
Research Materials in the 

BAPTIST HISTORICAL COLLECTION 

Orrum First Baptis t Church 
Orrum, N. C. 28369 

HISTORY OUTLINE : According to an 1844 history note in the Cape Fear 
Baptist Association minutes , Orrum was admitted to 
the Cape Fear in 1829 . The 1830 Triennial Register 
lists the church as a member of Cape Fear in 1830 
under the name of Big Branch Baptist Church . It was 
dismissed from Cape Fear in 1883 and became a charter 
member of the Robeson Baptis t Association . In 1928 
the church was listed as Orrum . 

CHURCH RECORDS: None 

CHURCH HISTORIES : Odom , Nash A., History of Orrum Baptist Church , 1800 -
1960 . n.p . , ca.1960 . Typescript (carbon copy). NCCF 

ASSOCIATION RECORDS : 

Minutes: Cape Fear [Extinct], 1836-1883 
Robeson, 1883-1976 , 1979 

Histories: Johnson , W. 0., History Sketch of the Robeson Baptist 
Association. BIBLICAL RECORDER, 19 October 1949, 
p. 14-15 :1. 

Willis, W. W., Proceedings of a convention that met 
at Ashpole Baptist Church, June 29, 1883 to organize 
a new association in Robeson County, N. C. BIBLICAL 
RECORDER, 11 Aug. 1883, 1:8 . 

Stephens, Mrs. J . G., Notebook conta1n1ng various history 
sketches and personal clippings relating to the Robeson 
Baptist Association's Woman's Missionary Union, 1896-
1969. (PC 32) 

Woman's Missionary Union Programs, 1943-1968. 

N. C. CHURCH FILES : Newspaper clippings, c.1965-1975 (on microfilm) 
c.1976-present (on file) 

BIOGRAPHY FILES: This file may contain biographical information and/or a 
photograph source for ministers h'ho have sen·ed your clnirch. 
This file is arranged alphabetically by surname. 

BIBLICAL RECORDER INDEXES: These indexes should be checked for ·hurch 
ref<-rences and for infon:iation on pa::.t-o-rs ,,·ho 
have served your church. 
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r~~rum Baptist Church To Celebrate 
/hi 

Homecoming ( 
ORRUM - Orrum Baptist 

Church will celebrate 
homecoming Sunday, 
November 9, beginning with 
Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
followed by the morning 
worship at 11. The pastor, the 
Rev. David McGugan, will 
deliver the sermon entitled 
"A Happy Homecoming - -

-

1980." 
Special music will be by 

Mrs. Perry Johnson, a former 
member of the church. 
Dinner will be served in the 
Fellowship Building following 
the service. 

Members, former mem-
bers, friends and former 
ministers of the church are 

invited to attend. Dinner will 
be served in the Fellowship 
Building following the service 

The Orrum Baptist Church 
was organized in 1800 as the 
Big Branch Baptist Church, 
and in l!l'l8 the name was 
changed to Orrum. 

The land on which the 
church is presently located 
was given by Moses Warwick. 
At one time the Orrum 
Church was the largest 
congregation in Robeson 
Baptist Association, however, 
today the church has a Sun-
day School enrollment of 73 
and a total membership of 
130. 

The church has worship 

m.inistry by the church. An 
incomplete list of those in-
cludes: Moses · Warwick 
William B. Bullard, Thomas 
Britt, John Cainer, Kinchen 
Barnes, Everett Ward, I.P. 
Hedgpeth and Spurgeon 
Dorton. 

Former pastors include the 
Revs. Elias Davis, Furney 
Prevatte, Zadoc Bullock, 
Haynes Lennon, A.R. Pitt-
man. G.W. Hill, J.W. Gore, 
David J. Ray, I.P. Hedgpeth, 
S.M. Dorton, Donald Holland, 
Carson Tyner, Jimmy 
Rogers, George Richman and 
Paul Morrow. Rev. McGugan 
began his ministry there in 
December 1979. 

services each Sunday with . This is the first 
the exception of fifth Sun- homecoming in more than 25 
days, and Sunday School is years and plans are being 
each Sunday. formulated to set a specific 

Many have been licensed or Sunday each year for a 
ordained to the Christian homecoming service. 
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Ou.~ covenant or tai th ~oiples ~o oo littlo to us todey 

in coop.:n-ioon \Ji th the3e oar~ deyo in tho ohurc cc o But tha covonon·~ 

and confession or faith bl'0\3Ght B univ w tho C uroh the.~ is solc.1om 

tound 1n l'!XXlom Baptist Churooos. 

