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First Methodist Church Property 

Purchased By AlexanderMemoi-lnl 

CHURCH PROPERTY PURCHASED - The 
congregation of Alexander Memorial Baptist 
Church has purchased the former First 
United Methodist Church property on South 

Photo by DAVID HALL 
Main Street and will move into the new 
facilities within the next 45 days. The new 
owners plan to spend between $15,000 and 
$20,000 renovating the property. 

To Move 
Within 
45 Days 
The congregation of 

Alexander Memorial Baptist 
Church has purchase~ 
First United· Methodist 
Church buildings on South 
Main Street and will move into 
the buildings within the next 
45 days. 
The :145 member 

congregation plans to spend 
between $15,000 to $20.000 
renovating the buildings. 
which will take several 
months. The congregation 
will move into the buildings 
while the renovation is taking 
place. 
The cost of renovation, plus 

the purchase price of $76,400, 
means that Alexander 
Memorial will have ap 
proximately $96,000 in the 
former Methodist property. 
First United Methodist 

moved into its new building on 
South Point Road last Sep 
tember 7, and held open house 
in November. 
The present Alexander 

Memorial Baptist Church 
building will be leased from 
Pharr Yarns, Inc. for a 
satellite Mental Health rent" 
of the Gaston County Mental 
Health Association. 
There is a slight technicality 

in the leasing of the building 
by the MH Association. The. 
Association has to receive 
permission from the county 
commissioners to lease the 
building, and William Pharr, 
president of Pharr Yarris, Inc. 
is a member of the com 
missioners. The question has 
been raised if leasing the 
building would constitute a 
conflict of interest, since Mr. 
Pharr is a commissioner. The 
county attorney is looking into 
the matter at this time. 
The property on which 

Alexander Memorial is 
located contained a reversal 
clause, which means that 
Pharr Yarns could have taken 
over the building without 
paying any compensation. 
However Mr. Pharr pur 
chased the church building 
from the congregation, which 
will substantially reduce the 
amount of indebtedness the 
church will have to assume to 
purchase the Methodist 
property. 
Alexander Memorial 

authorized the church trustees 
to bid on the Methodist 
property and to close· the deal 
if successful. The signing of 
final papers was scheduled to 
be tr ansacted Ntiond<iy or 
Tuesday of this week. 
Trustees who handled the 
transaction were Albert 
Huffstickler, chairman, R.T. 
Buckner, R.L. Ritchie, PW. 
Bailey and C.W. Robinson. 
Handling the transaction for 

First Un-ited Methodist 
Church was its Board of 
Trustees; composed of 
Raymond Garrison, chair 
man, Lee Mason, Arnold 
Black, · Kenneth Ford. Bill 
Thrower, J.C. London. -Jack 
Neely, Paul Houser, John 
Henkel and Esper Brown. 
The Rev. Garland Young, 

pastor of First United 
Methodist Church stated, "We 
are delighted that the 
property is going lo a 
congregation that is already 
doing an effective job of 
ministering in the corn 
rnunity." 
The Rev. Ralph Kerley, 

pastor of Alexander Memorial 
said that the purchase means 
that the church will have 
sufficient room lo carry on its 
ministry and to expand upon 
it 
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ChUiCh carries on without building 
Pastor has positive outlook 
for Alexander Memorial 
By Evie Staunton 
Gazette Correspondent 

BELMONT - The future of Alexander Memorial 
Baptist Church on Main Street is ill th;hallcls of G~. 
the Rev. Jerry Pennington said. The building has been 
condemned as unsafe for use. 

"God gave us a little bump in the road but he will 
work things out," said the pastor. 

Gaston County Chief Building Inspector Danny Gar 
rett condemned the sanctuary on Nov. 6 after the struc 
ture had been inspected by an engineer. 

"It is basically a structural failure," said Garrett. "The 
roof is pushing the walls out and there are several cracks 
in the ceiling." 

Garrett said he was concerned about the safety of the 
congregation and notified the church of the damage and 
possible collapse. He recommended the church take imme 
diate action to vacate the premises. The estimate for repair 
was more than the church could afford, Garrett said. 
Ce didn't do anything for several months, but when 

\ 

another church collapsed, we became even more con 
cerned about Alexander Memorial," Garrett said. 

He said the Upper Room Tabernacle on Central 
Avenue, which collapsed in June, and Alexander Memo 
rial are similar in structure. 

The Upper Room was built in 1925, and Alexander 
Memorial was built in 1912. No estimates for the 
rebuilding or repairs for either church were released. 

