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SKETCH OF REV. A. G. WILCOX. 
This excellent brother was a native of 

Halifax County. He was a sou of the 
late Elder Thomas Wilcox. His mother 
was Xl iss Martha T. Alston, who first 
ma rried Dr. Shell, and' after his death 
she became the wife of Elder Thomas 
Wilcox. Brother A. G. Wilcox 'ms born 
near Brinkleyville 011 the 19th day of 
April, J845. 

F'rnm his childhood he was religiously 
inclined, but, like many others, he hesi­ 
tatcd to surrender himself to Christ. Ile 
was converted in 1864, while residing in 
Raleigh, and was baptized into the f'cl­ 
lowship of the First Baptist Church of 
that city by Dr. Thomas H. Pritchard 
who was at that time pastor of the 
church. 
After some years, he moved his mem­ 

bership to Bear Swamp, and became an 
active Christian worker. His first pub· 
lie service 'ms at Mount Zion in 1876, 
where he led in prayer. He soon began 
.o hold prayer meetings, and in August, 
1879, he was ordained to the full work 
of the ministry by Bear Swamp Church, 
Harris Chapel Church having called for 
his ordination. The ordaining Presby­ 
tery consisted of Elders N. A. Puref'oy; 
Vernon I. Anson, C. N. Donaldson, R. 
B. Collier and D. A. Glenn. 
:\Jr. Wilcox, during his ministry, served 

the following churches as pastor; Hanis 
Chapel, Turkey Branch, Reedy Creek, 
Fishing Creek, Enterprise, Quank.ie, Beth­ 
lehem, Antioch Roanoke Rapids, Spring 
Hope, Stanhope, Peach Tree, Samaria, 
Conoconury, Red Bud, Wakefield, Robin­ 
sonville, Bear Swamp, Halifax, Sulphur, 
Springs, Tillery, and at several mission 
ponits, At several of these places new 
houses of worship were built while he was 
pastor, and at some other point> the 
buildings were repaired and greatly im­ 
proved. 

The new buildings, were at Wake­ 
field, Red Bud, Fishing Creek, 'I'e rkey 
Branch, Bear Swamp, Quankie, Bethle­ 
hem and Roanoke Rapids. He began the 
building at Enterprise. He greatly im­ 
proved the houses at Reedy Creek n nd 
Halifax, and made over the building at 
Antioch. 
Duriug his ministry, he held many 

ovangelis.Jc meetings, and baptized a 
large number of persons. He also mar· 
ricd many couples, and was in great de­ 
mand' as the preacher on funeral ocea­ 
sions. 

.\Ir. Wilcox was erected clerk of the 
Tar River Association for the first ti 111e 
in 1878 at Conoconary. In 1881 he was 
again elected Clerk and 'I'reasurer, and 
was re-elected at every subsequent ses 
sion of the body. He served the associa­ 
tion as cle rk and Treasurer for forty-one 
years and for forty years he served con­ 
•erutin•ly, and held tnat office at the 
time of his death. 

i-:loon after he commenced preaching, 
he was happily married to Miss Josephine 
.\fason, of Northampton County, who sur­ 
vives him. To them were born seven 
··hilclre11, five daughters and two sons. 
F'onr of the daughters and the oldest son 
'He happily married. The youngest son 
and daughter are at home with their 
mot her in this time of their grief. The 
an-lcr relation between Brother and Sis· 
tor Wilcox and their children was unique 
and beautiful. 
Brother Wilcox was in feeble health, 

for many years, but he continued his 
work ns pastor until the end. On the 
last Runday in March, although unable 
"o stand up, he filled his appointment 
at Turkey Branch, sitting in a chair, and 
-lolivcred his last message to this church 
of his early love. On the 16th of April, 
1921, he finished his earthly course, and 
was buried in the family burying ground 
near his residence at four o'clock Sun· 
day afternoon, April the 17th. A large 
concourse of people assembled to do 
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honor to the memory of this man of 
Go-l, who h:-11! done so much for the sav­ 
ing of the people in the communities 
where he labored. The funeral services 
were concluded by Revs. J. W. Kincheloe 
of Rocky :\[ount, H. R. Miller of Little· 
ton. and t hr pastor of the neighboring 
~ethodist Church. 
Brother Wilcox had many striking 

