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SUNllAY MORNING, JUNE 6, 1965 	 J OUIINAL AND SENTINl:L 

II,,, ..,.... W H\lWllni WI"" 

A14'ord winners (Irom lelt) Dr. FI"mln( Fuller, Dr. John W. Chandler, Egbert L. Davis Jr., Beo C. Fisher aod Jamel W. Muon. Victor G. 
Sorrell and Lt.. Geo. Frau A. ArDIJlroog wue nol pr~eot when pldurea were takeo. , 

WF Alumni Hear General 

Alaska Called Indefensible 
By Joe Goodman 	 Corced to make the dec15ion 

whether or Dot to use I nudeu'It" 1I...mot' weapon on AI.skl, thereby de­
10 a 3~·bour senion lut night slroyina part of the American 

Wah Forut Collel! alumni civillaa popuJ.ee there. 
~:'tlme~ . ~~iI~e o~~no~h!~ ArmslroI1.l also saki that 11 . 

~ b'bd out IWUdJ aDd . listen to aingl~ r.Hrald ~r1d,e Ind • Iin­
• retired Air Force t eneral e:J.- ~Ie b.ighway bndle were bo mb­
pJatn the -mOil.". lihort.eo.minas ed 00 the Ale.o JUabw., be-
and IlreOltM ot Alaakl. tween ~..ka and lb. rut of 

the Umted. States, A I ask . 
. Lt. Gen. Fnnk A. Armttrong, couldn't. be eucuated. 

· ~v~·i:, F~r:n~~~~n':a.1:,d~:t He pointed out that lhe bear-
Alaska la a position to~ offense, Des. of Alut. tf) lbe rut of 
Dot defense. In lad . he Idded, tbe naUOD was I cause of uave 
&.be turltory can'L be delmded. (o~cero during World War 11. 

They put .om. Jlp. op. lb. 
He specul ated tbat if the Rut:· AleuUan Island! lad Ute ~est 

:~~~r~~~d.~~~~~~0':h: jt'!v~ ;~~~t ~ent abaolutely ap., be 

BI -'- (1 el) d D A 0 D id relmorc~d b.ttle lrouP' tbere, Vet be c.Ued Alaska the most 
Dr. C. S. a ... e ".n r. . . ..e tbo y _nitM Stale. ~I_ bo. valuable P~of_rul ••tato 

10 Per Cent MoI·~ WF'Alumni Contribute Funds 
A 10 pt:r ce.nt Increase In giv· PoinUo. out that the national Unpwortb. told the lun ~ heon A , ave.l mlde of wood from 

111{ amon, Wah FoecJ l Co li c." I vcra , e for giving among col· , roup or more lbln 2CXJ that the the Alumni BuUding 00 the old 
alumnJ wu reported yuterday. lege alumni Is 30 per ceot, Tu.rn· " ultim.te jml,e of Wake For· eampus WI.! presented to Hope 

J am!! B. Tumer Jr. of R.I.- er .noted that 38 Pfi cent 01 elt CoHeRe 11 , pelled out in l:tte by Mrt. Everell C. Snyder ot 
l t1~h. new preaJd(!:nt or the col ~ those Wake Forest .lumnl woo Una or H. alumni . . . Tbe Wake Forest in memory ot her 
ie-I'e', alu mni a"o~l l tion . s:lit.! aclually graduated. are now p.r. coUele recog'tllz.ts ,that there I, hU!lb.od who mlnlred the col­
al umni ,Ivl,., ror the current tleipaUnJ' in tb6 annual Clyl.J1l some~n.1 unJq.ue In every per- lege book .ton • Dumber 01 
fi~Cll ye.r will tolil l more than program. roaali ly and (ncs to develop It. yean. 
S220,0(k) IIJ,d tbat the per~ent- He fi ve m.jor credit for the lft....turn, Ole coUeg~ depends on Eartler yesterday the college'!! 
age of livln, hu lacreut!d from increase. to M. He.nrv GarrUy ~~~~, alumnus to prove tbe boud. of trusters beJd a routine 

to 19 ~r cent O\'et the pre- wh o beca.me director of de- I~Y of wbat it JeC.u to do." meeting. 
,lOUJ fista l yur. r velopment and alu rrW alfm a aa> 

about a yen 110. 

