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KING, ELD:R THOM~.S CUR1IS-b, JaNURY 7,1861-d. AUGUST 27,1934-
sged: 73 Years-7 Months-20 Days

BIRTH AND BACKGROUND- YANCZXY,COUNTY,N.C.

I. THOMAS CURTIS KING, was born January 7,1861, in Yancey,County,

North Carolina. He was the son of Samuel King and his wife .

He was liges’sed to the ministry in the year 1884 and ordained to the
ministry in 1885 by the Elkshole (Elk Shoal?) Baptist Church in Yancey

County, N.C. He studied at Judson College in Hendersonville,N.C., and
Fair View Baptist Institute in Buncombe, County, N.C. He died at the
home of his son Jack W. King, on 64Y Mitchell Avenue, in West Asheville
on Monday, August 27,1934, His age was 73 years, 7 months and 20 days.

. EARLIEST PASTORATES

2. His earliest pastorates were Burnsville in Yancey County and

Morgan Hill, Homing and Fair View in Buncombe County. Elder John

Ammons in his "History of French Broad Association and Mars Hill College"
1807-1907, reports at pages 71 and 754 " T.C. King came into the

French Broad Association from Yancey County and has been with us about

two years(between 1885 and &4 1894). He is pastor at Laurel Branck,
Madison Seminary, and Gabriel's Creek (all located in Madison County
and in proximity to Mars Hill College). He is a man of considerable

culture and is a good preacher. The work in his churchHes is in a pros-

perous condition. He is well suited to pastoral work." " T.C. King
is pastor of several country churches, preaching to each once a month.

He is an able and suscesful preacher and is much loved by his people.”

e P.STORATES IN BUNCOMBE ASSOCIATION

The historianés report by Rev. W.T, Bradley, in the August 13-15,
1895, in the Buncombe County Associations minutes includes the follOw-
ing item: "' Brother T.C. King has moved from Yancey County into gur
bounds and is preaching for Morgan Hill Church'". Page 10. The 1896
Buncombe County Minptes at page 31, notes that the following brethren
made comments on a given subject under diiscussion: the Clerk, A.I.
Justice, E.,J. Morgan and T.C. King.'" 1In 1897, the Funcombe County
minutes record that the report on "Foreign Missions" was given by Leb.

KING." Fages 1€,17. In 1297, the historian! ' :

notes that"T.C. King has been cal.ed - Lol 113 ek
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KING, ELDER THOMAS CUXTIS --~b. J/NU4RY 7,1861-d. AUGUST 27,1934~

In 1898, the historian's report records at gage 17, "T.C. KING has
been called as pastor to Cane Creek and Berea Churches." W.T. Bradley,

Historian. In 1898, page 2, "T.C. King was elected Clerk of the Buncombqg
Baptist Association.'" The Buncombe Minutes in 1499, record that T.C.

King made the report on '"Educatiom'". The 1899 minutes at page 20,
record: "T.C. KING, Pastor ,of Berea Church, has been preaching as a

Missionary at Cooper's Statiom ( Now The First Baptist Church at Swang's-

noa with some 1,200 members). In 1900 T.C. King 35 still serving as ClerH

of the Buncombe Baptist Association. He also preached the Introductory

Sermon fom the text in Luke 19:10. Minutes page 3.
n

The minutes of 0l1ld Salem Church (now Fletcher First Baptist Church)

in Book No.II. at pages 58 and 69, record that "T.C. King served as
pastor of SaYem Chrarch (Fletcher First Baptist) from January 21,1899,

to October 21,1900." (.Salem.church was constituted in Buncpmbe County,

Novemberl?, 1838~ From Minutes)*.