The Upper Room was purchased in 1996 by the Rev. 
Mike and Shelia Brewer, and regular Sunday services 
began with 3p members. Brewer said· renovations had 
been done, including new carpeting, re-stained pews and 
painting. Some ceiling tiles had fallen, but he was 
unaware of any structural damage. 

The entire structure was demolished when the roof 
caved in on June 25, leaving only the twin towers stand 
ing. 

At Alexander Memorial, Rev. Pennington said there 
has been no decrease in attendance of services, now 
being held in the Fellowship Hall. 

No final decision will be made regarding repairs or 
rebuilding until after consultation with church members 
and the deacons, the pastor said. 

"A church is more than a building," he said. "A 
church is the people." 

f 
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The Rev. Alvin E. Zeigler, In 
terim pastor at Alexander 
Memorial Baptist Church, Bel 
moot, since November, bas ac 
cepted the congregation's call to 
become full-time pastor. 
Under his leadership, 16 new 

members have been received into 
the congregation in the past three 
months. 

Called into the ministry at age 
16, the clergyman has served 
Charlotte churches, done 
evangelistic work and conducted 
a radio ministry. 

Rev. Zeigler and his wife, the 
former Joyce Phipps, have three 
children and six grandchildren. 

Sunday services at the church, 
,~ S. Main st., are held at 11 a.m. 

· and 6 p.m., with Sunday School at 
9: 45 a.m. Wednesday services are 
held at 7 p.m. 
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omecoming Sunday At Alexander 
Homecoming will be ob 

terved at Alexander 
,Memorial~aptist Church 
unday. The chdrcrrts located 

~t 208 South Main Street. 
Services will begin with 

Sunday School at 9: 45 a .m. 
lollowed by the preacning 
hour at 11:00 a.m. 

Picnic style dinner will be 
served under the trees on the 
church lawn immediately 
following the preaching hour. 
There will be a singing at 2 

i: .m. under the direction of Joe 
Messer, music director. 
There will not be an evening 
service . 

The pastor, the Rev. D. R. 
Kerley, on behalf of the 
congregation, exterrds an: 
invitation to all former 
members and friends of the 
church to bring a well-filled 
basket and enjoy the 
fellowship of the day with the 
church. 

Belhaven: 8eau1ort-1-tyoe 1~ews 
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Group Set To 
Build Church 
In Costa Rica 
Three men from Gaston 

County, including Belmont's 
R.T. Buckner of Alexander 
Memorial Baptist Church, will 
soon be going to the Capitol City 
of San Jose, Costa Rica, to build 
a church. 

The other two men are Ron 
nie Cloninger and Wayne Hun 
nicutt from Rankin Lake Baptist 
Church. 

This is a project of the SB~ 
and a part of the foreign mission 
work. 
There will be crews of 

carpenters, plumbers, cabinet 
makers, electricians, laborers and 
others coming to San Jose from 
all over the United States at 
various intervals, to construct 
the church. 



BAPTISTS MOY.E..CJ:IU.RCH--- From !e-ft. te r.fsbt, 
Robbie Ritchie, Rev. C. C. Roberts, education 
director, and Burt Sellers help move chairs, pul 
pits and Sunday school supplies out of the old 
Alexander Memorial Baptist Church on Keener 

Boulevard. The church will relocate in the First 
United Metftodist Church building on South Main 
Street. A mentol heal;hc dini w:iH~ t~urch 
facility on Keener Boulevard. / . 

Belmont church expands 
J 
: into another sanctuary 

ByCAROLYNHlJLL.RYDE 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

BELMONT - A Baptist church here 
sees nothing wrong with holding services 
in a Presbyterian or Methodist church. 
Alexander Memorial Baptist Church 

has bought property and buddings from 
both denominations. One member of the 
congregation recently joked that the 
church plans to wait for Belmont Abbey 
to become available before it moves 
again. 
Nine years ago, Alexander Memorial 

Church bought property on keener 
Boulevard and Ewing Drive from a 
Presbyterian mission for $6,000. "We've 
spent $60,000 on remodeling the 
property," Ralph Kerley, pastor, said. 
"But when the First United Methodist 

