
.'J:ajor Sanders M. Ingram 

Sanders N. Ingram was the son of Hugh Montgomery Ingram and 

his wife Elizabeth Ingram, both of Richmong County,N.C. He was born 

some five miles West of the present to'Wn. of Ellerbe. His grandfather 

was the noted Captain Edwin Ingram who served in the Revolution and 

the War of 1812. Edwin Ingram was the son of John Ingram who came 

from Northhampton County,N.C. and originally from Isle of Wight 

County,Virginia. Edwin Ingram married Nancy Hontgomery daughter 

of Captain Hugh :Montgomery of Salisbury,N.C. 

Sanders ll. Ingram attended the local schools and Wake Forest 

College. After graduating he went to Bolivar, Tenn. to teach • \•Jhile 

there the 1exican •nar broke out and he volunteered , joining the 

1st Tennessee Czvzl~y u...~der Captain J.LT.Sneed and Captain W.N . Porter • 
• 

He furnished. r.,;,,s m·m horse mid served in the capacity of a Private . 

At the end of a years service and the ter~ination of the War , he 

returned to Tennessee temporrrily. He refused to apply for a land 

grant in Texas as te did not li~e the country or think it worthwhile 

applying for as he ,,a~ entitled. 

Soon thereafter he returned to Richmond County and taught 

school in Rockir.z~:c.!:l :.n. what later became the W.T.Covington sto:ee, 

which is still s·.:;c. .. ding, South of the Confederate 'Monument. He also 

studied la,, anc. ~:eca.me quite a popular speaker. 

vlhen the State sedeeded from the Union in 1861 Ingram joined 

Co. E of tho 33 th N.C. ~egiment under Captrin Olmvor H. Dockery and 

Col. 'J.H.Hoke. He was -.;lected a Lieut ':!nant and "_Tpr.rently served as 

as such until he resigned to serve in the State Legislature to which 

he had been elected by the residents of the County . His daughter , 

~rs George Smith of S~ar has a commission issued to hi;n as l• .. ajor 
dated 29 ugust 1861, 51st Rgt.2nd Division 14th .rigadeo 
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1-:ajor fngram 's record in the Legislature has not been found 

al though he apparently ,-lI'ote his life and experiences in numerous 
articles and a diary or story entitled "Rough i:otes of Rough 
adventures". Only one newspaper issue of it has been found • .l.n it 
he mentions a meeting and the cpnversation and observations on 
General Robert E. Lee whom he met in Weldon, when Lee was coming 
from Charleston.s.c. to Richmond, where he shortly toolc over the 
command of the Confederate Armies. 

Eajor 1 ngro..m was a popular speaker at Confederate reillliona 
and school exercises in the area. He practiced law and farmed 
for many years in nichmond County. 

l•:ajor lngr&m finally retired from active life and went to live 
with his daughter Nellie Mrs John T. Jenkins in Star, :r-:ontgomcry 
County around 1900 and he died and was buried in the Methodist 
Church Cemetery,just back of the church building. 

The small marble stone bears the following inscription; 

11 In loving memory of 
Major Sanders Ingram 

Born '•ay 3, 1819 

Doed Dec. 27,1905 

Aged 86 y 7 mo 24 d 

-------
( on one side) 

Soldier in 

·exican and 

Civil ·wc:1.r. 

Sanders Ingram drew a ·~exican Pension No. 11,780 

Cl2.00 per month and one from the State of North Carolina 

~~38 per year. 

Compiled by Jeffrey F. Stanback 
November 25, 1957. 



WAKE FOREST 
UNIVERSITY 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Bob Mills, Director, Alumni Activities 

FROM: John R. Woodard, Archivist 

March 12, 1985 

SUBJECT: Sanders Meredith Ingram's Wake Forest years 

According to our first alumni catalogue (1892), Sanders .Meredith 
Ingram attended Wake Forest Institute, 1834/35. He was a 
Ph1lomathesian from Richmond County, N. C. Later, he was a planter, 
a member of the General Assembly of N. C., a soldier in the Mexican 
War and the Civil War. 

His article, "Manual Labor Days at Wake Forest College" (Wake 
Forest STUDENT, Vol. 13) recorded that he was the 34th student to 
register in the first class . Another article by Ingram, "Old Times 
at Wake Forest", mentions his return to Wake Forest Institute in 
April, 1838. He and another classmate "had lost three years from 
school and were four years behind our comrades who remained at school." 

The catalogue for 1839/40 lists Ingram as a freshman. Dr. Samuel 
Wait's notebook records that S. M. Ingram paid $10., Nov. 18, 1841 
for board and left Dec. 5, 1841. 

It could be said that Ingram was a member of the first class 
enrolled at Wake Forest Institute in 1834, but despite his corning 
back to school in 1838, I do not believe that he received a degree. 
We have a Personal Collection of his papers here in the library that 
I showed to Mr. James Jenkins along with his father and grandmother 
some weeks ago. According to G. W. Paschal, the first graduating 
class was 1839. It had four members and S. M. Ingram was not among 
the four. 
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RUSSELL HOSIERY MILLS INCORPORATED 

Star, North Carolina 

Mr. Bob Mills 
Alumni Office 
Wake Forest University 
Reynalda Station 

March 4, 1985 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27109 

Dear Bob: 

I received a call this past weekend from Mr. Ingram Jenkins of 
Biscoe, North Carolina. His son, James Hamilton Jenkins, is 
finishing Wake Forest in the Class of 1985. 

Mr. Jenkins informed me that he had been doing some research in 
family history and had discovered that his great grandfather and 
the great great grandfather of Jinnny was Sam Sanders M. Ingram 
who finished Wake Forest in the first graduating class of 1835. 

This seems to me to be a very significant situation. Apparently 
they awarded some sort of degree after the first year and we have 
a great great grandson finishing in the class 150 years later. 

I expect to see you at the tournament in Atlanta this week and 
can discuss this further. 

Sincerely, 

(rl~ 
EAC:mh 
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