MINISTER OF CHURCHES IN,CAROLINA ASSOCIATION-HENDERSON CO.,
L. The-name of the Reveremd THOMAS CURTIS KING, appears &n the minutes

of the Carolina Baptist Association during the years 1915-1918. His

address is given as Sgluda, N.C. in 1915, XKUXM¥XASKEBKEXTXSYMIELLCLRX -~
X2x#y and £ixEXXY as Horse Shoe, N.C., in 1916; finally as Henderson-

. es
ville,N.C. in 1918. He served as pastor of the following church with
1

the dates as given:

" Saludg Baptist Churcheeceecesceecceseeccses 1915

A
. HOI‘SQ Shoe Baptist ChurCh. ® @8 ¢80 0 e e e 3 1915—1916
.  Tuxedo Baptist ChUICH..eeeeeeeeeneenenens .1915-1917

FrenCh Broad Baptist ChU.I'Ch. « e 0000000000 01915"1916
Mud Creek Baptist Churcheececececseeseaans . 1917~

Salem Baptist Church (Fletcher First)... 1899-1900

( Aé given above in Buncombe Co. ‘ssociation Report)*
G. T.C. ¥ing was pastor of the Mills River Paptict Church from

=g QW
)

October 18, 1890, until Novembher _ 1890, according to the records
of Mills River Baptist Church,.

FORKS OF IVY BAPTIST CHURCH-MADISON,CO.7.C.

rFastors- 1843%-1972.. p > 58
2« Rev. - ",C. King washgasggr from Sept. 1925 to July 19c7. ¥Minutes*
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KING, ELD¥EK THOMAS CURTIS-b. JANUARY 7,1861--d. “UGUST 27,1934-~

sd 3
1. On Thursdayi November 7,1974, Harpl& L, Vlnsog\made a Journey to

Clarksville, Georgia and EliJjay, Georgia in search of cemetery '"Markers"
of Baptist Ministers. Some two miles out of Clarksville, at the Cemetery

of Bethlehem Baptist Church we copied the following markers of the
Thomas Curtis King family:

A. Reverend Thomas C. King-b. January 7,1861-d. August 27,1934~ /G/
B. Martha Louilse (King)ib, February 18,1858-d. February 7,1937-

C. Mary Etta (King) Daughter of Rev. T.C. and Lartha L. King-
born: October 18,188%--d. April 18,1912~
The grave stone is a "monolith" not too expensive but very impressive.
The letter "“G" is carved on his grave marker denoting that he wasf a

member of the Masonic Order.
***********************************%*******************

I. Elder Thomas Curtis King was active in the Habersham County Baptist
Assoclation Clarksville,Georgia for a period of five years-1927-1932.
This includes from the sixth through the eleventh sessions.

l. Wede Oct.5,1927, he conducted the devotional from II. Cox. 4:7f.

He among others spoke to the following reports: The Georgia Baptist
Hospital,Ministerial Support, and Christian Literature.,

:;*Tﬂ'!ﬂﬁ;sessrhﬂ“bfwctt:TzﬂrE7I9ZBT'WEIEnfﬁEﬁTﬁHTﬂfTHEMHt. Ziomr Baptist
—€hurcir,-forrersviite;@xi o page—2&y-he gavethe-recommendztion of the-
Executive Committee as follows:

" To send out Rev. T.C. King as Association worker with the endors-

ment of the Associatiog. We recommend the cooperation of the churches
and the pastors with no financial obligation on the part of the

Association or the churches except that a free will offering be

allowed for Brother King at the close of any serwvice or services

he may hold. On motion carried. Agreed to meet once a month during

the ensuing year.," T.C. KING, Chairman

M.E. FREE, Cjerk- Page 138

3. Athe ninth annual session,Aug.c2,1930, convened with the AMY'S CREEK
Baptist Church, Rev. T.C. Burrell eas Mogerator,Ernest J. Kimsey,Clerk.
The report on Benevolences on page 11, was signed by T.C. King and T.C.
Burrell.
L, The tenth annual session convened with the Bethlehem Baptist Church,
August 21,1931, T.C. King submitted the report on Officers for the R.Y.l.l
on page 5, and the Report On Foreign lissions =t page 8. King's addres:
is given as Clarksville, Ga.
5. At the eleventh annual session of Habersham County Baptist Association
August 21,1932, at page 12, Rev., T.C. King is listed among the Orgained
Ministers and living at Clarksville,Ga.




-

KING, ELDER THOMAS CURTIS -b. JANUARY 7,1861-d. AUGUST 27,1934
Age: 73 yrs. 7 mos. 20 Days-

Funeral services for the Rev. Thomas Curtis King,aged 73 years,
old, retired Baptist Ministerg whose death occurred yesterday morning
( Mon. Aug. 27,1934) at the home of his son, Jack W. King,64 Mitchell
Avenue, will be conducted at the residence at 9:30 O'clock this morning.

