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KIN G, ELlt~J~ 'l'IlOM,-...S CUH'l' I S - b. J f,.i·i U tl~ Y 7 ,1861 - d . AUGUST 27 , 1934-
Age d : 73 Year s - 7 Fon ths - 20 Days 

BI RTH A...T'-ID BACKGROUND- YANCZ'l , COUNTY, N .C. 

I . THOMAS CUHTI S KI NG, was born J anuar y 7 , 1861, in Yanc ey,Coun ty, 

Nor t h Carol i na . He was th e s on of Samuel King and his wife -------
He was lioed sed to the mi nis t ry i n the year 1884 an d orda i ned to the 
mini s try in 1885 by t h e Elk~hole ( Elk Shoa l?) Ba pt i s t Church in Yancey 
County , N. C. He studied a t J udson College in Hender s onville, •.c., and 
Fair Vi ew Bapt i s t I nst itute i n Bunc ombe, County, N.C. He d i ed a t t he 
h ome of his son Jack W. King , on 64y Mitchell Avenue, in West Asheville 
on Monda y , Augus t 27,1934. His age was 73 years, 7 months and 20 days. 

l. EARLIEST PASTORATES 

2. Hms earlies t pastora tes were Burnsville in Yancey County and 

Morgan Hill, Mominf and Fair View in Buncombe County. Elder J ohn 

. 

Ammons in his 11 Hi s tory of French Broad Association and Mars Hill College" 

1807-1907, reports a t paees 71 and 75-; 11 T.C. King came into the 
French ~r oad Ass ociation from Yancey County and has been with us about 
t wo years(between 1885 an d k/..Jj 1894). He is pastor at Laurel Branch, 
Madison Seminary, and Gabriel's Creek (all located in Madison County 
and in proximit~_to Ma rs Hill College). He is a man of considerable 

culture and i s a good preacher. 'I'he work in his churctte s is in a pros -

perous condition. He is well suited to pastoral work.'' 11 T.C. King 
i s -·pastor of s everal country churches, preaching to each once a month. 

He i s an able a n d suscesful preacher and is much l oved by hi s people." 

3. PP.STORATES I N BUNCOMBE ASSOCIATION 

The hist orian~s re por t by Rev. W. T. Br adley, in th e August 13-15 , 
1895 , in t he Bunc ombe County As s oc i at i ons minutes includes the f ollOw-
ing item: " ' Bro th er T. C. Kin g ha s mov ed from Yanc ey Coun t y into 0 ur 
boun ds and i s pr e :3. ching for r',or gan Hill Church 11 • Pag e 1 0 . 'rhe 1896 
Buncomb e Coun t y Min ~t es a t page 31 , no t s that t he f oll owi ng bre thren 
ma de c omment s on a giv en s ub j ec t under di scussi on: t he Clerk t A. I . 
,Jus tice , ~. J. t-~ organ an d 'l' . C. King . 11 I 1897, th e Eunc ombe County 
minut es record tha t the report on 11 For1=dgn Mi s s ions " was given by Le11.. 

t , .... I -1 . ~] 1 t , \•' 

ndtes th·:t"'r.:; . 1<.ing has beun ca. .. _l.'.( 1 ,:_: 
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KING , ELDE'r: THOtv'.i\S CU !.-('l' I ;-; - - b. J ·.NU·J~Y 7 , 186 1-d . AUGUST 27 , 1934-

I n 1898 , th e hi t orian's r e port rec or ds at i:lage 17 , "'I' . C. KI .N G has 
been ca lled a s pa s tor to Can e Cre ek and Berea Churches." W.T. Bradley, 
Historian. I n 1898 , page 2 , 11T. C. King was elect ed Clerk of t he Buncomb 
Baptis t /\. ssoc i a t j on." The Bunc ornbe Minutes in l b99, record that T. C. 

