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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Wake Forest Institute, July 20, 183'7. 
Dun Sm : The Committee of Arrangements, in behalf of the Philomnthe 

sian Society, tender you their thanks for the very instructive and eloquent 
Oration, delivered by you on the 4th inst. and request a copy for publication. 
Yours with sentiments of the highest respect &c., 

Jos. J. FINCH, 1 
N. A. Punrr r, Committee. 
A. A.·CoNNELLA· 

Mr. W.W. Childers. 

Wake Forest lnstituteJitly 21, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN : You have done me the honor to request for publication, a 

copy of the Address delivered on the Anniversary of our National Indepen 
dence; and for this additional token of regard, you will please accept my sin 
cere thanks, Were I to consult my own feelings in regard to suffering an 
effort of mine to appear before the public, I would undouLtedly refuse to yield 
to your request; but feeling a disposition to gratify the wishes of my Society, 
I shall take pleasure in furnishing a copy for your disposal. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

W. w. C1ULD:ERS 
Messrs. Jos. J. Finch, N. A. Purify, A. A. Connclla. 



ORATION. 

No period in the annals of mankind, furnishes a par 
allel to the present advanced stage of the Science of Gov 
ernment. In ages gone by, some few patriots began to 
employ their noblest energies to secure the rights of hu 
man nature; but all their efforts failed to effect their de 
sired object. Guided by intelligence and manly in 
dependence-deeply solicitous to see their country estab 
lished on surer principles, and regulated by better laws, 
many rose up to assert their rights and to throw off the 
chains of despotism ; but these patriotic spirits were soon 
pronounced unfriendly to Monarchy, and fell victims to 
the cruel hand of Tyranny. Others, for refusing to sac 
rifice their rights, and their religion, in exchange 
for despotisirn and slavery, were forced to leave their 
native land. Such indeed were our fore-Iathers, who 
left their homes and all the enjoyments of the social circle 
in search of liberty. They landed on the friendless shores 
of Ame1·ica-fixed their humble habitations among the huts 
of the ruthless Indian-became familiar with the yell of 
a savage foe, "who knew no sweeter music, than the wid 
ow's, the virgin's shriek, and trembling infant's cry." On 
this side of the Atlantic, was presented to them the toma 
hawk of the savage, on the other, the crown of a Tyrant; 
A scene indeed discouraging to the friends of Liberty. 
The sa vages that us eel to roam the forests in search of 
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their prey, were soon subdued-the tomahawk and scalp 
ing-knife, once imbrued in the white man's blood, were 
buried deep under "the tree of peace"-the war song 
and savage yell, which once warbled over the hills and 
echoed in the adjacent vallies, were hushed in silence. 
But the crown remained, little supposing that America 
would be the birth-place of Independence. Here commen 
ced the first effective struggle between Liberty and Des 
potism, the first dawn of those high and distinguished 
privileges, with which we arc so slgnally favoured, of that 
political system, which now places our country on that 
proud eminence which she sustains among the nations of 
the earth. 

One hundred and fifty six years had elapsed, after the 
11ilgrims landed on the rock of Plymouth, before this sys 
tem shone in all its simplicity and splendor. On the 4th 
of July, 1776, the people of these U nitcd States, resolved 
to resist the tyranny, and to throw off the dominion or the 
British yoke. They rose up in all their native strength 
and vigor, to assert their rights, and to declare with a 
magnanimity and fh-mness of soul, hitherto unknown in 
the annals of our race, that man was not born to be en 
slaved by sceptred Kings and cruel Tyrants. In support 
of their assertion and 1rnrpose, they pledged their Ii ves, 
their property, and their sacred word and honor. \Vith 
them, it was liberty or death. "Possessed of lntrlligence 
to understand their rights, and a spirit to maintain them," 
they entered the Rsvolutionm-y battle-field. 

"Virtue and knowledge, leagu'd with eloquence, 
March in their ranks; freedom from file to file, 
Darts her delighted eye, and with a smile 
Approves her honest sons." 