Turner ""u ~~cted prl:lldw t 
of the ~umn ( a t the lunch d 
mectJng where he made kf. te,r 
port. Tbe ne,.. fint vie6 pruL­
dent t. J. Smllb Young of Lex- , 
milon , Th~ Reond vice prnl- I 
dent u Mr.. Tbomu B. V.o I 

ir~e i~:, Ofc~~~~n'b!:k~~' ~ I 
the retiring prMldenl f 

F,1ecled DeW members of th e 
alumni council were George W. 
namrick, Shelby; W. IWd Sta· 
ton, Wins~n~S'lem; Dr, J. S3m 
Holbrook. SLatenille: Addl.aou 
Hewlett -Jr., Wilm lDlton; Jd'f'5. 
Clifton G, Puker Jr., Woodllnd ; 
Dr.·Thorn .. H. F.t.ter, Ralelgb; 
Dr , O. WoodrOW Pillman, AbOS-, 
Ide: Jamel " J lIJtice Ind DT~ 
n eld (i .skina, both of CharioUe: 
Dert L. Shore ot BrlmJ.n.ch. m. 
I\l a : P,fmu"rl F' lin"'\( PIII,.."tt 

owned b)' e United Slates. 
One of. the D,aln announce­

menll It lut nlcht'l baoquet 
~uniOD, wu that the A. C. Reid 
Philosopb), I D d Endowmeot 
Fund hu reacbed .,000. 

Tbe"luod, named: in bonor of 
tbe college" philosophy depart­
ment M¥ who reUnI this 
year, will be used to establish 
an A C Reid chair of philo..
opby: . 

Reid.as bonored lait rught 
IlODI with C. S. Black, reUrin, 
cbemistry department he.d, 
Black wu pre.euted I letler 
aud plaque of appreciaUoD. ADd 
Reid ..,.,.u p'resented a plaque ' 
and ~ bound volum. of essays 

b~ bi~ c:fe~lU9, aU former 
st ~:n a1U::! wore also hon­

~:;.~~;~~~gie~u
tal1' service; Egbert L. D .... is 
Jr. of. Winston-Salem, bUliness; 
Jobn W. Ch.cdler, acticg pro­
vost of WIWam.1 College, e<luca· 
tioo ; B C. Fisber, director of 
the dltt.lon of Cbrislian Educa' 
tlon of the BapUlt State Coo· 
venUon, educaUon; Dr. Flem· 
in, Fuller bf KlftItOQ, medicin,e; 
Jlm es W6 MUOD of Laurin· 
burl. I.",; and Vlclor O. Sor­
rell, bue¥l1 to.ch of North 
Carolinl '~Univtrait.... 