Kin~ ma de t he report on " Education". 'r he 1899 minutes a t p8 ge 20, 
r ecord: 11 T . C. KING, Pastor ,of Berea Church, has been preaching as a 
Mi s sionary at Cooper's Station ( Now The First Ba ptist Church a t Swan,f(ff-
noa with some 1,200 members). In 1900 T .C. King ;s s t .t.11 serving a s Cler 
of the Buncombe Baptist Associa tion. He also pr ea ched the Introductory 

~ Sermon foN the text in Luke 19:10. Minutes page 3. 
f\ 

The minutes of Old Salem Church (now Fletcher First Bapt ist Churc h 

in Book No.II. at pages 58 and 69 , record that 11 'J.1 .C. King served as 
pastor of S~ i e'm C~n~ch~(Fletcher First Baptist) from January 21,1899, 
to October 21,1900. 11 C .£a1.l~!ll.Cla\l.rch v,as constituted i ll Buncp:mbe County, 

Novemb~rl?, 1838- From Minutes)*. 

MINISTER OF CHURCHES IN• CAROLINA _•\SSOCIATION-HENDERSON CO., 

4. The·name of the Reverend THOMAS CURTIS KING, appears dm the minut ett 
of thre Carolina Baptist Association during the years 1915-1918. His 

address is given as Sf,luda, N .c .. in 1~15, XnKXXen.!~~UlUlt<l~¼XUX 
Iith and !XJUI-XXX as Horse Shoe, N. C., in 1916; finally as Henderson-

es 
ville,N.C. in 1918. He served as pastor of the following church with 
the dates as given: 

A. Salud~ Baptis t Church •••••••••.•••••.••• 1915 

B. Hors e Shoe Baptist Church •••.••••......•• 1915-1916 

C. Tuxedo Baptis t Church •••••••••.••.•......• 1915-1917 

D. French Broa d Baptist Church •••••••.••..•.• 1915-1916 

E. Mud Cr eek Ba ptist Church ••••..•..•.......• 1917-

F . Sal em Baptist Churc h ( Fl e t c h er F i r s t ) ... 1999-1900 
( A~ gi ven ab ove i n Bunc omb e Co. Ass oc i a tion Report)* 

G. T.C. Kinr was pas tor of th e Mills ~iver Papt i ~t Chur ch f r om 

October 18, 1890, until November _ 1890 , a cc or ding t o t he rec ord ~ 
of Mills River Baptist Churc h . 

FORKS OF IVY B. .PTI. T cm .CH-MADI SOF d~~ 
JJast or s - 18l~3- l C}7 2 . 5. f(e v . · L' . C. King was past6r frorr; 0 ep t . lC,2:j to July 1927 . Yinutes* 
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KD~3 , ELDl~ T;,OM,~S CU~ 'I' I S- b . J t',NUt,RY 7 , 1861- - d . \ UG UST 27 , 1934--
A·r1.J j 

On Thur s da y\ Nov ember 7 , 1974 , Ha r r/ y L. Vin sor\ ma de a j our ne y t o 
Cl arksville , Ge or gia and El i j ay, Georgi a i n searc h of c emetery "Markers" 
of Ba pt is t Minis t ers . Som e t wo mile s ou t of Cl a rksvill e , a t the Ce me te r y 

of Be thlehem Bapt is t Churc h we copied th e fo l l owing ma r kers of th e 
Thomas Cur t is King f am ily: 

A. Reverend 'I'h omas C. Kin g -b. J ;:i nuary 7 , 1861-d . Augus t 27 ,1 934 - / G/ 
; 

B. Martha Louis e ( King ) b. Februar y 18 ,1858-d. February 7,1 937-

c. Mary Ett a ( King ) Daughter of Rev. T.C. and La rtha L. King-
b0rn: Octob er 18 ,1883--d . April 18,1912-

The grave ston e is a "monolith" n ot too expensive but very impre s sive. 
The letter " G" is carved on his grave marker denoting tha t he wa s i a 
member of the Ma sonic Or der. 

**** *** * * * *** ****** * * * * ********** * **** * * * ** ***** * ******* . 
I. Elder Thomas Curtis King was active in the Habersham County Baptis t 
Association Clarksville,Georgia for a period of five years-1927-1932 . 
This includes from the sixth through the eleventh sessions~ 
1. Wed. Oct.5,1927, he conducted the devotional from II. Co~. 4:7f. 

He among others spoke to the following reports: The Georgia Baptist 
Hospital,Ministerial Support, and Christian Literature. 

