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TV commerical shot 
at a church in Alexis 

By Elsie Hamilton 
Gazette Lifestyle Reporter 

ALEXIS - Something akin to 
fame has come to Alexis Baptist 

· Church, a picturesque rural 
church in northeastern Gaston 
County. 
Very early on a recent morning 

- 5:30 a.m. - a television crew 
and professional actors set up 
operations on the church grounds. 
Ten hours later the crew and ac 
tors left, satisfied that they had 
just what they needed for a 30 se 
cond commercial. 
"An eastern bank wanted to use 

a ,beautiful little rural church in 
one of their commercials, and our 
church was chosen after the 
choices were narrowed down to 
five," said the Rev. Phillip L. 
Tillman, pastor. "The commer 
cial will be shown only in the 
Raleigh-Virginia area, but we'll 
be glad for Gaston County folks to 
come have a look at our church." 
When Alexis Baptist Church 

holds its homecoming on Aug. 18, 
the congregation will celebrate 
116 years of worship and Christian 
service. The church was organiz 
ed in 1869 in a brush arbor. Only 
one building preceded the struc 
ture in which the congregation 
worships today. 
That Sunday evening the church 

will begin a Starlight Crusade, 
revival services held in a tent on 
the church grounds. 
Evangelist at the 7: 30 p.m. ser 

vices Sunday-Thursday will be the 
Rev. Anis Shorrosh, who was born 
in Nazareth. 

Your religious heritage is a 
feature devoted to the many 
places of worship in this area. 
Each week, -Gozette lifestyle 
reporter Elsie Hamilton takes 
a look at· one church or 
synagogue and its history, 
congregation and interesting 
facts. 

"Anis fled the 
Arab-Israeli War 
on camelback to 
become a 
refugee in Jor 
dan after the 
death of his 
father," said 
Rev. Tillman. 
"After an at 
tempted suicide, 

Shorrosh Anis found peace 
in Christ. He came to America 
with the help of missionaries, and 
today he preaches all over this 
country and in many parts of the 
world." 
Each evening music will be 

presented· by a community choir 
of 50-60 voices. Other special 
music will be provided by Phil and 
Sheryl Sizemore of Anderson, S.C. 

P. Sizemore S. Sizemore 

"This talented young couple 
ministers extensively throughout 
the Carolinas and will be featured 
in several mini-concerts during 
the revival," the minister said. 
Another feature of the revival 

services will be recognition of 
military and law enforcement per 
sonnel in Lincoln and Gaston 
Counties at the Tuesday service. 
The Alexis church has several 

big celebrations during the year. 
For the past five years the church 
has held a spring festival at which 
church and community members 
consume 125-150 pounds of fish 
caught by the men of the con 
gregation. Games and other fun 
activities are held throughout the 
day. 
Then in October, there's a fall 

roundup with hot dogs and ham 
burgers and activities such a cow 
milking contest and corn shuck· 
ing. The day ends with devotions 
and singing. 
"And at Christmas our 

Chrismon tree is something else," 
the pastor said. "We have what is 
called 'Christmas concert in the 
country,' and we bring in a guest 
singer or two and have a hanging 
of the greens." 
The pastor said the congrega 

tion hopes to revive an outdoor 
patriotic service on July 4, held 
several years ago with trumpets, 
flags and drummers. 
Alexis Baptist has the usual 

Baptist organizations: Royal Am 
bassadors for boys; Mission 
Friends, with groups for infants-3 
and 4-5; Girls in Action, with 
groups for ages 6-8 and 9-11; Ac- 

Gozette photo by Kermit Hull 

The Rev. Phillip Tillman stands before his church 
... Alexis Baptist Church in northeastern Gaston County 

teens for girls 12-17; Baptist 
Young Women for ages 18-19; 
Baptist Women, 30 years and up; 
Baptist Men, who meet monthly. 
The music program includes 

choirs for grades 1-3, grades 4-6, 
Youth Choir and Adult Choir. 
Sunday School is held at 9: 45 

a.m.; morning worship at 11 a.m.; 

and evening worship, 7: 30. 
Children and youth groups meet 
during the 7:30 p.m. prayer ser 
vice on Wednesday. 
"We try to do a lot of visitation 

and to help families in need,'' said 
Rev. Tillman. "We have perhaps 
more of a feeling of family than in 
larger or city churches. We have 

strong family group cells, and 
many of our young people return 
here after they complete their col 
lege education. 
"Our congregation is growing, 

and we have added six or seven 
new Sunday School rooms in the 
basement which wasn't being us 
ed." 



