
3-&-83. Expecrtant. At f'irst glance there seems to be an impassable gulf' between Jesus and Paul, 
between Christ and Christianity, between disciples and rigidlt o?'gn church, between the gospel as 
taught by Jesus and t.he gospel about Jesus as taught by the letter-writers. Tom any people it is 
st.ill a myst.itying fact that the simplicity and profundity of J1s teaching should go largely ignored 
in the instructive epistles Paul and the apostles wrote~~so.mething that seams quite different 
be sul:8tituted in its place. And yet that is the fact>,~ there_k a bridge over the gulf, there 
is a connection bEfwteen that puzzling gospel of and gospel about. -rt is the Bk or Acts, which shall 
be 0ur text for the next 3 months, 13 lessons, the Bk of the continuing work of J thru the spirit. 
I~ is 'the 2d vollll'lle in Lk•s account of'the mission of J from his birth to Paul's arrival in Rome, 
and the wrld-w.i.de presence of the people of the way. And because the Bk of Acta ends so abruptly 
and in:ompletely, there are those who think Lk intended still a Jd 9o1Ullle, or that a part of a scrol 
is missing. But togethe~ the ·two Bks are a major part of NT, and Lk one of the 2 most important of 
NT v riters. We have come to c~ them Lk/Acts, but the earliest references to the called them Let­ 
ters to Theophilus, as you will see it you compare the first ventence ot each vol • HOW'ever named 
the works of Lk constitute the largest single part of' NT; exceeds in bulk Paul's 13 ltrs, or the $ 
writings (gospel, Rev lat, and 3 ltrs} ascribed to John. So tor sheer bulk, about l/4 of the total, 
Lk's bk:s would be important to us in an underst of the beginnings of In Ch. But numbers ar never 

· as important as content, and in this too Lk stands tall. His gospel is the richest of the } synops, 
with tar more material the other ho omit, i ol a numbe:P of the best-beloved parables and incidents. 
I find it diffic to imagine the gospel w/o the good sam0itan, or the prodigal son,ior those parables 
about the lost s heap, lost e oinj but these stories, righ J.y well-loved, were recoraed and preserved 
only by Llc. The be~utif'ul birth-story in its details is found ·only here, as well as many other cru­ 
cial details and events. It can safely- be said that the loss of no other bk weuld have deprived us 
of sommuch intormat upon which we base our f&i th and ·our um erst of God. And the Bk of Acts, 2d vol 
ot Lk's work, i,s ·e~ as important. Nothing 11hich has come down to us from the early yrs of the 
Ch can lllpld.: parallel:, this bk in de'B*il and impact. 'We can by reading bwtw the li.nes of Paulla ltrs 
guess ·at the missionary wortc of the Ch, and even eat.ch a hint of the internal debate over the nature 
of the Ch. But maby ot Paul• s references and allusions would be naaningless to us w/o Acts--many of 
them are in fact incomprehensible as they stand, for they mention people and positions falli.liar to 
the readers at. the time which have since been forgotten. But Lk •a continuous treatmt of J •a Jd.nist 
and what followed provide thtt on];r. source we haw that make PaUl •s ltrs intellipble at.all. So here 
is the bridge across that gul!bet'W J and Paul, between Xr and Xty. 'Let us all take fof ourselves 
the assignrn.t to read this exciting story this spring, read all of it. For 1n these essions we can 
cover o~ a tiny portion or the whole; we must leap over much that is important. And those who 
join this class by raclio may write us, to WFBCh at sip 27109, or call the church ofc, if' you would 
like a list of this qr•s topics and texts. For today, readings from Acts l. In the writiing qt Kr 
the earliest that we have are the 1 trs of Paul to the Ohs he establ and counselled. 1le ansd their 
questions, tried to solve ·their probls, and reminded them of the theol and ethical teaching& or Cb. 
He made only the blriefe~t of references to the life and teachings of J, and the few itats ·he made 
are not in my kind or order. Reading Paul is to aa~nnne a great body of intormat that was not in 
writing, in any complete version, when Paul wrote. There were oral tradits, repeated by eye-witnes 
ses, already being worked into antiphonal responses, and there were fragments of wi'iting, but noth­ 
ing systematic. By tradit it was the dea~h of Peter in the mid-601s that caused the apostles to 
canpose their recollections into more permanent forms than the oral. · Sometime in the late 601 s Mk 
wrote his brief' aclt, based upon Peter's memories recounted to Mk over a period of' years. AboU't lS 
yrs later ~ eomposed and published the 2d of the gospels, probl ea ::lJ 80•a, so that this yr or nex 
coald veey well be the 1900th anniversary. Lk's scope ·was Jll\lch wider t.han was that ot the other 3 
canonical. gospels; at the same time, or nearly, he wrote the two bks Lk/Acts, and he 'intended them to 
be a unit, tied together. It is unfortunate that gospel of John was J?Ut bwtw them in our NT. Lk 
is by tradit a li!:Ysician and a native of Antioch ot Syria; after the death of Stephen and tm fligh 
ot Ins from Jerus, Antioch was the center of the Ch, only la tar replaced by Roma. Somewhere Lk met 
Paul and became his companion, keeping a diary of their travels, and later writing it a.11 do111. His 
themes. emph&Sised the universality of the Xn revelat, to get Jewish Xns to accept gentile converts, 
for in ~all likelihood Uc was himself one of those unclean outsiders; Lk also wrote more about women 
and about other oppressed groups than did the others, and ·in his version of Sermon on Mt the poor 
are blessed;tJeeattse-they have the Kgdm of God be~ause they are poor. He told J •s story, tr«A birth 
to cross and to resurrectioth and then with only a slight break, repetition, re~, he went right 
on with 1;~ beyond the road to &ismaus, beyond that bit of broiled fish, beyond the road as far as 
B8thany'. ~~that is where we begin with the Acts. Acts·l: 1-5. The first of this is the repeate 
dedication, to someone named Theophilus--though the word means one who loves God, so it could be a 
general name fDr all believers-~ may even have been an official high in the Emp' s coirt. In the 
first bk, he writes, he described all that J began to de, and that is a Semitic idiom for did, from 
the beginning until he was taken up. Here we read that 40 daye--Bibl language for a good long 



time--40 days after the resurrection he appeared and he taught. Lk 24 has no time reterences., in 
fact it would appear that the ascen'tllion took place on resurrection day. · One thing he commanded ~was 
that they remain in Janis until the· spirit baptism; the ·implicai; in this is that w/o such an order 
"1ley woul.GI have left the c-ity, gone back to Galilee, gotten away from the dangers. But Jerus was 
the plaee where they had to m•ke their proclamat; there many had seen J crueified, some had seen him 
alive again, all needed -to hear the wit~EJss. As tbe great mmndssion ordered the priorities, they 
mus1J ·begin at Jerus, where they were mt at ease, where they were not even safe. How many of us 
have to have a dab of ~r on our h•els tQ stick: us. to tbe pibaoe where we are needed, But. th, real 
key to the candmt here is that they were to wait for the promised comforiter, for the. spirit.. W/o 
him they were too weak to act. So the order was for silence ·and seclusion, in Jerus. They must jus 
sit and wait, and I don •t know anything more ditfic than that. The hardest. thing in the world is to 
do nothing, and yet there are . times when it is the only thing to do. How . man;r ~s have we stood 
beside the gumey on which a loved one was being wheel.id into the operating room, and ~rd someone 
tell us, you .wait here and we'll bring you the news. An~ isn't it hard, lcnowing how helpless we ar 
that there really isn •t anything ~lse we can do but wait. tla life is like that; there are s:>me 
things we can work far, but there are otht!r things we can only wait for. They also serve, said Mil· 
ton, W>.o only stand ancl wait, and that ·is one ot the sharpest insights given to man. In our WOl"ld 
the emphasis is pla~ed upon activity, doing something and doing it well; we beeme expe"s in doing. 
But.'there is in man's spiritual being a large place ,for silence, for melitation, for J)IJ.ssivity, tor 
waiting. And the striking thing is that waiting is not the same as doing nothing. W& t:i,ng is an 
activity jt1St as necessary tn its own w;qr as is action. The person who waits ~n God is like the 

·person who waits for the sunrise ••• li1;.tle boy wondered where su.n goes, stayed up all night, finally 
it dawned on him •• ,it haes always happened before, you expect it to happen.again;atter the darkest, 

.long~ft night comes the daq and t.hen tJieday. And the meaning of the act of waiting is in thatword 
EXPECT. The title the writers have given this lfsson is ThE? Expectant Fellowshp. My dictiQnary 
teUs me that to_·be expectant means more than ~rely to be waiting_ for something, it -8D. s to wait 
with some g ro'Qnd or reason in the mind tor considering the eventat'8ited as likely to happen. Those 
who are in the state of expectancy are optimistsJ what they are waiting tor ha., not yet happened, it 
is not yet real, but they have no doubt that it will shortly occur and become .real. So we wait, and 
we. expect in confic:ten~ w~t ~· are waiting for, and that i,s the nature of faith. Then Llc adds an 
incident we get ~ here, and it is strange and mrprising. "/W'l: 6-8. Is it not disturbing that 
the ll·chosen disciples were still looking to J to .fulfill the prophetic role of political libera­ 
tor and ruler to restore the. throne of David? Do you underst that seeing J risen from the dead, and 
hearing him teach from the scriptures what the Christ of God would be and do, they still had that 
old notion that. th Kgd:m of God would be politic8'1, secular, or this age? Now that you have conq 
death, they are saying, are you now going to re""stabl the Kgdm to Isr? In. t;1. way it comforts me, 
they were so close_ to him and yet did not underst, so it is not so strange that we have o~ Pl"obls • 
But note that J did not even try to a nsr their question; he corrected it, tor the question itself 
was a mistake. It ia not for Y9U to know the t.imea or the seasons,· he said• tQr only God knows tha 
Some of us, too spend our time asking that questi(m, when wiU Xr return in glory, and some people 
have even named the- d•7. One eommentatJor. wrote that there is something li.asphemous in speculating 
about thet which was hidden even from Xr bµns~lt, What he did was to shift the emphasis !Nm won­ 
dering about the tuture to a certainty in the present. For 801118 reason, which I do not und.erst, the 

_ present is the least popular ~e of all. M,.uy of us find the past more congenie.l ·to ov tastes; 
one candidate recently announced_ for. Presi-d nominat saying,that one part,7 was 8till trying to solve 
the probnts of So•s, .wtµ.le ottaer was still living in 60•s. others of us prefer to dream about the 
.future; when I graduate, when I get married, when I get .Promted to manager ••• The" is one news pro 
gram on TV that allots about 3 minutes of its 24 in telling us what is coming up next. What J said 
here.is important to a.41 or us; remember the past bu.t do not live there, .await the fu.t~e but do not 
wast& ti.Jlle in idle speculation about it, liYe in the ·present. You shall receiY pwr, you shall be 
wiiness$s, fTOm this city to the aldite!J.1'!'1_, earth. There is no way back, he said, nor is it pro- 

- fitable to dlflElll upon the future, td!wli'itever happened to late great planet earth. Now is the dq 
to witness to •t we have seen and h(ard and known w:l:thin us. These people, who were still looking 
tor a :royal palace in Jerus, were told to look out from this hill to the ends of the WorldJ Is not 
OUT wision always too~AJ.l, too naITow. That. promise, that redirected question, marked the conclu­ 
sion of J •s ministry. · 1: 9 ... 11. The Ascension is t an easy doctri~ for us. We no longer live 
in the world describe. y Dante, the world iuhabited by ~ople ot lat Cen. Earth is not fixed atthe 
center of things any more; _heaven, the empyrean, iii not up there. Still, a cloud recel him, he went 
away, but not as the rest ot us go aw.,-. That is what thie describes to us. We llave our o:rders,we 
have learned l'ha~ we need, whY do we stand gaaing into he~ven1 first we wait, and rec~ive, f.1¥5 then 
we proc:faim,we shout, we give ·prai••· And as we wait we renew ol,U' strength so tha~ we rise up like 

,eagles. ·One age ended, and another began. 



3-13-8). Empowered. This is the 2d of 3 lessons taken trcn the beginning chapters ot the A. ts, v/ 
titles all beginning w/E. This qr we shall be studying the Bk of Acts, the 2d Y lume in Lk'• acct 
of the Xr-event, the continuat of the story of what happened atter the'-Resurr and the Ascension.Last 
week ll9 read frOJllA:fts l and the subj was the "-Ex:pectant Fellowehp. lhat. mnall group, biding away in 
a room somewhere in Jerus, was cOJ1111anded to remain in the city, not to go looking for security in 
their hClne province of Galilee, and· to wd.t for the gift of the spirit.. We saw that wilting is not 
an easy thing to do, but it ·is so•times the ri~t thi. g, to do; and th.at waiting is not the s 
thing as doing nothing; and that waiting ~ctantly is the sign of strong faith. Now for todq we 
read the first of Llc'a accts ot the giving of the spirit, aaking, as the lesson*Nriters• t tles sq, 
the eapectant fellowehp th e ntpOWered fellowship. The Grk .word power is the root our our· wrdd dyn­ 
a te, dynamo, dynamic, and sauehow that 18 stronger .tban the Latin-derived power• Text J.ots 2. 
We shall read oniy a few verses of it f r toda;,y; next .we k we shall return to tbe end of Ch 2 for a 
paragr, but we need to begin with an overview of Acts 2. As Mr. Carr s d • ome· time ago in a Bible 
study group, Acts 2 ia a microcosm t churdh hi.et and the tension vlin ch over its mission .. Tnere 
are two great themes ·in Acts; one of them is mission, or ministry, am the other is the !ipirit. Mia· 
sion is int Chap 1--yvu shall be rq witnesses (fhe Grk word is mart.J'l') 'ill Jet-us and in Judea, 
and to the end of the world, or the end ot the age. The spirit ·is prc:md.sed in Obap l, as -it is also 
promised ill Lk 24--youmall: ceive power when the Holy fpilit has cane upon you. That empowering 
is todq's subject. the stoey ot the Ch in Jlliniature, take a look at Acts 2. It begins with 
the epeald.ng in tongues, and it ends with the experillleilt 1n comunal living, and in that is the fore­ 
shadowing of. the two exJh,remes we have with us yet. At one extreme are the ecstatics, the charis­ 
matics, the holiness people, the laying on of hands people, the flith-healers, those who speak in in­ 
eo.lllprehenaibly 51bberish under the inspirat of the spirit. At the Cllther end of the scale are those 
'Who busy themselves w/teeding the hungry, -doi 1g good in the neighbcrhood. And in the middle ot A.cte 
2, in the middle between those extre•s, Peter preached a sermon, he witnessed, he testified, hegave 
the proclamation. And there are those who argue that this arrangemt cf the text has meaning; that 
we are to have our e.taiiUies, and we are not to neglect the needy, but that the centr.al fuhction of 
the church is neither of these, but is pr clamation. So lat us take a look a.t the empowering, at 
the sw17 ot the giYi.ng of the spirit, of the virgintdrth o1' the church. Acts 2s l-4. The strong- 
est tradi ts of -·early Ch were two--one was the resurrection and the other vu the ii:f't ot. the 
spirit that the resurrection nade possibl. These are the tradits we ml1St hold to and cherish and 
pl'Oclaim to the world, for they are central. But that does not mean that the mamor:iss ot tbe early 
witnesses to these tradits was always in .agreemt. The Ch of Xr V&s built upon human beings, falli­ 
ble and fallen and forgetful, not upoa perfection or sinlessness. In £act the Ch is unique among 
human institws in that the ne requiremt for admission is that one must be .a sinner. There is no 
room in it for those who-are without sin. And those fallible, forgetful frailties knew without any 
doubt or questi n that the ·resurrection had happened, and that it picked th8Jll uP. and turned them. a­ 
round and made new creatures out ot themJ and they knew also tba t they had recd the gift o.t the api­ 
ri t. But they could not remember just how it happened. If you will read John's gospel, 20:22, you 
will see that J himself gave the spirit on the day o:t resurrect: he breathed on them, and said, re­ 
ceive the holy spirit • .A.nd in A.eta there are ·two versions ot the gift of the spirit, perhaps taken 
tran two different witnesses. The other is in 4s31, and it tollowa the release from prison of Peter 
and John. Some students think that in Chap 2 we have a source that parallel• the souree for Chaps 
3, 4, and part ot S, so that we have tw versions of the birth of the Church. Thay aleo think that 
in Chap 2 we have scxne :f the very earliest source material in all the NT; it renects the Yieva & 
thoughts ot the primitive Ch in those 2 aonths after the res\irrection, and not the ideas that had a 
peared by the time Lk wrote. As an ·historian I think it commendable that a V'riter would be honest 
to his ecmrce materials, and not distort them to fit the ideas of the writeni•s time; there are 
great numbers ot historians a.t -'work in 1hese latter days who· lack that simple honesty. So there were 
variant tradits about the gift. ot the Spirit, bit there was canpiete .agnremt that something mira-cu­ 
lous happened to the early believers short~ attar the Resurr, whether .o cay, r So days later;the1 
f'elt a new inner power that changed their whole outlook on lif8 and their purpose in it. I'tl was the 
spirit ot God that took possession of them and made it possibl for t ham t do things they could not 
o on their own •. And ill the tradit or Acts 2 it hapPened on the da;,y of pentecost, which is the Ork 
translat o! the Hebr festival 0£ Weeks; pentekostos means SOtb, and the 10rd d 113 is understood. The 
feast of weeks was ne ot 3 great Jewish festival.a; the others were passover and ·tabernacle ; and 
lilm the other two, pilgrims were expected in Jerua. The law required eftry male Jew living w /in 
15 mile of the temple to go there for -the celebrat. It began at the tim of the escape from ela v 
1n Egy; f11'st the passoYer, aud then 7 wlcs later, a sabbath of weeks, o the Soth day, the giVing 
ot the law on Mt. Si ai. the 'feast included not only thanpgiYing tor the law b t also a sacrifice 
of 2 loaves ot bread i ri thanks tor the harvest o t the crops. It came in JUl'la, when the weather was 
good; some years brought millions of visitors to the city. And in all that great throng was a small 
group of J8s disciples, about 120 in number, who were waiting expectantly for something to happen. 