charucterist ic«, thief among them were 
his love for tht• brethren, a hurning pas­ 
sion for souls, untiring energy, ·profo 1rnl 
Lumility, :Jll(l unfaltering faith in God. 
He is the last of the prC'athers who were 
leadC'rs in the Tar River Association, 
when I tame into it :iJ1 188,). They are 
go1w, those 11obk men of God: Coppedge, 
Hlvtlgc, Cadr, Dukl', Hufham, ancl now 
Will"ox. f-lome <llll' rec·ently n'nH1rkC'cl in 
thP Jll"CSt'n<·l' of Brother Bzra Bowers: 
'' BrnthPr Wih-ox 11·i11 he greatly mis. ed.'' 
'' You arr mistaken,'' replied Brother 
Bowers, ''most of those who 'vould miss 
him p:issed over before him.'' 
Th err a re m:i ny things I would like 

to say ahout this clear brother. He has 
don<' a llohle work and has thus built to 
himsPlf a monument m0re enduring than 
bronze or marble; for the work that he 
Las clonr "·ill :ibide forever. 

T. J. TAYLOR. 

FROM AN EXILE. 

D\'nr Bro. Johnson: 
Will you pk:isc niJtify thP <"ireulation 

department that aftrr J u11C' I, 1 !l:! I, my 
address will be rw York Hall, Loni~ 
ville, Kentuckyf l'leasaut indPPd hns 
been my work nt AnderHon Coll1•;!1'! It 
is no easy matter to lca'"e the:\' fin1• 
people, particularly that gn•at soul, Dr. 
John E. White. But I frel that Go1l 
wills that my work in the future should 
he more definitely in the ministry. I 
have accepted a call to the pastorat' of 
the Simpsonville Baptist Chun·h, situ· 
ate(l near Louisvilh•, alHl I shall go to 
K<>nhwky imme1liatt"ly affrr ('01111111•nc·c· 

Hnc·ky 
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SKETCH OF REV. A. G. WILCOX. 
'I'his excellent brother 'ms a native of 

Halifax County. He was a son of the 
late Elcler Thomas Wilcox. His mother 
was 1Iiss Martha T. Alston, who first 
married Dr. Shell, and after his death 
she became the wife of Elder Thomas 
Wikox. Brother A. G. Wilcox was born 
near Brinkleyville on the 19th day of 
,\ pril, 1843. 
From his childhood he was religiously 

inclined, but, like many others, he hesi­ 
tatcd to surrender himself to Christ. He 
was converted in 1864, while residing in 
Raleigh, and was baptized into the fol· 
lowship of the F'irst Baptist Church of 
: hat city hy Dr. Thomas H. Pritchard 
who was at that time pastor of the 
church. 
After some years, he moved his mern­ 

horship to Bear Swamp, and became an 
active Christian worker. His first pub· 
lie service was at Mount Zion in 1876, 
where he led in prayer. He soon began 
o hold prayer meetings, and in .Augu t, 
l 8 7H, he was ordained to the full work 
of the ministry by Bear Swamp Church, 
Harris Chapel Church having called for 
his ordination. The ordaining Presby- 
1(']')' consisted of Elders N. A. Purefoy, 
Vernon I. Anson, C. N. Donaldson, R. 
H. Collil'r and D. A. Glenn. 

:\Ir. Wilcox, during his ministry, served 
the f'ollowing churches as pastor; Harr is 
Chapel, Turkey Branch, Reedy Creek, 
F'ishing Creek, Enterprise, Quankie, Beth­ 
lchem, Antioch Roanoke Rapids, Spring 
Hope, Stanhope, Peach Tree, Samaria, 
Conoconary, Red Bud, Wakefield, Robin­ 
sonville, Bear Swamp, Halifax, Sulphur, 
, 'prings, Tillery, and at several mission 
points. At several of these places new 
houses of worship were built while he was 
pastor, and at some other points the 
huildings were repaired and greatly im­ 
proved. 

The new buildings. were at Wake­ 
field, Red Bud, Fishing Creek, Turkey 
Branch, Boar Swamp, Quankie, Bethle­ 
hem and Roanoke Rapids. He began the 
building at Enterprise. He greatly im­ 
proved the houses at Reedy Creek and 
Halifax, and made over the building at 
Antioch. 
Durinr: his ministry, he held many 

cvnngclis: ic meetings, and baptized a 
laq~t· number of persons. He also mar­ 
rierl many couples, and was in great de­ 
maurl as the preacher on funeral 0<·1·a­ 
sions, 

:\lr. Wilcox was elected clerk of the 
Tar Ri vvr Association for the first ti me 
in 1878 at Conoconary. In 1881 he was 
w.::1i11 l'it «tcd Clerk and Treasurer, a nd 
was n··1•lpderl at every subsequent ~('S­ 

sinu of the body. Ile served the assccin­ 
tion as ek-rk and Treasurer for forty-one 
veu rs and for forty years he served con­ 
secut i vely, and held tnat office at the 
lime of his death. 