'C . ~T ,'T"2~c, Wff'r'at mee-w!th'"' tfi e"'Mt'". Ziorr apt.i s t 
___ _,,.._hurrn;-·Turtrersvtt~a •. , on page ·2tt,--h-e ~ · gave--th e-r ee-ommen·cnrrt"brr or- t Ire 

Executive Committee as follows: 
11 To send out Rev. 'r.c. King as Association worker with the endors-
men t of the Association. We recommend the cooperation of the churches 
and the pastors with no financial obligation on the part of the 

____ A_ssociation or the churches except that a free will offering be 
allowed for Brother King at the close of any service or services 
he may hold. On motion carried. Agreed to meet once a month during 
the ensuing year." T.C. KING, Chairman 

M. E. FREE, C1erk- Page 18 
3. Athe ninth annua l session, Aug. 22,1930, convened with the PJ'i:Y1 S CREEK 
Baptist Church , Rev. T .G. Burr ell eas Monera tor, Ernest J. Kimsey ,c lerit. 
The report on Benevolences on page 11, was signed by T.C. King and T.C. 
Burrell. 
4. The t enth ann ua l s ession c onvened wi th t he Be t hl ehem Bapt i st Ch ur ch , 
Augus t 21, 1931 . T. C. Kin g submi t t ed the r eport on Off i cers f or the B. Y. f . l! 
on page 5 , and the Report On Fore i gn ~ i ssions 2t paee 8 . King ' s addres s 
i s g iven as Clarksvi l l e , Ga ~ 
5. At th e eleventh annual sess ion of Habersham County Bapt i st Assoc i a ticn 
August 21 , 1932, at page 12 , Rev . T. C. King is listed am ong th e Orgained 
Minist er s and living at Clarksville , Ga . 
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KING ELDER 'rHOMAS CUH'rIS b . JANUATIY 7,1861-d . F1.UGUST 27 1193 l+ 
Age : 73 yr s . 7 mos. 20 Days 

Funeral s er vic es f or the Hev. Thomas Curt i s King , aged 73 years, 
old, retired Baptis t Mi nis t er i whose dea t h oc curred yesterday morning 
( Mon. Aug . 27 , 1934 ) a t the home of his son , J ack W. King , 64 Mitchell 
Avenue, will be c onduc t ed at t he r esidenc e at 9 : 30 0 1 cl oc k t his morn i ng. 

The Rev. J a me s A. Ivey, pas tor of t he West Ashevil l e Baptis t Churc h 
will of ficia t e ass i s ted by th e Rev. J. B. Grice , pa stor of Calvary Baptist 
Chur ch, t he Rev. E. Gibs on Davis , pa s tor of Fi r st Bapt is t Church, and 
Dr . Mi llard A. J enkins of Abilene , Texas. 

I n t er ment will he in a Cl arksvil le, Ge or gia ,. Ceme tery, a. t 3: 30 
O'clock t his af ternoon. The Rev. Mr. Ivey an d the Rev. Wayne W. Williams, 
pas tor of Ot een Baptist Church will have char ge of the rites at t he 
gr ave . f ell beaaBrs wil l be the Rev. 1r. Gric e ,the Rev. Mr. Davis ,the 
Rev. Mr. Wi l l iams , iii Rev. W. H. Fit zgera l d , t he Rev. Ste phen J. Morgan , 
and the Rev. Claude K. Turner. 

The Reverend Mr. King served in pastora t es i n Western North Carolina 
and North Georgi a for 52 years. He was a na t i ve of Yancey County, N.C., 
and retired fr om the ministry two years ago, becaus e of hi s ill health . 

He taught a Bible Clas s at West A~heville Ba p t is t Church and was 
one of tbe Deacons of that church. 

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Martha L. King , seven s ons: James R. 
King, of Los Angeles, California, Carl King of Lookout, Kentucky, and 
B~L. King of Macon County, J.O. King , Thomas N. King , and J ack w. King , 
of Asheville, N.C. Two daughters: Mrs. F.J. Barry, and Mrs. N.T. 
Gastley, of Clarksville, Georgia, and two brothers: W.A. King of Jones-
boro, Tennessee, and M. A. King of N_orth Carolina. 

