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Qot .2Q l030 MOUNT HOLLY, N. c. 
-- lfrs·rORY OF THI: TUCKASJ:GlCr. B.Al-'TIST CHURCH 

TUckasegee Baptist Church is about oenterly located between 
the townsor Belmont and Mt, Holly.N.c. 
The church was organi•ed on the lsth day or April lQll with 
a membership or 50.At thi.s time there was no house in which 
to• worship except a small one room school house whioh was 
used tor a period or one year. 
ReT.Geo.L MU.llis was called to take up the reins as first 
pastor;nuring'his leadership or about tour years theohurch 
grew steadly in membership and in the year 1g12 the people 
or this comunity and by the help or the mill owners erected 
a oommendiible church house on a tract of' land giTen by A.P. 
Rhyne and T.W.Rprings. 
On Dec. 20 101~ ReT.L.M.Hobbs was called next as pastor. 
He serTfitg the church tor about two years in whieh it grew 
slow but steadly. 
ReT •.• a.McClure was next oalled to serTe as the deTine leadtr 
of that small but faithf'ul band or ohristial)). workers • 
ReT ~McClure being a modest but Tery humble,. called serTent of' 
God1serTed the church Tery faithf'ully for &bout three years 
during which tlme the chur-eh and.,sunday sehool grew rapidly. 
Upon it's organisation the Tuckasegee Baptist Church was 

recieTed into what was known then as the South Fork Baptist 
Association but was later consolidated and is now known 
as the Gaston County Baptist Association. 
ReT. L.A.Bangle was called to take up the pastorial work 

or the church NoT.11 19171 he being a Ter7 able man serTed 
about f'our years,with the church continuing to grow steadly 
during his leadership. 
ReT .C.J..1.Taylor \fas called some time in 1921; he serTing about. 

one year. 
On oct.20 1Q22 Bev.I.C.Miller or Patterson N.C. was called to 

the pastorial work of the church and during his leadership 
of about three years the church and other departments grew 
steadly. Bro.~iller being a Tery ,bdncere and able dobfed man 
was liked by the church as a whole. 
After Bro Yilleus resignation the latter part of·1925the church 

was withouf:- a pastor tor about a year. 
on Jan.2 1926 Rev A:~:.tockee or Lumberton N.C. was called to 

take up the work as pastor.At this time the church had gone 
down considerably but with such a noble,deTine man in ReT. 
Lockee as our pastor the chur-ch and sunday school and all other 
departments has grown by leaps and bounds during his nearly 
f'ive years of' work. 



-' MOUNT HOLLY, N. C., 

To-day the ohuroh has a membership or two hundred and the 
Sunday School has a little better than two hundred on roll. 
Also a good B.Y.P.u. with OTer one hundred members. 
we haTe a standerd Sunday School graded with li classes 

well balenced and all classes de.vided by curtains. 
We reel wonderfully blessed by having a man like Bro. 

Lockee in our mid.st to instruct and guide us to higher 

and nobTur things in this 1~ a . L. . 
clerk. -- 
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Tuckaseege Baptists Take 
VBS To Kentucky 

For several years, members of 
Tuckaseege Baptist Church have 
traveled to Kentucky to share 
Vacation Bible School ex­ 
periences with congregations 
there. 
According to the Rev. Mack 

Pressley, this year's trip turned 
out to be one of the best yet. 
Following is the report as made 
by the pastor in his "Mack 
Chats ... " column of the church 
newsletter. 

Our Kentucky trip included 
38 people this year. After bus 
trouble on the way up it was all 
smooth sailing. We worked in 
Vacation Bible Schools in three 
churches. 

We had been to Locust Grove 
several times before and to Black 
Mountain once. Four Mile was 
the one that was new for us. 
Black Mountain and Locust 
Grove are without pastors. 
Brother James Gross is pastor at 
Four Mile as he was when I 
went to Harlan County a few 
ye(Jrs ago. He has pastored 

other churches since, but is now 
back at Four Mile. 
Our folks always come back 

talking about how nice the peo­ 
ple are to us. I have often said 
that Harlan County's greatest 
resource is not coal but people. 
They certainly proved it this 
time. 

We have come to look for­ 
ward to Prayer Meeting at 
Loyall. Brother Keith Rogers 
and the people are so kind to in­ 
vite us each year. This is always 
a kind of homecoming for the 
Pressleys. Our young people 
sang and Bob Osment gave his 
testimony. We joined hands with 
the people of Loyall in the clos­ 
ing prayer. It was a warm ex­ 
perience. 
All of our experiences were 

warm. That was the hottest 
week that I have ever seen in the 
mountains. On Wednesday it 
was IO I degrees in Harlan and 
Pineville. We had several water 
fights and everybody was hoping 
they would be hit. Stores in 
Harlan did a big business in 

shaving cream and we had fights 
with that. I believe that this 
crowd played more than any 
group ever has. 