f-ioon after he commenced preaching, 
he was happily married to Miss Josephine 
.\lilson, of Xorthnmpton County, who sur­ 
''i\'l's him. To them were born seven 
h iltl ren, five daughters and two sons. 
F'ou r of the <laughters and the oldest son 
• r<' happily married. The youngest son 
and daughter are at home with their 
:1othl'r in this timt> of tht>ir grief. The 
'c•nder 1·p]ation hehn·en Brother and Flis 
tc r Wil<·ox nn<l tlll'ir thiltlren was unique 
a 1111 hl'autifu l. 

BrotlH'r Wikox was in feeble health, 
for many yrnr~, but he continued his 
work as pastor until the end. On the 
last l-'umlay in ).!arch, although unable 
:o staml up, he filled his appointment 
at TurkPy Brandi, sitting in a chair, and 
IPliwrl'd his last message to this church 
,.f his t·arly lon'. On the 16th of April, 
I fl::!l, Ill' finished his earthly course, and 
w:1s lnnit•11 in tht' family burying ground 
nl':ir his rl'sitkll('c at four o'clock Sun­ 
day af1Prnorm, April the 17th. A large 
c·om·omst• of ]l<'ople assembled to do 
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honor to the m('mory of this man of 
Go•l, who had <lone so much for the Hav­ 
ing of the pPople in the communities 
"·la•re he laJ,ored. The fmwral services 
"·l're l'OlHluctPd liy Rt'1·s .. J. \V. Kindit>loe 
of Ho!'ky :\lount, H. R. ~Iiller of Littll'­ 
ton. an1l tlw pastor of tlw neighlioring 
.\letho•list Chmch. 
Brother Wikox lia<l many striking 

d1:tral'teristi1·'· chief among them were 
his low for tht• brethren, a burning pas­ 
sion for spuls, untiring energy, profounrl 
lauuility, an•l nnfaltc·1·ing faith in Goel. 
Il<' is the last of tlw prl'adwrs "·ho "·ere 
lt•a1k1·s in the Tar Ri1•t•r Association, 
wht·n I c·amp into it in 188'3. They arc 
go!Jf\ tho~p 11obit 111en of Clod: Copp(11lg-P, 
f:;J,•d:_:e. ( 'adl', Duke, Huflinm, m"l now 
\\'ikcix. Som•• one t'<'cPntly n•rnarkt••l in 
tl1P pn'S<·1ll'e of Brntl1er l~zra BO\l'Pl'S: 
· 'Brotht•r \Vilc·ox \\'ill he• greatly mis~l'<l. '' 
· • Yon arc mistaken,'' rl'plic<l Brother 
Bmn·rs, ' 'most of those who would miss 
him passecl owr before him.'' 
Tlwre arc many things I 'vould like 

to say a liout this clear brother. He has 
don<' a nohle "·ork a]l(l has thus built to 
himsPlf a monumt>nt mvn' enrluring than 
lironzt• or marble; for the work that he 
l:as 1lonl' \\'ill abide forever. 

T. J. TAYLOR. 

FROM AN EXILE. 
Dear Bro. Joltusou; 

Will you 11l<'ase Jl'ltify th<' <·iJ'l·ul.ttion 
cll'partment that aftc•r .June' 1, 1!1:.!1, my 
aclrlress will he Kew York Hall, Loni~ 
ville, Kentucky! Pleasant ln1l0<'tl has 
been my work e.t Anderson College! It 
is no easy matter to lcaYe thPse fine 
people, particularly that gn·at soul, Dr. 
John E. White. But I feel that Gorl 
wills that my work in th<' fu•un should 
he more definitely in the ministry. I 
ham accepted a call to th~ pastorate of 
the Simpsonville Baptist Church, situ­ 
atPtl m•ar Lo11isvilk, unrl I shall go to 
1->:c•nhwky irnme<liately aftl'r Cornmt•Jl<·P- 



WILCOX MEMORIAL SERVICE 

The friends of the lamented Rev. A. G. Wilcox are planning to hold 

a memorial service for him in the auditorium of the school building in 

the town of halifax on Friday, August 1. The exercises will begin at 

10:30 in the morning with a memorial address by Dr. W. R. Cullom of Wake 

Forest. Rev. S. L. Blanton, of Louisburg, will preach a memorial sermon, 

and a number of friends will speak briefly of what Mr. Wilcox meant to 

them personally and to their respective churches and communities. These 

friends will take their lunch with them and go prepared for an all-day 

service. It is hoped to accomplish two things in this service: (1) honor 

the memory of a good and faithful servant of the King; (2) emphasize some 

of the things for which he stood in the hope that the purpose may be born 

in many hearts to reproduce and perpetuate in a worthy manner some @f 

these things which are so much needed today. 