Rev. Carl 
To Preacl 
WF Serlll 

The Rev. Wlrren T, 
putor 01 Wale Forest 
Church, ..ill deliver tt 

~~~euS~e~lIe::r~o~l a~~ 
in W.lt Cb.pel. 

Other tommencemellt 
today ioclude : 

3 p.m. - senior orat io 
the pruentlUon of ,WII 
medlls in DeTlmble A 
tum of the HumanIties BI 

4:30 • e p,m. - Pr· 
and )fn. Tribble's re~~ pl 
,rldUJte. .od their Yi. i' 
the maiD lounge of fi e 
HaU. 

7:30 p.m. - I eommenc 
~tit.a[ by sludents in 
Cbapel. 

Senior oraUons, In co 
tlon for the A, D, Wan 
tor's Medal , will be gi\" 
Jerry B, Atlkb son of K 
"Reflections of • Senior" 
tba Jane Swain 01 F.~'etl 
"Toward the Pritt of th( 
Cillin,"; Chester Neal 'I 
Gastonl. , "Democr ilc!>' in 
Ie." ; aDd Donb M. nn w i 
of Bt the5da, Md., "Lite 
and the Pudical Man". 

The program lor the 
gleoeement recital will 
"Chorale in A :'tr inor, P. 

by Fr.nck, Rooald Sch' 
of Wuhioglon, D, C,' 
" Duct: La ci dnem 1a n 
from "Don Gionnnl" Dl 
tart, Jeanette Slone 01 Roy 
soprano, Richard BranUt 
Nashville. Tenn" baritone 
K. W. u cr or Ai>o,ki<. I 
"Ten Baga telle.., Op. 5" b} 
erepoin, J udith Ua of L( 
toll, piano; t nd IIRutlose L 
by Schubtrt, "Veroorgen 
and "Gesand Welya's" by 
and "Cacilie" by StrQ,ulS, 
nP.tte Stone, soprano. and 
Lu cille Hurls, in.structo 
W~ke Fo~stf plano. 

http:BrlmJ.n.ch
http:hU!lb.od
http:recog'tllz.ts
http:ultim.te
http:popuJ.ee


Wake Forest Photograph Index 
Oct ober 11, 1996 at 12: 03 p.m. Page 

14AME PUB DATE PAGE 
============================================================= 
Armstrong, Frank OGB 1924-05-02 
Armstrong, Frank ,~ . ~ OGB 1943-02-05 
Armstrong, Frank WFM 1960-06 20 
Armstrong, Frank WFM 1960·06 20 
Armstrong, Frank WFM 1958-10 18 
Arms trong, Frank A. WFM 1957-12 16 
Arms trong, Frank: A. OGB 1943-02-26 
Armstrong, Frank A. , III WFM 1960-06 20 
Armstrong, Frank A., J r . WFM 1969-09 43 
Armstrong, Frank Alton, Jr. OGB 1925-05-29 
Armstrong, Frank, III WFM 1958-10 18 

TOTALS: 


Printed 11 of the 31, 564 records. 


PRI MARY SORT FIELD: NAME 


SELECTION CRITERIA: 

(NAME="Armstrong, Frank") 


Check BIOGRAPHY FILE fo lder f irs t .!!! JRW 
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OFF BEAT 

Old War Horse Remembers.. ­
Those Days Over Gerlnany 

By ED CAMPBELL 
51.11 Repo rler 

LT. GEN. FRANK A. ARMSTRONG, whose ex­
ploits in flak-black air over Germany in 1943 formed 
the basis for the book, movie and TV 
series "12 O'Clock High," came to Win­
ston-Salem last week to address fellow 
alumni of Wake Forest College. 

We phoned him at his motel room 
loon after his arrival by car from his 
home in Tampa, Fla., where he lives in 
retirement. We told him we'd like an in­
terview. 

"What do you want to talk about?" 
he said. 

"Oh, we can talk about World War CAMPBELL 

II and Viet Nam and '12 O'Clock High' ..." 
"How about six o'clock high?''' 

THE OLD WAR HORSE with the strong face and 
the grey going white sat on the edge of his bed and 
fixed his eyes on his guests. The eyes were blue-grey, 
the color the sky over Germany might have been in 
1943 had it not been for the time and the events. He 
was in a shortsleeved shirt and seersucker trousers. 
Mothballed back home were the uniform and the Dis­
tinguished Flying Cross, Service Cross, Silver Star, 
Service Medal, Air Medal, British Distinguished Fly­
ing Cross, Belgian Croix de Guerre and the rest •.. 

"Scared on a raid? On all of them," he said. 
"I nearly got shot down over Antwerp. My navi­

gator got his legs shot off. My copilot got hit. Killed. 
They hit us pretty bad that day. 

"I stayed scared. Anyone who tells you he isn't 
afraid, I don't think he has a good mind. If you're 
not scared when they're shooting at you, your mind's 
way off somewhere, I'll tell you that. 

"You've got a lot of company if you're afraid." 

MORE BULLETS, bombs, blood and 22 years 