That Pentecost, something earth-shaking came to them as they waited. Since it was only 9 o•cl 



· (to Nicodemus J had used wind as t s-nnbo1 of mirit \ in the morning when Peter _began his se:mon, we can guess that-it mus li"Vi-tieep aawn '(dien ~hey ~ 
together in that one place, r thq had passed tbe·night there together. Then it happened; their ex 
pectancy was fulfilled. Lk•-a source for this must have been a witness; what he/Jh~.remembered were 
the three signs or symbols of the coming of the spirit. One was wind, or the sound as of wind1 an­ 
other wa fire; and the third was speech. First there was the roaring sound, breaking tile sileDCe 
of the gel'.hering.//It was npt a wind, but it was asound like wind, like a gale bending the tall 
pinee, like the hurricane protesting veh~ntq at whatever nen..made is in its way. There is an old 
English dialectical. word, wthering, that is in the title ot a 19th Cen novel,_ that means the sound 
of a blusterT wind under the eave.s. '!'hat s ou,nd was what they heard • There •s no rusp of air, no 
one•s hair was blown about, no one's Id.rt rutned. It was a ound. And then there was a tire, 
people remanbered looked just like a tongue, cl.oven, which mans out into :two perts,, and a.pin it a 
ws not fire, b t it looked like tire, g wing ·just above ·very one of the ; and .they r embered 
that it filled their beans with warmth, and love, and exeitemt; they felt filled, reacb' tor my­ 
thing. And we are· to imagine now that they. left the room in 11bich they bad been, and went out into 

. th& streets••and this may well be the first time they have dared to do that~-for the third symbol of 
the epirit1was the girt of tongUee. 'l'his is where the debate begins, for in Nr -.m even in A<:ts, 
the. are two meanings of !tihat tenn; ne ot them ia the uttering of meaningle s syllables, meaning­ 
less at least to those who eard the SDllnds; in his ltr 1;o e Corinthians Paul cond81ftlled it &Q.one 
of those childisbthings we should put aside, or .outgrow1 that we should al.wYS speak: o that we ean 
be understood. But there were people in Corint.h, and there· are people today eong us, who continue 
to· coept speaking in tongues, glossolalia in <lrk, as a sign of the spirit's presence. Even tho Llc: 
later described that kind of spealdng(see 10:.46 and 19:6) wino idea 't:hilt it was ~usual, that is not 
what is described in Acts 2. What we have here is the miraculous pwr to speak in ell the languaps 
of the world, and to be underst by all who heard. Imagine someone speaking on world-wide radio 
program, w/satellites beaming the signal. to all people eve.rywliere, and whatev r language was used 
was 1 tantly understood by all who heard, in all the hundreds of languages, and .1000s of dialects, 
and ac ents. A year ago, while we vere in Italy, there was a full-page, in evel'Y' newspaper in 
Engl and on the continent,· announcing that in .a very ho:rt time Go(\ would speak to all people every­ 
where, to announce the coming end of the age, and that everyone would hear tbe v o~e or God clearly 
in his head, and would know that it was God speaking, and all would hear it in1h'6r own language. 
If that has yet happened I •m worried, for I did n.ot hear it, but that is an example. Read the rest 
of this portion f the chapter, to see that there' were people f'rcm all over the world-·! countt lS 
nations listed--and all underst in their native language. This was not meaningless gil;>berish, this 
was t.heproclama.t. of the risen lord. This was the bridging of the language gap that began at the tow 
er of Babel; eYer;y nation under heaven, we read, heard them and under tood. There are 2 meanings in 
this event: one is that the first e.tfect of being filled w/God•s spirit is to speak, to tell llbat 

·· has happened; when spirits are oYernowing they find acpression in speech.. The othfµ- is that the pie 
ture we have here is a prophecy of the un.iYersality of the gospel, which shall be to all people,and 
all shall hear it and understand it. And note well that it will not happen by c pelling all pe ple 
to lsarn one la:i guage, as Mohammed heard his Qod say; it w.Ul be instead by blessing diversity, 
sanctifying pluralism, by showing that eve17 person• s language mq be hallowed by the word of ()od, 
and that all of us, thmgh different, can still sing.in ·harmony. And people beard the 120 speaking 
in eve:rybody8s language, telling of the resurriction, and SOJ!le laighedJ these people.areqdrullk on 
new wine. Peter repllad to the charge. Acts 2: 14-18. This is only a small part of Peter's J:ll'O;Cl.am 
read it all •. '.lhis·may well be the earliest apology, or defense ot the Goappl, that anyone gave, and 
it is here that the author has let his ource speak out of his primitive understanding• Wbat I want 
to aay about it applies to the entire sermon, not just ·to t beae few veraes--but ote that the death 
of J is the great pr blem; it would prevent people fran accepting J as the promised mes ah, the xr. 
And we see in this sermon that the first evangelists spoke to convince people that Jesus fi.t all the 
requiremts of the proJ,ileci.es. The cross is still an .embarrassmt, SO days after; it is t central 
as it would beco to Paw.. Nor is .faith a prerequisite to sal.vat here, even tho when k wrote, in 
the BO•s, Xty had become the proclainat ot salvat thl"1 faith in J Xr, that is not here. What is here 
is the emphasis upon the resurr·as the proof .of J·•s messiahship, that wiped away the effect of the 
disgraceful death, that it satisfied the requiremts of scripture. ((Acta 2: 37-38.)) One ot,,her thing 
needs emphasis here; n 17-18 are taken f:rom the prophecy of Joel, ab<iit 356 yrs earlier, where ·the 
sign the pouring out of the spirit upon all tmankind would e that young and n would proph 
lfy, which 1 NT means preaching, uttering exhortats and teachiDg11 men and w<IQe , not just men; un­ 
less your women are allowed to prophesy then Peter's proot-t xt for the gift of the spirit falls in­ 
Yalid. (Text here) Thos who heard asked tor instructions·, and Peter told than: repe it and be bap­ 
tised, and you too hall receive the gift ot the holy spirit• God in Ir wishes to enter evecy life 
and mak:B it full, and exciting, and warm, and empowered to face all that lite can throw at us. Ask - , 
and it shall be given. · 

• I 



3•20-83. Expanding. Not long ago there was a public-opinion poll taken among church people. One 
question 'W&S1 'What makes a church grow? and some of the answers were instructive. A considerable 
pct replied that it is parlcing space; a large parking lot next to the church, and a highly visible 
location on one of. the main lines of traffic. Others thought it was the appearance of the church .. - 
it has to look like a church; white wood with steeple• r soft pink briD\c. others said that the cl 
to church growth was a jazzed-Alp program for special ~ups-.,..een-agera, singles, after-retiremt,. a 
basketball court, a day-care center for pre-schoolers, and at least one meal a day in the church kit 

. caan. As I sa7, all of that is instructive. What10uld you say if you were asked?. whatd>es JQake a 
church grow? and· is fJ'ow't.h important? does 1t really matter how many we are, if Xr is present where­ 
ever two or three of us are gathered in his name? I think it does NHiS" mat.ter, and I think the an 
swers we give to what makes a church grow are also important. That is the subj we have for today, 
texts Act 2,6. This qr we are studying Acts, the. 2d vol in Lk•s story- of the founding and spread of 
Xn Ch. Ut)Jl.ike the other 3 gospel-writers we have in NT canon, Lk continued his acct on past the f.S­ 
cension and the great. commission, tor, quite simply, the st.ory did not end there. In a significant 
sense it was only beginning, and that is· what Lk saw. Today we have the )d in a miniseries on the 
e!lrly Ch; two weeks ago it was the expectant felwshp, last week it was the empowered felsh:I>, today 
it is the expanding felshp. In all of these we have concentrated on the two or three wks folwg the 
resurrection; 40 days after that came the ascension, and 10 days la.ter came Pentecost and the gi.t't 
ot the spirit. That changed a little band of frightened disciples into bold witnesses. Peter 
preached his sennon, the earliest defense of the gospel we have, and Lk used it in lt.s histor,y .X. 
just as he gQt it frCl'll his sources, and not as he might have wished it to be. And it was a powerful 
sermon. It is recorded that 3000 souls were added to the number of b.elievers. We are told uothing 
about that great enrollmt, who they were, what their condition. It is cpite lilcel;r that many had 
heard J teach,1n the temple, or had seen him heal the sick; some may have been themselve.s healed; 
others may have watched him die, or heard about the crucifixion. Less than two months had passed, 
not long at any time, verythort indeed among the ancients. And when they heard .?eter declare that 
the same Jesus whom they had crucified bad arisen and that God had made him both Lord and Christ, 
they were cut to the heart; they believed, and they acted upon theirbeliet. The felshp expanded 
on that day, the great trans:fonnat .had begun; ·never again would ·it be on the defensive. But oqd]J 
enough there was still fear. Llc 2: 43-47. ·Before .we loo le at these lines I want to remind you ot 
what we talked about last wk, tor today' a lesson is a e ontinuat of that. I have read the last parag 
of A~ts 2, and that is one of the most illlportant chapters in NT. It begins w/gift of spirit and w/ 
speaking in tongues, .·acStatic expression ot relig emotion; it ends w/comminal living and concern for 
reeding the hungry who suddenlY joined the felwshp after P•8 sermon. In those two scenes wehave 
a foreshadowing ot the 2 upjsemeS' we still have w/us. At one end of the spec~nm are the charis~ 
~s, who speak in incomprehensible gibberiSh under ·the inspirat o fttbe spirit. At tbe other end 
are those. who !busy themselves w/feeding the hungry, translating their !a'Dh into :a stew~dshp of 
ethics, taking part in the peace movemt, the nuclear freeze, in marches tor civil rights and justic 
perhaps al.so in a genderized world in which women are sometimes treated as less than men. At one 
end, the ecstatics, at the other, the activists who want whales protected and the environment kept 
free from pollution. And in the middle of Acts 2, and in the .middle between those ext.rmnes, Peter 
preached as ermon, he proclaimed the fJ)spel. And in that textual arrangemt there is meaning: that 
we are to have our ecstasies, and we are to help the neecty, but the mission of the church is neither 
of these; it is proclamation. I need to do that.review, even tho it is repetitious, for a bit la­ 
ter we must return to it. Now, in the words :t have read, Lk says that- fear came upon every S<Nl, 
and that takes some explaining •. Some of the students think it does not, for they argue that these 
words are out of place here; and they do fit in Chap S, vv S & u. But if' they do belorig here, if 
they haYe not crept here from chap$, then we must see the word not as terror but as awe, not as fear 
but as faith. Thruout OT there are referenceir '\o those who fear God and keep his comdmts; here it 
is a sense of reverent wonder at the miracles taking place among them •. 'lbe aRostles were the means 
ot working many wonders and signss we are not told what these·were, but in Chap 3 it was an actr0f 
healing. Wonders and signs is the common OT equivalent tor miracles, any act 14lich sets asid&·n.at• 
ural law and which reuals the presence of Gad. Those early believers also ate together, they broke 
bred together, and they practiced a simple form of c01'11l11Wlal.ism. I have heard many people call this 
communism, I have even heard them argue that because it failed, or was abandoned, it teaches that 
communism itself is doomed. ~here are two things that.need say,ing about that experiment in communi­ 
ty property. One is that it was naver communism. This past wk we noted the centennial of the death 
of K Marx, with some articles and repDrts on his lll"itings. Even a superficial perusal of his writ­ 
ings will show that the state socialism of east.em Europe is not communism either. Who was it, Pla­ 
t.o, who said that the worst form or govt is always a perversion of the best, and in the most tyran­ 
nical and authoritarian of the socialist states we can see the truth of that'4')horism. If the Xn has 
two shirts he is to give one to his neighbor, for mammon, or love of property, is the enell\Y of God 

for our ultimate allegiance; the love of money, and material possessions, is the root of all 
evil. Now, take that insight., and then compell all people willing or not to give of their 



1abor and t.ime and thinking to support an army of privileged office-holders and you haYe a.perver­ 
sion of t.be best •. I think, and some of you have heard ma say, that. pvt property is destructive, tha 
"the possessive pronouns ·are evidence ot sin among us, that when the lcgdm of God· comas among men 
there will be a community of self .. giv:Lng ·love that will make ownerllhip obsolete. It will be volun­ 
tary and it will a>mplete. Seftlli6-aae s ialist leaders do not dare read Marx, and when they see 
his teachings taken out of his books and put~practice, as in Poland in the past two years, they 
oppose it wl.th martial law and imprisonmts. ~alisbs, 'tiee, tev Marx as a threat. te their mrner- 
:Jltfir• What Marx opposed was the .inhumanity of industrialism, and what he proposed was community, .. 
In Jerus there was a community where people shared -what they had, b,r selling tmir goods and giving 
the proeeeds to the common treasury, OU.t of lihich all ate. They also attended the t ample together, 
they ate together in their houses, they praised God, they studied the scriptures together. And in 
those rev words we have an answr to' our cpestion, how does a church grow? Note the ingredients pre­ 
sent among those early Xns: there was fear and reverence among them, something had happened to them 
and they were grateful and glad tor it, they had anaactive community that was not just a Sunday mom 
ing·thing. There was no parking lot nearby, but the spirit· was at work, there was an active aware­ 
ness of the transcendent among them, and they.had a felovshp. But even as I describe the condits 
that might answ our question I must add that with all of those qualities they al o had a diYision 
and a quarrel in- the community. Acts 6: 1-7. rn· these few lines we have the beginnings of a Grlc 
Xty that was already breaking the narrow b'Oiids of the church. We have also a puzzle. tor students of 

·Aets~ There ·is a break with what has gone before, and we are back to the probl ot feeding people, 
as at the end of Chap 2, as thoJ..~,4,S, were inserted into the atory. And, some thinlci some other 
materials hav~ been ·left out • ..,.ere is a full-blown argumt between Jewish Xns and converts among 
the Jews who have adopted Grk language and ways; we get the impression that it has been going on tor 
some time, but there is no earlier reference to it. There is also ntion of the daily distribut of 
food, about which we have been told nothing, but here it is thrcrwntin as though everybody is aware 
of what is meant. The division betw Jewish and Hell.aniStic Ins was a threat to the f'hspp; the vi­ 
dowa ·in the Grk-Jevish group canplained that they were not getting·their share of food. Aha, you 
say, there is the fail.ire ot the noble experiment in communal living. But s<nething was done a out 
it. The ll called the Ch together and said a strange thing, v .2: it is not right that we should 
stop preaching the word of God to serve tables. Now, when you15.rst read that you think you have ne­ 
ver heard so arrogant a suggestion. Notso Yery ·much earlier, J had taught them that if they really 
wanted to be great they must be servants, he said . that the first among them would be last, and the 
last first. Anyone who gives a oup ot cold water to a disciple shall have his reward. And now here 
ar& these pe ple sayi.ng t,hey ·have lllOre import.ant things to do ·than to wait o tables. Who do they 
think they are? Ar. the preachers of the word to be the new nobility:, with manials to do the dirty 

k and wash the bottles a d the pots? That's what it· says, and rq first reaction is to kick. i:t 
real hard. That •s snobbish, that's seltish, that does not tit in with the new conmninity. But wait. 
Take a look at those words in the light of the arrangemt of the text in Chap 2. · There· was the char­ 
isma, and there was the common table With the activists, and in the midst ot them, symbolic ot super 
iority, was the procl.amat. And that is what the l2 arie saying here. Once again we are told that 
the mission ot the church is preaching, oot providing. The church, they are saying, gr>ws w/proclam, 
not w/kitchens and psrking lots. Note that the 12 did NOT say, we are going to sto:p feeding th 
lellovsbp, no re family night supperaJ miat they •aid was that they needed some admi.n assistance. 
There are hungry :People in t·he .w rld; the pool' you have w/you always,. there are sick people needing 
heali'Dg, there are orphans and widovs·and the elderly who need shelter, there are people in prison 
who need visitors who care, and we can ignore none of these needs •. There are soup kitchens in our 
town feeding hungry people (!Jfery day, and the downtown churches are ahel taring the homeless. I get 
angry en I hear our denom ldrs want to cast off every instit whic oes not Jll&k:e the proclamat, 
even to the sale for pro.fit ot that beautf'tl -use-bly by the sea·. sed to carry 
out the terms of Mr. Redwine •s will; why should ·they keep that shoreline he dev Schools and 
hospitals and suppertables are important, but that ·1s not priJlar,r. It is a·matter priorities & 
p&r9P8Ctives. Am so the Ch chose the 7, all of vhan were Hellenistic DD J81fS, who were to repre- 
sent the .Grk members as the l2 repres the Jetish Xns!*Only two of them do hear of again·-Philip 
and stephen--and we hear of them because they did KOT spend their d ~ waiting tables. Philip met 
thail Ethiopian~ on the road to .Gaza and t.aught him; and Stephen preached in the synagog w/such 
effect that he·was stoned to death. His blood was the seed of the chUl'ch, for Paul was watching. 

So what is the secret ot Ch growth? First is the presence and work of the holy spirit; then 
there is the fellowshp, eating and pray:Lng and studying together; and above all there is the procla­ 
mation that the .J whom you crucified is lord and Xr by the pwr of God. Presenting that claim to 
the world is the mission of the church, and the most satisfactory sertice to God and to man .. 

*"'l'hese were .called Deacons, fr<;1n the Greek verb meaning to serve. 