The Rev. James A. Ivey, pastor od the West Asheville Baptist Church
will officiate assisted by the Rev. J.B, Grice,pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church, the Rev. E. Gibson Davis, pastor of First Baptist Church, and
Dr. Millard A. Jenkins of Abilene, Texas.

Interment will be in a Clarksville, Georgia, Cemetery, at 3:30

Otclock this afternoon. The Rev. Mr. Ivey and the Fev. Wayne W. Williams,

pastor of Oteen Baptist Church will have charge of the rites at the
grave,., Fell beamers will be the Kev. Mr. Grice,the Rev, Mr. Davis,the

Rev. Mr., Williams, #Ad Rev. W.H. Fitzgerald, the Rev. Stephen J. Morgan,
and the Rev. Claude K. Turner, i
The Reverend Mr. King served in pastorates in Western North Carolina
and North Georgia for 52 years. He was a native of Yancey County, N.C.,
and retired from the ministry two years ago, because of his ill health.
He taught a Bible Class at West Abheville Baptist Church and was
one of the Deacons of that church.

Surviving are his widow, Mrs, Martha L. King, seven sons: James R.
King, of Los Angeles, California, Carl King of Lookout, Kentucky, and
B.L. King of Macoen County, J.O. King, Thomas N. King, and Jack W, King,
of Asheville, N.C., Two daughters: Mrs, F.J. Barry, and Mrs, W.T.
Gastley, of Clarksville, Georgia, and two brothers: W.A. King of Jones-
boro, Tennessee, and M.A. King of North Carolina.

His death certificate, recorded in the office of the Register of
Deeds in Buncombe County, N.C.,is no.493, His physician was H.G. Brookshkas
shire, M.D., of Asheville,N.,C., His son Jack W, King was the Informant.
The cause of his death is listed as hypertension and acute nephritis.
He is listed as a Baptist Minister. His widow is Mrs, Martha L. King.
His age is 73 years, 7 months and 20 days. The place of his death was
thef residence of his son, Jack W. King, 64 Mitchell Street, Asheville.

His father is listed as Samuel King. His mother's name unknown., The

hour of his death was 3:45 A.M. Aug. 27,1934. Funeral Director was
Dunn- Groce, Company of Asheville,N.C.
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Sources Of Informztion On His I4ife ‘nd Iabors-

1.

a.

9.

YLDWE TEQMAS CUNPIS~ b, JANUAKRY 7,1861-4. AUGUST 27,1934

Baptist Ministerial Directory'-George W. Lasher, Published in 1899 }
By: Oxford News Company, Oxford, Ohio-Page 417-(821 pp.f

"History Of Frenmch Broad Baptist Association & Mars Hill College™
By: Elder John Ammons- (1807-1907/) Pages 71,75. -Broughton,Rale

Standard Certificate Of Death- Vital Statistics, Buncombe, County,N.C
Certificate No. 1132~ Bffice of The iegister Of Deeds-Certificate No,
493~ Filed fugust 27,1934~ M, McFee, kegistrar-

Buncombe County Baptist issociation Minutes- 1895-1900.

Carolina Baptist 4ssociational Minutes, 1899,1900; 1915-1917.
On Files In Fruitland Baptist Bible Institute- (R.P.Hfamby's Copies)*

Rall Cf Pastors- Forks Of Ivy Baptist Church, Madison Co.N.C.
1843--1972, Compiled by: Richard Sams Dillingham-

Mills River Baptist Church- By; “adie Smathers Patton-Dates:¥rom
February 21,1835 to November 1,1969- ( Oct.18,1890-Nov.__ 1890)

Sesquicentennial- Hominy Raptist Church (1812-1962) Candler,N.C.

By; Rev, M.,D. Smith ( T.C. King- 1897-Bunc. Co. 4ss'm. Min.p.24)
Roll of Pastors: In Smith's Histdry- Page 35.

Macon County Baptist Association Minutes- (Circa 1928-1930 ?)

10. Habersham County Baptist Aissociation Minutes, Habersham,C9Ga.

Oct. 5,1927 (Seventh Annuai tession) To ifugust 21,1932 (Eleventh
Annual Session). Rev. Thomas Curtis King is active here during

this period.

