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By HENRY KING
Courier-Tribune Staff Writer

Fire broke out at Amity Hills Baptist Church early Saturday
morning and a resultant explosion destroyed the large brick
structure on Oakland Avenue, just northwest of the Asheboro
City limits.
Three fire departments fought the blazes for several hours
to keep flames from spreading to nearby houses.
West Side fire chief Mickey Sewell said the 12:30 a.m. fire
completely consumed the church, with Joss estimated at about
$250,000.
AMITY lllLLS pastor, Rev. Harold Parker, said the loss
could run that high, but he is inclined to think in terms of "about
$175,000.
"There was only $20,000 insurance on the church," he said.
Cause of the fire has not been determined, but Sewell said
an investigation is underway by the Randolph County Sheriff's
Department to check on a reports of a car and two or more
persons having been on the church grounds shortly before the
fire broke out.
BLACKENED BRICK and rubble is all that
remains of the Amity Hills Baptist Church that
was destroyed by fire early Saturday morning.
Spectators were attracted to the site all day
Saturday and Sunday to view the ruins, as
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materials still smoldered and smoke eddied
skyward. An explosion rocked the building
during the fire and the large brick building
collapsed, firemen said.
(Staff photos by Ron Baker.)

Sewell said a woman living near the church happend to look
in that direction and saw "lights" flickering in the window, and
surmising it to be fire, alerted the fire department.
"Asheboro got the call first," Sewell said, Assistant Fire
Chief Allred took a city truck there, but finding it to be just
outside the city limits, called us."
Sewell said the church was already "boiling in flames when
volunteers arrived and shortly afterwards there was a big
explosion." There was nothing we could do to save it. "We called
East Side to help protect the houses nearby and stayed until the
fire died down."
ACCORDING TO Sewell, church officials said a wedding
rehearsal had taken place at the church Friday night, but
everything seemed in order when the people left.
Sewell said about midnight neighbors said a car pulled in
the church yard, let someone out, and the car circled the yard as
it left picked up the person.
Shortly afterwards the fire broke out, he said.
Despite loss of the church the congregation held regular
worship services Sunday morning at Bailey's Grove Church on
North Fayetteville Street.
Rev. Parker said Bailey's Grove would be used until a
decision is made otherwise.
Amity Hills Baptist Church was organized June 17, 1950 as
Mountain View Church. The first church was a small wooden
building at the Oakland Avenue site. There were 15 members at
the time.
Membership is now 400.
Rev. Parker said through the years the small church was
added onto, then large additions and expansions programs were
carried out, including in 1956, a huge auditorium of some 120 by
150 feet. There were two wings added, which cost about $80,000
at the time.
'THE COMPLETE structure was brick veneered; air
conditioning was added, the sanctuary carpeted and other
improvements made.
Rev. Parker said through the year as expansions were ·
carried out the church neglected to increase its insurance, and it
remained at the $20,000 figure until fire destroyed the church
Saturday.

r

"It is debatable whether or not we will build back at the
'same place," Rev. Parker said. "We have some meetings
scheduled about it.
"Right now we have unlimited use of Bailey's Grove
Church. The church isn't active, I understand, I've been told
there are only two active members, and they've offered us use
?f the church as long as we want.

"I don't know if our church will be built back at the old site.
It's a rocky hillside and it always cost a great deal of money to
bulldoze new areas when we expanded before. We always
thought maybe another site would be better, but had never come
to any decision about it."