THOMAS 

Thomas performs 
Jerrr Thomas, president and 

musical director of Musical 
Ministries, Inc. of Charlotte, will aP. 
pear at Alexis B~t Church Sunday 
at 7:30p.m. 
Thomas began his musical career 

as a l~year-old, visiting prison camps 
with his lay-preacher father. Since 
then, he has sung with the Billy 
Graham team, sung on national 
television and been musical director 
of local churches. 
The public is invited to attend the 

concert at the Alexis Church. 
- ··-- .... --" ........... y -cc vance 
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Alexis Scouts 
Spend Week-End 
Beach Camping 

'Boy Scouts in Alexis Boy 
Scout Troop 527 spent the 
past weekend camping out at 
Camp Apache at North Myr 
tle Beach. The troop is spon 
sored by Alexis Baptist 
Church. - =- 
Bill Stroupe is serving as 

scoutmaster until one is 
secured. Donny Taylor is 
assistant scoutmaster. 
The campers with family 

members numbered 48. They 
left Friday afternoon at 1 
p.m. traveling on the church 
bus and van. Driving the bus 
was Jack Abernathy with 
Roy Abernathy driving the 
van. 
After arriving at the camp 

ground, the group pitched 
their tents and prepared a 
grilled supper of hamburgers 
and hot dogs. 
They left Saturday at 5:30 

a.m. for Little River to go 
deep sea fishing until 12: 30. 
The group returned to each 

person's respective homes 
Saturday night. 
The troop will resume its 

weekly meetings at the 
church. Cub Scouts in Pack 
527 will also resume their 
meetings after the summer 
months. Janet Bumgardner 
is over Pack 527 that includes 
Tiger Cugs as 1st graders, 
Cubs and Weblos. Pack 
members are from 1st grade 
through 5th. Boy Scouts are 
ages 10-18. 
The troop and pack are in 

the Hartman District of the 
Piedmont Boy Scout Council . • 
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revivals and concerts, Badry 
has sung for State Convention 
meetings and evangelism 
conferences throughout the 
United States and Canada. In 
1981, Jamall established the 
Music Evangelism Founda 
tion in Colorado Springs, Col 
rado, which in addition to 
supporting full-time Music 
Evangelism, hosts a week 
long Bible Conference during 
the last week of June in Col- 

/'av1 Alexis Baptist Sets Revival 
Spring Revival services 

will be held at Alexis Baptist 
Church, March 15-20 at 7 p.m. 
each evening. Guest 
evangelist will be the 
Reverend Ned Matthews, 
pastor of the Parkwood Bap 
tist Church in Gastonia. Rev. 
Matthews has served as a 
member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Baptist Sun 
day School Board, President 
of the Baptist State Conven 
tion Pastor's Conference, and 
Vice President of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Pastor's Conference. he has 
traveled extensively abroad, 
in journeys to the Holy Land, 
and preaching tours in South 
America, where he has held 
crusades in Columbia, Argen 
tina, Paraguay and Peru. 
Music Evangelist for the 

week is Jamall Badry, a 
native of Norman, 
Oklahoma, a graduate of the 
University of Oklahoma 
School of Music, and a full 
time music evangelist of over 
25 years. Although he spends 
most of his time sin in in 

orado Springs, that includes 
some of the strongest chris 
tian leaders and speakers in 
the nation-attracts people 
from across the nation. 
Alexis Baptist Church is 

located on highway 27, 4 
miles west of Stan Nursery 
will be provided each even 
ing. The members of Alexis 
cordially invite you to join 
them nightly for these ser- 
vices. /1 
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Revival Set At Alexis Church 
Spring revival services will be held 

at Alexis Baptist Church March 15-20 
at 7 each evening. Guest evangelist 
will be Rev. Ned Matthews, pastor of 
Parkwood Baptist Church in Gasto 
nia. 
Rev. Matthews has served as a 

member of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board of Trustees, president 
of the Baptist State Convention Pas 
tor's Conference and vice president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
Pastor's Conference. 
He has traveled many times 

abroad including journeys to the 
Holy Land and preaching tours of 
South America where has held cru 
sades in Columbia, Argentina, Para- 

• ;~--7 
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guay and Peru. 
Music evangelist for the week will 

be Jamall Badry, a native of Nor 
man, Okla. A graduate of the Univer 
sity of Oklahoma School of Music, 
Badry has served as a music 
evangelist for more than 25 years. 
Although he spends most of his 

time singing in revivals and con 
certs, Badry has sung at state con- 

vention meetings and evangelism 
conferences throughout the country. 
In 1981 he established the Music 

Evangelism Foupdation in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 



CLIPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

RALEIGH, NC 27603 
TEL. (919) 833-2079 

GAZETTE 
GASrONIA, N. C. 

