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Williams Honored .For Church Service l 

A North Wilkesboro man was 
recently recognized for more than 30 
years service to Antioch Baptist 
Church. - - 

Marvin Williams, of Bear Hollow 
Road, was presented a plaque 
denoting positions he has held: 
teacher. deacon, clerk and 
treasurer. 
Williams has been attending 

Antioch Baptist since he was seven 
years old, in 1930. 
He is a World War II veteran and 

was injured in the South Pacific. 
He is married to the former Epsie 

Glass, and the couple has two sons 
and two daughters. 
Williams began serving Antioch 

Baptist as a Sunday school teacher, 
which led to other positions in the 
church. 
Willia ms headed the building 

committee for the church's new 
sanctuary in 1973, drawing the plans 
and directing construction. 
In 1984, the congregation voted to 

construct a new fellowship hall. 
Williams again was selected to chair 
the building committee. 
The first event held in the newly 

constructed fellowship hall was a 
surprise dinner in Williams' honor. 

c ;tjJ 

Marvin Williams Recognized 
Marvin Williams of North Wilkesboro was recently 
recognized by Antioch Baptist Church and presented this 
plaque for more than 30 years service. 
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ANTIOCH NOTE BURNING-Antioch Baptist 
Church held dedication service Sunday, 
which was marked by a note burning 
signifying paying the last yment on the 
church debt. Left to right: ont row, Nancy 
Williams, organist and B ding €ommittee 

member; Marvin Williams, clerk; the Rev. 
Jesse Miles, pastor; Ted Mathis, Building 
Committee member. Back row, Deacons R. 
V. Williams, Bobby Shew, Jack Poteat and 
Roby Gray. 

(Robert Brown Photo) 

and dinner on the grounds. 
Established in 1837, Antioch is 

one of the oldest churches in the 
Brier Creek Association. 

Revival Begins 
Revival services, 

began on Sunday night, will 
continue nightly at 7:30 p.m. 
through Saturday night. The 
Rev. Sherrill Welborn is the 
guest speaker. All are invited to 
attend. 

~··L.&..A.ch Has Dedication, Note Burning 

Dedication services were held 
Sunday, Aug. 5, at the Antioch 
Baptist Church in the Antioch 
conununity. This climaxed five 
years of hard work. The 
beautiful building, begun in 1974 
and completed in 1975, was 
partially financed through the 
sale of $50,000 in church bonds. 
Although the bonds were issued 
originally over a period of Wh 
years, the church was able to 
redeem all bonds in only five 
years, leaving the church debt 
free as of June 1, 1979. 
The dedication service, held 

at the 11 :00 a.m. hour, included 
scripture reading by Roby 
Gray, Sunday School 
superintendent; a brief history 
of the church by Marvin 
Williams, church clerk; a 
sermon of dedication by the 
pastor, the Rev. Jesse Miles; 
and special singing by the youth 
of the church. The service was 
concluded With an act of 

a responsive 
reading during which the 
congregation stood and par· 
ticipated .. 

I At the conclusion of the 
dedication service, a 

I noteburning was held on the 
oorch, followed by homecoming 
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community. The vehicles on 
Saturday filled the pavilion area 
and overflowed onto the wooden 
bridge just below the baptizing 
hole for the congregation on the 
small creek. Pickler's, army of 
church members from outside 
Wilkes appeared to outnumber 
those who had come from the 
community, assuring that all of 
the <'l-:urch members and neigh 
bors would go home with plenty 
of Christmas goods and toys. 

Church Open To All 
Yates, who was reared in 

McGrady but now lives in 
Hiddentte, commented that his 

~I 
cGrady area people served 

in 'Pickler Christmas Party' 
By CHARLES WILLIAMS 

The members of the Antioch 
Baptist Church, located in a hol 
low above McGrady, began to 
arrive at the tiny church well 
over an hour before the "party" 
was scheduled to began 
Saturday morning. They talked 
in small groups near the church, 
and huddled around fires built 
across Vannoy Road at the 
church pavilion, which each 
summer is home to a pig-picking 
for the church members and 
guests. 
The congregation, and mem 

bers of the nearby community, 
had come on the cold, damp 
morning for an early Christmas 
celebration, deemed the "Ray 
Pickler Christmas Party" by 
Antioch's pastor, the Rev. John 
fates, where they would receive 
gifts of food, toys, and clothing 
donated by congregations of 
"brotherhood" churches in 
Salisbury, Maiden, Lincolnton 
and other communities. 
Pickler, a resident of the 

