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THE WAY HE WAS: This photo of Randy Haney \ 
at a Wake Forest game hanflS ln the home o ice of Ron Wellman, 

h university's athletics director. 

Exuberant, faithful .fan of Wake Forest sports 
is relnembered as a 'special, ·pecial guy to us' 
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By Kim Underwood 
J1JUJ11 IAL REPOfll!JI 

O
il a visit to Wake for t Uni\cr It) 
a a high-school cnior, Tyson 

laho att ndrd a football game 
anti ·awRJnd Jlancv - ll1's lf-
proclaimrd Deacon Nut -
d •c cd Olli in Wakl' for st Uni-

vent} ntt1rc, ~porting d paint •d fact.> a1 d vort· 
in a he rhe reel on tl1e t am. 

I Ian • mad, quite an 1mpr Ion. 
"It' kind of hard not to notice him," Clabo 

said. "'I h, thing l reml•mber most ah ut th • 
,,.. holt 1rip wns Rand · tlan ing ~ ith lh ~ cheer-
lead r ." 

In 2000, lnbo bL1came a\ ak • rore t lrc h-
man. Tie play >d football for four .· ar , becom-
ing an \ll-J\CC ofrcnsiv lineman. I lane v1·a 
thC'Te a1 each home game, and, hcforc Lhe 
game, labo would go over, n hake Haney's 
hand. 

'i\fter . while, ·ou learn to appreciate a guy 
Ii e that," Clabo aid. "You wbh you had 10,000 
more like him in the iand on alUrda)." 

Clabo wa n1 hi home tn Knoxville, Tenn., 
\ hen he he:.ird that I Jancv, who had heen ill 
with lymphoma, died larch 28 at th• ag ol s~. 
I le climb •d into lw truck and drove four hour 
so th I he could go to the vi irntion at th· funer-
,11 home n l homa~vill , whcr' I ln11c l!ved. 

"Randy wns there the lir I liml' and last tim I 
ver pla.1ed," Clabo n\d. "ll st emed like lite 

thing for me 10 do\ 'a go .... He I ved \ ak for-
t, and v • I v •d him, 100." 
Ind 'ed p ople did. 
Athletics r itector Ron Wellman. r otball 

t oa h Jim Grohc. football players anti chcpr· 

J(MJR ~l HI '-!OTO 

AU TOGETHER: Han .y. who calle himselt 
the Deacon Nut, often celebrated with students 

on the quad at er a victory 

I ad r · wcr • among those who attended servic-
es for Hane '· And dozen ,md dozen or fans 
posted note nn Internet me age boa1d devot· 
C I lo l lan 'Y· 

I lane - who never at tt•nded Wake Fore ·t -
did mor • than ju t g to games. When the t am 
arri\i •d home late at night lrom an awa · game, 
he might be there to grre1 the bus. And he liked 
10 drop by pra ti e and th• DHice of p •ople a. -
soriatcd with athletic . 

"He was a spl'cta1, special guy to us," Well-

man aid. I Ianey'5 u[>port r rW k Forest wa 
uncond1ti nal. Wellmausrud. lfthe team hap-
pened Lo lo e, I lane} wa ure that it would win 
n~ t llme. 

"I think iL i wond rful to hav p •ople who 
give you thaL type or. 11pporr," he aid. 

(,robe mt>t lf.u1e\ when Ii topp •d by <l 
practice after 'r be lo k o, er as coach thre 
·ear., ago. 

"All our play ·rs ta1 ting shoming his name," 
Grob aid. ''He has b come a lLxtur wilh our 
kids." 

Al a later practice, Grobe noticed that 
I lancy's Wake for st h t \-\':.l a lit ti • th 'worse 
for wear o gave him new one, whit h a. n 
displa. t Lhc luneral. 

"W •'re all o orry lo lo e Randy," he said. "He 
affel:led rhc liv sofa lot of people in a positive 
w y.~ 

11.in•y tar t doutasafanof 01th arolina, 
where his brotl1cr, Jerry, went. .\bout 1988 or ·o, 
h and his\ •if • Joan, tarted attending Wake 
l·or • t garn . She , w il as a gradual hift in lo · 
airy. 

·1 Ii daughrrr, Apnl Mari follison, r •mem-
ber 1ha1 heh cam~ upset with Carolina for 
om re son. 

Ieehng mbrcedh the\ ·cForl'stcom-
m11ni1y had much lo do with hi devotion. Joan 
I taney said. "I low many ·chool. would let my 
husband get ns cJo,.;e to rho plavcrs as Wnk • for· 
est did?" 

··H felt like heclid noi hav to have a 1 ocket-
1111 of monc} orb , a big ho1," olli on said. 

The 1 laney. ought tickets ror all the ome 
See HANEY, Page E2 
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HANEY 
Continued From Page El 

football games aml sometimes 
. pl urged and went to an away 
game. They bu11ght tick(;!ts for 
home basketball game when 
Lhey couh.J afford rbcm. Some-
times, people g,I\' them tickets. 

