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Norman is new pagtor
atm(\;i\h.adbourn Baptist

By RICHARD SOLES

Robert “Rob” Norman, pastor at
Chadbourn Baptist Church since
June 1, has spent 11 years in the
foreign mission field as part of his
training for the ministry.

Norman spent three years in the
mission field in Uganda and eight
more in Greece.

“As you might guess, the
cultures are very different,” he
pointed out. “But whether I am a
pastor of a church or in the mission
field, my ministry is still the same:
build a personal relationship with
people through the Lord.”

Prior to taking the pastorship at
Chadbourn Baptist Church, the 43-
year-old Norman was pastor at East
Baptist Church of Gastonia from
1995 to 1998.

“The only prior experience I had

with Chadbour i When my family
and T have passeq gy ough on the
way 1o going to the beach,”
Norman, a westey Lincoln County
native, pointed gyt

Sl?‘ far, everythipy seems L0 be
l\:/eo;a;g.g out fine foy {he Normans,

“A[ [hiS poinl y n WC”
received and happ\;e{ vgebﬁ:re,” he
explained, “Thiso' a nice
community jp 8

congregation’s ;?Ze » ;b Osl:,itd, “To
me, success jg lOU(;h‘ b lives in a
positive way » g
Norman jg
Gardner-Webb
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2 Robert Norman

university) and 1981 graduate of
Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Wake Forest.

Norman and his wife Mickie
have two sons, Matthew, 22, and
Phillip, 20.
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The verse, "Twinkle, Twinkle,
Little Star," was written by two
English sisters Ann and Jane
Taylor in 1804.
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Chadbourn’s

By RICHARD SOLES 9 (4 ( i

Robert “Rob” Norman, pastor at
Chadbourn Baptist Church since June
1, has spent 11 years in the foreign
mission field as part of his training
for the ministry.

Norman spent three years in the
mission field in Uganda and eight
more in Greece.

“As you might guess, the cultures
are very different,” he pointed out.
“But whether I am a pastor of a
church or in the mission field, my
ministry is still the same: build a
personal relationship with people
through the Lord.”

Prior to taking the pastorship at
Chadbourn Baptist Church, the 43-
year-old Norman was pastor at East
Baptist Church of Gastonia from 1995
to 1998.

“The only prior experience I had
with Chadbourn is when my family
and I have passed through on the way

to going to the beach,” Norman, a
western Lincoln County native,

piniste

So fa, every-
thing seem to be
Working out fine
for the Noymans.
he saiq,

“Atihjs point
We've bgen well
receiveq and
happy tope here.” he explained. “This
isanice o4 mmuﬂity inwhichthe people
seem lajq pack and no one is in a big
hurry, ere’s something peaceful
about thy; "

He sajd his ministry has stayed on
thecourge pe’s always taken. “Ttdoesn’t
matter ghout the congregation’s size,”
he said, “To me, success is touching
lives in 3 posnive way.”

Norman is a 1976 graduate of
Gardner-Webb College (now uni-
versity) and 1981 graduate of South-
eastern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Wake Forest.

Norman and his wife Mickie have
two sons, Matthew, 22, and Phillip,
20. (PSS

Norman




Minister leaves
By Sally Kuh|

Gazette Lifestyle Reporter

GASTONIA — The Rev. Robert
Nor_mzm still considers himself 3
Y although he has

hereuhis biand
nt religion.

gunfire when
Members — 4
M war-torn

Nor does he retrace the steps the
Apostle Payl walked, as he giqg Whil
ministering in Greece, 3

But he nu;intains a missionary
mindset. It is a way of life he hopes
others will share.

“The challenge here in Gastonja is
to help people open up theijr minds
and see the needs around them ang
know that no matter Where they are,
they are missionaries,” the Rev.
Norman said.

The Lincolnton native, who spent 11
years as a missionary in Afriea and
Greece, has come home to minister.
He turned an 11-month furlough from
Greece into a reassignment to Gas-
tonia. “We just began to sense the
need to stay,” the Rev. Norman said.

He and his wife, Mickie, also a na-
tive of Lincolnton, have moved 21
times during their 21-year marriage,
He said they realized it was time to

Craig Bell/The Gazette

and Winding Roac

Missionfield to lead Gastonia church

“

E€\We felt Godgave us*our
children beforehe called us
to Uganda, and we felt our

ehildren were our Braf. . i

responsibility. 1y

The Revy, obert Normafh
Dvscussing his decjgjon to pursue a mission

outside of Africa

settle down With their two teen-age

sons
Matthew, 19 ; ent at
Gardner-Webb’ lyj 9 stlrl:“y’ where the
Rev. Normay tau';' cfor two semesters
during the famijjyrlough.” And
Phillip, 17, jg ") % to attend
Ashbrook Hjgp, Schpol this fall.
Alter 11 Years o iving in foreign
countries, the RQO 'orman said he
frequenlly is aska. pow he could
deprive his op; py keeping them

away from { tell “States for so
ong. e Unijted :

He said he ... explains that
his childrep h';‘:t'e"etg,,{kissed by a
giraffe, seep 4 lin o kil its prey, clim-
bed Mount Olymons and picked up
ancient Pottery 70 the sea floor
While snorke; the shores of
Greece. “ Wol"d:'t call that a dep-

rived life.”

His path to East Baptist church
began one Sunday evening when the
Rev. Norman preached for the con-
gregation while its pastor had to be
away.
©“lve never been €opli
loved like that anywhere,’

“The way the people at East re-
sponded, we just seemed to be drawn

here from that point on.” '
He replaces the Rev. Robert Wine-

who retired and now serves as

tct(l)eminterim pastor at First Baptist
Church in Belmont. . :

The Rev. Norman and his famlly_
are in the midst of ﬁnding_a home in
Gastonia-and shipping their belong-
ings overseas from Greece.

He marvels at the number of

‘churches here in Gastonia and re-

flects on the new challenges faced
with each new assignment.

In Africa, the Normans were among
36 missionaries living and working in
Uganda from 1984 te 1987. There,
survivors of the war-torn nation
craved a personal relationship with

God, the Rev. Norman said. Withiy

weeks of organizing a new church,
attendance at Sunday services grew to
100

“People would knock on the gate
and say, ‘Please come to a Bible study

Please see FAITH/20




