1962 
J. G. Benfield 1929-1935 R. L. Crawford 1962- 

According to the minutes of the Green River Association in 
1857, the Dysartsville Church had a membership of 21, and total con 
tributions of $1.05, and there were three baptized during the year. 

On September 8, 1928, it was moved and seconded that we join 
the Blue Ridge Baptist Association. The following were appointed as 
delegates to the Association: W. N. Laughridge, W. H. Taylor and F. 
C. Daves. Rev. J. E. Hill was pastor at this time. 

The present pastor of the 
Church, Rev. R. L. Crawford began 
his ministry at Dysartsville on Oct. 
14, 1962. The Pastor's salary at this 
time was $60 per month. Since then 
the pastor's salary has been raised 
to $75 per week. Also at this time 
we only had preaching service twice 
a month, now we have preaching 
every Sunday since May 9, 1965. 

In 1963, the Church adopted 
a budget covering our expenditures, 
apart from the building fund. The 
Church adopted the envelope system 
as a means of keeping our records 
for our members, called the pastor 
indefinitely, and entered the retire 
ment plan with our pastor. 

In 1962, the building fund 
totaled $2,300; by 1966 the building 
fund totaled $10,000. 

Through the help of Rev. Guy Johnson, the Architecture Depart 
ments of the State Baptist Convention and the Sunday School Board 
of Nashville, Tenn., we came up with a plan for a New House of Wor 
ship. The plan was presented by the building committee to the Church 
on Sept. 4, 1966. The plan was adopted. In addition the Church voted 
to have a well dug and the timber cut off the Church lot. The next 
week the well was dug and the timber felled. 

We set Oct. 30, 1966 as a homecoming day. We had many 
meetings, wrote a letter of invitation and challenges for help from 
a number of friends. The great day came; on this day and the week 
following we raised better than $2,200. This brought our building fund 
total to above $13,000. We borrowed an additional $10,000 from Mr. J. 



LITANY OF DEDICATION 

Pastor: Having been led by the good hand of God, and enabled by His 
grace and power to complete this house of worship, we now stand in 
His holy presence and dedicate this building to Him. 

People: "Bless the Lord O my soul, and forget not his benefits." Bless 
His holy name forever. 

Pastor: To the glory of God the Father, who has called us by His 
grace, to honor His Son who loved us, and gave Himself for us; to the 
praise of the Holy Spirit, who illumines and sanctifies us. 

People: We Dedicate this house. 

Pastor: For the worship of God in prayer and praise; for the preach 
ing of the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ, for the observance of the 
New Testament ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 

People: We Dedicate this house. 

Pastor: For the dedication of our children, for their nurture in the 
instruction of the Lord. 

People: We Dedicate this house. 

Pastor: For the Christian education of our youth; for their salvation by 
faith in Jesus Christ; and for their enlistment in the causes of His 
kingdom. 

People: We Dedicate this house. 

Pastor: For the comfort of all who mourn; for the strength of those 
who are tempted and tested; and a light to those who seek the way. 

People: We Dedicate this house. 

Pastor: For the building of Christian homes; for the promotion of per 
sonal and social righteousness in our community, for the extension of 
the Kingdom of God to the ends of the earth. 

People: We Dedicate this house. 

Pastor: In grateful recognnition of the noble leadership of former 
Pastors and the faithful labors of former members; in affectionate 
Remembrance of our beloved dead whose prayers and gifts are joined 
with ours today. 

People: We Dedicate this house. 

Pastor: We Dedicate this house and rededicate ourselves to God in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 



L. Crow of Forest City, a friend of our pastor, with five years to pay 
it back. 

On Feb. 26, 1967, we had moved into our beautiful new build 
ing. New pulpit furniture was bought, and a new piano was donated 
by a family of our members. The cost of the building, together with 
furnishings was approximately $29,000. The indebtedness was liquidat 
ed Sept. 4, 1969. 

On Nov. 6, 1968, the Church voted to send the Biblical Record 
er to every family of its members. 

On Oct. 2, 1968, one of our members, Mr. Walker Toney was 
licennsed to preach. Mr. Toney had served as Superintendent of Sun 
day School for eight years. 

On Dec. 15, 1968, the Church presented the pastor, Rev. R. L. 
Crawford a 1967 Oldsmobile. The cost of the car was $1,800, plus the 
finance charge on $800.00. The balance of $164.58 owing on the car 
is the only indebtedness of the Church. 

The building committee were as follows: Rev. R. L. Crawford, 
Rev. Walker Toney, Mr. Burton Brooks, Mr. Claude Allison and Mr. 
Joe Laughridge. 

The Trustees are: Mr. David Toney, Mr. Willie Sumlin and Mr 
Henry Cooper. 

The Deacons are: Mr. Henry Cooper, chairman; Mr. David Ton 
ey and Mr. Willie Sumlin. Mr. Henry Suttles is also a Deacon but in 
active because of ill health. 

Total expenditures for this year have been $13,117.48, and total 
contributions for the year was $12,806.98. 

The membership is made up of 74 resident and 50 non-resident 
members, making a total of 124 members. 

The Church had had two revivals this year, two baptisms, three 
joined by letter and a well attended Vacation Bible School. 

Average attendance in Sunday School is 49. 
The Dysartsville Baptist Church is grateful to Almighty God for 

His many Blessings that He has given us. We thank God for the de 
dicated christians that have stood for Christ in the past and the ones 
that will stand for Him in the future. -Shirley Brooks, Historian 
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