SUN: 43,j7 _ < 
~ .. \-\U ,1"-{.' 
c_:, v= \-< ~ r . 

HAR 23 93\7Y 

READY TO ROLL. 
Baptist van hits the highway to help those in need 

By Kristin Scheve 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

GASTONIA - Members of the 
N.C. Baptist Men stay ready to 
roll when disaster hits any 
where in North Carolina or the 
nation's east coast. 
In recent months, the group 

has taken its disaster van to 
areas damaged by Hurricane 
Andrew. In two months, workers 
used it to serve 175,000 meals 
for people who lost electricity or 
water service or their homes. 
On Monday, it rolled into Gas 

ton. The disaster van put in an 
appearance at Alexis Baptist 
ghurch to promote volunteensm 
and drum up support, 

"These people use their skills 
and abilities to help others 
without remuneration," said 
Milton Hollifield, executive di 
rector of the Gaston Baptist As 
sociation. "When there is a dis 
aster in North Carolina, and 
also in other states, our people 
go there to do that." 
Peggy and Miller Garrison of 

Gastonia traveled to Florida 
three times to help victims of 
Hurricane Andrew. On one mis 
sion, they served food from the 
van and helped people patch 
roofs with-plastic. In February, 
they returned to make per 
manent roof repairs and to 
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clean up yards, Mrs. Garrison 
said. 
She said the volunteers en 

couraged one woman to go out 
side after she had stayed in her 
house for months. They cleaned 
the inside of her home, repairing 
a leaking roof and floors left rot 
ting after months of exposure to 
the rain. 
When the five volunteers fin 

ished cleaning, the woman in 
vited her neighbors over for the 
first time since the hurricane, 
Mrs. Garrison said. 
"She said 'See what the people 

that God s~nt me have done in 
my house,' " said Mrs. Ga;rison, 
who is retired. "We feel hke we 
have given people hope and en 
couragement." 
Hollifield said members were 

stationed in Richmond Heights, 
Fla., from :Aug. 25 to Sept. 27. A 
staff of 10 to 15 people prepared 
meals in the tractor-trailer truck, 
which has a 800-gallon water 
tank and its own generator. 
Volunteers can feed up to 9,000 

people daily from the van if 
necessary, he said. 
In Florida, N.C. Baptist Men 

helped repair roofs of more than 
200 homes with materials do 
nated by Baptist church mem 
bers. The group also contributed 
about $750,000 for hurricai:i~ 
reliefs projects in Hawaii, 
Louisiana and Florida. 
Bill Hill of Gastonia helped 

cook eggs one morning on the 
van and helped repairs roofs in 
the Richmond Heights area. He 
also has worked on missions with 
N.C. Baptist Men in Zambia, Af 
rica and will travel to the Uk 
rain~ in March to · repair 16 
churches. 
Hill, a 68-year-old retiree, said 

he and other volunteers need to 
tell others how the spirit of giv 
ing has affected their lives. 
"It usually just builds a fire 

under it when you go and you 
come back and can't wait to tell 
somebody about the experience 
you've had," he said. 
Before Andrew, the N.C. Bap 

tist Men brought the disaster van 
to North Carolina sites dev 
astated by Hurricane Hugo and 
towns hit by tornadoes. Also, the 
group was prepared to send the 
van to Hickory to help people left 
without water and electricity af 
ter a blizzard on March 13, Hol 
lifield said. 
The Baptist Men also operate a 

medical and dental van that 
travels across the state offering 
health care to people who can't 
afford it 
The volunteer group receives 

no money for its work. Members 
paid for their own travel ex 
penses to Florida. Many took 
time off from work and sacrificed 
their paychecks to help others. 
"It is a desire on the part of 

people to serve Christ and in 
serving Christ it is an op 
portunity .to serve their fellow 
man," Hollifield said. "They find 
a sense of gratification." 

'--- 



Alexis ,,Baptist lOOth ann. event 
Alexif,BaE_ttst' Chwch con 

tinues its year of special 
activities in celebration of its 
lOOth anniversary. 

