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Antioch Baptist Church in Grover Originated in 1813 
Near the North Carolina 

South Carolina border at Grover 
stands the Antioch Baptist 
Church, which is still thriving 
after 178 years of community 
leadership in the Christian faith. 
According to the church's 

early history, which was written 
for the lOOth anniversary 
celebration of the church, a 
great religious revival held at 
the nearby Baptist Church of 
Buffalo and held by the Rev. 
Joseph Camp, drew a number of 
residents from the Grover sec 
tion of the county, who were 
converted to the Baptist faith. 
As a result of this revival, those 
attending wanted to "act in a 
church capacity" in their com 
munity, as an arm of the Buffalo 
Church. This request was gran 
ted in May, 1813. 
Some 32 members were 

received into that arm and by 
the fall of that year, construc 
tion was begun on a log house 
furnished with pulpit, table and 
seats. According to church 
records, the log building was 
used as a church for 35 years. 
By May of 1814, the small, 

original group of 32 had been 
joined by an additional 30 per 
sons, and as a result, they 
decided they should become a 
separate and independent chur 
ch. 
As a result, on November 6, 

1814, the group was officially 
constituted into a regular chur 
ch which was "to be styled and 
known as the Baptist Church of 
Christ at Antioch." The Rev. 
William Martin was chosen to 
be its pastor. 
According to Rev. Bailey's 

account, which he quotes from 
an even earlier church historian, 
Abraham Hardin, the new 
pastor had "two great evils" to 
contend with in that com 
munity: "the laxity of Christian 
ideals and the evil of intem 
perance." 
Hardin is quoted again in 

reference to the pastor's not 
baptizing more, ''The reason 
assigned why he (Martin) did 
not baptize more is that he had 
to discipline the newly 
organized church and teach 
them the difference between the 
world and the church of Jesus 
Christ, and to try to induce 
them to put off the old man with 
his deeds and to put on the new 
man, Jesus Christ, which was an 
arduous task, as old habits are 
hard to restrain." 
From all accounts, the little 

church continued to grow in the 

ensuing years. Around 1926, a 
Presbyterian minister proposed 
establishing a Sunday School in 
that area and Antioch was 
selected as its site. As a result, 
the first Sunday School in this 
section of the country was 
organized there and the average 
attendance of the school was 
between 60 and 70 persons. 
Work at the school consisted of 
reading the Scriptures from the 
Old and New Testaments by the 
older students, while the 
younger students brought their 
spelling books. Memorizing and 
reciting from memory heart 
passages of Scripture became 
one of the school's strong suits. 
In 1838, forty persons were 

baptized into the church, among 
whom was Thomas Dixon, who 
later was ordained to the full 
work of the ministry and a 
Senator for the State. 
By September 1845, a framed 

building was constructed to 
take the place of the original log 
house. A new house of worship 
was begun in 1881 with E. Har 
din, F.H. Dover, B.J. Gold, D.R. 
Bird, D.R. Bell, W.H. Bird, R.A. 
Westbrook, R.M. Roark, M.R. 
Wells, John Dover, and J.R. 
Dickson as members of the 
building committee. The new 
building was dedicated on June 
6, 1885. 
A centennial celebration of 

the Antioch Baptist Church was 
held on July 31 and August 1, 
1915. 
In 191 7, a pastorium was 

built, the Sunday School was 
graded with a Cradle Roll and 

Home Department added, the 
first B.Y.P.U., Missionary 
Society, a Sunbeam Band, and 
Royal Ambassador Chapter, 
and a Worker's Council were 
organized under the ministry of . 
Rev. G.C. Hedgepath. 
An educational building 

began in 1950 was completed 
and dedicated in 1953, made 
possible through the generous 
donations of R.S. Dickson, 
church notes say. 
1963 was the 150th anniver 

sary of the church, the 75th an 
niversary of the W.M.U., and 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Girls Auxiliary. 
In 1976, Antioch Baptist 

Church in Grover was chosen to 
play host to welcome a replica of 
the Liberty Bell during this 
country's bicentennial 
celebration. The bell made a 
stop at the South Carolina 
Welcome Center on 1-85 as one 
of only seven stops it made for 
display. The bell was used to 
carry out the theme of that 
year's Southern Baptist Con 
vention, which was "Let 
Christ's Freedom Ring." 
Vera Hardin, historian, com 

piled much of the information 
contained in this article for the 
church. 
From this brief glimpse of 

church history, the influence 
and quality of leadership of the 
church from its membership can 
be seen in community activities 
to this day. · 