Though the noble, daring, and patriotic achievements 
of our fore-fathers, have a tendency to kindle in our ho 
soms a spirit of virtuous patriotism, yet it is not my de 
sign, on the present occasion, to dwell on the ·toils and 
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struggles of the Revolutionary conflict. The struggle in 
deed is over, and the scene of things has undergone a com 
plete change. The din and bustle of war, which once 
were heard in all parts of our country have ceased, and 
peace and Independence, now regale our spirits. The re 
maining veterans.wno endured every toil, risker! every dan 
ger, suffered and underwent every privation in a long and 
perilous warfare, are now enjoying peace and tranquility 
around their own firesides. The remains of theie depart 
ed brethren, who foll in the mighty contest, or who have 
since quitted the shores of mortality, are so many beacons 
directing us their sons, to follow in the paths of virtue and 
patriotism, marked out by their footsteps. The battle 
fields in which they stood forth to meet an opposing foe, 
are now standing monuments of their deathless fame. 
The cities, towns, and villages, then vacated by the inhab 
itants, spoiled and plundered by the enemy, are now fillet! 
with honest and worthy citizens, peacefully attending 
their own concerns. The Schools, Colleges, and other 
places of learning, then suspended in their operation for a 
season, arc now flourishing with increased vigor and suc 
cess. The highways, once filled with the dearl, and rcn 
dered intolerable by the groans of the dying, are now 
peacefully travelled by the stranger and citizen, unawed 
by danger, and unaffrighted by war. The Atlantic, which 
was then whitened by sails bearing implements of danger 
and death, is now peacefully ploughed by the merchant 
ships, bringing articles to render us happy as a people, and 
blessed as a nation. Indeed the whole coast and interior 
of our country, then filled with devastation and bloodshed, 
are now covered with the bright mantle of peace and In 
dependence. How changed the scene ! Once in war, 
now in peace-once subject to the tyranny of Britain's 
yoke, now a free and independent people ! Liberty has 
plumed her pinions, and shed a peaceful radiance over all 
our land, 
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Why then, on this <lay, have we retired from t!1e busy 
scenes of life, to convene under the shades of this peaceful 
grove? Why, 011 this day, in the various parts of our 
country, such large assemblages? Is it to arouse our en 
ergies, and to bring into operation every effective measure 
against the encroachment of a foreign foe? Is it to array 
parties in bloody and hostile combat? Is it to excite in 
the mind of the Amel'ican people a revengeful spirit against 
those who once filled all our land with devastation and 
blood ? No, fellow-citizens-deeply sensible of our high 
and distinguished privileges, we have convened to celebrate 
the birth-day of ou r National Independence. Anti those 
numerous assemblages in the various portions of om· happy 
country, arc in waiting to pay their homage, and raise 
their hearts in veneration and gratitude to the great guar 
dian of our being, for the preservation of our liberties and 
national character. We celebrate this day, not because it 
needs it, but because it deserves to be celebrated. We cele 
brate this clay, because it has been signalized by an event 
the most important to us as a people, and the most honor 
able to us as a nation; because it is a day on which 0111· 

forefathers snuffed from afar the tainted glare of ty1·an11y 
a day on which every American heart should swell with 
joy-a day on which a whole nation rose up, with arms 
nerved with strength, and hearts filled with courage, to 
tln-ow off the yoke of bondage, and to burst asunder the fet 
ters of political slavcry-c-a day on which "Frec<lom," long 
banished ''Freedom," burst from her confines, to encourage 
and animate our forefathers in resisting tyranny, the foe 
of mankind. 
It is impossible for us, on an occasion like the present, 

to pass over in silence, those 
"'Vho fought and bled in freedom's cause." 

They resisted the storm of war, not like puny insects, 
trembling in the brcczc ; but like men contending in all the 
· nanliuess of human nature, for life, liberty, and the rights 
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of posterity, It should ever be our unspeakahle delipht to 
cherish every memorial of these worthy patriots. Their 
names should be engraved on om· hearts with indelible 
characters. By their valor, their constancy, and noble 
daring, they plucked that laurel, which decorates the brow 
of every American citizen. In their toils, their sufferings, 
and sacrifices, they have exhibited the noblest spirit of true 
and disinterested patriotism. By their wisdom in conn· 
selling, they have founded our free Institutions on the wisest 
and surest pi-inoiples. Surely then, they deserve a nation's 
honor-a nation's gratitude. 