W. R. CULLOM 

BIBLICAL RECORDER, July 30, 1930 

Page 2:4 

(There is also a photograph with this article) 
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ALBERT G. WILLCOX------- 

of that body. He ably served the Association as Clerk and Treas­ 

urer for forty-one years, and for forty years he served consecu­ 

tively, and held that office at the time of his death. 

There are many things I would like to say about this dear brother. 

He did a noble work, and thus built to himself a monument more en­ 

during than bronze or marble; for the work that he did will abide 

forever. 

Soon after he commenced preaching he was happily married to Miss 

Josephine Mason of Northampton County, who survives him. To them 

were born seven children, five daughters and two sons. Four of the 

daughters and the oldest son are happily married. The youngest son 

and daughter are at home with the mother in this time of grief. The 

tender relation between Brother and Sister Willcox and their children 

was unique and beautiful. 

Brother Willcox was in feeble health for many years, but he con­ 

tinued his work as pastor until the end. On the last Sunday in 

March, although unable to stand up, he filled his appointment at 

Turkey Branch sitting in a chair, and delivered his last message to 

this church of his early love. On the 16th of April, 1921, he 

finished his earthly course, and was buried in the family burying 

ground near his residence at four o'clock Sunday afternoon, April the 

17th. A large concourse of people assembled to do honor to the memory 

of this man of God, who had done so much for the saving of the people 

in the communities where he labored. The funeral services were con­ 

ducted by Revs. J. W. Kincheloe, of Rocky Mount, H. R. Miller, of 

Littleton, and the pastor of the neighboring Methodist Church. 

Brother Willcox had many striking characteristics, chief among 

them were his love for the brethren, a burning passion for souls, un­ 

tiring energy, profound humility and unfaltering faith in God. He is­ 

the last of the preachers who were leaders in the Tar River Associa­ 

tion, when I came into it in 1885. They are gone, those noble men 

of God: Coppedge, Sledge, Cade, Duke, Hufham and now Willcox. I 

recently said to Brother Ezra Bowers: "Brother Willcox will be greatly 

missed". "You are mistaken", replied Brother Bowers, "most of those 

who would miss him passed over before him." 

A HISTORY OF THE TAR RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 1830-1921, p. 185-188. 

By: T. J. Taylor {286/T21ta) 
(Photograph at page 90) 



ELDER ALBE.RT G. WILLCOX 

This excellent brother was a native of Halifax County. He was a 

son of Elder Thomas Willcox. His mother was Miss Martha T. Alston, 

who first married Dr. Shell, and after his death she became the wife 

of Elder Thomas Willcox. Brother Albert G. Willcox was born near 

Brinkleyville on the 19th day of April, 1845. 

From his childhood he was religiously inclined, but like many 

others, he hesitated to surrender himself to Christ. He was converted 

in 1864, while residing in Raleigh, and was baptized into the fellow­ 

ship of the First Baptist Church of that city by Dr. Thomas H. 

Pritchard, who was at that time pastor of the church. 

After some years he moved his membership to Bear Swamp, and be­ 

came an active Christian worker. His first public service was at 

Mount Zion Church in 1876, where he led in prayer. He soon began to 

hold prayer meetings, and in August, 1879, he was ordained to the full 

work of the gospel ministry by Bear Swamp Church, Harris Chapel Church 

having called for ordination. The ordaining presbytery consisted of 

Elders N. A. Purefoy, Vernon I'Anson, C. N. Donaldson, R. B. Collier 

and D. A. Glenn. 

Mr. Willcox, during his ministry, served as pastor the following 

churches: Harris Chapel, Turkey Branch, Reedy Creek, Fishimg Creek, 

Enterprise, Quankie, Bethlehem, Antioch, Roanoke Rapids, Spring Hope, 

Stanhope, Peach Tree, Samaria, Conoconara, Red Bud, Wakefield, 

Robinsonville, Bear Swamp, Halifax, Sulphur Springs, Tillery and at 

several mission points. At several of these places new houses of 

worship were built, while he was pastor, and at some other points the 

buildings were repaired and greatly improved. 

The new buildings were at Wakefield, Red Bud, Fishing Creek, 

Turkey Branch, Bear Swamp, Quankie, Bethlehem and Roanoke Rapids. 

