
Bob Eagles of Crisp, one of the two remaining Eagles in the 
community that was once named for his family, enter into the 

original Ea a tist Church, built in the 1890s. A new brick 
church was built in the mid-1 OOs. 

Crisp community turns 100 
By WALLYCE TODD 

STAFF WRITER 
The post office made it official. 
One hundred years ago, the 

small community of Crisp - 
known for years as Eagles or 
Eagles Store - came into exis 
tence because Selius M. Crisp 
applied for a post office. 

Crisp had made the application 
to The Post Office Department on 
he and his mercantile business part 
ner's "Eagles and Crisp" stationery, 
requesting a post office called 
Eagles. When the department sug 
gested "Crisp" be used since sev 
eral other offices in the state had 
the word Eagles in it, the business 
man agreed, and the community of 
Crisp was born. 

Located 11 miles south of 
Tarboro, at the intersection of U.S. 
258 and N.C. 124 highways, Crisp 
consists of about two square miles. 

Now, the village of about 300 
people, mostly farmers, is celebrat- 

ing its centennial - and folks who 
live there are proud of their land 
and its people. 

"It's really God's green earth," 
Josephine Owens said. "It's a won 
derful place. (Those here) are the 
nicest people on earth, I assure you 
of that." 

Owens, who was born in 
Tarboro, has lived in Crisp for 25 
years. She has no desire to move 
back "to town.," as she believes her 
neighbors are the nicest in the 
world. 

"If you're in trouble, hurt or 
sick, the doors will soon open ... " 
Owens said, as she walked out of 
Eagles Baptist Church in Crisp on 
Sunday. 

The church is one of the center 
pieces of the community, named 
for the same Eagles family, that 
gave the community its first name. 

The original white wood build 
ing that housed the church was 
moved to a nearby lot when the 
"new" brick church was built in the 

late 40s, early 50s. The original 
Sunday School classes were in 
another building, which, when 
moved, became a house for a local 
family. 

James Allen, one of the three 
partners in Allen Farms of Crisp, 
moved to Crisp in 1929 when he 
was eight. Since then, he's become 
an integral part of the community, 
fathering six children and getting 
involved in agriculture organiza 
tions on the local and state level. 

He and three friends, Bob and 
Lum Eagles of Crisp and Amanda 
Mayo of Tarboro got together at the 
Eagles Church to reminisce about 
their childhood in Crisp. The men 
still reside there, having worked 
hard to make a living from the land 
around them. 

"It's been a good life, but it was 
hard, it's been tough," Allen said. 
His father was hit and killed by a 
car a year or so after the Allen fam 
ily came to Crisp. The elder Allen 
left behind a pregnant wife with 

four young boys, who staunchly 
made it through the Depression and 
the difficult years that followed. 

The two Eagles men - the only 
two Eagles left in Crisp - also 
remember some tough times during 
their childhood, but like Allen and 
Mayo, they believe the local com 
munity made living in Crisp an 
enjoyable experience. 

"When we were growing up ... " 
said Mayo (who hopes to move 
back to Crisp in the near future)" ... 
we knew everybody," Lum Eagles 
continued. 

"The people, the whole commu 
nity ... " Lum began, " ... they've 
always been special," Allen contin 
ued. 

"People helped each other," 
Mayo added, echoing one of the 
reasons she thinks the Crisp com 
munity has remained strong for ten 
decades. 

Lum and his wife, Sally, have 
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• gathered a significant amount of 
information about the Eagles com 
munity and Crisp's first one hun 
dred years. Lum was born and 
raised in Crisp. 

Bob Eagles came to live in Crisp 
near his relatives when he was 19. 
The two cousins are proud of the 

part their ancestors played in the 
founding of the Crisp community. 

They especially remember their 
cousin, "Cap" Eagles, a beloved 
local philanthropist, who never had 
any children, but did a lot to help 
the children of Crisp. 

One of Allen's children, Bonnie, 
never knew "Mr. Cap," but she 
knew Crisp was where she wanted 
to stay, even after she was grown. 

The woman farmer, who is one 

of the other partners 
summed up the r 
\Probably most of C 
in the centennial co 

"I love the f 
land," Bonnie noted 
says in the 'Wizard 
no place like home.' 

Note: More oft 
Crisp community's 
published in a co 
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Eagles - 1889 Edgecombe SOUTH ROANOKE 

1889 - Const. 
1892 - Admit. to TAR RIVER. 
1907 - Dism. from TAR RIVER. 
~908 - Charter member of ROANOKE[E] until 1955. 
1955 - Charter member of S. ROANOKE • 
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FELLOWSHIP GROUNDBREAKING - Eagles Baptist Church 
of Crisp broke ground September for a new fellowship hall, ex 
pected to cost almost $100,000. James Allen, left, Building 
Committee chair, turns a spade of soil during the ceremony. 
Watching are, left to right, Building Committee members Mrs. 
Harold Stalling, Mrs. Irvin Owens, Jett Ellis and Hyman Adcox. 
Also on the committee is Alton Keel. The church's pastor for . 
the past three years has been the Rev. Kenneth C. Singley. _J 
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- Eddie Lieberman, a 
jewish christlan, will 

· .be:g_uest speaker May 
6·9 at Eagles B_!Ptist 
Church in Crisp. He 
has preached all over 
the U.S. and has writ· 
ten two books. Ser· 
vices are scheduled 
for 11 a.m. and 7:30 
p.m. Sunday and 7:30 
p.m. Monday- 
~ednesday. 
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CHURCH SPEAKER 
- Eddie Lieberman, a 
Jew converted to 
Christianity, will be 
guest speaker May 6-9 
at Eagles Baptist 
Church in Crisp. He 
has preached all over 
the U.S. and has writ· 
cen two books. Ser 
vices are scheduled 
for 11 a.m. and 7:30 
p.m. May 6 and at 7:30 
p.m. May 7-9. 
\___ \ ! 
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