Although coumle sWuke 
for l fan knew J lane ', few 
knew mur.h about hi personal 
life. 

H· ndall ·turphy Hane\ was 
born cpl. 10, 1946,ln High 
Point. H' graduated rrom lligb 
Point Central High chool und 
went to whot is nov. C.uilford 
Technical Community College 
for a while b1 lore joining the Air 
rorce. He met his wife wh n he 
was going to East Fors} th I ligh 
School, aml he was dalln~ u 
l'rleod of her . 

Joan I Taney was quite shy in 
tho.cday. 

"I didn 't tnlk much,'' he aid. 
''My husband brought me out of 
that .... I felt cornfonable wilh 
him .... I lclt like we complcwd 
•ach other."' 

He jomod the Air l·orce in 
1 t 69 and e1 eel HS a clerk. Juan 
Haney was working as a long-
di:,tance operaror (Th· e days, 
she i a detail ander at Dar- an 
Fu mi lure In . in High PoinLl 

They were married April 4, 
1970. 

Snme family problems 
brouglu him out of the Air 
l•orce with an honorahle dis-
charge after two years. He 
erv d in the Army Res rv and 

National buard. O\'er the years, 
he worked at variom; jobs, 
many of them in 1hc furniture 
industry, doing ~uch 1hi11g as 
operating a la the I le has done 
s curily work, Loo. 

"I le ba done a liltle bit of 
ev r) thing,'' Joan l Iauey said. 

lfc was a big fan of beach 
music, and the I Jan •y liked 10 
go hear bands ploy. 

"Mo l of the time, when you 
saw one oi u , you aw lhe 
other," Joan Haney said. "We 
liked doing thiI.gs together." 

Thev have two rhildre11 -
follison, who is 33, and Deanna 
Haney. who is 30. The women 
remember that their fal her also 
loved gelling in Lhc car and 
going pla ·e - near and far. 

"He woulu say, 'Yall go pu1 
stuff in the bac - of Lhe car and 
don 'l tell youi mother,"' Deanna 
Haney said. "I le would take off 
and 1101 tell us where we were 
going." 

One trip that b gun in mys-
tery took them ail U1e way to Ni-
agara Fall . That was line with 
them. Thev liked his sense of 
adventur : 

'rhc fotnil}' thinks that his 
enrhusiasm as a fan has ·orne-
1hing to do with his mother not 
letting !um play spc rt . 11 was 
small- as an adull, he was 5 
reel 4 inch s laU - and he 
truggled with a sorted heahh 

prol>lrms, including asthma. 
anemia and a evere bom or 
pneumonia. 

"f thin il was his way ofli •-
ing out his dream ol what he re-
oily wanted 10 do,'' 'Jolli on 
aid. 

"J le I •II like he mall red," 
Dearm.a Harwy aid.' lie wasn't 
just another faceless fan - h 
was a part of that 1eam.~ 

Tollison has three children, 
and Haney howed the same 
cn1husiasm al their sporting 
events that he did at Wake For-

l game . \t one of his grand -
son Josh'. Lillie League games, 
he hared his di may ove1 a call 
so enLhusiasticallv tho.t the um -
pire ejected him from the game, 
Tollison said. 

· omctimes, l was cmbar -
ras ·ed." ·he said."[ was Like, 
'Oh, Lord ... '" 

But, a, the 'iame time, the 
family aim apprec1-a1ed his will-
ingness to xprcs him ·elf. 

I laney never was big on doc-
tms and hospitals, a11d he went 
around feeling tmwell for a long 
time before a high fever tlmt 
lasted for several day sent him 

to lhe ho. pita.I 111 Augu. t. Lym-
phoma. the doctor!. said. 

Even o. the Haneys made it 
to all the home football games. 
Be ause they mis ed the final 
gumes or the ha kctball season, 
Wellman was unable to present 
him with a \\lake Forest jacket 
and name him an honorary let-
terman at o. game a planned 

\"lellman said that It' too 
early to sa} what the.. might do 
to honor Haney next season but 
that the · arc talking about it. 
Wake Fore l fan have be n 
posting uggestions on Internet 
me:,sage hoards. 

Stan Coiron, the radio voice 
of the Deacons. first encoun-
tered Han y when Hane 
phoned o call in radio show 
that he wa" doing with Jim 
CaJdweU, the football coach be · 
fore Grobe. 

Haner had writ ten a poem 
about Wak • Forest that h start· 
cd reading. 

~1 le got about hal.fwo~ 
though it and got all emotion-
al." Cotton said. 

Colton didn't know what to 
make ol this until Caldwell said, 
"That's Randy. r le's our biggest 
fan." 

• Kini Underu•ood rnn he 
reached at (336) 727-738 or at 
kunderwood@wsJournal.com 
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