
Rev. T emoleton Celebrates 
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t Hope~ell n111versar 
On January 22, 19-±4, Hop gan to build a new churc"h 

well Baptist Church of David- with all members helpin6 Lhc 
so:: issue,f'ii"cmt to the Rev. new sanctuary was erected and 
R. R. Temrileton to be pastor paid for. In 1958 a fellowship 
of the church. For his first building was co:1structed, and 
sermon he used the latter part in 1962 the congregation pur-
of Genesis 24:27, which reads, cha'i'ed a parsonage. In the 
"I be,ng in the way''. There summer of 1964, a playground 
were 27 persons in the congre- area was cleared for recrea-
gation to hear his first ser;mon tional activities. Both the young 
On January 117, the third Sun- people and adults enjoy the 
day of this month, Mr. Temple- soft-ball game SI held each 
ton celebrated his 21st an- summer. 
niversary as minister of Hop - Said one member of 'Hope-
well Baptist Church. Six of the well, "We are thankful for the 
original ?:7, which ,heard 1his ministry of Rev. TeII11pleton 
first message, w e r e present during these 21 years . He has J 
in the congregation Sunday. led us in the spirit of Christ, 

When Mr. Templeton came and because of hi,m we feel we 
to Hopewell, tJhere were six are b e t t e r servants of our 
deacons. AH of these first of- Lord." 
ficers have departed. Some have 
moved to o th er areas . But 
eight deacons now serve the 
church. 

During his ministry at Hope-
well, Mr. Templeton has per-
formed the wedding ceremony 
for 54 couples. The first wed-
ding vows he heard were from 
:.Wiss Illa Poston and Edgar 
Black at the home of Mr. 'D . 
D. Covington in Davidson. The 
first couple married in the 
church by Mr. T eimrpleton were 
Miss Evelyn Templeton and 
E:mer Howard. 

The youngest chHdren in the 
church membership when Mr. \ 
Templeton •began ,his ministry 
were Brenda Karriker and Mell-
vin Nance. They were eight and i 
a half months old. The first 
children to be born into tlhe 
congregation during_ his service 
at Hopewell were Tony Kenner-
ly, Leonard Nance and Elaine 
Wo:>ds. Late in November, Mr. 
Templeton was officiating min-
ister when Elaine was married. \ 

When Mr. Templeton began 
his work at Hopewell there 
were fifty members on the 
church roll. During his 21 
years' se·rvice, he ·has baptised 
240 and has seen the church 
membership grow to 342. Many I 
of the church's members have 
died during the past twenty 
years, and Mr. Templeton has 1 

officiated at funera:l rites for I 
almost 35 of the Hopewell 
flock. 
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NAME: Templeton, R. R. 

DATA: photograph 

SOURCE: Hopewell Baptist Church (Davidson, N. C.). (A Centennial history, 

1879-1979) (286. l 75676/H77) 
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NAME: Templeton, R. R. 

DATA: Photograph 

SOURCE: Mecklenburg Baptist Association minutes, 1951, p. 7 
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