The Government which they have established, supposes 
man capable of self-government-guarantees to him inde 
pendence of thought, and independence of action. By it, 
his person is p1·otected-his rights maintained-his reli 
gion tolcrated-s-and Lords, N oblernen, and vassalated sub 
jects, entirely unknown. No one inherits distinction by 
his birth; no monarch is here permitted to rule with the 
iron hand 0£ despotism; no Dictator is recognized, who 
may, with impunity, subvert the rights of the people to 
his own personal interest anti aggrandizement; nor are 
we compelled to surrender our consciences to an Arbite1· of 
heaven in human form. In the Articles which have just 
been read, each citizen is acknowledged to he "born free 
and equal." All are identified in one common order, and 
the elevation 01· downfall of each, depends on the merit of 
his own character. With such principles wrought in hei 
very composition, our Government cannot be inferior to 
Roman glory, or Grecian grandeur. Freedom, in all its 
loveliness, stands prominent in every feature of our Repre 
sentative Republic. Its simplicity, beauty, and symmetry, 
are looked upon, and admired by the wise and good of every 
nation ; and while they admire, they must frankly acknowl 
edge it firm in its basis-just in its princlples-s-happy in 
its operations and results. 



Governutcnt founded 011 social pi-iuciples, is the most 
conducive to the interest and happiness of man. Theim 
portance of political organlz atious, is, we believe, univer 
sally acknowledged. 'Vliether it be considered in refer 
once to that part of the human family, who are in the most 
savage and barbarous state, 01· in reference to those who 
Jive in civilized countries, where the Arts, Sciences, and 
our most holy Religion, are exerting a benign influence, it 
would not require much effort of mind to arrive at the con 
clusion, that political organizations founded on prope1· 
principles, would be highly conducive to thelr interests as 
a people, But the just basis of Government has been dis 
puted by men of almost every age and nation. Previous 
to the Declaration of American Independence, this. subject 
never recei red but one decision, and that decision was found 
ed on arbitrary powe1·. The basis on which the Govern 
ments of ancient and modern nations are founded, has uni 
formly been the right of the strongest. The pi-iuciplea of 
justice and equality were little known in all their Codes and 
Constitutions. 

In despotic Government, all the inferior grades of Offi 
cers move around in their respective sphere, at tho will and 
pleasure of a single individual. Under the influence of 
this species of Government, a large number of the nations 
of the East, have been for ages, and are still dragging out 
a miserable existence, wrapt up in ignorance, superstition, 
and folly. They enjoy not a single gleam of knowledge 
in regard to the sweets of liberty, either of a Civil or Re 
ligious character. Though there can be nothing more evi 
dent than that the people have a l'ight to the Jaws and Con 
stitution under which they live, yet this right has never 
been seized from the grasp of usurping tyrants. These 
demagogues have ever made it their object to subvert C\'Cl'Y 
right, and usurp all authority, for their own personal i11- 
terest and aggrantlizemeut. Though some ray of light 
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may have occasionally shone aro111H) an ignorant and op 
pressed populace, and though hopes of better <lays may ham 
cheered their d1·ooping spirits, yet every effort on their part 
to verge towards popular Government, terminated in com· 
pletc disappointment, 'I'yranny had long Iearncd that the 
fetters which she had forged for her wretched votaries, 
were not to lie shaken off by the feeble and skillful efforts 
of an ignorant and vassalated people-i-a people who had 
been so Ioug accustomed to wear the yoke of bondage-the 
badge of slavish subjection. 

