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i ~er~er fails 
' to come true 
for churches 
Members flip-flop 
on consolidation 

By Nick Maheras 
STAFF WRITER 

It was the merger that never was. 
Allen Jay Haptjst Ch11a,il and Brentwood Baptist Church, 

bofli small churches, voted last September to join forces. 
· Allen Jay's members voted un 
animously to consolidate, and 

......, ... only two Brentwood members 
voted against consolidation. 
Attendance at Allen Jay had fallen off to around 25 at 

worship services while attendance at Brentwood averaged 
around 50 last year. Both churches also own large facili 
ties. 
Allen Jay's pastor, the Rev. Max Reece, was preparing 

to retire last October due to poor health. 
Before the merger could officially begin in October, 

though, the consolidation fell through. 
Like the Allen Jay membership's vote to consolidate, its 

October vote to abandon the merger was unanimous, 
according to Reece. 
"In the life of congregations, it happens," he said. "The 

situation just kind of dissolved in mid-air. It was a 
situation that happened that should never have hap 
pened." 
Beyond calling it a misunderstanding, Reece offered no 

other explanation for the vote to pull out of the consoli 
dation. 
Allen Jay chose instead to call the Rev. Roger Carmi 

chael, who had been assisting Reece, to pastor the 
church. 
Carmichael said the congregation simply made a mis 

take. 
"They felt it wasn't the Lord's will," he said. "After a 

great deal of prayer by the congregation ... , they decided 
it was the Lord's will to try and make a go of it and stay 
where they were. 
"There was no division or animosity against the 

Brentwood folks. There were just some things that it 
seemed it wasn't going to work out to the best for 
both congregations. We encountered some growth diffi 
culties between the two churches merging. They felt like 
they hastened into it because they felt the need to do 
something rather: than following the leadership of the 
Lord." 
Since the vote not to merge, Allen Jay has experienced 

some growth. That leads Carmichael and the mem 
bers to believe it was the right thing to do. 
Carmichael said that 14 people have joined the church 

since last October, and others are considering it. 
The Rev. Ron Chapman, pastor of Brentwood Baptist 

Church, said the members of Allen Jay "didn't want to 
leave their church building." 
Allen Jay members came to Brentwood with the idea in 

the first place, he said, so when they backed out, that 
was the end of it. 
The original proposal was for both churches to sell their 

properties and relocate to a single sanctuary in the 
Archdale area. 
Brentwood still plans to sell its facility on Brentwood 

Street - in a mostly black community. 
"We have some black churches interested in buying our 

property if they can raise enough money to do so," 
Chapman said. "We feel like we could do a better job of 
serving in another community. 
"A black church could come in there and make a better 

contribution to blacks in the community. I feel like it 
could be a very strong church." 
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