I was pleased with the number 
of new couples we had this time. 
Aside from the old standard 
crowd we had. . .Bob and 
Melody Osment, Jimmy and 
Elaine Jackson, Jackie and San­ 
dy Rogers, Galen and Rachel 
Cassada (Rachel had been 

. before). Ray and Margaret made 
it back without hearing a hoot 
owL 
The trip to Pine Mountain 

State Park on Tuesday was nice. 
We took a little walk out to the 
Chain Rock. Elaine got her 
walking in for the year. My only 
regret was that some who have 
always enjoyed hiking could not 
be with us this year. . .Puny 
... and Bertha// 



Organized April 16, 1911By59 Men And Wome 

Tuckaseege Baptist Church Is 65 
'I'u c k a s e e g e Baptist 

Church, under the leadership 
of the Rev. Mack Pressley, 
will participate in the 
Bicenterinial Service of Praise 
at Mount Holly Junior High 
School on Sun., May 2. 
In 1911 there was no 

organized church at 
Tuckaseege. 
Different churches and 

denominations held services 
in the little red schoolhouse 
from time to time. The 
schoolhouse was located some 
50 yards west and across the 
road from · the present 
Tuckaseege Baptist Church. 
These services were without 
any regularity and nobody 
was in charge. 
On April 16, 1911, 59 men and 

women met and organized the 
Tuckaseege Baptist Church. 
That group built a brush arbor 
near the present church site 
and began to hold services on 
'a regular basis. Not all of the 
59 charter members are 
known, but we do have a 
partial list, it includes: 
Mr. & Mrs. G.R. Auten, T. 

Alexander, Mr. & Mrs. J.W. 
Bumgardner, Docia Curry, 
Mr. & Mrs. D.R. Huffstetler, 
Mr. and Mrs. N .H. Huffstetler, 
Sr., F.T. Hovis, Lizzie Har-. 
tgrove, Janie Johnson, L. 

Lawing, Mr. & Mrs. C.F. 
Lowe, Mr. and Mrs. George L. 
Mullis, Viola Connell, and Mr. 
and Mrs. A.J. Mauney. 
Also J.W. Miller, W.W. 

McAllister, Cluster Nichols, 
W.L. O'Daniel, E.A. Riley, 
Mrs. Fannie Riley, L.A. Stone, 
Lillie Thrower, Mr. & Mrs. 
J.M. Huffstetler, J.E. 
O'Daniel, Walter Mullis, F.J. 
Harris and W.G. Stowe. 
George L. Mullis became 

the first pastor. . Little is 
known of the church under his 
leadership, but the 
congregation grew until 
neither the schoolhouse nor 
the brush arbor would hold 
them. 
January 22, 1912 the 

Tuckaseege Manufacturing 
Company gave the group two 
and three-eighths acres upon 
which to build. Soon a 
building 36 by 48 feet was built 
and this building along with its 
'furnishings cost about 
$1,300.00. Several years later, 
during the pastorate of A.A. 
Lockee, a wing was added to 
each side. 
In January of 1935 W.E. 

Abrams was called to be 
pastor. For a year the work 
was half time with the other 
half going to Spencer 
Mountain. The following year, 

1936, the church called him to 
serve full time at a salary of 
$780.00 per year. 
Under the leadership of 

Rev. Abrams, attention was 
given to the training of Sunday 
School teachers and the 
Sunday School became 
"standard" for the first time. 
The Church had its first 
stewardship campaign and 
the old debt on the building 
was paid and the church was 
put on a sound basis of 
finance. 
In 1941 Superior Yarn 

Company donated land across 
the road for a pastorium. The 
house was built and is still in 
use. It was completely 
renovated in 1972. A building 
fund was established and the 
people began to think about a 
new church building. 
In 1943 Rev. David Roberts 

became pastor. It became his 
responsibility to lead the 
church through the final 
planning and building of the 
present church building. The 
first service was held in the 
building Dec. 17, 1950. The 
keys were presented to the 
pastor by the ·v .P. Loftis 
Construction Company of 
Charlotte. 
During the years to follow 

the church became a leader )n 

Baptist work in North 
Carolina. The church was 
known everywhere for its 

'strong Baptist Training Union 
for teaching and training 
members. 
Rev. Reel was pastor until 