11. The *sheville Citizen- Tuesday- August 28,1934- Page 8. (Obituary)*

¥2. Grave "Markers' Cemetery Of Bethlehem Baptist Church, Clarksville,

Georgia. Copied: by: Robedt P, Hamby & Harry L. Vinson, November
7y 1974~
A. Rev, Thomas C. King-b. Jan.?7,1861-d. Aug.27,1934~

B. Martha Louise (King) b. Feb.18,1858-d. Feb. 7,1937-

C. Martha Etta (King) Daughter: Of Rev. T,C. & Martha L.King
b, October 18,1883-d. April 18,1912-
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KING, THOMAS C., Fair View, N. C.--Born, Yancey Co., N. C.;
Stud. Jud. C., N. C.; Lic. 1884, Ord. '85, Elkshole Ch.,

N. C.; P. Burnsville, Morgan Hill, Candler, Fairview.
BAPTIST MINISTERIAL DIRECTORY, Page 417

Geo. W. Lasher, Ed.

Note: According to Rev. Robert P. Hamby, Thomas Curtis King
was born: Jan. 7, 1861 and died August 27, 1934.



REV. THOMAS C. KING

Funeral rites for Rev. Thomas C. King, 73, who died Monday at
the home of his son, J. W. King, 64 Mitchell Avenue, West Asheville,
were held at the home yesterday morning at 9 o'clock.

The services were conducted by the Rev. James A. Ivey, pastor
of the West Asheville Baptist Church, the Rev. E. Gibson Davis,
pastor of the First Baptist Church, the Rev. J. B. Grice, pastor
of Calvary Baptist Church and Dr. Millard A. Jenkins of Abilene,
Texas.

Pallbearers were: Mr. Grice, Mr. Davis, the Rev. Wayne W.
Williams, Baptist chaplain, at Oteen, the Rev. W. H. Fitzgerald,
pastor of Biltmore Baptist Church, the Rev. Stephen J. Morgan,
pastor of West End Baptist Church, and the Rev. Claude K. Turner,
pastor of the North AsheVille Baptist Church.

Following the services the body was taken to Clarksville, Ga.
in the hearse of Dunn-Groce, undertakers, for burial there at 3:30
yesterday afternoon. Mr. Ivey and Mr. ‘Williams officiated at the
services dt the grave.

Mr. King had served the Baptist ministry 52 years before he
retired two years ago and moved to Asheville.

He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Martha L. King; seven sons,
James R. King of Los Angeles, Calif., Carl King of Wharton, W. Va.,
J. Frank King of Lookout, Ky., R. L. King of Manco, Ky., and J. Q.,
Thomnias N., and Jack King of Asheville; two daughters, Mrs. F. J.
Barry, and Mrs. W. T. Gastley of Clarksville, Ga., and two brothers,
W. A. King of Jonesboro, Tennessee., and M. A. King of North

Carolina.

ASHEVILLE CITIZEN, Wednesday, August 29, 1934, p. 2



HISTORY OF WATAUGA BAPTIST CHURCH, FRANKLIN, N. C., 1886-1986 (286.175698/H62)

r “

Picture
Not Available
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ELDER THOMAS CURTIS KING
1908-1910

Thomas Curtis King was born in Yancey County, North Carolina
January 7, 1861 and died August 27, 1934. He was licensed to preach in
1884 and ordained by the Elk Shoal Baptist Church in 1885 in Yancey
County.

Mr. King studied at Judson College in Hendersonville, North
Carolina, and Fairview Baptist Institute in Bumcombe County, N.C.
His pastorate work was done in Western North Carolina and North
Georgia for 52 years.

-34-



. . "T. C. King came into the French Broad Association from Yancey,
and has been with us about two years. He is pastor at Laurel
Branch, Madison Seminary, and Gabriel's Creek churches; he is
a man of considerable culture, and is a good preacher; the work
in his churches is in a prosperous condition; he is well suited

to the pastoral work."