Rockwell community near 
Salisbury, has been coming to 
the mountains of northwest 
North Carolina for 1 7 years dur 
ing the holiday season to distrib 
ute food and gifts. In the begin 
ning, he traveled back roads and 
stopped at individual houses to 
spread his joy. Eight years ago he 
made the connection with Rev. 
Yates, and the party has been 
held since that time at Antioch. 
Pickler notes that he's not a 

pastor or the head of an organi 
zation. 
"I'm just a man," he said with a 

smile. "I just do this because 
there's a need." 
And what does he do? 
He organizes a caravan of cars, 

trucks and vans from other 
churches which comes to the 
church before Christmas packed 
with presents and supplies for 
the people of the church and 

church is open to everyone, 
including those who may have 
been turned away elsewhere. 
"We have single-parent families 

- mothers with small children - 
old people on Social Security, 
illiterate people ... folks that some 
churches won't let in," he said. 
Noting the many illustrations on 
the walls of the small sanctuary, 
he commented, "we have to use 
pictures for those who can't read. 
Some may never have had any 
education, but they're all good 
people ... good, loving people." 
Yate~the 

~ued~ag~6P 
~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~-,__~__,;;,;,~= 

PICKING THEIR BIKES - While a truck tilled with bicycles is 
unloaded tor the Christmas party at Antioch Baptist Church Saturday, 
several anxious youngsters lay claim to the bike of their choice. 

(staff photo). 



known John for a while too. 
"We want the people of Wilkes 

County to know that we're trying 
to do what God would want us to 
do." 
Randy Jones, who lives "just 

down the road" from Antioch and 
is a member of the church, said 
with a smile that "this is a big 
day for me. I'm hoping to get a 
box of food." 
Retha Wagoner made the trip 

to McGrady from Roaring River, 
where she lives. Her home 
burned down in June, "and we're 
up here to get a few items. It's 
been rough, and we just got back 
into a home. I'd like to get a few 
toys and some food." 
' Minnie Perry of Pads Road is 
an Antioch member and her hus 
band, Harley Joe, is a deacon. 
She was an interested spectator 
Saturday morning. 

"I'm not looking to get any 
thing," she said. 'Tm been here 
for several years, and I just want- 
ed to be around." '\ 

PARTY PRINCIPALS -- The two principals in the Christmas party held annually at the Antioch B~ptist 
Church near McGrady are Ray Pickler (left) of the Rockwell com.mu~ity and the R~~ates ~~1g~). 
pastor of the Antioch Baptist Church. Pickler first began delivering packages to needy families .in 
northwest North Carolina 17 years__,ago and has been holding his parties at the Antioch church, with 
the help of Yates, for the past eight years. · 

(staff photo) 

PLENTY FOR ALL -- There were plenty of toys, clothing and food for all who came Saturday morning 
to the Christmas party at the Antioch Baptist Church near McGrady. (staff photo) 

McGrady area people served 
in 'Pickler Christmas Party' 

(Continued from Page 1) 
church since 1990, noted with a 
smile that "some folks call this 
party a king-size yard sale, but 
no one has to pay a cent for any 
thing. God gave us the greatest 
gift, which was the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and Christmas is all 
about the spirit of giving." 
And while many gifts were 

given away on Saturday to the 
community, there are many more 
still in storage for the members. 
The church leaders will prepare 
and distribute over 100 boxes for 
the members. 

"We have a large supply of food, 
clothing and toys which we'll 
keep just for our congregation," 
he said. "Those will be given out 
at our service this Saturday 
night. Also, we make sure that 
we take boxes to our elderly 
members and the shut-ins. 
The church is the former 

Friendship School building. 
Plans are to expand the building 
this spring to house a Sunday 
school classroom for the chil 
dren, and to add rest rooms. 

"I believe this is why God sent 
me here," said Yates. He remem 
bers that "when I first came here, 
there were only two people sitting 
here in church. The church was 
split apart. There were differ 
ences pitting family against fam 
ily ." 
Now there are over 100 mem 

bers, and Yates is searching for a 
minister to follow iii. his foot 
steps. 

"I want this to go on after my 
time is over," he said. "I'm look 
ing for a young preacher." 

