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WAKE FOREST INSTITUTE, July 6, 1835, 
DEAR SIR: 

The Committee of Arrangements, in behalf of the Philo 
mathesian & Euzelian. Societies, tender you their thanks for your inter· 
eating and eloquent OnaTION on tJ,e 4th, and request a copy of the same 
for publication. 

With respect, &c. 
P.A. K. POUNCEY,} 
A. L. YANCEY, Committee 
E. F. H. JOHNSON, OF 
J. H. BROOKS, 
R. B. SEA WELL, .llrr·angements. 
E. BURNS, 

WAKE FOREST INSTITUTE, July 7, 1835. 
GENTLElllEN: 

If I were to consult my feelings in regard to the ORATION 
delivered by me on the 4th of July, I could not, without doing violence to 
them, accede to your request; but, as I consider myself the organ of my 
Society, I send yeu a copy, to be disposed of as the Societies may deem 
expedient. With respect, &c. 

Me81rs. P. A. K. PouNcEr,} 
A. J,. YANCEY, Committee 
E. F. H. JOHNSON, 
J, H. Bnooxs, 0"' 

R. B. SEAWELL, .llrrangements. 
E. Bu.aN~, 

J, C. DOCKERY. 



ORATION. 

The present era is far in advance of its pre 
decessors, in the development of the intellectual 
powers of man. The march of mind has become 
proverbial. Mind is now employing its noblest 
energies in the investigation of the theories and the 
systems of past generations ; and whatever cannot 
abide the test of experiment, of principle, of truth, 
it fearlessly rejects. Bold innovations in the Sci 
ences, in Ueligion and in Government, are pro 
jected and advocated. All subjects are undergo 
ing a healthful and successful analysis. Peclantry· 
in the Sciences, bigotry in Religion and tyranny 
in Government, are surrendering their wretched 
claims to the empire of mind. Intellect is now 
busily employed throughout the world, in bring 
ing order out of confusion and light out of dark 
ness. It is true, much has been accomplished in 
the Arts and Sciences, in the generations that are 
passed. The age of Augustus and that of Leo X, 
and that of Elizabeth were distinguished for the 
expansion of inteUect. Sculpture and Architec 
ture were, at an early period of the world, pushed 
on to maturity ; but most of the Arts and Sciences 
are the product of modern mind. In discovery 
and invention, intellect has distinguished itself in 
various nations. In mental effort, England and 
France have been particularly successful ; but the 
Science of Government in its simplicity and gran 
deur, is emphatically the product of American 
mind. 

Five thousand, seven hundred and seventy-six 
years had passed, before a deliberative body, the 
Representatives of a Nation, had declared that 
man is capable of self government. In the retro- 
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spection or the gloomy ages of the past, man ap 
pears but the slave of his fellow man-his body 
chained to the foot of the throne-and his spirit 
enthralled by the awe of the mitre. Once in an 
age, perhaps, some noble spirit would start up and 
assert the rights of human nature ; but like the 
meteor's blaze, he rose and shone and disappear 
ed-his noble daring led him to the traitor's block 
or to the martyr's stake. Human nature, in the 
feebleness of its ignorance, was unab le to resist 
the overwhelming influence of the sceptre and of 
the crosier. The few have always ruled the ma 
ny. The source of law, of honor and of wealth, 
has been the throne, and man has always found 
bis life and bis enjoyments dependent on the titled 
few. Against these -arbitrary, these unnatural 
distinctions, mind has arrayed itself-with rolling 
years it accumulates strength, and it will increase 
until it beats down the tyrant's throne, and strikes 
off the bishop's mitre. God forbid that we should 
be found raising our feeble voice, or lifting our 
puny arm against His Holy Religion; but it is a 
fact, too well known for concealment, that most of 
the miseries of man have been inflicted by the de 
votees of a corrupted Hierarchy-that our very ex 
istence, as a people, owes its origin to Religious 
persecution. Indeed, our free Institutions were 
called into being as barriers against phrenzied fa 
naticism. But here, we must assert, that the Re 
ligion of the Bible never persecuted. Like its au 
thor, it is holy, harmless, undefiled and separate 
from sinners ; and its first introduction into our 
sinful world, was in a sentiment as holy as Heav 
en and as merciful as benevolence-" Glory to 
Goel in the highest, on earth, peace and good will 
towards men." Not Religion then, but the abuse 
of Religion has clothed the world in sackcloth. 
It was this that drove our forefathers from their 
English homes, from their firesides and from their 