HISTORY OF FRENCH BROAD ASSOCIATION
BY: John Ammons

Page: 71-72



follows
uncle’s

footsteps @

Martin Luther
King Jr.'s nephew
overcomes shadow

By JAMES BASS f
Associated Press i

FAIRMONT — Growing up a relative
of one of the most reveréd men in Ameri-
can history was not easy for the new pas-
tor at First Baptist Church. And replac-
ing the church’s former pastor, a re-
spected religious and political leader in
Robeson County, was another challenge.

But the Rev. Vernon Christopher King,
the nephew of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., has been deterred by neither. King is
nephew of the renowned civil rights lead-
er who was gunned down on April 4,
1968. He replaced Dr. Joy Johnson ds
pastor of First Baptist Church in June.
Johnson died in December. ,

“He is a blessing,” says Hilda Hub-
bard, a lifelong member of the church.
“He’s young. He's energetic, and he
brings an openness that we adore. I be-
lieve Dr. Johnson would have approved
of our choice.”

King is happy with the approval he’s
received from his congregation. Being
accepted for who he is is something the
Atlanta native has always wanted.

“When you follow in the footsteps of
any famous person, there is a lot of pres-
sure,” said King, 37.

“I was thinking about writing a book
called ‘In the Shadows of a Dream’ about
my experiences. There’s admiration, but
there’s also jealousy too. It’s unfair be-
cause people prejudge you without first
getting to know you.”

King was 8 years old when his uncle
was assassinated. He has few personal
memories of his uncle. Most of what he
knows was learned through his family
and what he has read.

i “Once someone walked up to me and
: \%ne, so I hit him back,” King said.

Associated Press

PASTOR IN FAIRMONT: The Rev. Vernon Christopher King stands outside the First

Baptist Church in Fairmont. King, the nephew of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., replaced
the late Dr. Joy Johnston as pastor in June and is happy with the approval he has

received from the congregation.

“People said, ‘Your uncle wouldn’t do
that’ and I would say ‘I'm not my
uncle.’”

Although Vernon King’s life took a dif-
ferent turn than his uncle’s, he studied
religion at Morehouse College in Atlanta,
as did his uncle. He and his uncle both
served in administrative ‘positions at
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta.

Vernon King makes about eight ap-
pearances a year at Martin Luther King
Jr. celebrations. He has several cousins

who work with him through the Martin
Luther King Jr. Center in Atlanta. But he
says his real joy comes from his minis-

“My dream is to do my part in creating
what my uncle called a beloved com-
munity, to e it the best that it can be.
I try to f that vision. I try to keep
people on the high road and have peace
as much as possible. You could say I
want to develop a holistic Christian com-

please see KING\/Q/
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munity that is praise-oriented and
more inclusive in worship.”

He hopes to do more work with
youths.

“l would like to be a teacher,
perhaps on the college level,” he
said. “I like working with youth.
One thing I am interested in is
working with the juvenile system
and teaching the nonviolent phi-
losophy of Dr. King. I always try
to get across to young people that
they have the opportunity to be
even greater than Dr. King and
morg productive in society.”

Like his uncle, who fought dis-
crimination by peaceful demon-
strations, King deplores violence.

“Violence is a cancer of the ’90s.
It’s on the increase,’_’ King said. “It

is alarming and scary. The youth
of today don’t feel that they fit
into society. That’s why they cre-
ated rap music. They created their
own communication. A lot of them
feel they aren’t loved. They have
to know they are wanted and ap-
preciated.

“I try to get youth to listen to
the substance of rap. If it’s de-
meaning to women or promoting
violence, you don’t need it. That
whole lifestyle amazes me, how
they think they can be a celebrity
and a gangster at the same time. I
mean, in the videos — the cars
and the jewelry — they don’t own
it. It’s just props in a video. We
have to look at the real picture.”

King is also a singer, having re-

cently completed six contempo-
rary and traditional gospel songs
for an album to be released soon.

“Ive been singing since I've
been preaching. I really like doing
contemporary renditions of classic
songs,” he said. “It's something
that God gave me the talent to do,
but I put more emphasis on the
word.”

King says he, his wife, Robin
Scott, and their 9-month-old
daughter, Victoria Chelsea, have
been embraced by the community.