His dea th certific a t e , r ecorded in the offic e of the Regi s t er of 
Deeds in Buncombe County, N.C.,is no.493. Hi s phys ician was ILG. Brooksl<t~l" 
shire, M.D., of Asheville,N.C. His son Jack W. King was the Informant. 
The cause of hi s death i s listed as hyperten s ion and acute n ephritis. 
He i s lis t ed as a Baptis t Minist er. Hi s widow i s Mrs. Martha L. King . 
Hi s age is 73 ye ar s, 7 months and 20 days . The pl ac e of hi s dea th was 
th ei r esidence of hi s s on , J ack W. King , 64 Mi tche l l St r eet, ~s hevill e . 

Hi s f a ther i s lis t ed as Samuel King . Hi s mother ' s name unknown. The 
h our of h i s dea th wa s 3:45 A. M. ug . 27 tl934. ~uner a l 0irec t or was 
Dunn- Gr oce , Company of Ashevi l le, N. C. 
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I. Sourc es Of I:i f orma tion On Hi s L i fe 11d. :;-,,h ,r·2-

1. Baptist ~~ i n is t er -i a 1 Direct ory" - Ge orge W. Lash er ,. Publis hed i n 1899 
By : Oxf or d News Company, Ox for d , Ohio-Page 417-( 821 pp . 

2 . " History 0 ~ French Br oa d Baptis t Ass oc i a t ion & t1ar s Hill ·Colleg~ 
By : El de r John Ammons- ( 1807-1907i) Pages 71, 75 . - Broughton, ~a l · 

3 . S t andard Cert ifica t e Of , Dea t h- Vita l St a tis tics , Bunc ombe , Count» ,N. C1 

Certific a t e l o . 1 132- Bffice of The Re gi s ter Of De eds - Certif ic a te i o. 
493 - Fi l ed Augus t 27 , 1934- M. McFee , k egi s trar-

4. Buncombe County Bapt i s t Ass oc i a t ion Minut es - 1895-1900. 

5 . Carolina Baptis t Associa tiona l r i nutes, 1899,1900; 1915-1917. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 

9. 
1 o. 

On Files In Fruitl and Ba ptist Bib l e Institute- (R. P .H~amby's Copies )• 
' 

Rnll Cf Pa s tors- f orks Of Ivy Bapt i s t Church, Madison Co. N.C. 
1843--1972 , Compiled by: Richard Sams Dillingham-

~ills River Baptist Church- By; Sadi e Sma ther s Patton-Da tes: From 
February 21,1835 to ~:: ovember 1,1969- ( Oct. 18 ,1890-Nov._1e90) 
Sesquicentennial- Hominy Baptist Church (181 2-1962) Candler,N.C. 
By; Rev. M.D. Smith ( T. C. King- 1897-Bunc. Co. Ass'n. Min.p.24) 
~oll of Pastors: In Smith's His tory- Page 3 5 . 
Macon County Baptis t Association Minutes- (Circa 1928-1930 ?) 

Habersham County Ba ptist ~ss oc ia tion ~ inutes, Habersham,C~Ga. 
Oct. 5,1927 (Seventh Annual Cess ion) To ~ugust 21,1932 (Eleventh 
Annual Ses~~on). Rev. Thomas Cur tis King i s act!ve here during 
this period. 

11. The t shevil le Citizen- Tues day- Augus t 2~,1934- Page 8. (Obituary)• 

r2. Gra ve "Markers" Cemetery Of Bethlehe m Baptis t Church , Clarksville, 
Georgia. Copied: by: Rob erl t P . Hamby & Harry L. Vinson, November 
7, 1974-

A. Rev. Thoma s C. King-b. J an .7,1861-d. Aug .27,1934-

B. Mar tha Louise (King ) b. F' eb .18 ,1858-d. Feb. 7,1937-
c. Mar tha Ett a ( King ) Da ught er: Of 1ev . T.C. & Martha L. King 

b. Oc t oaer 18 , 1883 - d . April 18 , 1912-

http:Min.p.24


KING, THOMAS c., Fair View, N. c.--Born, Yancey Co., N. C.; 

Stud. Jud. C., N. C.; Lie. 1884, Ord. '85, Elkshole Ch., 

N. C.; P. Burnsville, Morgan Hill, Candler, Fairview. 

BAPTIST MINISTERIAL DIRECTORY, Page 417 

Geo. w. Lasher, Ed. 