-- - 
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friends and forced them to seek an asylum on 
the inhospitable shores of savage America. They 
preferred the tomahawk of the Indian to the scep 
tre of the King, and bis scalping knife to the mi 
tre of the Bishop. But 'Ye are living in a better 
age-a more intellectual age. Man has laid aside 
the stern attributes of the bigot, and he now looks 
upon his fellow man as a brother in affliction, iu 
want, in joy and in hope. The world is more 
under the dominion of common sense, of common 
humanity; and the Church is more under the mild 
influence of the precepts of the Bible. We are Ii- 

. ving too in a free country-a land of indepeudence, 
of equitable laws, of sound morality and of pure 
Religion. We will, therefore, turn away from 
the persecuting spirit of the past, and invite your 
attention to our present wants and future pros 
pects. 
The subject of this Address, will be found in 

the following proposition, viz : Knowledge and 
Virtue are essentially necessary to the perpetuity 
of our free Institutions. The history of our race 
furnishes us with a great variety in the forms of . 
Government; but the three more prominent sys 
tems, shall fur the present command our attention. 
These are the Despotic, the Monarchial and the 
Republican. All despotisms are erected u1rnn the 
ignorance of the populace. If the people are un 
able to comprehend their rights, they arc incapa 
ble of estimating the sweets of liberty. And if in 
the fortuitous turn of Revolution, free institu 
lions should be secured, they would be unprepar 
ed to enjoy them and unable to maintain them. 
Al most every nation on earth has illustrated these 
truths. The Governments of the East are Des 
potic, Turkey and Russia are despotisms, and the 
people of these countries are sunk into the lowest 
depths of ignorance, and among them.free institu 
tions could not survive one generation. 

YI~ FOREST UNM 
BR.AP 
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A limited Monarchy is sustained by tinsel and 
glitter. Stars and garters, crowns and thrones, 
lords and ladies, Princes and Princesses, throw 
around this species of government all its attrac 
tions. Pomp, parade and power are well calcula 
ted to strike the mind of the vulgar with reverence 
and awe; and indeed, the better informed are ir 
resistibly borne away by the influence of the gay 
exhibitions of nobility and royalty. Man is nat 
urally vain and proud, and when his passions are 
not tempered, and his judgment guarded by the 
eternal principles of morality, he may be purchas 
ed, provided the price offered correspond with the 
value he-has fixed upon his services. To the good 
man, the honors which Monarchs have to dispose 
of, are serious and fearful temptations ; to the wa 
vering in principle, they are perfectly irresistible, 
and the base will lick the dust to obtain them. 
A Iimited Monarchy, therefore, is built upon the 
weakness of human nature. 

A Republican Government is founded upon the 
virtue and the intelligence of the people. Its ma 
chinery is simple, its operations effective, and its 
results happy. There is no concealment-s-evary 
matter stands out in all its prominence; Every 
measure is subject to the approval or the rejection 
of the people. The people are the source of all 
law and of all power. They set up their own Go 
vernors-they enact their own laws. In one word, 
the people govern themselves. The people, there 
fore, must have knowledge to understand their 
rights, wisdom to enact their Iaws, and virtue to 
submit to them. Om· Government is a Republic. 
'Ve have inherited it from our fathers, and if we 
transmit it in its unimpaired beauty and simplici 
ty to our children, it will be.because we are a vir 
tuous and iutelligent people. 