BELMONT BANNER 
.. BELMONT, NC 

WEEKLY 4,600 
MAY 7 2003 
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On Sunday, April 27, the 
Music Emphasis was held 
featuring a "homecoming 
style" of instrumentalists, 
vocal groups, choirs, and 
solos. 

Alexis Postmaster Dale 
Tate presented the church 
with a framed set of love 
stamps in appreciation of 
God's love shown by the 
church to the community 
and to the world. 
Alexis Baptist's lOOth 

homecoming service will be 
celebrated on Sunday, Nov. 
21. 
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r;izexis Baptist Church Stirs Up The Goodies 
cl {f J By MARCIA MAR~ families, particularly of some of Taster's Choice will be held from way it turned out," said Spargo. 

LTN Staff Writer our older members, so that the 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and folks can "Proceeds from the book will go 
Remember how good your younger cooks would have them. chose to sample foods that appeal toward the purchase of a new 

grandmother's rice pudding Most young homemakers don't· to them. church van." 
tasted when you were a child? cook today the way their mothers "We will also be selling the For information about the 

Or how tasty her old fashioned and grandmothers did- but they cookbooks all day, from 10 a.m. books, call 'the church office at 
stuffing was at Thanksgiving and remember the good food on the to 5 p.m. Also on sale for $2 each 263-2301 weekdays between the 
Christmas, not to mention her tables." will be a Cookie Cookbook hours of 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
coconut custard pie? ~e ~oo~book was Spargo's containing 50 recipes, one from 
Perhaps she handed the recipes bram~hild. Our church has nev- each state capital. Both books 

down to your mother and your er pnnted a cookbook and I would make nice Christmas 
mother shared them with you. mentioned i_t to our pastor's wife. gifts." 
Hope so. The !1ext thi~g I knew he handed While many of the recipes are 
If perchance mother di~'t e mfo~a on on ~m~ cook- .. from scratch," many others 

share or you've lost your copies book publishers and said, you do utilize convenience foods such as 
of favorite family recipes pre- it,?' Spargo said. canned creamed soups. They 
pared the old fashioned way, take Joining Spargo in the effort cover the gamut from Southern 
heart. were members of an assembled Pinto Beans to Salmon Mousse 
Alexis Baptist Church has just cookbook committee, Jean from Black Walnut Cake-12S 

published a book, "Tastes From Fis~er, c~-chai?Dan, ~a?~e years old to Fried Ice Cream. 
The Country," containing some Devine, Rita Dixon, Virginia 
1,000 recipes submitted by Herron, Nellie Sadler, Barbara 
church members, their families Smith and Rachel Stroupe. 
and friends. Spargo can't begin to total the 
''These are tried and tested number of hours the committee 

recipes, favorites of families in spent putting the publication 
our area," said Anne Spargo, together. She did the typing of 
chairman of the cookbook com- recipes submitted in hand writing 
mittee. "We wanted to record the or on odd size sheets of paper. 
favorite reci es of our member "That required hours and hours," 

she noted. Once typed, the 
recipes had to be proofed and 
sorted into categories before 
being submitted to the publisher. 
The book.is divided into seven 

sections: Appetizers, Relishes & 
Pickles; Soups, Salads & Sauces; 
Meats & Main Dishes; Veget 
ables; Breads, Rolls & Pastries; 
Cakes, Cookies & Desserts; and 
Beverages, Microwave & Mis 
cellaneous. 
"We have 170 people who 

have put recipes in the book and 
you will find just about anything 
you want to cook included in it," 
Spargo said. 
The book has an attractive 

color cover of a country scene, is 
spiral bound which makes it easy 
to leaf through, and is one and a 
quarter inches thick. It sells for 
$10 a copy. 
To promote the book, com 

mittee member Barbara Smith 
came up with the idea of staging a 
"Taster's Choice" event which 
will be held Saturday in the 
church fellowship building. 
"We have 80 people who are 

participating by preparing one of 
their recipes for people who 
come to taste," Spargo said. ''The 
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Mike Hensdill/The Gazette 

From left, Gloria Ferguson, Isabel Hovis, Diann Summey and Cathy Sweatt stand outside Alexis Baotjst Church, where their 
Sunday school group will be putting together a 'Betty Jo Love Line' to keep checks on elderly and ill congregalloii members. 