Note: According to Rev. Robert P. Hamby, Thomas Curtis King 
was born: Jan. 7, 1861 and died August 27, 1934. 

·. 



REV. THOMAS C. KING 

Funeral rites for Rev. Thomas C. King, 73, who died Monday at 
the home of his son, J. W. King, 64 Mitchell Avenue, West Asheville, 
were held at the home yesterday morning at 9 o'clock. 

The services were conduct~d by the Rev. James A. Ivey, pastor 
of the West Asheville Baptist Church, the Rev. E. Gibson Davis, 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, the Rev. J.B. Grice, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church and Dr. Millard A. Jenkins of Abilene, 
Texas. 

Pallbearers were: Mr. Grice, Mr. Davis, the Rev. Wayne W. 
Williams, Baptist chaplain, at Oteen, the Rev. W. H. Fitzgerald, 
pastor of Biltmore Baptist Church, the Rev. Stephen J. Morgan, 
pastor of West End Baptist Church, and the Rev. Claude K. Turner, 
pastor of the North Asheville Baptist Church. 

Follqwing the services the body was taken to Clarksville, Ga. 
in the hearse of Dunn-Groce, undertakers, for burial there at 3:30 
yesterday afternoon. Mr. Ivey and Mr. 4Williams officiated at the 
services at the grave. 

Mr. King had served the Baptist ministry 52 years before he 
retired two years ago and moved to Asheville. 

He is surviveq by his widow, Mrs. Martha L. King; seven sons, 
James R. King of Los Angeles, Calif., Carl King of Wharton, W. Va., 
J. Frank King of Lookout, Ky., R. L. King of Manco, Ky., and J. Q., 
Thomas N., and Jack King of Asheville; two daughters, Mrs. F. J. 
Barry, and Mrs. W. T. Gastley of Clarksville, Ga., and two brothers, 
W. A. King o f Jonesboro, Tennessee., and M.A. King of North 
Carolina. 

ASHEVILLE CITIZEN, Wednesday, August 29, 1934, p. 2 



HISTORY OF WATAUGA BAPTIST CHURCH , FRANKLIN, N. C., 1886-1 986 (286.175698/H62) 

Picture 
Not Available 

~----

ELDER THOMAS CURTIS KING 

1908-1910 
. 

Thomas Curtis King was born in Yancey County, North Carolina 
January 7, 1861 and died August 27, 1934. He was licensed to preach in 
1884 and ordained by the Elk Shoal Baptist Church in 1885 in Yancey 
County. 

Mr. King studied at Judson College in Hendersonville, North 
Carolina, and Fairview Baptist Institute in Bumcombe County, N.C. 
His pastorate work was done in Western North Carolina and North 
Georgia for 52 years. 

-34-
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. "T. C. King came into the French Broad Association from Yancey, 

and has been with us about two years. He is pastor at Laurel 

Branch, Madison Seminary, and Gabriel's Creek churches; he is 

a man of considerable culture, and is a good preacher; the work 

in his churches is in a prosperous condition; he is well suited 

to the pastoral work." 

HISTORY OF FRENCH BROAD ASSOCIATION 

BY: John Armnons 

Page: 71-72 

·. 
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f P~tor 
follows 
uncle's 

,, 

~ .. otsteps 
Martin Luther 
King Jr.'s nephew 
overcomes shadow 
By JAMES BASS 
Associated Pr8$ 

FAIRMONT - Growing up a relative 
of one of the most revered men in Ameri-
can history was not easy for the new pas-
tor at First Baptist Church. And replac-
ing the church's former pastor, a re-
spected religious and political leader in 
Robeson County, was anotfier challenge. 

But the Rev. Vernon Christopher King, 
the nephew of Dr . Martin Luther King 
Jr., has been deterred by neither. King is 
nephew of the renowned civil rights lead-
er who was gunned down on April 4, 
1968. He replaced Dr. Joy Johnson its 
pastor of First Baptist Church in June. 
Johnson died in December. 