This species of ruling is, in the view of those who have 
been accustomed to wholesome and free Institutions, the 
most capi-icious thing we can possibly conceive, 

The influence which despotic Government exerts on the 
minds of those who stand at the head of affairs, is of the 
most pernicious and destructive character. However wretch 
ed may be the condition of their subjects, the reigning des 
pots find that they can possess, with all ease, every thing 
to gratify their most avaricious and ambitions disposltion. 
In proportion, too, as their power increased over a vasslated 
populace, in that same ratio, they become insolent, osten 
tatious, and tyrannical. However mild may have com 
menced their reign, they soon become indifferent to the 
rights of human nature, deaf to the cry of human woe, and 
Jose every inclination to virtue and patriotic magnanimity. 
Every principle of patriotism is absorbed in their own self. 
interest and personal importance. Alexander, for instance, 
once a youth possessed of ma11y excellent parts, commenced 
his public career with mildness and affection for his sub 
jects; but he soon lost all humanity, and every inclination 
to virtue. Ambition was his God, and at ambition's shrine, 
he sacrificed all right, all justice, all honor. Nero began 
his reign with more lenity and affection than Alexander; 
but where <lo we find, in a short time after his ascension to 
the royal tlig11ity, a more cruel and odious monster? He 

2 
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looked upon patriotism as treasonable, and virtue in the 
highest degree condemnable. The innocent and the guilty 
shared alike the same fate. His delight was tyranny and 
blood. So far did his madness lead him, that it was 
even dangerous to put on an air of importance. A wife, a 
mother, the dearest friends on earth, escaped not his thirst 
for human gore. 

The fact is, this unnatural authority never fails, unless 
in a few rare exceptions, to erase from the mind of the reign· 
ing Prince, every principle of honor, and every feeling of 
humanity. Flattered by his counsellors, he soon begins to 
think that the people over whom he exerts unbounded au· 
thority, arc little superior to the herds that feed upon the 
meadow. Every murmur from an oppressed populace, he 
is persuaded, arises from a disaffection to him and his ad 
mlnistratlon. His own guilt excites his suspicion, and the 
objects of his suspicion soon become the subjects of his in 
fatuated tyranny. His favorites catch the same spirit, and 
unite their strength, and concentrate their efforts, to seize 
as trophies, the rights which so justly belong to the peo 
ple. What picture of human suffering can we conceive', 
more revolting, than to behold a few usurping monarchs 
triumphing with unbounded authority over the ignorance 
of a vassalated people? Who that has a spark of patriot 
ism in his bosom, can behold the cruel administration of 
Asiatic Despotisms, without feeling something of pity min 
gled with indignation, involuntarily arise within him? Be 
hold the fetters which bind a degraded people to a tyrant's 
throne-the pomp and parade which excite in them a guilt.r 
reverence-the rod and frown of a tyrant, which awe them 
into subjection-intellectual beings sunk down into a kind 
of brutality, lost to all laudable emulation, deprived of 
every claim to equality, justice and humanity-the corrup 
tion, superstitlon, and ignorance, diffused through their 
whole soul, and exhibited in all their actions and rclatious. 
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Corruption to such an extent, that i r the Orator ascend the 
rostrum, it is to beguile the people, and to eulogize oppres 
sion and tyranny-if the Philosopher girn his instruction, 
it is to commend passive obedience and unreserved submis 
sion--if the Poet sing his soft flowing measure, it is in 
praise of demigogues, whose vices are transformed into 
virtues--or if the Statesman deliberate in the public halls, 
it is to strengthen and ratify the power of his political 
master. 

But should the Statesman, the Orator, the Poet, the 
Philosopher, engage their energies to betray the deformity 
of that unnatural authority assumed by the Crown, they 
are pronounced guilty of treason, and led to the scaffold, OL' 

to the traitor's block. Or should the people a wake from 
their political slumbers, and attempt to tear off their fet 
ters, they are frighted into obedience and submission by the 
united powers of the N obi es and the Princes. The Princes, 
the Nobles, and the bribed, are all engagecl against the 
people, in behalf of despotism and slavery. The people, 
so long accustomed to bondage, loose all courage, and, like 
folly's willing slaves, tamely submit to tyranny's unjust 
demands. 

From the imperfect picture I have just represented, and 
from the startling facts referred to, we readily perceive, 
that, whatever feature of this species of government may 
be prosenied to us, force, inequality, and arbitrary mea 
sures, lie at its very basis ; and that it is unjust in its prin 
ciples, pernicious in its operations, and unhappy in its re 
sults. 

