
THE REVI!;LATI O:NS OF THl!: PROPHl!.iT 
OR 

THE HISTORIAJ{~S COMM.Al1DMF;ii'1!S 

I .. Thou shalt not use the present tense, nor the passive voice • 

. LL. Thou shalt not split thy infinitives nor dangle thy participles, 
nor:end th~ sentences with prepositions. 

J.ll. Thou shalt not use slang, -except as it be contemporary with thy 
subject and _clearly explained, and then only when it adds sea­ 
soning to thy.work. Above all thou shalt avoid and abhor all 
modern jargon, even though it be the words of thy instructors. 
Trite statements ?nd dead metaphors are abomination to the true 
believer. 

J.V. Thou shalt not use the personal pronoun either implicitly or 
expiliicitly. 

v. Thou shalt not use this for .t.b&_ nor~ for~· 

VI.Thou shalt place thy time clauses first. 

V1I. Thou shalt not use the rhetorical question to avoid an intelli­ 
gent beginning--thou shalt strike thy reader hard with thy first 
sentence. 

VIII. Thou shalt set down things as they happ.en--thou shalt have no 
reference later ln time than the subject thou art treating. 

J.X. Thou shalt beware of puotati6ns. A secondary source or the author 
the~eof speaketh not from his own knowledge, he is no better than 
tho'Q.--use him but quote him not, nor mention his name in they text. 
~either shalt thou quote anything thou canst say better thyself, 
nor shalt thou quote to carry tey story, nor to establish a fact, 
except when the word itself is the fact. ln short, thou shalt 
quote only to "s eas on " thy story, and then no "blocks, u never 
more than three lines. 

x. Thy footnotes shall be the field of all thy battles and thou 
shalt combine footnotes whenever possible. J.n thy footnotes thou 
shalt cite material to the standard source, for verily the greatest 
scholar is not he who can cite the most obscure document but he 
who alloweth his reader to check for himself, in the most convenient 
source available. 

XJ.. 'I'hy methodology is not the theme of thy story, therefore shalt 
thou discuss thy subject, and not the documents concerning thy 
subject, nor thy methods in finding and arranging them. 

XII. Thou shalt identify the characters .Lil thy narrative fully, with 
first names, titles, positions, etc. ~ven such familiar figures 
as Churchill1 Uapoleon, Bismarck, and the present S?v~rei~n must 
be so identiried. It is only after this act of purification that 
one may proceed with thy story. 

XIII. Thou shalt be neither a "Hoer .. nor a ''11oter" which, alas, these 
commandments have failed to dol 
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