3-27-8.3. Philip. ·One of the more exciting tnell'J.Ories I have of my childhood was of reading about 
J ean-Fran9ois Cbampollion and the translat of Egyptian hitroglyphics. When he was a young boy he 
saw eX&mples of that strange andbtautiful writing, and was disappointed to learn that its meaning 
had been lost, that no one could read it. Bu) Cham.pollion solYed the riddle; he cracked the. code 
of that ancient language, and to do it he made use or the Rosetta stone, a small pie•foe of rock 
which is now in a prominent place in the BritMus. Discovered by a French army officer in Egy in 
1799, the Rosetta has a statemt in Grk, which was easily readible, and the same message in the anc­ 
ient writing of the Egys. So using Grk, which was known, Champollion was able to read hierogl.ypbe 
which were not known. It was an illustr of the Euclidean proposition that things equal to the same 
thing are equal to each other; it was also an illustr of the meaning of th events we shall read a­ 
bout today, textActs 8. We are still in our stiudy of Acts, the 2d n>lume of Uc• s story of the establ 
and growth of :the Xn Ch; ·with tod'V we mgin a series of lessons about the s:>od news; today the topic 
is good news for outsiders, and ii.t is another part of the st.pry of the expanding Ch that was blreak­ 
ing the narrow bonds in which it was born. Last wk we read about the apt.mt of 7 believers w/Grk 

·names and backgrounds--not Gentiles, but Jews of the disper.sion; only 2 of them are heard of again. 
Of Stephen and his sermon and his• death w do not read; read it, it is in Chap 7 ,- and the sermon is 
given in more detail than any other in Acts. Lk must ha•e considered it important to give it so 
much space. But note that while Stephen was chosen one of the deacons, with the assignmt of waiting 
on tables and making sure that all membs of the felwshp got their fair share of the food distribu­ 
tion, he refused to stay in the kitchen. He went down to the synagog of the freed slaves, and there 
he preached, and with such effect, and fervor, that he was stoned to death for it. Now for today we 
have a portion or Chap 8, in which we read of the activ, or a part of the a ctivs, of another of that 
group of table-waiters,- Philip. And he too broke out of the cage of the dining room; he'8.les pro­ 
claimed the word, the good news. When Stephen was martyred there was a general flight of believers 
out of Jerus, though the 12 stayed in tlie city. The others obeyed the instruction of J--ir persecut 
ed in one city, he said, go on to another one, and shake the dust of the violent one off your shoes. 
Faith and bravery go with a strong dash ot comm.on sense, or prudent self'-peeservation, as rrry prof' of 
ethics called it; part of valor is discretion. And here the hand of violence became the spreader of 
the seeds. I once watched a man try to put cit a· campfire by kicking the burning embers, and for a 
short time what he really did was to scatter the sparks so that a number of small fines was started. 
That is what happened with this scattering--the sower went f'otth to sow, and everywhere the seed was 
thrown a hardy plant s proutied. Lk traced several of those lines of growth, and the first o t than. is 
the story of Philip, who ·went into Samaria, to the north of Jerus and Judea. It wa.a .the next step 
in obeying the camand- we call the great commission. And Philip was one of ·those se.t apart for 
ly secular work, by those Who underst that the proclamat was the primary function of the Ch; the Cl'>. 
made Philip a deacon, but the Lord made h1ltl an evangelist, a missionary, the first we ·know about who 
travelled about to preach. And he was an evangelist for a long time to come; we catch a last sight 
of him in Chap 21, where he is host to Lk am Paul in Caesarea. But his first preaching was in Sam­ 
aria, and soon the apostles in Jerus hear&l that the spirit was at work there, and sent a delegat, 
Peter & John, to investigate. -Philip ·had gone on his own into Samaria; he had no divine CODlll'land to 
go there, other than the ·expanding ripples .of action that a're described in the Grt Cammi.a. His next 
action was at the direct command of the spirit. Acts 8: 25-31. Philip might w-11 have wondered 
lily' he was being takenout of s ervice in the populous cities in Samaria and sent out to a desert pla 
The road t'o Gaza was a dusty path that went down the hill from Jerus, to Bethlehem and Hebron, and 
met the main highway to Egypt at a point near Gaza. Because ot the clouds ot dust, Wheeled vehicles 
plodded along very slowly. And it was a lonely part of the world. Old Gaza, alillut 2 miles fran the 
sea, had been destroyed in 4th Cen B.c. ·by Alex-Great; there was a small village, New Gaza, that wld 
be desmoayed byt he }!omans in A.D. 66. Yep, it was a desert place; why sand a successf preacher to 
a bit or dry rock? ifut Philip went immediateq, not knowing where he was going, or wby he was go­ 
ing there. As Alea McLaren said, the river on which we sail winds, and not till we round the near­ 
e~ bend do we see the c ourse beyond. But as we obey the light we have, the way before us opens & 

. becomes clear; an obedient heart is not left in uncertainty. And as he walked along that dusty road 
he met a man riding slowly along in a bhariot, probl a 2-wheeled vehicle pulled by two horses, and 
as he rode along he was reading, and even reading aloud, maybe because reading a strange language 
was difficult for him. And lilen Philip heard what llhe man was reading, he knew why he had been or­ 
dered to that particular place at that time. The man' was an Ethiopian govenunt official, and isn't 
it sad that we do not know his name? But le-t •s look at him, for he is an important link not only 
in the expanding ch but also in our underst of how those early Xns underst the meaning of the Miss 
Some have considered this man a Gentile, a non-Jew, one of the great host of people who lived -in the 
Grk-Roman world beyond Judea. There is no evid that Lk: wanted the story to be seen that way. In Ch 
101 which we mu.st ~tin this series, tells about Corneli-a.s, a Roman army officer, who. sent a dele- 
gation to Peter asking him to come to Caesarea to teach him, and it is ciear that Lk intends this 
event to be the beginning of the mission to the Gentiles. In this s tcr y there is no indicat that 



Lk thought that a milestone had been passed, or a preced nt·eithertroken or set •. The man was an 
Ethiopian, which means he was. a Nubian, a-b Laek man, living_ in the Nile valley south of Egy itself'. 
He was a pilgrim going back all the many hundreds of miles to his home, after a visit in Jerus to 
worship, perhaps· to attend the relig festivals of the spr;i.ng season. He was a convert to Judaism, 
at :the very least, if not born a Jew;· that he was reading a portion of 2d Isaiah shows him to be a 
man· who wants to learn about the faith, a seeker, a devout inan. He was also a eunuch, as often hap ... 
pened to men selected to administer the treasury and the harea of an eastem ruler. And that is 
what made him an outsider, for eunuchs, mc:m wh,o had been ~culated, were considered unfit to enter 
the temple t.o worship, they could not become priests, though in later prophetic writing there is evi 
dance of a less rigid n•kdsi treatmt of them. He was an official in the govt ot Candace, the quee 
of the country in which he lived; the name Candace is her title and not her. name, it is. like Caesar 
or Pharoah, a name for the ruler. That was the man Philip met on the Gau. road, and he ran up to 
Ch chariot to listen to what tm man was reading. Acts Sf 30•33· Now. we are getting closer to the 
Rosetta stone 'that will enabl us to get· an insight into. the thinking of early Xns, perhaps even the 
interpret.at of scripture that the risen Lord taught the disciples _in those days after theresurrect. 
The quotat the Ethiop was reading was the,Grk translat of the Hebe for Isa.53: 7,8, nd is a part 
of the suf'fering servant prophecies of OT. That was, .and is, an idea, a concept, that is diffic for 

.us to underst, as it was diffic for the Jews .to underst. That good men must take upon themselves 
the burden of the folly, the thoughtlessness, the guilt of evil men, in order that they might be 
rescued trom the errors of their ways,,is strange to us. )le can -undQrst that a person should be he 
acccuntable for his own behavior; if a person break the law, he should receive punis~. But that 
one man break the law, and someone who is ~nnocent receive .the punisbmt, that is the probl. It c 
out Qt injustice.· It·• s not fair. And yet that is ..mat the Xn Ch has proclaimed .from its birth.And 
it is that which sets it apart from other relig understandings. W~ can accept it when God re~eals 
·himself in power, _when God speaks to a weak person JJ.lld makes hims trong, a mighty leader in battle, 
a ruler who uplifts his people and who exalts God. The Jews never forgot the greatness of their 
nation under. KgDavid, tha.t was tbe golden age, and they wanted to get back to it •. It was the mes­ 
sianic dream, the promise that thru pain and exile, in def eat and humiliat, some day the · r.oyal line 
would be restored, the throne ot David put back in place, and the glory of God shine for. all to see. 
But there was another cfefinit of messiah, God's anointed, and it was best expreseed in 2d Isaiah, 
those exuberent, poetic lines that come after Chap 40.. There we read that the innocent must suffer 
that the guilty may be forgiven; he was despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquain­ 
ted w/grief ••• ha was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities, w/his stri 
we are hea1ed. That is what th Ethiop was reading, and he asked, as we do, what does it mean? Acts 
8: 34-39. Now we have it, we _have the connection; this i.s the first de.finite applica'tion of the 
suffering ·fervant prophecie.s to what Jesu~ did • Now we can underst what J had taught his disciples 
in those days after the resurrection. Philip explained the scriptures and told the Ethiop the good~ 
news, the gospel, of· J. And the Ethiop was baptized; note that v.37 is missing in the bast of the 
mss and has been anitted in RSV; they are ·in lhat is called the Western text, and make whats ome 
call the earliest baptismal creed; note that it is not the 'trinl,.tarian expression·, for it is older 
than that. He was baptised and he no longer needed HliliJh- who disappeared .from him; now; he went 
on his way rejiicing, for he· understood. He had been looking fort he w,rong messiah; it was not to 
be the restorat of the royal 1ine, not t~e secular state of·old Judea; it was to be.the sufferer, 
the one w/o pwr, wino kingly clothing or insignia, but who has instead a self-giving, vicarious role 
to play. It is love in its fullest sense, that. uncaused, unmerited polll"ing out of innocent blood 
that we who are gJ1ilty may find pardon fQr o.ur transgressions. Tod~ is. palm sunday; it was about 
a month. ago that ;we read of. the triumphAl entry, w/palm~r~nc)les in the road, but with· the son of 
man riding upon a lowly 13onkey. And t n, he was tta~n, and .cruc.,if';i.ed as a common criminal), he was 
whipped and driven 1:hrough the streets ~is ~lood was spf led _and there were ugly marks upon his back 
Now, from this meeting in the destert l?etw Philip and an unnamed pilgrim 'we know that it was neces­ 
saey because God chose to f1:il the messianic hope w/asuffer.ing servant. Here is the link that 
coni'inns the fact; like the osetta s~ne it brings together two ~vents which have not been fil'DlY 
connected earlier--one was the group of prophecies about th~ sufferer who saves '1S, .a DU.nor theme in 
OT Hebr thought, and the other was the good n~a of J. That is the major lesson we have ~n these 
verses, b\lt there is another 'we must not overlook. Earlier in· the acct we have seen how uod in the 

1holy spirit acted directly to change peoples' minds an!3 lives. But in the story of Philip and the 
Ethiop"traveller on the Gaza road we see something new. The holy spirit could have told that pilgrim 
w})at he needed to know about the meaning of the prophecy; an angel could have taught· him, but did 
not. Instead the spirit instructed a human agent to go to that desert place and carry out a divine 
assig,nment, and that is a significant thing. It marks the transfer ot the missionary effort to our 
kind, now it is up to us. The work of evangelism will henceforth be done by God-called and spirit­ 
filled , but otherwise ordinary human beings. That is an exciting and thrilling assignmt, and it 

is for all of us to take up. 



4-3-83. Paul. Here we are at Easter again, with its ancient creed, the oldest of them. all~-he is 
risen, the Lord is risen. That is the first and most important proclamat of the Ch, for all the 
rest of the doctrine and the experience of the incarnat rest upon the resurrection. If Xr be not 
risen, Paul told the Corinthians, then all our preaching is vain, and a+l your faith in vain; if Xr 
be not risen then for all of us there is no hope, this life is meaningless, and death is final; i.f 
Xr be not risen, then there is no forgiveness of sins and we are all under judgm:t, with no defense. 
If Xr be not risen, then no creed makes any difference, no article of faith matters. It would be 
immaterial which day we set aside for public worship, or what is the proper method and meaning of 
baptism, or any ot the other details we treat with such care. But in the midst of _our despair there 
comes to us that ancient proclamat, he is risen, he is risen indeed, and all our· unoertaintit!s fade 
away. That is what Easter means; it is the foundat stone upon which all else depends; without it 
the stripes he bore upon his back meant nothing except pain, they would not heal us except that he 
overcame all that evil could do to him. The cross is a lightning roli; it receives all the fiery 
darts of the wicked, and grounds them harmlessly so that weiimay live. And the effect of it is still 
happening; for toda,y the lesson is about an appearance of the risen Lord some years after the resur­ 
rection, text Acts 9 •. In this lesson we meet Paul, the greatest evangelist and the most competent. 
defender of the faith, the theologiaa who explained the meaning of the cross and the resurre.ction, 
'the giant of the early Ch, the central portrait in the gallery of the apostles. And from the entry 
of Paul upon the scene, Lk • s story widens still further with 1he missions to the Gentiles, which sbal 
occupy us for the remainder of the course • Paul is unusual in many ways. He was born in Tarsus, 
the capital of the ROmcin province of Cilicia on S coast of AsMin, be was botha Roman and a Jewish 
citizen, both inherited from his father, a tent-maker. He was well educated in Grlc learning, at the 
{!niv in Tarsus, though he found but s light use for it in his wor~. He was also a product of the 
rabbinical school of the Pharisees in Jerus, the strictest Jewish sect,_the most dedicated tcs pro­ 
tecting the law. His teacher was Gamaliel, that wise counsellor who told the Sanhedrin not to h.aTm 
the apostles, for if their plan is of man it will fail, but if it~ of God you cannot overcame it. 
He must have been a bit chagrined to see his stud~1mt Saul acting in so violent a fashion soon after. 
For Saul, or Paul, was the most bitter of the enemies ot the Ch, a young radical fanatic who consid­ 
ered J a blasphemer and a moral anarchist qecause he put man's needs above the law, abov~ the sab­ 
bath, even above the temple. He was present in the group that stoned Stephen to death; "the executq 
who cast the stones laid their co ats at Paul's feet for safe-keeping--a recognit that he was one o"'f 
them. And when that martyrdom sent the believers scurrying out of~, shaking the dust off their 
feet, this young man 'was not satisfied. He wanted to go forth and hunt them down, dig tharn up out 
of their hiding holes, ltip the infant in its cradle. Acts 9: 1-2. The chapter begins w/word but, 
which is intended to contrast Philip 1 s continuing ministry with Saul• s continuing hatred. But Saul, 
still, or yet, bre-3thing threats, and the word still connects w/v. ) of the previous chapter, where 
Paul was lajing waste the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and 
commit tea them to prison. That is true 2Bal,. this was no momentary outburst of mger, this was an en­ 
during thing, that might become a life's work. And he now began to think not about prison, but 
death, for the heretics. Anc;i from entering house au.er house in Jerus he will follow the fugitives 
~o Damascus. So he went to the high priest and asked authority to pursue his vendetta, and in the 
language as we have it he used the earliest expression for the Ch. If he found any belonging to. the 
Way, men or women. The Way. That is the oldest name for the band of believers. The name In was 
not in general use in 1st Cen, before complet of NT writings. Instead the group referred to them­ 
selves as disciples, believers, saints, brethren, as if they were trying out names to see how they 
fit, and sounded. And ! think all of those at one time oralother were used as the name of a cenanin. 
But for a short time another name was popular, the Way. It appears 5 times in Acts, and nowhere 
else in Nr, and in every case it is preceded by the Grk definite .article, THE Way. I have known 
people in this generat who like that title, and use it, even tho it did not catch on among apostles. 
But it has its signif, that Xty is not a creed or an institut, or even a community, rut a way of 
life that takes in all that we are, not, as someone has s~d, a way of doing certain things, but a 
certain way of doing all things; it is practical, it meets all of man's nature and obligate. It if 
were a creed, that would be something to believe, but it is instead an agenda, something.to be done, 
it is active, it goes somewhere, it is a wq. It gives direction to life and it gives power to go 
thru with 'it. So Saul asked to go to Damascus, to see whether any belonging to the Way were there. 
He got the permission he asked, and also some attendants to help him in his inquisition, and fort.h 
they W9nt upon that all-important road to Damascus. For just ahead of ~t fire-breathing Saul was 
a catacl.Ysmic experience, a shattering upheaval, a miracle that changed him forever. Acts 9: J-9. 
This is one of the turning points in human history, and its effects are. still with us. Those of us 
who are of the Way from a Gentile background find in 'this event our birth certificate, we trace our 
roots to that blinding flash of light. Paul himself lived in itSlight for the remaimer of his life 
Four times in the short book that is the NI' this event is described by Paul himself--twice in I Cor, 
once in II Cor, and in Oal 1--and in the Aets, besides this acct, Paul is quoted in two speeches 



'l-itt~ ~ 
in which he himself' described what1apprnecr to him--Ch 22, 26:--So it is a central event, one ·that 
picked up the chief angagonist and made of him the evangelist and founder of the Ch. We find it an 
uncomfortable teaching; we don't like sudden changes that drop out of nowhere. So people have specu 
lated that Saul was suffering i~iaace b8cause he had seen Stephen die forgiving his killers, 
and that he may have been. ~there was in no description of the event, et.ther by Paul or Luke, 
that it happened. Another reason we have trouble with it is that it is a miracle, a supernatural 
intrusion of God intb human affairs, ·where he maa to right to venture. It was no probl at all to 
the man who was made blind, who heard the voice, who SA.W, even though he was blinded, the risen 
lord. And that if;J the meaning of this encounter to Easter. Paul counted himself one of the apos­ 
tles, those whose experience w/J was at first hand, those who were witnesses to the resurrection, 
be:cause of what happened to him that day on that road. Am.I not an apostle? he asked the Corinthians 
Have I not seen J our Lord? To the Galatians he said that God who called hint thr\i his grace, was 
pleased to reveal his Son· to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles. And in his 
essay upon the resurrection, I Cor 15, he began with a listing of the appe aranoes of t he risen Lord,, 
proof's too numerous to f'abricate--f'irst to Peter, then to the 12 (yep, he wrote 12), then to a gath­ 
ering of more than 500 brethren at one time, and some or them are still alive and can witness to it. 
Then to James, and to the apostles. Last 0£ all, as to one untimely bom, he appearee also to me. 
There was for Paul no difference between the appearances of the risen~ to his disciples and the 
appe~ance to himself. He had 9een J our Lord just as surely as had tlie original inner band. It 
was an outward and visible manitestat, but it was also an inner revelation ••• God was pleased to re­ 
veal his. Son to me. Thus the greatest of Xn teachers, who has infiuenced more people than any other 
man who ever lived, was made an apostle by a miracle, and the miracle was a meeting with the risen 
Lord. It was not an angel who turned Paul around, nor a human agent as Philip, it was J himself. 
Saul, Saul, why do you perse_cute me? he asked. We must look to the )d descr of the event, in Chap 
26, to find those words I found so dramatic as a boy--it hurts you to lcinlc aga1,nst the goads. Since 
·we no longer plow w/oxen we do not even understand the imagery. And immediately Paul knew who it 
was who was speaking to him, but he said, who are you, Lord? And hemsd, I am J, whom you are per­ 
secuting. He died, but he arose, he .lives, he is still intruding, still acting. That is the mesg 
of Easter. And because he lives we all have hope, we can lmow that lite and love are victorious 
over sin and death, and "!ihat by faith we too can meet the risen Lord, and k;now him as an indwelling 
guest. And so the attendants led Saul to Damascas where for J days he fasted, and remained blind. 
The other actor in the drama is one Ananias, a truly brave and faithful srul. Acts 9: 10-19. I 
think it obvious that none of us would have asked tor Anan:tas' assignmt. It was like goihg to put 
a 1eaeh on a wildly mad dog; ,he bit.es, he drage people out ot their hou es. He was not the same -'11- 
anias as the synonym for liar, he was probl.not one of the fugitives, .tor what he says about Saul 
seems to indicate he knew <;>fit only by hearsay, and had not been among them in Jerus. I have heard 
from many about this man, he said, and he is dangerous. To Ananias also J appeared, but there seems 
to be a di:ft; to Paul it was the risen J, to Ananias it wa~ a vision. So, assured that.it was God's 
will, he went around to 1:he house where Saul was, lYing lonely in the darkness, probl overwhelmed 
'tu the wrong course his life had been taking. He may now even have remembered the words of Gamaliel 
--if it is of Ood j;ou cannot overcome it; you might even be found opposing God. And in that brood­ 
ing dark lay Saul, his past life shattered. Ananias came to him with love and trust; Brother Saul, 
he said, and in those words he gave evidence of that something new under the sur1. How strange to 
speaker and hearer were those words--the persecutor now called brother by one of the Way. How hum­ 
bly would the proud Pharisee bow to receive the gift of tb.Ef holy spirit from the hands he had come 
to bind in chains. And w1 th new eyes he now looked out upon a world in lbich all things had been 
turned exactly around, all things JIBXDll were new, because there fell from his eyes something like 
scales, and as quiclcly as the blinding, so came back the sight. Thus was Paul ordail\ed, and given 
the spirit, by Ananias, who was neither apostle nor church official; and yet he had the power. And 
it is s1fP1it that Paul•a entry into the Way did not come from the recogn ldrs; he was not brought 

.into the Ch~ the apostles, nor did he owe to them his first .lessons in Xty from human lips. Later 
he wolll.d say that he was an apostle, not from men, neither thru men. Later hew ould haYe occasion 
to ditfer with .the .apostles in the Jerus church, and in that debate he had a strong weapc)n; he was 
an apostle by the ha.nd of J, and with the special assignmt of preaching to the Gentiles. 