We design farther "to cast a hasty glance" over the 
mi Iller sentiments of the two great political parties of En 
gland. These parties, though differe11t in name, and p1·0- 
Iessedly in principle, differ but little in fact. The Tory 
doctrine of" Indefeasible Rights," and the 'Vhig doctrine 
of'' Original Compact," may differ somewhat in regard 



to liberality, hut in regard to force, they are nearly equal 
in nature and extent. 

The Tories of England maintained that "Divine Right" 
was the only ground on which the King and his Counsellors 
held the reins of Government. The illiberality of a sys 
tem established on the pt'inciples of that party, may be ea 
sily discovered. '!'hey taught that passi vo obedience was 
the duty of subjects to the British Crown. Conseqently, 
every attempt to make an alteralion either in the line of 
Kings or Counsellors, or in the compact which hinds them 
together as a people, won Id he not only treasonable, hut 
impious and rebellious against Heaven. Thus at once, 
they gave the King and his Counsellors every advantage 
to sustain themselves against the interests of the people, 
and against the nation. To assert that God has established 
by an unalterable decree, that a certain hereditary line of 
Kings and Cuunsellors should manage the affairs of State 
according to their own will, independent of the will of a 
large majority of the people of that nation, is ,to assert 
what cannot be supported by truth and justice. It is true, 
however, that Government, like every thing else, subsists 
in a certain sense, by the Divine will, and that God has 
formed man with a disposition of association in the capacity 
of government; but this can be no argument to prove that God 
is the author of their system. If it were, it would hold good 
in respect to the various forms now established among men. 
And if God were the author of the various forms of Gov- · 
crurnent now estahlishcd, these forms would he irreversibly 
fixed in their nature and principles. 'I'o carry out then, 
the principles of this party, would he illiberal, both in re· 
ga1·d to God and to man. In regard to God, because they 
ascribe to him the ostalilishment of governments, many of 
which arc founded 011 unjust and inhuman principles. The 
Iustitutions of Heaven arc "perfect, and just, and good." 
If, therefore, the Almighty be the founder of the various forms 



of government, all governments are"perfect,just, and good." 
Again, the sentiments of this party are illiberal in regard 
to man, because no alteration could take place in any par 
ticular form of government, however oppressive it might 
become, without express direction from its great Author, 
To attempt any alteration, without such direction, would 
be impious and Heaven-daring. 

The sentiments of the other party were professetlly 
more liberal. The 'Vhigs maintained that the ''original 
compact" was the only g1·01rntls on which the King secured 
to himself the crown. It was incontestably urged by the 
'Vh igs, that from the Ye1·y nature of their Constitution, 
their Government was nothing more nor less than a limited 
Monarchy; anti that the Supreme powe1· was communica 
ted and dividetl between his Majesty, the Nobles, and the 
House of Commons. " The terms," says they, "of such 
a Constitution not only suppose hut express an original 
contract between the crown and the people; by which the 
supreme power was vested in more than one, and the ex· 
ccutivc department in the crown alone. And the uniform 
existence of such a Constitution for so many ages, demon 
strates the continuation of the sam_e contract." From 
this acknowledgement on their part, the existing Consti 
tution was the record and the evidence of such an "origi 
nal contract between the crown and the people." But ad 
mitting that the evidences of such an agreement were ever 
so well established by facts, or that the people did, "so 
many ages" ago, agree to surrender the management of 
the public concerns, to a certain line of Kings and Nobles, 
what right had they to enter into any such an agreement, 
by which their posterlty would be bound through all time, 
to submit to a certain line of political masters ? If the 
"01•iginal compact" guaranteed to heriditary Princes the 
rigl1t of holding the crown ; it necessarily compelled the 
people of successive ages, to submit to these Princes as 
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their supreme Governors. Now if the crown had any of 
ficers at all, the people were bound from the very nature 
of the case, to remain through all time, under the influ 
ence of these officers. Nothing could absolve them but an 
absolute necessity, a necessity too which would be treason 
able to diflne, 

'Vhether we use the phrase "original compact," or 
"Divine Right," force appears to lie at the foundation of 
each almost to the same extent. We do not think, there 
fore, that we wander from truth when we assert, that pre 
vious to the establishment of Free Institutions in our own 
country, civil freedom had almost become extinct, and that 
the government of ancient and modern nations, was found 
ed on arbitrary power. 