December 1966. Dr. C.C. 
Warren then served as interim 
pastor and advisor until the 
church called Rev. Glenn 
Tallant as pastor. Dr. Tallant 
resigned in March 1969 and the 
following November Mack 
Pressley became the churches 
thirteenth pastor. 
The 13 pastors who have 

served the church are: 1911, 
George Mullis; W.B. Mc­ 
Clure; 1920, L.A. Bangle; 1920- 
1922, C.L. Taylor; 1922-1925, 
J.C. Miller; 1926-1927, B.H. 
Lockridge, 1927-1933, A.A. 
Lockee; 1933-1934, Harry M. 
Roberts; 1934-1943, W .E. 
Abrams; 1943-1946, David B. 
Roberts; 1947-1966, 0.B. Reel; 
1967-1969, Glenn Tallant; and 
1969 - Mack Pressley. 
The church is now \ 

celebrating its 65th an­ 
niversary and is prayerfully 
planning for the future. 

• 

- .- 
Tuckeseege Baptist Church completed in 1950 
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Tuckaseege Bagt,istChurch To Honor Its Pastor, Rev. 0. B. Reel 
On Sunday For Eighteen . Years Faithful And Fruitful Service 

+ + + 
Special Services Scheduled 
Al 9:00 A. Ma Easler Sunday 

e congregation of Tuckaseege Baptist Church 
1 honor the pastor, the Rev. 0. B. Reel, in special 

eremonies Easter Sunday morning. 
The Anniversary Observance Program will begin 

at 9:00 a.m. with special Easter music, under the 
direction of Mrs. Delores Poovey. Three choirs wdll 
participate. 

At 9:45 several members of the church, and a num­ 
ber of outside speakers will bring messages of ap­ 
preciation of the pastor and his work. 

Sunday afternoon at 5:30 p.m. the Rev. C. L. Taylor 
of Stanfield will bring the message. Rev. Taylor was 
pastor of Tuckaseege Baptist Church from 1290 
through 1921. Many of his old friends will want to 
hear him speak. 

A booklet, entit~d. "Ei~-1 
teen Eventful Years is being late Mr. A. C. Lineberger Sr., 
complied for the special serv. was president of the company 
ices and will be distributed at the time the property was 
cm Easter Sunday. given to the church. 

Rev. Reel, 47 year-old native The original property gift 
of Lincolnton County, came to was for just over two acres of 
Tuckaseege in 1947 to take land. In 1941 the successors to 
over the pastoral duties, from Tuckaseege Mfg., Superior Yarn 

-----------------.____--------------------------- Rev. David Roberts. Prior to Mills, gave the church an ad­ 
coming to his new pastorate ditional one and two-tenth acres 
he was assistant to the pastor of land. · i'lfallJ 
and Educational Director of The first sanctuary was a one 
Leray Baptist Church, Gastonia. room building measuring 36 

. feet by 18 feet. In later years, 
Under the leadership of Rev. the building was enlarged by 

Reel Tuckasecge has made adding wings on both sides of 
hvs ical the building and Sunday School 

TUCKASEEGE BAPTIST CHURCH 
as it looks today was completed in 
1951. The building cost in excess of 
$83,000. At the present time Tucka­ 
seege Baptist has property valued at 

$250,000 dollars. The church has made 
tremendous strides, physically and 
spiritually, under the direction of its 
present pastor, the Rev. 0. B. Reel. 

,_ ...... ~, nJer Ieaders 1p 01 Rev. 0. B. Reel 
THIS VIEW from the air of Tuckaseege Baptist 
Church and parsonage was taken in 1949. Since 
that time a new church building has been erected 
and much work done on the parsonage and grounds. 

The original land for the church was donated by 
Tuckaseege Mfg. Co., on January 22, 1912, when Mr. 
A. C. Lineberger was president of the mill. Tuckaseege Baptist Church Has 

Made Much Progress Over Years 
Under the leadership of the an average of $5,055.~7 per Both Training Umon and Sun- Tuckaseege Bapt1.st Church Day Nursery lRev. 0. B. Reel Tuckaseege year. Total receipts for all day School have been depart- 

Baptist Church has made much causes has totaled $513,897.42, mentalized and graded and were 
progress. for an average of $28,555.42 per standard for a number of years. I 
In 1947, when Rev. Reel came year. The Biblical Recorder (State • ' • 

to Tuckaseege the Sunday In 1951 a complete new Baptist Newspaper), Home Life 
Schoo~ enrollment stood at 229. church building was construct- Magazine (publishe by the Is A Big B ess1ng T 0 Workmg Mothers 
'1n this short span of 18 years ed and equipped. Rev. Reel ser- Southern Baptist Association) 
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