Church property on South Ma.in Street 
recently came up for sale, Alexander 
Memorial 's congregation unanimously 

to relocate and buy the property for 
$76,400. 
"We were cramped here," Kerley 

said. "We've averaged 200 members a 
week here. It's just too small." Kerley 
added that his church will have room to 
expand by 36-40 per cent at the new 
location. 
Monday, Kerley and members of the 

congregation were already busy moving 
chairs and pulpits out of the old building 
on Keener Boulevard. "We'll hold our 
last services here Wednesday night, and 
our first services on South Main Street 
on Sunday," Kerley said. 
"It's a lot of work but a glorious 

feeling to move where we have space to 
grow," he said. 
Kerley said members of his 

congregation are unconcerned about 
holding services in the church of another 
denomination. "Having something 

better and already established is good. 
We are indebted to the Methodists for 
permitting us to purchase the property," 
he said. 
Kerley said that W. J. Pharr, who 

owned the present church property on 
Keener Boulevard, had purchased the 
building from the church for $25,000. The 
building will house a satellite program 
for the Gaston County Mental Health 
Clinic. 

Gastonla Gazette 
8 u;asooro. News-Argus 
Greensboro Daily News 
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lexander Memorial 

Church To Hold 
Services In New 
Location Sunday 
The congregation of 

Alexander Memorial Baptist 
Church will hold services 
Sunday in the former First 
Methodist Church building on 
South Main Street. 

The building was purchased 
last month by Alexander 
Memorial. Original plans 
called for the building to be 
remodeled before the move 
was made by the church. 

However, the Alexander 
Memorial building on 
Hawthorne Street is to be used 
for a satellite center for the 
elderly by the Gaston County 
Mental Health Association 
and they wish to get into the 
building by the middle of 
February, forcing Alexander 
Memorial to move quicker 

, than anticipated . 
.-'< 

An informal dedication 
service will be held Sunday 
during the 11:00 a.m. worship 
hour. The pastor, the Rev. 
Ralph Kerley, will be in 
charge of the service. 
A special invitation is ex 

tended to all former members 
and citizens of the area to 
worship with Alexander 
Memorial on their first 
Sunday in the new location. 
Sunday School begins at 9:45 
a.m. Evening worship ser 
vices are at 7:00 p.m. 
The 345 member Alexander 

Memorial congregation plans 
to spend between $15,000 and 
$20,000 renovating the South 
Main Street facilities over the 
next several months. 
A formal dedication and 

open house is planned when 
the renovation is_ completed. 

FEB 
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REV. LESTER C. BOYD 

Alexander 
Schedules 
Rev. Boyd 
The Rev. Lester C. Boyd, 

Southern Baptist Missionary 
Associate to Tortola will be at 
the Alexander Memorial Baptist 
Church in Belmont conducting a 
series of services toward a deeper 
spiritual life with a missionary 
challenge. 
The first service will be Sun 

day morning March 22 at 11 
a.m. and then Sunday night 
through Wednesday night at 7 
p.m. 

Rev. Boyd is a native of 
Yadkinville, N .C. and a graduate 
of Fruitland Bible Institute and 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Wake Forest, where 
he earned his master of divinity 
degree. 

· Rev. Boyd has previously 
pastored in Warrensville and 
Raleigh, and is currently station 
ed in West End, Tortola in the 
Leeward Islands, where he 
serves as pastor of an English 
language church. 
Pastor Gene Hale extends to 

all a warm welcome to attend 
these special services. A nursery 
will be provided each service. // 
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The church invites the public 
to come and worship with them. 
The schedule of services is as 
follows: Sunday morning, 9:45 
a.m.; Sunday evening, 6 p.m.; 
and Wednesday evening, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, February L 1984-THE BELMONT B 

Zeigler Named Pastor 
At Alexander Memorial 

The members of Alexander 
Memorial Baptist Ch~, 208 
Soiifh Main St., Belmont, an 
nounce that Alvin E. Zeigler has 
been called as their pastor. 
Rev. Zeigler was called into 

the ministry as a teenage boy of 
16. After having completed his 
studies, he has pastored churches 
in Charlotte and has done 
evangelist work in several states. 
Rev. Zeigler also had a radio 

ministry for a number of. years. 
He has been preaching for 40 
years. 

He has been married to the 
former Joyce Phipps for 36 
years. They have three children 
and six grandchildren. 
Rev. Zeigler has been serving 

as interim pastor at Alexander 
Memorial since November of 
1983, and under his leadership 
the church has gained 16 new 
members, seven of which came 
by baptism. 

''We feel that the Lord is bless 
ing us in our growth, and we will 
continue to grow under Rev. 
Zeigler's leadership," said a 
church spokesman. 

ALVINE. ZEIGLER 
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