We would not have it understood, however, that we 
even intimate that Greece and Rome never enjoyed a pop 
ularform of Government. "The tree of liberty" has in 
deed been planted in Greece and Rome; but owing to the 
nature of the soil and for the want of root, it was soon 
laid prostrate by the tempest, withered away, and died. 
But we would have distinctly understood, that previous to 
ahe declaration of American Independence, the doctrine of 
"Divine Right" was the most general, and that of the 
" Original Compact" the most liberal ever taught by any 
considerable nations. But the "Original Compact," an<l 
the" Divine Right," can be considered nothing more nor 
Jess than that Tyranny, 

" Which stalks abroad and chains the groaning earth.'' 

The object of Government is or should be, the general 
good of those united in an agreement as a nation. The 
very act of men's associating themselves i11 political or 
ganizations, shows that they have some design in so doing. 
If then, in thus uniting themselves.be for the general good 
and personal liberty, the persons concerned must be the 
best judges of the measures to secure that good, aud main· 
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tain that liberty. They must therefore be the originators 
of their own form of Government. And when the people 
are the framers of their laws and constitution, just princi 
ples are sure to be regarded and attended to. Each being 
deeply interested in the common good of his country, and 
at the same time permitted to participate in the public 
concerns, justice in the administration is sure. To deny 
them, therefore, such rights and such privileges, would lie 
to violate the principles of justice, and to subvert the very 
object of Government. But the question may arise; how 
can all the citizens of a large and extensive country, par 
tici pate in the public concerns and in the administration 
of justice ? How vast an amount of money and trouble 
would be sacrificed on their part in attending the Legisla 
tive Halls ? How are they the scource of all power and 
laws ? and how are they to put these laws into execution ? 
The answer is perfectly obvious. In popular Government, 
in order to avoid too much expense on the part of the Go 
rernment and too much trouble on the part of the people, the 
people appoint certain deligated authorities to enact theft' 
laws ; and farther vest in others the power of putting these 
Jaws into execution, whenever the social principle is viola 
ted. No sovereign is known except the people-s-no Jaws: 
!Jut such as are by them approved and ratified, Every 
measure stands open and prominent. All are considered 
innocent until they are proved guilty. Take away there 
fore social principles from Government-Despotism and 
Tyranny would claim the administration-remove laws 
from political organization-it ceases to exist,and anarchy 
and confusion would usurp the place of law and orderc-« 
There can be no liberty without law. 

It was asserted and re-asserted, that "popular Gov 
ernment is the very food of ambition." If by "ambition" 
the friends of Monarchy intend to convey the idea of an up- 
1·ight deportmcut-i-of placing ~ p1·ope1· estimate upon the: 
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<lig11ity or human nature-of firmness and decision of char. 
acter-of a determination to maintain the rights of man. 
we readily concur with them in the sentiment. But if 
they are understood tu mean the use of improper measures 
for the elevation of self, at the expense of the justice, and 
the rights of others, we will always be found to differ with 
them in opinion. Om· opinion too is not without founda 
tion or proof of its correctness. Facts are in our favor. 
W]iere do we find more traces of ambition, than in the 
hlstoric account of Despotic, of Monarchial, and of Aris 
tocratical Government ? In what popular Government 
has there been one tenth part of human blood, of human 
life, sacrificed as there has been in Regal Government 
for the crown alone ? If we examine history, there has 
been but one continued series of contention and slaughter 
for the privilege of holding the crown. In the contentions 
the.prevailing Party have only to cry havoc, and behold 
they Jet loose the engines of war. Many a Nobleman was 
there-many Sultan was there-many a Prince was there 
many a Sacerdotal robe was there, devotionally bent at 
ambition's slu-ine, 