Here we .are at Easter again, with itsmcient creed, the oldest of them all--he is ris , the 
Lord is risen. We know it, we see it, by the eyesight of faith; f'or until we do, we are blind, to 
the direction c;>f lite, to the meaning otli.fe, to the Way we take to live it triumphantly. With 
·raith the scales fall away, and we can see, for a tinse as if in a dark:aned mirror, but then we shall 
see directly. For h' is risen, he DOES live. · 



4-10-83. Enemies. Long ago I heard a .story about a man who stayed home from ch one Sun morn, and 
while the rest of the family was away he decided to finish cooking the dinner. The roast was in the 
oven, carrots simmering in the pan, so he would cook the rice. He did not know how it expands; he 

t put in lots of rice, 3 or 4 cupsful, so there would be enough for everyone. And he put in some wa­ 
ter and he put the pan on the blrner and he went back to 1he Sun paper. Soon the family re tllrned 
morning worship and went into the kitchen :£0 find four inches of rice on the ld.tcaan floor, with 
still more oozing out of the saucepan. He .learned a lesson that :when you start cooking rice it has 
to expand; nothing can stop it. And that, in a small way, is the lesson we have for today; it is 
the story of th giant step the Ch made in ts growth for· a small cOJJDUunity in Jerus to a world-wide 
movemt, text Acts 11. There are .still ch~hists who debate which of the 2, Peter or Paul, was the 
greater man. Last wk we read of the Damascus road conversion o! Saul who became Paul; Paul was the 
scholar, the thinker, thewiter; it is not too much to say t t·had Paw. been ilU,.terate the story 
of the Ch wuld have taken a diff coul'se. But then there wa Peter, the warmly impulilve fishennan, 
the doer, them of faith who blurted out the conf~ssion at Caesarea Philippi,upon which the Ch is 
built--thou art the Xr the son of the living God. He was the first of the apostles, the pastor who 
was colllll8Jlded to feed the sheep. He had his probls adjusting his Galilean background to the enormi- 
ty of the God who had entered his life. He first appeared in .Acts as the pracher of Pentecost, am 
then as the healer of the lame man, and as the judge of Ananias who lied about selling his property. 
He defied the high priest with the fiery words, we must obey God rather than men, and that was a 
100asure of Peter's growth; it was not so long before that that Peter was saying, when all seemed w/o 
hope, I don't know about the rest of you, but I'm going fishing. But God broke into tt;tat plan, and 
once aga.\,n,..P,tC\c~<})lp Peter and turned him around and gave him a shove. Tod&i.V we see him growing e­ 
ven more,~ut of the saucepan and spreading all over the·Iloor, in a new direQtion that must 
have been fri~•ening. But it was a necessary break in the dike, for the infant Ch had to move out 
or its cradle and become a. faith forttie entire world. It could. no longer remain the exclusive relig 
of Jewish converts. And note the lines of growth as Lie traced them. First was the teaching by Ste­ 
pean that led to his martyrdom and all that came o'f that; then there was Philip~ ano~er of the deac 
ens , teaching the Ethiopian eunuch on the Gaza road; then 1he dramatic appearance to aul on tie road 
to Damascus. All of that was a preparation for the great crossing or the barrier betw Jew & Gentile 
The passage we have is of something lilce~atrial by the extreme Jewish Ins of Peter, who broke the 
rules when he ate w/Gentiles. Acts 11: l • We ought to obey God rather than men, Peter said, and 
to prove it he obeyed a command he had, an for that he was censured and crliicized by what Lk calls 
the circumcision party. In that early Ch in Jru.sal the dominant elel!l)nt in the membship were Jewis 
some of grk backgrounds, most of Hebr. Xtp- was consicl a movemt w/in Judaism, so Jewish rules & re­ 
gulats and customs were still alive among them. The Messiah was the exclusive property of the Jews, 
and was not to be shared w/outsiders. Anyone who dared break w/small group of superorthodox Jews 
was an eneJl\Y of the law and the people of God. Now Peter was accused of committing 2 crimes; he had 
entered the house of an uncircumcised gentile, and llad eaten with that pagan person; but even worse 
he had accepted the gentile as a memb of the Xn community but had not demanded that he be circuac, 
initiated into the way thru the Jewish door. What we have in this passage is Peter's explanat of 
why he behaved as he did, and it is so important an event that Lk has given it to us trice, once iS 
Chap ·10 and again in 11. It is the •to?'Y' of two people; Peter was one of them, and a Roman centur­ 
ian Cornelius was the other. Each of them recd a vision; it was as if God had put his lefthand on 
Cornelius, and his rt hand on Peter, and pushed them towards each other. Cornelius was comdr of a 
Roman army unit in Caesarea, the Roman capital of the provinces of Judea and Samaria. As the seat 
of govt Caesarea was the center of non-Jewish infiuence, of gentilism., and Cornelius was an ofcr in 
that hated Roman army; he was the embodiment of the eneiey of all patriotic Jews. Thos.e who a~ted 
a Messiah in .the royal line, to restore the kgdm, the throne ot David, regarded Cornelius am all he 
represented as detestable, an insul.t, a humiliation. It wuld seem that the last. place to look for 
the first gentile rn would be in the mil barracks in Caesarea, and yet there is where the.angel of 
God went. Like other Roman officers ~duty in Palestine Cornelius had been attracted to the Jewis 
relig and was clearly under its influ~ are told that he was d•vout, or of good 8ehavior; be gave 
alms; and he was a man of prB1Yer. But there was one other fact a bout him, which we can infer from 
his conduct, and that was that he was still dissatisfied, still looking for something beyond, some­ 
thing he Hid not possess. I think it is important that we underst that about Comelius, for there 
are many people in our world who do all the right relig things and do them sincerely and are still 
not fulfilled. We do our prayers, we give our alms, we live ib.devotion, and still we feel that 
something is lacking. Here is Cornelius, a pagan who was not content w/Roman gods, maybe even a 
student who did not know the consolat of philos; he was a God-fearer who prayed constantly. It was 
in the hour of prayar that he recd his vision; he saw an angel who came in and spoke to him--send to 
Joppa to the house of Simon the tanner, who lives by the seaside, and bring one Simon called Prter 
to your house. That same day he sent 3 men to carry .out the mission, and they travelled all night 
and into the next dly, for Caesar94 was 40 miles away from Joppa, where Peter was. That was one 
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vision; the other was even moreing. · Acts 11: 5-10. This is the familiar vision O'J! the table 
cloth filled w/things to eat. Peter was hungry and waiting for his dinner; he went up on the roof 
where he could see the waters of the sea, and he fell asleep, or in a trance. He saw a cloth coming 
down to him from heaven, held by its 4 corners; it opened to show a great number of creatures on it, 
animals, and creeping things, snakes and birds, all of them unclean, .tbrbidden to the pious Jew. And 
a voice spoke to him: rise, Peter, kill and eat. It was repulsive to him; he had never broken the 
dietary rules, and he could not now even in his vision. But the voice went on: what God has cleans­ 
ed you must not call common. And for emphasis the vision was repeated twice more, three times in 
sll. Peter could not understand it, for it went against everything he had lived by, ever.;thing he 
consid sacred. But then it became clear to him. Acts 11: 11-14. Peter came out of bis trance won­ 
dering what his vision meant, still shaken by the grossness of it, and then he got atlQther·command 
from the spirit. Go down a11d we,lcome .the .3 men who are coming to your gate, for I have sent them. 
Do you see the precise timing of' ·these two treans of events? The 3 men coming from Caesarea have 
been a day and more on the road, and just at the moment of their arrival Peter had his vision of un­ 
clean things made clean by' the will of God. At that moment the two sets of· actors and the two vis­ 
ions came together, and there was something new under the sun. Generats of hostility and ill-will 
and misunderst fell crashing to earth, for Lk wanted his readers to know that the step that t.ook Xty 
beyond the rigid limits of its 01'i3ins came not from man, but from God. It was a warning about draw 
ing a line bwtw us and them, as i.f God felt as we do about people who are different from us. And 
yet it was so easy from the pious Jew to feel himself better than other people, set apart, a nation 
of priests. The great sea of humanity that surrottnded Judea was pagan, it was sensual, lusty, and 
licentious, ltnowing no moral absolutes other than the golden mean, and that, to the law-abiding Jew, 
was unclean. He must separate himself from those people, to keep himself from te11ptat, to keep him­ 
self clean. That was the attitude Peter took w/him down to the gate; but there he saw the meaning 
of his Vision, and he acted upon it. Up on the roof of the house of Simon the tanner Peter leamed 
a fundamental lesson, and from that moment and taat spot we can date the beginnings ot Xty as a worl 
movemt which shall be to all people. Pet>pr took the .3 visitors into ki1I the house, and then went w/ 
themt.to the house of Cocmelius inCaesarea,where he heard of the other vision which had brought the 
two men together. And as Peter broke with a lifetime of habit one world ended and another was born. 
He actually wnt into the house of a gentile, a Roman, an amy ofcr, one of the enemies of his peop­ 
le· He ate lii th them, food which had not been chosen . and prepared in the accepted manner. The ap­ 
ron strings were broken not only for Peter,that ky, bJ[t also for the growing church. He would not 
allow the Roman to kneel before him--! am a man, the same as you are, he said; and then he preached. 
Truly I aee th t. God shows no partial.ity, God is no respecter of persons. Those were the words that 
show how much Peter had grown in just 4 days. Just a :few day-s earlier he had considered Gentiles as 
unclean things, on the same l.evel w/serpents and creeping things, unfit, not to be associated w/by 
the pure. Now he could see that God was big enough to be God also to that unclean, uncircumc Roman/ 
aid he preached a sermon that told how J fulfilled all ofGod 's promises, and even now made salvat 
aV&llable to all men everywhere. How this man has changed his Olltlook! In Acts 2:36 he was preach­ 
ing to a JewiSh congregat on Pentecost, and he said that J was Lord and Xr to the house of Isr, and 
he believed that was the end to it. It was to be a snall thing, directed only to the lost sheep of 
the house ot Isr, a thing contained w/in the ancient faith; here, to the household of Cornelius, J.O: 
36, he moved ·far beyond that narrow birth spot--heis Lord of all. And even as Peter was preaching 
still another miracle happened before his eyes. Acts 11: 15-18. The holy spirit fell upon all lilo 
heard the word, just as it had been given to all Who were present at the Pentecost event. And the 
group that had gone along w/Peter were ariazed, because the gift of the Holy spirit, which they had 
assumed wiSk was th ir personal private possession, not to ~ shared w/just anybody, had been poured 
out upon Gentiles, pagans, the unclean, creepy crawley creatures. And not only that. What w s even 
more amazing, the gift of the spirit came before there was a confession ot f ath, before t~J:.~L was a 
baptism, before there was a laying on of apostolic hands. Peter remembered the words of JSD() years 
earlier--John bapt w/water, but you shall be bapt w/h.oly spirit. And theh Peter asked of his crit­ 
ics the crucial question, v.17-: if then God gave the same spirit to them as he gave to us wh n we 
believed in the Ld J Ir, who •s I that I should withstand God? God had shown the way, and Peter 
walked obediently in it. He knew he must open the door to the K gdm to all lilo were cal.led to enter, 
to Jew and Gentile alike. This mtg of Gali-'lean and Roman had broken the ties that bound Xty to its 
beginning point. It had outgrown the limitats of its beginnings, it could now become a world faith, 
a house of prayer for all nations. And ·soon thereafter Barnabas brought Saul to Antioch, where they 
worked a year among gentiles, where the disciples were for the first time called Xns. A great chang 
had taken place in a short time; Xns had learned that God wii bigger than anything they had imagined. 
Hzve any of you seen what happens when a tree grows through pavement, and tears it apart because it 
will notbe restrained? That happened in the house of Cornelius, and on the roof of Simon the tanner 

and the world has not been the same since. 



4-17-83. Missionaries. wm Carey was a poor cobbler when he recd the call that made him the father 
of modem foreign missions. He went to the church authorities .of his d enomination--and it m~ come 
as a shock that be was a Baptist--and asked permission and assistance to go to India to preach the 
gospel, and he was turned down cold. He heard strange words from those Ch ldrs: the idea of travel­ 
ling allj"Where to share the faith was silly, and even worse than that, it was .arrogant, it betrayed 
the venal sin od pride. 11Young man,"he was told, "when God sees fit to convert the heathen, he will 
do it w/o your help or oure ," Fortunately cobbler Carey would not give up despite his opposit, and 
in 1793 began his mission in India; his work inspired the format of missionary bds and societj:es in 
!'ritain and the U. S., and one of the offshoots was the BpStconv of NC. But of the r espouse to ma 
earey•s request for assistance, I· am sure you recogn the anti-miss attitude. Prior to J}U.li.p's mis­ 
sion to the Ethiop· on the Gaza road God had acted in part thru human and in part tlru divine in4Mtr­ 
vention, but after Philip, and· certainl.Y after Paul, it was true that God used hwnan agenti:r, God-­ 
called and spirit-filled people, just plain ordinary people like you, and like me, earthen vessels 
into which God poured the" inexpressible treasure. And now today there is a :beturn to. the cynicism 
and skepticism that met Carey's effort; many Ch people openly question whether it serves any purpose 
to support missions to other peoples and other cultures; some have even given up on the secularism 
and the materialism of our own society, and favor ending home missions. The subj is still alive, & 
for today we have a leS'Son on the way in which the early Ch concerned itself w/sha.ring the faith, 
texts Acts 13.,J.4. Those people. who dedicate their lives to the stud• of the Acts divide t,he book in 
·to two parts. Part 1 is f'rom the beginning to the end of Chap 12, and its theme is the growth of 
tl}e Ch from Jerus to Antioch.· That marked a major step in the outward growth of the Cl\ into the 
World. Antioch of Syria was the major city in the region of the east.Qrn Medit, .it was th.e capital 
of the Roman province, and it was the site of ·the first Gentile Xn Ch, the mother Ch of all the 
others: It is not too much to say that you and I, and our Ch, were born in·Antioch. After Peter 
walked that road from Joppa to Caesarea, and entered the house of the Ran.an cerrliurian Cornelius, 
some of those who left Jerus when Stephen was killed began preaching to the Grks in Antioch, arxl a 
munber of them believed. The Ch in JP.ru.s sent Barnabas to assist the group, and it was not long be­ 
fore there were so many that Barnabas'needed help, and he l<new where to go to get it. He went to 
farsus where Paul was still in shock, and· still retlinking his life, and brought him to Antioch.They 
worked together .tor over·a year among the gentiles, and it was there that the discipls werei'or the 
first time call~a Xns. So attaining a foot.hold in Antioch was an important event, a major turning 
point. Now, w/beginning of Chap{.)1.J,_~.Jhave part 2 of the Acts. The theme is the expansion into 
the Medit world from Antioch to ~and this portion of the bk has sometimes bean called the Acts 
of Paul. And th.ere is a noticeable difference in Lk's writing; as soon as Paul became the central 
figure there is much more infonnation and it is IllUCh more t:mistworth7. ~tever the souree, and it 
was very lik:el:y Paul himself, and also the personal participa.t of Lk, it is better than it was be­ 
fore Chap 13. But n(?W the time had come for Paul to begin to act upon the call hehad recd on the rd 
to Damascus, to preach the gospel to the gentiles. Acts 13: 1-3. Five ldrs are named .in these 
lines, but onl.y- 2 are known to any extent at all, and the ?iveare named as it they were the only 
ldrs the Ch had. But they were prophets and teachers; it is not clear exactly what were the differ 
ent functions; perhaps one explained what the other proclaimed. Prophets were those -who :ilrought the 
word of Qod to their generat, to th(?S0 who Beard them, but note that teachers are second in the lis 
They were worshipping God and fasting, waiting for some conrnunicat; and then the call.came to them. 
It was the beginning of the Medit mission of Paul, something that grew out of a long developmt. and 
growth, the story of which is told in first 12 chaps of lets. It was not plamed 'en paper, nor was 
it the work of a committee. I"b was a thing that began w/resureection, that grew w/Pentecost, that 
first got establ in Jl'l!rus before it overnowed from there. The road to P)nmaus, the road to Bethany, 
the road·to Gaza, and 'to Damascus, and to Caesarea, isa•t it interesting that so much ofthe story 
took place on roads? It is in a sense a parable of growth, for roads go places, they suggest move­ 
mt, just as the early eh was called the Way. Now a major road was opening for the growing infant, 
and Lk takes care to point out that it was the Holy Spirit that called them and sentttlem on their 
way. He also makes it cl~ar that it was the Antioch church that supported and set apart and laid 
hands upon the two missionaries. It always hepps to have support; not even a Paul could undertake 
a mission singlehanded and alone; it takes fellowshp and undeqirding to make it work, it takes con 
tributions from a great many people to maintain one missionary. We owe a debt to those Xns at Anti 
eeh, who gave their support to what became the most important activ in the world ~the time, the 
seed from which an entire forest of plants has sprung. So the Ch set them apart, laid hands upon 
them, and the first missionary journey began. There folws an acct of t.hlti travels of Barnabas and 
Paul to Cyprus and to various cities in A~in. It was at one of those spots that tse have our first 
signit gli.Jllpse of what it was like to be a spokesman tor Xty in the pagan Grk world. Acts 14: 8-13 
There are two· legends behind this strange event, and the response of the people of cystra. These 
people had seen a miracle performed, and they immediately assumed that Zeus and Hermes had cone do 

to walk among· them. And they reacted in that way because or those two legends in which those 



two gods had come down among them~ in the likeness of men. One of them was. the legend of Lycff.on, 
the name from which their native dialect had come; according 11:> the tal~ he entertained Vi.Siting god 
by giving them human flesh to eat upon, and when the gods learned that be had d onethis they turned 
him into a woif'. That is the gruesome story; the other is one. of the most beautiful 11:> come from 
the ancient classics. Itjs the sU>ry of Philemon and hj.s Wife Baucis. In that part Qf the world 

