
Church 
Anniversary 

The West Hill Street First Baptis1 Church wul celeb1 a e the 15th Anniversary of their pastor, the Reverend Raymond A. Morris, Sunday, March 24, at 3 p.m. Rev. Midgett, Pastor 01 Uie Burning Bush Holiness Church of Faison, will be the guest speaker. Rev. Morris has served 43 years in Greene County as teacher, principal, and was former School Coordinator upon his retirement last year. The amiable minister is a native of Jamesville and graduated from Elizabeth Ctiy State College with a B. S. degree and later received the MA Degree in Administration and supervision of Elementary and secondary schools from New York University. He is also pastor of Union Baptist Church in Tarboro. The affair
1 sponsored by the deacons ano trustees, urges the community and sister churches to join in this celebration. 
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West Ilill Street Baptist Church 
Celebrating 108th Anniversary 

The West Hill Street Baptist T_~?mas Parker . in. the mid· 
Church, Warsaw, will be 18th century will be guest 
celebrating its 108th An- s~aker!j. . niversary July 21 through July _It_ was 1mmed1ately after the 
25. Current ministers of the Civ~l War that group ?f 
churches founded bv the Rev. dedica~ed _men, with r~trmn - • on theu- bps and pass10n m 

their hearts bound together 
and founded the present 
church. The church, born of a 
need of the time, brought 
together on July 28, 1887, men 
like the Rev. Thomas Parker, 
Ned Dixon, Bill Shaw, James 
Jeff Johnson, J:SUI tc·a1son, and 
a few others whose names are 
lost in time to organize the 
Bear Swamp Baptist Church, 
which later became known as 
First Baptist Church. 

The first site of the church 
was about three miles east of 
Bowdens, however no building 
was ever erected there. The 
iresent site was donated to the 
Bear Swamp congregation in 
January, 1871, by W. E . 
Pierce, C. H. Pierce and 
Thomas Pierce as recorded in 

, Book No. 27, page 83, on July 
17, 1882, in the Duplin County 
court house. 

The erection of this church 
was the second black church 

established in the area --
Kenansville First Baptist 
being the first. Prior to this 
time, the few blacks who were 
church members belonged to 
the white churches. Facts of 
historic value about the 
church will be presented each 
night of the celebration. 

The Rev. J. T. Robinson, 
pastor of the Magnolia First 
Baptist, its choir and 
congregation, will lead off the 
celebration on Monday night, 
July 21. The Rev . C. W 
Wright, and the First Baptist 
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of Kenansville and Mt. Giiead 
Baptist will join in Tuesday 
night July 22. Wednesday 
night July 23, will feature the 
Rev. J.M. Grimes and the Six 
Runs Baptist church and 
congregation. Thursday night 
the Rev. Robert Lowe, a son of 
the First Bat,itist Church in 
Warsaw will render service 
and Friday night speaker will 
be the current pastor of the 
church, the Rev. Raymond A. 
Morris. 

The public is cordially in-
vited. 
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pastor, the Rev .• ;tsuster· 
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NAACP Honors West Hill St. 
Baptist-Church 

A Warsaw church received na-
tional political national honors a t 
the 88th National NAACP Con-
vention held the week of July 11 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. West 
Hill Street First Ba tist Church 
was among several churches in 
the nation to receive the Church 
M-Pac Award . 

The honor came as a result of 
the month-long Black History pro-

. grams and exhibits sponsored by 
Soissette Nixon who chaired the 
effort. 

Several hundred exhibits were 
displayed at West Hill Street Bap-
tist church during the month of 
F\;bruary. 

IT'he plaque, p eseuted before-a. 
thousand delegates was inscribed 
as follows: 

"Presented to the pastor and 
members of West Hill Street First 
Baptist Church, Warsaw, NC, in 
appreciation of your contribution 

to Political Action Programs, hav-
ing formed a pact in cooperation 
with the local NACCP and Leader-
ship in your community to impact 
against the evils of racism and to 
improve the social equality of all 
A mericans. Issued the 11th day of 
July 1995 in Minneapolis, Minn. " 

The M-Pac Award to churches 
was presented in a luncheon meet-
ing with several Duplin County 
delega tes in attendance . 

The plaque was presented to 
chairperson Soissette Nixon on 
behalf of the membership at regu-
lar church services held on Sun-
day. July 23, in Warsaw. 

In addition to theM-PacAward , 
DupitrrCuunty Branch of N'AACP 
received the Thalheimer Award, 
Qutam Buster Award . a Youth 
Award and Bill Cosby Award as 
well as three individual awards. 
The delegation traveled by charter 
bus to the convention. 
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Area Churches Uniting for Famine Relief 

Warsaw West Hill St. Baptist 
Church Supports Ethiopia Aid 

by Jo Cameron Jones 
Staff Writer 

"Feed my sheep," Christ told his 
disciples. • 

God's children in Ethiopia are 
dying of starvation. Marie Dixon 
of West Hill Street First Baptist 
Church in Warsaw is helping 
organize relief for these famine-
stricken Africans. 

"A grassroots organization has 
come together to aid the relief 
effort in Ethio.:,ia." said Dixon. 