tay·ng 
through th$~!?ve line 

After woman 
couldn't get to 

phone in time of 
need, Alexis 

Baptist Church 
Sunday school 

group finds 
way to help 

parishioners 

n 

BY FRAN FARLOW 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

When a diabetic parishioner 
fell to the floor one Monday 
evening, unable to reach the 

telephone for help, she was not 
found until Thursday night - near 
ly four. days without water, food or 
medication. 
Ribs were broken, chemicals had 

fallen underneath her and burned 
the skin on her back as she lay help 
less, fully conscious and desperate 
ly praying. 
When found that Thursday night, 

she was hospitalized and is now re 
covering. 
"She knew what was happening to 

her the whole time," said Cathy 
Sweatt, teacher of the Ola Rhyne 
Class at Alexis.Ji.ajJtist. "Through it 
all, she said she prayed. It was all 
she could do. She said she felt the 
devil was testing her, but she kept 
her faith that the Lord would see 

cted 

her through." 
The story of that long, desperate 

wait for help has spurred members 
of Alexis Baptist Church to find a 
way to help other elderly or ill peo 
ple in their congregation 
Members of the Ola Rhyne Sun 

day School Class of Alexis Baptist 
Church are busily creating the 
"Betty Jo Love Line." 
"After we had heard what had 

happened, we put our heads togeth 
er to try to think what we could do," 
said Gloria Ferguson, an Ola Rhyne 
Sunday school class member. 
The "Betty Jo Love Line" is the 

result. 
"We are going to put an extra tele 

phone into the church office. The 
Sunday school class will be paying 
for the phone." 4 r- 

See Love line/Page 2E ~ ~ 



continued from Page 1E 

"Then our Ola Rhyne class 
members - the class was 
named for one of our former 
members - and some others 
in the church will be manning 
the phone on a rotation basis. 
There will be a volunteer on 
the phones each day; I hope 
to be one of those volun 
teers," Ferguson said. 
"It's really a very simple 

process," Sweatt said. 
Participants will be people 

who live alone and are will 
ing to make one phone call 
each day. They will leave 
their name on the phone by 
voice mail. That can be done 
at any time during the day, at 
their convenience. 
From there, volunteers will 

monitor the voice mails each 
day. If a voice mail message 
is not received from each 
participant, the volunteer for 
that day will contact the par 
ticipant between 3:30 and 4 
p.m. that day. 
"If we don't receive an an 

swer, then we will call for an 
emergency contact," Sweatt 
said. "We'll stay on the line 
until we have the information 
we need that the participant 
is OK." 
The idea started out with 

the Sunday School class and 
has now been opened up to all 
members of the co~a-_ 

/'. , 
1 · tion. 

"I hope other churches will 
follow our lead. If every 
church would join, we could 
cover our entire county with 
this blanket of security," 
Sweatt said. 
On a news bulletin to 

church members, Sweatt 
wrote: 
"I believe that the Lord has 

called us to 'Be our brother's 
keeper ... Love thy neighbor 
as thyself ... Do unto others 
... ' You get the message, so 
pray about this important 
project and sign up today. 
The quicker we get your re 
sponse the quicker we can 
get this Love Line running, so 
don't delay." 
Alexis Baptist Church 

started with 22 members in 
the fall of 1903. The church 
has grown to 900 members as 
of Jan. 1. 
The congregation will be 

celebrating the church's cen 
tennial homecoming in Sep 
tember. 
Presently the church does 

not have a minister. The Rev. 
Sandy Marks, will arrive in 
Aug. 3. 
"I'm hoping our Betty Jo 

Love Line will be up and run 
ning by then; it will be a sur 
prise for him," said Gloria 
Ferguson. _ 
You can reach Fran Farlow 

at (704) 869-1818. ') 



Alexis Baptist Church 
celebrates 100 ears 
Alexis Baptist Ch '- h con 

tinueSTts year ofspec1afactivi 
ties in celebration of its ioo= 
anniversary. urr April 27, the 
Music Emphasis was held fea 
turing a "homecoming style" of 
instrumentalists, vocal groups, 
choirs and solos. 
Alexis Postmaster Dale Tate 

presented the church with a 
framed set of love stamps in 
appreciation of God's love 
shown by the church to the 
community and to the world 
for the past 100 years. 
A~exis Baptist Church's 

ico' homecoming service will 
be celebrated on Sept. 21. 
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Alexis Baptist Church 
celebrating 100 years 

