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Dean in dem 
By JOBNSIE SmDLE 

Dr. Danny Akilll r=lin .. easily in 
bis office chair. His ey....... smilin g 
..he says." Being Dean ofStudcnlS.t 
die Southeastern B.piist Seminary 
doesn't feel like a job." . 

On January 2, 19.:57, Danny was 
born to Lowell and Emma Lou Akins, 
C11risrian parenlS. Linle Danny Akilll 
grew up 10 be saved 81 die tender asc 
of seven. From there his life would be 
dedicatod 10 die LonI. 

Sinco tho rime that C11rist entered " 
, 	

his beu1. Danny Akins has come • 
long way. MaJried for 16 years to his 
wife, OIarIOlle, dley have four boys 
ranging in II"berw=n twins of 1310 
• nine-year-<>Id. 

God called him to be • minister of 
!he lOSpeL "I have a Bachelor', De· · 
cree in Divinity, and . PHD in ,Hu­
maniries - all at diffe",nt schools." 

.commenlS Dean Akins. 
From behind. paper-laden desk he 

reveal" "I'm Ivai ....le .. a friend and.C........Ior IO the students." A fluh of 
a smile," I try 10 keep an open door 
policy!'". 

The benefits of being a Dean? "The 
joy ofworking with God' s people and 
seeing them prepllRld for his work." 

Dr. Akins has held jobs as a minis· 
ter and as 1/1 Associate PaslOr of !WO 
different chun:bes. He continues 10 
serve God as a minister, often preach­
ing during the week at various places. 
"My home chun:h is Paith Baprisl but 
I'm never there," he says with I laugh. 
"Ust y.... I preacbed in over 40 
churches." AI • m<mber of the His­
torical Southern Baptisl Organization, 
the ETS (Evangelical Theology Soci­
ety) and the Patricians (an early church 
hislOry group) it's hard for him to find 
rime to IlIendmecrings. When he 00.. 

have fr= lime, he enjoys sports. "I 
used to play , but now I lei my boys do 
it forme." 

· Seminary studen....... 1M hesl." 
Dr. Akins has been • Dean at the 
Wake Foresl Seminary for Iwo yean 
and tIuu months, however, he held. 
position as • Dean al another scbool 
from 1989unlil he came 10 SoUrheasl­
em. !be Youngesl studenl here is • 
19-yW'-<>1d young lody and ovt ....­
dents range inlO their 60°,." . 

"I love people and want 10 see 
everyone do their best for die LonI." 
He presseshis hands IOgelherbe!Wcco 
thou&bts. il try to express the impor­
~eofli~inglikeJesusandhonoring 
Him with your life." 

Dr.'Akins is n::sponaible for all 
studenlservices. Some of these dUlies 
includescbolorships. mail, sports, for­
eign .welles, and chapel. "My stu­
dents come fim, though." 

A IIClI1Ml day for this Dean in­
cludes twobou~of'-hing Sy&tem­
alie Theology and C11urch History. 
Af1er an hour of C11apeI, he "'turns to 
1M office to meet wilh students. Dur­
ing this time, he listens 10 any pr0b­
lems students may have and he coun­
sels them. On an .venge day, Dr. 
Akins sees anywhe", from five to 30 
sludents. After an hour for lunch, ii' s 
beck 10 the office to ",tum phone calls 
and try10 squeeze in some study rime. 
Wbcn he leav.. the office for good 
betw<:cn 5:30 or 6:00 his day is nol 
complete. If he isn't p..,..,hing, Dr. 
Akins spends time with his family at 
home. ": teaCh my values - truthful­
ness. faithfulness, kindness, and ser­
vitude to my family." 

The Seminary rocently introduced 
a plan 10 have a College when: one CM 

study for diffe",nl Bachelor DegIeCI. 

"They ..... also working on the area of 
Women', Studies .nd r=eiving I 

Master's in thai ....... " staleS Dr.Akins. 
Other plans are for. Master's deg"," 
in counseling of • PHD in the same 
area. Although this will mean more 
wod:. for an a\n::ody busy Dean, he 
welcomes the challenge. . . 

Some activities Dr. Akins has had 
die pleasure ofjoiningare studentrun. 
"I got involved in a .tllden! '\'CViV1ll 
group called the "Bone Rm\e~". II 
thrilled me how Gnd 

lonl and his people, Dr. Akins .ppears 
quietly contenL "I'm usually upbeal' 
and intense," he explains. "but my 
plane lines .... '" mixed up yesterday 
and I had about four boon of sleep.­
~, including his sec:reWy, Lisa, 
see him in die same lighL "He's either 
going 90 miles an hour or 81. IWId­
still," she said. 

-Beinl able 10 ....e die LonI ' is 
simply more than I could ner hope 
for," says . rired but srnilina DeaR 
Akins. ( 
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