In England from the time of Alfred the Ist to that of 
George the sd, there has been a continued struggle for the 
crown. Notwithstanding the vast amount of human life 
which was sacrificed in these contentions, this same coun 
try has the boldness to assert, that "JlOJmlar Government 
is the very food and life of ambition." Of the process 
by which they arrived at such conclusion, we are entirely 
ignorant, Do they refer us to the mouldering ruins of 
ancient republics ? If Greece and Rome lost their Re 
publican form of Government, it was not by the ambition 
of the friends and advocates of free Institutions. Athens, 
Sparta, Thebes and Corinth, never fell victims to the ambi 
tion of the Amphictions, the Solons, the Lycm·guses, 01· 

the T'imoleous, the boll! and undaunted advocates of the 
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rights of man. But if the athletic strength of Sparta, 
which once vied with the strongest nations on earth, 
dwindled into a mere political dwarf-if Athens, which 
once like some proud mountain, exhibited a superior height 
amid the surrounding hills, was reduced down to desola 
tion and slavery, it was by the ambitious Lysander-not 
by the lovers of liberty. 

We Jay it down as a general principle, and facts will 
support us, that the most ambitious have uniformly been 
the greatest advocates of Monarchy, that the most patri 
otic have always exhibited the strongest attachment to 
Free Institutions, and that popular government, while it 
encourages men to be dignlfled and honorable, does afford 
encouragement to ambition. 

In proportion as Governments approach towards a 
popular form, they are prosperous and happy. Never 
were Greece and Rome more flourishing and contented, 
than when they shone in the full splendor of Republics. 
Poland and England never were more free from oppres 
sion and tyranny, than when the Legislative, Judicial and 
Executive departments, were vested partially in the peo 
ple. Take away the immense public debt, England is at 
present more prosperous than at any period in her history, 
We can sec no reason why such is the case, unless it be 
owing to this fact, that her Government is nearer a popu 
lar form. The supreme power is now vested partly in 
the crown, and partly in the people, The "Habeas Corpus 
act," is now more fully regarded and attended, than at 
any other period in her annals. Except our own country, 
England is the freest and consequently the most prosper 
ous nation on earth. 

Civil Society founded on social principles, affords the 
strongest encouragement to the Arts and Sciences. The 
friends of Monarchy have even been bold enough to assert 
and re-assert, that political organizations founded on such 

s 
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principles, afford but little encouragement to intellectual 
improvement. "There is so near an equality between 
the rulers and the citizens, and necessarily a want of 
rank to give impulse to, and to place a 1wope1• estimate 
upon the practical value and importance of the Arts and 
Sciences." Can there not be at least as much encourage 
ment to the cause of learning, from the approbation of 
those whose real character speaks for them, as there pos 
sibly can be from the approval of those who rank and dis 
tinction are borowed from a mere fiction ? " There is no 
crown to encourage Literature in a1I its branches." The 
friends of crowns have never informed us by what power 
a mere fiction exercises such an extensive influence over 
the Arts and Sciences. Does a strip of velvet possess 
such powerful charms as to give a new tone to public 
opinion, in regard to the practical importance of the 
Sciences, or new facilities to the cause of Education ? If 
so, in what this virtue consists, we have yet to learn. 
\V c cannot suppose that it consists in the peculiar- texture 
of the cloth, or pearls, or gems, or gold that sparkle 
around it. " After all, what is this metaphor called a 
crown ? Is it a contrivance of human wisdom, or of human 
craft ? Is it a thing necessary to a nation ? If it is, in 
what does its necessity consist ? What services does it 
perform, what is its business, and what are its merits ? 
Does its virtue consist in the metaphor or the man ? 
Does it operate like Fortunatus's whispering-cap, or Ilko 
Harlequin's wooden sword ?" ·we can perceive no a<l 
(litional value a crown can place upon the Sciences, nor 
any additional strength it can possibly afford to the intel 
lectual powers of man, 

But we appeal to facts in support or our assertion: 
"'hat nation affords stronger encouragement, ot' greater 
faC"ilities to intellectual improvement, than onrs? Are we 
rclervcrl to German)'., Italy, England, France, or Spain? 