"He is a blessing," says Hilda Hub-
bard, a lifelong member of the church. 
"He's young. tie's energetic, and he 
brings an openness that we adore. I be-
lieve Dr. Johnson would have approved 
of our choice." 

King is happy with the approval he's 
received from his congregation. Being 
accepted for who he is is something the 
Atlanta native has always wanted. 

"When you follow in the footsteps of 
any famous person, there is a lot of pres-
sure," said King, 37. 

"I was thinking about writing a book 
called 'In the Shadows of a Dream' about 
my experiences. There's admiration, but 
there's also jealousy too. It's unfair be-
cause people prejudge you without first 
getting to know you." 

King was 8 years old when his uncle 
was askassinated. He has few personal 
memories of his uncle. Most of what he 
knows was learned through his family 
and what he has read. 

"Once someone walked up to me and 
pped me, so I hit him back," King said. 

Associated Press 
PASTOR IN FAIRMONT: The Rev. Vernon Christopher King stands outside the First 
Baptist Church in Fairmont. Krng, the nephew of Dr. Martin Cuttler King Jr., replaced 
the late Dr. Joy Johnston as pastor in June and is happy with the approval he has 
received from the congregation. 

"People said, 'Your uncle wouldn't do 
that,' and I would say 'I'm not my 
uncle.'" 

Although Vernon King's life took a dif-
ferent turn than his uncle's, he studied 
religion at Morehouse College in Atlanta, 
as did his uncle. He and his uncle both 
served in administrative positions at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. 

Vernon King makes about eight ap-
pearances a year at Martin Luther King 
Jr. celebrations. He has several cousins 

who work with him through the Martin 
Luther King J r . Center in Atlanta. But he 
says his real joy comes from his minis-
try. 

"My dream is to do my part in creating 
what my uncle called a beloved com-
munity, to IJl!lke it the best that it can be. 
I try to fulfill that vision. I try to keep 
people on the high road and have peace 
as much as possible. You could say I 
.want to develop a holistic Christian com-

please see Kl 
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KING FROM B1 

munity that is praise-oriented and 
more inclusive in worship." 

He hopes to do more work with 
youths. 

"I would like to be a teacher, 
perhaps on the college level," he 
said. "I like working with youth. 
One thing I am interested in is 
working with the juvenile system 
and teaching the nonviolent phi-
losophy of Dr. King. I always try 
to get across to young people that 
they have the opportunity to be 
even greater than Dr. King and 
mori; productive in society." 

Like his uncle, who fought dis-
crimination by peaceful demon-
strations, King deplores violence. 

"Violence is a cancer of the '90s. 
It's on the increase,•: King said. "It 

is alarming and scary. The youth 
of today don't feel that they fit 
into society. That's why they cre-
ated rap music. They created their 
own communication. A lot of them 
feel they aren't loved. They have 
to know they are wanted and ap-
preciated. 

"I try to get youth to listen to 
the substance of rap. If it's de-
meaning to wo111en or promoting 
violence, you don't need it. That 
whole lifestyle amazes me, how 
they think they can be a celebrity 
and a gangster at the same time. I 
mean, in the videos - the cars 
and the jewelry - they don't own 
it. It's just props in a video. We 
have to look at the real picture." 

King is also a singer, having re-

( 

cently completed six contempo-
rary and traditional gospel songs 
for an album to be released soon. 

"I've been singing since I've 
been preaching. I really like doing 
contemporary renditions of classic 
songs," he said. "It's something 
that God gave me the talent to do, 
but I put more emphasis on the 
word." 

King says he, his wife, Robin 
Scott , and their 9-month-old 
daughter, Victoria Chelsea, have 
been embraced by the community. 

"Fairmont is a closely knit com-
munity. And even with its small 
population, there is a lot of diver-
sity here," said King. "I'm grate-
ful to be with a good church fam-
ily that has been very supportive 
of me and my family." 
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· Huge shoes to fill 
Young nephew of Martin Luther King Jr. 

takes over church from community leader 
By JAMES BASS 

The Lumberton Robesonian 
FAIRMONT (AP) - Growing 

up a_relative of one of the most 
revered men in American history 
was not easy for the new pastor 
at First Baptist Church. And 
replacing the church's former 
pastor, a respected religious and 
political leader in Robeson Coun -
ty, was another challenge. 

