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JOURNAL AND SENTINEL

Award winners (from left) Dr. Fleming Fuller, Dr. John W. Chandler, Eghert L. Davis Jr., Ben C. Fisher and James W.
Sorrell and Lt, Gen. Prlnk A. Armstrong were not present when pictures were taken, 3

Dr. C. S. Black (left) and Dr. A. C. Reid

. Wake Forest College
_jamimed . into the school cafe-

~ plain the mmury shortcommp

«+ Lt. Gen. Frank A, Ax

 Alaska is a position for offense,

: reinforced battle groups there,

WF Alumni Hear General

Alaska Called Indefens sible

By Joe Goodman
SlaH Reporter
In 2 3%-hour session last night
alumni

teria to praise one another,
‘"hand out awards and -listen to
a retired Air Force general ex-

and strengths of Alas

forced to make the decision
whether or not to use a nuclear
weapon on Alaska, thereby de-
stroying part of the American
civilisn populace there.
Armstrong also said that if a
ningle railroad bridge and a sin-
xle highway bridge were bomh-
on the Alcan Highweay be-
lween Alaska and the rest of
the United Stltas. Alaska

‘a Wake Forest alumnus and na-
tive of Hamilton, said that

not defense. In fact, he added,
the territory can’t be defended.
' He speculated that if the Rus-
sians should airdrop troops iuto
the area and overcome the two

the _United States milht ba

couldn't be

He pointed out that the near-
ness of Alaska to the rest of
the nation was a cause of grave
concern during World War II.

“They put some Japs on the
Aleutian Islands and the 'West
C:j:lat went absolutely ape,” he
said,

Yet he called Alaska the most
ululble pleca of rul uuu

10 Per Cent More WF Alumni Contribute Funds

A 10 per cent lncrease in giv-
Ing among Wake Forest College
alumni was reported yesterday.

James B. Turner Jr. of Ra-
leigh, new president of the col-
lege's alumni assoliation, said
alumni glving for the current
fiscal year will total more than
$220,000 and that the percent-
age of giving has increased from
3 to 19 per cent over the pre-
vious fiscal year. !

Pointiog out that the national
average for giving among col-
Jege alumni is 30 per cent, Turn-
er amoted that 38 per cent of
those Wake Forest alumni who
aclually gradusted are now par-
licipating in the anpual giving
program,

He gave major credit for the
increase to M. Henry Garrity
who became director of de-

velopment and alumnl l“lll'!’

about a year ago.

Turner was elected president
of the alumnl at the luncheon
meeting where he made his re-
port. The new first vice presi-
dent Is J. Smith Young of Lex-
ington, The second vice presi-
dent is Mrs. Thomas B, Van
Poole Jr. of Arlington, Va., C. C.
Hope Jr., Charlotte banker, is
the retiring president.

Elected new members of the
alumni council were George W.
Hamrick, Shelby; W. Reid Sta-
ton, Winston-Salem; Dr, J. Sam

lingsworth told the luncheon
Eroup of more than 200 that the
“uitimate image of Wake For-
est College Is spelled out in the
lives: of Ity alommni . , . The
college recognizes that there is
something unique in every per-
sonality and tries to develop it.
In turn, the college depends on
ovel alumnus to prove the

ty of what it seeks to do.”
—y

A gavel made of wood from
the Alumni Building on the old
eampus was presented to Hope
by Mrs. Everett C. Snyder of
Wake Forest in memory of her
husbend who managed the col-
lege book store a npumber of
years,

Earller yesterday the college's
board of trustees held a routine
meeting.

e —

Holbrook, Statesville;  Addison
Hewlett *Jr., Wilmington; Mrs.
Clifton G. Parker Jr., Woodland;
Dr.-Thomas H. Fetzer, Ralelgh;
Dr. 0. Woodrow Pittman, Ahos-
kie; James F. Juatice and Dr.
Reid Gaskins, both of Charlotte;
Bert L. Shore of Brimingham,
Ala s Fidmund F Tioev. Fllieatt

SR &
ek =

P
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n. Vietor G.
Mason.
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owned by lke United States.
One of the main announce-
ments at last night's banquet
reunion, wis that the A. C. Reld
Philosopby end Endowment
Fund has reached $98,000.

