
For his kids, retired Baptist pastor is model of devotion 
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F ather's Day isn't offi cially a religious holi 
day, but among the 
family of the Rev. 
Harold McKinnis}i, it 

amounts to one. The long-time 
Southern Baptist pastor and his 
wife of nearly 55 years have two 
children who became ordained 
ministers. 
Though' both of his kids have 

moved on to other careers, 
McKinnish's children say their 
father's unwavering devotion to 
family, friends, church and God 
continues to inspire and influence 
their lives. 
"Personally, through his testi 

mony and his dealings with peo 
ple, he's probably the greatest 
man I've ever dealt with," says his 
son, Jim McKinnish, a father of 
two who lives in Hendersonville. 

'He genuinely loves 
people. I think the 

reason he loves people 
so much is because he 
loves God so much. A lot 
of preacher's kids, they 
feel pressured to be a 
certain way. It wasn't 
that way in our house. 
My father influenced me 
to be a good person by 
watching his life, and 
through his testimony.' 

Jim McKinnish 
Son of the Rev. Harold McKinnish 

''Whatever he speaks from the 
pulpit, he believes that and he 
lives it, every day." 
Known for his oratory, compas 

sion and humor, the Rev. 
McKinnish, 73, has served as 
pastor or interim pastor at 10 dif 
ferent Baptist churches in North 
and South Carolina, delivered 
thousands of sermons, conduct 
ed more than 1,100 funerals and 
preached at more than 400 
revivals across 12 states. 

NATHANIEL H. AXTELi/TiMES NEWS 

Known for his oratory, compassion and humor, the Rev. McKinnish, 73, has served as pastor or 
interim pastor at 10 different Baptist churches in North and South Carolina, delivered thousands of 
sermons, conducted more than 1,100 funerals and preached at more than 400 revivals across 12 
states. 
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The Gospel of Dad 
A native of the Ebenezer com 

munity, he surrendered to God's 
call in 1949 at the age of 16. The 
Rev. McKinnish was ordained in 
1951 and pastored his first 
church, liberty Baptist Church 
in Edneyville, that same year. 
Though he retired from full-time 
pastoring in 1991, the Rev. 
McKinnish continues to hold five 
or six revivals a year. 

"I've gotten too old to pastor, so 
I'm just out here in the pasture, 
trying to pick up a little grass 
before it blows away," the Rev. 
McKinnish jokes, delivering the 
line in his baritone Southern 
drawl that local congregations 
have loved so well. 
In between preaching sermons 

and -rninistering, the Rev. 
McKinnish somehow found time 
to pick mandolin in the Log Cabin 
Bluegrass Band, a group he still 
plays with, teach masonry at 
Edneyville High School for 15 
years and help raise two remark 
able children who share his 
strong faith and talent for music. 
The pastor's daughter, the Rev. 

Linda McKinnish Briggs, Ph.D., 
is an associate dean at Wake 
Forest University who teaches 
religion at the college and New 
Testament and Greek at its divin 
ity school. A 1971 graduate of 
East Henderson High, she 
received her masters degree and 
Ph.D. from Southern Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky. 
After years of teaching young 

ministers, daughter Linda was 
ordained at the Northminister 
Baptist Church in Richmond, Va., 
in 1990. She's not serving a 
church at present, but her 
Biblical scholarship continues 
apace; she's currently research 
ing and writing about early Celtic 
Christianity in Fifth Century 
monastic settlements. 
Jim McKinnish followed in his 

father's footsteps by becoming a 
minister, a bricklayer and a high 
ly sought-after performer of 

gospel music. After attending 
North Greenville College and 
Tabernacle Bible College, he 
served as minister of music at 
Millford Baptist Church in Greer, 
S.C., and minister of youth at 
Groveland Baptist in Taylors, 
S.C., in the early- to mid-1980s. 
Now a local independent brick 

layer, Jim continues to sing 
gospel and country music at ben 
efits and concerts. He has several 
self-produced gospel CDs, which 
he sells by mail and through 
stores such as Open Door in the 
Blue Ridge Mall. "His voice is 
touched by God," says his sister, 
herself a talented pianist and 
organist 
In 2005, the Rev. McKinnish 

and his wife Lois produced a CD 
of 20 songs their children had 
recorded together in 1975, calling 
it we Will Go On Singing. Thirty 
years later, their renditions of 
Jesus Loves Me, I Believe He Died 
For Me, and My Wonderful Lord 
still echo through the McKinnish 
home on Reed Drive. 

