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Carthage N.C. 
September 29th 

Mrs. Sarah M. Wait 
Wake Forest 
Wake Co. 
N.C. 

At Major Dowd's Moore Co. Sept. 25. 1838 
My dear Wife 

12 ½ 

I arrived yesterday at Friendship just in time to hear the conclusion of Br. P.M. Dowd's 
last sermon at the Camp-meeting. Had it not rained on the Sabbath I should have arrived nearly 
24 hours sooner. As it was, finding myself so late I approached the house as cautiously as 
possible to avoid occasioning any disturbance. As soon as the meeting closed, Br. Richardson 
came to place where I sat at a comer of the place fitted up for the congregation without knowing 
till the instant he saw me that I was there. Taking my hand very affectionately he expressed the 
deepest regret that he had known that I was there. I told him the facts of the case. At his request 
I went into the midst of the people. One of the first I spoke to was sister Phillips. A meeting we 
almost shouted. I met with a most cordial reception from all. Br.0 Monroe and Comella were 
also present. Love to you from- I don't know how many. I preached-Rain to day- a 
vexatious law-suit is much in my way. Jesse Sowell, who was when we knew him a Bap. min. in 
credit has fallen -his moral character all gone - is now Prosecutor and the 2nd son of Br. Phillips 
Defendant - a youth of 22 - A letter containing what Sowell regards as slanderous was found 
somewhere, and the young man in question accused of writing it. 

The trial comes on day after tomorrow in Rockingham, Richmond Co. 40 miles from this. 
All hands go. Not only father and mother, but the old Mjor and his son living with him tum out. 
Br.0 Richardson and Shattneks are compelled to go. The consequence is that there now scarcely 
a man at home that I care about seeing. To morrow I intend to set off for Br. Chambers -hope to 
be with him at night. Dr. Burns in the same neighbourhood . Probably I shall be next Sabbath in 
Anson. 

I have promised Br. Dowd to be at his camp-meeting which is to commence on Friday 
eve. before the 1st Sab. in Oct. I shall not I see be able to reach Charlotte. - You will not receive 
this till Monday next. Write the first mail. Direct to Dockey's Store, Richmond Co. - I shall 
somewhere in that neighbourhood - But you must not lose a mail. - No subscribers in this Co. 
and no prospect of doing anything in this quarter. I hope soon to be where something can be 
done. - All however very friendly. - Saw Dr. Bruce and wife - live in Carthage same house at 
which we stopped-'Her father died in Alabama more than a year ago. No persons cold be more 
cordial than were the Dr. and his wife - ever so much love to you and A.E. 

Wm. R. Hinton keeps a tavern or, rather a grog-shop in Tuscaloosa. - Br. Richardson has 
a second son 3 or 4 years - named Judson. Br. Philips eldest daughter who married a son of Jesse 
Sowell has 3 children - the youngest a son named after - no matter who - the camp-meeting 
here was a cold one - or rather but little that was deeply interesting 

The associations are some distance apart and the Coust a great way off from the 
convention. Ifl can I shall attend the Pee Dee and the Sandy Creek Associations. This I rather 
think will be best although I am confident I cannot do much at making collections. But I can see 
many of the brethren from different parts and try to stir them up. I wish too to come in contact 



with all the ministers I can. Should this present storm continues I shall be thrown back. It is not 
only raining but cold. From present appearances there will be frost soon. 

Love to A.E., Mary, the Profr.5, and any who may inquire for my welfare. 
Your affectionate husband 

Sam.1 Wait 
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Mrs. S. Wait 
Wake Forest Institute 
N.C. 

My dear wife - This is only for yourself and Br. White & Mary -

Only a moment to write - trees not attended to - cut them soon. - I thought we were so busy I 
would not mention them now - Some reasons to give when I come home. 