“Fairmont is a closely knit com-
munity. And even with its small
population, there is a lot of diver-
sity here,” said King. “I’'m grate-
ful to be with a good church fam-
ily that has been very supportive
of me and my family.”
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Huge shoes to fill

Young nephew of Martin Luther King Jr.
takes over church from community leader

By JAMES BASS
The Lumberton Robesonian

FAIRMONT (AP) — Growing
up a relative of one of the most
revered men in American history
was not easy for the new pastor
at First Baptist Church. And
replacing the church’s former
pastor, a ‘respected religious and
political leader in Robeson Coun-
ty, was another challenge.

But the Rev. Vernon Christo-
pher King, the nephew of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., has been
deterred by neither. King is
nephew of the renowned civil
rights leader who was gunned
down on April 4, 1968. He
replaced Dr. Joy Johnson as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in
June. Johnson died in December.

“He is a blessing,” says Hilda
Hubbard, a lifelong member of
the church. “He’s young. He’s
energetic, and he brings an open-
ness that we adore. I believe Dr.
Johnson would have approved of
our choice.”

King is happy with the

approval he’s received from. his -

congregation. Being accepted for
who he is is something the
A;lanta native has always want-
ed.

“When you follow in the foot-
steps of any famous person, there
is a lot of pressure,” said King, 37.

“I was thinking about writing a
book called ‘In the Shadows of a
Dream’ about my experiences.
There’s admiration, but there’s
also jealousy too. It’s unfair
because people prejudge you
without first getting to know
you.”

King was 8 years old‘wy'en‘his

uncle. Most of what he knows
was learned through his family
and what he has read.

“Once someone walked up to
me and slapped me, so I hit him
back,” said King. “People said,
“Your uncle wouldn't do that,” and
I would say ‘I’m not my uncle.”

Although Vernon King’s life
took a different turn than his
uncle’s, he studied religion at
Morehouse College in Atlanta, as
did his uncle. He and his uncle
both served in administrative
positions at Ebenezer Baptist
Church in Atlanta.

Vernon King makes about
eight appearances a year at Mar-
tin Luther-KingiJr, celebrations.
He has several cousins who work
with him through the Martin
Luther King Jr. Center in
Atlanta. But he says his real joy
comes from his ministry.

“My dream is to do my part in
creating what my uncle called a
beloved community, to make it
the best that it can be. I try to ful-
fill that vision. I try to keep peo-
ple on the high road and have
peace as much as possible. You
could say I want to develop a
holistic Christian community
that is praise-orient!d and more
inclusive in worship.

He hopes to do more work with
youths.

“T would like to be a teacher,
perhaps on the collegg level,” he
said. “I like working With youth.
One thing I am intergsted in is
working with the juvenile sys-
tem and teaching thé non-vio-
lent philosophy of Dr. King. I
always try to get across to young
people that they have the oppor-
tunity to be even greater than

Like his uncle, who fought dis-
crimination by peaceful demon-
strations, King deplores violence.

“Violence is a cancer of the ‘90s.
It’s on the increase,” said King.
“It is alarming and scary. The
youth of today don’t feel that they
fit into society. That’s why they
created rap music. They created
their own communication. A lot of
them feel they aren’t loved. They
have to know they are wanted
and appreciated.

“I try to get youth to listen to
the substance of rap. If it’s
demeaning to women or promot-
ing violence, you don’t need it.
That whole life-style amazes me,
how they think they can be a
celebrity and a gangster at the
same time. I mean, in the videos
— the cars and the jewelry —
they don’t own it. It’s just props
in a video. We have to look at the
real picture.”

King is also a singer, having
recently completed six contempo-
rary and traditional gospel songs
for an album to be released soon.

“I've been singing since I've
been preaching. I really like
doing contemporary renditions of
classic songs,” he said. “It’s some-
thing that God gave me the tal-
ent to do, but I put more empha-
sis on the word.”

King says he, his wife, Robin
Scott, and their 9-month-old
daughter, Victoria Chelsea, have
been embraced by the communi-
ty.

“Fairmont is a closely knit com-
munity. And even with its small
population, there is a lot of diver-
sity here,” said King. “I'm grate-
ful to be with a good church fam-
ily that has been very supportive

nf mma and my Famils?

The Rev. Vernon Christopher King stands outside the First Bantict Chur
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v. Vernon Christopher King stands outside the ﬁm Baptist Church in Fainmont. King is m
ofDr Martin Luther King Jr. i " ;
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