He began the building at Enterprise. He greatly improved the houses 

at Reedy Creek and Halifax, and made over the building at Antioch. 

During his ministry he held many evangelistic meetings and baptized 

a large number of persons. He also married many couples, and was in 

great demand as the preacher on funeral occasions. 

Mr. Willcox was elected Clerk of the Tar River Association for 

the first time in 1878 at Conoconary. In 1881 he was again elected 

Clerk and Treasurer, and was re-elected at every subsequent session 



A. G. WILCOX 

It is with deep regret, and yet with submission to God's will, that 

we record the death during this associational year, of Bro. A.G. 

Wilcox of Brinkleyville. For many years Bro. Wilcox served churches 

in this and the Tar River Association, and of the latter Association 

he was the faithful and honored Clerk for more than thirty-five years. 

Seemingly frail in body, but strong and consecrated in heart, Bro. Wilcox 

never spared himself in the discharge of his duties as a pastor and preacher 

of the gospel. He loved to preach and was a good preacher. His dis­ 

position was bright, sympathetic and affectionate. Wherever he went he 

radiated sunshine and good cheer, he entered truly both in the joys and 

sorrows of his people, and he had for his fellow-ministers the highest 

esteem and affection. His long life was one of love, faithfulness and un­ 

selfish service. He loved his Lord and Saviour, His people and His Kingdom, 

and he has heard the blessed words: "Well done, good and faithful servant, 

enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

ROANOKE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION MINUTES, 1921, p. 24 



920/L33 

WILLCOX, A. G., Brinkleyville, N. C.---Born, Nash Co., N. C.i 

Lie. and Ord. Aug., 1879, Bear Swamp, N. C.; P. Bear Swamp, 

Harris Chapel, Reedy Creek, Enterprise, Turkey Branch, Quankin, 

Bethlehem, Roanoke Rapids, Fishing Creek. 

BAPTIST MINISTERIAL DIRECTORY, p. 790 

Geo. W. Lasher, Ed. 



LABORERS TOGETHER: A HISTORY OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SPRING HOPE, 
1889-1989 NC, 

By: Lena Waller Morgan 
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his duty to preach the gospel. Realizing the need for preparation he entered 
Wakefield School at the age of twenty-one. Later he continued his studies at 
Stanhope Academy in Nash County where Rev. A.A. Pippen was principal. 
In 1892 at the age of 28 Hocutt entered Wake Forest College where he 
remained for two years. He intended to complete the course but his health 
failed and he was compelled to leave college. 

He settled in Nash County in 1894 and began teaching. In a very short 
time a group of churches called him to the pastorate and he was ordained at 
the Stanhope Baptist Church in Nash County. The Presbytery that examined 
him was composed of Rev. W.C. Nowell, Rev. A.A. Pippen and the 
Deacons of the Stanhope Church. The year following he was fully occupied 
in preaching the gospel. At one time or another he was pastor of every 
Baptist Church in Nash County except four. He was pastor at Samaria for 
eleven years, Ephesus for fifteen, Elm Grove for eighteen and Spring Hope 
for four. While in Spring Hope the membership and contributions of the 
local church more than doubled. 

Rev. Hocutt married twice. First, he married Miss Ida Harper of 
Stanhope. They had seven children. After Mrs. Ida's death he married Miss 
Ida Hilliard of Middlesex. Rev. Hocutt was an ardent advocate of missions 
and of education. 

A History of the Tar River Association, 1820-1921-Taylor, pages 254, 
255. 

'--• 

/ Albert G. Willcox, 1902-1905 

Albert G. Willcox was a native of Halifax County, N.C., the son of 
Elder Thomas Willcox andaMartha T. Alston Willcox. He was born near 
Brinkleyville on April 19, 1~45. At the age of nineteen, Albert Willcox was 
converted and ordained in 1879. Rev. Willcox served as clerk of the Tar 
River Association for forty-one years. He had a heated passion for souls. His 
energy was untiring, his humility profound, and his faith in God unfaltering. 
He preached plain, logical, gospel truths. He was a small man, being a little 
over five feet tall, weighed 125 pounds, had a thin voice, but a radiant 
personality. He was very well liked in the Spring Hope community. 
At what point he married Miss Josephine Mason of Northampton County is 
not known. They had three daughters, one of whom married a Spring Hope 
young man. Mary Willcox and Clement Richardson were married and lived 
in Spring Hope on Bunn Lane. Mary and Clement had no children. 

Rev. Willcox died on April 16, 1921. 

Taylor's History of the Tar River Association, 1830-1921, page 185. 
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