The Government of the United States has been 
considered au experiment in political science.- 
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During the infancy of our Republic, both the friends · 
and the enemies of free Institutions entertained 
many doubts as to its permanence. It was but a 
tender plant, and every cloud that arose in the po 
litical horizon, seemed pregnant with destruction. 
But, by the blessing of Heaven, the friends of 
freedom have forgotten their fears, and the malign 
hopes of its enemies have been displaced hy an 
admiration for our noble Institutions. The feeble 
one has become mighty, and like the tall spread 
ing oak, among the trees of the forest, the United 
States stands pre-eminent among the nations of the 
earth. The storm bas expended its fury, the tern· 
pest has howled, and the tornado has roared, and 
yet the tree of Liberty stands in its glorious ma 
jesty, unscathed by the lightnings of Heaven, and 
untouched by the revolutions of earth. Our Go 
vernment is no longer an experiment; its adaptation 
to our wants as a people, its strength to resist in 
ternal and foreign foes, and its adequacy to meet 
all emergencies, have been amply tested. It is no 
longer an infant, but the powerful, vigorous man, 
with spirit to smile upon its own possessions, and 
with nerve to defend them from all aggression. 
The body politic has not within itself the seeds of 
its own destruction. The bosom has been care· 
fully examined, and the death-spot is not there. 
The national body is vigorous and healthful, the 
national mind is rapidly advancing to a high state 
of cultivation, and the moral sensibilities are be 
coming more and more refined with our growth.· 
In advancing political science to a happy consum 
mation, we have judgment adequate to direct us, 
intellect sufficiently vigorous and cultivated to se 
cure to us progress, and virtue sufficiently refined 
and energetic to preserve us from any and every 
moral disease: In these qualifications of our hap 
py Government, we repose unwavering confidence. 
They are able to resist all the encroachments of 
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corruption, to check the advance of luxury, and to 
paralyze the influence of foreign politics and the 
fascination of foreign manners. Upon these, there 
fore, we depend for the perpetuity of our free In· 
stitutions, 

Intelligence and virtue have always been a dis 
tinguishing trait in our national character. They 
formed one of the most prominent features of our 
Colonial being; indeed, they characterized our 
forefathers before they left the home of their na 
tivity. While groaning under an oppressive Go 
vernment, and subjected to a tyrannical hierarchy, 
our forefathers hall the knowledge to understand 
their rigbts,aml the nerve to assert them; and when 
they failed in their native land, to secure for them 
selves freedom of conscience, they had the moral 
courage to sacrifice all the endearments of the so 
cial circle, and the enjoyments of civilized life, 
and to venture upon a new and untried state of be 
ing. They brought with them, across the ocean, 
their conscience, their valour and their fortitude ; 
and, after having subdued the sa.vage wildness 
of the forest, and checked the ferocity of the na 
tive Indians, and nursed into being the shoot of a 
powerful nation, they laid down and died, and the 
inheritance was transmitted to their children. And 
when the period arrived, in which unquailing 
spirits and unerring arms were required, their 
descendants stepped forth to meet the horrors of 
the battle field. Nurtured under the resistance to 
the encroachments of power.at the war-cry of He 
volution they seized their arms, and, 

'' Unaw'd by power and unappall'<l by fear," 
they mingled in "battle's magnificently · stern 
array." If they had loved independence less, 
they might have lived, in peace, and even in luxu 
ry. If they had submitted to lay their rights at 
the foot of the throne, the badge of slavery might 
have been a mark of honor, and their chains 



might have been as soft as a silken corcl; but they 
had the knowledge to estimate freedom, they had 
the virtue to govern themselves, and therefore they 
could not be slaves-with them, it was liberty or 
death. Their intellect boldly asserted their rights, 
and their arm most gloriously sustained the asser 
tion. What American can forget Ooncoi·d, and 
Lexington and Bunker Hill? )Ve have been ac 
customed to read with thl'illing interest the achiev 
ments of Marathon and of T hermopylrs, but can 
the heroic recollections of Greece and Rome fur 
nish a parallel to the war scene of Bunker Hill? 
Here were marshalled, not the Monarch's fighting; 
slaves, but men who had souls that dared to be free, 
citizen heroes, men of property, of probity, of in 
te1lect-men, who, at the sound of the war cry, 
left the cheerful fireside, the happy family group, 
for the fatigue aud peril of the camp. This was 
chivalry, high-souled chivalry. Men of pacific 
habits, by the lo Ye of liberty, are transformed into 
heroes of the battle field. That was a glorious 
blow struck for liberty, but in striking, many fell 
to rise no more, and among that number, were some 
of the noblest spirits of the country, who, though 
driven from their trenches and defeated, were not 
subdued. No ! their noble daring nerved their 
arm for the long and fearful struggle of the Revo 
lution. 