GHOWIID PAII'S 

BiG n~ votJ at one tioo tho laTcest church in the r.:-ooson 
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!illO ro!l~ cs ron:>dolcxl. Iu 19r:1 :n v..d.d· on or 
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Orrun1 Baptist Church To Celebrate Hon1econ1ing ( 
ORRUM - Orrwn Baptist 

Church will celebrate 
homecoming Sunday, 
November 9, beginning with 
SW1day School at 10 a.m. 
followed by the morning 
worship at 11. The pastor, the 
Rev. David McGugan, will 
deliver the sermon entitled 
" A Happy Homecoming - -

-

1980." 
Special music will be by 

Mrs. Perry Johnson, a former 
member of the church. 
Dinner will be served in the 
Fellowship Building following 
the service. 

Members, former mem-
bers, friends and former 
ministers of the church are 

invited to attend. Dinner will 
be served in the Fellowship 
Building following the service 

The Orrwn Baptist Church 
was organized in 1800 as the 
Big Branch Baptist Church, 
and in 19'28 the name was 
changed to Orrwn. 

The land on which the 
church is presently located 
was given by Moses Warwick. 
At one time the Orrum 
Church was the largest 
congrega tion in Robeson 
Baptist Association, however, 
today the church has a Sun-
day School enrollment of 73 
and a total membership of 
130. 

The church has worship 
services each SWlday with 
the exception of fifth SWl-
days, and SW1day School is 
each SW1day. 

Many have been licensed or 
ordained to the Christian 

ministry hy the church. 
incomplete list of those in-
cludes : Moses Warwick 
William B. Bullard, Thomas 
Britt, John Cainer, Kinchen 
Barnes, Everett Ward, I.P. 
Hedgpeth and Spurgeon 
Dorton. 

Former pastors include the 
Revs. Elias Davis, Furney 
Prevatte , Zadoc Bullock, 
Haynes Lennon, A.R. Pitt-
man. G.W. Hill, J.W. Gore, 
David J. Ray, I.P. Hedgpeth, 
S.M. Dorton, Donald Holland, 
Carson Tyner, Jimmy 
Rogers, George Richman and 
Paul Morrow. Rev. McGugan 
began his ministry there in 
December 1979. 

This is the first 
homecoming in more than 25 
years and plans are being 
formulated to set a specific 
Sunday each year for a 
homecoming service. 
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It was back in the early days of 
our nation's history that Oi::i:imi 
B.!R_ti~ Cl!urch had its beginnings. 
The church was first known as the 
Big Branch Church when it was 
constituted in 1800. The name was 
changed to Orrum Baptist Church 
in 1928. At the time the church was 
organized people lived many miles 
apart and Big Branch was the only 
church for miles around. Ashpole 
Church (now First Baptist of Fair-
mont), Cross Roads Church (now 
Lennon's Cross Roads) and Burnt 
Island Church (now Antioch) were 
the nearest churches, Big Branch 
got its name from a branch near 
the church in Big Branch commun-
ity. The church was located in a 
woody area of huge long-leaf pines 
and stood almost in front of the 
present building facing the east. 

According to a brief history of 
the church, the land for the church 
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History Of Orrum Baptist Cburcli 
was given by Moses Warwick. The 
first church was a frame building 
with shutters at the windows. This 
building was used for several years 
before it was sealed. There was no 
way of heating it, so members 
would gather around a knot wood 
fire on the church yard until time 
for service which they had on the 
first Saturday and Sunday of each 
month. The benches had narrow 
planks for backs. Finally, the build-
ing was sealed and a heater was 
put in the church, a short distance 
in front of the rostrum. 