Tell the Profr.5 that the Faculty are requested to procure a teacher fro the preparatory school -
wish Br. White to hold on upon the Br. recommended by ProC Ruggles. - we are to give him 
what we think will be a fair salary. The Board will meet at the Inst on the 28 Inst. And if we 
think best we will then try to procure Mr. Morse. If we get him we shall of course not want the 
other. The point of inquiry with me is this, which is the better plan - to have Mr. Morese and 
depend upon dividing the duties of the preparatory department among the Profr.5 or have one 
man all the while in the Pre. department . I rather incline to the latter. Still, Br. White may just 
keep hold of the young Br. in question, ifhe can, and when I come home, if we all think best we 
will try for Mr. Morse. - To tell the truth I am very unwilling to give up Mr. Morse. In a short 
time I hope we shall be in a situation to want just such a man - Look for me 2 or 3 days before 
the ex. commences - Nearly all was done that I wished to be done at the meeting. Some things 
to be attended to when the B. ct next meets. - Br. White may engage the man recommended by 
ProC Ruggles if he think best. If we cannot get him for less we may go, I imagine, as high as 
500 and board. Try for less - Or ifhe finds it convenient to do so, he may just hold on upon him 
till I come home. But do not run the risk of losing him - I write in a room where 20 persons are 
all the time talking. - Love to all - Adieu 

Sam.1 Wait 
At Br. William's Tuesday Oct. 5 or 6 1838 
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Dockey's Store N.C. 
Oct 11 

Mrs. Sara M. Wait 
Wake Forest 
Wake Co. 
N.C. 

12 ½ 

At Br. Alfred Dockey's Oct. 11 , 1838 

My dear Wife, 
The camp-meeting closed day before yesterday - Br'n David, Comella, Philips 

and myself the only preachers. Good meeting- 5 or 6 obtained a hope, to day we meet 
again and I am to baptize them. - Love from a o yourself and A.E. - The point is 
just about settled that I shall, if spoud, travel next year. The brethren generally agree and 
urge under such circumstances that I am convinced I must yield-The sub.5 [subscribers?] 
pray very cheerfully and some new ones subscribe. - Occasionally the old ones subscribe 
again. Pretty good prospect of 5 or 6 new students as the result of this expedition thus far. 
I am satisfied we can fill up. - I hope Br'n Johnson and Jones are not occupying separate 
rooms. If they are and continue to do so, I shall be censured if I do not censure them. 
They know what I want and what ought to be done. Let them know what I have written 
on this subject. You can write one at the Con.[vention] Next Sat & Sab.[bath] I am to 
preach a Ceder [sic] Creek Anson Co. The following Wed. at-X Roads Montgomery 
Co. Pee Dee Ass.[ociation] and camp-meeting too at the same time. Sat. & Sab.[bath] 
following at the Sandy Creek Ass.[ociation]. in Randolph Co. and the next Sat & 
Sab. [bath] at the Convention - a long ride this week. I was over in Anson last week -
was at Br. Wilson Chambers, Br. Alsobrook' s just over the line into S.C. called on Br 
Gullage - spent a night with John Moore' s father &.c. Love from all to yourself and A.E. 
too. Sometimes Dick is inquired after. My warmest love to all at the Institute. 0 how I 
thought of home during the warmest part of our camp-meeting. Tell the deacons of our 
little ch. at the Institute to do all they can towards promoting prayer meetings with 
particular reference to a revival at the Institute. 0 how much I wished to have all the 
students with us here during the last part of our meeting. I think the fire would have been 
kindled. 
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Marion NC 
Oct22 

Mrs. Sarah M. Wait 
Wake Forest 
Wake Co. 
N.C. 

At Br. Chambers Montgomery Co. N.C. Oct. 18, 1838 

My dear Wife 

12 ½ 

Having only a few moments to write I send you this half sheet. - I preached yesterday at 
Brown's Creek Anson Co. and came over the Pee Dee to spend the night 7 or 8 miles from this. 

Tomorrow in company with Br. Chambers and family I expect to go on to the X Roads 
meeting-house in this day to attend the Pee Dee Ass. - shall soon be in the neighborhood of Br. 
Benjamin Deberry. 