On the 4th of July 1776, was achieved an effort 
of moral grandeur, that commanded the admiration 
of the world. A whole people rose up to assert 
the dignity of man, to demand the rights of human 
nature ; and for the accomplishment of the object, 
they pledged their property, their lives, and their 
sacred honor. The instrument which you have 
just heard read, contains the language and senti 
ments of our fathers. In it, we have the senti 
ments of three millions of people. The sword was 
then drawn, and the scabbard was thrown away. 

9J 
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Whn.t a spectacle ! Weakness, with destitution, 
arrays itself against power, in all its abundance. 
:Hut with the weak, were virtue and intelligence, 
and where these are combined in a people, no 
troops, however warlike, can awe them-no force, 
l1owever powerful, can subdue them. 

The campaign of '76 was very disastrous to the 
cause of freedom. Defeat had followed defeat, 
and almost every enterprise was fated to terminate 
in discouragement and failure. This was the 
darkest portion of the night which had gathered 
thick and heavy over the States. Terrible in 
deed, was that darkness, with now and then a 
gleam of light, which only exhibitecl the deep and 
fearful extent of the gloom. But it is said, that 
the darkest hour is just before day; so our fathers 
found it. On the night of the 26th of December, 
on the Jersey side of the Delaware, reposed in 
ease and fulness, the Hessian division of the 
British Army, well clothed, well fed, and comfor 
table, while the blasts of winter bowled around 
them. On this side of the same River, and some 
miles distant, was the American Army-the frag 
ment of an army-destitute of clothes, destitute of 
food, and in a most wretched condition of suffer· 
ing and of want. The chill winds whistled over 
their unsheltered heads, and, in mockery, sported 
with their tattered garments. 'Tis midnight! 
Behold these half clad warriors, in the midst of 
the Delaware, struggling with the ice, as it comes 
crashing, roaring down the stream. A calm firm 
voice is heard above the noise of the flood, encour 
aging them in the superhuman labour-it is the 
voice of \V ASHlNGTON. 'I'hey reach the opposite 
shore-the line is formed and the march commen 
ces-·the fife breathes not, the drum withholds its 
sounds-nothing is heard but the low eager tramp 
of the march. But over the frozen ground, their 
advance mig t have bee!1 traced by the blood that 
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:II owed from their unprotected feet. What a spec 
tacle! Are these the defenders of the Genius of 
Liberty? The careless observer would have sup 
posed, that they were a band, who had just escaped 
from the enclosures of a Hospital, and that, with 
the speed of insanity, they were hurrying to their 
own destruction. But no! Healthful blood cour 
ses thro' their veins, aud the warrior's heart beats in 
their bosom. Onward, they bend their course, 
eager to conquer or to die. The day breaks, and 
in the distant gloom, appears the camp of the foe. 
The stillness of death reigns. there-the camp is 
buried in sleep and wine. The band of Patriots 
press on-the foe takes the alarm-to arms! to 
arms !-rises on the air ;-but down comes the 
storm of war-the sword and bayonet gleam in the 
morning light. The warrior foe in wild confusion 
marshals all his force- 

"They form-unite-charge-waver-all is lost;" 
Our fathers press on the yielding foe, and nobly 
strike for freedom's cause. The dreadful din, 

"Of groaning victims and wild cries for life, 
Proclaimed how well they did the work of death." 

Gracious Heaven! Are these the barefooted, 
half-clad heroes, that crossed the Delaware? The 
warrior looks from the eye and death succeeds ev 
ery blow! Victory, overwhelming victory, perch 
es upon their standard, and with their, spoil and 
their prisoners, they retrace their steps. 
A brighter sun rose that morning on the shatter 

cd fortunes of the States, and the gloom of despair 
rolled away like the darkness of night, before the 
approaching ,. orniug. The news of the victory 
spread over the country, on the wings of the wind, 
and brighter faces looked on the contest, lighter 
hearts sat in the Council chamber, and steadier 
arms bore the firelock. And now with the alter 
nations of fear and hope, defeat followed victory, 
'and victory defeat, until on the heights of York- 