The fund, named in honor of
the college's philosophy depart-
ment hegd who “retires this
year, will be used to establish
an A. C. Reid chair of philos-
ophy. .

Reid was honored last night
along with C. S. Black, retiring
chemistry department head,
Black was presented a letter

Rev. Car
To Preacl
WF Serm

The Rev. Warren T. ¢
pastor of Wake Forest
Church, will deliver tr
calaureate sermon at
Forest College at 11 a.m
in Walt Chapel.

Other commencement
today Include:

3 p.m. - senmior oralin
the presentation of awar
medals in DeTamble A
lum of the Humanities B

430 -8 pm. -~ Prv
and Mrs. Trihble's recepl
graduates and their visi
the main lounge of Re

all.

7:30 p.m. — a commenc
recital by students in
Chapel.

Senior orations, In co
tion for the A. D. Warc
tor’s Medal, will be giv
Jerry B. Altkisson of K
“Reflections of & Senior”
tha Jane Swain of Fayeit
“Toward the Prize of the
Calling”'; Chester Neal T

‘| Gastonla, “Democracy in

ica”; and Donis Mann Wi
of Hethesda, Md., ‘Lite
and the Practical Man".
The program for the
mencement recltal will
“Chorale in A Minor, N
by Franck, Renmald Sch
of Washington, D. C., ¢
“Duet: La ci darem la r
from “Don Giovanni” hy
z2art, Jeanette Stone of Rov
soprano, Richard Brantle
Nuhvllle. Tenn., baritone
K. W. Lacy of Ahoskie, 1
“Ten Bagatelles, Op, 5" by
erepnin, Judith Lea of L«
ton, piano; and “Rastlose L
by Schubert, *Verborgen
and “Gesand Welya's"” hy
and “Cacilie” by Strauss,
nette Stone, soprano, and
Lucille Harris, instructo
Wake Forest, piano,

- —

end plaque of appreciation. And
Reid wax a plaque '
lnd a bwnd volume of essays
hy bhis colleagues, all former
students of his,

Seven alumai were also hon-
ored for distinguished service
in their particular fields. They
were Armstrong, for his mili-
lry service; Egbert L. Davis

r. of Winston-Selem, business;
Jobn W. Chandler, acting pro-
vost of Williams College, educa-
tion; Ben C, Fisher, director of
the division of Christian Educa-
tion of the Baptist State Con-
ventlon, education; Dr. Flem-
ing Fuller of Kinston, medicine;
James W. Mason of Laurin-
burg, law; and Victor G. Sor-
rell, basehall cosch of North
Carolina State University.

.
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FF BEAT

Old War Horse Remembers
Those Days Over Germany

By ED CAMPBELL

staff Reporfer

LT. GEN. FRANK A. ARMSTRONG, whose ex-
ploits in flak-black air over Germany in 1943 formed
the basis for the book, movie and TV
series “12 O’Clock High,” came to Win-
ston-Salem last week to address fellow
alumni of Wake Forest College.

We phoned him at his motel room
soon after his arrival by car from his
home in Tampa, Fla.,, where he lives in
retirement. We told him we’d like an in-
terview.

“What do you want to talk about?”
he said.

“Oh, we can talk about World War

CAMPBELL
II and Viet Nam and ‘12 O’Clock High’ .. .”
“How about six o’clock high?”