-where was Lystra the legen6 told that once Jupiter and Hennes came to earth. in hwnan form, and went 
to 1000 homes· and were rejected, sent on their way, until they came to the home of that hwnble, poor 
couple. They took in the strangers, they fed them of cabbage and bacon, they mad~ them camf'ortable, 
-and for that they were honored; as Ovid told the story, one was turned into an oak tree, the other 
into· a linden, and there forever their branches were intertwined. It pointed· a moral, Ovid :wrote: 
the power of Heaven has no bound or limit, and the gods look after good people still. The important 
thing is that the people of Lystra lcnew the wtory, and what good things could come to people who wel 
corned· the gods lilen they came in human fonn. They weI9 living expectantly, even with their distor­ 
ted view of the deity. That was the background to this strange incident. It began wl.a miracle, and 
that is not easy in the skeptical 2oth Oen.to accept. It points up 1a kind of subtheme to the Acts, 
that the whole story was based upon miracle. We must decide for ourselves lilllether we. can believe 
or not, but the fact is that if we erase the· miracles from the Acts there is not much left, am what 
i-s left does not make any sense ·at all. Take a look at what happened here. There was a man born a 
cripple; he had never wa1\<Bd. He was sitting in ·some public place, we do not know where. Paul look 
ed at him, and shouted to him, stand up on your feet, because he saw he had faith to ~e made well. 
And he did, and he was; he sprang up and he walked. There is the miracle, and you may ~lain it as 
you will, or must. But however you explain it you must take into acct the response of the crowd, 
who -were not believers, not in any plot or conspiracy. But they saw what had happened, and "they be­ 
gan to shout, in their native dialect, the gods have comedown to us in the likness of men. Now, if 
there were no niiracle, why did they react w/those words? And there is one other thing about their 
outcry, their eX:planation of what had happened U> the man bornlame, and that is that they were await 
ing an incarnation. The central proclamat of Xty is that the word became flesh and dwelt anong us, 
full of grace and glory, that the light was in the world and the darkness could not overcome it.. And 
here are these pagans, remembering a legend that Ovid wrote, .and Hawthorne retold, seeing.in a heal­ 
ing miracle the appearance of gods in human form. Barnabas was the older, and may.have had a full 
beard; he must therefore be Jupiter; Paul may have been smaller, so he was Hermes the son of Jupiter 
Does it not suggest something important that those pagans considered it well within the possible tha 
divinity could tale upon itself human nesh, and walk and dwell among men? It is interesting, be­ 
cause there are many people living in the year of our lord who reject outright any claim that God 
could do that thing. Could. those ancient pagans se~ clearer into the purposes of their distorted 
gods than we can see into the nature of the one living God? But so those people shouted, and the 
priest of the temple of Zeus in Lystra brought Olien and garlands of ilOW'ers to offer sacrifice w/ 
the people. And at last the two missionaries uqderst what the crowd was saying; they tore their 
gaments in the classic eastern response to blasphemy. And Paul preached a sermon on the spot. 
Acts 14~ 14-18. This is one of the most interesting sermons recorded in NT, and that because of 
the circumstances which brought it to us. Paul had heail.ed a cripple, and the c rowel had responded 
shouting that these two were gods incarnate, for only divine pwr could have healed that lame man. 
But clearly, definitely, decisively, the two rejected any divine pretensions. We -are but human, w/ 
natures like your own, they sajd; to them it was no temptat to be ·regarded as gods. ~ are living 
in an age in 'Which it is increasingly popular to treat heroes as.more than human, from the sports 
star to the entertainer, to the office-holder. Because we hunger for }:leroes, and want to worship 
heroes, we grasp, if not at straws, then almost straws. But here these two Jewish Ins, to whome 
blasphemy was as repulsive as was eating creepy crawley things,. ~rejected any effort to malce 
them more than h'WllB.n. No metamorphosis for them. Another intttresting thing is that the sermon was 
a'oout God the father; in it is no reference to Er the son. No mention of the incarnat, the cross, 
the resurrection, the gitt of the spirit. And some have criticised Paul for the omission. But wai • 
those people had no underst of the nature 0£ God; they were impressed.that here were 2 men who could 
do something they could not themselves do. There is something in the litera .ure about pearls bef'ore 
swine, valuable things thrown to dogs. And it is a hard teaching, from one who asked us not to jud­ 
ge, and to love those ltlo wuld despite:t'ully use us. But to these people relig meant taking the tem 
poral, the passing, the imperfect, and worshipping it as god. Many of us, in our wq, do the same; 
we elevate nation, or pleasure, or our work, Paul had to tell those people something abwt God be­ 
fore he could speak to them of Xr. Reverence must come before instruction, for there must be faith 
in the land before there can be orthodoxy. Paul spoke or nature, and a God lilo provided what nan 
needed, and scarcely- could restrain the people from sacrificing to them. The end of the incident 18 
also odd; read how that crowd turned upon Paul and stonel:I him and left him for dead. That first mis 
sionary journey was a foreshadowing of what was to come as Xns moved into the pagan world; and yet 

ffom· their efforts came the victory of faith over force. Let us give ~anks. 



4-24-83. Conference. It was nearly a cen & {tr ago that Chas Dickens wrote his romantic novel about 
the Fren Revol. He named it a Ta.le of 2 Cities, IDndon and Paris they were, and he began it with 
the line, it was the best of times, it was t worst of times. It is a story that has charmed readers 
since it was pblished in 18.59, and among other things it started people tal~ in ~ems of the com­ 
parison of cities as a way of symbolizing or era.ma.ti.zing an histtlera. It has become a commonplace a­ 
mong students of wstern Civ tg describe it, too, as a tale of 2 cities--Jerusalem and Athens, the 
two dominant themes in that uhique blend of ideas and values we call western. From Jerus came that 
ethical teaching, that svision of ·righteousness that began w/Jews ·and was spread thruout the western 
wrld by Xn missionaries; and along w/it vent thlt emphasis upon monotheism, a God of grace and mer­ 
cy. And from A thens came the philos ideas, know thyself, nothing to excess, knowl is v:U:tue, tbe 
uneJlamined life is not worth living. It was an att.itude that became basic ol wes't!ern man, that the 
universe is orderly and knowable. So fundamental are these two streams of thought, on the surface 
at least contradictory, .that the tale of 2 cities becomes the theme of understanding civilizat. But 
there is another pair of cities that'W-'also important to us, and that is at we shall read a bout 
today. They are Jerus and Antioch of Syria, two cities we would not immediately recognize as symbol 
izing a turning point in history •. And yet the diffs between them, alld tJ>,e quarrel they had early in 
hist of Xn Ch, determined the subsequent course of that story. Text ·Acts 1$. This is another lesso 
in our qr' s study of Acts;last wk we began 2d half of the bk, which begins w/chap 13, has Paul ~s it 
central figure, and tells the story of the expansion of the Ch from Antioch to ~ome. Antioch was 
thus the pivotal Ch in the story of the Acts of the Apostles; it was the first entile Ch, 1:-t was 
the city wbere the disciples were first called Xn, and it sent out and supported the missioniµ-y ac­ 
tive which took the Ch into Asia and .Greece and then to Italy. We are all of us, and all of our Chs 
are1children of that motner ch in Antioch. And it was because it was a gentile congregat that it 
lEcame part of that tale of 2 cities. The liberties preached by Paul and Barnabas and Peter were 
offensive to the devout Jews who dominated the Ch in Jerus. From Moses and the exO!ius, thru the 
priests and the temple and the prpphets, to Jesus preaching in ttie temple, the center ot the Jewish 
faith was in the law as given to Moses. The law was evidence of God's grace to his chosen people, 
and obedience to it was necessary to be Jewish--obedience to every jot and tittle of it. And the 
outward sign of the cogenant, from the time of Abraham in Gen 17, was t.b.e ritual act of circumcis­ 
ion performed upon newborn males on the eighth day of their lives. And in a+l of those 13 centtn"ies . a ... c_._~ were nonlk'Jews converted, or proselytized, into the faith; to become Jews these all must 

511Mi(JU\'e~ aspects of the Jewish style of life and faith and practice. When J accepted the reqs of 
the suffering svt Messiah, nearly all, if not in fact all, of the early believers in his divinity & 
in·his resurrection were Jews who practiced their faith in all its fullness. And they saw no need 
to give up their foods, their worship, their prayers, or to relax any of the requiremts of their 
:faith. J did not cane to abolish the law and the prophets, as he himself said; he came instead to 
fulfill them. Anyone who relaxes one of the least of these comdmtq, he warned, would be called 
least in Kgdm of Heaven--and I am reading from Matt .5;17ff. He observed all of the Jewish rites & 
festivals and customs, he went regularly into the synagog to pray, and he taught in the temple men 
he was in Jerus. Among his closest pupils it is likely that all were Jews, tho some students think 
Matthew the tax-collector may not have been. Bpt at the tim the idea was wide-spread, if not unive 
sal, that messiah was promised to the Jews, their inheritance, and not to anyone else. other people 
,the ones outside Judaism, were unclean morilly andI}lysically; they did not keep the law; and they 
ate w/no disci:iminat, they drank blood and Ete meat w/blood in it, all of which was repulsive to the 
devout and law-abiding Jew. Th.at is ~ the fathers of the early Ch in Jeru were bewildered to see 
the holy spirit given to those w}:Io were ignorant of the law, who ate unQlean things, 11nd lbose bod­ 
ies lacked the sign of the covenant. Two wks ago we read again Acts ll in which Peter told ot his 
vtsion, of seeing unclean things come down from }leaven upon .a tablecloth, of being commanded to rise 
and kill and eat; and when he objected that he had never broken the food rules the voice told him, 
what Ood has cleansed you must not call unclean. And you remember that led him to Cornelius, the 
Roman army officer in Caesarea, and a whole group of the enemy who rec 1d the holy spirit. And even 
more unse\tling, in Antioch there was an entire church composed of unclean gentiles. God was moving 
in unaccountable and ncys tifying ways. Yrs ago I heard ahe story of a mother hen who was put to 
hatch some duck eggs; hatch they did, and the hen guarded them, and took them to feed and to drink, 
and all went well until those ~cldings decided it was time to take to water. In a straight line 
they marched down to the pond and into i.t they leaped, the mother hen cackling in angU.ish, trying 
to tum them back with her wings, expecting them all to perish 1?# their folly. They were not act~r 
as respectable chicks should act. There is something of tha~ in the attitude of those who defendec:V 
the ancient ways o.( J:udaism, of MID Abraham, and Isaac, and. acob, and of Moses, and of the prophets 
Like that mother l\en they tried to steer the Ch into familiar ways, but the spirit of God would not 
accept man-made restriction~. And so there arose in the early Ch the tale of 2 cities, of Jerus 
the golden, of the hill of ion, of the temple and the tradit of a 1000 yrs and more of a spl cove- 
nant withe almighty God, of the scroll~ and the COillllentaries upon the law as given on the mountain 



And of Antioch, a gentile city of no great relig tradit, of half-a-million people who did not keep 
the laws of God, who ate meat that had been offered to idols, or had been blessed by pagan priests, 
who were dietetically impure as they were seJlually impure, as they also stole and cheated and bore 
false witness. And ·God had no more respect for his· chosen than to give to those unlikely candidates 
the same full measure of the spirit which he had given to the Jewish Xns in Jerus. Well, at the 
very least they could put a hi!ih wall around the treanre of the fat.'jh, and make a tiny gate in it, 
so that all who entered had to do so by first becoming Jews. And when the gentiles protested that 
demand ·there was a great debate in what is called the Je:rus council of A.D. 48. Acts 15: l•S. Now 
before we take a look at what happened at that first church council let me take a brief boW""'tO·the 
scholars. It is utterly impossible for anyone tD make Lk' s . acct of this meeting agree w/tbat of 
Paul in Gal.at 2. So divergent are the accts that Acts 15 is the most diffic chapter ·in the entire 
oook for those who study it seriously. There are a number of tmories about what might have happen­ 
ed, and you will find them listed and described in the literature on Acts. One view is that there 
were two visits by Paul tO Jerus, one called the famine visit, which you will find referred to in 
the closing lines of Acts 11; in that view the. quarrel between Pet.er and ?aul, which is recorded in 
Ga.l 2, happened at that time, In that view the· ~d visit to Jerus, called the ccuncil visit, is that 
described in Acts 15; which is befo~e us. Thus it is not ncessary to ~xplain how Peter could be 
such an obstructionist in Paul's letter, and so cooperative in Lk's story here, because they happen­ 
ed at two different times. others simply think tmt Lk found evidence in his sources of visits to 
Jerus, and did not underst what had happened, so he wrote about one in Acts ll and about the other 
here. However the scholars resolve their problems here, am they are real and serious, we can get 
on to the version we have here. The key of course is in V .1: unless you are circumcised according 
to the custom of Moses you cannot ·be saved. We have al.Jteady heard r\imblings of that opinion in the 
questioning of Peter's behavior in entering the house of Cornelius, but Paul's missionary journey 
to the' great unclean world made the ma'tter more acute and more pressing. And as you can hear, it 
was a theol question they were raising; as Paul could see clearly, if anything other than faith were 
made necessary to sal.vat then Xty became just another relig of works, a relig in which the penitent 
is expected to do scaething pleasing to God, somethlng worthy of sal.vat. What the Judaizing Xns in 
Jerus ware saying was that for gentiles to become Xns they must first become Jews, elsethey were'not 
hetts of the pranise. But the way they ·were saying it went much deeper than that. In its largest 
form the issue was: is Xty a narrow natl sect, or is it a universal fath vhich shall be for all -peo­ 
ple? Does it lack pwr and meaning outside the Jewish ·cradle in which it was born, or is all of J.-: 
that like the eggshell that, having served its purpose in protecting the embryo until it hatched,<-tis 
then abandoned? And in that. fight it is ou~ condition that was at stake, yet we must never forget 
that all 'Who participated in the debate were sincere arid concerned indivs •. The matter wa.sesettled 
in the Jerus Council, or conference; or rather, matters, for there were 2 issues, 2 related .matters, 
on Wi ich a decision was needed. One was the question of whether a gentile Xn who had not received 
the Jewish sign of the covenant was in .fact a legitiroate Xn; the other was the question of foods, by 
which was meant the matter of social relatshps between Jewish and gentile Xns, between clean and un­ 
clean people. They were---. separate questions, but they were related. How many of you can remem­ 
ber, or m~be you know someone even yet, who in a community of blacks and whites is willing to ack­ 
nowledge the validi'ty of the of18r's confession of faith, but remains uncomfortable sharing a ·meal 
or a social occasion with them. The decisions of that Jerus Council are of contin relevance to us. 
There is not time to read the description of the debate--pilease read all of Chap]S Ind Gal 2 for 
yourselves. There was·much debate, we are told, and then we are given the gist of 3 argumts; Peter 
spoke firs;, Acts 15:6-ll. There is much food for thought in this:this is the Peter who went to Cor 
nel'lius, who underst that God cleansed a.11 things and all people, who saw the gift of the holy spirit 
:tiDI to those who had not kept the law. And in v.11 he gave us pure Paul, the most completely .Paul­ 
view we have in all the Acts, or so one commentat>or wrote • We know from experience that whenever we 
put al\Y'thing alongside fat.th as the way to salvat replaces faith as primary; it had to be fait.h OR 
the law of Moses; it could ·not be both, for if it were both, faith would be removed as THE mean~ of 
salvat. We shall be saved thru the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they shall also be. Then aul 
and Barnabas reported on their v.ork among the gentiles. After they finished James spoke. He was a 
brother of J, not one of the apostles but a late-comer, now ldr of the Jerus Ch, recogn among Jewish 
Xns as their spokesman. He proposed a compromise: Acts 15: 19-20. It gives something, and it takes 
sozrething; it gave the gentiles freedom from the most diffic of the Jewish rules, but it expected of 
them that they not offend the sen8itiP,ties of the law-abiding Jews, in food and in morality. In 
time it gave liberty to all Xns, for if the law was not applicable to the gentile the Xn of Jewish 
origings could not be long held to it. Thus ended the Jerus eouncil of 48 A.D. which saved the u­ 
nity of the Ch mDl while opening its· doors to gentiles who did not know the law. But beyond that was 
a question the Ch has had to face over and over again, of deciding what is essential and what is not 
of 'what is the '1ft and what is the wrapping paper. The tale of Ule 2 cities of Antioch and Jerus 

is the story of our faith, our church, and our salvat. 