·-;'5 o Y1:> 
From staff reports • 
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Al~is.:§pptist Churs_h i~ ob 
servmg its centennial anniver 
sary. 
The yearlong celebration 

started Jan. 18 by honoring sen 
ior adults at a covered dish sup 
per. About 200 church members 
are age 70 or older and seven of 
them are older than 90. 
A display of former and 

present senior church mem 
bers was compiled and pre 
sented by Christine Weathers. 
A history room displaying 
photos, hymnals, church bul 
letins, altar candlesticks and 
other memorabilia was open 
for viewing and reminiscing. 
Special presentations were 

made to the following: 
• Roy Bradshaw: Man with 

Longest Membership, Oldest 
Gentleman Present and Oldest 
Living Male Member. He is 90. 
• Gla Hoyle: Oldest Woman 

Present. She's 90 years old. 
• Althea "Bill" Bynum: 

Woman With Longest Mem 
bership and Oldest Living Fe 
male Member. She's 92. The 
certificates were received by 
her son, Don Bynum. 
• Doyt and Ruby Helder 

man: Couple Present Married 
Longest. They celebrated 62 
years in December. 
• Ralph and Nancy Stroupe: 

Couple Married the Longest. 
They celebrated 66 years in 
November. 
Speakers for the evening 

were members Dale Cloninger 
Tate and Bradley "Brad" Smith. 
Smith and Cloninger, who grew 
up in the church, spoke of the 
influence the senior adults have 
had on their lives and how God 
has used them to touch the lives 
of others. 
They thanked the seniors 

for all they have done for the 
church - for their support 
through prayer, attendance, 
giving and the leadership 
roles they have filled. 
The celebration concluded 

with the singing of hymns and 
gospel favorites by the Faith 
Baptist Quartet from the Faith 
Baptist Church in Lincoln 
County. 
A hot dog supper, honoring 

the youth and children, took 
place Feb. 15. Speakers for 
the evening were: 
• Kerry Clippard, former 

Sunday school teacher in the 

Photos special to The Gazette 

Ale.&Paptist Chur£!!..!_oday, above, 
and the first church, at right, in 
1903. 

Youth Department, who spoke 
of his rewards and experiences. 
•Norma Prince, who spoke 

on growing up in the church and 
being a part of the Youth Group 
and Youth Witness Team. 
•The Rev. Jeff Moore, for 

mer minister of youth and ed 
ucation, who spoke on his call 
ing into the ministry full time 
and being a witness at home 
and abroad. 
• Scott Jenkins, current 

minister of youth and children, 
who spoke on how he was led 
to serve in the ministry. 
A covered dish dinner was 

held March 15 honoring past 
and present deacons, brother 
hood, Men's Accountability, 
RA's and Scouts. A special 
program followed with speak 
ers representing these groups: 
• Terry Presswoood, repre 

senting the deacons, spoke on 
the Deacon Family Ministry 
Plan, the Lord's Supper Exten 
sion Service - taking the 
Lord's Supper into the homes 
of our shut-ins - and encour 
aged members to pray for the 
deacons and leadership of the 
church. 
• Wayne Hager spoke on 

the Brotherhood Program the 
church formerly had and the 
ministry witnessing to others, 
at home and in other states. 
He also discussed the Jail 
Ministry Program. 
• Mark Devine represented 

the Men's Accountability Pro 
gram and encouraged men to 
attend these meetings for an 
in depth Bible study and 
prayer time. 

.. 
I ·~ 

• Fred Nichols, a former 
leader for 12 years, spoke about 
the Royal Ambassadors Pro 
gram and the importance of 
this ministry. He recalled many 
experiences of how being in 
this program had helped boys 
to grow, learn of missions and 
to become a witness to others. 
He praised the leadership Steve 
Clippard has given for years 
and continues to give by serv 
ing as the current RA leader. 
Celebrations will continue 

throughout the year with the 
following special events. 
• This month: Female 

Recognition (Missions and 
WMU) 
•June: Bridal Reception 
• September: The Centenni 

al Finale will be held with a 
"homecoming' Worship Ser 
vice on Sept. 21. recognizing 
former pastors and music di 
rectors in attendance, fol 
lowed by lunch on the ground. 
Members of the Centennial 

Committee are Linda Beal, 
Frankie Braswell, Julie 
Brown, Cornelia Pressley, Ter 
ry Waldrop, Camilla Weathers 
and Steven Weathers. 
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