In mid-morning, the represen 
tatives of the first church arrived 
with five pickup trucks and two 
trailers filled with food, toys, 
shoes, boots and clothing. A half 
hour later, the others arrived in a 
long procession of cars with 
headlights shining. There were 
groups from such churches as _,---.... 

the Lighthouse Baptist Church of 

Albemarle, the Open Door 
Church of Richfield, the Little 
Antioch Baptist Church of 
Richfield and others. 

"This is our second year of 
doing this and we're enjoying it," 
said Gary Saunders of Newton, a 
member of the Coral Park Baptist 
Church in Lincolnton who with 
his wife, Lisa, brought a load of 
boots and clothing. "We're glad to 
do it. 

"Our church brought 83 boxes 
of food, and we got together two 
trucks filled with toys. We have 
$500 worth of new shoes, and 
180 new pairs of socks. 
Everything was purchased with 
donations. We had help from the 
Sparks Free Will Church also." 
Why do they help? 
"We have a brotherhood of 

churches," Saunders noted. 
We've been here for services, and 
some of their members have 
come to our church. We've 

...--._ 
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DOLLS GALORE: Volunteers Dana Gragg, Loy Beck and Kelly Beck check out Roy Pickler's van load of dolls. 
WAYNE HINSHAW/SALISBURY POST 

Christmas cheer heads for mountains 
BY JOHN PATTERSON 

SALISBURY POST 

There is little to cheer about 
when you have to get up at 6 a.m. 
on a December Saturday. 
It's cold, it's windy and it's still 

dark. You might as well stay inside. 
But early Saturday morning, the 

cheer was thick enough to spread 
like jelly on toast at City View 
Restaurant. 
More than 120 volunteers met at 

the East Innes Street restaurant 
Saturday morning to laugh, talk 
and prepare for a journey to Wilkes 
County to distribute Christmas 
presents to needy families. 
This is the 12th year in a row that 

Ray Pickler and friends have or 
ganized gift-giving caravans to the 
mountains. And with each passing 
year, the reward grows ever better. 
"This is what Christmas is 

about," Pickler said between bites 
of eggs and toast, a breakfast paid 
for by Ralph Ketner, who treated 
all the volunteers. 
"If we didn't do this," . Pickler 

said, "then a lot of people wouldn't 
have Christmas." 
A combination of 54 trucks, vans, 

cars and, yes, one dump truck, left 
around 8 a.m. Every square foot of 
space in each vehicle was occupied 
by toys, clothes, food and bicycles, 
all destined for children that often 
can't count on clothes on their 
backs. 
The destination is Antioch Bap 

tist Church, located three miles off - 
N:C. I8 in Wilkes County. The three 
miles, Pickler said, might as well 
be 300. 
The church started with two 

members, and it now boasts 47. 
Other needy children and families 
- sometimes up to 500 people - 
gather at the church each Decem 
ber to await "Roy's Christmas to 
the Mountains." 
Each year, Ryan "Santa" Stroup, 

with his sidekick Thai, a dog 
dressed in reindeer garb, come 
riding in, not on a sleigh, but an 
airboat. Instead of the jingle-jan~ 

> See Christmas, Page(2_V 

CHRISTMAS CARAVAN: Fifty-four vans, trucks and other vehicles, all 
loaded with bikes, toys, clothes and food, leave City View Restaurant, 
headed for Antioch Baptist Church in Wilkes County. 

SANTA AND SIDEKICK: Ryan Stroup plays 
Santa and his dog Thai does a reindeer act 
for the children in Wilkes County. 
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:Christmas 
>- From Page 18 
others. These people are so 
poor that I just want to see the 
look on their face. That makes 
it worth it." 
of bells and the slush of snow, 
kids get a display of horse 
power and sirens. 
"They love it," Stroup said. 

"I'd love to see their eyes light 
up when they hear us coming." 
Most of the 120 people in the 

caravan are veterans of the 
trip, but 50 are making their 

' first run. Pickler makes sure 
' the first-timers see up close 
what "living" is about. 
"We come back by four 

houses and let the people see 
how they live," Pickler said. 
"That always makes it sink in." 
Norman and Geraldine Shue 

of Rockwell were making their 
, first trip Saturday. 

· "It's going to be interesting, 
but I don't really know what to 
expect," Geraldine Shue said. 
"It's probably going to be a 
shock." 