5-1-83. Macedonia. In the past 8 wlcs these lessons from Acts have had as the theme the incredible 
expansion and growth of the early Xn Ch, beginning at Jeru.s and spreading outward from there, break­ 
ing thru every barrier or limit that was put in its way. And in e \ery one of these major leaps the 
author of Acts was careful to emphasize tltat each step was commanded and inspired by Jesus Christ 
himself. We have seen how Philip received special instructions to proceed to the Gaza road and 
there to join himself to a particular chariot that was tr11Velling there. And we have seen Peter up 
on the roof of that house in Joppa, looking out over the sea and thinking of food, tor he was hutJlt~ 
and there he saw the vision of the large t~lecloth, full of unclean things, and the conmtand to eat, 
for what God had cleansed no man could call unclean, words that led him directly to Cornelius the 
Roman official who lived in Caesarea. And with that the spirit was given in full measure to gentil 
people who did not know the law, who were not part of the ancient covenant w/Abraham. And that was 
followed by the establmt of a gentile church in Antioch of Syria, where Paul and Barnabas preached 
and taught a non-Jewish congeegat. It was so shocking a thing that it ma.de necessary the Jerus Coun 
cil of 48AD, about ltlich we read last ~. Note that every step of the way was made necessary by a 
comd from the risen Lord and the holy spirit of God • And now we come to another important moment in 
Ch hist, and also in world hist, for there were two addl barriers to be crossed, one geographic and 
one gender, and the author of this bk makes one point clear, that it was Christ who directed the e­ 
vangelists to make the great crossing from Asia to Europe. For today the lesson too.uses upon Paul 
looking out over the narrow sea that separates Asia from the western world, a scene that reminds us 
of Peter's view over the Medit before he was jolted out of his rut and his attitudes turned complete 
ly around. Test Acts 16. A bit of background is necessary here. Todq 's events follow after the 
Jerus Council, which we read about last wk. There the leaders of the early Ch were able to reach a 
compromse thanks to the vision and statesmanship of Paul, and the tolerance and generosity of Peter, 
a compromise that opened the entiregentile world to the gospel. By that ag:beemt gentiles would be 
frea from the mauor effects of Jewish law and practice, but·in return must avoid offending the sen­ 
sitivities of orthodox Jews in eat pactices and seJiual morality. It meant that now tile door to the 
world outside Jewry was open to the preaching of the evangelists especially called and set apart to 
proclaim the gospel of Xr to the gentiles. And condits among them were favorable for missions activ 
For about 2 eens there was peace w/in the empire, it was a pol and cul1:llral unity stretching from 
the river of India to the Scottish border~ the roads were unsurpassed for 15CX> years and the Medit 
was a Roman lake offering easy communicats,/and there was a common language known and spoken every­ 
where iri that Medit world. And it is remarkabl.e that all of those factors e,P._sied at the same time 
--some even sq miraculous. And it was a relatively brief but golden age, ~-after 180AD the out­ 
side people began to fight their way into the empire, disrupting its economy and destroying its 
peace and order, 'and beginning the end of a common speech. And there was another factor; though the 
genttles did not know the Jemh law and prophets and did not share the Messianic hope, they were 
interested·in new ideas and their most oft-repeated question was what must Icb to be saved? Many of 
them were ready to talk about life and its meaning, and the inevitabil of death and suffering. If 
relig may be defined as inward response to external reality, then matiy' of those outsiders were eager 
to know more abrut relig and libat their inward response might be, for external reality was just as 
enigmatic to them as it is to nany of us. So ·it was that after AD 48 Paul and Silas and Timothy set 
forth upon what many have called the 2d missionary journey. It began at Antioch and went northward 
by a zigzag course through the major cities of AsMin. It was Paul •s strategy to establ Chs in the 
cities and intend it to spread into the countryside and the villages;that did not always occur, :&r 
our word for pagan is the Latin word for a rural person. And as they travelled Lk who wrote Acts 
makes it clear that the guide and commander of the expedit was Jesus himseli'. Acts 16: 6-10. As a 
major commentator on Acts said of these verses, they are designed to show how the Apostles, guided 
in surprising ways by signs from above and contrary to their own plans, conducbed no mission at that 
time in AsMin, but were driven on to Troasand even beyond lsia itself. And that is obviously the 
intention. The lang\iage of directions and stopovers is vague and imprecise, so that people are 
still arguing ·over exactly where the three apostles went. But it is clear that something the people 
involved considered superhuman was at work in these events, so that the guidance from God was appar 
ent. Paul planned to preach in Asia, which means the western shore of AsMin, in what is now Turkey; 
he then went thru the region of Phrygia and Galatia, wich are two provinces in the interior of AsM 
He then planned to go into Bithynia, on the north of A::Min--we really need a map of the ancient Med 
world to see it clearly. And in every case something interferred to prevent them. We are not told 
what happened; it could have been threats of attack from Jewish sealots, or bad weather, or an intu 
~ive feeling. 'But, we are told thatwhen they wanted to go one way, the Holy Spirit forbade them to 
go that way, and When illhey tried· another direction, this time i 'tr was the spirit of Jesus that would 

.not allow the,~, and so they tried still a Jd direction and it was then that thej saw the vision of 
the man from acedonia. So the important thing about that 3d miss journey is not the geography of 
it, or the route they took, or where they went; the important thing about it is the theology it con- 

tains. For in these verses is ~he doctrine, or the_ theory, of the guidance of God in human af- 
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fairs. tis what the theologs ca11 providence, the idea that God has a plan by which he guides 
us. It is not an easy or an obvious teaching. Most of us do not expect God to guide us, and some 
of those who do re~uce the idea to superstition, as when someone closes their eyes, opens the Bible 
and puts finger to lih9,- and then does whatever it saj:s ••• Judas went out and hanged himself; go thou 
and do likewise; or tbey turn it into the idea of puppet people whose strings are being pulled by a 
messenger-boy God who tells us all that we sre to do, what career to enter, what mate to choose, how 
to vote or make a pie or where to spend spring break. So the idea of provid becomes either a super­ 
stit or a game played by the religly immature. And it is neither, and yet what it is is not simple. 
It is somewhere between f atalism..-1. which holds that e verything that happens was foreordained, planned 
beforehand; and on the otSer hand accidental.ism, which is the idea that everything that happens is 
an historical accident, that nothing is arrangea in advance. · Belief in the prividence of God holds 
that God has a grn strategy which aff acts the course ot history, but in which tm re is wide space 
for personal freedom and choice and response •. I doubt that Clod told.Paul what time to get up in the 
morning, or what to eatfbr his dinner, or what clothing to put on, though it might have happened. 
And I would ·not be surprised to know that on occasion his journey was delayed by illness or'3,n upset 
stomach, or even a blister on his heel. God lets some things take their QWU course, as he lets us 
decide much for ours~l.fes. But in the long run of things, God is in control and there is no possi­ 
bility of his fat.lure. That is the lesson of these lines. On the surface~looks like aiJllless wan 
dering across the face .of AsMin, time wasted and mi~.s waJ.ked to no purpos ut underneath there is 
the hand of God, closing, even slamming doorsein Pau!1s face, pushing him ong , And then, at 1-ooas 
he saw the vision of th4 Macedonian. How did he know it was a Macedonian? We are not told; was it 
his accent, or the clothing, or was there more to the vision than we are "told? But know it he did, 
and he heard-what we aave come to call the Macedonian call to come over into Europe and leave Asia 
to others. And immediately, v.10, immediately we endeavored to go into Macedonia, because now the 
providence of God was clearly evident. The implication is clear that there was no de&ay, and that 
is important. How many times have I ·Bti.t the need to do something, write sOJ1Sbody a letter, or go 
visit, or read a certain book, and I put it off for a better time and ended up not doing it at all? 
There is no time like the present, goes the old saying; obedience delayed isthe beginning of disob­ 
edience, for it o.f't;en means an unwillingness· to do what so plainly lies before us. ~nd it· may also 
be true that the more we.have to do the easier it.is for us to do the duty we are given; too much 
leisure makes for little accomplishmt; be~ause we need not act immediately too often we do not act 
at all. So the travellers crossed that major barrier between two worlds. Acts 16: ll-15. This is 
the first record of the preadhing of the gospel in Europe, and most prebably the first time it hap­ 
pened. So in these few lihes we stand figuratively at the small spring from which flowed a brook 
that became a mighty river, and then a ]'.'aging torrent, and an ocean in influence. Here is the begin 
ning, and what became known as Christendom for a 1000 yrs came of it; hundreds of thousands of peo­ 
ple, even millions of them, and thousands of miles, 11d an entire civilizat came or· it. It happened 
in ~ilippi, which you will see on the map near the astern coast of that part of Grc called Mace­ 
donia; they went by ship, by way of Samothrace, mic is an island between Troas and Neapolis. Note 
that this is one of thettwe" passages of Acts, usually taken to mean that Lk the aithor was a member 
of the party, and here tN have an eyewitness report. Paul remained in Fhilippi long enough to .estab 
a Ch, and it was one of his favorites; no one can Nad the leater to the Phil w'o feeling the warmth 
of Paul{s love for those people.· It was, like so manv places Paul worked, a Roman military colony; 
there, on the sabbath, they went down to the river, for that was the usual place for Jewish prayers 
in places where the79 was no synagog; this wne was a place of prayer, which in Latin would be an ora 
tory, in the open air. The only people who came there that day were women, and to them the mission­ 
aries spoke. There is no indicat in the acct that at\Vthing unusual was taking place, but we cannot 
overlook its importance. From that riverbank came Christendom, western civilizat as we know it. 
And we are told that one WOJ!lan was named I.Qrdia, of Thyatira, a ·dealer in purple cloth; that might 
not.be her name, for Thyatira was a city in the district of Lydia, and the Grk could mean a Lydian 
woman; the Phil ltr. men•ions two women by name, and some think this was one of them. Whatever, she 
is the first Eur convert to Xty. She was a businesswoman, she took an interest ~n prayer and spir­ 
itual matters, and God opened her heart to hear what Paul was saying. In all of that there is mean­ 
ing for us. Just as Paul broke the geographical limitats upon the gospel when he took ship to Mace­ 
donii, ,and now in his first convert he crossed that other line that is often even more difficult, 
the gender barrier. Women have al.ways formed the heart of the Xn Ch, but they have not alwp.ys been 
accepted as equals in the sight of God and man. Indeed,~ ~Ch was suspicious 
of women, they were praisworthy only when locked away in · 11 tn the law, in 
the economy, in society, women were treated as less worthy than men, restriete: ~ cnildren and kit­ 
chen and church, in Martin Luther's words; so it is instructive and. signif.that the first woman con 
vert to Xty was a well-to-do businesswoman who ran a shop and bought and sold goods in the markBt.t 
She invited the preachers to stay in her home, and they accepted her hospitality; in her home was 
the first Ch in all of Europe. So here are two major strides t<>Ward the uttermost p!rts of earth-- 

into Europe, and into the hO!,l,se of a woman, 2 major brea}Qjhrus whose effects are still w/us • 
.Al\~ IJ 



5-8-83. Corinth. It is an easy thing for us to over-romanticize the missionary expansion of '.bhe 
early Ch; to point out its high spots, the miracles, the divine guidance, the successes thatplanted 
the churcli in the western world. But there was another side to the story, and it is not so plea­ 
sant. Wheti we find the going tough, ween we confront our doubts, and strong opposit, when we work 
with au the patience and skill we know to make peace in the family, to save a .friendship or to keep 
a church from d:tviding in anger, it may be a consoling thought tor us to remember that even from the 
beginning, even as the holy spirit was so clearly at work, those aposties had their discouragemts 
too. It was not all cushions in the paws or fans in the wiridows for them, it was not an unbroken 
sfring of successes. It must ha~t) been confusing to Paul and his assiciates as they wandered thru 
the wilderness of AsMin, not giv£f'(a: clear command where to go, but getting negatives in all direc­ 
tions--not that way, and not that other way, and not down that road. They must have wanted to 
scream out, tell us what to do. And then Paul had his vision of the Macedonian begging help. He 
took the plunge, he dared, he moved out into a new field of acti v , beyond Asia and into Europe. And 
frOl'll the moment he arrived at Philippi he had little encouragemt. There were some successes, yes, 
but for the most part he knew nothing but danger and discomfort., trouble and disappointmt. At Phil 
he was hauled off to prison, in Thessalonika he was hounded out of town, farther scnth at Berea he 
escaped by sea from an angry crowd. In Athens, the cultural center of the ancient world, he preach 
a sermon, or rather, delivered a lecture, on Mars Hill, that was almost entirely a failure from any 
point of view. In Athens were people who spent their time doing nothing but telling and hearing ne 
ideas. They listened in sil*'nce as Paul talked of the unk:n~ God, but when he spoke of the resur­ 
rection from the dead they laughed him out of town. THAT hurt Paul, as it would wound any of us; 
reasoned argument any of us can accept, but rude and ignorant ridicule isitoonuch. It convinced P 
that he was in Europe by God •s command rut that did not man he would have an easy time of it. He 
was downcast, disconsolate, discouraged, dispirited. If you or I have ever been in that mood of de­ 
feat, then hear on, for out> lesson toda:y is an acct of what Paul did to confront that loss of fonfi­ 
dence, text Acts 18. This is another in the series of lessons from Acts, and this month's unit is 
the story of the expansion of the Ch into Eur and to Rome itself. Last wk we saw the great leap a­ 
cross the border dividing As from Eur, and in this we see Paul in Corinth, burdened w/more problems 
than 100st of us feel. Until his 2 companions joined ~--and in one of his letters he wrote of the 
joy he had when they came to him--he was alone; he was alone in Athens and was alone for a time in 
Corinth. That contributed to his sorrows. Sollitude _is not easy for gregarious P:uman beings to bear 
Thoreau praised it at Walden but he too moved back into town; someone said of solitude that it is 
a nice place ~ visit but no one wants to live there. When we are downcast, bJp>.e and rurdened, we 
need human companionship and the human touch. Lonely he was in Corinth, but he began to climb out 
of his despair. Acts 18: 1-4. Here is Paul's arrival in the wickedest city in the world, the city 
he became closely associated with. The Ch he founded there caused him more grief ,and in the end 
more joy, than any other he knew; he visited Corinth at least 3 times, he wrote the ch at least 4 
letters of 'WM,.ch we have portions or fragments, and it was while he was in that iniquit;y that he 
wrote to the Thessalonians and some think also to the Galatians, and also the greatest of his extant 
writings, the letter to the Romans; Clearly, Corinth was crucial, another of those turning point 
places that directed the course of Ch Hist and of western hift. ory. And a less likely place youcould 
harily imagine. The original Grk city had been destroyed, and what Paul saw was a rebuilt city only 
about 75 years old, a commercial. center on the narrow strip of land joining the two parts of Greece, 
and at a spot where east-west trade funnelled. Corinth was a Roman city with little of Greece abou 
it, not an intellectual. center nor one with long tradit. What it did have was an enormous temple to 
Aphrodite, the goddess of love, with which were associated, by some estimates, over 1000 temple pros 
titutes whose fiagrant vice shocked even the blase" Romans. There was even a Greek word, to live 
like a Corinthian, which meant to practice utter debauchery. Scxne students of Paul think it signif 
that the passages in Paul's letters condemning pagan behavior most vehemently were all written from 
Corinth. And because of the f'ulness of detail in the Corinthian .letters we know more about that Ch 
than about any other, so that it is of interest to us for that reason. But first Paul had to cl~b 
out of his gloom. In l Cor 2:3 he tells us that he came to the city in weakness and much fear arxl 
trembling, and those ·words tell us of the depth of his despair. That same chapter begins w/famous 
words, I did not cane to you preaching in lofty~s or wisdan, for that he had tried in Athens and 
it did not work. He was a failure, a fugitive, an of troubles. Europe had begged his help but 
had not welcomed him w/wann hospitality. How he handle his loneliness and his discouragemt? He 
found a friend and he went to work that• s -what he did. He took a room in the home of Priscilla, 
called Prisca in the letters, and Aquila, and he did that because they were in his trade, of tent­ 
making. When Paul was sad he found work for his hams. There is something therapeutic about work, 
especially work that produces something to show the effort and the skill. I know people who bake a 
pie men something sorrowful happens, I know others mo clean out the attic when their feelings have 
been burt. Weaving goat•s hair into tent cloth, and then sewj,ng it into larger pieces, ma.,y well be 



as effective a way of serving God as preaching in a big church or offering .a sacrifice at the altar. 
There is a work for every one of us to do, and we are happier and healthier when we work. We ought 
to rewrite that familiar saying to read, don't curse the darkness, find something to do. Paul took 
pride in the fact that in Corinth he was not a bm:-den on anybody; he paid his own way. But then 
Timothy and Silas came to join Paul, bringing gifts of money from that small Ch in Philippi. And af'­ 
ter that three things happened in Corinth that have meaning for us. Acts -18: 5-8. Here we see a re 
juvenated Paul, ·his dejection gone. He was occupied w/preaching, or KJV he wa'S"Pressed in the spi­ 
rit, . is the translat we have; but what the line really says t.s tba t he began to be abso~ed in preac 
ing, he was engrossed in it, his recovery was complete, he was his old self again. And notice what 
he was preaching; no more ·talk about unknown gods, and the God in whom we live and move and have our 
being; no more effort to compete w~~fk philos. As one of Baul 's biogrs said, at Athens he learned 
that mere academic argument on b eh oll Xty seldom converts anybody. Now we read that he testified 
and that is something different from a debate. That is proclamat, announcemt, claim, and what he 
claimed was that the Xr, Messias, was J. KJV has it the other way around, and is less accurate: it 
says he testified to the Jews that Jesus was Xr. But among the Jews Messias was the familiar term, 
and J the unknown quantity. We are not told, but he must have taught them patiently, from scripture 
how J fulfilled the prophecies and the messianic Psalms. We do not know how long he testified and 
taught, but eventually he realized that his efforts were fruitiess and he rebelled. In a typically 
oriental act he shook out his garments, the equivalent of shaking dust off one's sandalsf and gave 
up on them. Your blood be on ~ur own heads,, he said, I. am innocent; in the older transl I am clean 
That is an extremely serious thing to say. We must be extremely patient, and loving, ¥Persuasive, 
presenting the proclamat w/all the skill we possess, and even t:OOn it may be too soon \.o- put all the 
bl~ for failure upon stubborn people. How can we know at what po$,nt the effort. is futile? J spok 
of casting peaals before swine, am holy things be.fore dogs , But when do people in need become 
snne to be abandened , or dogs to be driven away? I am a teacher and have been one for many years, 
working w/materials which are not quite so final as were the subjects of Pa~ 1s lessons, but I do 
know the cut of a sneer on the lips of a student who rejects what I present, and represent. I have 
felt, as if it were a living thing, the hostility of a group of studaats to an idea or a principle. 
And Imow the impulse to shake out ·my garments and leave them to their pointless, and in some cases 
even des£ructive lives. But the proble.p is, can I really say I am innocent, 'r am clean, I have done 
all I can for you and this is the end. In -Corinth, at least, he gave up on the Jews, he moved out 
of the synagog and into the house of obe Titius-~a lith Cen Xn scholar identified him as the Titus of 
the epistle--and even worse, converted Crispus the leader of the synagog. He was right next door to 
the synagog, and his fir~ convert was its chief. Sometimes a threat such as Paul 1s jolts people 
into deciding. 'I'hen cam~he divine approval. Acts , 18: 9-ll. Some think this Vi~ion out of place, 
or it seems to cane to a man dejected and downcast; those who 9hink it here see it is support for a 