Br. Elisha Burns is not married- had his license -was at the Widow's on a certain Mon. 
- left expecting to be married next day - but, when Tues. came he found between the cup 
and lip. - This was in consequence of the officiousness of an interested person. - The widow I 
understand has learned his mistake - would gladly coax him back. But he is not to be coaxed. 
Particulars when we meet. - If Br. Crenshaw approves of it what little cotton we have at - Br. 
Forts should be sold. The price is now tolerable. I am quite well satisfied with my success. A 
deep interest is felt in the institute. - Subscribers pay up well. - only a few failures. - and the 
most of these will pay soon. - I think I shall procure not less than 8 or 10 students - perhaps 
more - 5 new Sub.5 for the Recorder. - 245 dolls. Sub. for the institute. -Thus far I have been 
nearly all the time among those who had subscribed before my present visit. - Love to yourself 
& A.E. from -I can't tell how many. - My love to our family which includes of course Br. W 
and Mary - to Br. Richardson, Br. Ryan and family - the students &.c.. My health never was 
better. Dr. Burns is now with me - wishes Christian love to you - says I must tell you he is a 
gross widower. Old Br. Ingram is also here. Sanders Ingram's grand father. You know the old 
gentleman - He is a Methodist - a very warm friend - will be at the institute this winter. Be sure 
to ask him to stay with you all the time of his visit - he has made arrangements for the Sanders to 
go through a College course of studies. He is a very good man. Show him the buildings &c. 
Write me at the Con. [ vention] If any letters of interest come to hand send [ ... ] See that Br. J. 
Jones cutes the tender limbs of the Mulberry trees as I told him before, hard frosts come just as 
leaves begin to fall off. Also cut your row, and all if you can keep them about 3 or 4 inches from 
[ ... ] ground before hard frosts. You know how to the cuttings. Yours with all my 
heart. - Sam.1 [ ... ] 

• 
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Rev. Sameuel Wait 
Sampson Co. 
N.C. 

(private) 
Wake Forest Inst. Oct 28, 1838 

My dear husband 
Your last from Dockery' s has been received. I need not assure you we were glad to hear 

of your health and success. I have all along shared with you your regrets in regard to the 
business with Willas. It is my opinion that he will not give up control. Although Br. White says 
he cannot hold it by law. Previous to the arrival of your letter I had determined to try to purchase 
his control for a part of the trees. They have grown on five inches since you left. I see from the 
papers that hundreds of thousands of the more multiaulus have been sold in Baltimore this fall 
from 20 to 22 cents per foot, and from 2 to 3 cents per bud. There is not the last probability of 
their bringing half of that price again, but they will in all probability bring a good price an other 
year. Get all of the trees if you can at the Convention - but say but little about it and do not 
appear too anxious about it. If you can get them all in your own hands I think you will be able to 
accomplish more good by them than you could in any other way (that is with the tress [sic]). I 
hope Willis will not come until your return but if he should, rest assured I will do my best. I 
have thought some of writing to him myself and requesting an answer so that in case he should 
give up the trees we may be prepared for transplanting. What say you to this? Perhaps a little 
female eloquence might move him. I have had all hands out in the grove raking leaves and 
~inafring up the rich earth underneath them into heaps ready to be removed when desirable. 

I have received a letter for you from Br. M.S. Graves. He says that he and his Br. Wilkes 
have lately made a tour through the Cherokee country and that they offered a subscription for the 
purpose of establishing a manual labour school in that section and that in less than one week they 
raised between 12 and 15 thousand dollars then collected a meeting of the citisens [sic] of the 
adjacent county-determined the location of the school- appointed an executive committee-
employed Br. G. as superintendent- appointed agent S.C. Br. Hugh Quin president at the 
meeting. He requested Br. G to say to you, that if he could not have his son instructed at the 
W.F. Inst. he could at least have him instructed by one who had taught them. The location of the 
school will be in V anns Valley Floyd County. The letter is very affectionate and full of kind 
remembrances. - In answer to your inquiries restiting a village at this place he says, The plan of 
building up a village under the restrictions of the one at the Meneer Inst. I think an excellent one. 
It will cluster around the Institution a sanity not to be surpassed for morality and inteligence 
sic . It will create for it a greater interest and enable it to wield a more powerful influence. Let 