town.victory closed the battle scene, in favor of li 
berty and independence. 
The war of the Revolution was an arduous strug 

gle. Our fathers fearlessly encountered it, chiv 
alrously sustained it and gloriously achieved it. 
In consummating the Revolution, our fathers ac 
complished much by their intellect, more by their 
valour and much more by their virtue. Their in 
tellect comprehended the nature of their rights, and 
properly and efficiently exhibited them to each oth 
er; their valour led them to the battle field, and 
nrgell them to the cannon's mouth, to strike for 
liberty ; but their virtue enabled them to endure 
all things for their country's good. Contempt and 
hunger, and cold and wretchedness, in all their ap 
palling shapes, constituted an army more fearful in 
array, than all the pomp and circumstance of Bri 
tish squadrons. Hut while their valor triumph· 
ed in the battle field, their fortitude endured the 
withering wretchedness of the camp. 

"In struggling with misfortune lies the proof of 
virtue." Other Republics have existed. Virtue 
and valor in Greece secured a Hepublican form of 
Government. It was however, a Hepublic, more 
in name than in fact. But the voice of the people 
was heard and exerted its influence. It was an 
oligarchy rather than a democracy; and it grntl 
ually rose to a tyranny. For some time, Greece 
sustained by her virtue a Government adapted to 
lier condition, and adequate to her wants. But 
lier populace was deplorably deflcient in informa 
tion-there were valour and self denial, but there 
was no knowledge. Greece, therefore, lost even 
the shadow of a Hepublic. They lost their free 
dom, not because Leonidas and Aristides were 
gathere(l to their fathers, hut because ignorance 
pervaded the whole populace. Home was a He 
public. This form of Government she had secur 
ed by the stern virtues of JUNIUS Buurus anti 
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CoLLA'tINus. But there was not knowledge atnong 
the people, and Rome soon lost her Re1rnblican 
character, was governed by a Dictator, and then 
by many Tyrants, until finally, the OJEsAns 
mounted the throne. 
France was a Republic-but here was neither 

knowledge or virtue. The people wen sunk in 
to the very lowest depths of ignorance and vice. 
Virtue had lost her Ycry name. The Republic 
soon degenerated into anarchy, and overwliehned 
the commonwealth with the blood of lier citizens, 
and then mounted to a Tyranny. France is an aw 
ful example to the nations of the earth. She has 
shown what a nation can do without knowledge, 
without virtue. 
The States of South America are called Repub 

lics ; but their Governments present scarcely a 
solilary Republican feature. The people may 
have valor, and they may ham many virtues, but 
knowledge they have not. The commonalty of 
these States are shamefully ignorant of the first 
principles of a Hepublic. They arc altogether 
incnpablc of comprehending the rights of human 
nature, and wholly inadequate to estimate the ad 
vantages of a free govemment. They are under 
the domination of Priestly power-they have sur 
rendered their rights and their consciences to the 
mitre-they prefer to be slaYes-they are unfit to 
be free-they are unworthy of a Hepublic. From 
the period in which they threw off the Spanish 
yoke, they have embroiled themselves in civil 
strifes, and scarcely a year passes without a new 
Hevolution. South America can never be free, 
until she educates her populace. Intelligence must 
become the common property of all classes of the 
community, or she never can, under her present 
pretended form of gornrnment, take a prominent 
stand among the nations of the earth. 
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"The instability and eventual dissolution of the 
Republics of ancient and of modern History, must 
be traced to a want of virtue and knowledge among 
the populace. There was much of the stern vir 
tue of the Republican character in Greece and 
Rome; but virtue alone is incompetent to sustain 
a Republic. There may be extensive knowledge 
among a people, and yet no foundation for the erec 
tion of a Hepublic. A people may be very virtu 
ous and very ignorant; and they may be well in 
formed and shamefully corrupt. Virtue, unpro 
tectecl by knowledge, will fall a victim to the first 
political knave, who has the faculty of concealing 
his duplicity under the honest zeal of a Patriot; 
or, it may be led to its own destruction, by the first 
political fanatic, who may dare to hazard the chan 
ces of empire, against those of the death of a trai 
tor. On the other hand, however well informed a 
people may be, if they are destitute of virtue, they 
will sell their conn try for gold, or sacrifice its inde- 
1rnndence for the wretched distinction of office and 
title. These positions are sustained by the H.eYO· 
Iutionary struggles of Europe; and indeed, the 
history of mankind furnishes, upon almost every 
page, a melancholy illustration of their truth. 