later, Armstrong is a civilian who likes to ease his 
cabln cruiser off the Florida coast and run for the big 
water, where it's deep and quiet and where the only 

bombs he drops are baits for king mackerel anli. 
and ... 

Yeah I miss it he said. Not the bombs and cer­
tainly n~t the smeh and feel and sight and sound of 

death, but the military service. 
"It takes you a long time, really, to get back into 

civIlian life. After I got out, I used to go down to ~he 
commissary something I never did before. I'd ~et 
one of thos~ carts you know, and push it around he 
place and those w~men would bump me and I could '~ 
find anything on the shelves ..." 

He broke it off. 
"How about letting rue have one of those," 'he 

said. ' 
He took up the tossed cigarette and tore a r£ ld­

head from the matchbook and struck it and lit up a,nd 
drew heavily. 

'. - .' 

"One before my wife gets back." 
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MORN ING, AUGUST 23, .1969 "\ ,~ " r r 
World War II Hero 

Was Wake Alumnus 


Lt. Gen. F ra nk A. Arm strong, 
hero of the fam ed first da yligh t 
raid on Nazi·occupied territory 
in Fra nce in 1942, will be buried 
with fuil military honors in 
Arlin gtQJl National Cemetery, 
Arlington, Va., at 3 p.m. 
Monday. ' 

Armstrong died Wednesday in 
Tampa, Fla . 

The 67·year·old retired Air 
Force atfiter , a na tive of Hamil­
ton , inspired the book, movie 
and television series "12 O'clock 
High" witb his 1942 raid. 

He was an alumnus of Wake 
Forest College, where be bad 
an outstand ing athletic career. 
In the spring of 1962 be was 
a wa r d e d a Dis tinguisbed 
Alumnus Award during a Wake· 
Forest a lumni reunioD . 

He was in uncle of r. T. 
(Tim) Valentine Jr. , a Nashville 
lawyer and N. C. State Demo· 
cratic chairman from 196&-58. 
. Armstrong spent his early life 

at Hobgood. in Halifax County . 
He graduated from Hobgood 
High SchooL and a t teD d e d 
Guilford College for two yea rs . 

In 1920 he entered Wake 
Forest, where 'he received an 
LL. B. degree in 1923 and a 
B. S. degree in 1925. He .was 
first baseman on tbe Wake 
Forest basebail tea m for each 
of his ' four. undergraduate years 
Ind captain of tbe team in his 
senior year. At the same time, 
he was hailed .. "the best 

blocking back" ever to play on 
a Wake Forest football team. 
Armstrong also managed the 
law school'. basketball team. 

During a 1942 chapel speecb 
to Wake Fares t stu d e 0 t I , 
Armstrong said he drew hIs war 
tactics from his football dlYs 
at tbe school. _. 

Armstrong taugbt school Ind 
coached at Selma until be en­
tered Air Force flight .chool 
in 1927. In 1928 he graduated 
with bonors - and was com­
misioned a first lieuteDanl 

During bis early y~rs in the 
Air Force, Armstrong served as 
pilot for various dignitaries, as 

'DECEM.BER 10. 1953. 

HISTORIC GARMENT-The Uniform that Maj. Gen. 
Frank A . Armstrong Jr., native of Hobgood, wore on the 
historic bombing raids over "Festung Europa" in World 

'1 ' b ' . '.Wa: II WI I e placed In the Air Museum. at R lvemde Inn, 
Calif. Mrs_ 1. T. Valentine of Nashville 15 a sIster of the 
general. 

Halifax Native: '\ 

Uniform Museum Piece Now 
BARKSDALE AIR FORCE American flier. The United States 

BASE, Ala ., Dec. 9 - A well· Army Air Corps recognized his 
travelled uniform is about to make accomplishments with a Silver Stu 
its last trip. . medal and an Oak Leaf Cluster to 

At the r equest of the director of bis Distinguished Flying Cross, 
the Air Museum, Riverside Inn, which be . originally . received at 
calli., Maj. Gen. Frank A. Arm- Barksdale III 1936_ 
stroog Jr., is donatln, for per- Col. Paul Tibbets, wbo later 
manent display the Air Corp~ uni- made bistory' himselt by delivering 
form he wore on historic daylight the first atomic bomb on Hiroshi­
bombing raids .over "Festung Eu- ma, was Gen. Armstrong', co-pilot 
