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; nd in a mc~snre Ilelpless ber pre e e was to llS a well spring of 
gl:tdll ess. 

EXL~l GH~E .!'l B ECKWITH 

(Another ill ·mba of the f a nIts whose sc:ryiecs ill tlwt position all 
fell within the time of the :1dmi nis tration of rresidcnt Taylor was 
E Xllm Green B t: kwith. Sotoctll ing k !s been s:lid of his wurk at the 
Coll ('ge in the body of tbe tnt, and tL~t nced !lot be :cl'e:.tcd h~re. 
He was a native of 'Y:l ke Connty, Lorn Il ea l' Clayton, ?\orth Carolina. 
He died at ''''ake Forest on June '.25, 1892, of gastritis after several 
weeks of acute suffcring. Th e follo\dng is from .a skc teh by Presidtnt 
Taylor. I ) 

Professor Beckwith was the son of Christian p a rents and was 
rcared in a Cl:ristian llome. In ea rly life he gave his heart to Christ 
and followed him f:lithfuUy to the end. From] 877 to 1882 he was a 
stuncnt of ·Wake Forest College, alld few students ha1'e el'er becn 
more assiduons in labor or punctual in duty. In 188'.2 he represented 
the Phi. Society as one of the 3ul1il"crs:J.rY d ebaters, and recci~ed bis 
negrce as Bachelor of Arts. During the two followirig sessions .he 
was both · stndl"nt and Tutor. In 1884 hc took the Mast cr of Art.s 
deg ree. The ncxt ~ession he spc' nt in Johns Hopkins U niver~ ity, 
in the special study of Physics and 'btliemnties. During 1885-86 
and ] 886-87 he was principal of an :lcadcmy lit Clayton, N. C: ~n 
the latter year he W:1S elected Assist.1nt Professor of M athemabcs In 

W ake Forest ColJerre and held tIle position until 11is death. On 
Q , 1 

Dec mber 16 1888 he was ordained as a minister of the gospe at 
)'fou~t Mori:h Ch~reb where he served as pastor until his death. 
Other churches in Wllk~ and Franklin counties have also enjoyed his 
services. . h 

Professor Beekwitb was not a showy man, but he was tru~ to t e 
core. He could always be depellded on as a fri end and a h~lper: · He 
was quiet and unobtrusive in manner, bllt prompt and effielcnt 10 the 
di scharge of every obligation. H un dreds of young men who have 
pass'ed under his ins truction will bcn testimony that lIe spared not 
himself in his efforts to help them. EI'eryoody was compelled to 
r es pect his rcli;;ion. He lived it as well as 'prc.'ldl cd it. There was 
lIO taint of ngnosticism in his convictions. His f a itll was old-fashioncd 
in its objects as wdl as in its intcnsity. f ew of us will. eve r. forget 
tlie prayers he offered in tIle ch apel- how he seemed sometl!ll CS In utter 
oblivion of se lf to be pressing through the pn·scnce cll:Jmbcr of the 
King right up to the throne! 

1 Biblical R e.corder, June 29, 1892. N orth Carol-ina Baptist .Alma1wc, lSa5. 42. 
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Biogmphical SketcllCS 

Profe sor B ecbl"ith's full eral was prea chcd in Chyt () n by Dr. 
W illiam Roy all, an d h is r ema ins were laid to r est by th e gid e of bis 
w ife a nd babe wbo went before him to the bettcr land. 

J a ID 'S Co l stan tiue 1faske, son of J amcs ),fa ske an d E ll en ~fa ske, 
was born in Union Coun ty, North Carolina, NO\-ClO ber 11, l SG 2. , hile 
be was still a hd tJle fa mily moved to the vicinity of Roberdel, 
Union ConntY. He was a student of IVake F ores t Coll cge 1882-84, 
and 1886-90, and was gradnt;ted with the B nchclor of Arts degree 
in June, 1890. For the yea r 18 90-91 he was a grad ua te s tud ent in 
Latin a nd Greek at J ob ns Hopkins Univ ersity. In June, 1891, on the 
eleration of Professor J. B. Carlyl e to the head of th e L atin depart­
ment of the Coll e;;c, Maske was a ppoin ted to his pLJce, ;;-:"istant 
professor of G;-cek and L atin. This pos itio n lle held until his d ..:ath _ 
on S ep tembe r 17, 1894. His death was can sed by ty p hoid [ever, 
probably contracted while he was engaged in canvassing in the Green 
River, M ecklenburg, an d otber associations, for s tuclents in the summe r 
of 1894. He was unwell wh en he rclurned to the College for the 
opening of tbe s s ion and d id not undertake to bear' his c! ;).~s es. His 
remains, accompanied by Profe~sors Carlyle and Sikes were ta.ken 
to Roberdel for burial. 