But th e Rev. Vernon Christo-
pher King, the nephew of Dr. 
Martin Luth er King Jr., has been 
deterred by neit her. King is 
nephew of th e renowned civil 
rights leader who was gunned 
down on April 4, 1968. He 
replaced Dr. Joy Johnson as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in 
June. Johnson died in December. 

_ "He is a blessing," says Hilda 
Hubbard, a lifelong member of 
the church . "He's young. He's 
energetic, and he brings an open-
ness that we adore. I believe Dr. 
J ohnson would h ave approved of 
our choice." 

King is happy with the 
approval he's received from his · 
congregation. Being accepted for 
who he is is something the 
Atlanta native has always want-
ed. 

"When you follow in the foot-
steps of any famous person, there 
is a lot of pressure," said King, 37. 

"I was thinking about writing a 
book called 'In the Shadows of a 
Dream' about my experiences. 
There's admiration, but there's 
also jealousy too. It's unfair 
because people prejudge you 
without first getting to know 
you." 

King was 8 

un cle. Most of what he knows 
was learned through his family 
and what he has read. 

"Once someone walked up to 
me and slapped me, so I hit him 
back," said King. "People said, 
'Your uncle wouldn't do that,' and 
I would say 'I'm not my uncle." 

Although Vernon King's life 
took a different turn than his 
uncle's, he studied religion at 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, as 
did his uncle. He and his uncle 
both served in administrative 
positions at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta. 

Vernon King makes about 
eight appearances a year at Mar-
tin Luther .King Jr, celebrations. 
He has several -cousins who work 
with h im through the Mart in 
Luther King Jr. Center in 
Atlanta. But he says his real joy 
comes from his ministry. 

"My dream is to do my part in 
creating what my uncle called a 
beloved community, to make it 
the best that it can be. I try to ful-
fill that vision. I t ry to keep peo-
ple on the high road -and have 
peace as much as possible. You 
could say I want to gevelop a 
h olistic Christian community 
that is praise-oriented and more 
inclusive in worship." 

He hopes to do more work with 
youths. 

"I would like to be a t eacher, 
perhaps on the college level," h e 
said. "I like working with youth. 
One thing I am interested in is 
working with the juvenile sys-
tem and teachin g the non-vio-
lent philosophy of Dr. Kin g. I 
always try to get across to young 
people that they h ave the oppor-
tun ·t to be even greater than 

Like his uncle, who fought dis-
crimination by peaceful demon-
strations, King deplores violence. 

"Violence is a cancer of the '90s. 
It's on the increase," said King. 
"It is alarming and scary. The 
youth of today don't feel that they 
fit into society. That's why they 
created rap music. They created 
their own communication. A lot of 
them feel they aren't loved. They 
have to know they are wanted 
and appreciated. 

"I try to get youth to listen to 
the substance of rap. If it 's 
demeaning to women or promot-
ing violence, you don't need it. 
That whole life-style amazes me, 
how they think they can be a 
celebrity and a gangster at the 
same time. I mean, in the videos 
- the cars and the jewelry -
th ey don't own it. It's just props 
in a video. We have to look at the 
real pictur e." 

King is also a singer, h aving 
recently completed six contempo-
rary and tradit ional gospel songs 
for an album to be released soon.-

"I've been singing since I've 
been preaching. I really like 
doing contemporary renditions of 
classic songs," he said. "It's some-
thing that God gave me the tal-
ent to do, but I· put more empha-
sis on the word." 

King says he, his wife, Robin 
Scot t, and their 9-month-old 
daughter, Victoria Chelsea, have 
been embraced by the communi-
ty. 

"Fairmont is a closely knit com-
munity. And even with its small 
populat ion, there is a lot of diver-
sity here," said King. "I'm grate-
ful to be with a good church fam-
ily that has been very supportive 
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The Rev. Vernon Christopher King stands outside the First Baptist Church in Fainnont. King is the 
nephew of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. l f 
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