ropa ... · Gen. Armstrong Is now com- 00 the Rauen r aid. . . 
m.aoder of Second Air F orce, SAC, The uniform also W~Dt along on 
WIth headquarters at Barksdale the first heavy-bomber raid over 
AFB, La. Germany in January, l.943, when 

The 12-year-old uniform .'tias Gen. Armstrong led the hmOIlS at­
brought out at the General' s wlIrd- tack on Wilhelmshaveo. Here the 
robe this week. He recalled that he targets were the subuiarine perus, 
ordered it upon his arrival in Eng- wbere the Nazi undersea ralders 

.I_pd early in 1942, and that he wore were serviced for their wolf-pack 
it during his tour at duty UDder attacks on Allied convoys in the 
Geo. Ira Eaker, whom he served North Atlantic. His co-pilot on the 
a s operatlons officer. 

Eighth Air Force headquarters 
a t that time was located in a vacat­
ed school for girls at High Wickam 
but the famoua shoulder patch of 
the Eigbth had not, been des.igned 
when this uniform w~s tailored. 11 
bears the .simple 'winged-star' de­
vice of th~ old U. S. ·· Army Air 
Corps-the one they wrote the song 
about_ . . . . 
. Gen_ Armstrong; then a colonel 

wore ' this uniIorm on two of the 
most famous raids of World War 
II. '. 

One was the fu:st dayhght bomb-
Ing raId over Axis-beld Europe In
August 1942, Gen. Armstrong l~d a 
flight of B-17 bombers in an attack 
on the railroad marsballing yards 

·at Roue'n-Coltesville, France, Plas-II 
tering the target with 36,900 
pOlII1ds of bombs from an altitude 
at 23,000 feet, and returning to Bri­
tish · bases without the loss of a 
sin&le life or airplane.. Prior to this 
time the RAY had ·carried the 
brunt of the counter-attack against 
Axis targets, using area-bombing 
ta.ctics on night missions ooly. 

Gen. Armstrong's day II g h t 
achievements on this raid brought 
him the first British Distinguished 
Flying. Cross ever awarded to an 

flight was Col. Claude Putnam, 
wbo is now Deputy Director ~f 
Plans, at Headquarters Strategic 
Air Command. . 

Geo. Armstrong still fits the uni· 
form. to th.e envy and despair of 
many {ormer nnel some present Air 
Force officers. After all. in 12 years 
a ~eJlow is apt to gain a bit at 
weight. . . 

Convinced that the old OD will 
oever replace the Air Force blue 
uniform, Gen . Armstrong is willing 
f~r this one to become a museum 
pIece. 

a fli ght instructor and as a mail 
pilot In 1934, when the Air 
Force took over air mail ser­
vice. 

Arms trong received t h e 
Dlstingui9bed Flying Cross in 
1935 when be brought a twin · 
engine a mpbibian pla ne and all 
its passengers to safe ty after 
one of the plane's cnllines ex­
ploded over Panama. 

He was an aerial warfare ob­
server in Englaod in 1940, aetiog 
in secrecy because the U.S. bad 
not yet enter ed World War II. 
After the U.S. entered the war, 
Armstrong was sent 'back to 
England. 

In 1943 he led the 99th and 
305th bomber groups in B17 
raids over Germaoy. He was 
promoted to major , eneral that 
year. I 

When he retired in 1961 , Arm-

F. A. ARMSTRONG 

stroog was unified com maDder 
of all armed forces iD Aluka. 
He campaigDed to bave inter­
mediate caDge missile sItes liuUt 
in ALaska. 

Armstrong', daring won hIm 
numerous decorations and hoD­
ors, including the Distinguisbed 
Service CrD5s. the DLstingui!hed 
Service Medal with aD oalt iuf 
cluster, the Silver Star Medal, 
the Air Medal with an alit lel1 
cluster, ,the Belgian CroiX de 
Guerre with palm, and the Gold 
Medal of the Aero Club of Nor­
way. He was the fint Americh 
to receive the British Da­
tingulshed Flying Cross. Four 
oak le.f clusters were added to 
his Distinguished Flying Cross. 
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CLI~PER 

: The News arid 'Observer 

JULY 12.!_"1 9~4 . -4 

When tJ. S. B-29's rained explosives 
on Japan's ' .teel works, there was a 
story behind the scenes regarding the 