THE OLD WAR HORSE with the strong face and
the grey going white sat on the edge of his bed and
fixed his eyes on his guests. The eyes were blue-grey,
the color the sky over Germany might have been in
1943 had it not been for the time and the events. He
was in a shortsleeved shirt and seersucker trousers.
Mothballed back home were the uniform and the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, Service Cross, Silver Star,
Service Medal, Air Medal, British Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross, Belgian Croix de Guerre and the rest . ..

“Scared on a raid? On all of them,” he said.

“I nearly got shot down over Antwerp. My navi-
gator got his legs shot off. My copilot got hit. Killed.
They hit us pretty bad that day.

“I stayed scared. Anyone who tells you he isn't
afraid, I
not scared when they’re shooting at you, your mind’s
way off somewhere, I'll tell you that.

“You've got a lot of company if you're afraid.”

MORE BULLETS, bombs, blood and 22 years
later, Armstrong is a civilian who likes to ease his
cabin cruiser off the Florida coast and run for the big
water, where it’s deep and quiet and where the only

on’t think he has a good mind. If you’re

bombs he drops are baits for king mackerel anu
and ...

Yeah, I miss it, he said. Not the bombs and cer-
tainly not the smell and feel and sight and sound of
death, but the military service. _

“It takes you a long time, really, to get back info
civilian life. After I got out, I used to go down ,to the
commissary, something I never did before. I'd get
one of those carts, you know, and push it around the

lace and those women would bump me and I coulda’t
ind anything on the shelves . ..”

He broke it off. ¢
“How about letting me have one of those,” ‘he
said. -

He took up the tossed cigarette and tore a reld-
head from the matchbook and struck it and lit up a‘nd
drew heavily.

“One before my wife gets back.”

'
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World War Il Her
Was Wake Alumnus

Lt Gen. Frank A. Armstrong,
hero of the famed first daylight
raid on Nazi-occupied territory
in France in 1942, will be buried
with full military honors in

Arlington National Cemetery,
Arlington, Va.,, at 3 pm.
Monday.:

Armstrong died Wednesday in
Tampa, Fla.

The 67-year-old relired Air
Force officer, a native of Hamil-
ton, inspired the book, movie
angd television series “12 O’clock
High” with his 1942 raid.

He was an alumnus of Wake
Forest College, where he had
an outstanding athletic career,
In the spring of 1962 be was
awarded a Distinguished
Alumnus Award during a Wake
Forest alumni reunion.

He was an uncle of I. T.
(Tim) Valentine Jr., a Nashville
lawyer and N. C. State Demo-
cratic chairman from 1966-68.

_Armstrong spent his early life
at Hobgood, in Halifax County.
He graduated from Hobgood
High School and attended
Guilford College for two years,

In 1920 he entered Wake
Forest, where be received an
LL. B. degree in 1923 and a
B. S. degree in 1925. He was
first baseman on the Wake
Forest baseball team for each
of his four undergraduate years
and captain of the team in his
senior year. At the same time,
he was hailed as ‘‘the best

blocking back’ ever to play on
a Wake Forest football team.
Armstrong also managed the
law school's basketball team.

During a 1942 chapel speech
to Wake Forest students,
Armstrong said he drew his war
tactics from his football days
at the school. , P

Armstrong taught school and
coached at Selma until be en-
tered Air Force flight school
in 1927. In 1928 he graduated
with honors ~and was com-
misioned a first lieutenant.

During his early years in the
Air Force, Armstrong served as
pilot for various dignitaries, as
a flight instructor and as a mail
pilot In 1934, when the Air
Force took over air mail ser-
vice. :

Armstrong  received the
Distinguished Flying Cross in
1935 when he hrought a twin-
engine amphibian plane and all
its passengers to safety after
one of the plane’s engines ex-
ploded over Panama.

He was an aerial warfare ob-
server in England in 1940, acting
in secrecy because the U.S. had
not yet entered World War II.
After the U.S. entered the war,
Armstrong was sent back to
England.