"Churches are now working to-
gether to aid Ethiopia. Our next 
meeting will be held on Thursday, 
July 27. at First Baptist Church 

in Warsaw. 
"We ask the Warsaw commu-

nity and surrounding communi-
ties to help in our relief efforts." 

Dixon has contacted a number 
of local churches and asked each 
to raise $300 for this humanitar-
ian cause. 

"I know we have suffering rtght 
here at home, but the suffertng in 
Ethiopia may affect as many as 
eight million people," Dixon told 
her Christian brethren. 

She also pointed out that many 
churches already do mission work 
in Africa, but the famine in Ethio-
pia is so widespread and 
devastating that it must be ad-
dressed as a special Chrtstian 
concern. 

Churches Working Together to 
Aid Ethiopia (CWTTAE) is accept-
ing contrtbutions for famine re-
lief. Their goal is to raise $10,000 
for famine relief by August 1. 

·we ask that those who come to 
the July 27 meeting be prepared 
to contrtbute to this worthy cause," 
said Dixon. "If you cannot attend 
our meeting, we ask you to mail in 
your contrtbutions." 

Checks may be made payable to 
CWTTAE cf o Marie Best Dixon, 
1592 Lanefielti'Road, Warsaw NC 
28398 or to Centura Bank 
CWTTAE, Acct. # 1200006639, 
205 Sou th Main Street, 
Kenansville NC 28349. 

About the Famine 
Ethiopia, located on the east 

coast of Afrtca, has one of the 
oldest governments on that conti-
nent. 

ns people are both Chrtstian 
and Moslem. During the last sev-
eral decades, the country has suf-
fered terrtble losses due to civil 
war. 

Drought struck in 1984-85, 
when one million people perished 
in that famine. 

This famine promises to be even 
worse. 

"You have watched 1V and seen 
the terrtble images of people starv-
ing to death," said Dixon. 

"Tileir bodies are only skin and 
bones, their eyes are hollow. and 
their faces reflect no hope. 

"We can tum off the 1V, net 
read the newspapers, butifweare 
concerned in any way about our 
fellow human beings, these im-
ages will haunt us." 

Eyewitnesses to the famine have 
said, "Conditions in Ethiopia are 
very, very grim. We have never 
encountered anything like this. 
So many fresh graves, a night-
mare, terrtble to see. So many 
dying children ." 

Dixon said, "Please don't just 
cross over to the other side: be a 
Good Samaritan. 

"Maybe God has allowed us, as 
he did Joseph of old, to be in this 
land of plenty for such a time as 
this. 

"If we have been blessed, we 
have to be a blessing to someone 
else. When much is given, much 
is expected. 

"Tilat's why I pray everyone who 
reads this appeal will respond and 
help our starving brothers and 
sisters to survive. We must feed 
Jesus' pitiful starving sheep." 



~'rst Baptist---
presence with singing." 

The singers are made up of choir 
members from the following 
churches: West Hill Street First 

THE WARSAW COMMUNITY MALE CHORUS will perform for 
Christmas in Warsaw at 4: 15 p. m. at the Lee Ed Brown, Jr., home 
at 419 East Hill Street, on Sunday, December 5. This group of 
twelve men from various churches has been giving benefit 
performances since it was formed in 1996. Shown here are four 
of the members: (Seated, L-R) Chorus President Herbert Smith 
and Donald Herring. (Standing) Henry Bouyer and Reginald 
Melvin. 

Continued from Page -7 
Baptist, St. Stephen A.M.E. Zion, 
Prayer of Faith, Faison Memonal 
Presbyterian, Salem Chapel FWB, 
Hines Chapel FWB. St. Jude 
Church of Christ and Wilson 
Chapel Baptist. 

Pianists accompanying this 
group are Mrs. H. B. Austin, 
Marcia B. Watkins. and 
Jacqueline Drayton. 

"We welcome any motivated 
community singer. male or female, 
who desires to become involved." 
said Faison. Call 293-7205 for 
further information. 

And come listen to the 
Inspirational Choir, the Warsaw 
Community Male Chorus and the 
Warsaw Community Singers at 
2:00 p. m., 4:15 p. m. and 5:15 p. 
m. during Christmas m Warsaw 
on Sunday, December 5. 

·-
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First Baptist C urch Singers to Open Christmas in Warsaw 
10( by Jo Cameron Jones 

d' / Staff Writer 
Bright, vibrant voices raised in 

son14 at l_Vest Hill Street First Bap-
tist Chun;Jiwil! open the second 
afinual Christmas in Warsaw cel-
ebration sponsored by Beautifi-
cation of Warsaw (BOW) mem-
bers. Their joyous perfom1ance 
will run from 2:00 to 2:30 p. m. on 
Sunday, December 5. 

The singers are members of the 
Inspiralionals Choir of West Hill 
Street First Baptist Church, and 
ofThe Community Singers, made 
up of singers from several area 
churches. 

The beautiful old historic church 
will be the scene of the first event 
in this year's five and one half 
hours of walking. touring, sing-
ing, listening and plain out cel-
ebrating of the holiday season. 