offtce~ who train.ed those expert pilots. 

That offtcer is ' Brig. Gen. Frank A. 
Armstrong, one o! the most o.aring and 
p~st-Ieved otncers ever te fiy a plane 

,. ever Germany. F.or mon,ths, Armst ron g, \ 
based ~n England, was in command of 
raid after raid over i ~nemy territery­
and led them himself. At that time, he 
held the rank of colonel. Seve'ral times~ 
planes 'were almost shot out !rom un'de: 
him, but he kept on !lyin"g. .1 • 

Ceupled with his daring, "Old Army," 
a~ they call Armstrong, had an unusual 

' knack of getting clese te his men. They 
worshipped him. 

So General "Hap" Arnold wisely" de­
cided to capitatize .on ,this by' , bringing 
Armstrong back to ' the ' U .S.A. to train 
the crews .....hieh wer.e te under1;ake the 
n«ist difficult' bomoing missions of the 
'war-over industrial Japan. 

,Knowing that Armstrong might ' be 
shot down gooner Or later if he insisted 
on !lying with his men over ~rmany. 
Mnqlc\ ordered "Old AnnY" home and 
out to ,Grand Island, Nt!braska. There, 
above the prairies of Kansas and Ne- , 
buska, he has been training the men 
,who raided ,Japan and who will make 
many more ' such raids before the war I 
is o,ver. 

'rank 4 . . AtD;tstrong, J-Tnited Sta·~­
who ,erv.!~ lit , T'IndoIi. al ,ari"obSl 

When U. S. B.29's rained explosives 
,t Japan's steel' works,' there was a 

stnorY .behlnd the scenes rei!arding ,the 
officer whO t rained , those expert pilotS. 

That officer is ],rig. ~n. Frank. A. ' 
ArmstrQEg. one of the most daring and 
1)est-\oved 6fftcers ever to fly a , plane 

over Germany. For months, ,Armstrohg, 

based in England, was in command of 

raid after raid over enemy territory­
and. led them h imself. At that time; he 
held,the rank. of colon,el. Several times, 
planes were aImost shot out tram under 
h im, but he kept on' ftying. 

Ceul?led w ith h is darinl&, "Old ArmY," 
\ as they -c",ll Armstrong, had an unusual 

.knask of- get~ing close to his men. They 
worshipped him. , ' : ' 

\ , So , General ' ''~ap'' Arnold wisely de­
cided to capitaIize on this by bringUll& 
'Armstrong back to the U .SA. to tr~in 
the crews which were ,to undertake ,the 

' ,most ' ditl\cult bombing missions of the 
t, )Var....!.()ver industrial Japan.
l Knowing that. Armstrong mi&ht 

be 
ihot qown sooner or later if he inSisted 
on flying with, hil. dlen llVEr Germany, 

, ,Arnold ordered "Old A'r!riy" . home and 
but to Grand, Island, Nebraska. " Tpere, 
above the prairies of Kansas and. Ne­
'braska, he, has been ' training the men 
who r'aided Japan and who till make 
many more such raids before the · war 
is over, .(( 'i ~" ...... e, . " ~ 

. ,"- ~, ," 
\ 

/' 
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The. North Caronna Division 


ofArcIiives ami Histoly 


The. Town. of Hobgood

I ~ _ . 

Fonner Conp-essmnn Tim vaCenti.nf. ami 


James Vafmtine 


rorc!ialo/ invite. you to 


the unvei£i1l9 of the Hi9fiway Historic.af MaJW 

inficmourof 


Lieutenant Genera! Frank AmtstrD1l9 


FrUfay, the twentietfi ofApriL 

'IWo-tftousaruf and one 


at efeven o'clock in tftt momi1l9 


on NC Hi9fiway 125 across from the Town. Haf[ 


HobgoOd, North CaroCina 


Lunch will be avaifabCe at a. modest price 


near the site of the cereTf1Oto/ 

at 12:00 noon 

http:Historic.af
http:vaCenti.nf


Goldsboro 



Lieutenant Generaf Frank Armstr0l19 

1898 - 1969 


Highway Histmica! Ma.rker 
Dedication Cerenwfo/ 



- Program ­

Lieutenant Genera! Frank Annstnmg 

HigFtway Historicaf MarRa DecCication 


April 20) 2001 at 11:00 a..m. 

' .. 

Host ... ... .. ... .. . ........... ... ..........Tim Vakntine 


Presentation of Cofors ........ .. ........U.S. Air force Cofor Guam 

So/TttDUTJolinson.AFB, GofdS6oTO, NC 

Invocation ... '.. .. ........... ...... ...Reverend Gfascoe Mercer 