In 1943 he led the 99th and
305th bomber groups in B1T
raids over Germany. He was
promoted to major general that

F. A. ARMSTRONG

PAN
strong was unified commander
of all armed forces in Alaska.
He campaigned to have inter-
mediate range missile sites Built
in Alaska,

Armstrong’s daring wo
numerous decorations and hon-
ors, including the Distinguished
Service Cross, the Distinguished
Service Medal with an oak ieaf
cluster, the Silver Star Medal,
the Air Medal with an cak leaf
cluster, the Belgian Croix \de
Guerre with palm, and the Gold
Medal of the Aero Club of Nor-
way. He was the first Americd
to receive the British Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross. Four
oak leaf clusters were added to

his Distinguished Flying Cross.

year. ’
When he retired in 1961, Arm-

=t i

DECEMBER 10, 1953.

T :Halifax Native:

HISTORIC GARMENT—The uniform that Maj. Gen.
Frank A. Armstrong Jr., native of Hobgood, wore on the
historic bombing raids over “Festung Europa” in World
War II will be placed in the Air Museum at Riverside Inn,
Calif. Mrs. I. T. Valentine of Nashville is a sister of the
general, :

BARKSDALE AIR FORCE
BASE, Ala, Dec. 9—A well
travelled uniform is about to make
its last trip. i

At the request of the director of
the Air Museum, Riverside Inn,
Calif.,, Maj. Gen. Frank A. Arm-
strong Jr., is donating for per-
manent display the Air Corps uni-
form he wore on historic daylight
bombing raids over “Festung Eu-
ropa.” Gen. Armstrong is now com-
mander of Second Air Force, SAC,
with headquarters at Barksdale

B, La. X

The 12-yemr-old uniform Was
brought out of the General’s ward-
Tobe this week. He recalled that he
ordered it upon his arrival in Eng-

.land early in 1942, and that he wore
it during his tour of duly under
Gen. Ira Eaker, whom he served
as operations officer.

Eighth Air Force headquarters
at that time was located in a vacat-
ed school for girls at High Wickam,
but the famous shoulder patch of
the Eighth had not been designed
when this uniform was tailored. It
bears the .simple ‘winged-star' de-
vice of the old U. S." Army Air
Corps—the one they wrote the song
about. pof )

. Gen. Armstrong, then a colonel,
wore 'this uniform on two of the
ﬁost famous raids of World War

One was the first daylight bomb-
ing raid over Axis-held Europe. In
August 1942, Gen. Armistrong led a
flight of B-17 bombers in an attack
on the railroad marshalling yards

“at Rouen-Cottesville, France, plas-
tering the target with 36,800
pounds of bombs from an altitude
of 23,000 feet, and returning to Bri-
tish- bases without the loss of a
s_in.gle life or airplane,. Prior to this
time the RAF had .carried the
brqnt of the counter-attack against
Axis targets, using area-bombing
tactics on night missions only.

Gen. Armstrong’s daylight

achievements on this raid brought
{him the first British Distinguished
|Flying Cross ever awarded to an

2

Uniform Museum Piece Now

American flier. The United States
Army Air Corps recognized his‘
accomplishments with a Silver Star
medal and an Qak Leaf Cluster to
his Distinguished Flying Cross,
which he originally received at
Barksdale in 1936.

Col. Paul Tibbets, who h(zrl
made history himself by delivering
the first atomic bomb on Hiroshi-
ma, was Gen. Armstrong’s co-pilot
on the Rouen raid. A $

The uniform also went along on
the first heavy-bomber raid over
Germany in January, 1943, when
Gen. Armstrong led the famous at-
tack on Wilhelmshaven. Here the
targets were the submarine pens,
where the Nazi undersea raiders
were serviced for their wolf-pack
attacks on Allied convoys in the
North Atlantic. His co-pilot on the
flight was Col. Claude Putnam,
who is now Deputy Director of
Plans, at Headquarters Strategic
Air Command. \