Professor Maske was of rather spare physical build, but was strong 
-and vigorous and was able to do a great deal of mental work without 
sign of fatigue. He was an enthusiastic student of Greek, and being 
well instru cted in the gramma r and literature of the language under 
Profe. sor W. B. Royall, he was well equipped for further s tudy of 
the language under Professor Gilder~leeye at Johns H opk ins. Thougb 
lie r emained only a J <.:ar there he showed his enthusiasm for the ancient 
classics by collecting a large number of Greek and Latin texts and 
books relating to them. After bis death this valuable collection was 

-prescnted to tbe Coll ege Library by his executor, with t!,e provis ion 
tha t it be known as the "J. C. M aske Collec tion of An cient Cla s ics." 

.Professor :Maske's habi ts were th ose of a scholar; be was quiet 
without being rescr\"Cd in his saci;).l rela tions . Early in life he was 
converted and baptized into the membership of the Meadow Branch 
Baptist Chllreh in Union County; when the fa mily moved to Roberdel 
be proved a s trong supporter of the B ap tist ebureh th e re which was 
thcn young and of few members. He always remained strong in bis 
religions con viet.ions. In his rep ort to tbe Board of Trus tees in June, 
1895, Prcs ident Taylor said: "He was an excellent scbolar, a sue-_ 
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ORDINATION 


On the call of the church at Mount Moriah, a presbytery con­

sisting of Rev. Dr. Wm. Royall, of Wake Forest College, Rev. 

O. L. Stringfield, of Wakefield, and the writer, met at the re­

sidence of Bro. Thomas Johns, in Auburn, on Saturday evening 

and examined Rev. E. G. Beckwith, the pastor, on his ex­

perience of grace, call to the ministry, and views of doctrine. 

The examination proving satisfactory, it was unanimously agreed 

to proceed with the ordination, and on Sunday morning, Dec. 16th 

a large congregation assembled in Mount Moriah church to witness 

the ordination of their pastor. Rev. Dr. Wm. Royall preached a 

most appropriate and instructive sermon, taking as his text, 

"Who 1S sufficient for these things?" Tfie writer delivered the 

charge, Rev. O. L. Stringfield presented the Bible, and after 

prayer by Dr. Royall, the pastor pronounced the benediction. 

The brethren and sisters of Mount Moriah church, and the 

citizens of the community, were greatly interested, and manifested 

a tender interest in all that was done and said. They greatly 

love Bro. Beckwith. He is a zealous, abl~ preacher, and preaches 

the gospel of Christ earnestly and boldly. A man of thorough 

education and deep piety, he bids fair to become a most useful 

and influential minister of Jesus Christ. We rejoice with the 

good brethren of the church in securing his services as pastor. 

BIBLICAL RECORDER, Dec. 19, 1888, p. 2:2 
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BECKWITH --

Mrs. Kittie Beckwith, wife of Prof. E. G. Beckwith, died at her 

home in Wake Forest, February 22d, 1890, in her 20th year ..... . 

BIBLICAL RECORDER, March 26, 1890 

==-====================== 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

...... We announce with deep regret the death of Mrs. Beckwith, wife of 

Prof. E. G. Beckwith, of Wake Forest College. This splendid young woman 

died suddenly on Saturday morning last, and was b~ried in Clayton, N. C. 
"If· 

on Sunday evening. 

BlBLlCAL RECORDER, 26 February 1890 



HISTORIAN'S REPORT 

.. Prof. E. G. Beckwith, in the vigor of his strong manhood and in the 

midst of a career of singular usefulness, has been called to his reward. Wake 

Forest church in his death loses one of her most consecrated and useful members, 

Perry's chapel an able, faithful, and beloved pastor, and Wake Forest College 

an efficient and honored instructor. 

CENTRAL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION MINUTES, 1892, p. 11. 

+==+=~+c=+==+==+==+==+==+ 

BECKWITH 

Rev. Exum Green Beckwith died June, 1892, age~;about 34 years. 

N. C. BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION ANNUAL, 1892, p. 55. 
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NAME: Beckwith, Exum G 

DATA: Licensing, 1885 


SOURCE: Holly Springs Baptist Church Records (CR 24) 
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