~ fi an troubled by his failure with the Jews of Corinth. Certainly it is a comforting word to a man 
ti!.} o needed it. Have no fear, God told him,speak on and mver stop, hold not thy peace, do not be 
silent, for I am ldth you and no man shall injure you, I have maey- people in this city. The command 
comes first: keep on speaking out, and do not ever keep silent. These lines ou5}lt to be written on 
a wall in every house in this land, for there remain injustices among us crying for correction, the 
are wounds that need bandaging, ·there is a truth that must be spq~ryto those in J)(?wer. Certainly 

. they should be inscribed where every pastor and priest and rabbifdan1 see them--do not be afraid, 
apeak and do not keep silence, for I am with you--but the rest of us, the hungry sheep of the nook, 
we too need to speak, and to encourage our pastor to speak, the word he has to speak. The canmand 
came first: speak out. It was £olwd by a promise, I am with you, and that presence is more than 
enough to scatter the demons of fear or of despond. It is all we need. Then the r erninder: I have 
many people in this city. We may not see them, or recoJmize them, but they are there, people who 
live under judgmt and in the joy of redemption, people who see the presE1nt in terms of past and fu­ 
ture, who have a sense of the transcendent. Whenever we think we are the last of the faithful, the 
rem1iant, we should remember Paul's vision; even in Corinth, the wickedest town west of the Pecos, 
in debauchery and vice without equal, God had many people, souls yet to be won, thieves to find hon­ 
est labor, libertines to regain self.-respect, prostitutes restored to purity. When we are ready to 
give up on the human race, let us look again at what i~ ther~e for God does not se.e people as we see 
them. And finally, the case before Gallio. Acts 18: 12-16. It is Gallio who enables us to date 
these events as AD51 or 52, he was a learned man w/no patieno forpettiness and time-wasting. The 
Jews wanted the proconsul to condemn Paul as the leader of a illegal. sect. Gallio saw it as a fuss 
between factions of Jews, and refused to be invillved. He took no notice, it was a question of words 
and names and your own law. He drew a firm line between opinion and conduct, which is the basis of 
a free society. Violent opinion hurts no one; violent conduct is a threat to peace. In that Gallio 
was right. But in assuming that opinion has no relat to oomuct he was sadl.y in error; the true 
forces that shape the World are ide.ad, for they inspire deeds. Paul in .Corinth moved from despair 
to joy; he had the promise of God • s presence. ~ J ~ ''\" ·to ,.._ t"'S.(l.... ~~ CAV\ 
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5-15-83. Ephesus. 30 yrs ago died the man who had been for many yrs Dean of St Paul's in London, 
the man whose sermons were so pessimistic and so critical of the world he lived in that he was cal­ 
led the gloomy dean. His name was William Ralph Inge, and he said something once that might be the 
text for today's lesson. Most people make the mistake oft hinking that relig is necessarily a good 
thing and fail to realize that many, if not most, religions are thoroughly bad. So spoke the sad & 
unhappy dean, and what he said pointed up the truth that relig when it is divinely revealed l,ifts 
people out of their limitats, wt when relig is made to serve some human purpose it emphasizes those 
limitats for all to see. Someone said once that if a relig is popular it means that it is in fact 
not a relig but a superstit, a saying that may be an insult to the human race, implying as it does 
that only a self-serving, inferior set of beliefs -wuld appeal to the majority of us. And yet we 
know the prophec~, and wetire confident that it will one day be fulfilled, that at the name of J eve 
knee shall !bow, and e verf tongue confess, for the good news is for all people everywhere. And yet, 
as Peter wrote in his letter, our adversary the devil prowls S:>out like a r~ring lion, seeking some 
one to devour; and one of his favorite tricks is to change relig from the self-denying to the self­ 
ser'Ving, and in that is the dttferenee between good relig and bad. The contrast between them, and 
the conflict between them, is the tlmle of the lesson for today, teJtt Acts 19. This is the 3d in a 
unit of lessons on the expanston of the Ch from Asia to Europe, from Antioch to Rome. In earlier 
sessions_ we saw Paul cross over to Philippi from AsMin, and get thrown into jail; w saw hi.JJt beat a 
hasty retreat from Berea, get laughed out of Athens, and climb out of discouragemt at Corinth. After 
a lengbhy stay there, he went on to Ephesus which is back on the asian side of the Aegean, and there 
he remained more than 2 yrs. He told us in his letters that he ha~ense problems while he was 
there; he called them afflictions in one place, and said that he wa o utterly, unbeaaably crushed 
that he despa~d of life itself. And yet Lk in the Acts passes o r the two yrs w/little mention 
except for thfi one confrontat which we shall see todq. There was a major crisis in Ephesus, and 
there may have been more than one of them, but we do not find the stoJ'Y inActs. 'What we do find is 
a violent riot, with a city which lost all control over its saliity, an event 'Which threatened the 
lives of two of Paul's assocs. And it might have been what Paul meant when he wroteito 1he Corinth­ 
ians th.at _humanly speakipg he fought with beasts at Ephesus. I know it is not a clear reference, 
that it could easily mean something else, but it could also mean that riot, that city gone mad. And 
it went ud because of the confrontat between good relig and bad relig, and because that good relig 

. was depriving some workers of their trades, and therefore their pro~its. So let us go back to Ephe­ 
sus, it is the only view we have of it this term, to see what effects a superstit can have upon a 
mob of peopleJ even, if you will, what are the dangers that lurk in the underlying assumptions of a 
small-d democratic system of govt. First, we take a brief look at Paul's plans for his future cour 
Acts 19: 21-J This verse is the preface for the remainder of Acts, just as the great commission in 
Chap 1 gives the outline of the whole. But see the vision of the man. Nothing small or piddling 
here. First he would go tack t~ Ore and then to Jerus--and here 'W9 are not tolp why he wuld make 
that journey; from other sourees we know ae went to collect contribs from the 1tur Chs to take to sup 
port the brethren in the original Ch in J erus. But then he had to see Rome; it was the center of 
the world, it was the capital of the Emp, and it ,,as always Paul's strategy to work from ·the top,, fr 
the major city in the district, for his was an urban Xr as the Emp itself was an urban society. And 
he did get to jerus and he did see Rome, but not in the manner he had envisioned. He did not expect 
to linter Rome a prisoner a''1aiting -tritl; God's wa;ys are not our 'Wa\Y'B,, and to Paul ;lt may have: seemed 
that in the very accomplmt of his grand strategy its purposes were being defeated. But his vision, 
though grand, was still limited. And between him and Rome there was a fight with beasts in Ephesus. 
It started w/speech by one of the Ephesian craftsmen named Demetrius. Acts 19: 23-27. ·This is one 
of those rare a.vents of which we have not only a vividfy descriptive acct here, biit one that is sup­ 
ported in nearly every sentence by archuological diggings and inscriptions carved into stone. Abou 
this conflict there can be no doubt, lbatever be your view of Paul and his mission. F:irst there was 
Ephesus, and that Paul stayed there for so long a time is an indicat of its importance. It was kno 
as the Light of Asia, it was the capital of a Roman prvvince so it was the HQ of the proconsul, the 
governor; it was also a free city in that it was permitted to retain its Grk consti1;ut which gave 
pwr to the citiz body, the demos, which met in assembly when matters were to be decided. The presid 
ing officer of the assy was called the town clerk, as we transl the term~The most imposing bldg in 
Ephesus was the monumental temple to Artemis, a goddess of fertili'tv the ROmans called Diam.a; it was 
one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world. It was octagonal in shape, and.large--340by160 feet; 
it had, or was reported to have, gold instead of mortar between its stones,, it had 127 pillars O ft 
high around it,, ea.ch 20 ft in circumf at the base. The inner portion, the holy of holies, was open 
to the skies and was 70 ft wide. It was in 1904 that a team excavated. the foundats of that great edi 
f'ice--and incidentally the story of the diggings of the archaeologs is a romantic and exciting way t 
learn about. ehe anc:iants; i£ __ you know a ch;i.J..d with a bright mind go to the library and get the s~r 
of the diggings at Troy, or K.flossos, or Mykinos; they are thrilling ways to get intereste~ in a~st. 

That temple, am the theatre where the assy met, have both been uncovred at Ephesus. he temple 



~ made Eph a goal for tourists and pilgrims, and that meant good business for inn-keepers 
and souvenir shops, where people bought saall images of Diana with her two lions. None has been 
found in silver, but there are some in clay. And Paul and his assocs were cutting into that profit­ 
able trade of making and selling the little images of Diana. And that aroused the worlonen who made 
them. Demetrius, 1he spokesman--and there is an inscription listing one by that nm.me as one of the 
overseers of the temple of Diana, but of course it could be another; it was a common name. Look 
here, he said, we earn our bread by making these images--probably were not shrines, which means some 
thing else--and all over the province of Asia this Paul has hurt our trade by saying god is not some 
thing made with men's hands. And notice the order of his com.plaint, for it is a perfect example of 
the way self-interest disguises itself as unselfish idealism. The danger to what Demetrius called 
our cra.t'ti he pit first, and then after that he warned of the danger to the m~nificanoe of the god­ 
dess. It is easy to be rilig or patriotic ar anything else commendable when it pays to be so; you 
would oo'b expect a maker of souvenir images of a god to hold firmly to the creed that they be no god 
which are made w/hands. Instead you would expect them to claim that if you cannot see it, and touch 
it, ,and take it home w/you, they be not gods. And in that is the conn between good relig and bad, 
between faith that lifts people out of themselves, beyond their selfishness and grasping and petti­ 
ness, and superstiti'On that centers oh the self and its can.fort. It also raises a larger question 
of the-effect of relig faith upon the way people earn their bread. It is a testimonial to the impa 
of Pau.f's work in Ephesus that the sellers of silver Dianas felt a decline in their sales. I'm sure 
every one of us could think of some business or enterprise that would dry up when a faith of moralit 
and genuine devotion dominated the conmuni ty. I never remember the exact figures, but I am always 
appalled each year to read the estimates of the amount of money spent on vice of one kind or another 
Benj Franklin said that maby a man thinks he is buying pleasure, when he is really selling himself a 
slave to it, and that is happening to incrEA.Sing numbers of us. But put a community of believing 
Xns in the neighborhood and it presents a challenge to the purveyors of the mind-killers, or the 
spirit-deadeners, or the attractions that 'turn men and women into beasts. So Demetrius mixed his 
concoetdon of zeal for a relig cause with a canny eye for profits; he hid the shekels behind the 
temple of the goddess; he cloaked the material gains in the .f.hag of the country, as other leaders 
in other lands have done before and since. And he toudhed a tender nerve. Acts 19: 28"32. How 
thin a veneer of civility, or respect for order, covers over the wildness that is in us. It is so 
easy to arouse emotions to violence, by getting people to shout in unison a simple, even meaningless 
slogan--great is Artemis,Diana, of the Ephesians. There is so much in the s:tory and so little time~ 
Do you hear them claiming that goddess as their\ery own, the goddess that all Asia and the world wor 
ship. Andof eouree there was confusion, for it was a mindless beast roaring in the streets. We have 
seen them in our own time, for we are -not, far removed from lynchings by bloodthirsty thugs Who on/ 
another occasion are the pillars of the community; we are not far from police dogs and fire hoses 
turned upon people praying on the courthouse steps; we see it on the TV mws, students here, workers 
there, soldiers on the rampage in Afghanistan or in central Amenc-a. Nothing unleashes the raw emo­ 
tions of people quicker tha'flihigh-minded respect for the proprieties· of civilizat. How many crimes 
have been committed in the name of relig, or patriotism, or purity of blood lines, or the superior­ 
ity of our cigilizat and the depravity of theirs. Great is Diana of the Ephesians, they shouted; 
for hours they stood and shouted it, until 'they were hoarse, tN.~Y were in confusion, most, of them 
did not even know what, was going on. But they shouted anywa~Crucify him1 Hang him! Cut off his 
handsl Stone him! The ~~_t!.ts t>o 'the lamp-posts! In every ·generat we have heard the brainless 
scream of King Mob. And ~·"M>re democr the form of govt the greater the threat of vigilante action 
--people taking the law into their own hands, playing follow the ldr when the ldr is so cunningly 
using emotions and slogans and half-truths, and outright lies, to get us to do what he wants, and 
all the while we think of ourselves as free~ self-govt people. We need to remember that the voice 
of the people is not always.the voice of God, and that fanaticism is fll'st-cousin to nadnesa, and 
taat self-control is the basic quality of the civilized. We need to be familiar enou.gh with good 
relig, the fruits of the spirit, to recogn bad relig when it appears in the.neighborbbod-..(>igotry 
and violence and greed and selfishness. But then the crowd was controlled by a Roman official. 
Acts 19: 35-41. '!he speech by the_unnamed official, ~ose function it was to preside over the popu­ 
lar assy, is so complete and so· friendly to Paul & friends that sane students think Lk wrote it as 
a reply to all who found fault w/effects of Xty upon econ activs. It is clear that he intended it 
as another bit of evidence that Xty was no threat to the established authority, as all who knew any­ 
thing alx>ut it declared. It was also obe of Lk's purposes to show how Roman ofcls came to the res­ 
cue of Xns. In Ephesus the ofcl quieted the raging beast and restored order. Perhaps SOI!¥:1 of the 
crowd crept home ashamed of themselves, mile others waited to read the morning paper to see what 
all the commotion was about. And there are lessons for us in this confrontat--that there is such a 
thing as bad relig, that we are constatly confronted w/temptat to run wild in ouz- desire to do good 
that Paul could surVive the storm.because he had his eye upon a distant goal. Ephesis was a passin~ 
incident to one who could see the towers and aqueducts of Rome shimmering in the distance. For 

there was his goal. 



5-22-83. Jerusalem. One of the more endearing aspects of the Bibl as a source of relig inspirat is 
the fact that it never does idealize the nature of the_ very human beings who were agents and spokes­ 
men for God. The man after God 1 s own heart was not described as an unreal person of no emotion or 
passion; no, he took off his clothes and danced naked before the ark, he lusted after a woman marrie 
to another man, and then sent that man tnto the battle where he would be killed. The Bibl describes 
men of God who sulked when they did not get their way, who were capable of. towering rages and strong 
likes and dislikes, who could be wrongheaded and lllllicious and superstitious and unfaithful and un­ 
reliable. Nowhere in the record does it suggest that God chose only perfect specimens to be his nu­ 
man voices, and nowhere does it say that after choosing. them God made them perfect. And it seems to 
me that U.ts is one of the most attractive facts about the encountem between God and man in the Bibl. 
It says that just pl,.ain human beings can be the channels byihich God speaks to this generat. They 
may be qua?Telsome people, they may be stubborn, or unattractive, but God can put them, and us, to 
good use in the world. Today's lesson makes that point, for weshal.l see two examples of relig ldrs 
who behaved in what we would call human rather than angelic manna r, text A~ts 23 • After today we 
have only one lesson.left. in our study of the Acts; this is another in a unit this month on spread 
ofthe Ch fromAsia .to Europe, from Antioch to Rome. Last wk, in Chap 19,we heard Paul say he wanted 
to travel thru Grc and then to Jerus, and after that, ~ said, I ~t also see Rome. For long it 
had been his ammbt to preach the gospel\\to you that ar'1t Rome also,( Rome was the center of the wor 
and it wasalvays Paul's strategy to strike at the head, the chief city, the capital, foree expected 
the word to spread from the center to the surrounding region. But before he could make that journey 
he had to figh't wild beast~ at EJ;iesus (1Corl5':32) when a mindless riot. rocked the city. The town 
clerk finally managed to call the a:Hry to order and send everyone home to cool off, but the violence 