a village be laid off and the lots sold as they doubtless will be to many of the most influential 
baptists [sic] in the state. They will settle around the institution and find their interests to be 
identified with its interests. The plan takes will in Georgia. The front lots of the village at 
Penfield sold from $175 to 200 the back lots from $75 to 125. There is one acre in each lot. I 
shall enclose Br. Armstrongs letter. I should not show it except to Gen. Dockery and perhaps not 
the whole of it to him. You will see that you will now have an opportunity to give him a hint 
that he will not be needed at the Inst. Br. W reminds me to exhort you faithfully to do it. I 
would not however do it altogether on my own responsibility. He can be told that it is 
indispensably necessary that the board of officers should now be filled and that consequently the 

• 



Board will be unable to avail themselves of his services on his return. I would consult in private 
some of the most influential members of the Board and obtain their advice on the subject. 

[Side of front page] Nothing has yet been done in regard to outhouses for the new 
buildings. Would it not be well to get an order passed requesting Br. White do do something 
about it. Jones and hand are now at liberty can take down the chimney: make arrangements for 
moving. We can there make a bee and get it done. [Side of 2nd page J If nothing is done about 
the houses until after your return you will have no time for transplanting trees. 

[Top of Back Page} On what day may I expect you will be at home? I cannot tell you my 
dear how anxious I am to see you. I hardly know how I can give my consent to have you absent 
an other year. In our youth and middle it has been our lot to endure long and painful separations. 
Now in the dutine of life I fear less able to sustain the trial. I need the tender sympathies of my 
dearest friend to sustain my oft-sinking spirits. 

[Bottom of Back Page J Oct 31 Letters to A.E. and myself from you arrived on Monday 
[sic]. All of your request shall be attended to. Night before last we had a severe frost which 
killed nearly all the leaves on the mul. trees last night the frost was less severe. Last evening I 
superintended Aggy in cutting down my trees. To day Mr. Jones will trim the others. Yesterday 
he finished gathering in the com. Do you expect Willes will write you about the trees? I have 
not paid your subscription for the Con. Mary and A.E. send their best love to you. You have my 
prayers for a pleasant meeting. 

Yours entirely, 
S.M.W. 
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Rev. Samuel Wait 
Sampson Co. 
Virginia 
Per Br. Creath 

Nov. I 1838 

My dear husband 
Thls will be handed you by Br. Creath, a Baptist minister from Va. 
Yesterday Will'm sent for the trees, but took only two rows - and delivered up the run trout Br. White 

managed the business and I suppose has told you all I sat up last night until midnight counting birds and tying them 
in bundles of a hundred birds each. They do not turn out so well as we expected I have more than half of the whole 
counted and think there will probably between 29 and 30 of thousand birds. I some fear you will not succeed in 
getting the trees. This fear prevented me form getting a moments sleep last night and this morning I have arisen at 
break of day to write this note. You have purchased the control for the trees sent to Willim and are now fairly your 
own so that if the Trustees refuse to comply with your wishes you can still hold on to a part of them but I think I 
should say nothing about Willims having given up the control at present. It is important that the business should be 
settled at the Con[ventionJ so that we can be transplanting the trees and this you can maintain as your reason for 
bringing it forward at this time I have all ready enjoyed much bprhasm in the hope if this business succeeds you will 
be able to do much by your example (for there are some men who will not be beatic) for the Inst. as will as 
something handsome for yourself. But let us watch and pray. I feel that we have special need of this exercise at this 
time. 

Your devoted, 
Sarah 

Wake Forest Institute Oct. 28 1838 
My dear father, 

I have thought of setting out some of the small trees in the north west part of our garden. The plan I have in 
view is to dig a trench three furrows wide and ten or twenty inches down and fill it up with rich earth from the 
ground and in this trench plant the trees 3 or 4 feet apart leaving the rows 6 feet apart. What say you to this? If not 
right tell me what will be the proper plan. Damn my last letters. 
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