Our country is young. Centuries and centurles ago, the 
name of Germany, of Italy, of England, of Frauce, of 
Spain, were uttered by almost every nation of Europe and 
Asia. Taking in consideration the age of our country, we 
fearlessly challenge the world to point out one, which has, 
in the length of time, reached the same distinction in lite 
rary acquirement. America is rapidly advancing in the 
acquisition of knowledge. The activity of her citizens 
has been, in regard to the diffusion of knowledge, surpassed 
by no nation. If the same interest coutinues to increase 
with such rapidity as heretofore, the time is not far dis 
tant, when the whole American mind will be intently set 
upon study and investigation. "Roll back the tide of 
time "-take a retrospect of the past-view the present 
what may we not expect of the future? Education and 
Religion are now encouraged in every department of life. 
The wealthy part of our country are employing their best 
endeavors to aid the indigent. The Legislatures of our 
States are taking it more into consideration than they have 
formerly dune. The various Denominations of the Chris 
tian Church, are expanding their views, and laying out 
their best and noblest efforts to circulate knowledge and 
Religion. They are establishing their Schools, Colleges, 
and Theological Seminaries in the various parts of our 
country. All the kind offices of American citizens, of 
American Christians, have a direct tendency to perpetuate 
our Free Institutions, and to evince to the world that 110 

Government on earth is founded on surer or better prin 
ciples, nor productive of such happy results. 

To your zeal, activity and generosity, Gentlemen Trus 
tees, 'Yake Forest owes its origin. May it ever find in you 
a fostering care-may it more than answer your fondest 
expectations-and among other Institutions of a similar 
character, may it prove a blessing to you, a blessing to 
our country, and to the world. 
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Gentlemen of the Euzelian and Philomathesian Socie 
ties : You live in an age of wonders. You look around 
you, and behold the Literary world employed in research 
and investigation. Mind is trying its strength. The 
dark clouds are disappearing before the light of knowl- · 
edge. The bulwarks of infidelity, the strong holds of 
vice, the dupes of ignorance and error, are yielding, up 
their wretched claims at the approach of truth. Tyranny 
in Government is surrendering her unjust demands to in 
telligence anti virtue. You see too, the political, moral, 
and religious world busily employed in advancing the 
cause of civilization, learning, and religion. No doubt 
you arc looking forward to. the period, when you shall 
ham quitted the classic groves and these college walls, to 
engage in some favorite pursuit. You have, perhaps, some 
point fixed in your view, Your pathway is marked o t 
before you. When yon arise at this point of distinction, 
or that summit of Literary fame, you promise yourselves 
much happiness. Like a man ascending the Alps or the 
Andes, you see rising before you, some lofty summit, at 
which, when you arive, you will have a splended prospect. 
You hasten your step to reach the top. Behold another,of a 
still loftier character; as you ascend, the peak gradually 
rises before you. You bend all your energies to gain the 
top of one, which seems al most to pierce the clouds. You 
succeed. Behold another, and another, hid behind the 
lofty clifts of the former, soon present themselves to your 
view. .H each, incleed, there is much to please, and much 
for suhlime coutemplation. But remember, Gentlemen, 
the mind is so vast in its powers, so extensive in its de 
sires, and lofty in its contemplation, that nothing can sat 
isfy it but immo1·tality-nothing but Heaven. Like Noah's 
dove let loose from the hand of her benefactor, the mind 
can never· rest until it returns to the source from whence 
it came, ancl ltl'i11g the reward of its toil-the emblem of 
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obedience and affection. Resolve, therefore, to take a bold 
and noble stand against vice and immorality- 

" To pour in virtue's cap her just reward, 
Keep vice restrained behind a double guard." 

On your virtue and morality, depend the safety and 
perpetuity of our Free Institutions; and your own present 
and future happiness. Though your country may be founded 
on the surest and wisest principles, and regulated by the 
best of laws ; yet, in the language of an ancient bard, 

" Quid leges, sine moribus 
Vanre, proficiunt." 

Cherlsh, therefore, every principle of moral virtue, and 
employ every means promotive of intellectual improve· 
ment. Resolve to ascend the hill of science, to be emi 
nently <listinguished for your Literary acquirements, use· 
fulness, and piety. Heaven prosper you gentlemen-may 
you be an honor to our Jllma .i'Water, a blessing to our 
country, a benefit to the world, and worthy to dwell In 
the reglona of the blessed. 
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