Gen. Armstrong still fits the uni-
form, to the envy and despair of
many former and some present Air
Force officers. After all, in 12 years
a fellow is apt to gain a bit of]
weight, : g

Convinced that the old OD will
never replace the Air Force blue
uniform, Gen. Armstrong is willing
for this one to become a museum
piece.
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When U.

on Japan's steel works, there was a
story behind the scenes regarding the

officef who

That officer is Brig. Gen. Frank A.
Armstrong, one of the most daring and
pest-loved officers ever to fly a plane
_over Germany. For months, Armstrong,
based in England, was in command of

| raid after r

| and led them himself. At that time, he|

held the rank of colonel Several times,
almost shot out from under

kept on flying.

planes were
him, but he

Coupled ‘with his daring, “Old Army,”

‘a5 they call

knack of getting close to his men. They
worshipped him. .

So. General “Hap” Arnold wisely de-
cided to capitalize on -this by bringing
Armstrong back to the U.S.A. to train
the crews which were to undertake the |

nost - difficul

‘war—over industrial Japan.

~ Knowing

shot down sooner Or later if he insisted

on flylng wi

Arnqld ordered “Old Army”’ home and
out to Grand Island, Nebraska. There, |
above the prairies of Kansas and Ne- |
braska, he has been training the men

.who raidéd
| many more
is over.

S. B-29's rained explosives

trained those expert pilots

TN

aid over enemy territory—

B —

Armstrong, had an unusual

¢ bombing missions of the

that Armstrong might be

PR R e

th his men over Germany,

>

Japan and who will make | rank A, Armstrong, United ‘--
such raids before the war i who served in Tandon 2s.an obs

L. ‘

‘--——_"- - i
When U. S. B-20's rained explosives
n Japan's steel works, there was &

" story behind the scenés regarding ‘the

officer who trained -those expert pilots. {

That officer is Brig. Gen. Frank_A.

—

Armstrong, one of the most daring and

and led them himself. At

planes were .almost shot ou
him, but he kept on fiying.
| Coupled with his daring &
as they call Armstrong, had an unusual
knack of getting close to his men. They

worshipped him

| So.General-“ﬁap" Arnocld wisely de-
' dided to capitalize on this by bringing
Armstrong- pack to the US.A. to train
the ¢rews which were ‘to undertake the

gmost-dimcult pombing ‘missions o!\ the

| war—over industrial Japan.

¥ Knowing that Armstrong might be

Feci-loved officers ever to fiy a plane
ovér Germany. For months, Armstrohg,
based in England, was in command of
raid after raid over enémy territory—
‘ ' that time; he
held the rank of colongl. Several times,
\ ' ; t from under. -

shot down seoner or later it he insisted
on fiying with. his rhen ever Germanys

Arnold ordered “Old Army” home and
sut to Grand Island, Nebraska. ' Theré
above the prairies of Kansas and Ne-
praska, he has been training_the men
who raided Japan and who Will make

more such raids before the war |
| many e such Fels the. W

L)

is over. ({1 &
‘l - :,1151

'01;.5' .
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The North Carolina Division
of Archives and History
The Town of Hobgood
Former Congressman Tim Valentine and
James Valentine
cordially invite you to
the unveiling of the Highway Historical Marker
in honour of
Lieutenant General Frank Armstrong
Two-thousand and one
at eleven o’clock in the moming
on NC Highway 125 across from the Town Hall
Hobgood, North Carolina

Lunch will be available at a modest price

near the site of the ceremony
at 12:00 noon

See map on reverse side
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Lieutenant General Frank Armstrong
1898 - 1969

O

Highway Historical Marker
Dedication Ceremony




~ Program ~

Lieutenant General Frank Armstrong
Highway Historical Marker Dedication
Apﬁ[ZO, 2001 at 11:00 a.m.