Now, if it be wisdom, to judge of the future by 
the past; if it be logical, to say that like causes 
produce like effects; then, our happy Republio 
depends for its perpetuity on the virtue and the 
knowledge of the people. Of this truth, our fath 
ers were fully convinced, and they acted under its 
influence; and hence, among the early laws en 
acted for the preservation of our Government, may 
be found those, which encourage knowledge and 
virtue among the people. 'Ve, their childen, are 
acting on the same principle, and hence the vigo 
rous efforts now making from one encl of our couu • 
t'ry to the other, to elevate the intellectual and mo 
ral character of the rising generation. The nation 
is toiling to give stability to its existence. 
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To these generous patriotic motives, the w AKE ]j"'oREST INSTITUTE owes its being. 
Gentlemen Trustees, you deserve well of your 
country-you have nobly contributed of your sub 
stance, of your time and of your influence, for the 
elevation of this Institution. Knowledge and vir 
tue are cultivated here. 'Ve, Gentlemen, as the 
members of the Institute, are your children, and 
we are growing up, not with the contracted views 
of a narrow hearted sectary, nor with the bold fear 
less presumption of the fanatic ; but with a spirit 
whose benevolence embraces the world. You have 
established a Seminary of Learning on the most phi 
lanthropic principles-your doors are thrown open 
to every man's son, who can furnish proof of a good 
moral character. You have generously contributed 
your thousands for the establishment of the Insti 
tute, and uobly have you proclaimed-we ask no 
remuneration. Gentlemen, \V ake Forest must con· 
tinue to rise in public estimation, and it will inscribe 
your names among those of the great and the good, 
who are the benefactors of mankind. 
The happy influences of Education and morali 

ty sweetly harmonize, in giving beauty and stabil 
ity to human character; and the purifying tenden 
cy of this felicitous combination is extending 
through all the ramifications of the community, 
and purifying and exalting the sensibilities of the 
lowest circles of the Republican family. And here, 
permit me to raise my voice above the loud fana 
tic roar of infidelity, while I utter the sentiment of 
my soul. The hope of our glorious Republic is 
in the School-house and in the )Ieeting-bouse. 
Here, the rising generation must form characters 
that will enable them, as the sons and daughters 
of the Republic, to f:;IVe s ability, dignity, and 
grandeur, to a grnat and happy ,, .tiou, 

As a people, our prospects are truly flattering. 
We have a country almost boundless in extent, 

• 
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beautifully variegated by mountains, valleys amt 
rivers; and this vast territory is inhabited by a peo 
ple connected by the dearest ties of nature. We 
are descended from the same ancestors, we speak 
the same language, we profess the same Heligion, 
we maintain the same principles of Government, 
we cultivate the same manners and the same habits. 
Over our wide extended country, the same banner 
waves, the same laws are in force, and the im 
provements of the day are bringing the most dis 
taut States into the most felicitous contiguity. 
Our ships traverse every sea, our produce visits 
esery clime. "\Ve are admired and reverenced 
abroad ; we are respected and loved at home. We 
are rapidly improving in population, in knowl 
edge and in virtue. The Arts and the Sciences, 
Literature and the fine Arts, morals and religion 
are all keeping pace with our number as a people, 
with. our strength as a nation. The deep forests 
of the 1Vest are filling up withcities aud villages, 
and with industrious, persevering inhabitants. 
The School-master, and the Minister of truth per 
form their elevating functions, and exert their pu 
rif ying influence. Our whole country will even 
tually be filled up with a high-minded, intellec 
tual and virtuous people; and what must then be 
her influence? Even now, her citizens maintain 
her principles in every clime, aud her Ministers 
of Ueligion hold up her moral character in the 
dark places of the earth. If now, she is the morn 
ing star, casting her pale rays over the earth, 
then, she will he the luminary of day, rolling a 
flood of light over the whole world. 