Big Branch was at one time the 
largest church in the Robeson Asso-
ciation. The membership grew until 
the building was no longer capable 
of holding the people. A new build-
ing was built while Haynes Lennon 
was serving as pastor. The first 
building was sold to Berry 
Humphrey and the proceeds were 
used for the new building which wa 
started about 1890. Members gave 
of their pine trees, labor and money 
for the building. About 1890 the 
building was not complete, but 
could be used. At first, they had no 

benches, so they used blocks with 
planks on them. 

As the church grew there was a 
need for classrooms. In 1920 two 
classrooms and the steeple on the 
front was built. In 1937 seven more 
rooms were added. In 1954 an addi-
tion of restrooms was added. In 
1955 the church purchased some 
land directly back of the church. In 
1977 a new fellowship building was 
built. It was named Richman Fellow 
ship Building in honor of Rev. 
George Richman who was pastor at 
that time. In 1983 the church was 
covered, painted inside and outside, 
new carpet installed, the seats pad-
ded, new drapery, all new shrub-
bery, the ditch tiled and covered. 

In 1835 Big Branch Church had 
92 members and it was the sixth 
church in size in the Cape Fear 
Association. When Robeson 
Association was organized in 1883 
Big Branch was the largest church 
in the Association. 

Orrum Church has been a mem-
ber of the cape Fear Association 
from the time of its organization 
until 1831 when it became a mem-

ber of the Robeson Baptist Union. 
In 1883 it became a charter mem-
ber of the Robeson As~iation. 
Since that time the Association had 
met at Orrum four times in 1888, 
1903, 1922 and 1956. 

On November 9, 1980 Orrum 
Church had a homecoming. Rev. 
David McGugan, who was pastor at 
that time, conducted the services. 

An incomplete list of names of 
men licensed or ordained by the 
church are as follows: Moses War-
wick, William B. Bullard, Thomas 
Britt, John Cainer, Kitchen Barnes, 
Everett Ward, I.P. Hedgpeth, and 
Spurgeon Dorton. Rev. I.P. Hedg-
peth and Rev. Spurgeon Dorton 
were ordained at Orrum Church. 

An incomplete list of pastors who 
have served the church are as fol-
lows. Elias Davis, Furney Prevatte, 
Zadoo Bullock, Haynes Lennon, 
A.R. Pittman, G.W. Hill, J.W. Gore, 
David J. Ray, I.P. Hedgpeth, S.M. 
Dorton, Donald Holland, Carson 
Tyner, Jimmy Rogers, George Rich-
man, Paul Morrow, David McGugan 
Tommy Gentry and currently Rev. 
W.C, Baxley. 
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The Rev. Donald Ray Jenkins 
was recently installed as pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Orrum. Jen-
kins, a native of Weldon, was a 1980 
summa cum laude graduate of N.C. 
Cetltral University. I 
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Native of Weldon 
is now pastor 

The First Baptist..Ghur.chln Orrwn 
has installed Rev. Donald Ray 
Jenkins. a native of Weldon, as its 
new pastor. 

Dr. John Bee Moore, choir, and 
congregation from the First Baptist 
Church in Weldon conducted the 
mstallation service. 

Rev. Jenkins, the son of Mrs. 
Maxine Wilkins Jenkins of 310 West 

ond t. m Weldon, graduated ac; 
class valedictorian in 1976 from 
Weldon High School. He is a 1980 
summa cwn laude graduate of North 
Carolina Central University in 
Durham and received his teaching 

· ·" P from Pembroke ta 

University in Lwnberton. Rev. 
Jenkins currently teaches English at 
Bennettsville High School in South 
Carolina. 

Before assuming his present 
position, Rev. Jenkins assisted Dr. 
E.B. Turner at the First Baptist 
Church in Lwnberton. The new 
minister is currently enrolled in the 
Master's program in English-
Education at Pembroke State 
University. 



Revival services 
start Sunday 
at Orrum Baptist 

Orrum Baptist Church revival 
services will begin Sunday night, 
October 9 and continue through 
Friday night, October 14. Ser-
vices will begin each evening at 
7:30. 

The Rev. Charles Kaye of 
Lake Waccamaw will be the 
guest speaker. Special music 
will be provided each night. 

The public is invited. The 
Rev. George Richman is pastor. 