The pul5lic will be welcomed to 
Christmas in Warsaw at 3:00 p. 
m. by BOW President Barbara 
Thompson Edwards trom \he bal-
cony of the LP. Best House/Vet-
erans Museum located at l 19East 
Hill Street. 

Alan Brown will perform a solo 
at that time. 
• Regularwalking/listening tours 

will begin at 3: 15 p. m. 
Visitors will hear James Kenan 

High School Band perform, versa-
tile Jim Aycock at U1e piano, the 
Methodist Hand Bell Choir. the 
Harmony Belles and a number of 
other sparkling performers. 

House tours ($10 per ticket) of 
six East Hill Street residences will 
run from 2-6 p. m. • 

The evening will close with a 
7:00 p. m. Vesper Service at War-
saw Presbyterian Church, followed 
by a 7:30 p. m. Open House at the 
Best House, withmusicperformed 
by Amanda Sharron, flutist, and 
Ron Stenquest, saxophonist. 

History of First Baptist 
Church 

West Hill Street 
Historic First Baptist Church of 

West Hill Streetis 130years old. It 
has a long and distinguished his-
tory. 

The church was organized and 
established in 1867 by freed 
slaves, two years after U1e Civil 
War. through the efforts of Rev. 
Thomas Parker. Ned Dixon, Bill 
Shaw, James Jeff Faison, Bill 
Faison and sev ral others. These 
men organized the Bear Swamp 
Baptist Church which later be-
came the West Hill Street First 
Baptist Church, the name it bears 
today. 

The original site for the new 
church was ab it threemilescast 
ofBowdcns; however, no bu!ldlng 
was erected at that site. 

The present sile was donated lo 
the Bear Swamp congregation In 
January 1871 by W. E. Pierce and 
Thomas Pierce. 

Tree branches and brush were 
used for shade ,md the benches 
were made of mill scraps. It was 
not until 1882 that a building was 
erected 

ln l g2 l, l eioo square feet were 
added to the original structure. ln 
1945 the church was brick ve-
neered and in 1947 new windows 
were installed. Further improve-
ments included a new education 
building, covered pews and a re-
furbished pastor's study and 
restrooms 

'l he West Hill treet l· irst Bap-
tist Church congregation and ils 
choirs are eager to welcome the 
public to their 2:00 p. m. Christ-
mas service in song that will begin 
this year's celebration of Christ-
mas in Warsaw. 

Warsaw Community Male 
Chorus 

A special treat for Christmas in 
Warsaw will be provided at 4: 15 p. 
m. when The Warsaw Community 
Male Chorus performs al the Lee 
Ed Brown, Jr. home at 419 East 
Hill Street. 

The Warsaw Community Male 
Chorus was formed in the sum-
mer of 1993. Herbert Smith, along 
with several other men in the com-
munity, decided lo come together 
and sing for a Men's Day Service 
at St. Stephens AME Zion Church 
in June, 1993. 

Men from l lines Chapel, Ml Zion 
and other churches joined St 
Stephens men and took part in 
the singing lo help make the ser-
vice a success. The men decided 
they wanted to keep the chorus 
together, so they began rehears-
ing and invited other men to join 
them. 

In August, 1994, the Warsaw 
Community Male Chorus officially 
became a gospel male chorus and 
celebrated their Hrst anniversary. 
The anniversary celebration was 
held at Hines Chapel FWB Church. 

For the past six years, the men 
have been traveling and singing 
the gospel approximately five times 
a month. The group sings for choir 
anniversaries. concerts, Men's 
Day services, revivals, Senior Citi-
zen banquets and other benefit 
functions. 

The group sings each first Sun-
day at the Sunrise Nursing Home 
in Warsaw at 6:30 p. m . 

The Warsaw Community Male 
Chorus currently has twelve mem-
bers, and Herbert Smith serves as 
president. The Chorus looks for-
ward lo sharing their gifts with all 
the public al Christmas in War-
saw events. 

The Warsaw Community 
Singers 

Another special gospel group, 
the Warsaw Community Singers, 
\viii entertain at Christmas in 
Warsaw at ·5: 15 p. m. at the 
Charles and Susan Greenhill 
home at 304 East Hill Street. They 
will also be part of the 2:00 p.m. 
West Hill Street First Baptist 
Church songfest. 

The Warsaw Community Sing-
ers were organized in December of 
1998. "Motivated by a need to 
fellowship," says its coordinator, 
Sadie E. Faison, "this group per-
formed at several community func-
tions prior toils formal organiza-
Uon. 

''The group fosters a passage 
from Psalms 100: 'Serve the Lord 
with gladness; come before His 

WEST HILL STREET FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN WARSAW is a historical treasure. Founded by freed slaves in 1867, shortly after the Civil War, it was first called Bear Swamp Baptist Church and located three miles east of Bowdens. The present building was erected in 1882 after members had worshiped for years using tree branches and brush for shade with benches made of mill scraps. Chr tmas in Warsaw will begin at this historic church with a song service from 2:00 to 2:30 p. m. on Sunday, December 5. (Photo Jo C. Jones) 
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