,}l~d it~J!!f~~y; soon thereafter Paul left EJb,esus, the acct of which you will find in Ac20, 
~ <imat the scholars call Paul's 3d missionary journey. It began w/h.is final visit to Ma­ 
celtonia and Greece, where we know trom other s ources that he a:>llected cont.ribs for the financ troubl 
church in Jerus. And from Corinth, the Grk end of his journey, he went back into Asia bYTland, back 
to Philippi in the north, back to Troas in Asia, to Caesarea, and to Jerus. At Miletus, on the way, 
he explained that fhe was bound in the spirit to go to Jerus, not knowing what would happen to him 
tr.ere. At the seaport of Tyre he was warned against going to Jerus, because the hostility of the 
Jewish ldrs was a threat. But he was bound to go. And the violent mob was waiting for him. Before 
a wk had passed. they were shouting for his blood. He was accused of be'braying the ancient fath of 
the chosen people, and of tald.ng a Gentile named Tophimus into the holy temple. Twice he had to be 
rescued by the Roman anny gaarrison and taken to the barracks for his protection. Look at Acts 21:34 
and 22:24, for those. And then, for reasons which are still debated by the scholars, the Rbman of­ 
fi~ial turned him overtfto the Jewish court. Acts 22: 30. This, and what follows, is one of the mos 
puzsling events in the-bk of Acts. We are told that the Roman tribune ordered the high J ewi.sh court 
to hold '!1 session, and put Paul down before them, to find out why the Jews accused him. Just before 
this Paul has taken advantage of his Roman citizenship to escape fubbher floggings, and one might ex 
pect that would have meant that his case would be referred directly to the governor, or that he woul 
have been set free. Some spe~mlate that the Jewish court demanded of the Romans the right to cpes­ 
tion Paul, or that they brought specific charges again:t him. Cri£ics charge that this could not be 
histofidal fact, for the Romans would m ver hand over a Roman citizen to a court of non-Romans. But 
here it is, and ~e must deal with it. Acts 23: l-5. This must have been the most c ourage4ao.'B iil all 
the NI'; there he stood, one man taking on both theliigh officials of the Jews and the Roman imperial 
officers. And he was not a bit afraid. Looking intentfy, or earnestly, at the high court, he calle 
thanbrothers. It might have been for that that he was stricken, or, as is generally assumed, Lk has 
given us only the barest of outJ.ines and the trial was much more complicated than we have it. The 
high priest that year was Ananias, not the same man who was stricken dead for lying aoout his estate 
inChap 5; for some reason he thought Paul had insulted him or his court. What Paul said was that he 
had no reason to recant his actions or apologize for his teachings, because to that day he had lived 
before God with a clear conscience. The Grk word means awareness of having done right or wrong, so 
he was saying he knew h~ had done right in all that be did, and it may have been that which aroused 
the ire of the crusty judge. We know something of him from secular history; he was appointed high 
priest by the king of the region, whose nanJ3 was Herod Agrippa; ·he was appointed in AD 48 and was 
high priest unt-il he was deposed about 58, so within alO-year period this story of Paul before the 
Sanhedrin gives)fos a date. A bold man in his temper, and very insolent, the historian Josephus said 
of him. For whatever reason he took offense at saT1Bthing Paul said or did, and he oddered those 
standing by him to strike him on the mouth, which they did. It suggests that the offense was some­ 
thing he said--he declared his own innocence, he was in good conscience, or perhaps the tenn brother 
was disrespectful to the arrogant judge. And here it should be noted that tl'l:l high priest did not 
act in the Jewish tradit of :iustioe. A people who could produce the psalms, and the proJiiets, espec 
ially that Amos, who demandea that justice be as plentiful as water in the streets after a heQVJ' 

rainfall, would not look w/favor upon9lch brutality in the high court. It was inexcusable 



that Paul mould be hit while in a court, but for tbeforder to do it to come from the high priest 
makes it all the more despicable. And there, illx is the first example of a human being in a high 
place. He was wrong to do what he did, but before we are too quick to judge him, look at the re­ 
sult. Paul was hurt by the bailw to his mou'bh, possibly also hurt by the violence at the very cen­ 
ter of the Jewish legal aystem, and he lost his temper. He fiew off the handle, and he shouted his 
dontempt for the priest. You whitewashed wall, he called him; this was a temrn of extreme abuse, 
the exact origin of which is lost. Things the Jews considered contaminating they painted white so 
they could be clearly seen and avoided, sepulchresJ for ins1'ance, were whitewashed because they were 
filled w/dead men's bonds and were unclean.~f"was so ma~(Jesus used the expression for the 
ceremchnially clean relig ldrs who we-re inwardly evil.)) that he used a tern that meant -the priest 
was contaminated and should be avoided. And there is the second human being in a high place. Paul 
had a strong temper to l:egin w.i.th, and held it in check only by the greatest of effort. Here it was 
stretched so far it snapped for a moment, before he regained control. It would be a beautiful story 
if I could read you that he turned the other cheek, or even that he bore the blow in silence, like 
the sheep before his shearers is dumb,or the lamb before the slaughterer. St. Jerome, translabor of 
the Latin Vulgate in 4th Cen, wrote an essay regretting that Paul did not displly the patience of 
the Savior, who when he suffered in the flesh rose superior to the injury, and ever since people hav 
noted that J, when struck, answered nothing, while Paul shouted an insult. And what it tells us is 
that we are human, that Paul was human, and we are subject to the ills aid the fiaws of humanity. 
It does not excuse our temper taatrums, or our striking others with blows, or our imprecations again 
st those who strike us; no, we still have the ideal by which to 11Sasure, and that is the cheek turn 
for a second blow. But God understands when passion consumes self-control, so long as we do not let 
the sun go down on our anger, and so long as we ask forgiveness for what we said or did. When some­ 
one asked eaul why he reviled the high priest, he replied that he did not know who it was. We are 
not told why He did not know, and that presents another roystery. Some explain it by saying that Pa 
had bad eyesight, may even have been blind, so he could not see who gave the order; this was his 
thcirn in the flesh, in that version. Or was he being ironical, I beg your pardon, sir, I did not 
know youf Or because Ananias had taken his position since Paul had visited the city. He quoted Ex22 
that one should respect one's rulers, but note that he offered no apology, so we are left to guess 
that perhaps Paul would have responded in exactly the same way even had he known who it was. And th 
other result of that blow upon the mouth was a great shouting quarrel in the court. Acts 23: 6-10. 
We will never know whether Pauldeliberately started a fight among them, or not, but he did note a 
division among them, between Pharisees,. who had the greatest inn amo g the people, and the Saddu­ 
cees, who controlled the temple. Critics of this story o.f Paul before the court. dec1are that the 
division between the tt.re factions was much less severe tha'b the acct here would have us bel:ie ve. But 
Lk has made their quarrel a part of his story, and it is ano'tiber example of human beings in high 
places. Paul 1 s declarat drove a wedge between the two groups that made up the high court. Once aga · 
he called them brothers, and then said he was a Pharisee, son of a Pharisee, and that he was on· tria 
because he held to the hope and the resurrection of the dead, which the Paarisees believed. It was 
at best a misstatemt, or perhaps Lk has not given us the wh?le stvry. ff.n 21:28·he sqs they seized 
Paul because he taught against the law and the temple, and because he ~ght Grks into the temple. 
Here he has Paul saying he was on trial because he was a Pharisee and believed· as a Pharisee. And 
this was the same manwho could write the sharpest criticisms of that group; in Phil 3 he rejected 
everything they represented. And as for the Pharisees, they were the stoutest defenders of· the anc 
faith; if the charge against Paul was that he opposed the temple and the law they would never have 
sided with him, matever he may have said about the resurrection. And Paul may have regretted say­ 
ing that which divided the court; some read 24:21 as an apolo~ However it came about, Lk descri 
an alm6st incredible scene; the highest court in the land tur~ into a shouting riotous mob; a grt 
clamor arose, a dissention.lbich became violent; it was a mob which might -well have been wild beasts 
as in Ephesus, which could have torn Paul into bits had not the Roman ofcl intervened to rescue him. 
And in that mad courtroom, composed of the highest relig ldrs in the purest ethical relig in all the 
world at that tins, there were human beings who quarrelled over a doctrine. I do not underst enough 
psychol to explain why people get so angry over 'What they believe, but I do know we have that fall­ 
ing. Sometimes it is funny, sometimes it is just a quarrel, but I lmve known people who had such a 
falline out over a matter of relig belief that they never spoke to e ooh other again. And they were 
the very 1best examples of piety and faith. Bigotry is a continuing temptat that faces us all; Olive 
w Holmes said the mind of a bigot was like the pupil of the eye; the more light you pour upon it, th 
more it will contract. So here we have an assemblage of people, relig ldrs all of them, used of 
God to minister to his people, who behaved in ways of which they were later ashamed. The high pri­ 
est so forgot his obligat to conduct a fair trial that he called for violence; Paul momentarily lost 
his temper, but then threw a relig hot potato into the laps of his judges, who then turood into a 
shouting match. It tells us that the spirit ~ prociuces peace, patience, and gentleness, but tha 

God has use for people even with feet of clay. 



5-29-83. Rome. Many years a go when my daughter was st~ll young enougl}. to be read to I bought a 
book for her; it was one of. those marvellous stories of golden childhood, of interesting people & 
much laughter and delight. · We read it through a number of .times, and parts of it wefread over & 
over, but every time I got to the last. chapter she made me stop before I finished it. I did not 
underst it then, and I may not underst it yet, but I think she wanted to leave the book unfinished, 
for then it would always be alive somewhere over the rainbow, down that yellow brick road, lost in 
that secret garden. And that mayl:e why' the Book of Acts stops abruptly, without finishing the sto­ 
ry. We are left wondering what happened, how it ended, what became of Paul and Peter and those 
friends we made in that exciting account, and all "W1l can do is guess. And in that ~be the mes­ 
sage of the author--it has not erx3ed, it is not over, it is still taking place in·our day and our 
town and to us. For whatever reason the author stopped his story with no concluding line, no sum­ 
ming up, no word as to the outcome of Pau11 s trial before the Roman officials. Today we bring to a 
close a study of the writings of Lk, a series of lessons that began 6 months ago, in December. For 
3 months we read from the gospel of Lk, and then we continued the stoIY of the church in 'the Aets of 
the Apostles. That means that we have spent the past half-year reading the writings of one man , It 
is generally agreed that the same ai.tborwote Lk-Acts as a 2 vol work, to be read as if there were 
no break betw them. And the best ·guess of the scholars is that Lk the gospel was written 1900 prs 
ago this year, in AD 83, so it is a kind of celebration wehave been enjoying, a birthday celebrat. 
And it is appropr, for Lk was the only one of the gospel-writers to contin his acct past the crucii' 
and the resurrection/ascension. For that reason his time-span is rnuch!l;arger, and his underst of 
the Chr event is much wider than of the other 3 synoptic gospels,,,. ffJ.S writing almost as volumin­ 
ous as that of Paul; together the two Bks attributed to l.k comprise the largest single part of NT, 
almost 1/4 of the total space in it; and if Paul be not the author of Helfr, as many schols believe, 
then it is the.largest contrib to our NT. It begins w/birth Qf John/Bapt, lilen as Paul w:>uld later 
wriie, the whole creation was groaning in travail, awaiting the redemption, and it ends w/Paul in 
Rome, teaching and preaching with all confidence, wino man forbidding hirn. That completed Lk's aim 
in writing his acct to his friend Theophilus, who asked him to find out and then write down the tru 
about those things he had beard about. What Theophilus had heard .about did not end w/resurrection, 
but was working like the leaven in the dough of the whole world •. How did that happen/, he wanted 
to know; conduct an investigat ... -the Grk w:>rd historia means investigat--and tell me how it came to 
be that something that happened in an ooscure province of the empire should now be battering at the 
door of the empire itself. That is the story Lk told, and now we come to the end of it aahe wrote 
it, the end that was itself another beginning. Text Acts 28. I wish it were possib to read all of 
that trip to Rome, for it isthe most exciting climcµc to an exciting book. Read it for yourselves, 
beginning w/Chap 27. RelJlember that Paul made a journey thru Grc, collecting contribs .from the Chs 
to take to the brethren in need in Jerus. Though he was warned of the danger, he went himself to 
Jerus to deliver the gifts, and there the Roman sols had to intervene to protect hirn from violence. 
He defended himself .before the Jewish supreme court, the Sanhedrin, about which we read last week. 
Paul's nephew, son of his s:i&er, told the Romans of a pilat to murder the apostle, so the tribune 
sent thim secretly to Casearea under heavy guaatd. There he argued his case before governors Felix 
and Festus and then to King :Herod Agrippa. None of them could find any fault in hirn, but none of 
them had the courage to act on his own initiative, and so they bmnpha hirn along to Rome, where tm 
buck stopped• Beginning w/Acts 27 is the acct of that journey, the 4th and last of the "we" pas­ 
sages in Acts; Lk was a member of the party, so he could write in thefirst person. He included a 
number of details which give a good description of sea travel in lst C~n. There was a ~torm which 
blew the ship aground on the island of Malta, where the travelling group spent three months. The 
natives W'ITe hospitable though they did not ~ak Grk--and were therefore called barbarians, barbar­ 
ous not in their behavior but in their speech--and Paul heaal.ea and preached to them. As we read the 
acct of that journey we see Lk's theme, that altho he was a prisoner on his way to trial and perhaps 
punishrnt he was in cgmpl e.te control o.f all that happened. He told the shipca)(ptain of the mutiny 
plot among the ere~, he recommended against taking to the sea after the date of safety had passed, 
he ordered the casting away of the cargo to save the ship, he collected the firewood to build a fire 
to wann and dry the shipwrecked travellers. The three months of winter passed--it was perhaps AD 60 
/61--anp the group resumed its journey. Acts 28: 11-16. Acts 27:9 tells us that it was October 
when the ship was in Crete, already two weeks past the safety date for Medit sailing. The fast had 
~eady gone by, it says, which would be the feast of atonernt, Yorn Kippur, that came at the end of 
ept I b~ginning lllJf, Oct; despite Paul's advice not to risk going on in the stormy season the ship 
sent acyway. Two wks later it was wrecked at Malta, li'lich gives us aarly November; 3 months after 
that puts is about mid-Feb, still too soonlBut there was a boat that had wintered at Malta, bound 
for Rome, and that one took the group to I y. It was named for the twin brothers, which in older 
translat are named as Castor and Pollux; the were the patron gods of sailors, who are in the heav- 
ens in a constell.at and in the :iodiac as the ns, gemini; they were thought to bring good Jnch at 

sea. It is not far from Malta to Sicily, where they landed at srracuse, the old Grk city at the 
)i~\ 



eastern end 
of the island.V.13 has some awkw~d l«>rds in older tanslat, from thence.we fetched a·com­ 

pass. That is approximately what the original means, but since 17th cen the words ha 'le changed the 
meaning in Engl, so newer version is the more correct: we made a circuit, we cast off, we slipped 
anchor, and went to Reggio on the coast of Itazy, and then to Pozzuoli on the b~ of Naples, which 
was the usual port for passengerSlland supplies bound for Rome, for ships that could not use ports 
closer to Rome. There they stayed 7 days w/brethren, w/fellow believers, while a letter went to the 
believers··in Rome that they were on the way. And then, v.14, that climactic phrase, so we came to 
l.Bme. This is the climax, the goal toward which Paul has aimed, the objective for which Lk has writ 
ten his book. It was ·the capital of the world, it was the largest city among the ancients, with an 
estimated one mil1ion populat .in 1st Cen. 'All roac!)'led to Rome, and to her gates came the world's 
people and the best·of its production. It was a cosmopolitan center, of teeming masses, of crowded 
tenements rdimli# I I l!fuU1 ar along narrow twisting streets, with steps for the hillsides and aqueducts 
for·the fountains that brought water. There was the forum, and there was the great colisseum, and 
the large circus, there were the palaces; the govt bldgs on the Capitoline Hill, which is why even 
yet we call thp seat of govt the capitol, there were the shops and markets and baths. But far more 
imPOrtant that( Rome the city was Rome the symbol; Getting Paul, th~..,.Ri,s!,ii-9.JWY to the gentiles, to 
Rome)meant that the break w/Judaism, w/cradle out of which messiah c:!ame~~iOOant that the new faith 

·had outgrown its infancy, it had survived its early years, its wings we~now strong andwere spread 
for flight i~to the whole world. The rest of the story, the 20 years or so after Paul's arrifal in 
Rome, Theophilus knew--how there were co11verts in the capital, how ,Nero used Xns as scapegoats for 
the disastrous fire of AD 64, how Xns were burned alive, and compelled to do battle w/lions in the 
arena, and how every martyr strengthened the Ch, for to a·pagan world the way those Xns died ma.de 
more sense than the way other people lived. They died singing hpmns, they died w/J.ight of eternity 
in their eyes. And this, Lk seems to be saying, is what ·the whole story was about. It was for this 
reason that John/Bapt was born, fort his reason the angels sang to the shepherg(keeping watch over 
their flocks by ni:ght, i'f was for this that J taught those beautiful parables tnat the other gospels 
omitted--the lost sheep, the. lost coin., the prodigal son, the ~· od samaritan who knew how to be neig 
bor to that one who was in need. It was for-this reason that e was obedienfi even unto death, and 
then God intervened and raised him frOm the dead. He walked an taught and ate broiled fish with 
them; and when he weat away he sent them the gift of the spirit, and gave toom a mission, to go in­ 
to all the world and make disciples of allpeople, be witnesses to the end of the world, the end of 
the age. And it is just there that Lk made his contrib to our underst of the Xr-0vent; those who 
heard him command them to go into all the world did not underst what that would mean, in terms of 
human contact w/people they considered unclean, immoral, beneath contempt and certainly beyond the 
love of God. But from the Grk-speak Jews whose wido\lS were pushed aside in the daily distribution 
of food, to the Roman army official Cornelius in Caesarea, to the gentile church at Antioch, the 
growing circle ·of believers broke every barrier put down to try to contain it. And that is impor­ 
tant to us here tod~, for that made the revelat of God in Xr available to us. Whoseever surely 
rneaneth me, as the old hymn said. Lk made it clear in his history of that growth that at every 
step of the way the direction came from the spirit of the risen Lord, that it was not of man's do­ 
ing or intent. And anotllBr thing he made clear--that it was not Paul's fault, nor was it the intent 
of the gentile Ch, that he and it failed to reconcile the devout and God-fearing Jews~ that 
which was the fulfillmt of their faith. And now, having gotten Paul to Rome, which is his figura­ 
tive climacticetriumph of the Ch, he related an incident to show that the Jews were given every op­ 
portunity. Acts 28: 17-22. He allowed himself 3 days to rest up f1mm his journey--it was 140 miles 
of walking from the port near Naples to the city, getting settled in his apartm nt with his guard. 
Being under house arrest he could not as was his customwisit the synagog, so he invited the Jewish 
leaders to visit him. Note it carefully, cherish it devotedly, for this is our last glimpse of that 
great man Paul. And as we would expect, we see him pleading earnestlyfor the Jews to recognize in 
Jesus the promised Christ. He said it was not his f ailt that he was under guard and facing trial; 
he had no charge to bring against his own nation and his own people. InsteadJ, he was bound with 
that chain because he preached that the hope which had been the inspirat of his people had now be­ 
da.a reality in J. Later they returned to his house -and he taught them from morning till evening, 
fro the scriptures, trying to convince them about J from the law of Moses and the prophets. When 
m were unmoved, he quoted a passage from Isaiah, the same one J quoted about them (Lk 8): this 
people's heart has grown dull, and their ears are heavy o~ hearing; you should know that this salva­ 
tion of God has been sent to the gentiles; they will listen. And t re Lk ends his story. Two yrs 
Paul pre~, ed and 1taught openly in Rome, and n9 man hindered him. That, 0 Theophilus,- is how it all 
came about. Paul 's story was unfinished, f or-U.,is still at ~rk aching and preaching thru his 
written ; the story of the Xn Ch is unfinished, for it too i keeping the faith in the interim 
between the resurrection, the first day of the new life, and th last day when the Kgdm shall reigh. 
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