• "I just want to see the 
children," Norman Shue said. 
"What we're blessed with all 
year is what they are lucky to 
see once a year. We need to 
give them a good Christmas all 
year." 
This year, the volunteers will 

hand out 40 handmade quilts 
from local churches, 100 pairs 
of.socks from the Thor-Lo sock 
company and 4 tons of food - 
2 tons from Food Lion and 2 
tons that Pickler purchased 
with money he raised through 
out the year. 
Pickler and his legion of 

cheer never stop. At breakfast, 
he started a collection for 
Antioch's pastor, the Rev. John 

: Yates, who needs help paying 
• book fees for his 15 "children." 

One man came up, shook 
Pickler's hand and left a bun- 

• dred dollar bill on the table. 
"I can't make the trip, but use 

WAYNE HINSHAW/SALISBURY POST 

ALL TIED UP: Sybil and James Benge put a big red ribbon on 
top of their load of clothing. 

it the best you can," he said. Children's Home, knows what 
Pickler said he gets plenty of these kids and families are 

help from individuals and from . going through. 
churches like Calvary Baptist 
Tabernacle and Open Door "I grew up before, going to 
Baptist Church. Without them, Nazareth's without running 
his annual trip would not be water, and with an outhouse" 
possible, he said. Daniels said. "Things have go't- 
Steve Daniels, who spent part ten much better. for me, and I 

of his childhood at Nazareth want to make things better for 
l~lefC //U l?og?if ...................... 
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One Of The Oldest 
Antioch Baptist Church in the Antioch community east of County at 150 years old. 
North Wilkesboro is one of the oldest churches in Wilkes (Staff Photo) 

150Years G l ) 

Celebrated 
By Antioch 
Antioch Baptist Church will 

observe the 150th year of its foun 
ding this Sunday. 
"What a marvelous privilege is 

ours who worship and serve under 
the influence of this church," said 
the Rev. Larry Lefler, pastor. "We 
glory in the record of this faithful 
band of Christian workers through 
the years. The best men and women 
of this community have been 
gathered around the altar of this 
church and have ministered to one 
another, and to the world through its 
mission program." 
The church extends a special in 

vitation to those who have in one 
way or another known of and been 
interested in the work and progress 
of Antioch Baptist Church and its 
community to attend this Sunday. 
Antioch Church is located on 

Route 2, Wilkesboro. It is seven 
miles east of North Wilkesboro on 
Road #2344 and one mile north off of 
Old 421 or the Speedway Road. 
The church was organized in 1837 

by a small group of faithful Baptists, 
the Rev. Lefler said. Its the fourth 
oldest church in the Brier Creek 
Association of the Southern Baptist 
Association. 
The oldest existing record of the 

church is dated 1888, when the Rev. 
J.A. Jordan was elected pastor. 
Twenty-six pastors have served the 
church from that date to the present. 
Seven of these men are still living. 
It is believed that the first church 

building was located across the road 
from the present building, at the foot 
of the hill, near an old cemetery. No 
written records are known for that 
building. 
There have been at least three 

buildings. Records are available for 
these. 
A log building was constructed in 

the latter part of the 1800s beside the - 

road. Rough wooden benches, a 
large fireplace, and torch lights 
were a few things inside. 
A little white weather boarded 

framed house was built about 1915. 
Some of the members can recall 
many changes of appearances of 
this building down through the 
years. 
A medal shingle roof replaced the 

board roof in 1925. 
In 1945 extreme remodeling took 

place when new hard wood floors, 
sheet rock, and a porch were added. 
New Sunday school rooms were add 
ed in 1950. Also renovations took 
place in 1962. This second known 
building was to the right of the pre 
sent building near the cemetery and 
a big oak tree. 
A new brick building was con 

structed in 1974 which is composed 
of an auditorium, baptistry, a 
porch upstairs, eight Sunday School 
classrooms, two restrooms, a fur 
nace room and pastor's study 
downstairs. 
In 1986 an additional brick 

fellowship building was completed. 
It has a large fellowship hall and two 
restrooms downstairs and six rooms 
upstairs. 
A beautifully kept cemetery is ad 

jacent to the church building, the 
Rev. Lefler said. It was begun in 
1910 when Noah Johnson was buried. 
The oldest living members are 

Sally Staley and Lelia Staley. 
The church has a record of a light 

bill as low as $1 a month of June, 1955 
paid to the Davie Electric Member 
ship Corp. 
"This church is a co-operating 

Southern Baptist Church committed 
to carrying out the command of the 
Lord of "going into all the world to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
Savior of the world," the Rev. Lefler 
said. ..1,. 
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