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Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Wake Forest.

Norman and his wife Mickie
have two sons, Matthew, 22, and
Phillip, 20. .-
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The verse, "Twinkle, Twinkle,

Little Star," was written by two
English sisters Ann and Jane
Taylor in 1804.
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The Rev. RObert Norman now I '.
- - eads East Baptist Church In Gastonia.

Minister leaves missionfield to lead Gastonia church
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Gazette Lifestyle Reporter

GASTONIA - The Rev. Robert
Norman still considers himself a
Christian missionary although he has

u,:ne. 0 . , d
of faith ISthe dOlllinant I'cligion,
Ch~~'c new pastor of East Baptist

.ch no longer dodges sniper's
gunfIre when he visits his church
!TIembers - as he did when he lived
111 war-torn Uganda.
Nor does he retrace the steps the

Apostlr, ~au~ wal'ked, as he did while
mll1lstenng 111 Greece.
~ut he m~intains a missionary

mindsot, It IS a way of life he hopes
others will share.
"The challenge here in Gastonia is

to help people Open up their minds
and see the needs around them and
know that no matter where they are
they are missionaries," the Hev. '
Norman said.
The Lincolnton native, who spent 11

years as a missionary in Africa and
Greece, has come home to minister.
He turned an It-month furlough from
Greece into a reassignment to Gas-
tonia. "We just began to sense the
need to stay," the Rev. Norman said.
He and his wife, Mickie, also a na-

tive of Lincolnton, have moved 21
times during their 21-year marriage.
He said they realized it was time to

"We felt God gave us our
children before he called us
to Uganda, and we felt our
hildren wore OUL hrst

responsibility. ,

rived life."
His path to East Baptist church

began one Sunday evening when the
Rev. Norman preached for the con-
gregation while its pastor had to be
away.

1'~L>'''',n
loved like that anywhere," lie said.
"The way the people at East re-
sponded, we just ~eeme~ to be drawn
here from that point 011. .
He replaces the Rev. Robert WlIle-

coff, who retired and I1?W serve? as
the interim pastor at FIrst Baptist
Church in Belmont. . .
The Rev. Norman and hIS family.

are in the midst of finding. a home 1I1

Gastonia and shipping their belong-
ings overseas from Greece.
He marvels at the number of

churches here in Gastonia and re-
flects on the new challenges faced
with each new assignment.
In Africa, the Normans were among

36 missionaries living and working in
Uganda from 1984 to 1987. There,
survivors of the war-torn nation
craved a personal relationship with
God, the Rev. Norman said. Within
'weeks of organizing a new church,
attendance at Sunday services grew to
100.
"People would knock on the gate

and say, 'Please come to a Bible study

The Rev. i=robertNorman,
DiSCUSsing his d '. to pursue a mission

ee's,on outside of Africa
~

settle down With tI 'r two teen-ageSons. lei

Matthew, 19, is. ludent at
Gardner-Webb Un~ Scrsity, where the
Hev. Norman ta IV for two semesters
d . tight I' "A dU~'II~gthe family" t1rIough. n
PhI! IIp, 17, is pIa ~1<1 to attend
Ashbrook Bioh S 1111°1'"this fall.

b Chao .
After 11 Years iving in fo~elgn

COuntries, the ReO: 1Norman said he
freql~ently is ask . 110whe c?uld
depl'Jve his child Qd1 bYkeepwg them
away from the D t~l d States for so
long. nile

Be said he p . t1Y~xplains that
his children ha~ttcl~en kissed by ~
gIraffe, seen a I·Q l\ill its prey, clim-
bed Mount OIYnIOI1sand picked up
ancient pottery lptJ 11the sea floor
while snorkelin frOkthe shores of
Greece. "I WOtll~'~'lcall that a dep-