Pfdge ofA1Itgiana .... .. , . .. ... . ........... . . .Dan VIlll9Fwn 

wefcorne .... . .. " . .. ........ , ..Tim Purvis, M'%r ofHo6gooc! 

Recognition of Spec.i.af Guests . .. ,.. ..... . ... ... .. .Tim Valentine 

.R.eInarks ........ ........, ... .,..,. ... .. ... . .Mic.fuu1 Hill 

Division ofArchives and History 

R.etnarks ........ . . ,'. ,Major GenerafJatneS HifdTeth, USAF-Retiree! 

Remarks .. , , ..... , .. , ..... ,CoConeC George Dafjeres, USAF-Retired 

ReTttarks ... . . .. ... ....... .Lieutenant CoConeC Rett Newton, USAF 

Unvei.fing ofMarker .. .... ...... ... .Frank Armstrong .IV, GrandSon 

Ryan Armstrong, Great-grandSon 

The NatWnaf Anthem 

wftife tod'ay's CeTerrtoTo/ Fwrwurs the memory of 

Lieutenant GeneraL Fra.nk.Armstrong, it is ddiaUee! to Major FranJi 


Armstr01t9 III and alI otfw- men. and women. wFw gave 


their fives in the seJVice of the United States O'f America. 


http:Spec.i.af


A Brief History 


Frank A Armstrong, Jr. was born in HamiLton, North Caro(irut on May 24, 1898 

to Annie. Hobbs Armstrong am{ Fratlk A Anrtstron9J Sr. From it9lmo/ to his fate 

teens fie Live£f in Hobgoodl ti~Tth CaroLina. He graauatecffrom wake forest Co~e 

(now Wake. Forest University) in 1923 . 

in 1928, Frank joine£f the Amo/ Air Corps an.tf receive£f his wings cuuf commission 

in 1929. On. March 6, 19291 fie marriecf verneff.e HudSOft of Ridmwrt4 Virginia. 

Tftey fuu{ one cFt.il4 Frank A Armstr0119 Ill, who fotIowe£f fiis father into the Air 

Force. Major Frank Armstrong III, always "Futt" to his father, was kiffd in actiort 

in VietNam in 1967. 

Armstrong retiree! in 1961 with. the rank of Lieutenant GeneraL His wifo Vemelfe, 

whom fie cafJ£d: Hffujfy"1diecf a.few montlis afrer his retirement. 

r>win9 worUfWar III tIiett CoUmefAmtstTot19 rea the first cfayCight raU[ 6y the U.s. 
overA;ris territory. For this sw:cessfoL mission, fie was awaraea the Silver Star cuuf 

an Oak Leaf CCuster to his Distin.guisfwl FIJi119 Cross (fie reaivecf (tis first DFC in 

193 6 in Panama) . For this adi.ievemen.t, fie became the first American officer to be 

awaraea the British Distinguishecf Ffyit19 Cross. 

Eatiy in 19431 Bri9cu!ier General AmtstrOt19 fe£f the first fiemy bomber micf over 

GentUlto/ proper. His experiences during this period berome the ittSpiration for the 

novef 'I\vefve o'ceock Hi9h 6y Bierrte Lay and Cy Bartlett. Tfie book. was nuufe into 

afiLm sta.mt19 Gregary Peck aru! Cater berome a tefevision series. 

Later in the wa7j General Armstrong 6ecame Commarufer of the 315th Bomb Wing 

ruuf took tIiis unit into combat in the Pacific in ~ of 1945. He rea numerous 

missions over targets inJapan art4 in~ of1945, fCe.w from Guam to Honshu, 

the Congest am{ Cast very fiemy 60mbing raic£ of the WClT. 
(continued Oft back cover) 



In. Novenmer of 1945, Armstrong Cd thefirst non-stop Jfi9f1t from Ho~, Japan 

to Wasnington., ne. in. a B0ei.n9 B-29 Bomber. 

InJune of1.948) he freaded the Afaskan Air Command aru:f pioneered a non-stop air 

route from Alaska to NOlW'o/..aru!from Narwio/ to New York. 

His Cast active duty post was as Coml1UllUfer of af[ American. Forces in. Alaska witft. 

rank of Li.eutenant GeneraL 

He retired in 1.961 aru£ passaf awio/ in. 1969. He. is &u.rieti in Arlington Nat:icma£ 

Cemetery. 

~ Deroratiorts aru! mdafs -

SiLver Star 

British DistinguisfWf Fo/ing Cross 

DistinguisfWf SeMce. Cross 

Air MetfaC willi one Oak Leaf CCuster 

DistinguisfWf Fo/ing Cros.'; withfour oak Leaf dUsters 

Distinguisfw! Service Mecfa( with one Oak Leaf CCuster 

Belpan. Cro~ de Guare 


The Gofd. Mi.da{ of the Aero CCub 

(Narw'o/'s hi9ftest civiLian award) 


Generaf Armstrong's papers are in. the 

SpedaL Cotkctions Depa.rtment 

Joyner Library 

EAst Caro[ina. University 

Greenvif£e, North CaroCina. 27858 
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