HOSE 5. 1 0 505 55 firs 5509 05 T e ey T ¥ D TR v 4 Tim Valentine
Presentation of Colors .. ................ LLS. Air Force Color Guard
Seymour Johnson AFB, Goldsboro, NC
DGRON. -« o «n"i o il T RS S L S Reverend Glascoe Mercer
Pledge of Aflegiaitel. o o3 cinss vos 5 oo matciesons ¥ iiras Dan Vaughan
[ NN —— e T Tim Purvis, Mayor of Hobgood
Recognition of Special Guests . . ................... Tim Valentine
BEORE' 5 . 555 30 Tl s R A e e e e 4 ' Michael Hill
Division of Archives and History
BoES . s ssme s woini & Major General James Hildreth, LISAF-Retired
BEMAIRS . ..o oin o 00 s wnle wea 0 Colonel George Dalferes, USAF-Retired
Remarks .. .ovvvvenonnnnn. Lieutenant Colonel Rett Newton, LISAF
Unveiling of Marker . ............... Frank Armstrong IV, Grandson
Ryan Annstrong, Great-grandson

The National Anthem

While today’s ceremony honours the memory of
Lieutenant General Frank Armstrong, it is dedicated to Major Frank
Armstrong III and all other men and women who gave
their (ives in the service of the United States of America.
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A Brief History

Frank A. Armstrong, Jr. was bom in Hamilton, North Carolina on May 24, 1898
to Annie Hobbs Anmstrong and Frank A. Armstrong, Sr. From infancy to his (ate
teens fie (ived in Hobgood, lﬁ(qrtﬁ Carolina. He graduated from Wake Forest College
(now Wake Forest University) in 1923.

In 1928, Frank joined the Army Air Corps and received his wings and commission
in 1929. On March 6, 1929, e married Vemelle Hudson of Richmond, Virginia.
They had one child, Frank A. Armstrong III, who followed his father into the Air
Force. Major Frank Armstrong I11, always “Fuzz” to his father, was killed in action
in VietNam in 1967.

Armstrong retired in 1961 with the rank of Lieutenant General. His wife Vemelle,
whom e called “Fluffy”, died a few months after his retirement.

During World War I1, then Colonel Armstrong led the first dayfight raid by the LLS.
over Axis territory. For this successful mission, fie was awarded the Silver Star and
an Oak Leaf Cluster to his Distinguished Flying Cross (he received his first DFC in
1936 in Panama). For this achievement, fie became the first American officer to be
awarded the British Distinguished Flying Cross.

Earfy in 1943, Brigadier General Armstrong led the first heavy bomber raid over
Gennarty proper. His experiences during this period became thie inspiration for the
novel Twelve O’Clock High by Bieme Lay and Cy Bartlett. The book was made into
a film starring Gregory Peck and (ater became a television series.

Later in the war, General Armstrong became Commander of the 315th Bomb Wing
and took this unit into combat in the Pacific in May of 1945. He fed numerous
missions over targets in Japan and, in August of 1945, flew from Guam to Honshu,

the [ongest and [ast bombing raid of the war.
- Sl g i e (continued on back cover)




In November of 1945, Armstrong led the first non-stop flight from Hokkaido, Japan
to Washington, D.C. in a Boeing B-29 Bomber.

In June of 1948, he headed the Alaskan Air Command and pioneered a non-stop air
route from Alaska to Nonvaymffrom Norway to New York.

His (ast active duty post was as Commander of all American Forces in Alaska with
rank of Lieutenant General.

He retired in 1961 and passed away in 1969. He is buried in Arfington National
Cemetery.

~ Decorations and medals ~
Silver Star
British Distinguished Flying Cross
Distinguished Service Cross
Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster
Distinguished Flying Cross with four Oak Leaf Clusters
Distinguished Service Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster
Belgian Croix de Guerre
The Gold Medal of the Aero Club
(Norway’s highest civilian award)

General Armstrong’s papers are in the
Special Collections Department
Joyner Lifrary
East Carolina University
Greenville, North Carolina 27858
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