Raised Southern Baptist 
· Growing up, life for the 
McKinnish children revolved 
around their father's church. 
Their librarian mother taught 
Sunday school, led the Women's 
Missionary Union and sang in 
the choir. The kids followed their 
dad to revivals, performed duets 
at church meetings and visited 
sick parishioners with hint 
Those activities are not unusu 

al among a lot of pastors' families, 
notes his daughter. 

''What was unique about this 
man - and I'm somewhat 
biased, of course - is that how 
he saw life on Monday, after the 
church doors were closed, was 
not that different from Sunday," 
daughter Linda says. "He led his 
family in spiritual development 
like he led his church in spiritual 
development" 
Compassion for others was a 

common theme of the Rev. 

McKinnish's preachings and life 
practice, according to his chil 
dren. 

'There were places within the 
rhythm of our family that had 
worship times in them," says 
daughter Linda, "places where 
we would stop and offer prayer 
for other people, places where we 
would pray for people that were 
sick in the hospital. There was 
always a realization that this was 
n't just dad's job, but a life of faith 
and commitment" 

Indeed his dad, says son Jim 
McKinnish, provided the ulti 
mate role model for him growing 
up. 

"He genuinely loves people," 
he says. "I think the reason he 
loves people so much is because 
he loves God so much. A lot of 
preacher's kids, they feel pres 
sured to be a certain way. It was 
n't that way in our house. My 
father influenced me to be a good 
person by watching his life, and 
through his testimony." 

An early love of oratory 
A devoted student of oration, 

the Rev. McKinnish traces his 
love of words and public speaking 
back to school in Edneyville. 

"In the sixth grade, I had a 
teacher named Victor Rector," he 
says. "He was a lover of the 
English language and he chal 
lenged me to use the English lan 
guage as a tool, both defensively 
and offensively. He promoted 
debates in class and encouraged 
us to think for ourselves." 

Naturally, the Rev. McKinnish 
passed those tools on to his kids. 

"We were very in touch with 
oratory," says daughter Linda. 
"Part of my life growing up was 
hearing many, many sermons 
and listening carefully and taking 
notes on his preaching. We were 
urged to evaluate people we 
heard on the radio, and my father 
was also fair game. When he 
came down from the pulpit, we 

were able to evaluate him." 
In fact, the Rev. McKinnish 

continues to value his children's 
opinions, even when they differ 
from his own. Briggs has dis 
agreed with her father on various 
positions the Southern Baptist 
Convention has taken over the 
years; particularly on the issue of 
women's role in church and soci 
ety. 

"I always told my children, 'You 
always think for yourself,"' the 
Rev. McKinnish says with the 
deliberation he's known for in the 
pulpit "Even though she and I 
have had our disagreements, we 
still respect each other's posi 
tions. We listen to each other and 
usually we both learn something 
that way." 

Praising the Lord 
with his mandolin 

A dead ringer for bluegrass pio 
neer Bill Monroe, McKinnish can 
quote that master's mandolin 
licks with the same authority that 
he quotes Scripture. 
McKinnish and two of his Log 

Cabin bandmates have been play 
ing together since they were 
teenagers. The group used to 
entertain residents at county rest 
homes about twice a week. 

"But it got to be a little too 
much for guys our age," Rev. 
McKinnish says. 
The band - which includes 

Llberty Baptist pastor Darrell 
Rhodes, 77, on guitar - still plays 
about 12 sessions a year, per 
forming mostly bluegrass gospel 
but also some traditional songs 
such as Cripple Creek and 
Lonesome Road Blues. 

Humor is often mixed in 
between songs, but the Rev. 
McKinnish sees their perform 
ances as more than just pure 
entertainment. 
''We feel it is a witness," he 

says. "I tell people, we play for fel 
lowship, fun and the faith. You 
can combine that without doing 
damage to either one." 