GENTLEMEN 01·· THE EuzELIAN AND PmLOllIA 
THESIAN SOCIETIES, you have this day assembled 
to celebrate the 59th year of American Indepen 
dence. The heroes who fought and bled in the 
battle field, the patriots who sat in the council 
chamber, who pledged their property, their lives 
and their sacred honor, were your fathers ; the 
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\\'OillC'll, w110 sacriiicetl tlit <:oniful'ts of tl. · table, 
anti endured. the horrors of suspense, while then' 
husbands and sons were on the battle grqund, who 
fled from city to city, from neighbourhood to neigh 
bourhood, to escaue the civilized brute and the 
sangnin_a,ry savage, were your mothers, , With 
these <lrffici.iltie's, they i:fravely grappled and fear 
lessly stq1ggled-they have bequeathed to you the 
fair inhe6tarice of liberty and independence;. as 
the result of their toil and their suffering. 'l~he 
~chievement of freedom was theii's ; its preserva 
hon must be your's. Cultivate, tllerefore, the Re 
publican principles, the manly independence and 
patriotic sensibilities of your fathers. Light heads 
and rotten hearts may do for the young men of 
other nations; who have nothing to do but to eat; 
~o drink and to die; but you must have cultivated 
~ntelleds, enlightened judgments and sound hearts; 
for you have a Government to sustain ; a prosper 
{_)us and growing Republic to preserve and direct, 
You will be called upon to resist the encroachments 
of corruption, "the seducements of luxury; thefas 
cinations of foreign manners, and to give stabilil:y 
and permanence to the simplicity of our Republi 
can Institutions~. The honors of the Republic ate 
within yom; reach. You may a~pire to the Chair 
of §tat~; ahtl to tile Presidency. of our powerf til 
country~ By birth, you are eligible to the high 
est offices of the Republic, and your education will 
qualify you for the discharge of their various du 
ties. your individual prospects, therefore; are 
well calculated to allure you up the proud steep 
of science, arid to awaken in ytmr bosoms a desire 
fur the distinctions of the great, the good and the 
wise. . 

EuzEi:..IANs, you have aspired to the honors of 
Science, and the distinctions of Literature. You 
have talent and iudustry-c-you have resolved to 
ascend the hill of Science, and its pathway, how- 
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ever q(ecp ·;ual i"6n;;l1. cannot deter yon ; its sum- 
, mit, however lofty .• · cannot discourage yon ... Here 
is your STAXDAno-· speaksfor you. Science 
and Literature, · Agriculture and l\f echanics, will 
receive, your fostering care. All will be prosecu 
ted with industry, and .whst you attempt to do, 
you will do well. And tl;ough your latter end, 
the graye and dust, are ?)efore, you, yet your 
immortalitv lias commeuced==vour star is above 
t'Ire l101'izo"'n. , N'o diffic11H1t!s ~an deter -you, no 
toils can appal you. Your motto is, '< Isvoeniam 
»iam cwt [aciani," Geutlejaen, Heaven prosper 
you-:--may you he an ho1101· to the Institute, a 
hiessing to the State, and a benefit to mankind. 

F'er.t.ow PHILOMATHEsIANs; we also have en· 
tered upon the race for intellectual honor. '\Ve too 
have aspired to Literary distinction. To us, life 
without knowledge, would he as gloomy as the· 
gram,. For the promotion of our own happiness, 
and especially for the extension of our usefulness 
among mankind, we hare resolved to be scientific 
men. \Ve have entered upon a Literary course, 
and no difficulties, no discouragements shall check 
our progress. 'Ve have hoped greaJ things, and 
we ham attempted great things. 'Ve shall never 
forget that he who attempts to throw over the sun, 
will throw. higher than he who attempts to throw 
over a shrub, Herc is our 8TA:'iD1rnu--it speaks 
for us. It points to the pursuits of our life. Om· mot 
to is-" Eeee quam v.ide1·i malo," But while we 
shall 1:tl ways appear as we are, we shall never be 
content with common acquirements, or the laurels 
that may wreathe the brows 'of other men. With 
the benediction of Heaven, we shall be an honor to 
our alma mater, a blessing to the State and a 
benefit to mankind. 
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