
June 11, 1957 

Dr. \'ayne. E. Oates 
2825 Lexington Road 
Louisville 6, Kentucky 

ear yne: 

'l'herc is a real correspondence bet een nian•s need and 
God's race. Your letter of ~y 7 esents incontrovertibl 
evidence tbat you.have been through aeep water during the 
ast academic year and shows clearly that you have·been 

sustained by the God of all grace. I am deeply grateful 
for tl e good news that Pauline ca success.f'ully through the 
Qral sur ry and I trust thats y have exactly the right 
balance of responsibility and relaxation during the summer 

nths. She is a wonderful frie. wife, and mother; and I 
trust 'that you will express to her our affectionate concern. 

! sincerel.y hope that Charles and Bill are well again, and 
that they w.i.11 have an opportunity to play in the sunshine 
and in the ocean at least a part or the summer. 

t 
I distressed to hear of your rotters death and I shall 
certainly: visit your mother the ncXt time I .am in that part 
of the state. If you have t' 1 me her address and 
telepho~e number on a card. 

· regret that John cClanahan's decision to enter the pastorate 
disrunted y"lur ,plans for sabbatical leave, but it is good ·;;.o 
)mow t . t you have secured the services of Samuel Southard. I 
as t t your sabbatical le~ve Will be available in 1958 end/ r 
1959 end I believe that you can secure a substantial grant for 
r o arch in this country or abro~. You are fully qualifi for 
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a ant from learned societies, various foundations, or the 
American ssociation f 'Iheolo i2l Schools. Have you concidered 
ap lyin for a Fulbright appoin~ment? If I can be of help at 
any point, please let me know. 

I re ret tl.at I did not get to attend the Convention at Chicc:i ~o. 
Ten days earlier I attended a 1111eeting of the Commission on 
Research and Coun;Slll. of the American Association of Theolo~ical 
Schools at Ne:w York City and I found it advisable to remain here 
and read term papers, final examinations, and other documents. 

How you were able to complete the scholarly work on The Relieiou 
Dimensions of Personality in addition to other duties durin th 
pnst year is a mystery, but I thank God for the achievement and I 
am pra~g that the book will be leeted by the Religious £ook 
Club and that it will have a wide and long ministry. 

At your onvenience send me the eneral outline of your sc dule 
for tbe sumaer , I hope to see you. I plan to be here except £or 
a few days in Boston in Aueust. 

Affectionately yours, 

Olin T. Binkley 



'crrhr ~outhrrn )Bapti.st Z!rhrotogf ral ~rmfnary 
2825 LEXINGTON ROAD LOUISVILLE 6, KENTUCKY 

WAYNE E. OATES 
PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION May 7, 1957 

Dr. Olin T. Binkley 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Wake Forest, North Carolina 

Dear Olin: 

Many things have happened since I received your gracious letter of February 4. 
They have been happening so fast that my breath has been taken away. Let me 
tell you about a few of them. 

First, we discovered f'rom Pauline 1 s dentist that we would have to have all 
of her teeth removed. She has been through four very difficult oral surgical 
experiences and has had complete dentures to replace her teeth. She is doing 
nicely. However, the attrition on her has been pretty rugged. She had a 
complete infection of the cushion bone underneath the teeth. 

Second, my brother, who lives in Greenville and is my oldest brother, died 
on March 12. It was a sad and tragic thing and I look forward to the 
opportunity to tell you about the conditions associated with his death. 
My main concern was for my mother, although she has taken it very nicely. 
If you should be in her area, I would be very grateful to you if you would 
call her or drop by to see her. 

Third, Charles spent a week in the hospital due to a complete infection of 
the upper respiratory system. We have had to have both his and Bill's 
tonsils removed and this has just come through and been completed. On top 
of this Charlie has caught the mumps as of today! 

Fourth, John McClanahan, my able assistant, has decided to enter the pastorate, 
and has been called to the First Baptist Church of Hope, Arkansas. This 
means that I will not be able to take my sabbatical leave next year as I had 
planned. I will, instead, have to be here taking care of things. We are 
hoping that we will be able to get Samuel Southard to come and take his place. 
I believe that we will be successful. Southard has grown marvelously since 
his graduation here and has mellowed and matured in a very fine way. 

You are exactly right. The death of Lewis Sherrill was a severe and sad 
news to me. I knew him intimately and felt that he was a spiritual ally in 
all my personal and pastoral aspirations and struggles. He meant to me a 
bit of what you mean in a great way in that he was the kind of person to 
whom I could turn in times of stress, even as I am turning now. 



Dr. Olin T. Binkley - 2 - May 7, 1957 

• 

We have the situation well in hand. God has blessed us and given us strength 
at those times that we felt that we could not go further. Our work has 
moved along very nicely. I was able, in spite of all the things that have 
happened, to mail my heavy work, The Religious Dimensions of Personality, to 
Association Press on May 1. They tell me that they have it in the hands of 
the Religious Book Club and hope that it will be a selection by that club. 
I certainly hope so. 

I am grieved that I shall not have the opportunity for comradeship with you 
on our project during the fall semester. I had looked forward to this as a 
time of spiritual renewal for myself and a refreshing of our meaningful 
friendship. However, you may be sure that I have not diverted my interest 
or my dedication to that task and that I am ready to move with it on this 
revised plan in any way that you see that we can move. 

I wonder if you will be at the Convention. I have written for reservations 
at the Conrad Hilton Hotel. If you will be there, by all means let us 
arrange a time when we can get together. I need to have a long chat with 
you. 

We thank God upon every remembrance of you and are renewed in our hearts by 
all that you mean and have meant to us. 

WEO:me 

~i1;tionately yours, 

r r tc!~ 'l,(1_____ 
wJyne '\Oates 