Elkin Tribune - -- .. -- ··-· 
o res 
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NO V- 01 -85 ---------' evivals 
Orrum Baptist Church 

The Rev. Dr. Richard C. 
Alderman of Little Rock, 
S.C., will be the guest 
speaker at revival services 
held at Orrum Baptist 
Church Nov. 3-6. Services 
will begin ay 7:30 nightly. 
Special music will be 
featured each night and a 
nursery will be provided. 

Alderman is the pastor of 
the Little Rock Baptist 
Church. 



First Baptist Church, Orrum 
The First Bapffst Church in Orrum will hold its annual 

homecoming service Sunday at 3 p.m. The Rev. Thomas 
Southerland and the choir and congregation of the e · 
Greenville Baptist Church will be the guests. Dinner will 
be served in the dining hall following the evening.'s ser-
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Pastor installation 
First Baptist Church of 

Orrum 
The First Baptist 

Church of Orrum will 
install its pastor, the 
Rev. Donald Ray 
Jenkins on Sunday at 5 
p.m. Dr. John Bee 
Moore, choir and con-
gregation from the First 
Baptist Church in 
Weldon will conduct the 
installation service. 

Jenkins is a native of 
Weldon. He is a 1980 
summa cum Donald Ray Jenkins 
laude graduate of N.C. Central University in Durham, 
He receive his teaching certificate from Pembroke State 
University. He teaches English at Bennettsville High 
School. 

Before assuming his present position, Jenkins assisted 
Dr. E.B. Turner at the First Baptist Church in Lumber-
ton. The new minister is currently enrolled in the 
master's program in English Education at Pembroke 
State University. 
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ORRUM-The Rev . Donald Ray Jenkins was recently Installed as pastor or the First Baptis t Church l or Orrum. Jenkins, a native ol Weldon, was a 1980 summa cum laude graduate or North Carolina Central University In Durham. 
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Orrum Baptist 
Church Holds 
Revival And 
Homecoming 

Orrum Baptist Church. will hold 
revival services November 5 - 8. 
Sunday evening service will begin at 
6 p.m., with Rev. Warren Hill, pas-
tor of Orrum Baptist, as the featured 
speaker. Monday through 
Wednesday services will begin at 
/:30 p.m. The guest speaker will be 
Rev. Jim Weihrauch, pastor of 
White's Creek Baptist Church in 
Clarkton. Special music will be pro-
vided each evening. The public is 
invited to attend. 

On November 11, Orrum Baptist 
Church will celebrate Homecoming. 
The morning worship service will be 
at 11 a.m. with the pastor, Rev. 
Warren Hill, delivering the message. 
A dedication service for the new 
addition to the fellowship hall will 
be held at 12 noon, followed by 
lunch at 1 p.m. From 2-4:30 p.m., a 
gospel singing will be held featuring 
the Servants Hearts and local talent. 

All former members and friends 
· end. 
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or;~.un· l\aP~ 
in~ to tal'-e ~:~.t 
in the church's homecoming 
celebration Sunday. 

Activities begin at 10 a.m. 
with Sunday Schoo\, fo\-
\owed by worship• There 
wi\\ be musical programs in 

ft.he afternoon, and a revival 
\ begins at 7:30 p.rn. The ~est 

speaker wi\\ be the Rev. 
Gerald Wilson. The church is located on 
Atkinson Road, behind 
Orrum Middle School. Call 
the Rev. Robert 'Britt at 628-
6608 for information. 



CHURCHES IN NORTH CAROLINA BEGUN PRIOR TO 1830 
As named by Morgan Edwords, John As~} nd, G. W. Paschal or others 

1. Name*** c..!) y ' { f-..J.A. J fjate of Constitution ~ ·- v---,-------
'.f-:JA '< M &J bf 

3. Location. Name of County when Constituted ___ f .... ~-'--~~---J--11~-------
4. Location. Name of County at present time _______ ,_, ___________ _ 

1 
5. Name of Association with which originally affiliated ---------------

6. Type of Church; General Baptist, ___________ Particular, _______ _ 

Seporate, ________ Regular, ----------ther, _________ _ 

7. Is the church by either name listed in Convention Annual in 1959 or 1960? 

(See Notes Other Side) 
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